Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



„Google 



„Google 



„Google 



„Google 



„Google 



„Google 



A 



HAND-BOOK OF POLITICS 



FOR 1876: 



BEING A RECORD OF 



IMPORTANT POLITICAL ACTION, 



NATIONAL AND STATE, 



FROM JULY 15, 1874, TO JULY 15, 1876. 



Hon. EDWARD McPHERSON, LL. D., 



[ SIXTH EDITION.] 

WASHINGTON! 

SOLOMONS & CHAPMAN, 

Agents for Foreign Statistical and Government Books, 



„Google 



Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year 1876, by 

EDWARD Mcpherson, 

In the Office of the Librarian of Congress, at Washington, D. C. 



S INQUIRttR P. 4 P, CO., 



„Google 



:p:e?.e:f^oe. 



This volume has been prepared on the same general plan as the previous vol- 
umes of the Series, and, it is hoped, will be found as worthy of confidence and 
approval. 

In its pages have been gathered a great variety of political facts, which at 
once attest the activity of our political life during the past two years, and indicate 
the directions of it. Several of the Chapters have great political importance, and 
all of them are worthy of attention. The IVth, Vlllth and IXth may be indicated 
as furnishing special attractions to the student of our system— its principles, its 
modes, and its growth. 

The Chapters devoted to the record of parties on pending questions contain, I 
hope, all the available facts necessary to judge them, distinctly classified, and care- 
fully stated. 

In the votes given, Republicans are printed in Roman, Democrats in Italic, 
and Independents in small caps; and gentlemen are indicated according to their 
party relations at the time of votmg. 

No effort has been spared to ensure accuracy and completeness, and the vol- 
ume is submitted to the public in the hope that it will meet the want which it is 
designed to supply, and be accepted as a useful contribution to political history,' 

EDWARD Mcpherson. 

Gettysburg, Vvxish.,July is, 1876. 
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HAND-BOOK OF POLITICS 

FOR 1876. 



I. 

MEMBERS OF FOUTY-THIKD CONGRESS. 



SECOND SESSION, DECEMBER 7, 1874— MARCH 3, 1875, 



Henry Wilson, of Massachusetts, Vice President of the United States, and President of the Senati. 

George C. Goiham, of California, Secretary. 

The term of office of each Senator will expire on the 3d of March of the year set opposite to his 



Alabapix George E. Spencer (1S79 George GoWthwaite (1877). 

Arkansas _ Stephen W. Dorsey (1S79) PoweH Clayton (1877). 

California.... Aaron A. Sargent (1879); John S. Hager. (£875). 

ConneeticHl. Orris S, Ferry (1879) Wm. W, Eaton,* (1875). 

Delaware. ....Eii Sanlsbury (>877) Thomas F. Bayard (1875). 

Florida Simon B. Conover (1S79) Abijah Gilbert 11875). 

Georgia John B. Gordon (1879) Thomas M. Norwood....{i877). 

Illinois Richard J. Oglesby (1879) John A. Logan (1877). 

Indiana ...OUver P. Morton (1879)..,.. Daniel D, Pratt ("875). 

Iowa William B.Allison (1879) George G. Wright (1877). 

Kansas John J. Ingalls (1879) James M. Harvey. (1877). 

Kenim^.- Thomas C. MeCreery...(i879) .John W. Stevenson {1877). 

Louisiana. (Vacancy) (1879) J. Rodman West (1877). 

Jliaim. ..Lot M. Morrill {'877) Hannibal HMnhn {1875). 

Maryland. ..George R. Dennis (1879) William T, Hamilton.... (1875). 

Massachusetts George S. Boutwell (1877) William B. Washburn... (1875). 

Michigan... Thomas W. Ferry. .....(1877J Zachaciah Chandler (1875). 

Minnesota William Windom -(1877) Alexander REunsey (1875). 

MissisHpfi. James L. Aleorn ("877) Henry R. Pease ("875). 

Missouri Lewis V. Bogy (1879) Carl Schurz .■....(1875). 

Nebraska PhineasW. Hifchcock..,(i877i Thomas W. Tipton (1875). 

Nevada. John P. Jones (1879) William M. Stewart [1875). 

i^evi Hampshire. Bainbridge Wadleigh....(l879) Aaron A. Cragin .,(1877). 

New Jersey. Fred. T. Fcelinglinysen..(iS77) John P. Stockton (1875). 

New Yor&.... Roscoe Conkling (1879) Reuben E. Fenton (1875). 

North Carolina Augustus S. MetTimon,.(lS79) Matthew W, Ransom... (1877). 

Ohio. John Sherman (1879) Allen G. Thurman (1875}. 

Oregon John H. Mitchell (1879) James K. Kelly ('877). 

Pennsylvania Simon C^eron (1879) John Scott (1875). 

Hhede Island. Henry B. Anthony (1877) William Sprague ('875). 

Sotta Carolina John J. Patterson (1879) .....Thomas J. Robertson.,.(l877). 

Tennessee. Henry Cooper (1877) William G, Brownlow...(iS75), 

Texas. Morgan C. Hamilton (1877) James W. Flanagan ('875). 

Vermont. Justin S. Monill (1879) George F. Edmunds (I875). 

Virginia John W. Johnston (1877) John F. Lewis (1875). 

West Virginia Henry G. Davis (1877) Arthur I, Boreman (1S75). 

Wtseonsin.. Timothy O. Howe (1879) Matthew H. Carpenter..(l875), 

•Qualified February 13, i3j;, vice William A. Buckinghim, deceased, February 4lh, 1B75, 
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The Bouse of Eepreseutatives. 

James G. Blaine, of Maine, Sp^okei-. 
Edward MePheison, of Pennsylvania, Cleri. 

Alabama — Frederick G. Brombei^, Jaiiies T. 
Kapler, Chaclea Pelham, Cliarlea Haya, John 
H.Caldwel;iJosephH.Sioss, Alexander While, 
Christopher C. Sheats — 8. 

Arkansas — Asa Hodges, Oliver P. Snyder, Thom- 
as M. Gunter, WiUiara J. Hyiies— 4. 

California— CbasXes Clayton, Horace F. Page, 
John K. Luttrell, Sherman O. Houghton— 4. 

Ca/meclimt— Joseph R. Hawley, Stephen W. Kel- 
logg, Henry H, Starkweather, William H. 
Bamum — 4. 

Delaware^James R. I^fland--i. 

//i>n'i;(i— JosiahT.Walls,^!^^!!}. Pm-man*— 2. 

GMjyifl— Andrew Sloan, Richard H, Whlteley, 
Philip Cook, Henry R. Harris, James C. Free- 
man, James H. Blount, Pierce M. B. Young, 
Alexander H. Stephens, Hiram P. Bell— 9. 

//;!»«ij— Bernard G. Caulfield.t Jasper D. Ward, 
Charles B. Faiwell, Stephen A. Ilurlbut, Ho- 
ratio C. Bnrchard, John B. Hawley, Fianklin 
Corwin, Greenbiuy L. Fort, Granville Bairere, 
William H. Ray, Robert M. Kiiapp, James C. 
Robinson, John McNulta, Joseph G. Cannon, 

- ■ ' i S. laartin. William R. 

ents, Samuel S. Marshall 



John R. Eden, Jair 



—19. 

/Bd'iflSfl— William E. Niblact, Simeon K. Wolfe, 
William S. Holman, Jeremiah M. Wilson, John 
Cobnm. Morion C, Hunter, Thomas J. Cason, 
James N. Tyner, John P. C. Shanks, Henry B. 
Sayler, Jasper Packard, Godlove S. Orth, Wil- 
liam Williams — 13. 

/flO-B- Geoipe W. McCrary, AylcK R. Cotton, 
William 6. Donnan, Henry O. Prall, James 
Wilson, William Loughridge, John A. Kasson, 
James W. McDill, Jackson Orr- 9. 

/r.iHjoj^David P. Lowe, Stephen A. Cobb, 
William A. Phillips— 3. 

Keniuck}/ — Edward Crossland, John Young 
Brown, Charles W. Miiliken, William B. Read, 
Elisha D. Standiford, William E. Arthur, 
James B. Beck, Milton J. Durham, George M. 
Adams, John D. Young — 10. 

Loiiisiana\ — Effingham Lawrence, Lionel A. 
Sheldon, Chester B. Dairall, Geoi^e L. Smith, 
Frank Morey, Geoi^e A. Sheridan — 6. 

J/ai«i— John H. Burleigh, William P, Frye, 
James G. Blaine, Samuel F. Kersey ,S Eugene 
Hale— 5. 

j1/«ryii«rf— Ephraim K. Wilson, Stevenson 
Archer, William J. O'Brien, Thomas Swann, 
William J. Albert, Lloyd Lowndes, jr — 6. 

t Resigned Tsnuary ss> '87s. to atcepl a lent m Ihe 

tQiialiHEd February T, 1875,10 <ill the vacaocy caused 
by tfie dcBtli, D«qeinb=r ijth, .37,, a( Hod. JohnB. Rice. 

IMr. Laiirence qmlified Maichj, '875. in place of J, 
Hale Sypber, UDsei^Ied on Ihac day. I'he House loled 

'1^ ". ..? ™n ; ^,ij^''a tcscJuli™ 'unwat^g M™ 

lable the reEolutioD seating Mr. 

' m declared emifled tc 



lied without a divi: 



J Died 



, '87s. 



'aisachuselts—lwit% Buffinlon, Benjamm W 
Harris, Henry L. Pieice, Simuel Hooper* 
Daniel W. Gooch, Benjamin F Butler, E 
Rockwood-PIoar, John M S Williams George 
F. Hoar, Charles A Steien^f Hi.nry L 

Xichigan — Moses W Field, Henry Waldfon, 
Geoige Willard, Julius C Buircns, Willnm 

B. Williams, Josiah W Eegole Omar D Con 
ger, Nathan B. Bradley, Jay A. Hubbell— 9. 

Minnesota— m.'icsV. H. Duiineil, Horace B. Slrait, 
John T. Averill-~3. 

fississiji/i—lMcivs Q. C. Lamar, Albert R. 
Howe, Henry W. Barry, Jason Niles, George 

C. McKee, John R. Lynch — 6. 
MissuHT!— 'Edwin O. Stanard, Eraslus Wells, 

William H. Stone, Robert A. Hatcher, Richard 
P. Bland, Harrison E. Havens, Thomas T. 
Crittenden, Abram Comingo, Isaac C. Parker, 
Ira B. Hyde, John B. Qarl;, jr., John M. 
Glover, Aylett H. Buckner— 13. 

/^eirasia—luocenzo Crounse — I. 

Nevada — Charles W. Kendall— i. 

Ncai Hampshire — William B. Small, Austin F. 
Pike, Hosea W. Parker— 3 
™ JersBy—lo'ba. W. Hazelton, Samuel A. 
Dobbins, Amos Clark, jr„ Robert Hamilton, 
William Walter Phelps, Marcus L. Ward, 
Isaac W. Scudder — 7. 

Nffw yori— Henry J. Scudder, John G. Schu- 
maker, Simeon B. Chittenden,! ^l^'''? ^■ 
Crooks, William R. Roberts, Samuel S. Cox, 
Thomas J. Creamer, John D. Lawson, Richard 
Schell,! Fernando Wood, Oarlcson N. Potter, 
Charies St. John, John O, Whitehouse, David 
M. DeWitt, Eli Perry, James S. Smart, Robert 
S. Hale, William A. Wheeler, Henry H. 
Hathom, David Wilber, Clinton L. Merriam, 
Ellis H. Roberts, William E. Lansing, R. 
Holland Duell, Clinton D. MacDougall, Wil- 
liam H, Lamport, Thomas C. Piatt. H. Board- 
man Smith, Freeman Clarke, George G. Hos- 
kins, Lyman K. Bass, Walter L. Sessions, 
Lyman Tremain — 33. 

North Carolina—CimXaa L. Cobb, Charles R. 
Thomas, Alfred M. Waddell, William A. 
Smith, James M. Leach, Thomas S. Ashe, 
William M. Robbins, Robert B. Vance— 8. 
0^10 — Milton Sayler, Henry B. Banning, John 
Q. Smith, Lewis B. Gunckel, Charies N. Lami- 
sod, Isaac R. Sherwood, Lawrence T. Neal, 
WilliamLawrence,James W.Robinson, Charles 
Foster, Heaekiah S. Bundy, William E. Finck,|| 
Milton I. Southard, John Berry, William P. 
Sprague, Lorenzo Danford, Laurin D. Wood- 
worth, James Monroe, James A, Garfield, 
Richard C. Parsons — 20. 
CV^^OH— James W. Nesmith— I. 

•Died February 14, i8js. 

t Qualified January 37, 187S, in place of Alvah Croclier, 
diedDecember j6, 1874. 

»Qua!ltied December 7, 1871, to till the vacancy caused 
by the dealh ol Hun. David B. Mellisii, May 33, 1874. 

by Ifi^'r^ignauonof Hon, Stewart L. WMdford^pt. 30, 

iQualifled December 7. '871, to fill tbe vacancy caused 
by the reslgnalion of Hon. Hugh J. Jtwett, Ociober ., 
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THE SUPPLEMENTARY CIVIL. RIGHTS BILL. 



/■eHBJV&nBtB— Samuel J. Randall, Charles O'- 
Neill, Leonard Myers, William D. Kelley, 
Alfred C. Harmer, James 3. Biery, Washing, 
ton Townsend, Hiesler Clymer. A. Herr Smith, 
John W. Killinger, John B. -Storm, Laaarus 
D, Shoemaker, Janiea D. Strawbridge, John B. 
Packer, John A. Magee, John Cessna, K. Mil- 
ton Speer, SobiesUi Ross, Carlton B. Curtis, 
Hiram L. Richmond, Alexander W. Taylor, 
Tames S. Negley, John M. Thompson,* Wil- 
liam S. Moore, Lemuel Todd, Charles Albright, 
Glenni W. Scofield— 27. 

Skede /j/oBrf— Benjamin T. Eames, James M, 
Pendleton — 2. 

Sozilk Coraffna— Joseph H. Rainey, Aloiizo J. 
Ransier, L. Caas Carpenter,!- Alesandeir S. 
Wallace, Richard H. Cain— 5. 

Tennessee— KoAeniiit R. Butler, Jacob M. Thorn- 
bairh, William Crutchfield, John M, Bright, 
Horace H, Harrison, Washington C. Whit- 
thoriie, John D. C. Atkins, David A. Nunn, 
Barbour Lewis, Horace Maynard— 10. 

Tijraf— William S. Hemdon, William P. Mc- 
Lean, De Witt C. Giddings, John Hancock, 
Rrfger Q. Mills, Asa H. Willie— 6. 

)-5r'«D«^— CharleB W. Willard, Luke P. Poland, 
George W. Hendee — 3. 



Virginia— ^am'-'i E. Sener, James H. Piatt, jr.. 
J. Ambler Smith, William H. H. Stowell, 
Christopher V. Thoraas, Thomas Whitehead, 
John T. Harris, Eppa Hunton, Rees T. Bowen 
— 9- 

Wist Virginia — John J. Davis, J. Marshall Ha- 
gans, Frank Hereford — 3. 

ffijfflBiiB— Charles G, ' Williams, Gerry W. 
Hazelton, J. Allen Barber, Alexander Mitchell, 
Charles A. Eldredge, Phiietiis Sawyer, Jere- 
miah M. Rusk, Alexander S. McDill— 8. 

Delegates from Territories. 
^r«aBO— Richard C. McCormick. 
Co/oraa'o— Jerome B. Chaffee. 
Z'oiioi'fl— Moses K. Armstrong. 
District of Co/awjSifl— Norton P. Chlpman. 
Idaho — John Hailey. 
Montana — Martin Maginnis. 
New ^^jrica— Stephen B. Elkins. 
Utah- — George Q. Cannon. 
Washingt8a~~Qb3A\3!rt B McFadden. 
Wyoming— Viimaia R. Steele. 

Whole number of Representatives 292 

" " " Del^ates 10 



11. 

THE SUPPLEMENTARY CIVIL RIGHTS BILL. 



[For previons votes on this subject see Me- 
Pherson's Hand-Boole of Polidcs for 1874, pp. 
205-209.] 

Senate Bill. 

Forty- til ird Congruss — Second Session. 

In House. 

1S75, January 25 — Mr. Benjamin F, Butlir 
moved that the rules be so suspended that the bill 
of the Senate known as the civil-rights bill (S. 
No. i) be taken from the Speaker's table for 
consideration at the present time, and so contin- 
nously until a final disposition shall be had 
thereof ; and that no dilatory motion, save a sin- 
gle motion to adjourn, be aiiowed, until such bill 
and any amendments allowed thereto have been 
finally disposed of. 

Which was decided in the negative — yeas 147, 
Jisys 93, not vodng 48 (two-thirds not having 
voted in the affirmative), as fijilow ; 

Yeas — Messrs. Albright, Averill, Barber, Bar- 
ceie, Barry, Bass, Begole, Biery, Bradley, Bufiin- 
ton, Bundy, H. C. Burclwufd, Burleigh, Burrows, 
B. F. Buder, C^n, Cannon, Carpenter, Cason, 
Cessna, Chittenden, A, Clark, jr., Oayton, Clem- 
ents, C. L. Cobb, S. A. Cobb, Coburn, Conger, 
Corwin, Cotton, Crooke, Crounse, Crutchfield, 
Curds, Darrall, Dawes, Dobbins, Donnan, 



•Qualified January ;, .8j:, tg fill the vacancy csussd 
by iSe resignation of Hon. Ebcncicr Mclunldn, Jinuari 

I, 1875. 

t Quaiified December j, 1874, 10 fill the vacancy caused 



Duell, Dunneli, Eam^, Farwell, Fort, Foster, 
Garfield, Gooch, Gunckel, H^ans, E. Hale, R. 
S. Hale, B. W. Harris, Hathorn, J. B, Haw- 
ley, J R. Hawley, Hays, G. W. Haielton, J. W. 
Hazelton, E. R. Hoar, Hodges, Hoskins, 
Houghton, Howe, Hubbell, Hunter, Hurlbut, 
Hynes, Kasson, Kelley, Kellogg, Lamport, W. 
Lawrence, Lawson, B. Lewis, Loughridge, Lowe, 
Lynch, Mardn, McCrary, J. W. McDill, Mc- 
Kee, McNnlta, Merriam, Monroe, Morey, My- 
ers, Negley, Niles, O'Neill, Orr, Orth, l^ackard. 
Page, I. C. Parker, R. C. Parsons, Pelham, Pen- 
dleton, W. A. Phillips, Pierce, T. C, Piatt, 
Poland, Pratt, Rainey, Ransier, Rapier, W. H. 
Ray, Richmond, E. H. Roberts, J. W, Robin- 
son, S. Ross, Rusk, H. B. Sayler, Scofield, 1. 
W. Scndder, Sessions, Shanks, Sherwood, L. D. 
Shoemaker, W. B. Small, Smart, A. H. Smith, 
H. B. SmlUi, J. Q, Smith, Snyder, Sprague, 
Starkweather, Strawhridge, Taylor, C. R. 
Thomas, J. M. Thompson, Todd, W. Townsend, 
Tremain, Tyner, Waldron, A. S. Wallace, J. D. 
Ward, M. L. Ward, Whiteley, Wilber, C. W. 
Willard, G. Willard, C. G, Williams, J, S. Wil- 
liams, W. Williams, W. B. WilUams, J. WU- 
son, J. M. Wilson— 147. 

Nays. — Messrs. G. M, Adams, Archer, Ar- 
thur, Ashe, Atkins, Banning, Beck, H. P. Bell, 
Berry, Bland, Blount, Bowen, Bright, Brum- 
i'fg, 7. y. Brown, Buckntr, R, R. Butler, y, 
H. Caldwell, J. B. Clark, jr., Clymir, Comingo, 
Cook, Cox, Creamer, Crittenden, Crossland, yohn 
y. Dams, DeWia, Durham, Eden, Finck, 
Giddings, Glover, Gunter, S. Hamilton, Man- 
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CBci, H. R. Harris, % T. Harris, H. H. Harri- 
son, Hatcher, Hereford, Hemdan, Holman, 
Hattloa, Hyde, Lamar. Lanason, Leach, Lof- 
land, Lowndes, Luttrell, Magee, Maynard, Mc- 
Lean, Milliien, Mills, Morrison, Neal, Niblack, 
■O'Brien, H. W. Parke); Perry, C. JV. Poller, 
Handall, Mead, SV. M. Rsbbins, M. Sayler, 
Jrif//,Sener,Sheats, Sloan, 5/oij', J. A. Smith, 
Southard, Speer, Stanard, Slandtford, A. H. 
Slepkens, Stone, Stcrm, Strait, Siuann, Thorn- 
biu-gli, R. B. Vance, Waddell, E. (Veils, WhUe- 
head, Whitlkorne, Willie, Wolfe, F. Wood, J. 
D. Young, P. M. B. Young— ^l. 

House Bill. 

Jranuary 27 — Mr. Benjamin F. Butlbr 
led up the motion to reconsider the vote 
whereby the bill {H. R. No. 796) reported by 
him from the Judiciary Committee, Dec. 18, 
1873, was on January 7, 1874, recommitted to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, 

Mr. Randall raised the question of consid- 
eration, ttpon which the yeas and nays were or- 
dered—pending which he moved that the House 
adjourn, and also that when the House adjourns 
it adjourn to meet on Friday nest. 

Mr. Eldredge moved to amend 1>y striliing 
out Friday and inserting Saturday. 

Motions of this sort were repeated, and the 
yeas and nays called seventy-seven times in a con- 
tinuous session of forty-six hours and a half, 
the House adjourning at ten o'clock and twenty- 
five minutes, A. M., January 29. 

February I — The rules of the House were, after 
a struggle, amended so as to cut off " dilatory 
motions" after a certain point. 

February 3 — The question recurring on, the 
question of consideration of the motion to recon- 
sider, it was agreed to— yeas 148, nays 91, not 
voting 51 . 

The motion to reconsider the vote of recom- 
mitment was then agreed to — yeas 151, nays 93, 
not voting 46. 

The text of the bill is as follows : 

That all persons within the jurisdiction of the 
United States shall be entitled to the full and 
equal enjoyment of the accommodations, advan- 
tages, facilities, and privileges of inns, pubhc 
conveyances on land or water, theaters, and other 
places of public amusement; and also of com- 
mon schools and public institutions of learning 
or benevolence supported, in whole or in part, 
by general taxation, and also the institutions 
known as agricultund colleges endowed by the 
United States; subject only to the conditions and 
limitations established by law, and applicable 
nlike to citizens of every race and color, regard- 
less of any previotis condition of servitude ; Pro- 
vided, That if any State, or th p pe Ih ' 
ties in any State having the contr I f mm n 
schools or t^er pubhc instituti f 1 am ng 

aforesaid, shall establish and ma ntai par t 
schools and institutions, giving equ 1 edu U n ! 
advantages in all respects, f or d If t las es 
persons entitled to attend such school d n 
tuticns, such schools and Institut h 11 h 

sufficient compliance with the p is ft 

section, so far as they relate to s hoo! d m 



Sec. 2 



That 



ny person who h 11 



foregoing section by denying to any citizen, ex- 
cept for reasons by law applicable to citizens of 
every race and color, and regardless of any pre- 
vious condition of servitude, the full enjoyment 
of any of the accommodations, ndvantages, facili- 
ties, or privileges in said section enumerated, or 
by aiding or inciting such denial, shall, for every 
such offense, forfdt and pay the sum of five hun- 
dred dollars to the person aggrieved thereby, to 
be recovered in an action of debt, with full costs ; 
and shall also, for every such offe b d d 

guilty of a misdemeanor, and, p n 

mereof, shall be fined not less than fi h d ed 
nor more than one thousand dollars h 11 1« 

imprisoned not less than thirty d y n m 
than one year : Provided, That all pers n y 
elect to sue for the penalty afores d p 

ceed under their rights at eomm 1 w 1 by 
State statutes ; and having so ele d p oc d 
in the one mode or the other, their right to pro- 
ceed in the other jurisdiction shall be barred. 
But this proviso shidl not apply to criminal pro- 
ceedings, either under this act or the criminal law 
of any State: Aad provided further. That a judg- 
ment for the penalty in favor of the party ag- 
grieved, or a judgment upon an indictment, shall 
be a bar to eiUier prosecntlon respectively. 

Sec. 3. That the district and circuit courts of 
the United States shall have, exclusively of the 
courts of the several States, co|:nizance of all 
crimes and offenses against, and violations of, the 
provisions of this act ; and actions for the pen - 
ally given by the preceding section may be pros- 
ecuted in the territorial, district, or circuit courts 
of the United States wherever the defendant may 
be found, without regard to the other party. And 
the district attorneys, marshals, and deputy mar- 
shals of the United States, and commissioners 
appointed by the circuit and territorial courts of 
the United States, with powers of arresting and 
imprisoning or bailing offenders agiunst the laws 
of the United States, are hereby specially author- 
ized and required to institute proceedings against 
every person who shall violate the provisions of 
this act, and cause him to be arrested and im- 
prisoned or bailed, as the case may be, for trial 
before such court of the United States or territo- 
rial court as by law has cognizance of the offense, 
except in respect of the right of action accruing 
to the person aggrieved ; and such district attor- 
neys shall cause such proceedings to be prose- 
cuted to their termination as in o5ier cases : Pro- 
iiided. That nothing contained in this section 
shall be construed to deny or defeat any right of 
civil action accruing to any person, whether by 
reason of this act or otherwise. And any dis 
trict attorney who shall wiUfttlly fail to mstitute 
and prosecute the proceedings herein required 
hall, for every such offense, forfeit and pay the 
um of five hundred dollars to the person ag- 
grieved thereby, to be recovered by an action of 
debt, with full costs, and shall, on conviction 
thereof, be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
be fined not less than one thousand nor more 
than five thousand dollars : And provided fur- 
ther. That a judgment for the penalty in favor of 
he pariy aggrieved against any such district at- 
torney, or a judgment upon an indictment against 
........ ..... 1...... ^jjjjg^ 
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Sec. 4. That no citizen possessing all other 
qoaiifications which are or may be prescribed by 
law shall be disqualified for service ns grand or 
petit juror in any court of the United States, or 
of any Slate, on account of race, color, or pre- 
vious condition of servitude ; and any officer or 
other person charged with any duty in the selec- 
tion pr summoning of jurors who shall exclude 
or fail to summon any citizen for the cause 
aforesaid shall, on conviction thereof, i>e deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and be fined not more 
than live thousand dollars. 

Sec S. That all cases arising under the pro- 
visions of this act in the courts of the United 
States shall be reviewable by the Supreme Court 
of the United States without regard to the sum in 
controversy, under the same provisions and reg- 
ulations as are now provided by law for the re. 
view of other causes in said court. 

Mr. Benjamin F.BirrLEK withdrew the motion 

February 4 — The amendment offered by Mr. 
Keli-ogg, as follows ; 

Strike from the first section the following: 

"And also all common schools and public in- 
stitutions of learning or benevolence supported in 
whole or in part by general taxation, and also the 
invitations known as agricultural colleges en- 
dowed by the United States " 

Strike out also the foUowmg 

"Provided, That if any State or the proper 
authorities in any State, having the conlrol of 
common schools or other public inahtations of 
lining f^oresajd, shall establish tind maintain 
separate schools and institution>i, giving equal edu- 
cational- advantages in ail respects foi different 
classes of persons entitled to attend such schools 
and institutions, such schools and institutions shall 
be a sufficient compliance with the provisions of 
this section so far as they relate (0 schools and 
institutions of learning." 

Was agreed to, on a count, yeas 1 28, nays . 

Mr. Cessna offered the following as a substitute 
for the bill of the Judiciary Committee, it being 
the text of the Senate bill on the Speaker's table : 

That all citizens and other persons within the 
jurisdiction ctf the United Slates shall be entitled 
to the full and equal enjoyment of the 
dationa, advantages, facilities, and privileges of 
inns, public conveyances on If ' 
aters and other places of pubti 
also of common schools and public 
learning or benevolence supported in whole o! 
part by general taxation, and of cemeteries 
supported; and also the institafions known 
agricultural colleges endowed by the United 
States, subject only to the conditions and lirai'"- 
tiona established 1^ law, and applicable alike 
citizens of every race and color, regardless of any 
previous condition of servitude. 

Sec 2. That any person who shall violate the 
foregoii^ section by denying to any entitled to 
its benem, except for reasons by law applicable to 
dtisens of every race and color and regardless of 
any previous condition of servitude, the fnll en- 
joyment of any of the accommodations, advan- 
tages, facilities, or privileges in said section 
enumerated, or by aiding or inciting such denial, 
shall, for every such offense, forfeit and pay the 
sum of Ssoo to the person aggrieved thereby, to 



:d in an action on the case, with full 
shall also, for every such offense, be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon con- 
"on thereof, shall be fined not more than 
00, or shall be imprisoned not more than one 
; Provided, That the parly aggrieved shall 
recover more than one penalty; and when the 
offense is a refusal of burial, the penalty may be 
red by the heirs at law of the person whose 
body has been refused burial : And provided 
further. That all persons may elect to sue for the 
malty aforesaid or to proceed under their rights 
common law and by State statutes ;- and having 
elected to proceed in the one mode or the 
other, their right to proceed in the other juris- 
"ction shall be barred. But this proviso shall 
>t apply to criminal proceedings, either under 
is act or the criminal law of any State. 
Sec 3. That the district and em:uil courts of 
e United States shall have, exclusively of the 
lurts of the several States, o^nizanee of all 
imes and offenses gainst, and violations of, the 
provisions of this act ; and actions for the penalty 
given by the preceding section may be prosecuted 
in the territorial, district, or circuit courts of the 
United States wherever the defendant may be 
found, without regard to the other party. And the 
dishict attorneys, marshals and deputy marshals 
of the United States, and commissioners appointed 
by the circuit and territorial courts of the United 
States with powers of arresting and unprisoning 
or bailing offenders against the laws of the United 
States, are hereby specially authorized and re- 
quired to institute proceedings against every per- 
son who shall violate the provision-a of this act, 
and cause him to be arrested and imprisoned or 
bailed, as the case may be, for trial before such 
court of the United States or territorial court as by, 
law has cogninance of the offense, except in re- 
spect of the right of action acciuing to the person 
aggi'ieved ; and such district attorneys shall cause 
such proceedings to be prosecuted to their termin- 
ation as in other cases ; Provided, That nothing 
contained in this section shall be construed to 
deny or defeat any right of civil adion accruing 
to any person, whether by reason of this act or 
otherwise. 

Sec 4. That no citizen possessing all other 
qualifications which are Ot may be prescribed by 
law shall be disqualified for service zs grand or 
petit juror in any court of llic United States, or of 
any State, on account of race, color, or previous 
condition of servitude ; and any ofHcer or other 
person charged with any duly in the selecuon or 
summoning of jurors who shall exclude or fail to 
summon any citizen for the cause aforesaid shall, 
on conviction thereof, be deemed guil^ of a mis- 
demeanor, and be fined not more than £1,000. 

Sec. S. That all cases arising under the pro- 
visions of this act in the courts of the United 
States shall be reviewable by the Supreme Court 
of the United States without regard to the sum in 
controversy, under the same provisions and regu- 
lations as are now provided Of law for the review 
of other causes in said court. 

Mr. White moved the following as a substi- 
slute for the said amendment ; 

That all persons within the jurisdiction of the 
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teges, facilities and privileges of inns, public con- 
veyances on land or wafer, theaters and Wher 
places of pnblic amusement ; and also of common 
schools and public instilutions of learning or 
benevolence supported in whole or in part by 
general tanation, suyect only to the conditions 
and limitations established by kw, and applicable 
alike to citizens of every race and color, regard- 
less of any previous condition of servitude : Pro- 
vided, Ttat nothing in this act shaH be construed 
lo require mixed accommod9.tion3 (by sitting 
tojfether), facihties and privileges at inns, in pub. 
lie conveyances on land or water, theaters oi 
other places of public amusement, for persons of 
different race or color, nor to prohibit separate ac- 
commodations, facilities and privileges at inns, 
in public conveyances on land or water, thea- 
ters or other places of public amusement ; such 
separate accommodations, facilities and privileges 
bemg equal in equipment and kind for persons of 
every race and color, regardless of any previous 
condition of servitude: And provided further. 
That nothing in this act shall be construed to re- 
quire mixed common schools and public institu- 
tions of learning and benevolence lor persons of 
different race or color, nor to prohibit separate 
common schools for different races or colors, pro- 
vided the facilities, duration of term, and equip- 
ments of such common schools and pubUc insfi> 
tutioQS for both races in the town, city, school 
district, or other topographical division, shall be 
equal in facilities and equipments for iMth ra 
for the purposes for which such institutions 
established. 

Sec. 2. That any peiaon who shall violate the 
foregoing section by denying to any cil ' 
cept for reasons by law applicable to ci 
every race and color, and regardiess of any pre- 
vious condition of servitude, the ftiU enjoyment 
of any of the accommodations, advantages, facili- 
ties, or privileges in said section enumerated, oi 
by aiding or inciting such denial, shall, for every 
such offense forfeit the sum of Jjoo to the per- 
son aj^eved thereby, to be recovered in action 
of debt, with ftill costs : Prmiidid, That no ac- 
tion shall be maintEunable under the provisions of 
this act when equal but separate accommoda- 
tions, advantages, facilities, or privileges are pro- 
vided for and are not denied to the party com- 
plaining of the violation of this act: And provi- 
ded further. That all persons may elect to sue 
for the penalty aforesaid or to proceed under 
their rights at common law and by State statutes ; 
and having so elected to proceed in the one mode 
or the other, their right lo proceed in the other 
jurisdiction shall be barred. 

Sec. 3. That the district and circuit courts of 
the United States shaE have ci^izance of all 
violations of the provisions of this act, and ac- 
tions for the penalty given by the preceding sec- 
tion may he proseculed in the temtorial, district, 
or circuit courts of the United Slates wherever 
the defendant may be found, without regard to 
the other party. 

Sec. 4. That no citizen, possessing all other 
qualifications which are or may be prescribed by 
law, shall be disqualified for service as grand or 
petit juror in any court of the United States, or 
of any Stale, on account of race, color, or pre- 
vious condition of servitude; and any person 



charged with any duty in the selection or sum- 
loning. of jurors who shall exclude or fail to 
inmron any citizen for the cause aforesaid, shall, 
conviction, he fined not more than El,D00. 
Sec. 5. That all cases arising under the pro- 
isions of this act shall be reviewable by the Su- 
reme Court of the United States, without regard 
) the amount in controversy, in the same manner 
i now provided by law for the review of other 

"Which was disagreed to on a count. — yeas 91, 

The question recurring on Mr. Cessna's mo- 
rn, it was disagreed to — yeas 113, nays 14B, not 
voting 28 ! 

Yeas — Messrs. Albert, Barber, Barrere, Bass, 
Begole, Buffinton, H. C. Burchard, Burleigh, 
Burrows, B. F. Bnller, Cain, Cannon, Carpenter, 
Cason, Ce.'Sna, Clayton, S. A. Cobb, Cobum, 
Conger, Cotton, Crooke, Crounse, Cnrtis, Dar- 
rall, Dawes, Dobbins, 'Donnan, Buell, Eames, 
Field, Fort, Foster, Garfield, Gooch, Harmer, B. 
W. Harris, Hathom, J. B. Ilawley, J. R. Haw- 
ley. G. W. Hazellon, J, W. Haielton, Hendee, 
E. R. Hoar, Hodges, Hooper, Hosldns, Hough- 
Howe, Hurlbot, Kasson, Kelley, Lamport, 
Lansing, W. Lawrence, Lawson, Loughridge, 
Lowe, Lynch, McCrary, I, W. McDill, McNulta, 
Monroe, Morey, Myers, Negley, Niles, O'Neill, 
Orth, Packard, Page, R. C, Parsons, Pendleton, 
Pierce, Pike, Pratt, Rainey, Rapier, Richmond, 
J. W. Robinson, S, Ross, Rusk, Sawyer, H. B. 
Sayler, Sessions, Shanks, Sheldon, W. B, Small, 
Smart, A. H. Smith, G. L. Smith, H. B. Smith, 
J. Q. Smith, Spragua, Starkweather, C. A. 
Stevens, Stowell, Sypher, Taylor, W. Townsend, 
Tyner, Waldron, A. S. Wallace, J. D. Ward, M. 
L. Ward, Wilber, G. Willard, C. G. Williams, 
J. M. S. Williams, W. Williams, W. B, Wil- 
liams, J. Wilson, J. M. Wilson, Woodworth — 
"3- 

N A vs— Messrs, G. M. Adams, Albright, 
Archer, Ankiir, Ashe, Alkins, Averill, Ban- 
ning, Betk, H. P. Bell, Berry, Biery, Bland, 
Blouni, Bowen, Bradley, Bright, Brombcrg, 
y. y. Broken, Buekner, Bundy, R. R. Butler, 
y. H. CaLhoell, Ccadfield, Chittenden, A. 
Clark, jr., J. B. Clark, jr., F. Clarke, Clem- 
ents, Clymer, C. L. Cobb, Cominge, Cook, Cor- 
win, Cox, Crillenden, Crossland, Cmtcbfield, 
yohn y. Davis, De Witt, Dunnell, Durham, 
Eden, Eldredge, Finck, Giddings, Glover, 
Gunckel, Gunter, Hagans, E. Hale, R. S. Hale, 
R. Hamilton, Hancock, H. R. Harris, y T. 
Harris, H, H. Harrison, ,fin/i-A(>-, Havens, Hays, 
Hereford, Herndon, Holman, Hubbell, Hun- 
ter, Hunlon, Hyde, Hynes, Kellogg, Knapp, 
Lamar, lamison. Leach, B. Lewis, Lofland, 
Lowndes, Luttrell, Magee, Martin, A. S. Mc- 
Dill, McLean, Merriam, Milliken, Mills, Moore, 
MorrisoH, Neal, Nesmith, Niblaek, O'Brien, 
Orr, Packer, H. W. Parker, I. C. Parker, 
Pelhan. ,. ". . 

Poland, Potter, Randall, W. 
W. M. Robbins, E. H. Roberts. W. R. Roberts, 
y. C. Robinson, M. Sayler, R. Sekell, 7. G. 
Schumaier, Scofield, H.J. Scuddet, I. W.Scud- 
der, Sener, Sheats, L. D, Shoemaker, Sloan, 
Slois, J, A. Smith, Snyder, Speer. Stanard, 
Standiford, Stone, Storm, Strait, Strawbridge. 



y,GoogIc 



THE SUPPLEMBKTAEY CIVIL EIGHTS BILL. 



7 



Swatiit, C. Y. Thomas, J. M. Thompson, Thoni- 
burgh, Todd, Tremain, R. B. Vaita, WaiideU, 
E. Wdh, A. White, Whitehead, Wkitehouse, 
Whiteley, Whitthorne, C. W. Willard, Witlie, 

E. K. Wihon, Wolfs, F. Wood, y. D. Young, 

F. M. B. Yoiaig—lA^. 

Mr. Shanks moved (lie following as a pre- 
uinbie to the bQI : 

Wbeieas, it is essential to just government that 
we recognize the equality of all men before the 
law, and bold it is the duty of government in its 
dealings with the people to mete out equal and 
exact justice to all, of whatever nativity, race, 
color, or persuasion, religious or political ; and it 
being the proper object of legislation to enact fun- 
damental principles into law ; Therefore, &c. 

Which was agreed to — yeas zl8, nays 26, not 
Toting 45 : 

Yeas — Messrs. Albert, Albright, Archer, Ashe, 
Atkins, Averill, Banning, Barber, Barrere, Bass, 
Beck, Begole, Biery, Bland, Bradley, Biickner, 
Buffinton, Bundy, H. C Burchard, Burleigh, Bm-- 
rows, B. F. Butler, R. R. Builer, Cain, Cannon, 
Carpenter, Cason, Caulfield, Cessna, A. Clark, jr., 
J. B. Oark, jr„ F. Clarke, Clayton, Clements, 
Clymsr, C. L. Cobb, S. A. Cobb, Cobum, 
Comings, Conger, Cook, Corwin, Cotton, Cur, 
Crittetidea, Croohe, Crounse, Crntchfield, Cur- 
tb, Darrall, Dawes, Ds Witt, Dobbins, Don- 
nan, Duell, Dunnell, Durham, Eames, Mden, 
Field, Fort, Foster, Garfield, Giddings, Glover, 
Gooch, Gunckel, Guntir, Hagans, E, Hale, R. 
Hamilton, Harmer, B. W. Harris, H. H. Harri- 
son, Haicher, Hathorn, Havens, J. B. Hawley, 
J. R. Hawley, Hays, G. W. Haseiton, J. W. 
Haielton, Hendee, Heriford, Harndon, E. R. 
Hoar, Hodges, Holmaii, Hooper, Hoskins, 
Houghton, Howe, Hubbell, Hunter, Hurlbyt, 
Hyde, Hynes, Kasson, Kelley, Kello^, Lamar, 
Lamport, Lansing, W. Lawrence, Lawson, 
Leach, Lofland, Loughridge, Lowe, Lowndes, 
Magee, Martin, McCrary, A. S. McDill, J. 
W, McDili, MacDougall, McKee, McNulta, 
Merciam, SSiUs, Monroe, Mriore, Morey, Morri- 
son, Myers, JJegley.Niles, 0'5rtf«, O'Neill, Orr, 
Octh, Packard, Packer, Page, H. W. Parker, 
I. C. Parker, R. C. Parsons, Pelham, Pendleton, 
Ferry, W. A. PhiUips, Pierce, Pike, J. H. Piatt, 
jr., Poland, C. N. PoUer, Pratt, Rainey, Ran- 
dall. EApier, W. H. Ray, Richmond, W. M. 
Robbins, E, H. Roberts, W. R. Roberts, y. C. 
Robinson, T. W. Robinson, S. Ross, Sawyer, H. 
B. Sayler, Scofield, H. J. Scudder, I. W. Scudder, 
Sener, Sessions, Sianks, Sheats, Sheldon, L, D. 
Shoemaker, Sloan, W. B. Small, Smart, A. H. 
Smith, G. L. Smith, H. B. Smith, J. A. Smith, J. 
Q. Smith, Snyder, Sfeer, Sprague, Stanard, 
Slandiford, Starkweather, C. A. Stevens, Storm, 
Stowell, Strait, Sttawbridge, Siaann, Sypher, 
Taylor, C. R. Thomas, C. Y Thomas, J. M. 
Thompson, Thornburgh, Todd, W. Townsend, 
Tremain, Tyner, R. B. Vanee, Waddgll, Wnld- 
ron, A. S, Wallace, J. D. Ward, M. I.. Wiurd, 
E. Wells, A. White, WhUehead, Wkitehouse, 
Whiteley, Wilber, G. Willard, C. G. VVilliams, 
J. M. S. Williams, W. Williams, J. Wilson, J. M. 
Wilsoii, Woodworth — 218. 

Nays— Messrs. G. M. Adams, Arthur, H. P. 
Bell, Berry, Blount, Bowen, Bright, Bromberg, 
y. V. BrowH, y. H. Co/rfwi//, Chittenden, Cross- 
land, yohn y. Davis, Eldredge, Hancock, H. 



R. Harris, Hunion, McLean, MlUiken. y. W. 
Nesmith, Read, Sihell, Stone, W. B. Williams, 
E. IC. mison, y. D. Young— 26. 

The previous question being seconded and the 
main question ordered, the question was taken, 
and the bill reported from the Committee on the 
Jndiciary, as amended on motion of Mr. Kel- 
logg, was passed — -yeas 162, nays 100, not vot- 
ing 27, as follows ! 

YEflS— Messrs. Albert, Albright, Averill, Bar- 
ber, Barrere, Bass, Begole, Bieiy, Bradley, Buf- 
finton, Bundy, H. C. Burchard, Burieigh, Burrows, 

B. F. Builer, Cain, Cannon, Caqjenter, Ca- 
son, Cessna, A. Clark, jr., F. Clarke, Clayton, 
Qements, S. A. Cobb, Coburn, Conger, Corwin, 
Cotton, Crooke, Crounse, Curtis, Darrall, Dawes, 
Dobbins, Donnan, Duell, Dunnell, Eames, 
Field, Fort, Foster, Garfield, Goodi, Gunckel, 
Hagans, E, Hale, R. S. Hale, Hannev, B. W. 
Hams, Hathorn, J. E. Hawley, J. R. Hawley, 
Hays, G. W. Hazeiton, J. W. Hazelton, Hendee, 
E. R. Hoar, Hodges, Hooper, Hoskins, 
Houghton, Howe, Hubbell, Hunter, Hurlbut, 
Hyde, Hynes, Kasson, Kelley, Kellogg, Lam- 
port, Lansing, W.. Lawrence, Lawson, B. Lewis, 
Loughridge, Lowe, Lynch, Martin, McCrary, A. 
S. McDill, j, W. McDill, MacDougall, MclCet-, 
McNulta, Merriam, Monroe, Moore, Morey, My- 
ers, Neeley, Nlles, O'Neill, Orr, Orth, Pack- 
ard, Packer, Page, I. C. Parker, R. C. Parsons, 
Pelhara,' Pendleton, W. A. Phillips, Pierce, Pike, 
J. H. Piatt, jr., Poland, Pratt, Rainey, Rapier, 
Richmond, E. H. Roberts, J. W. Robinson, S. 
Ross, Rusk, Sawyer, H. B. Sayler, Scofield, H. J. 
Scudder, I. W. Scudder, Sessions, Shanks, 
Sheals, Sheldon, L. D. Shoemaker, W. B. Small, 
Smart, A. H. Smith, G. L. Smith, H. B. Smith, 
J. Q. Smith, Snyder, Sprague, Starkweather, C. A. 
Stevens, SloweU, Strawbridge, Sypher, Taylor, 

C. R. Thomas, J, M. Thompson, Todd, W. 
Townsend, Tremain, Tyner, Waldran, A. S. 
Wallace, J. D. Ward, M. L. Ward, A. White, 
Whiteley, Wilber, C. W. Willard, G. Willard, 
C. G. Williams, J, M. S. WiUiams, W. Wil- 
liams, W. B. Williams, J. Wilson, J. M. Wilson, 
Woodworth — 162. 

Nays — Messra. G. M. Adams, Arc/ier, Ar- 
thur, Ashe, Atkins, Banning, Beck, H. P. Bell, 
Berry, Bland, Blount, Bmven, Bright, Brom- 
berg, y. Y. Brown, Buekner, R. R. Butler, y. H. 
Caldiaell, Caulfield, Chittendm, y.B. Clark, jr., 
Cfyni/r, Comingo, Cooi, Q/x, Crittmdm, Cross- 
land, Crntchfield, yohn y. Davis, De Witt, 
Durham, Eden., Bldredge, Finek, GMdings, 
Glover, Gunter, R. Hanntton, Hancock. H. R, 
Harris, y. 7. Harris, H. H. Harrison, Hatcher, 
Hereford, Hcmdon, Holman, Hanton, Knapp, 
Lamar, Lamison, Leach, Lofland, Lowndes, 
Lattrell, Magee, McLean, l^ilHien, Mills, Mor- 
rUon, Neal, Nesmith. Niblack, O'Brien, H. W. 
Parker, Perry, W. W. Phelps, C. N. Potter. 
RandaU, W. H. Ray, Read, W. M. Rabbins, 
IV. R. Roberts, y. C. Robinson, M. Sayler, 
Schell, y. G. Schumaier, Sloan, Sloss, 
J. A. Smith, Speer, Stanard, Staadi/ord, Al. H. 
Stephens, Stone, Storvt, Sioann, C. Y. Thomas, 
Thornburgh, R. B. Vance, Waddell, E. Wells, 
Whitehead, Whitehouss, Whitthome. Willie, 
E.K. Wilson, Wolfe, F. Wood, J. D. Young, 
P. M. 3. Yming—ioo. 

Not Voting — Messrs. Barnum, Barry, C, L, 
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Cobb, Creamer, Danford, Farweil, J. C. Freeman, 
Frye, Havens, G. F. Hoar, Kmdall, KiUinger, 
Marshall, Maynard, Mitchell, Numi, T. C. Piatt, 
Purtnan, Ransier, Sener, Sherwood, W. A. 
Smith, Southard, St. John, Strait, Walls, Wbeel- 



In Senate. 

February 15 — Mr. Edmunds reported back the 
bill from the Committee on the Judiciary lo which 
it had been referred February 6. 

February 27 — Mr. Thukman's amendment to 
strike out in section four, line four, the words 
"or of any State," was disagreed to, yeas 26, 
nays 40, absent 7 : 

Yeas — Messrs. Bayard, Bogy, Carpenter, 
Coaptr, Dicuis, Dennis, Salon, Ferry of Connec- 
ticut, Goldthviaile, Gordon, Hager, Hamilton of 
Maryland, Hauilton of Texas, Kelly, Lewis, 
MeCreery, Merrimon, Norwood, Sansotn, Saitls- 
bary, ScHURZ, Sprague, Stevenson, Stoekton, 
Tkurman, Tipton — 26. 

Nays — Messrs. Alcorn, Allison, Anthony, Bore- 
man, Boutwell, Cameron of Pa., Chandler, 
Clayton, Conkling, Conover, Cragin, Dorsey, Ed- 
munds, Ferry of Michigan, Flanagan, Fteling- 
huysen, Hamlin, Harvey, Howe, Ingalls, Jones 
of Nev., Logan, Mitchell, Morrill of Vermont, 
Morton, Oglesby, Patterson, Pease, Pi'att, Ram- 
sey, Robertson, Sargent, Scott, Sherman, Spencer, 
Stewart, Washburn, West, Windoni, Wright— 40. 

Mr. Bayard offered the following amendment, 
to come in at the end of section four: 

That sections 820 and 821 of the Revised 
Statutes of the United Slates be, and the same are 
hereby, repealed. 

Which was disagreed to, yeas 25, nays 36, 

Yeas — Messrs. Alcorn, ^a^o!-^, Jo^ji, Cooper, 
Davis, Dennis, Eaton, Feriy of Connecticut, 
Goldthwaite, Gordon, Hager, Hamilton of Mary- 
land, Hamilton of Texas, Kelly, MeCreery, 
Merrimon, Noramod, Sansom, Sauis6ury, 
ScHUSZ. Sprague, Stevenson, Stockton, Thur- 
man, Tipton — 25. 

Nays — Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Boutwell, 
Chandler, Clayton, Conkhng, Conover, Cragin, 
Dorsey, Edmunds, Ferty of Michigan, Flanagan, 
Frelinghnysen, Hamlin, Hhrvey, Howe, Ingalls, 
Jones of Nev., Logan, Mitchell, Morrill of Maine, 
Morrill oV Vermont, Morton, Oglesby, Patterson, 
Pease, Prat!, Ramsey, Robertson, Scott, Sherman, 
Spencer, Stewart, Washburn, Windom, Wright 
-36. 

J These sections refer to quahfications of jurors, 
to the oath required of jurors.] 

Mr. Thurman moved to insert the words " not 
more than" after the word "pay" in line seven 
of section two, which was disagreed to, yeas 22, 
nays 36, absent 15 : 

Yeas — Messrs, Bayard, Bogy, Cooper, Davis, 
Dennis, Eaton, GotdthTnaite, Gordon, Hager, 
Hamilton of Maryland, Hamilton of Texas, 
Kelly, McCrtery, Merrimon, Norwood, Ransom, 
Saulsixry, SCHVKZ, Sprague, Stevenson, Slork- 

Na¥S — Messrs. Alcorn, Allison, Boutwell, 
Chandler, Clayton, Conkling, Conover, Cragin, 
Dorsey, Edmunds, Ferry of Michigan, Flanagan, 



Frelinghnysen, Hamlin, Harvey, Howe, Ingalls, 
Jones of Nev., Logan, Mitchell, Morrill of Maine, 
Morrill of Vt., Morton, Oglesby, Patterson, Pease, 
Pratt, Ramsey, Robertson, Scott, Sherman, Spen- 
cer, Stewart, Washburn, West, Wiudom — 36. 
The bill was then passed, yeas 38, nays 26, 

Yeas— Messrs. Alcorn, Allison, Anthony, 

jremaii, Boutwell, Cameron of Pa., Chandler, 
Clayton, Conkling, Conover, Cragin, Edrounils, 
Ferry of Michigan, Flanagan, Frelinghnysen, 
Harvey, Howe, Ingalls, Jones of Nov., Logan, 
Mitchell, Morrill rfVt., Morton, Oglesby, Pat- 
terson, Pease, Pratt, Ramsey, Robertson, Saigent, 
Scott, Sherman, Spencer, Stewart, Washburn, 
West, Windom, Wright— 38. 

Nays — Messrs. Bayard, Bogy, Carpenter, 
Cooper, Davis, Dennis, Eaton, Feriy of Connec- 
ticut, Goldthwaite, Gordon, Hager, Hamilton OC 
Maryland, HAMILTON of Texas, Kelly, Lewis, 
MeCreery, Merrimon, Norwood, Ransom, Saiih- 
bitry, ScHtJRZ, Sprague, Stevenson, Stockton, 
'^hurmim, TiPTON— 26. 

Absent — Messrs. Brownlow, Dorsey, Fenton, 
Gilbert, Hamlin, Hitchcock, Johnston, Morrill 
of Maine, Wadleigh— 9. 

The bill was approved by President Grant, 
March I, 1875, 



Judicial Action Upon It. 

1875, March 21 — Jutlfte Halmer H. Emmons, 
U. S. Judge for the Siitn Circuit (Ohio, Michi- 
gan, Kentucky and Tennessee), gave the follow- 
ing instructions to the Grand Jury, at the session 
of the court held in Memphis, Tennessee; 
[Newspaper Copy.] 

It is to be regretted that a question of such ex- 
ceptional importance, and one which is produc- 
ing so much excitement, should come before the 
court in this form. At an early day, however, 
and during the term, we are compelled by law 
to decide the matter you lay Eiefore us. 

The severe penalties imposed by this law upon 
prosecuting attorneys and other officials will, we 
are advised, be attempted to be enforced should 
the grand jury fail to indict, in the assumption 
that their action will be controlled by such offi- 
cers unless the conrt acts. Every consideration 
makes it a duty fo answer your questions at once. 

You ask whether it is a crime for which yon 
have a right to find an indictment, that a negro 
has been denied " the full and equal enjoyment 
of the accommodations, advantages, facilities, 
and privileges of the theatres and inns" of the 
State. Such a denial is not an offense over 
which Congress can give this court jurisdiction. 
Those are matters which the State governments 
alone control. 

The parties who think themselves aggrieved can 
bring their civil action in this court at once. Any 
decision we may then make can be reviewed by 
the supreme court. 

In ordinary circnmstances, this brief reply is 
all which we should make. It is all which, as a 
very general rule, the proprieties of such occa- 
sions authorize. But such are the exceptional 
conditions which attend these complaints before 
you, and such the exciled condition of those 



..Google 



THE SUPPLEMENTARY CIVIL RIGHTS BILL, 



classes whom the law was intended to affect, 
that after much hesitation we have yielded to an 
earnest request to state in a simple and untechni- 
cal form the reason upon which our advice rests. 
To do this successfully, in haste and without pre- 
paration, is still more difficult for a judge than to 
treat the matter technically when addressing the 
judicial and professional mind. 

Until the three recent amendments to the na- 
tional constitution, which abolished slavery and 
attempted to protect the civil and poUtical rights 
of the freedmen, all parties conceded that the 
federal government had no power whatever to 
rest rain such an offense as tliis. The punishment 
of murder, arson, assaults and batteries, tres- 
passes, frauds, injuries to reputation, of otistruc- 
tions to the right of attending church, public 
schools, theatres, and forcing the right of l>eing 
accommodated in inns, and by common carriers 
within the State, were matters not only not 
granted to the general government, but in tlie 
the constitution itself expressly reserved to the 
States. The vast mass of civil and political 
rights included in the compendious phrase, the 
right to " life, liberty, and the pursuit of liappi- 
ness," rested entirely under State protection. To 
this familiar and unquestioned truism, there was 
universal assent then and is now. The only 
question presented for judicial determination is, 
have these amendments completely revolution- 
ized the whole character of our government; be- 
cause it is entirely evident that if Congress has 
the power of regulating the theaters and "other 
places of amusement" in Memphis and other cit- 
ies of the Union, this necessarily involves the 
power of jB-otecting the more sacred and import- 
ant rights of the colored citizen. 

The thirteenth amendment abolished slavery 
only : it did no more. It gave the freedman no 
right of protection from the federal government 
superior to that of his white fellow-cidiens, and 
no exemfKlon from the power of Slate control 
which might be exercised ag^nst others, "" 
right of legislation secured to Congress ir 
amendment was that only of creating penalties for 
a violation of its provisions, and to provide securi- 
ties against the re-establishment of slavery, eithei 
generally or in particular instances. It accords nc 
more authority to enact that he should have the 
right to vote, to testify, to make contracts, to hold 
r»d estate, exercise trades, attend public school; 
or any other matter or thing within the limits of 
State, than it does to enact the same thing r 
reference to white men. The utmost effect of 
this great provision in Our constitution w 
make the colored man a citizen, equal before the 
laws with the race which liad enslaved hi 
For this purpose the fourteenth amendment v 
by no means necessary. So far as the control of 
Congress is concerned, the States were still free 
to legislate in reference to what persons should 
attend theaters, be accommodated at inns, or be 
transported by conimon carriers within the States. 
As an illustration of unquestioned local State 
power anterior to this amendment, we suggest a 
fact m the history of the State of Michigan : By 
the voice of the people, it three times denied the 
colored race, though taxed, the right of vodng. 
The Supreme Court of that State sustained as 
lawful the action ofa steamboat master excluding 



colored person from the steamer's cabin, com- 
elling him to take passage on the deck. These 
^ idges were high-toned gentlemen, of far more 
"than ordinary legal culture and ability, and 
elected to their places by a then strongly pre- 
dominant anti-slavery party in the State. They 
ned the action of the carrier, as a wholesome 
police regulation, calculated, in view of our 
American education and prejudices, to secure 
peace and harmony in that department of com- 
merce and business imder his control. It was 
deemed injudicious that the law should interfere 
with his action. The State Legislature, also 
overwhelmingly anti-slavery in sentiment, might 
have changed this nde, but refused to do so. 
Against this action, political and judicial, a large 
and influential portion of the people earnestly 
stru^led and protested. But all undeistood, 
from the numerous rulings of the supreme court, 
was no power in Congress to interfere with 
the decision of the judges and the people of the 
State. Like conditions, in a greater or less de- 
gree, characterized nearly every free State in the 
Union. A nearly similar judgment, arising upon 
facts ance the amendment, has recendy been 
pronounced by the learned judge of the superior 
court of Cleveland, 0., in which he ruled that the 
manager of a theater might lawfully exclude from 
the dress circle a colored person of never so much 
respectability. It would seem to 1>e clear that the 
abohtion of siavery placed the negro in the former 
States just where he had before stood in the free 
Stales. What Coneress could not do in reference 
to a free negro in a northern State, where 
slavery never existed, before the abolition of 
slavery, it could not afterward do in regard to 
one living in the South. We conclude with con- 
fidence that the thirteenth amendment did not 
authorize Congress to interfere with the private 
and internal regulations of theater managers, 
hotel keepers, or common carriers within the 
State, in reference to colored persons, any more 
than it did in regard to their white fellow-citizens. 
It vrill simplify the subject, before considering 
the fourteenth amendment to say that the clauses 
forbidding the "States to deprive any person of 
life, liberty, or property, without due process of 
law, or deny to any person the equal protection 
of fhe laws," have no .application to this subject, 
They are intended solely to prevent the ar"bitrary 
transfer of property from citizen to citizen without 
legal adj udication or process, and to prevent the 
establishment of tribunals for one class of persons 
varying from those which determine the rights of 
all. These inhibitions, too, beyond all contro- 
versy, are aimed at the action of the Stale only, 
and have no reference to individuals. 

The only provision of the fourteeenth amend- 
ment which affects this question is that which 
provides that " no State shall make or enforce any 
law which shall abridge the privileges and immu- 
nities of citizens of the United States." It would 
be as useless as it would be improper, in view of 
the authoritative judgment of the court of last 
resort, to do more than to explain just what it 
announces. In what, are known as the Slaughter- 
house cases (iSlh Wallace) two points were 
established. First, that this dause prohibited the 
action of the State alone, and gave Congress no 
power to legislate against the wrongs and personal 
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violence of flie ddEen. Second, that the privileges 
and immunities which a State could not abridge 
were only that limited cIeiss which depended 
immediately apon the constitution of the United 
States. They aie few in number and of lillle 
importance to the great mass of the colored race 
in their present conilitioii. The right to pass 
from State to State and to the national capitjj to 
protection upon the high seas and in foreign 
countries, and a few others, were stated as illus- 
trations. The great body of our civil and politi- 
cal rights, that of acquiring and enjoying property, 
real and personal, io exercise trades, attend 
schools and churches, to be protected against 
personal violence, and enjoy the freedom of opin- 
ion, were declared to rest entirely under State 
protecdon, and were not included in this amend- 
In reference to the first pfoposilion, that the 
power of Congress was not called into action 
under (his clause until (he. -State, through its 
political power, had violated its provisions by 
passing, or attempting to enforce, some law, ob- 
tained the unanimous consent of every member 
of the court We do not undetstajid that this 
is anywhere questioned. This legislation, there- 
fore, when no such exigency has occurred, is 
without authority, and it is our duty for this rea- 
son to advise you not lo find an indictaienl foi 
vioEation of its provisions. 

The second proposition, affirmed by a majority 
of the court, jusf as conclusively establishes the 
invalidity of this law. The character of the 
wrong done — that of excluding a citizen from 
a hotel and a. theater — is not such 
gress has any right to punish. They, say the 
Supreme Court, are violations of such rights as 
attach to citizens of a State, and do not belong fo 
those which he enjoys as a citizen of the United 
. States. It is this latter limited class of rights 
only which the fourteenth amendment protects. 
Within this judgment, therefore, there is no 
power of federal legislation to provide penalties 
for (he violation of any privilege save the few 
which are enjoyed peculiarly under the federal 
constituiion. The right fo go from State to 
State, lo visit the capitol, and other national 
privileges, Congress may protect. All others, 
among which are the rights claimed to have been 
infringed in tbe present instance, are beyond its 
contnil, For this additional reason the law 
which attempts to protect them is void for the 
want of power in the body which passed it. 

The Slaoghfer-house cases were well calculated 
to have elicited a different judgment, if the court 
had not felt constrained upon principle to de- 
cide as it did, A State law had substantially 
interfered with the trade and calling of a large 
class of citizens. Every butcher and dealer in 
meats over a wide-spread territory was com- 
pelled to pay an onerous tribute to a single cor- 
pomtion. But their right to carry on a trade, to 
acquire and dispose of property, was held not to 
come within the protection of the fourteenth 
amendment. There was no middle ground for 
the court; they must hold either that it com- 
pletely revolutioniied the whole theory of our 
government, and tansferred to federal contl-ol all 
those rights hitherto alone protected hy State laws ; 
or hold, upon the other hand, that it referred 



few privileges secured by the nUonal 
jn. That court, in the san e vo ume 
ipplied the same principle where a woman n 
.llinois was rejected as an applicant for adn ss on 
to the bar. It again decided that such right was 
of the iminunitles protected by tl e in end 
In i8th Wallace a State Jaw having de- 
prived a citizen of the right to sell what he 
wned and possessed, it held that the selling of 
property was a privilege and immunity protected 
by State laws and consdtutions only, and was not 
protected by this clause. 

With the fact that this interpretation was equiv- 
alent to expunging it from the amendments alto- 
gether, we have nothing to do. It is true, 
'onably, that any violation of any privi- 
immunity protected by the federal^ con- 
stitution, by the State, could be punished and 
redressed by congressional law before the adoption 
of this amendment. As now judicially read by 
; court of last resort, it leaves the organic law 
this regard precisely where it was before. It 
one of those constructions often resorted lo, to 
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legislatures who pass Jaws 
I adopt e. ■■■ * 



We do not deem it indelicate to express our 
sympathy with the lai^e and respectable class of 
our fellow- citizens, including beyond question a 
majority of the more conservative Chrisdan gen- 
tlemen of the south, who regret that there exists 
nowhere in either government. State or nadonal , 
the power of punishing those mean and cowardly 
murders whidi are so frequently disgracing our 
civilizadon before theworJd. Although we have 
carried the doctrine of local governments in 
township and county oi^nizations to a gieat ex - 
treme, we find in all its ordinary administrations 
most beneficial effects. To its universal applica- 
tion, however, most statesmen now agree that 
there should be some excepdons. In no country 
but our own is the discreditable fact true that 
where murder, cruel and shocking outrages, are 
perpetrated by a dominant party in a narrow 
r^ion of countiy, there is no power of pun- 
ishment, save through the impracticable instru- 
mentality of those who have either committed or 
sympathized with the crime. When conspiracies 
and combinadons against the property, well-being 
and life of classes or persons in the small civil 
divisions of our country include large portions of 
the constabulary, the magistracy, and the jurors, 
grand and traverse, the inevitable consequence 
must be (hat the offenses they commit, or with 
which they sympathize, will he pefpetrated with 
impunity. Unless om' statesmen, State or national, 
create some jurisdiction of wider scope, and which 
will authorize indictments and trial beyond the 
narrow limits a majority of whose cidzens abet 
the crime to be punished, the nation must still 
submit to the disgrace of yearly addidons of mean 
and courage- wanting murders of the most innocent 
and helpless, without the slightest infliction of 
any legal penalty upon the offenders. It has 
been our painful duty in repeated instances to 
chaise juries that the federal court had no cog- 
nizance of offenses where crimes so cruel and 
shocking had been proved that court, jury and 
audience could scarce refrain from tears of sym- 
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padiy, and where the elegantly-dressed, socially 
well-connected, and shameless murderers had, in 
the communities where they had shed innocent 
blood, not only confessed, but boasted of such 
crimes; or who had either not been indicted al all, 
or when tried, had been acquitted by juries, tbeir 
dju rs in crime, amid the acclamations of 
h o- nspirators. In a very recent case it 
was pro d that a young man of wealth, education, 
d m estimable moral character was shot to 
dea h at midday in his own house by a band of 
iffi f no other reason than that he had acted 
IS 1 u-m a bf a committee to wsdt upon the 
g f his State to solicit his action for the 

En of the negroes of his county, who were 
dn en from their homes, their houses 
b d nd themselves murdered by the lawless 
np s by whom he was killed. The mock 
rial by wM<i these infamous offenders were 
tr umphantly acquitted was a still greater stain 
up ur iviliiatLon than the monstrous crime it 
aff ed try. It is Ijeljeved by many of our 
b ns that there should be here, as in every 

other government on earth, some power to bring 
such wicked men to justice ontside of, and un- 
controlled by, the wills and hands which have 
united in their atrocities. As if does not now 
exist, and as no attempt at alteration is made by 
the State powers, it is natural that all those whose 
hearts are not of flint, and hope to be blessed and 
prosper as they do unto others as they would that 
others should do unto them, should strive to tlie 
niiermost to find the source of protection in the 
federal constltudon. In the present condidon of 
public opinion the remedy should, perhaps, be 
sought through the political acrion of the State 
only. I have but small sympathy with the right 
of the negro to see the immodest and vnfgar dis- 
plays in the ballet dance, which iu modern times 
so universally disgrace the best theatrical presen- 
tations. I would have selected some more pre- 
cious and beneficent privilege for protection, if 
the power had existed, Weturn from this almost 
grotesque eitercise of national authority, and ex- 
press our regret only that it cannot be exerted to 
protect from pillage and murder the humble homes 
of those peaceful toilers, who quietly and inoffen- 
sively labor to support their wives and little ones, 
and who do not officiously and distastefully thrust 
themselves in the face of those Ughter and less 
reflective portions of society so frequently found 
among theatrical audiences. We believe the 



used, the lady and gentleman of solid position 
and real cultivation are least annoyed by his 
presence when he is really worthy and cultivated ; 
and when left unstimulated by foreign and wicked 
influences, his own good sense, guided by public 
opinion, keeps him in'his proper position as uni- 
formly as all other claSSes of society. 

A recent judgment of one of the learned jus- 
tices of the supreme coiut, after he enjoyed the 
benefits of the elaborate arguments, and pardci- 
pating in the dissenting opinions in the Slaugh- 
ter-house cases, sdll affirms that violence upon the 
negro, simply because he is such, finding its sole 
animus in his race and color, may he made penal 
by Congressional enactment. This utterance 
suggests what otherwise we should have deemed 



impossible, that the supreme court may still find 
in the thirteenth amendment, which abolishes 
slavery, or the first clause m the fifteenth, which 
creates citizenship, so much incidental poWer to 
protect what they create, as will sustain a na- 
tional law punishing the crime, where life, liber- 
.ty, and property ore violently taken, solely on 
accoimt of the race and color of the par^ in- 
jured. Our sympathies are in that direction. 
Could we see a plausible path leading to such 
ground, after what that court has said, we would 
gladly stand upon it. But so demonstrative appear 
to us the arguments, in view of the judgments of 
the Supreme Gjurt already rendered, that a crime 
perpetrated by one citizen of Tetmessee upon an- 
other, when it consists in the violation of some 
right which is enjoyed solely as the citizen of 
the State, and depends in no degree upon the na- 
tional constitution, that we feel at liberty to give 
no different advice. 

1875, June 8— Judge Rensselaer R, Nelson, U. 
S. District Judge in the district of Minnesota, 
gave the following instructions to the Grand Jury 
at the session of the court held at Winona: 

To answer your question properly it is neces- 
sary to examine the fourteenth amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States. Previous to 
the adoption of the recent ainendm ts h w 
certdnly no authority given to C g b y 
clause in the Constitation to enact h as 

the one under consideration. 

The thirteenth amendment ah ish d ry 

and involuntary servitude, except as a p n h 
ment for crime, and the fourteen h m dm n 
defines, if it does not absolutely creat iz 
ship of the United States, and provides under 
what circumstances a citizen of the United States 
ma^ become a citizen of a State. It also pro- 
eljumed protection to all citizens of the 
United States in the enjoyment of their privileges 
and immunities, and eqi^ protection of the laws 
to all persons within the jurisdiction of the State. 
The first section of the fourteenth amendment de- 
clares that " all persons bom or naturalized in the 
United States are citizens of the United States, 
and of the State wherein they reside. No State 
shall make or enforce any law which sh^ 
abridge the privil^es or immunities of the United 
States ; nor shall any State deprive any person of 
life, liberty or property, without due process of 
law ; nor deny to any person within its jurisdic 
tion the equal protection of the laws." 

Section 5 provides that "the Congress shall 
have power to enforce by appropriate legislation 
the provisions of this amendment." 

You will see that the legislation of Congress 
has been extended, and that of the States cur- 
tailed. 

The Supreme Court of the United States in the 
« Slaughter-house cases," reported in i6th Wal. 
lace, decided that there is a citizenship of the 
United States and a citizenship of a State, each 
possessing certain privileges and immunities dis- 
tinct from the other; and that the first clause of 
section I of the fourteenth amendment prohibited 
State legislation from abridging the privileges and 
immunities of the citizens of the United States 
only, and did not deprive the State governments 
from regulating and controlling the great funda- 
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mental rights of man, which belong to every citi- 
zen of a State, embracing nearly all the civil and 
political rights for the protection and enforcement 
of which State governments are established. It 
decided, thetetore, that the right to slaughter 
animals within the city of New Orleans was not 
a privilege or immunity owing its existence to, 
the Federal Government, its Constitution or its 
laws, and that a charter giving exclusive privi- 
leges to a corporation in regard to slaughtering 
animals was not in violation of the fourteenth 
amendment. There was no question raised or 
decided in regard to the power of l^slation by 
Congnss under this amendment. It was the 
constitutionality of an Internal police regulation 
of a State that was before the court, and the law 
creating the corporation was sustained. 

I call your attention to this case for the reason 
that several diMingidshed Federal and District 
judges and one eminent Circuit Court judge, in 
instructing grand juries upon the presentation of a 
similar question, have considered that the inter- 
pretation by the United States Supreme Court of 
this &st section of the fourteenth amendment is 
a judgment against the constitutionality of the 
law under consideration. With great respect for 
the opinion of these judges, I cannot assent to 
their conclusions; and while I have no sympathy 
withtliis kind of Congressional le^slation, and' 
believe that the State government should punish 
all wrong or outrage of this character committed 
within its limits, still I think that where race, 
color, nativity, and religious or polidcal IwUef, 
furnishes the only reason for the commission of 
such wrong or outrage, a proper occasion arises 
for the exercise of the power of Congress under 
this amendment. The objection ui^ed against 
such a law is that it seeks to punish in the Fed- 
eral Courts a violation of certain privileges which 
pertain to State citizenship. It is not doubted 
that the punishment of ordinary offenses against 
persons of any race belongs to the State Govern- 
ments. They were created for the purpose of 
protecting life, liberty and the pursuit of individ- 
ual happiness, and should legislate for this ob- 
ject. Yet as the fourleenth amendment creates 
citizenship and guarantees the equality of all per- 
sons before the law, I think Congress can provide 
for the punishment of individuals who deprive 
any person of the enjoyment of the rights of citi- 
zenship and of legal equality solely on account 
of race or color. These rights and privileges are 
derived from the Federal Government and are 
under its protecdon. It will be conceded, I think, 
that State legislation malting it an offense to re- 
fuse the enjoyment of hotel accommodations to 
white persons and permitting the exclusion of all 
other persons, would be repugnant to this amend- 
ment. If so, cannot Congress interpose until 
some unfriendly and discriminating State law is 
passed? Must it confine its action to correct 
obnoxious legislation and not restrain individu- 
als ? 

In the case of McCulloch vs. The State of 
Maryland (4th Wheaton, pp. 400-437), the lon- 
struction of the grant of l^islative power under 
the Constitution as it stood before the recent 
amendments was fully discussed, and it was de- 
cided that within the grant of power lo Congress 
for purposes of legislauon it may select any pro- 



per means of effecting the object in view, and 
may adopt any which might be appropriate and 
which were conducive to the end. Applying the 
reasoning of the Court to this case, where the ex- 
press power to enforce the provisions of the 
amendment is given in the fifth section, it seems 
lo me that Congress can legislate, even though a 
State had passed no obnoxious law ; and may also 
in advance, by such enactments as it may deem 
suitable and necessary, remedy the evil agMnat 
which this amendment proposes to guard. 

If the opinion in that case correctly represents 
the extent of Congressional legislation, the 
power of Congress can be exerted directly to put 
down all outrage or discrimination on the part of 
individuals when the motive originates only in 

I do not deem it necessary at this time to more 
fully discuss diis question. The law, in my opin- 
ion, is constitutional. 

A. Conrlction Utidcr the Act> 

In Philadelphia, in February, 1876, Rev. 
Fields Cook, pastor of the Third Baptist colored 
church of Alexandria, Vi^nia, was refused 
sleeping and eating accommodations at the~Bing- 
ham House, by Upton S. Newcomer, one of its 
clerks ; and upon the trial of the cause, in the 
U. S. District Court, John Cadwalader, Judge, 
instructed the jury as follows ; 

The fourteendi amendment of the Constitution 
of the United States makes all persons born or 
naturalized in the United States, and subject to 
the jurisdiction thereof, citizens of the United 
States, and provides that no Slate shall make or 
enforce any law which shall abridge the privi- 
leges or immunities of citizens of the United 
States; nor shall any State * * • deny to any 
person within its jurisdiction the equal protection 
of the laws, This amendment expressly gives 
to Confess the power to enforce it by appropriate 
legislation. An act of Congress of March I, 
1875, enacts that all persons within the jurisdic- 
tion of the United States shall be entitled lo the 
full and equal enjoyment of the accommodations, 
advantages, facilities and privileges of inns, pub- 
lic conveyances on land or water, theaters and 
other places of public amusement, subject only to 
the conditions and Hmitations established bylaw, 
and applicable alike to citizens of every race and 
color, and rnakes it a criminal offense to violate 
these enactments by denying to any citizen, except 
for reasons by law applicable to citizens of every 
race and color, * * * the full enjoyment of 
any of the accommodations, advantages, facilities 
or privileges enumerated. As the law of Penn- 
sylvania had stood until the jzd of March, 1867, 
it was not wrongful for innkeepeis or c&rriers by 
land or water to discriminate against travelers of 
the colored race to such an extent as to exclude 
them from any part of the inns or public convey- 
ances which was set apart for the exclusive accom- 
modation of white travelers. The Legislature of 
Pennsylania, by an act of 22d of March, 186;, 
nltcred the law in this respect as to passengers on 
raihoads. But the law of the State was not 
changed as to inns by any act of the State Legis- 
lature. Therefore, independently of the amend- 
ment of the Constitudon of the United States and 
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of the act of Congress now in question, the con- 
duct of the defendant on the occasion in question 
might, perhaps, have been lawful. It is not 
necessnjy to express an opinion upon this point, 
because the decision of the case depends upon the 
effect of this act of Congress. I am of opinion 
that under the Fourteenth Atnendment of the 
Constitution the enactment of this law was within 
the legislative power of Congress, and that we are 
bound to give effect to the act of Congress ac- 
corcling to its fair meaning. According to this 
meaning of the act I am ^ opinion that if this 
defendant, being in charge of the business of re- 
ceiving travelers in this inn, and of providing 
necessaij' and proper accommodations for them 
in it, refused such accommodations to the witness 
Cook, then a traveler, by reason of his color, (he 
defendant is guillj in manner and form as he 



stands indicted. If the case depended upon the 
unsupported testimony of this witness alone, there 
might be some reason to doubt whether this 
defendant was the person in charge of this part 
of the business. But under this head the addi- 
tional testimony of Mr, Annan seems to be suffi- 
cient to remove all reasonable doubt. If the jury 
are convinced of the defendant's identity, they 
will consider whether any reasonable doubt of 
his conduct or motives in refusing the aecomnio- 
dationa to Fields Cook can exist. The ease ap- 
pears to the court to be proved; but this question 
IS for the jury, not for the court. If the jury have 
any reasonable doubt, they should find the de- 
fendant not guilty; otherwise they will find him 
guilty. 

The jury brought in a verdict of guilty, March 
I, 1876, and the Court imjiosed a fine of $$00. 



III. 

Bill TO PROTECT ElECTOES. 



Fortj-third OoDgress — Second Session. 
In House. 
1S75, February iS — Mr. Coburn, from the 
Select Committee on Affairs in Alabama, re- 
ported the following bill (H. R. 4745), which 
was read twice and recommitted ; 

That if two or more persons, within the juris- 
diction of the United States, shall invade any of 
the States of this Union for the purpose of forci- 
bly overthrovring the existing government of said 
Stale, or any constituted authority of the same, 
or for the purpose of interfering in any forcible 
or tmlawfut manner with the due execution of 
the laws of said State or of the United States 



■e persons. 






i jurisdictio 



of the United Stales, shall conspi 
other person or persons for any of the unlawful 
purposes hereinbefore redted, with intent to com- 
mit the same, each person so offending shall he 
deemed guilty of felony, and, on conviction 
thereof, siSill be punished by fine not exceeding 
ten thousand dollars and by imprisonment and 
confinement at hard labor for a term not exceed- 
ing ten years, at the discretion of the court trying 
the same. 

Sec. 2. That if two or more persons shall con- 
spire together to overthrow by force or to usurp 
l^- violence the State government of any of the 
States of this Union, or any department thereof; 
or if any two or more persons shall, in fact, by 
force and violence attempt to subvert or usurp 
such State government, or any department there- 
of ; or if any two or more persons shall, by like 
lorce and violence, actually overthrow the exist- 
ing government of any State, or any departrnent 
thereof; each person so offending shall he deemed 
guilty of a crime, and, on conviction thereof, 
shall be fined not less than five hundred dollars 
nor more than five thousand dollars, and shall be 
imprisoned not less than one year and not more 



than twenty years, at the discretion of the court 
trying the same. 

Sec. 3. That any person or persons using 01 
proposing to use fire-arms or other deadly weap- 
ons against any peaceable individual or indi- 
viduals, or assemblages of the same, at or near 
the place and on the day or days of registration or 
holding an election for Representatives or Dele- 
gates to Congress, for the purpose of intimidating 
or injuring such individual or individuals while 
such an election is in progress, and before the 
same shall have been completed, or before such 
election has commenced to be held, for the pur- 
pose of intimidating such individuals from com- 
ing to the same, sl^U be guilty of a crime, and, . 
on conviction thereof, shall be fined not less than 
five hundred dollars nor more than two thousand 
dollars, and imprisoned not less than one year 
and not more than three years, at the discretion 
of the court trying the same : Provided^ That in 
all prosecutions under this act, the open or con- 
cealed canying of fire-arms or odier deadly 
weapons at such elections or place of registration 
shall be taken as presumptive evidence of the in- 
tent to intimidate under this act. 

Sec, 4. That in case the registration-officers 
appointed under the laws of any State or Terri- 
tory, where, by the laws of said State or Terri- 
tory, registration is required as a condition of 
voting at any election for Representatives in Gin- 
gress, shall willfully or corruptly refuse or neglect 
to give any persons entitled to vote, at any 
precinct or voting-place established raider the 
provisioiis of the laws of Congress, or of any 
State or Tei-ritory, full and sufficient opportunities 
to register in the manner prescribed by law, and 
within the time fixed by law, or shall, by any 
device or subterfuge, impose conditions or enforce 
discriminations upon voters or classes of voters 
not declared in such registration-laws, or shall 
refuse or neglect, on request made by the voter 
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or his agent, lo furnish such v< 
cate of registration, or such other form of 
of the same as niay by law be required in such 
Stale or Territory, such ofEcer shall be deemed 
guilty of a crime, and, on conviction thereof, 
Siaii be fined not less than five hundred dollars 
nor more than one thousand dollars, or im- 
prisoned not less than six months nor more than 
two years, or both, at the discretion of the court 
trying the same. 

Sec. S- That any person or persons who, at 
any election for a Representative to Congress, 
shall, by cunning or deiice, fraud or force, take, 
or eaufe to be taken from the legal Custodian or 
od h sa or iiom any place where 

k pt d pos an ch custodian or custodians. 



allots, 



r the p 



l-lists, < 






five yeaii 



m haE carry away, conceal, 

at , or destroy stud ballots or 

y ther of them, before the 

d mp ison of the same has been 

d th ult of the election ascer- 

1 b announced, or before the 

d which such ballots and poU- 

n h m, have to be preserved 

h w th United States, or of such 

d T rr ly 'Cry, such person shall be 

d gu crime, and, on conviction 

h b fi d rot less than five hundred 

s than hree thous^id dollars, and 

It the discretion of tiie court trying the 



Sec. 6. That if in the prosecution of any of 
the undertakings hereinbefore declared unlaw- 
ful, or in the commission of any of the offenses 
hereinbefore set forth, any person not partici- 
pant in said offenses or unkwful undertakings 
shall be killed by any persons engaged in the 
same, or any of them, such killing shall consti- 
tu di e of murder! and any person com- 

m ti h ame, or accessory before the fact to 
su h mission, shall, on conviction thereof, 

uft tl p tally of death. 

Se 7 That the district courts of the United 
S w h n their several districts, shall liave, 

e Ins ly f the courts of the several States, ju- 
n d cti f all crimes and offenses against the 
pro IS ns f this act, and also, concurrently with 
th u- courts of the United States, of all 
cans 1 or criminal, arising under this act, 

p as h rein otherwise provided ; and the ju- 
isd h reby conferred shall be exercised in 

conformity with the laws and practice governing 
United States courts ; and all crimes and offenses 
committed against the provisions of this act may 
he prosecuted by the indictment of a grand jury, 
or, in cases of crimes and offenses not infamous, 
may be, either by indictment or information, filed 
by the district attorney in a court having jurisdic- 

Sec. 8. That the supervisors of elwtions here- 
after appointed for any county, parish, or voting- 
precinct in any Cmgressional district, at the 
instance of ten cidzens, as provided in existing 
laws, shall exercise the same powers and perform 
the same duties as are now given to and required 
from supervisors in towns and cities of twenty 
fhousand inhabitants or upward. All supervisors 
of elections within any congres^onal district may 



hereafter be appointed from the congressional 
district; and the judge of the circuit court of the 
United States within whose circuit such district 
may be situate shall appoint such supervisors on 
petition as now provided by law at least thirty 
days prior to the registration or election in which 
they are to act ; and one of said supervisors, so 
appointed by said judge, shall be by him denom- 
inated as chief supervisor of said congressional 
district, and shall possess the powers and perform 
the duties now required by law of a chief super- 

Sec. g. That the provisions of existing laws as 
to the appointment, powers, and duties of special 
deputy marshals for cities and towns of twenty 
thousand inhabitants or upward, in elections for 
Representatives to Congress, are hereby extended 
to the several counties, parishes, and voling-pre- 
ctncts in each congressional district, and such 
special deputies may be selected from any portion 
of such congressional district. 

Sec. io. That at all elections for representatives 
in Congress hereafter held, the managers of such 
elections or board of officers charged with the 
conduct of the said election, by whatever title 
denominated, at the several polling-places, shall 
immediately after the closing of the polls, and 
before separating or adjourning to any other 
time or place, count and declare, in the presence 
of the supervisor and deputy marshal, if any shall 
have been appointed and shall tie present at Said 
polling-place, the result of the vote polled at sitid 
place of . election, and shall thereupon immedi- 
ately certify the same so far as relates lo Repre- 
sentatives in Congress or presidential electors, if 
voted for in said election, under the laws of the 
State, and shall deliver such certificate to said 
supervisor or deputy marshal, whichever may be 
present ; and such supervisor or deputy marshal, 

■'le case may be, shall at once transmit such 
ificate to the chief supervisor of the Congres- 
sional district, who shall, as soon as practicable, 
forward the same to the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives. And the officer or officers 
ch^ed with the canvassing or consolida- 
tion of the vote of any county, city, or par- 
ish shall, in like manner, perform such duly in 
the presence of such supervisee, if present, who 
shall, if appointed, attend in each county, city, or 
parish, at the time and place provided by law for 
such canvass and consolidation. 

Sec. II. That no officer whose office is created 
by this act shall receive any compensation what- 
ever from the United Stales for bis services, nor 
shall the compensation heretofore allowed by law 
to any officer already existing be in any manner 
increased by reason of anything in this act con- 

Sec, 12. That the ballots, poll-lists, tally-sheets, 
or other papers which by the law of any Slate are 
evidence of an election, and which have been 
used in elections for Representatives to Congress, 
shall hereafter be preserved and safely kept by 
the custodian provided by the laws of the several 
States until the close of the first session of the 
Congress to be affected by such election; that 
either party to an election- contest in the House 
of Represemalives of the United States, in which 
contest an allegation of fmudulcnl counl or change 
of ballots is nmde, may have a suhpcena directed 
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to said custodian, who shall, if so required by 
said subpceiia, produce such original baliols, lists, 
and other papers connected with said election, 
and the same, after the usual notice to the con- 
testant or contestee, may be examined and com- 
pared before any person in the county or parish 
authorized to take depositions in contested elec- 
tions, and such person shall certify under his 
hand srd 6eal, and forward in the manner pro- 
vided 1^ law, said examination and comparison, 
to be used as' evidence in the case. After said 
examination and comparison shall be eompleteii, 
said ballots, lists of voters, and other papers shall 
be returned to their lawful custodian in the same 
condition as when by him produced before said 
examining officer. 

Sec. 13, That whenever in any State, or part 
of a Slate, the unlawful combinations named in 
section five thousand two hundred and ninety- 
nine of the Revised Statutes, and in the first and 
second sections of this act, shall be organized and 
armed, and so numerous and powerful as to be 
able, by violence, to either overthrow or set at 
defiance the constituted authorities of said State, 
and of the United States within said Stale, or 
when the constituted authorities are in complicity 
with, or shall connive at, the unlawful purposes 
of such, powerful and armed combinations ; ' 
whenever, by reason of either or all of the c: 
aforesaid, the conviction of such offenders and 
the preservation of the public safety shall become 
in such district impracticable, in every such case 
such combinations shall be deemed a rebellion 
against the Government of the United States, and, 
during the continuance of such rebellion, and 
within the limits of the district which shall be so 
under the sway thereof, such limits to be pre- 
scribed by proclamation, it shall be lawful for the 
President of the United Slates, when, in his judg- 
ment, the public safety shall require it, to suspend 
the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus, to the 
end that such rebellion may he overthrown: 
Provided, That all the provisions of the second 
section of the act entitled " An act relating to 
habeas corpus, and regulating judicial proceed- 
ings in certain cases," approved March third, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-three, which relate to 
the discharge of prisoners other than prisoners of 
war, and to the penalty for refuang 10 obey the 
order of the court, shall be in full force so far as 
the same are applicable to the provisions of this 
section! And provided fuTther, That the Presi- 
dent shall first have made proclamation, as pro- 
vided by law, commanding such insurgents to 
disperse. 

February 24 — Mr. Coburn reported back the 
hill, when Mr. Eldeedce raised the question of 
cor.cfceration, which was decided in the affirma- 
tive — yeas 170, nays Sg, not voting z% ; 

Yeas-— Messrs. Albert, Albright, Averill, Bar- 
ber, Barrere, Barry, Baas, B^ole, Biery, Bradley, 
Buffinton, Bundy, H. C. Burchard, Burldgh, 
Burrows, B. F. Butler, R. R. Butler, Cain, Can- 
non, Caqjenter, Cason, Cessna, A. Clark, jr., 
Oayton, Clements, S. A. Cobb, Coburn, Conger, 
Corwin, Cotton, Croolce, Crounse, Crutcbfield, 
Curtis, Danford, Darrall, Dawes, Dobbins, Don- 
nan, Duell, Dunnell, Eames, Eldredge, Field, 
Fort, Frye, Garfield, Gooch, Gunckel, Hagans, 
E. Hale, Harmt^, B. W. Harris, H. H. Harrison, 



Hathom, Havens, J B. Hawley, J. R. Hawley, 
Hays, G. W. Hazelton, J. W. Hazellon, E. R. 
Hoar, G. F. Hoar, Hodges, Hoskins, Houghton, 
Howe, Hubbell, Hunter, Huribut, Hyde, Hynes, 
Kasson, Kelley, Kellofg, Lamport, Lansing, W. 
Lawrence, Lawson, B. Lewis, Lofland, Lough- 
ridge, L<3we, Lowndes, Lynch, Martin, May- 
nard, McCmiy, A. S. McDill, J. W. McDill, 
MacDougall, McKee, McNulta, Merriam, Mon- 
roe, Moore, Morey, Myers, Negley, Niles, Nunn, 
O'Neill, Orr, Orth, Packard, Packer, L C. 
Parker, R. C. Parsons, Pelham, Pendleton, W. A. 
Phillips, Kerce, Pike, J. H. Piatt; jr., T. C. Piatt, 
Poland, Pratt, Rapier, W. H. Ray, Richmond, J. 
W, Robinson, S. Ross, Rusk, H. B. Sayler, Sco- 
field, I. W. Scudder, Shanks, Sheals, Sheldon, 
Sherwood, L. D. Shoemaker, Sloan, W. B. 
Small, Smart, A. H, Smith, G. L. Smith, H. B. 
Smith, J. Q. Smith, Snyder, Sprague, Stark- 
weather, C. A. Stevens, St, John, Stowell, Strait, 
Strawbridge, Sypher, Taylor, C, Y. Thomas, J. 
M. Thompson, TTiomhm^h, Todd, W. Townsend, 
Tremain, Tyher, A. S. Wallace, Walls, M. L. 
Ward, Wheeler. A. White, Whiteley, Wilber, G, 
Willard, C. G. Williams, J. M. S. Williams, W. 
WillUms, W. B. Williams, J. Wilson, J. M. Wil- 
son, Woodworth — 170. 

Nays — Messrs. G. M. Adams, Archer, Arthur, 
Ashe, Atkins, Banning, Bamum, Beck, If. P. 
All, Birr), Bland, Blount, Botneti, Bright, 
Bromberg. J. Y. Brown, Buckner, J. H. Cald- 
well, CaulfieM, y. B. CJark, jr., Clywer, Co- 
mingo. Cook, Cox, Creamer, Crittenden, Cross- 
land, yohn 7. Davis, , £>e Witt, Durham, 
Find, Giddings, Glover, Guttler, R. Hamilton, 
Hancock, H. R. Harris, J. T. Harris, Hatcher, 
Hereford, Hemdon, Uolmart, Hiinton, JCnapp, 
Lamar, Lamison, Leach, Luttrsll, Magee, Mar- 
shall, McLean, MUliken, Milts, Morrison, 
Neal, Nesmiih, Niblack, O'Brien. H. W. 
Parker, Perry, C. N. Putter, Randall, Read. 
W. M. Robbins, W. R. Roberts, y. C. RoHnson, 
M. SayUr, Sckell, Sener, Sloss, J. A. Smith, W. 

A. Smith, Southard, Speer, Btandiford, Stone, 
Storm, Svann, R. B. Vaace, Waddell, M. 
Wells, Whitehead, WkUehome, WhUthomf, 
Willie, Wolfe, F. Wood, y. D. Yo«ftg, P. M. 

B. Young— &<). 

February 27 — Amendments were submitted by 
Messrs. B.F.BuTLER,CAKNOfi, and E.R. Hoar. 

Mr. B. F. Butler's amendment is as follows: 

In section 13, line 20, of the bill as printed on 
the tiles, after the words "habeas corpus" insert 
"in such insurrectionary district or districts wh6r6- 
in the President deems such powerful and armed 
combinations to exist, within the limits of either 
of the following-named Slates; Louisiana, Ar- 
kansas, Mississippi, or Alabama." 

Also a new section, add the following: 

Sec. 14, The provisions of section 13 of this 
act shall continue to be in force for and during 
the term of two years, and from thence until the 
end of the next session of Congress thereafter, 
and no longer. 

Mr, Coburn moved the previous question on 
the bill and amendments, which was seconded 
— yeas 160, nays ro7, not voting 20: 

Yeas— Messrs. Albert. Albrighl, Averill, Bar. 
ber, Barry, Bass, Begole, Bradley, Buffinton, 
Bundy, Burieigh, Burrows, B. F. Butler, R. R, 
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Entler, Cain, Cannon, Carpenter, Cason, Cessna, 
A. Clark, jr., Clayton, Clements, S. A, Cobb, 
QAurn, Conger, Corwin, Cotton, Crooke, Crounse, 
Cnitcbfield, Curtis, Danford, Darrall, Donnati, 
Duell, Bunnell, Eames, Field, Fort, Foster, Frye, 
Gooct, Gunckel, Hagans, Harmer, B. W. Harris, 
H. H. Harrison, Halhom, Havens, J B. Hawley, 
Hays, G. W. Hazellon, J. W, Hazelton, E. R. 
Hoar, G. F. Hoar, Hodges, Hoskins, Houghton, 
Howe, Hubbell, Hunter, Hurlbul, Hyde, Hynea, 
Kasson, Kelley, Killinger, Lamport, Lansing, 
W. Lawrence, Lawson, B. Lewis, Loflmid, Lough- 
tidge, Lowe, "Lowiides, Lynch, Mardn, Mayn- 
ard, McCrary, A. S. McDill, J. W. McDill, Mac- 
Dougall, McKee, MgNulta, Monroe, Moore, 
Morey, Myers, Negley, Niles, Nunn, O'Neill, 
Ocr, Onh, PackanJ, Padter, Page, I. C. Parker, 
E. C, Parsons, Pelliam, Pendleton, W. A. Phil- 
lips, I. H. Piatt, jr., T. C. Piatt, Pratt, Rainey, 
Ransier, Rapier, W. H. Ray, Richmond, J. W. 
Robinson, S. Ross, Rusk, Sawyer, H. B. Sayler, 
Scofield, H. J. Scudder, I. W. Scudder, Sessions, 
Shanks, Sheats, Sheldon, Sherwood, L. D. Shoe, 
maker, Sloan, Smart, A. H. Smith, G. L, Smith, 
J. Q. Smith, Snyder, Sprague, Starkweather, C. 
A. Stevens, St. John, Slowell, Strait, Sypher, 
Taylor, C; Y, Thomas, Tliornbnrgli, Todd, Town- 
send, Treraain, Tyner, Waldron, A. S. Wallace, 
Walls, J. D. Ward, M. L. Ward, A. White, 
Wbiteley, Wilber, C. G Wiiliams, J. M S. Wil- 
Hams, W. Williams, W. B. Williams, J. Wilson, 
J. M, Wilson, Woodworth— i6o. 

Nays— Messrs. C. M. Adams, Archer, Ar- 
thur, Ashe, Ai&ins, Banning, Bamum, Beck, 
H. P. Bell, Berry, Bland, Blounl, Bmiien, 
Bright, Bromherg, % V. Brcrwn, Buckner, 
H. C. Burchard, J. H. Caldwell, Coalfield, 
Chittenden, J. B. Clark,jr., F. Clarke, Cly- 
mer, Camingo, Cook, Cox, Creamer, Crittenden, 
Oossland, John J. Davis, Dawes, De Witt, 
Durham, Eldredge, Finch, Giddings, Glover, 
Gtailsr, E. Hale, R. Hamilton, Hancock, 
H. R. Harris, J. T. Harris, Hatcher, J. R. 
Hawley, Hereford, Hemdon, Holman, Hun- 
Ion, Kellogg, Knapp, Lamar, Lamison, Leach, 
Lutlrell, Magee, Marshall, McLean, Merriam, 
Milliken, Mills, Morrison, Heal, Nesmith, Ni- 
black, aSrun, Perry, W. W. Phelps, Pierce, 
Poland, C. N. Potter, Randall, Read, RobUas, 
E. H. Roberts, W. R. Roberts, J. C. Robinson, 
M. Sayler, ScAell, y. G. Schumaker, Sener, 
J. A. Smith, W. A. Smith, Southard, Speer, 
Stanard, Standiford, A. H. Stepheiu, Stone, 
Storm, Svanit, J. M. Thompson, R, B. Vance, 
Waddell, B. Wells, Wheeler, Whitehead, White- 
house, Whiltkome, C. W. Willaid, G. Willard, 
Willie, E. K. Wilson, Wolfe, F. Wood, P. M. B. 
Young— lOT. 

Mr. Butler's motion -was agreed to — Yeas 
164, nays 99, not voting 24; 

Yeas— Messrs. Albert, Albright, Averill, 
ry, Bass, Begole, Bradley, Buffinton, Bundy, H. C. 
Burchard, Burleigh, Burrows, B. F. Butler, R. R. 
Butler, Cain, Cannon, Carpenter, Cessna, Chitten- 
den, A. Ciark, jr., F. Clarke, Clayton, S. A. Cobb, 
Coburn, Conger, Corwin, Cotton, Crooke, Crouiise, 
Crutchlield, Curtis, D^ord, Dawes, Donnan, 
Duell, Bunnell, Eames, Farwell, Field,' Fort, 
Foster, Frye, Garfield, Gooch, Gimckcl, Hagans, 
E. Hale, Harmer, B. W. Hams, H. H. Hai ' 



Hathorn, Havens, J. B. Hawley, J. R. Hawley, 
Hays, G. W. Hazelton, J. W. Hazelton, E. R. 
Hoar, G. F. Hoar, Hodges, Hoskins, Houghton, 
Hubbell, Hunter, Hurlbut, Hyde, Kasson, Kel- 
ley, Kello^, Killinger, Lamport, Lansing, W. 
Lawrence, Lawson, B. Lewis, Lougbridge, 
Lowe, Lowndes, Martin, Maynard, McCrary, 
A. S. McDill, J, W. McDill, MocDougall, Mc 
Nulla, Merriam, Monroe, Moore, Myers, Neg 
ley, O'Neill, Orr, Orth, Packard, Packer, Page, I. 
C. Parker, R. C. Parsons, Pelham, Pendleton, W. 
W. Phelp, W. A. Phillips, Pierce, J. H. Piatt, jr., 
T. C. Piatt, Poland, Rainey, Ransier, Kapiei, 
W. H. Ray, Richmond, E, H. Roberts, J. W. 
Robinson, S. Ross, Rusk, Sawyer, H. B. Sayler, 
Scofield, H. J. Scudder, I. W. Scudder, Sessions, 
Shanks, Sheats, Sherwood, L. D. Shoemaker, 
Sloan, Smart, A. H. Smith, G. L. Smith, H. B. 
Smith, J, Q. Smith, Snyder, Sprague, Stanard, 
Starkweather, C. A. Stevens, Slowell, Strait, Tay- 
lor. C. Y. Thomas, J. M. Thompson, Thorahui^h, 
Todd, W. Townsend, Trerciain, Tyner, Waldron, 

A. S. Wallace, Walls, J. D. Ward, M. L. Ward, 
Wheeler, A. White, Whileley, Wilber, C. W. 
Willard, G. Willard, C. G. Williams, ]. M. S. 
Williams, W. Williams, W. B. Williams, J. Wil- 
son, J. M. Wilson, Woodworth— 164. 

Nays — Messrs. G.M.Adams, Archer, Arthur, 
Aske,At&ins,Banning,Bamum,Beck,H.F:Bell, 
Berry, Bland, Blount, Boit!en,Bright, Bromherg, 
Brown, Buckner, f. H. Caldwell, Cason, Caul- 
field, y. B. Clark, jr., Clymer, Comingo, Cook, 
Cox, Creamer, Crittenden, Crossland, Darrall, 
yokn y. Davis, De Witt, Durham, Eldredge, 
Finck, Giddings, Glover, Gimter, R. Hamilton, 
Hancock, H. R. Harris, y. T. Harns, Hatcher, 
Hereford, Hemdon, Holman, Howe, Hunton, 
Hynes, Knafp, Lamar, Leach, Lofland, Liit- 
trell. Lynch, Magee, Marshall, McKee, McLean, 
Milliken, Mills, Morey, Morrison, Heal, Niles, 
Nunn, O'Brien, Ferry, Randall, Read, W. M. 
Roibins, W. R. Roberts, y. C. Robinson, M. 
Sayler, Sehell, y G. Schumaker, Sener, Sheldon, 
J. A. Smithj W. A. Smith, Southard, Speer, 
Standiford, St. John, Stone, Storm, Swann, Sy- 
pher, R. B. Vance, Waddell, E. Wells, White- 
head, Whilehome, Whilthome, Willis, £. K. 
Wilson, Wolfe, F. Wood, y. D. Young, P. M. 

B. Young.— gg. 

Mr. Cannon's amendment to strike out the 
thirteenth section was disagreed to — yeas I2r, 
nays 130, not voting 36 : 

Yeas— Messrs. G. M. Adams, Albert, Archer, 
Arthur, Ashe, Atkins, Banning, Barnum, Beck, 
H. P. Bell, Berry, Bland, Blount, Bo-wen, 
Bright, Bromberg, y. Y. Brcmm, Buckner, 
Buffinton, Bundy, H. C. Burchard, Biuleigh, 
y. H. Caldwell, Caulfeld, y. B. Clark, Jr., 
Clymer, Comingo, Cook, Cotton, Cox, Creamfr, 
Crittenden, Crossland, Ounnse, Cnitcbfield, Di.n- 
ford, yohn y. Davis, Dawes, De Will, Durhaitt, 
-Eldredge, Farwell, Finck, Foster, Garfield, Gli- 
dings, Glover, Gunter, E, Hale, R. HamUtea, 
Hancock, H. R. Harris, y. T. Harris, H. H. 
Harrison, Hatcher, J. R. Hawley, Hereford, 
Hemdon, Holman, Hunton, Kasson, Kellc^g, 
Knapp, Lamar,Leaeh , Lutlrell, Magee, Marshall, 
:Crary, J. W. McDDI, J/tXfo«, Merriam, .M//^ 
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Poland, C. N. Potler, Read, W. M. RobUns, E. 
H, Roberts, W. R. Roberts, M. SayUr, Schell, f. 

G. Schumaker, H. J. Scudder, Sener, L. D. Shoe- 
maker, J. A. Smith, J, Q. Smith, W. A, Smith, 
Southard, Speer, Standtford, A. H. Stephens, 
Stone, Storm, Strait, Swattn, Thornburgh, Ji. B. 

Vtmce, Waddell,E. IVeUs,Vihe&\er, Whitehead, 

WhUehomi, WAittAome, C W- Willard, G. 
Willard, W. B. Williams, Willie, £. K. 

Wition, F. Wood, J. D. Young, P. M. B. 

Navs — Messrs. Albright, Averill, Barber, 
Barry, Bass, Begole, Bradley, Burrows, E. F. 
Butler, R. R. Butler, Cain, Cannon, Carpenter, 
Cason, Cessna, A, Clark, jr., Clayton, Clements, 
S. A. Cobb, Cobum, Conger, Coiwin, Crooks, 
Curtis, Darrall, Donnan, Duell, Dunnell, Earaes, 
rield, Frye, Gooch, Hagans, Maimer, B. W. 
Harris, Hathom, J. B. Hawley, Hays, G. W. 
Hazelton. J. W. Hazelton, E. R. Hoar, G. F. 
Hoar, Hodges, Hoskins, Houghton, Howe, Hub- 
bell, Hunter, Hurlbut, Hyde, Hynes, Kelley, 
Lansing, W. Lawrence, Lawson, B. Lewis, Lof- 
land, Lowe, Lowndes, Lynch, Martin, Maynard, 

A. S. McDill, MacDougnil, MeKee, McNulta, 
Momoe, Moore, Myers, Negley, Niles, Nunn, 
O'Neill, Orr, Orth, Packard, Packer, Page, 
I. C. Parker, R. C. Parsons, Pelham, Pendle- 
ton, J. H, Piatt, jr., T. C. Piatt, Pratt, Ran- 
dall, Ranker, E^pier, W. H. Ray, Richmond, 
T. W. Robinson, S, Ross, Rusk, Sawyer, H. 

B. Sayler, Scoiield, I. W. Scudder, Sessions, 
Shanks, Sheals, Sherwood, Sloan, Smart, 
A. H. Smith, G. L. Smith, H. B. Smith, C. 



Tremsun, Tyner, Waldron, A. S. Wallace, Walls, 
J. D. Ward, M. L. Ward, A. White, WhUeley, 
Wilber, C. G. Williams, J. M. S. Williams, J. 
Wilson, J, M. Wilson, Woodworth— -I30. 

Mr, E. R. Hoar's amendment to strike out 
the iirst, second, and fourth sections, was disa- 
greed to — yeas 119, nays 126, not voting 42 : 

Yeas— Messrs. G. M. Adams, Albert, Arch- 
er, Arthuf, AsAe, Alkins, Banning, Bamum, 
Beck, H. P. Bell, Bland, Blount, Bimen, 
Bright, Bromberg, J. Y. Brown, Buchtitr, 
Bundy, H. C. Burchard, Burleigh, J. H. Cald- 
well, Caulfield, Chittenden, y. B. Clark, jr., 
F. Clarke, Clymer, Comingo, Cook, Cox, Cream- 
er, Crittendea, Crossland, Crounse, Danford, 
^in 7. Davis, Dawes, DeWitl, Durham, 
Eames, Finch, Foster, Giddings, Glrnier, Gooch, 
Gunter, E. Hale, R. HamiUon, Hancock, B. W. 
Harris, H. R. Harris, J. T. Harris, H. H. 
Harrison, Hatcher, J R. Hawley, Hereford, 
Hemdon, E. R. Hoar, G. F, Hoar, Huntoa, 
Kasson, Kello^, Knapp, Leach, Lowndes, Lut- 
trell, Magee, Marshall, J. W. McDill, Mc- 
Lean, M.erna.m, Mitlihen, Mills, Morrison, Neal, 
NesmitA, O'Brien, Pendleton, Perry, W. W, 
Phelps, Fierce, Poland, C. N. Putter, Read, W. 
M. RMins, E. H. Roberts, IV. R. Roberts, y. C. 
Robinson, M. Sayler, J. G. Schumaker, H. 
J. Scudder, I. W. Scudder, Sener, Sless, J. A. 
Smith, J. Q. Smith, W, A, Smith, Southard, 
Speer, Stanard, Slandi/ord, C, A, Stevens, Storm, 
%\xiXl, Swann,S. B. Vance, Waddell, E. Wells, 
Wheeler, WAitcAedd, WhiteAouse, WkittAame, 
C. W. Willard, G. Willard, W. B. Williams, 



Wmie, E. K. Wilson, Wolfe, F. Wood, J. D. 

Young — 119. 

Nays— Messrs. Albright, Averill, Barber, 
Barry, Bass, Begole, Bradley, Burrows, R. R. 
Butler, Cain, Cannon, Carpenter, Cason, Cessna, 

A. Clark, jr., Clayton, Clements, S. A. Cobb, 
Cobum, Conger, Crooke, Darrall, Dobbins, 
Donnan, Duell, Dnnnell, Field, Fort, Frye, 
Gunckel, Hagans, Harmer, Hathorn, Havens, 
J. B. Hawley, Hays, G. W. Haielton, J. W. 
Hazelton, Hodges, Hoskifls, Houghton, Howe, 
Hubbell, Hunter, Hurlbut, Hyde, Hynes, Kel- 
ley, Killinger, Lansing, W. Lawrence, Lawson, 

B. Lewis, Loughridge, Lowe, Lynch, Mardn, 
Maynard, A. S. McDill, MacDougall, McKee, 
McNulta, Monroe, Moore, Morey, Myers, Negley, 
Niles, Nunn, O'Neill, Orr, Ortli, Packard, Pack- 
er, Page, I. C. Parker, R. C, Paisons, Pelham, J. 
H. Piatt, jr., T. C. Piatt, Pratt, Rainey, Randall, 
Rapier, W. H. Ray, Richmond, J. W. Rob- 
inson, S. Ross, Rusk, Sawyer, H. B. Sayler, Ses- 
sions, Shanks, Sheats, Sheldon, Sherwood, L. D. 
Shoemaker, Sloan, Smart, A. H. Smith, H. B. 
Smith, Snyder, Spragoe, Stowell, Sypher, Taylor, 

C. Y. Thomas, J. M. Thompson, Thornburgh, 
Todd, W. Townsend, Tremain, Tyner, Waldron, 
A. S. Wallace, Walls. J. D. Ward, M. L. Ward, 

A. White, Whiteley, Wilber, C. G. Williams, J. 
M. S. Williams, W. Williams, J. Wilson, J. M. 
Wilson — 126. 

On ordering the bill, as amended, to be en- 
grossed and read a third time, the yeas were 136, 
nays 109, Hot voting 42 : 

Yeas— Messrs. Albert, Albright, Averill, Bar- 
ber, Barry, Bass, Begole, Bradley, Bundy, Bur- 
rows, R. R. Butler, Cain, Cannon, Carpenter, 
Cason, Cessna, A. Clark, jr., Clayton, Clements, 
S. A, Cobb, Coburn, Conger, Corwin, Crooke, 
Danford, Darrall, Donnan, Duell, Eames, Field, 
Fort, Tiye, Gooch, Gunckel, Hagans, Harmer, 

B. W. Harris, Hathom, J. B. Hawley, Hays, G. 
W. Hazelton, J. W. Hazelton, Hodges, Hoskins, 
Houghton, Howe, Hubbell, Hunter, Hurlbut, 
Hyde, Hynes, Killit^r, Lansing, W. Lawrence, 
Lawson, B. Lewis, I..ofland, Loughridge, Lowe, 
Lynch, Martin, Maynard, A. S. McDill, J. W. 
McDill, MacDougall, McKee, McNulta, Monroe, 
Moore, Morey, Myers, Negley, Niles, Nunn, O'- 
Neil, Orr, Orth, Packard, Packer, Page, I. C. Park- 
er, R. C. Paisons, Pelham, Pendleton, J. H. Piatt, 
jr., T. C. PlaCt, Pratt, Rainey, Randall, Ransjer, 
Rapier, W. H. Ray, Richmond, J. W. Robinson, 
S. Ross, Sawyer, H. B. Sayler, Scofield, Sessions, 
Shanks, Sheats, Sheldon, Sherwood, Sloan, 
Smart, A. H. Smith, G. L. Smith, J. Q. Smith, Sny- 



biirgh, Todd, W. Townsend, Trei 
Waldron, A. S. Wallace, Walls, J. D. Ward, Vi. 
L. Ward, A. White, Whiteley, Wilber, C. G. 
Williams, J. M. S. Williams, W. Williams, J. 
Wilson, J. M. Wilson, Woolworth.— 136. 

Nays — Messrs. G. M. Adams, Archer, Ar- 
thur, Ashe, Atkins, Banning, Bamum, Beck, 
H.P.Bell, Berry, Bland, Blount, Bowen, Bright, 
Broinbeig, y. Y. Brovm, Buckner, H. C. Bur- 
chard, Burleigh, y. H. Caldwell, Caulfield, y. 
B. Clark, jr., Clymer, Comingo, Cook, Cox, 
Creamer, Crittenden, Crossland, Crounse, yohn 
y. Davis, Dawes, De Witt, Durham, Eldredge, 
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Fm^k, Foster, Garfield, Giddin^, Glovtr, Can- 
ier, E. Hale, S. HamUton, Hancock, H. E. Har- 
ris, y. T. Harris, H. H. Harrison, Hatcher, J. 
■ R. Hawley, Hertford, Hirtidon, E. R. Hoar, G. 
F. Hoar, Huttto-a, Kasson, Kello^, Ktmfp, La- 
mar, Leach, Lowndes, Luttrell, Magie, Mar- 
shall, McLean, Meiriam, MUlitcn, Mills, Morri- 
son, Neal, Nesmith, O'Brien, Perry, W. W. 
Phelps, Pierce, Poland, C. N.^FoUer, Riad, W. 
M. RibHm, E. H. Roberts, W. R. Roberts, J. 
C. Robinson, M. Saylsr, Schell, J. G. Scku- 
maker, H. J. Scudder, Sener, H.B. Smith, W. 
A. Smith, Southard, Speir, Stanard, Standijbrd, 
Starkweather, Slottt, R. B. Vance, Waddell, E. 
Wells, Whitehead, Whitehouse, Whittkome, C 
W. Willard, G. WiUaid, W. B. Williams, Willie, 
E. K. Wilson, Wolfe, Willie, F. Wood, y. B. 
Young, F. M. B. Young— lo^. 

On the passage of the bill the yeas were 135, 
nays 1 14, not voting 38, as follow ; 

Yeas — Messis. Albright, Averill, Barber, Bar 
ry, Bass, Begole, Bradley, Bundy, Burrows, R. 
R. Butler, cSln, Cannon, Carpenter, Cason, Cess- 
na, A, Clark, jr., Clayton, Clements, S. A. Cobb, 
Cobum, Conger, Corwin, Crooke, Curtis, Dan- 
ford, Darrall, Dobbins, Donnan, Duell, Bun- 
nell, Eaines, Field, Fort, Frye, Gooch, Gunckel, 
Hagans, Harmer, B. W. Harris, Hathom, Ha- 
vens, J. B. Hawley, Hays, G. W. Hazelton, J. 
W. Hazelton, Hodges, Hoskins, Houghton, 
Howe, Hubbeil, Hunter, Hurlbut, Hyde, Hynes, 
Lansing, W. Lawrence, Lawson, B. Lewis, Lof- 
iand.Loughiidge, Lowe,Lynch, Martin, Maynard, 
A S. McDill, J. W. McDill, McDougall, McKee, 
McNulfa, Monroe, Moore, Morey, Myers, Negley, 
Niles, Nunn, O'Neill, Oit, Orth, Packard, Pack- 
er, Base, I. C. Parker, R. C. Parsons, Pel- 
ham, Pendleton, J. H. Plaft, jr., T. C. Piatt, 
Pratt,Rainey,RanMer, Rapier, W.H. Ray, J.W. 
Robinson, S. Ross, Sawyer, H. B. Sayler, Sco- 
field. Sessions, Shanks, Sheats, Sherwood, Sloan, 
Smart, A. H. Smith, G. L. Smith, J. Q, Smith, 
Snyder, Sprague, C. A. Stevens, St. John, Stow- 
eil, Sypher, Taylor, C. Y. Thomas, J. M. Thomp- 
son, Thomburgh, Todd, W. Townsend, Tremain, 
Tyner, Waldron, A, S. Wallace, Walls, J. D. 
Ward, M. L. Ward, A, White, Whiteley, Wilber, 
C. G. Williams, J. M. S. Williams, W. Wil- 



liams, J, WiJson, J. M. Wilson, Woodworth — 
35- 
Nats — Messrs. Archer, Arthur, Ashe, At- 
kins, Banning, Bamum, Beck, H. P. Bell, 
Berry, Bland, Blount, BcTum, Bright, 1 
berg, y. Y. Brffum, Buckner, H, C. Bnrchardi 
Burleigh, y. H. Caldwell, Caulfield, y. £. 
Clark, jr., Clymer, Cominga, Cook, Cox, Cn-am- 
er, Crittenden, Crossland, Cronnse, Crutchfield, 
yohn y. Davis, Dawes, De Witt, Durham, El- 
dredge, Find, Foster, Garfield, Giddings, Clm 
Gunfer, E. Hale, Hancotk, H. R. Harris, 
T. Hairis, H. H. Harrison, Hatcher, J. R. Haw- 
ley, Hereford, Hemdon, E. R. Hoar, G. F. 
Hoar, HuKton, Kasson, Kellof^, £na^, La- 
mar, Leash, Lowndes, Luttrell, Magee, Mar- 
shall, McCrary, McLean, Merriam, Milliken, 
Mills, Morrison, Neal, Nesmith, O'Brien, 
Ferry, W, W. Phelps, Pierce, Poland, C. N. 
Potter, Randall, Read, W. M. Bobbins, E. H, 
Roberts, W. R. Roberts, y. C. Robinson, M. 
Sayler, Schell, y. G. Sihumaker, H. J. Scud 
der, Sener, L. D. Shoemnker, Sloss, H. B, 
Smith, J, A. Smith, W. A. Smith, Southard, 
Speer, Stanord, Standiford, Starkweather, Stone, 
Stornt, R. B. Vance. WaddeU, E. Wills. White- 
head, Whilehouse, Whittkome, C. W. Willard, 
G. Willard, W. B. Williams, Wtllie, E. K 
Wilson, Wolfe, F. Wood, y. D. Young, P. M. 
B. yb»nj-— log. 

Not Voting — Messrs. G. M. Admits, Albert, 
Barrere, Biery, BufTinton, B. F. Butler, Chitten. 
den, F. Oarke, C. L. Cobb, Cotton, Eden, Far- 
well, J. C. Freeman, R. S. Hale, S, HamiJlon, 
Hendee, Holman, Kelley, Kendall, Killinger, 
Lamison, Lamport, Mitchell, Niblack, H. W. 
Parker, W. A. Phillips, Pike, Richmond, Rusk, 
I. W. ScHdder, Sheldon, W. B. Small, A^ H. 
Stephens, Strait, Strawbridge, Stoann, 
Thomas, Whecler—jS. 

[During the consideration of this hill, 1 
ons dilatory motions were made by Democratic 
members, and a final vote was not reached till 
midnight on Saturday, February 27th.] 

In Senate. 
March I — Read and passed to second reading. 
March 2 — Read second time. 
No further actionuponitwastaken. Seep. 183. 
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IV. 

EXECUTIVE AND lEGISlATITE ACTION ON ATFAIRS IN THE 

STATES OF ARKANSAS, LOUISIANA, MISSISSIPPI, 

SOUTH CAROLINA AND TENNESSEE, AND 

ON THE ADMISSION OF COLORADO 

AND NEW MEXICO. 



Affairs in Arkausas. 

[Foe other facts respecting Arliansas, see Mc- 
pherson's Hand-Book of Politics for 1874, pp. 



At the close of the record, May, 1874, in Hand- 
Book of Politics, p. 100, Elisha Baxter was recog- 
nized as Governor of Arkansas, and in posses- 
sion of the ofScs. May l3th of that year, the 
Legislature passed an Act providing for a Con- 
vention to frame a new Constitution, to meet July 
14, the election to be held June 30, 1874, The 
Convention met, and framed a Constitution, which 
was submitted to the people at an election held 
on 13th of October. At same time, Slate officers, 
provided for in the Constitution, were voted for. 
The vote on Constitution, as declared by the 
hoard of supervisors created by the Convention, 
was " For" 78,697, "Agauist" 24,807 ; A. H. Gar- 
land was aJso declared to have received 76,453 
votes for Governor, with 50 votes scattering. No- 
vember 12, 1874, A. H. Garland qualified, and 
took possession of fhe Governor's office. 

Same day — The newspapers state that Volney 
V. Smith, elected Lieut. Gov. in 1872 with Elisha 
Baxter as Governor, claimed from Prest. Grant 
recognition as the rightful Governor, Elisha Baxter 
having " abdicated and abandoned" the office. 
The claim was not recogniicd. 

President Grant's MesBiig« Eclating to If- 
fitirs in the State of ArJcansas, Pcbm- 
ary 8, 1875. 

To the Senate of the United Staite : 

Herewith I hare the honor to send, in accord- 
ance with the resolution of the Senate of the 3d 
instant, all the information in my possession not 
heretofore furnished, relating to affiurs hi the 
State of Arkansas. 

I will venture to express the opinion that ail the 
lestiraony shows that in the election of 1872 Jo- 
seph Brooks was lawfully elected Governor of the 
State ; that he has been unlawfully deprived of 
the possession of his office since tlat time ; that 
in 1874 the Constitution of the State was by vio- 
lence, intimidation, and revolationary proceed- 
ings overthrown, and a new Constitution adopted 
and a new State government established. 

These proceedings, if permitted to stand, prac- 
tically ignore all rights of minorities in all the 
Slates. Also, what is there to prevent each of 
the States recently re-admitted to Federal rela- 
tions on certain conditions, changing their con- 
stitutions and violating their pledges, if this ac- 
tion in Arkansas is acquiesced in? 



I respectfully submit whether a precedent so 
dangerous to the stability of State government, if 
not of the Nationd Government also, should be 
recognized by Congress. I earnestly ask that 
Congress will take defmite action in this matter, 
to relieve the Executive from acting upon ques- 
tions which should be decided by the legislative 
branch of the Government. U. S. GRANT. 

Executive Mansion, February 8, 1875. 

Fortf-Tliird Congress — Second Session. 

Action in the House. 

1S75, March 2— Mr. Poland, from the Select 
Committee on Affairs in Arkansas, reported the 
following resolution : 

Resolved, That the report of the Select Com- 
mittee on the condition of Af&its in the State of 
Arltamsas be accepted; and in the judgment of 
this House no interference with the existing 
government in that State by any department of 
the Government of the United States is advis- 
able. 

Mr. J. D. Ward moved the following as a 

Resolved, That Joseph Brooks, having been by 
the people of Arkansas elected to the office of 
Governor of said State under the constitution of 
1868, for the period of four years, ending in Jan- 
nary, 1877, and sidd constitution never having 
been legally overturned or abrogated, and being 
still in force, he is the lawful Governor of said 
State of Arltansas. 

The question being talten on the substitute, it 
was disagreed to — yeas 80, nays 15Z, not voting 
55 = 

Yeas — Messrs. Barry, Bass, Begole, Biery, 
B. F. Butler, R. R. Butler, Cain, Carpenter, 
Cason, Cessna, Conger, Crooke, Curtis, Darrall, 
Donnan, Bunnell, field. Fort, Harmer, Hathom, 
Hays, G. W. Hazelton, J. W. Hazelton, Hodges, 
Houghton, Howe, Hurfbnt, Hyde, Hynes, Kel- 
ley, Lawson, B. Lewis, Lofland, Lowe, Lynch, 
Martin, Maynard,A. S. McDill, MacDougall, Mo- 
Nulta, Moore, Myers, Negley, O'Neill, Orth, 
Packard, I. C. Parker, Pelham, W. A. Philhps, 
T. C. Piatt, Pratt, Rapier, W. H. Ray, Rusk, 
Sawyer, Scofield, Sessions, Shanks, Sheats, 
Sheldon, Sherwood, Sloan, Smart, A. H. Smith, 
Snyder, Sprague, Stowell, Syphet, Taylor, Todd, 
W. Townsend, Tremain, Tyner, A. S. Wallace, 
Walls, J. D. Ward, A. White, Wilber, W. Wil- 
liams, J. Wilspn — 80. 

Nays — Messrs, G. M. Adams, Archer, Arthur, 
Ashe, Atkins, AveriU, Banning, Bamura, 
Barrere, Beck, H. B. Bell, Berry, Bland, Blount, 
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Bowen, Bradley, Bright, Bromberg, y, Y. 
Bro-iim, Buckaer, H. C. Burchard, Burleigh, 
y. H. CaUweU, Cannon, Cauljidd, Chittenden, 

A. Clark, jr., y. B. Clark, jr.. F. Clarke, Qay- 
ton, Clements, Clymer, S. A. Cobb, Commgo, 
Cook, Cotton, Cox, Crittenden, Crosslanii, 
Crounse, Danford, yokn y. Davis, Dawes, De 
WitI, Durham, Eamea, Edett, Eldredge, Fitick, 
Garfield, Giddings, Glevir, Gunckel, Gunter, 
E. Hale, R. Hamilton, Ilancoiik, B. W. Harris, 
H. R. Harris, y. T. Harris, H. H. Harrison, 
Halc&ir, Havens, J. K. Hawley, Hertford, E. 
R. Hoar, G. F. Hoar, Holman, Hoskins, Hub- 
bell, Hunton, Kasson, Kellogg, Killinger, Knapp, 
W. Lawrence, Loughridge, Lowndes, Luttrell, 
Magte, Mari&aU, McCrary, J. W. McDill, Mc- 
Zean, Merrjam, Milliien, Mills, Monroe, Mor- 
rison, Ntal, Nesmith, Niblack, ffBriea, Orr, 
Packer,^. W. /"a j-iw-.Pmy, Pierce, Poland, C. 
N. Fetter, Randall, Ransier, Read, Richmond, W. 
M. Roibins, E. H. RoberB, W. R. Roberts, y. C. 
Robinson, J. W. Robinson, S. Ross, H. B. Sayler, 
M. Sayler, Sc&eU, H. J. Scudder, Sener, L. D. 
Shoemaker, Sloss, H. B. Smith, J. Q. Smith, W. A. 
Smith, Southard, Speer, Stanard, Standiford, 
Starkweather, A. H. Stephens, C. A. Stevens, 
Sietie, Storm, Strait, C. R. Thomas, C. Y. Thomas, 
J. M. Thompson, E. B. Vance, M. L. Ward, E. 
Wells, Wheeler, Whitehead, WMtehouse, White- 
ley, Whitthorne, C. W. WilUrd, G. Willard, 
C. G. Williams, W, B. Williams, WiUie, E. K. 
Wilson, Wolfe, F. Wood, Woodworth, y. D. 
Young, F. M. B. yo«ng~i$2. 

The question recurring on the resolution re- 
ported by the committee, ftlr. Maykakd moved 
to lay it on the table, which was disagreed to — 
yeas 94, nays 147, not voting 46: 

Yeas — Messis. Albright, Barber, Barry, Bass, 
Begole, Biery, B. F. Butler, R. R. Butler, 
Cain, Carpenter, Cason, Cessna, Clayton, Clem, 
ents, Cobutn, Conger, Crutchfield, Curtis, Dar- 
raJl, Donnan, Dunnell, Field, Fort, Hagans, 
Harmer, Halhorn, Havens, Hays, G. W. Hasel- 
ton,J.W. Haielton, Hodges, Hoskins, Houghton, 
Howe, Hunter, Hurlbut, Hyde, Hynes, Kelley, 
Lawson, B. Lewis, Lofland, Lowe, Lynch, Mar- 
tin, Maynard, MacDougall, McKee, McNulIa, 
Moore, Myers, Negley, O'Neill, Orth, Packard, 
Packer, Page, I. C. Parker, Pelham, W. A. Phil- 
lips, J. H. Piatt, jr., T. C. Piatt, Pratt, Rapier, 
W. H. Ray, Rusk, Sawyer, Scofield, Sessions, 
Shanks, Slieats, Sheldon, Sherwood, Sloan, W. 

B. SuMill, Smart, A. H. Smith, Snyder, Sprague, 
Stoweli, Sypher, Taylor, Todd, W. Town- 
send, Tremain, Tyner, A. S- Wallace, Walls, 
J. D. Ward, A. White, Wilber, C G. Williams, 
W. Williams, J. Wilson— 94. 

Nays— Messrs. G. M. Adams, Albert, Archer, 
Arthur, Ashe, Alkins, AymW, Banning, Bar- 
man, Barrere.^mi, H. B. Bell, Berry, Bland, 
BlmtnljBmven, Brs.d\ey,Bright,Bromierg, 7. Y, 
Brown, Buciner, H. C. Burchard, Burleigh, y. 
H. Caldwell, Cannon, CaalfieU, Chittenden, A. 
Clark, jr., y. B. Clark, jr., F. Clarke, Clymer, 
S. A. Cobb, Comingo, Cook, Cotton, Cox, Critten- 
den, Crooke, Crossland, Crounse, Danford, yohn 
y. Davis, Dawes, De Witt, Dobbins, Durham, 
Eames, Eden, Eldredge, Eiack, Garfield, Gid- 
dings,Glover,Gunlir,^.'B.a[t:,R.Haniilton,Han- 
coek, B. W. Harris, H. R. Harris, y. T. Harris, 



H. H. Harri£on,ffa/ci«-, J. R. Hawley, Hereford, 

E. R. Hoar, G. F. Hoar, Holman, Hubbell,jy»«- 
ton, Kasson, Kello^, Killinger, Knapp, Lamar, 
W. Lawrence, Lowndes, Luttrell, Magee, Mar- 
shall, McCmry, T. W, McDill, McLean, Mer- 
riam, Milliken, Mills, Monroe, Morrison, Neal, 
Nesmith, Niblack, ffBrien, Orr, H. W. Barker. 
Pendleton, Ferry, W. W. Phelps, Pierce, Poland, 
C. N. Fatter, Randall. Read, W. M. Robbim, E. 
H. Roberts, W. R. Roberts, y. C. Robinson, J, 
W. Robinson, S. Ross, H. B. Sayler, M. Sayler, 
Schell, H. J. Scudder, Sener, L, D. Shoemaker, 
Sloss, H. B, Smith, J. Q. Smith, W. A. Smith, 
Southard, Speer, Stanard, Standiford, Stark- 
weather, A. H. Stephens, C. A. Stevens, Stone, 
Storm, Strait, C. R. Thomas, J. M. Thompson, 

F. B. Vance, M. L. Ward, E. Wells, Wheeler, 
Whitehead, Wkitehouse, Whiteley, Whitthorne, 

C. W. Willard, G. Willard, W. B, Williams, 
milie, £. K. Wilson, J. M. Wilson, Wolfe, F. 
Wood, y. D. Young, F. M. B. Yo«ng—nl- 

The resolution was then agreed to — yeas 150, 
nays 81, not voting 56: 

Yeas — Messrs. G. M. Adams, Albert, Archer, 
Arthur, Ashe, Atkins, Averill, Banning, Bar- 
num, Bairere, Beck, H. P. Bell, Berry, Bland, 
Blount, Bojoen, Bradley, Bright, Bromberg, 
y. Y. Brown, Buchner,\i.C. Burchard, Burleigh, 
y.H.CaldweU,Caulfield.aA.asa&e'a,A.C\xcV,\r., 
y. B. Clark, jr., F. Clarke, Clymer, S. A. Cobb, 
Comingo, Cook, Cotton, Cox, Creamer, Critten- 
den, Crooke, Crossland, Crounse, Danford, yohn 
y. Davis, Dawes, De WitI, Dobbins, Durham, 
Eames, Eden, Eldredge, Finck, J. C. Freeman, 
Garfield, Giddings, Glover, Gunckel, Gunter, 

E. Hale, R. Hamilton, Hancock, B. W. Harris, 
H. R. Harris, J. T. Harris, H. H. Harrison, 
Hatcher, J. R. Hawley, Hereford, Herndan, E. 
R. Hoar, 6. F. Hoar, Holman, Hubbell, Hunton, 
Kasson, Kello^, Killinger, Knapp, Lamar, 
W. Lawrence, Lofland, Ijiwndes, Luttrell, Ma- 

S!, Marshall, McCrary, A. S. McDill, J. W. 
cDill, McLean, Merriam, Milliken, Mills, 
Monroe, Morrison, Neal, Nesmith, Niblack, 
O'Brien, Orr, H. W. Parker, Pendleton, Perry, 
W. W. Phelps, Kerce, Poland, C. N. Potter, 
Randall, Read, W. M. Rabbins, E. H. Roberts, 

W. R. Roberts, 7. C. Robinson, J. W. Robinson, 
S. Ross, H. B. Sayler, M. Sayler, Schell, H. J. 
Scudder, Sener, L. D. Shoemaker, Sloss, H. B. 
Smith, W. A. Smith, Southard, Speer, Stanard, 
Standiford, A. H. Stephens, C. A. Stevens, Stone, 
Storm, Strait, C, R. Thomas, J. M. Thompson, 
S. B. Vance, U. L. Ward, £. Wells, Wheeler, 

Whitehead, Whitehouse, Whiteley, WAittAome, 
C. W. Willard, G. Willard, W. B. Williams, 

Wiaie, E. K. Wilson, J. M. Wilson, Wolfe, 

F. Wood, y. D. Young, P. M. B. Young~iSO. 
Nays — Messrs. Albright, Barry, Bass, Begole, 

Biery, R. R. Butler, Cason, Cessna, Coburii, 
Conger, Crutchfield, Curds, Darrall, Donnan, 
Durmell, Field, Fort, Harmer, Hathom, Havens, 
Hays, G. W. Hasellon, J. W. Hazelton, Hodges, 
Hoskins, Houghton, Howe, Hunter, Hurlbut, 
Hyde, Hynes, Kelley, Lawson, B. Lewis, Lowe, 
Lynch, Martin, Maynard, MacDougall, McKee, 
McNuIta, Moore, Myers, Nunn, O'Neill, Orth, 
Packard, Packer, Page, I. C. Parker, Pelham, 
W. A. PhiUips, J. H. Platt, jr., T. C. Piatt, 
Rusk, Sawyer, Scofield, Sessions, Shanks, Sheata, 
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Sheldon, Sherwood, Sloan, W. B. Small, Smart, 
A. H. Smith, Sprague, Stowell, Sypher, Taylor, 
Todd, W. Townsend, Tremain, Tyaer, A. S. 
Wallace, Walls, J. D. Ward, A. White, Wilb«r, 
W. Williams, j. Wilson— 8l. 
Louisiana. 

[For additional papers respecting affairs in 
Louisiana, see McPherson's Hand- Book of Poli- 
tics for 1874, pp. 100-108.] 

The papers reC 'ng Lo " ' are 
voluminous. Only h ni po nt an 

lecled, and they fr m E D cs. 13 and 

17, 2d Sess., 43d Co g d ewspap«rs 

where there are no ffi the Orders 

or Proclamations. 

1874, Aogust I — W P ogg wrote 

a letter to President G NT h h after stating 
his views of the sit EF rs, h espectfully 

and earnestly suggests that " If the United States 
troops were returned to their posts in this State, 
such a course would have 1 most salutary effect, 
ilnd would prevent much bloodshed, and proba- 
bly a formal call upon the President and a re- 
newed agitation of the Louisiana question, which 
otherwise a quiet, fair eleclion next November 
would forever set at test, and fully vindicate 
your just policy toward us." 

U. S. Marshal fa the Attorney- General. 

New Osleaks, August 30, :874. 
Attorney-General WILLIAMS'; 

The registration of voters throughout the State 
for election of Congressmen commences to-mor- 
row in several parishes. Large bodies of armed 
and mounted white men have appeared. Through 
fear of them, the blacks will be .unable to register 
or vote in case of a conflict, which 1 regard as 
I shall be unable to enforce the laws 
without a posse of troops. It is be- 
lieved ttie mere presence of United States troops 
in this district will prevent interference with the 
blacks in their registration. I therefore request, 
through the Attorney -General, that the Secretary 
of War order a sufficient force to this district 
immediately to aid in the discharge of my duty 
as required by law. 

S. B. Packard, U. S. Marshal. 

Governor Kellogg to the Attorney- General. 

New ORLBftNs, August 30, 1874. 

Hon. Geo. H. Williams, Attorney- General: 

A, gross outrage has just been perpetrated at 
Coushatta, Red River Parish, in the norihwesfem 

E)rtion of the Slate, A lai^ number of White, 
saguers from that and other parishes near the 
Texas and Arkansas line invaded the parish, in 
order to force the parish officeia to resign. They 
refused; but after a short conflict, in which sev- 
eral persons were killed, to avoid further blood- 
shed, these officers and other leading' republicans 
surrendered. Red River Parish, a new parish 
formed some foiu' years since, is strongly repub- 
lican, there being three colored to one white. It 
was returned as largely republican by the fusion- 
ists at \sH election. Coushatta, though small, is 
the most thriving landing on Upper Red River, 
and is owned mtuniy by northern men. It is 



known, however, as one of the strongholds of 
republicanism in that portion of the Slate ; the 
people pay taxes, are industrious and law-abiding. 
A more wanton outrage was never committed m 
any civilized community, as an investigation will 
fully show. The White-Leaguets, in order to 
carry out more effectually their avowed plan of 
carrying the State by terrifying republicans, and 
preventing their roistering and voring, as was 
done in 1868, have inaugurated violence in sev- 
eral of the northern parishes. There are no 
troops in that pardon of the State, and, indeed, 
none in the State, except a company at Colfax. 
As the evident intention of the White- League is 
to inaugurate domestic violence and interference 
with the rights of the colored citizens, especially 
in the remote parishes where onr State militia 
cannot be sent, and as the registration of voters 
IhrOughout the State commences (o-morrow, I 
respectfully surest that the troops now in Mis- 
sissippi, designed, I believe, to take the place of 
the Nineteenth Infantry, ordered away in July, 
be directed to resume the posts vacated by said 
regiment. A systematic effort has been and is 
being made by the opposition to create the im- 
pression that no troop will, under any circum- 
stances, be sent into the State. The presence of 
troops, it is believed, will go far to prevent vio- 
lence and bloodshed. No danger need be appre- 
hended on sanitary grounds, as both city and 
State are perfectly healthy, not the slightest sign 
of epidemic disease existing, or likely to occur 
this season. Wm. P. Kellogg.' 



Governor A 



'g_ to the Attorney- General. 



via Long Branch, Seplemier I. 
Hon. Geo. H. WilUamB, Attorney' Generai: 

The statement telegraphed you last night re- 
garding the outrage at Red River Pariui, has 
been fully confirmed. * * * Predatory bands 
of armed men are scouring several of the repub- 
lican pai-ishes in that portion of the State, driving 
out republicans and intimidating colored men. 
Registration commenced to-day, and an openly 
avowed policy of exterminating republicans. 

Wm. p. Kellogg. 



The President to the Secretary of War. 
Long Branch, N. J,, Septsmbsr 2, 1874. 

General W. W. BELKNAP, Secretary of War: 

The recent atrocities m the South, parlicalar- 
ly in Louisiana, Alabama, and South Carolina, 
show a disregard for law, civil rights and per- 
sonal protection that ought not to be tolerated iu 
any civilized government. It looks as if — unless 
speedily checked— -matters must become worse, 
until life and property there will receive no pro- 
tection ftom the local authorities — until such au- 
thority becomes powerless. Under such circum- 
stances it is the duty of Government to give all 
the aid for the protecdon of life and civil rights 
legally authorized. To this end I wish you 
would consult with the Attorney General, who is 
well informed as to the outrages aheady commit- 
ted and the localities where the greatest danger 
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teclioii of the South will be imder the Law Df 
pai-tment of the Goveriinient, and will be directed 
by the Attorney General in accordance with the 
provisions of the enforcement acts. No in; 
tions need, therefore, be given the troops ordered 
into the Southern States, except as ihey may be 
transmitted from time to time on advice from the 
Attorney General, or as circmnstances may detet 
mine hereafter. 

Yours truly, U. S. Gkant. 



Insiriutions to Unitsd States Marshals and 
Attorneys?^ 
Depahtment of Justice, 
Washington, September %, 1874. 

Sir ! Outrages of yarions descriptions, and in 
some eases atrocious murders, have been com- 
mitted in your district by bodies of armed men, 
sometimes in disguise, and with the view, it is 
believed, of overawing and intimidating peace- 
able and law-abiding citizens, and depriving them 
of the rights guaranteed to them by the Constitu- 
tion and laws of the United States. 

Your attention is directed to an act of Congress 
passed April 9, 1866, entitled "An act to protect 
all persons in the United States in their civil 
rights and to furnish means for theirvindication;" 
and to another passed April 20, 1871, entitled 
"An act to enforce the provisions of the four- 
tetnth amendment to the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States, and for other purposes ;" also, to one 
passed May 30 fi], 1870, entitled "An act to 
enforce the right of citizens of the United States 
to vote in the several Slates of this Union, and 
for other purposes," which, with their amend- 
ments, make these deeds of violence and blood 
offenses within the jurisdiction of the General 
Government. 

I consider it my duty, in view of these circum- 
stances, to instruct you to proceed with all possi- 
ble energy and dispatch to detect, expose, arrest, 
tmd pnnish the perpetrators of these crimes ; and, 
to that end, you are to spare no elfort or neces- 
sary expense. 

Troops of the United States will be stationed 
at different and convenient points in your district, 
for the ptnpose of giving you all needful aid in 
the disdiarge of your official duties. 
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ll may nol ba necessary^ such cases to send for J 
fore ihe iruop; can be wtA for ihe purpose of a 
those who are guilty of violating the lews of the 
SiatK. .This of couoie will not%e necessary v/he 
are easily acceseltals, but nhere the troops are pis 

flio crimes commilted can be made, Che offendei 
general ruLe have an opportunity to escape. Yi 

S've the depudH the necessary insmiotiong as to I 
K warrants, and I need not repeat Ihac It is im[ 



You understand, of course, that no interfer- 
ence whatever is bei'eby intended with any polit- 
ical or party action not in violation of law ; but 
protection to all classes of citizens, while and col- 
ored, in the free exercise of the elective franchise, 
and the enjoyment of the other rights and privi- 
leges to which they are entitled under the Con- 
stilution and laws, as citizens of the United 
States. 

These instructions are issued by the authority 
of Ihe President, and with the concurrence of the 
Secretary of War. 

Very respectfully, 

Geo. H. Williams, Attorney- General. 

U. S. Marshal Packard to the Attorney- General. 

New Orleahs, September 13, 1S74. 
Attorney-General WILLIAMS: 

Some morning papers and incendiary notices 
posted, call upon citizens to close stores and meet 
at Clay Statue at II a. m., to-morrow. Danger 
of conflict imminent. No troops here at present, 
but General Emory telegraphs me that he will 
send detatchment from Jackson to-night. If so, 
they wUl arrive to-morrow. 

S. B. Packard, U. S. Marshal. 

y. R. Beck-mith to the Aitomey-Ceaeral. 

New York, September 13, 1874. 

Hon. Geo, H. Williams, Attorney- General ; 

The troops are ordered away from Colfax. If 
not countermanded, I fear all of the witnesses in 
late Mapote trial will be kiUed, 

J. R. Eeckwith. 

U. S. Marshal to Attorney- General. 
New Orleans, Siftember 14, 1875. 
Attorney-General Williams : 

The White League, armed, have occupied the 
city hail, and have cut the wires of the fire-alarm 
and police telegraph. 

S. B. Packard, U. S. Marshal. 

Gov. Kellogg to the President. 
New Orleans, September 14, 1874. 
To President Grant, Washington ; 

Under article four, section 4, of the Constilu- 
tion of the United States, I have the honor to 
inform you that the State is now subject to do- 
mestic violence of a character that the State 
forces, under existing circumstances, are unable 
to suppress, and the legislature not being in ses- 
sion and not being able to be convened within the 
requisite time to take action in this matter, I re- 
spectfully make requisition upon you to take 
measures to put down the domestic violence and 
insurrection now prevailing, 

Wm, p. Kellogg, Governor of Louisiana. 

U. S. Marshal to the Attorney- General. 
New Orleans, September 14, 1S74. 
Attorney-General Williams : 

A meeiing of aiiout two thousand has been 
held, and a committee sent, demanding the gov- 
ernor's immediate resignation. The committee 
was received by assistant attorney- general, also a 
member of the governor's staff, and by direction 
of the governor, informed the committee that the 



y,GoogIc 



EXECUTIVE AND LEGISLATIVE ACTION". 



23 



governor refused to receive any communicatic 
from a. body of armed men accompanied with 
menace. The people assembled at the meeting 
were generally unarmed, but large 
White Leaguers are under arms in 
ity, awaiting orders. The meeting 
and the people notified to come to Canal 
to-night at four o'clock with their arm: 
blankets, and camp there. Mr. Marr, ch^rman 
democratic committee, was chairman of the ci 
mittee to demand the governor's cesignat: 
There is little doubt of a conflict to-night, 
have B. company of United States troops guarding 
the custom house building, that arrived, on my 
requisition, from Jackson, Miss,, this morning. 
Four companies are nt routs from Holly Springs, 
expected at fotu' o'clock, if not intercepted as 
threatened. The armed gathering to-night is 
avowedly to attempt the overthrow of the State 
government; if successful, the murder of leading 
republicans. Tlie local authorities bave several 
hundred men under arms at State-house and 
arsenals. The State authorities are enercising 
the utmost discretion, in order that if blood be 
shed, it will be precipitated by the White League. 
S. B. Packard, U. S. Marshal. 

U. S. Marshal to the Attorney-General. 
New Orleans, September 14, 1S74. 
Attorney- General Williams: 

Tlie detachment from Holly Springs arrived at 
5 p. m. There was a short fight between the 
police and White League, between four and five 
o'clock, before the arrival of the troops. Esti- 
mated loss of police fifteen killed and thirty 
wounded. General Badger, commanding police, 
was mortally n-ounded. Gene 1 Lo to 
tired to the State-house, wh h h ds 
attack having been mside. Th p po th 

riot is overthrow of the Slate g mm S 

eral United States soldiers ore p<: d 

bjr the League while on the str m d T 

military force is inadequate to p h b 

property and keep the peace th b d 

S. B. Packard, United S & 

[From the Newspapers.] 
New Orleans, September 14 — In pursuance 
of notice in the words following, posted through 
the city September 13: 

" Citizens of New Orleans ; For nearly two 
years you have been the silent but indignant suf- 
ferers of outrage after outrage, heaped upon you 
by a usurping government. One by one your 
dearest rights have been trampled upon, until at 
last, in the supreme height of its insolence, this 
mockery of a republican government has dared 
even to deny you that right so solemnly guaran- 
teed by the very Constitution of the United 
States, which in article two of the amendments, 
declares tliat ' The right of the people to keep 
and bear arms shall not be infringed.' 

" In that same sacred instrument, to whose in- 
violate perpetuity our fathers pledged their lives, 
their fortunes and their sacred honor, it was also 
declared that even Congress shall make no law 
abridging the right of the people peaceably to 
assemble and to petition the Government for a 
redress of grievances. It now remains for us to 



ascertain whether this right any longer remains 
to us. We therefore call upon you, on Monday 
morning, the 14th day of September, 1874, to 
close your places of business, without a single 
exception, and at 11 o'clock, a. m. loassembleat 
the Clay statue, on Canal street, and in tones 
loud enough to be heard throughout the length 
and breadth of the land declare that you are, of 
right ought to be, and mean to be free." 

A meeting was held and adopted these resolti- 

Resolved, That we reaffirm solemnly the reso- 
lutions adopted by the white people of Louisiana 
in convention, have no desire to deprive colored 
people of any right to which they are entitled : 
that W. P. Kellogg is a mere usmper, and we 
denounce him as such; that his government is 
arbitrary, unjust and oppressive, and can only 
maintain itself through Federal interference ; 
that the electiotis and registration laws under 
which this election is being conducted were in- 
tended to perpetuate usurpation by deprivhig peo- 
ple, and especially our naturahzed citizens, of an 
opportunity to register and vote, and theveiore, in 
thenameofthe citizens of New CfrleansDOwin mass 
meeting, and of the people of the State of Louis- 
iana, whose franchise has been wrested from them 
by fraud and violence, and all of whose rights 
and liberties have been outraged and trampled 
upon, we demand of W, P. Keliogg his imme- 
diate abdication.- 

Resolved, That a committee of five be imme- 
diately appointed by the chairman, who shall be 
a member of the committee, to wait upon W. P. 
Kellogg, to present him these resolutions, and de- 
maud of him Immediate answer, and report the 
result of such interview to this meeting. 

R. H. Marr, Jules Tuyes, Samuel Chnpin, 
Samuel Bell and J. M. Saixas, committee, called 
' the Executive Rooms about noon, 

Mr. Man-, as spokesman, said they had called 

al Dibble said he would convey the intelli- 
gence to the Governor. After abrief absence he 
returned and made a reply which, at the request 
of Mr. Marr, was reduced M writing, as follows; 
I have communicated with the Governor, and 
lirects me to say to yon he must decline to re- 
e any communication from tbe committee 
appointed by the mass-meeting assembled on Ca- 
reet. He does so, I am instructed to say, 
because he has definite and accurate information 
that there are now assembled several lai^e bodies 
med men in different parts of the city who 
it the call which convened the masa-meetmg 
which you represent. He regards this as a 
ce, and he will receive no communication 
under such circumstances. He furthermore di- 
me to say that should the people assemble 
peaceably, without m 1 w id 1 m it one 

of his highest dudes t munica- 

' ' from them, or rt y [. on ad- 
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" We cepeat, there are no armed rioters ; there 
nre no armed men on Canal street, so far as we 
know. We came on a mis^on of peace, and be. 
lieve that if the Governor tad acceded to the 
proposition we brought to-day, which was to ab- 
dicate, it wouid have pacified the people of Lou- 
isiana, and might or would have prevented vio- 
lence or bloodied. So far as we are concerned, 
we are prepared to pledge him no violence in 
person or property, and we feel in a position, on 
the contrary, to assure him that there should be 
perfect immunity to both." 

The substance of the foregoing reply was sub- 
sequently, by Mr. Marr's request, reduced to 
writing hy the Governor's private secretary and 
handed to him to read at the mass meeting. 

Gen. Dibble, on the part of the Governor, re- 
plied : " I have to repeat what I said before, that 
while there may not be armed men on Canal 
street, there ate armed bodies within a short dis- 
tance, assembled on the same call as your mass 
meeting." 

New Orleans, September 14 — An extra 
edition of the Bulletin, issued at 4 p. ro., con- 
tains the following proclamation : 

Ta the People of Louisiana : For two years 
you have borne with patience and fortitude great 
wrongs. Through fraud and violence the govern- 
ment of your choice has been overthrown and its 
power usurped. Protest alter protest, appeal 
after appeal to Ihe President of the United States 
and to Congress, have failed to give you the relief 
you had the right under the Constitution to de- 
mand. The wrong has not been repaired. On 
the contrary, through the instrumentality of par- 
tisan judges, you are debarred from all l^al 
remedy. Day by day taxation has been increas- 
ing, with costs and penalties amounting to the 
confiscation of your property. Your substance 
sqtiandered, your credit ruined, resulting in fail- 
ure and bankruptcy of your valued institutions. 
The right of suffrage is virtually taken ftom you 
My the enactment or skillfully-devised registration 
and election laws. The judicial branch of your 
government has been stricken down by the con- 
version of the legal posse comitatus of the sheriff 
to the use of the usurper for the purpose of de- 
feating the decrees of the courts. His defiance of 
law leading him to use the very force for the 
arrest of the sheriff while eng^ed in the execu- 
tion of the process of the court. 

To these may be added a corrupt and vicious 
legislature, making laws in violation of the Con- 
stitution for the purpose of guarding and perpetu- 
ating their usurped authority, and a Metropolitan 
police force, paid by the dty, under control of the 
usurper, quartered upon you to overawe and keep 
you in subjection. Every public right has been 
denied, and, as if to goad you to desperation, pri- 
vate arms are seized and individuals arrested. To 
such extremities are you driven that manhood 
revolts at any further sulmiission. 

Constridned from a sense of duty as legally 
elerted Lieutenant-Governor of the Stale and 
acting Governor in the absence of Gov. McEnery, 
I do hereby issue this my proclamation, calling 
upon the railitia of the State, embracing all males 
between the ages of eighteen and forty-five years, 
without regard to color or previous condition, to 



arms, and assemble under their respective ofiicers 
for the purpose of driving the usurpers from 

Given under my hand and seal this i4lh day of 
September,. 1874. 

D. B. Penn, Lieutenaat Gmiernor. 



Executive Department. ^ 

State of Louisiana, J- 

NewOri-eans, Sept. 14, 1874. J 

General Order No. I. 

Gen. Frederick N. f%den is hereby appointed 
provisional general of the Louisiana State militia. 
He will at once assume command and organize 
into companies, regiments and battalions. 
General Order No. 2. 

Gen. Ogden will report the names of stafF, regi- 
mental and company officers to this dqjartment 
forthvfith to be commissioned. 

By command of D. B. Penn, 

Lieutenant- Governor and Acting Commander- 
in-chief of Louisiana State Militia. 

New Orleans, La., Sept. 14. 

Ta the colored people of the Stale of Louisiana ; 

In the grand movement now on foot against the 
enormities of the rule of the Kellogg u.surpation, 
rest assured that no harm is meant towari^ you, 
your jffoperty, or your rights. Pursue your usual 
avocations, and you will not be molested. We 
war against thieves, plunderers and spoilers of 
the State, who are involving your race and ours 
in common ruin. The rights of the colored as 
well as of the white race we are determined to 
uphold and defend. D. B. Penn, 

Lieutenant- Governor and Acting Governor and 

Commander-in-chief of the Louisiana State 



New Orleans, Se^. 14. — The people seem 
to have responded with alacrity to the advice 
given them by Dr. Beard, one of the speakers at 
the Canal street meeting. By 3 o'clock this after- 
noon armed men were stationed at the intersec- 
tion, of ail the streets on the south side of Canal 
street from the river to Claiibome street. About 
4 o'clock a body of Metropolitans, niunbering 
about 500, with cavalry and artillery, appeared at 
the head of Canal street and took position. Gen- 
eral Longstceet, who was commanding, accom- 
panied by an orderly, then rode up and down 
Canal street, ordering the armed citizens to dis- 
perse. Some desultory firing soon after occurred 
along Canal street, and some few casnalties are 
reported on both sides. The Metropolitans are 
reported to have broken at the first fire, the cit,- 
zens capturing one piece of artjliery. Citizens 
are now building barricades along Poydras street, 
having already captured the city hall and taken 
possession of the fire-alarm telegraph. The po- 
lice telegraph is worked by a battery at the city 
hall, and this has been detached therefrom, 
rendering the police wires useless. There is one 
company of United States troops here, bat they 
remain at the custom-house, spectators of the 
lively scenes being enacted in front of them. 

The State authorities seem to have great con- 
fidence in their ability to deal with what they 
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term an armed mob, and say that unless the peo- 
ple disperse there will be bloody work to-ni^t. 

Barricades are erected in all the streets leading 
from Canal, between Poydras and Canal, and the 
People's party hold all that portion of the city 
above Canal. The Metropolitans are massed in 
and around Jackson square and the St. Louis 
hotel. 

There was quite a sharp fight at the river and 
on Canal street about 4 o'clock. The number 
killed is estimated by some as high as fifty, and 
many wounded. Captain J. M. West, a printer 
and well-known newspaper correspondent, and 
E. A. Toledaiio were killed on the citizens' side. 
A number of Metropolitans are reported killed, 
and General Badger severely wounded. The 
colored men, of which the Metropolitan brigade 
was largely composed, broke and ran upon the 
first fire, leaving their white comrades, a number 
of whom were killed and wounded. Casualties 
will be reported as they are ascertained. 

New Orleans, Sept 14, 8 p. m — The streets 
above Canal street are well filled with armed 
citizens. The impression now prevails that no 
further attempt will be made by the Metropoli- 
tans to disperse their opponents. The city is re- 
markably quiet throughout, and no further con- 
flict is apprehended before morning. Most of 
the barricades are made with street railroad cars. 
Six or eight citizens and twenty or thirty Metro- 
politans were killed in the fight this afternoon, 
and many wounded on both sides. 

New Ohleans, Sept. 15.— An extra Pkayttne 
contains the following! " As might have been 
.expected after the decisive victories of yesterday 
and consequent demoralization of the Kellc^g 
forces, the finish this morning was a very brief 
affair. About 8.30 o'clock the State house was 
occupied by the citizens' force, and by 9 o'clock 
the third precinct station and the KeBogg armory. 
The last of the Radical government was after a 
sharp little assault captured, and so ends the Kel- 

The State-house surrendered at 7 this morn- 
ing to Lieutenant Governor Penn's militia with- 
out firing a gun. Governor Penn's militia are 
about ten thousand strong. All State and city 
property, the police stations, arsenals and police 
and fire-alarm telegraphs, are in the possession of 
the League, Kellogg is in the custom-house, 
under protecfion of United States troops, Jackson 
square police station, under command of General 
Longstreet, is reported to have just surrendered. 

The Kellogg government has tieen overthrown, 
and the entire city is in the hands of his oppo- 
nents. Lieutenant Governor Penn has talcen the 
reins of the government, and will at once install 
in office all those who were voted for on the 
same ticket with McEnery in 1872. The courts 
will at once be organized, and the entire machinery 
of the government set in motion, not only in this 
city, but throughout the whole Slate. 

The following dispatch wrs sent last evening 
by Acting Governor Penn to the President of the 
United States : 

New Orleans, Sept. 14, 1S74. 
U. S, Grant, PreHdeni of the United States : 

Hopeless of all other relief, the people of this 



State have taken up aiTos to maintain the legal 
authority of the persons elected by them to the 
government of the State, against the usurpers who 
have heaped upon them innumerable insults and 
wrongs. In so doing they are supported by the 
great body of intelligent and honest people M the 
State. They declare theur unswerving loyalty 
and respect for the United States Government and 
its officers. They war only against the usurpers, 
plunderers and enemies of the people. They af- 
firm their entire ability to maintain peace and pro- 
tect life, liberty and the equal rights of all classes 
of citizens. TTie party and officials of the United 
States it shall be our special aim to defend against 
all assaults, and to treat with the profoundest re- 
spect and Icyalty. We only ask of you to with- 
hold any aid or protection from our enemies and 
the enemies of republican rights and of the peace 
and liberties of the people, 

D, B. Penn, Lieut. Gov. andActg. Gov. 

Same day — President Grant issued his Procla- 
mation, giving the parties referred to above, five 
days in which to abandon their position. For full 
text of the Proclamation, see chapter of Orders 
and Proclamations, 

Same day — Orders were issued for a concen- 
tration of land and naval forces, at New Orleans, 

Sept. 17 — John McEnery issued an order di- 
recting that the State troops now under arms 
will be at once retired to Uieir homes, and the 
captured arms be deposited in the Central Station, 
or at the Third precinct. He also surrendered 
the capitol and the remainder of the property in 
New Orleans belonging to the State to Gen, J, R. 
Brooke, who took possession of the arms and other 
State property, and was appointed by Gen. Emoiy 
to command the city of New Orleans until such 
time as the State and city governments can be or- 
ganized. McEnery and Penn presented a written 
protest agauist the view that there was then ill 
Louisiana " any assembly or aggregation of in- 
surgents to disperse," and insisting that at that 
time there was " no trace or vestige remaining of 
the late usurpation of which William Pitt Kel- 
It^g was the head." 

Sept. 18 — Gen. Emory informed Gov, Kellogg 
that " the insurgents lately in arms against Uie 
Stale government" have surrendered, and offered 
him the " necessary military support to re-estab- 
lish the State government." 

Gm. Emoty to Adjutant- General. 
New Orleans, September 24, 1874. 
Adjutant- General U. S. A. ,- 

Yesterday was asked by Governor Kellc^ to 
meet him and consult upon making arrests and 
searches for arras. After mature reflection, I 
concluded and stated to him that, as military 
commander, I did not, under my orders, feel my- 
self at liberty to advise or consult with the State 
authorities upon any political matter connected 
with administration of State affairs. 
W, H. Emory, Colonel and Brevet M. C., Com. 

manding. 

New Orleans, September -ys, 1E74. 
Adjutant-General U. S. A. 

Contending parties here have entered into an 
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agreement about the registraticm and election. 
It may ease matters for the time, but it looks like 
a recognition of the legal tights of insurgent 
parties. Negotiations of the kind were what I 
referred to in my telegram of the 24th, informing 
you I had formally declined any conference with 
governor on State politics. 

W. H, Emory, Commanding. 

New Orleans, October t, 1874. 

Sir : The arrangement by the leaders of con- 
tending parties, referred to in my telegrams of 
yesterday, will probably not be acceded to by the 
followers of either party ; and even if it is ac- 
ceded, to I think that the good effect of the ar- 
rangement, if any, would only last until the elec- 
tion. The democrats expect to carry enough of 
the Legislature to be masters of the situation. 
Should they do so, order may rule ; but if they 
are defeated, conflict and violence will be the in- 
evitable consequences, unless suppressed by the 
presence of strong military force. Therefore, I 
strongly recommend that no material reduction 
of force be made until after the election and the 
meeting of the Legislature. 

The leaders of the insurgents have, I am sure, 
nsed all fheir efforts to have the arms taken from 
the State returned ; yet there ace fiflieen hundred 

i 1,500) stand of improved small-aiTOS, and two 
a) howitzers yet missing, and as they are in the 
imnds of individuals whose names are not en- 
rolled, or not even known, I see no way of co- 
ercing the holders to give up these arms except 
bysearch and seizure and imprisonment of leaders, 
for which I have no authority. 

Admiral MullEiny informs me he will leave 
two (2) ships here, which will be an essential aid 
in the preservation of peace, as it will give me 
command of the river, and will enable me, in 
case of disturbance, to transport troops to the 
city from the suburbs of the town, where they 
must necessarily be encamped. 

W. H. Emory, Commanding. 

Hw/i Orleans, October 5, 1S74. 
I have reliable information that bodies of armed 
men, from twen.ty to sixty in each body, meet in 
the street at night for the purpose of drill, and 
that armed bodies whose numbers are not known 
meet in the league room. This comes with in- 
formation, not so well established, that theobject 
is to force a collision, and cause a military gov. 
ernment in place of the Kellt^g government. 
The State government appears powerless to sup- 
press the meetings. 

W. H. Emory, Commanding. 

New Orleans, OctoberT, 1S74. 
To ADjtrrANT- General, U. S. A.; 

I am informed by the chief of police in this 
city, whom I consider thoroughly reliable, that 
he has certsun information that White Leaguers 
repudiate compromise between State officials and 
democratic leaders, and that another attempt will 
be made lo get possession of Slate-house and 
other public offices of the State, if only for a time, 
as soon as troops leave the city to go into camp, 
or can for a moment he caught oft their guard. 
Their design seems to he to demonstrate the 
weakness of the State government and show their 



determination not to acknowledge that govern- 
ment OF submit to it, except by i\>ice of the arms 
of the United States, I think the Leaguers would 
like to be assailed by the United Slates troops. 
They have at least six thousand well-instructed 
men, accustomed lo arms. 

W. H. Emory, Conwianding. 

The Adjutant- General to General Emory. 
Washington, October 27, 1874, 
General W. H. Emory, New Orleans: 

Tlie President would like lo know your views 
as to stationing troops in New Orleans on day of 
election. The object is to confirm every individ- 
ual in his legal right to vote. Cannot points be 
selected near polls where attempts to overawe 
voters, likely lo result in riols, may be made, and 
Iroops stationed there a day or two beforehand? 
It would not be desirable to have soldiers at or 
too near the polls, as all appearance of military 
interference, except to secure voters their light to 
vote, should be avoided. Reply tome. 

E. D. lo-^iAsam, Adjutant- General. 

General Emory to the Adjutant- General. 
To Adjittant-General, U, S. A.: 

The Iroops are now'^stationed as follows; 
Eleven companies on river-bank about midway 
of the port of the traffic, and command the levee 
as far as Canal street. Ten companies at barracks 
on eastern extremity of city, and three companies 
at Stale-house, in center of city, and one company 
of cavalry near headquarters, also near cenlei- of 
city, and the fleet lying in the stream. The whole 
city and river front completely commanded. The 
troops in taking exercise move about the city 
dtuly. The city occupies a narrow strip extend- 
ing ten miles along river, is divided into lifleen 
wards, and usually has polls opened at more than 
one hundred places. Thefrauds charged, if true, 
are already consutnmated in the registrations, 
and every roan having certificate of registration 
is entitled to vote. To change position of troops 
now, and place them near the polls, would be 
inconvenient, owing to the number of polls, if 
not impracticable, owing to the difficulty of get- 
ting accommodations, either of house or grounds, 
to encamp Iroops, and would, I think, be less 
effective, and open to the same objection as plac- 
ing the troops directly at the polls on election 
day. If thought best, in addition to the Iroops 
already in the city, those from the barracks could 
be brought in, and companies stationed at five of 
the most eligible police-stations. All the com- 
mands will then be in position to act under the 
acts approved February 28 and Apiil 20, 1S71 ; 
and ibis, in my view, is all the change necessary, 
if any. As far as my information goes, the lead- 
ing men of the city and the leading newspapers 
are using all their best exertions to insure a 
peaceable and quiet election. 

W. H, Emory, Commanding. 

New Orleans, October 31, 1874. 
To ADjtrrANT-GENEEAL, U. S. A. : 

Governor Kellogg has this moment requesied 
that two officers and twenty men be sent to La- 
fourche Crossing, fifty miles distant by railroad, to 
prevent apprehended violence and bloodshed at 
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New Orleans, Oclober 2,1, 1874. 
To Adjutant-General, U. S. A : 

I do not think ihef e will be 3. conflict, except it 
be for the custody of the ballot-boxes, or about 
the count of votes. But as a precaution, unless 
otherwise directed, will, as suggested in my tele- 
gram of the 2Sth, bring remaining troops from 
Jackson Barracks to city to keep the peace and 
prevent possible conflict between armed bodies. 
W. H. Emory, CBPtmanding. 

Tlu Adjutant-General tn General Emory. 
Washington, October -^i, 1874. 
General W, H. Emory, New Orleans ; 

Two cipher dispatches received; Secretary 
says no objections to arrangement of troops at 
bimracks ; better comply with the request of gov- 
ernor in other dispatches, unless it will weaken 
you too much. 

E. D. TOWKSEND, Adjutant-General. 

Gen. Emory to the Adjutant- General. 
New Orleans, November 4, 1874. 
To Adjutant-General U. S. A. : 

I request that my letter to you of the first of 
October be considered in connection with my 
dispatch to yon of last night. The situation fore- 
shadowed in that letter still exists, and the views 
expressed in regard to the redaction of force are 
still entertained. 

W. H. Emory, Commanding. 
Note. — The dispatch of November 3, 1S74, 
herein cited, referred to the hire of quartets in 
New Orleans. 



The Adjutant-General to Gen. Emory. 
Washington, November 16, 1874. 
General W. H. Emory, U. S. A., New Orleans: 
If troops in New Orleans still occupy the State- 
house, it is desired by the President that they be 
transferred to the quarters they are to occupy for 
the winter. Are there any in State-house ? 

E. D, TOWNSEND, Adjutant- General. 

Gen. Emory to the Adjutant- General. 
New Orleans, November 17, 1874. 
To Adjutant^General U. S. A. : 

The troops moved as directed. It will slightly 
increase estimated expense for quarters ; while in 
State-house strict orders were observed not to in- 
terfere with free ingress or egress of citizens, or 
with State affairs. 

W. H. Emory, Commanding. 

Gov. Kellogg to the President. 
New Okleans, December 9, 1874. 
President GfiANT, Washington : 

Information reaches me that the White League 
purpose making an attack upon the State-house, 
especially that porlion occupied by the treasurer 
of the State ; the ovgantzation is very numerous 
and well armed, and the State forces now avail- 
able are not sufficient to resist successfully any 



movement they make. With a view of prevent- 
ing such an attempt, and the bloodshed which 
would be likely lo result should an insurgent 
body again take possession of the State-house and 
in dispersing them, I respectfully request that a 
detachment of United Slates troops be stationed 
in that portion of the Saint Louis Hotel which is 
not used for any of the State officers, where they 
will be readily available to prevent any such ui- 
Eurrectionary movement as that contemplated. 
Wm. p. Kellogg, Governor of Louisiana. 

Gen. Emory lo the Adjutant- General. 
New Orleans, December 15, 1874. 
To Adjutant-General U. S. A. .■ 

The returning-board aod people representing 
opposing patty differ on vital questions. Each 
avers against the other crime of such enormity 
that, in the present excited state of the putj- 
lie mind, violence is imminent. On the occasion 
of the fourteenth of September I was informed, in 
a dispatch dated fifteenth September,* that the 
President directed yon to say previous orders are 
not to be observed ; in consequeiice of which, my 
order to Colonel Brooke to recognize Governor 
Kellogg was revoked, and an interregntun inter- 
vened. To avoid future misunderstanding in the 
impending disturbance, which may happen at any 
moment, or may not occur until after the meeting 
of the Legislature in January, I asked to be in- 
formed if the instructions contained in your dis- 
patch of September eighteenth are to be con- 
sidered in force, or if I am to awdt the result of 
another application from Governor Kellogg to the 
President. W, H. Emory, Commanding. 

New Orleans, December 15, 1874. 
To Adjutant-General of the Army : 

I should have added to telegram of this same 
date that the troops have been kept in readiness 
to move since Saturday. 

W, H. Emory, Commanding. 

The Adjutant- General to Gen. Emory. 

Washington, December 16, 1874. 
Col. W. H, Emory, New Orleans, La. : 

The President directs that you make arrange- 
ments to be in readiness to suppress violence, and 
have it understood that you will do it. 
Please acknowledge receipt. 
By order of the Secretary of War ; 

E. D. TOWNSEND, Adjutant- General. 

Gen. Emoty to the Adjutant- General. 
New Orleans, December i5, 1874. 
To the Adjutant-General U. S. A. : 

Telegram received. It is already understood 
in this community that I will act as directed in 
the dispatch. W. H. Emory, Commanding. 

New Orleans, December 16, 1874. 
Adjutant-General, Washington, D. C. : 

Since my dispatch of yesterday, information 
comes which I think justifies conclusion that per- 
sonal violence and armed conflict will not be used 
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by contending parties to settle the pending politi- 
cal troubles in this city, 

W. H Emory, Commaading 



li-EVf Orleans, Dtcemier 13, 1S74 

Sir ; The deparlnieiit commander direels that 
you hold your command, including the company 
of artillery, with its guns, in constant readineas 
to move to this city. 

On the receipt of orders from these headquar 
ters, or on hearing at any hour of day or night 
three guns fired in quick succession from the 
ships of war in the hartior, you will march your 
command, by the shortest and moat expeditious 
route, to the custom-house in this city, and report 
in person to these headquarters for orders. 

Acknowledge receipt, 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient ser- 
vant, E. R. Platt, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 
COMMASDING OFFICER. United States Troops, 

Jackson Barracis, Louisia?ia ; 

New Orleans, December 19, 1874. 
Official copy respectfully furnished the Adju- 
tant-Geneial of the Army, through headquarters 
Division of the South. The sub tance of Ih's 
confidential letter appeared in the New Orleans 
Picayune within a few days from its date It 
will explain my telegram of the lOth nstant 
W. H. Emory, t^mman ting- 

Secretary of War to Gen. Skenda i 
Washingtom City, December 24 1874 
General P. H. Sheridan, Chicago, III. . 

General 1 The President sent for me this 
morning, and desires me to say to you that he 
wishes you to visit the States of Louisiana and 
Mississippi, and especially New Orleans, in Lou- 
isiana, and VicksSurgh and Jackson, in Missis- 
sippi, and ascertcun for yourself, and for his in- 
formation, the general condition of matters in 
those localities. You need not confine your visit 
to the States of Louisiana and Mississippi, and 
may estend your trip to other States, AMmma, 
&c., if you see proper; nor need you confine 
your visit, in the States of Louisiana and Missis- 
sippi, to the places named. What the President 
desires is to ascertain the true condition of afeirs, 
and to receive snch suggestions from you as you 
may deem advisable and judicious. 

Inclosed herewith is an order authorizing you 
to assume command of the Military Division of 
the South, or of any portion of that Division, 
should you see proper to do so. It may be pos- 
sible that circumstances may arise which would 
render this a proper course to pursue. You can, 
if you desire it, see General McDowell in Louis- 
ville, and make known to him confidentially the 
object of your trip; but this is not requhed of 
you. Communication with him by you is left en- 
tirely to your own judgment. 

Of course you can take with yon snch gentle- 
men of your staff as you wish, and it is best that 
the trip should appear to be one as much of pleas- 
ure as of business, for the fact of your mere pres- 
ence in the localities referred to will have, it is 
presumed, a beneficial effect. 



The President thinks, and so do I, that a trip 
south might be agreeable to you, and that you 
might be able to obtain a good deal of informa- 
tion on the subject about which we desire to 
learn. You can make your return by Washing 
ton and make a verbal report, and also inform 
me from time to time of your views and conclu- 
sions. Yours truly, 

Wm. W. Belknap, Secretary of War. 

Adjutant-General to Gen. Sheridan. 

Washington, Decepiher 2^, 1874. 
Lieut. Gen. P. H. Sheridan, Chicago, III. : 

Sir : If in the course of the inspection and 
investigation the Secretary of War has directed 
you to make, in his communication of this date, 
you should find it necessary to assume command 
over the Military Division of the South, or any 
portion thereof, the President of the United 
Slates hereby authorizes and instructs you to take 
the command accordingly, and to establish your 
headquarters at snch point as you may deem best 
for the interests of the public service, 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. D. TowNSEND, Adjutant-General. 

Mr. Willi to the President. 
New Orleans, January 4, 1875. 
The President of the United States, Wash- 
ington, D. C. ; 

I have the honor to inform you that the House 
of Representatives of this State was oi^nised to- 
diy by the election of myself as speaker, fifty- 
e ght members, two moro than a quorum, voting, 
vith a full house present. More than two hours 
after the organization 1 was informed by the offi- 
cer in command of the United States troops in 
this city that he had been requested by Governor 
Kellc^g to remove cert^n members of the house 
from flie State House, and that, under his orders, 
he was obliged to comply with the request. I 
protested against any interference of the United 
States with the organization or proceedings of the 
house, but notwithstanding this the officer in 
command marched a company of soldiers upon 
the floor of the house, and by force removed thir- 
teen members, who had been legally and consti- 
tutionally seated as such, and who, at time of 
such forcible removal, were participating in the 
proceedings of the house. In addition to this, 
the military declared their purpose to further in- 
terfere with force in the business and organi- 
zation of this assembly, upon which some fifty- 
two members and the speaker withdrew, declining 
to participate any longer in the business of the 
house under the dictation of the military. As 



States Array interrupted and brake up a session 
of the House of Representatives of the State of 
Louisiana, and to urgently request and demand 
that they be ordered to restore the house to the 
position it occupied when they so interfered ; and, 
further, that they be instructed that it is no part 
of Iheir duty to interfere in any manner with the 
internal workings of the general assembly. The 
house is the representative of the sovereignty of 
the State, and I know of no law which warrants 
either the executive of the Stale or the United 
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States Army to interfere Tvitli its organization or 
proceedings. Louis A. Wiltz, 

Sfeakir of the House of Representatives of tke 
State of Louisiana. 

Gen. Sheridan to the Sicretary of War. 
New Orleans, Jamtary 4, 1875. 

W. W. BelkHAP, Secretary of War: 

It is with deep regret that I have to announce 
to you the existence in this State of a spirit of de- 
fiance to all lawful authority, and au insecurity of 
life which is hardly realized by the General Gov- 
emment or the country at lai^. The lives of 
citiiens have become so jeopardized that unless 
something is done to give protection to the people, 
all security usually afforded by law will be over- 
ridden. Defiance to the laws and the murder of 
individuals seems to he looked upon by the com- 
munity here from a standpoint which gives im- 
punity to all who choose to indulge in either, and 
the civil government appears powerless to punish 
or even arrest. I have to-night assumed control 
over She Department of the Gulf. 

P. H. Sheridan, 
Ueutenant-General U. S. A. 

Gen. Sheridan to the Secretary of War. 
New Okieans, January 5, 1875. 
W. W. Belknap, Secretary of War: 



fairs here. I will preserve the peace, which it is 
not hard to do with the naval and military forces 
in and about the city, and if Congress will de- 
clare the White Leagues and other similar or- 
ganiiations, white or black, banditti, I will re- 
lieve il from the necessity oT any special legisla- 
tion for the preservation of |)eace and equality of 
rights in the States of Louisiana, Mississippi, Ar- 
kansas, and the Executive from much of the 
trouble heretofore had in this section of the cou 
try. P. H. Sheridan, 

Lieutenant- General I/, S.A, 

W. W. Belknap, Secretary of War: 

I think that the terrorism now existing in Lou- 
isiana, Mississippi and Arkansas could be entirely 
removed and confidence and fair-dealing estab- 
lished by the arrest and trial of the ringleaders 
of the aimed White Leagues. If Congress would 
pass a bill declaring them banditti they could be 
tried by a military commission. The ringleaders 
of this banditti, who murdered men here on the 
14th of last September, and also more recently at 
Vicksburgh, Miss., should, in justice to law and 
order and the peace and prosperity of thLs south- 
em part of the country, be punished. It is possi- 
ble that if the President would issue a proclania- 
tion declaring them banditti, no further action 
need be taken, except that which would devolve 
upon me, P. H. Sheridan, 

Lietttettant-General U. S. A. 

W. W. Belknap, Secretary of War: 

There is some excitement in the rotunda of the 
Saint Charles Hotel to-night upon the publica- 
tion by the newspapers of my dispatch to you 
calling the secret armed organization banditti, 



Give yourself ni 

enough, if you will only have confidence, 

P. H. Sheridan, 
Lieulenant-General, U. S, A. 

Secretary of War to General Sheridan. 
Washington City, January 6, 1875. 
Gen. P. H. Sheridan, New Orleans: 

Your telegrams all received. The President 
ind all of ns have full confidence and thoroughly 
.pprove your course. 

Wm. W. Belknap, Secretary of Way. 

Washington, January 6, 1875. 
Gen. P. H. Sheridan, /few Orleans: 

I telegraphed you hastily to-day, answering 
your dispatch. You seem to fear that we had 
been misled by biased or partial statements of 
" ' that the President and 

Cabinet conlide in your wisdom and rest in the 
belief that all acts of yours have been and will be 
judicious. TMs I intended to say in ray brief 

Wm. W. Belknap, Secretary of War. 

General Sheridan to the Secretary of War. 
New Orleans, January 6, 1875. 
Gen. W, W. Belknap, Secretary of War: 

The city is very quiet to-day. Some of the 
banditti made idle threats last night that they 
would assassinate me because I dared to fell the 
truth. I am not afraid, and will not be stopped 
from informing the Government that there are 
localities in this department where thp very air 
has been impregnated with assassination for 
several years. ,P. H. Sheridan, 

Lieutenant- General Commanding. 

New Orleans, January 7, 1875. 



lys been passing resolutions and manufac- 
turing sensational protests for northern political 
consumption. They seem to be trying Co make 
martyrs of themselves 1 it cannot be done at this 
late day ; there have been too many bleeding 
negroes and ostracised white citizens for their 
be believed by fair-minded people. 



fied under oath before the congressional com- 
mittee that the condirion of affairs here was sub- 
stantially as bad as reported by me, I will soon send 
you a statement of the number of murders com- 
mitted, in this State during the last three or four 
years, the perpetrators of which are still unpun. 
ished. I Uiink that Che number will startle you; 
it will be up in the thousands. The city is per- 
fectly quiet. No trouble is apprehended. 

P. H. Sheridan, 
Lieutenant- General U. S A. 

[From the Newspapers.] 
New Orleans, Jan. 8, — The following .dis- 
patches published here ; 

New Orleans, January 8. 
To W. W. Belknap, .Secretary of War: 

I shall send you this evening a report of affairs 
as ihey actually occurred here on the 4th instant. 
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Mv telegram to you of that date, and those of the 
5lh and 6tli inst.. Ere so truthful of the condition 
of affairs in this section, and strike so near the 
water-line, that the ministers of the Gospel and 
others are appealed to to keep the ship from sink- 
ing. Human life has been held too cheaply in 
this State for many years. 

P. H. Sheridan, Lienlenarii-General. 



New Orleans, Januaiy 8, 1875. 
Hon. W. W. Belknap, Secretary of War. 

I have the honor to submit the following brief 
report of affiiirs as they ocenrred here in the or- 
ganization of the State Legislature on Jantiary 4, 
1875. I was not in command of this militaiy 
department until 9 o'clock at night on the 4th in- 
slant, but I fully indorse and am willing to be 
held cespoasible for the acts of the military as 
conservators of the public peace upon that day. 
During the few days in which I was in the city 
prior to the 4th of January, the general topic of 
conversation was &e scenes of bloodshed that 
were liable to occur on thai day, and I repeat- 
edly heard threats of assassinating the governor, 
and regrets ej:pressed that he was not killed on 
the 14th of September last; also threats of the 
assassinalion of republican members of the house, 
in order to secure the election of a democratic 
speaker, I also knew of the kidnapping by the 
banditti of Mr. Cousinier, one of tlie members- 
elect of the legislature. In order to preserve 
the peace and to make the State-house safe for 
the peaceful assembling of the Legislatnre, Gen- 
eral Emory, upon the requisition of the Governor, 
stationed troops m the vicinity of the building. 
Owing to these precautions the Legislature as- 
sembled in the State house without any distur- 
bance of the public peace. At 12 o'clock Wil- 
liam Vigers, the clerk of the last house of repre- 
sentatives, proceeded to call the roll as accord- 
ing to law he was empowered to do. One him- 
dred and two legally-returned members answered 
to their names ; of this number fifty-two were 
republicans, and fifty were democrats.' Before 
entering the house, Mr. L. A. Wiltz had been 
selected in caucus as the democratic nominee for 
speaker, and Mr. Michael Hahn as the republican 
nominee. Vigers had not yet finished announc- 
ing the result, when one of the members, Mr. 
Biilican of Lafourche, nominated Mr. L. A. 
WiltK for temporary speaker. Vigers promptly 
declared the motion out of order at that time, 
when some one put the question, and, amid the 
cheers of the democratic side of the house, Mr, 
Wilt! dashed on to the rostrum, pushed aside Mr. 
Vigers, seized the speaker's chair and gavel, and 
declared himself speaker. A protest against this 
arbitrars' and unlawful proceeding was promptly 
made by members of the majority, but Wilti paid 
no attention to their protests, and, upon a motion 
from some one on the democratic side of the 
house, declared one Trezevant nominated and 
elected clerk of the house. Mr. Trezevant al 
once sprang forward, and occupied the cletk'i 
chair, amidst the wildest confusion over the whole 
house. Wiltz then again, on another nomination 
from the democratic side of the house, declared 
one Flood elected sei^eant-at-arms, and ordered 
that a certain number of assistants be appointed. 



Instantly a large number of men throughout the 
hall, who had been admitted on various pretexts, 
such as reporters, members' friends, and specta- 
. turned down the lapels of their coats, upon 
which were pinned blue ribbon badges, on which 
printed, in gold letters, the words "Assistant 
sergeant-at-arms," and the assembly was in the 
possession of the minority, and the White League 
of Louisiana had made good its threats of seiz- 
mg the house ; many of the a an er 
arms being well known as p ns Vi 
League companies in this cit N tw th an g 
the suddenness of this mo 
republican members bad 
again and again against this aiy 

of the minority, but all to no rpo 
of the republicans rose and us 

body, together with the cle M 
carried with him the origin us 

as retmned by the secretary 
citement was now very great. Th tu g ea 
directed the sei^eant-at-arms gi 

or ingress of members or oth se 

citing scufHes, in which kni es 
drawn, took place, and fo mm 

seemed that bloodshed wo ns 

juncture Mr. Dupre, a dem m 

the parish of Orleans, mo fh m 

tary power of the General m be 

voted to preserve the peace, an mi 

be appointed to wait upon G al D 
the commanding officer th es 

troops stalioned at the Stat se 

his assistance in clearing th m 

tion was declared adofW:ed, , 

of which Mr, Dupre was made chairman, was 
sent to wait upon General DeTrobriand, and soon 
returned with that officer, who was accompanied 
by two of his staff ofiicers. As General De Tro- 
briand walked down to the speaker's desk, loud 
applause burst from the democratic ade of the 
house. General De Trobriand asked the acting 
speaker if it was not possible for him to preserve 
order withot appealing to him as a United States 
Army officer. Mr. Wiltz said it was not. 
Whereupon the general proceeded to the lobby, 
and, addressing a few words to the excited crowd, 
peace was at once restored. On motion of Mr, 
Dupre, Mr. Wiltz then, in the name of the gen- 
eral assembly of the State of Louisiana, thanked 
General De Trobriand for his interference in be- 
half of law and order, and the general with- 
drew. The republicans had now generally with- 
drawn from the hall and united in signing a pe- 
tition to the Governor, stating their gpevances 
and asking his aid, which petition, signed by 
fifty-two legally-returned members of the house, 
is in my possession. Immediately subsequent to 
the action of Mr, Wiltz in ejecdng the clerk of 
the old house, Mr. Billieu moved that two gen- 
tlemen from the parish of De Soto, one from 
.Winn, one from Bienville, and one ftom Iberia, 
who had not been returned by the returning- 
boiuil, be sworn in as merabersi and they were 
accordingly sworn in by Mr. Wiltz, and took seats 
upon the floor as members of the house. A mo- 
tion was now made that the house proceed with 
its permanent organization, and accordingly the 
roll was called by Mr. Trezevant, the acting 
clerk, and Wiltz declared elected speaker a 
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Trezevj.nt clerk of the house. Acting on the 
protest made by the majority of the hovise, the 
governor now requested the commanding general 
of the department to aid him in restoring order, 
and enable the legally-returned members of the 
house to proceed with its oi^onization according 
to law. This request was reasonable and in ac- 
cordance with law. Remembering vividly the 
terrible massacre that took place in the city on 
the assembling of the constitutional convention 
in r866, at the Mechanics' Institute, and believ- 
ing that the lives of the members of the legisla- 
ture were or would be endangered in case an or- 
ganization under the law was attempted, the 
posse was furnished, with the request that care 
should be taken that no member of the Legisla- 
ture returned by the retuming-board should be 
ejected from the floor. This military posse per- 
formed its duty, under directions from the Gov- 
ernor of the State, and removed from the iloor of 
the house those persons who had been illegally 
seated, and who had no legal tight to be there, 
whereupon the democrats rose and left the house, 
and the remaining members proceeded to effect 
an organization under the State laws. In all this 
turmoil, in which bloodshed was imminent, the 
military posse behaved with great discretion. 
When Mr, Wiltz, the usurping speaker of the 
house, called for troops to prevent bloodshf , 
they~wer6 given him. When the Governor of 
the State called for a posse for the same purpose, 
and to enforce the law, it was furnished also. 
Had this not been done, it is my firm belief that 
scenes of bloodshed would have ensued. 

P. H. Sheridan, Lietiienant-Generat. 

New Okleams, January to, 1875. 
Hon. W. W. Belknap, Sscrelary of War; 

Since the year 1866, nearly thirty-five hundred 
persons, a great majority of whom were colored 
men, have been killed and wounded in this State. 
In 1868 the official record shows that eighteen 
hundred and eighty-four were hilled and wound- 
ed. From i858 to the present time, no official 
investigation has been made, and the civi 
thorities m all but a few cases have been unable 
to arrest, convict and punish perpetrators. Con- 
sequently, there are no correct records to be con- 
sulted for information. There is ample evidence, 
however, to show that more than twelve hundred 
persons have been killed and wounded during 
this time, on account of their political sentiments. 
Frightful massacres have occurred in the parishes 
of Bossier, Caddo, Catahoula, Saint Bematii, Saint 
Landry, Grant and Orleans. The general charac- 
ter of the massacres in the above-named parishes 
is so well known that it is unnecessary to des 
them. The isolated cases can best lie illustrated 
by the following instances, which I take from a 
mass of evidence now lying before me of men 
killed on account of Iheir political principles. 
In Natchitoches Parish, the number of isolated 
cases reported is thirty-three. In the parish 
Bienville, the number of men killed is thirty. 
In Red River Farisli the number of isolated cases 
of men killed is Ibirty-four. In Winn Parish the 
number of isolated cases where men were killed 
is fifteen. In Jackson Parish the number killed 
is twenty; and in Catahoula. Parish the number 
of isolated cases reported where men were killed 



fifty ; and most of the country parishes Ihrongti- 
.it the State will show a corresponding state ot 
affairs. The following statements will illustrate 
the character and kind of these outrages. On the 
29th of August, 1874, in Red River Paridi, sis 
State and parish officers, named Twitchell, Di- 
1, Holland, Howell, Edgerton and Willis, 
e taken, ti^ether with four negroes, imder 
guard, to be carried ont of the State, and were 
deliberately murdered on the 30lh of August, 
1874. The White League tried, sentenced, and 
hung two negroes on the 2Sth irf August, 1874. 
Three negroes were shot and killed at Browns- 
ville, just before the arrival of the United Slates 
troops in this parish. Two White Leaguers rode 
ip to a negro-cabin and called for a drink of wa- 
er. When the old colored man turned to draw 
t, they shot him in the back and killed him, 
fhe courts were all broken up in this district, 
.nd the district judge driven out. In the parish 
of Caddo, prior to lie arrival of the United Stages 
troops, all of the officers at Shreveport were com- 
pelled to abdicate by the While League, which 
took possession of the place. Among those 
obliged to abdicate were Walsh, the mayor, Ra- 
pers, the sheriff, Wheaton, clerk of the court, 
Durant, the recorder, and Ferguson and Renfro, 
adminialralors. Two colored m hid 

given evidence in regard to fra d mm tt d m 
the parish, were compiled to fl f th 1 es 
and reached this city last n gh ha g be n 
smuggled through in a cai^o f n In Eh 

parish of Bossier the White L g h 
tempted to force the abdication f J dg E k 
the United States coiumissione -ind par h dg 
together with O'Neal, the sheriff, and Walker, 
the clerk of the court ; and they l^ve compelled 
the parish and district courts to suspend opera- 
tions. Judge Baker states that the White Leag- 
uers notified him several times that if he became 
a candidate on the republican ticket, or if he 
attempted to organize the republican party, he 
should not live until election, 

They also tried to intimidate him through his 
family by making the same threats to his wife, 
and when told by hhn that he was a United 
Stales commissioner, they notified him not to at- 
tempt to exercise the functions of his office. In 
but few of the country parishes can it be truly 
said that the law is properly enforced, aud in 
some of the parishes the juices have not been 
able to hold court for the past two years. Hu- 
man life in this Slate is held so cheaply, that 
when men are killed on account of political 
opinions, the murderers are regarded rather as 
heroes than as criminals in the locahties where 
tiiey reside, and by the White League and their 
supporters. An IHustralion of the ostracism that 
prevails in the State may be found m a resolu- 
tion of a White League club in the parish of De 
Soto, which states, " That they pledge themselves 
under (no ?) circumstances after the coming elec- 
tion to employ, rent land to, or in any other man- 
ner give dd, comfort, or credit, to any man, 
white or black, who votes against the nominees 
of the white man's party." Safely for individu- 
als who express their opinion in tiie isolated por- 
tions of this State has existed only when that 
opinion was in favor of the principles and party 
supported by the Ku-Klux and White League 
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his afrival in this city, and s 



that in order to reach heri 
to leave hi3 home by Etealth, and after nightfall, 
and make his way to Little Rock, Ark., and 
come to this city by way of Memphis. He fur- 
ther states that while his father was lying at Ihe 
point of death iti the same village, he was unable 
to visit him for fear of assassination ; and yet he 
is a native of the parish, and proscribed for his 
political sentiments only. It is more than proba- 
ble tiiat if bad government has existed iu this 
State it is the result of the armed organiza^ons, 
which have now crystallized into what is called 
the White League ; instead of bad government 
develofrtng them, they have by their terrorism 
prevented to a considerable extent the collection 
of taxes, the holding of courts, the punishment 
of criminals, and vitiated public sentiment by fa- 
miliarising it with the scenes above described. 
I am now engaged in compiling evidence for a 
detailed report upon the aljove subject, but it will 
be some lime before I can obt-iin all the requi- 
site data to cover the cases that have occurred 
throughout the State. I will also report in due 
time upon the same subject in ^ the States of Ar- 
kansas and Mississippi. P. H. Sheridan, 
Zi'eufenant- General. 



Prcsiflcat tlmnt's Special Message on 
Affnli-s in the State of Louisiana, Jan- 
uary IS, 1876. 

Tc the Senate of the United States : 
I have the honor to make the following answer 
e resolution of the 8th instant, asking 



brought suit upon the equity side of the United 
States Circuit Court for Louisiana, and against 
Warmoth and others, who had obtained possession 
of the returns of the election, representing that 
several thousand voters of the State had been de- 
prived of the elective franchise on accomit of their 
color, and praying that steps might he taken to 
have said votes counted, and for general relief. 
To enable the court to inquire as to the truth of 
these allegations, a temporary restraining order 
was issued against the defendants, which was al 
wholly disregarded and Heated with con- 
tempt by those to whom it was directed. These 
proceedings have been widely denounced as an un- 
warrantable interference by the Federal judiciary 
with the election of State officers ; but it is to be 
remembered that by the fifteenth amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States the political 
equality of colored citizens is secured, and under 
the second section of that amendm'ent, providing 
that Congress shall have power to enforce its pro- 
by appropriate legislation, nn act was 
m the 3i3t of May, 1870, and amended in 
le object of which was to prevent the de- 
abndgment of sufirage to citizens, on 
of race, color, or previous condition of 
servitude; and it has lieen held by all the Federal 
judges before whom the question has arisen, in- 
cluding Justice Strong of the Supreme Court, that 
the protection afforded by this amendment and 
these acts extends to State as well as other elec- 
tions. That it is the du^ of the Federal courts 
to enforce the provisions of the Constitution of the 
United States aud the laws passed in pursuance 
thereof, is too clear for controversy. 
Section 15 of said act, after numerous provi- 
3ns therein to prevent an evasion of the fifteenth 
■ of the 
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1 86S, by which the Republican vote of the State, 
through fraud and violence, was reduced to a few 
thousands, and the bloody riots of 1866 and 1868, 
to show that the disorders there are not due to any 
recent causes, or to any late action of the Federal 
authorities. 

Preparatory to the election of 1S72 a shameful 
and undisguised conspiracy was formed to carry 
that election against Che Republicans without re- 
gard to law or right, and to that end the most 
glaring frauds uid fotgeries were committed in the 
returns after many colored citizens had been de- 
nied registration, and others deterred by fear from 
casting their ballots. 

When the time came for^a final canvass of tiie 
votes, in view of the foregoing facts, William P. 
Kellogg, the Republican candidate for governor, 



Circuit Court of the United States shall extend 
all cases in law or equity arising under the pro- 
visions of said act and of the act amendatory 
thereof. Congress seems to have contemplated 
equitable as well as legal proceedings to prevent 
the denial of suffrage to colored citizens; and it 
may be safely asserted that, if Kello^s bill in 
die above-named case did not present a case for 
the equitable interposition of the court, no such 
case can arise under the act. That the courts of 
the United Slates have the right to interfere in 
various ways with State elections so as to main- 
tain political equality and rights therein, irrespect- 
ive of race or color, is comparatively a new, and 
to some seems to he a startling idea ; 1 but it results 
as clearly from the fifteenth amendment to the 
Constitution and the acts that have been passed to 
enforce that amendment, as the abrogation of 
State laws upholding slavery resuhs from the thir- 
teenth amendment to the Constitution. While 
the jurisdiction of the court in the case of Kello^ 
■m. Warmoth and others is clear to my mind, it 
seems that some of the orders made by the judge 
in that and the kindred case of An m w 
illegal. But while they are so held 
sidered, it is not to be forgotten tha th m 
dates of his court had been contemptuo fied 

and they were made while wild scenes nar h 
were sweeping away all restraint o w d 
order. DoubUess the judge of this c rt m d 
grave mistakes ; but the law allows th han 
cellor great latitude not oiJy in punishuig those 
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who contemn Hs orders and injunclions, bijt in 
preventing the consummation of the wrong which 
lie has judicially forbidden. Whatever may be 
said or thought of those matters, it was only made 
known to me that process of the United States 
court was resisted; and as said act especially 
provides for the use of the Army and Navy, when 
necessary, to enforce judic!al process arising there- 
under, 1 considered it my duty to see that such 
process was executed according to the judgment 
of the court. 

Resulting from these proceedings, through 
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administration was oi^anized with William P. 
Kellogg as governor, which in the discharge of 
my duty under section 4, article 4, of the Con- 
stitution, I have recogniaed as the government of 
the State. 

It has been bitterly and persistently alleged 
that Kello^ was not elected. Whether he was 
or not is not altogether certain, nor is it any more 
certain that his competitor, McEnery, was chosen. 
The election was a gigantic fraud, and there are 
no reliable returns of its result. Kellogg ob- 
tained possession of the office, and in my opinion 
has more right to it than his competitor. 

On the 20th of February, 1873, the Committee 
on Privileges and Elections of the Senate made 
a report, in which they say they were satisfied by 
testimony that the manipulation of the election 
machinery by Warmoth and others was equiva- 
lent to twenty thousand votes ; and they add, to 
recognize the McEnery government " would be 
recognizing a government based upon fraud, in 
defiance of the wishes and intention of the voters 
of the State." Assuming the correctness of the 
statements in this report, (and they seem to have 
been generally accepted by the country,) the 
great crime in Louisiana, tjiout which so much 
has been said, is, that one is holding the office of 
governor who was cheated out of twenty thousand 
votes, against another whose title to the office is 
undoubtedly based on fraud, and in defiance of 
the wishes and intentions of the voters of the 
State, 

Misinformed 
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Enery proceeded to displace _ 
counties of the State the appointees of Governor 
Kello^i and on the 13th of April, in an effort 
of that kind, a butchery of citizens was committed 
at Colfax, which in blood-thirstiness and barbarity 
is hardly surpassed by any acts of savage warfare. 

To put this matter beyond controversy, I quote 
from tile charge of Judge Woods, of the United 
States circuit court, to the jury in the case of the 
United States vs. tTruikshank and others, in New 
Orleans, in March, 1874. He stud: 

" In the case on trial there are many facts not 
in controversy. I proceed to state some of them 
in the presence and hearing of counsel on both 
sides; and if I state as a conceded fact any mat- 
ter that is disputed, they can correct me." 

After stating the origin of the difficulty, which 
grew out of an attempt of white persons to drive 
the parish judge and sheriff, appointees of Kei- 
lo^, from office, and their attempted protection 
by colored persons, which led to some fighting 
in which quite a number of negroes were killed, 
Uie judge states i 



:re not killed, were 
taken prisoners. Fifteen or sixteen of the blacks 
had lifted the boards and taken refuge under the 
floor of the court-house. They were all captured. 
About thirty-seven men were taken prisoners; 
the number is not definitely fixed. They were 
kept under guard until dark. They were led out, 
two by two, and shot. Most of the men were 
shot to death. A few were wounded, not mor- 
tally, and by pretending to he dead were after- 
ward, during the night, able to make their escape. 
Among them was the Levi Nelson named in the 
indictment. 

" The dead bodies of the negroes killed in this 
affeir were left unburied until Tuesday, April 15, 
when they were buried by a deputy marshal and 
anofficer of the mililiafromNew Orleans. These 
peraons found fifty-nine dead bodies. They 
showed pistol-shot wounds, the great majority in 
the head, and most of them in the back of the 
head. In addition to the fifty-nine dead bodies 
foimd, some charred remains of dead bodies were 
discovered near the court-house. Six dead bodies 
were found under a warehouse, all shot in the 
head but one or two, which were shot in the 

" The only white men injured from the begin- 
ning of these troubles to their close were Hadnot 
and Harris. The court-house and its contents 
were entirely consumed. 

"There is no evidence that any one in the 
crowd of whites bore any lawful warrant foi the 
arrest of any of the blacks. There is no evidence 
tiiat either Nash or Caaabat, after the affair, ever 
demanded their offices, to which they had set up 
claim, but Register continued to act as parish 
judge, and Shaw as Sheriff. 

" These are facts in this case, as I understand 
them to be admitted." 

To hold the people of Louisiana generally re- 
sponsible foe these atrocities would not be just; 
but it is a lamentable fact fhat insnperable ob- 
structions were thrown in the way of punishing 
these murderers, and the so-called conservative 
papers of the State not only justified the massacre, 
but denounced as Federal tyranny and despotism 
the attempt of the United States officers to bring 
themtojusdce. Fiercedenunciations ring through 
the country about office-holding and election mat- 
ters in Lousiana, while every one of the Colfai 
miscreants goes unwhipped of justice, and no 
way can be found in this boasted land of civili- 
zahon and Christianity to ti'unish the perpetrators 
of this bloody and monstrous crime. 

Not unlike this was the massacre in August 
last. Several northern young men of capital and 
enterprise had started the Kltle and flourishing 
town of Coushatta. Some of them were republi- 
cans and office-holders under Kellogg. They 
were therefore doomed to death. Six of them 
were seized and carried away from (heir homes 
and murdered in cold blood. No one has been 
punished ; and the conservative press of the State 
denounced all efforts to that end, and boldly jus- 
tified the crime. 

Many murders of a like character have been 
committed in individual cases which cannot here 
be detailed. For example, T. S. Crawford, judge, 
and P. H. Harris, district attorney, of the twelfth 
judicial district of the State, on their way to cotut, 
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were Bliot'from tlieir horses by men in ambnsh on 
the 8th of October, 1873, and fhe widow of the 
former, in a. commimicaiion to the Department of 

Justice, tells a piteous tale of the persecutions of 
er husband because he was a Union man, and 
of the efibrts made to screen those who had com- 
mitted a crime which, to use her own language, 
"left two widows and nine orphans desolate." 

To say that the murder of a negro or a white 
leptiblican is not considered a crime in Louisiana 
irould probaby be unjust to a great part of the 
people i hut it is true that a great number of such 
murders have been committed and no one has 
been punished therefor, and manifestly, as to them, 
the spirit of hatred and violence is stronger than 






I me that the 



Representations were 1 
presence of troops in Loui 
and irritating to the people, and that there was 
no danger of public disturbance if they were 
taken away. Consequently, early in last sum- 
mer the troops were all withdrawn from She 
State, with the exception of a small garrison at 
New Orleans Barracks. It was claimed that a 
comparative slate of quiet had supervened. Po- 
litical excitement as to Louisiana af&irs seemed 
to be dying out. But the November election was 
approaching, and it was necessary for party piur- 
poses that the Hame should be rekindled. 

Accordingly, on the (4th of September, D. B. 
Penn, clEuming that he was elected lieutenant- 
governor in 1871, issued an inflammatory procla- 
mation, calling upon th m li h 
arm, assemble and dri m pow th mp 
ers, as he designated h ffi n> h S 
The White Leagues, nn d d h 
conflict, promptly respo d d 

On the same day th g m d mal 

requi^tion upon me, p rsua 9 

aid in suppressing domestic violence. On, the 
next day I issued my proclamation, commanding 
Ihe insurgents to disperse within five days from 
the date Sereof ; but before the proclamation was 
published in New Orleans the organized and 
armed forces, recognizinga usurping governor, had 
taken forcible possession of the State-house and 
temporarily subverted Ihe government. Twenty 
or more people were killed, including a number 
of the police of the city. The streets of the city 
were stained with blood. All that was desired 
n the way of excitement had been accomplished, 



revolution is apparently, though it is believed 
not really, abandoned, and the cry of Federal 
usurpation and tyranny in Louisiana Was renewed 
with redoubled energy. Troops had been sent 
to the State nrider this requisition of the gov- 
■ emor, and as other disturbances seemed immi- 
nent, they were allowed to remain there to ren- 
der the executive such aid as might become ne- 
cessary to enforce the laws of the State and 
repress (ne continued violence which seemed 
inevitable the moment Federal support should be 
withdrawn. 

Prior to, and with a view to the late election 
in Louisiana, white men associated themselves 
together In armed bodies called "White 
Leagues," and at the same time threats were 
Jnadein the democratic joamals of the State that 



the, election should be carried against the repub- 
licans at all hazards, which very naturally greatly 
alarmed the colored voters. By section 8 of the 
act of Februaiy 28, 1B71, it is made the duty of 
United States marshals and their deputies, at 
polls where votes are cast for Representatives in 
Congress, to keep the peace and prevent any vio- 
i^ions of the so-called enforcement acts, and 
other oflenses against the laws of the United 
States ; and upon a requisition of Ihe marshal of 
Louisiana, and in view of said armed organiza- 
and other portentous curcumstnnces, I caused 
detachments of troops to be be starioned in va- 
rious localities in the State to aid him in the per- 
formance of his oSicial duties. That there visa 

/^es, . 
doubt. The following 3 
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On fhe 14th of October eighty persons signed 
and published the following at Shteveport; 

" We, the undersigned, merchants of the city 
of Shreveport, in obedience to a request of the 
Shreveport campaign club, agree to use every 
endeavor to get our employes to vote the people's 
ticket at (heensuing election; and in the event of 
their refusal so to do, or in ease they vote the radi- 
cal ticket, to refuse to employ them at the expiration 
of their present contracts." 

On the same day another large body of per- 
sons published in the same place a paper, in 
which they used the following language : 

"We, the undersigned, merchants of the ci^ 
f Shreveport, alive to the great importance 01 
curing good and honest government to the 
fate, do agree and pledge ourselves not to ad- 
ance any supplies or money to any planter the 
oming year who will give employment or rent 
nds to laborers who vote Ihe radical ticket in 
he coming election,". 

I have no information of the proceedings of the 
retnrning lioard for said election which may not be 
found in its report, which has been published ; but 
it is a. matter of public information that a great 
part of the time taken to canvass the votes was 
consumed by the arguments of lawyers, several of 
whom represented each party beiore fhe board. 
I have no evidence that the proceedings of this 
board were not in accordance with the law under 
which they acted. Whether in excluding from 
their cotmt certain returns they were right or 
wrong, is a qnestiou that depends npon tlie evi- 
dence they had before them ; but it is very clear 
that the law gives them the power, if they choose 
to exercise it, of deciding that way; and prima 
fade the persons whom they return as elected 
are entitled to the offices for which they were 
candidates. 

Respecting the alleged interference by the 
military with the organization of fhe Legislature 
of Louisiana on fhe 4th instant, I have no knowl- 
edge or information which has not been received 
by me since that time and published. My lirsl 
infonnation was from the papers of the morning 
of the 5th of January. I did not know that any 
such thing was anticipated, and no orders nor 
suggestions were ever given to any military officer 
in that State upon that subject prior to fhe occur- 
rence. I am well aware that any military inter- 
ference by the oflicers or troops of the United 
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States with the oi^aniiation of the State Legis- 
lature or any of its proceedings, or with any civil 
department of the Government, is repugnant lo 
our ideas of government. I can conceive of no 
case, not involving rebellion or insurrection, 
where such interference by authority of the Gene- 
ral Government ought to lie permitted or can be 
justified. But there are circumstances connected 
with the kte l^islative imbroglio in Louisiana 
which seem to exempt the military from any in- 
tentional wrong in that matter. Knowing that 
they had been placed in Louisiana, to prevent do- 
mestic violence and aid in the enforcement of 
the State laws, the officers and troops of the 
United States may well ha.ve supposed that it was 
their duty to act when called upon by the gover- 
nor for that purpose. 

Each branch of a l^slative assembly is the 
judge of the election and q^ualifications of its own 
members. But if a mob or a body of unauthor- 
ized persons seize and hold the legislative hall in 
a tumultuous and riotous manner, and so prevent 
any organisation by those legally returned as 
elected, it might become the duty of the State 
executive lo interpose, if requested bya majority 
of the members-elect, to suppress the disfurbailce 
and enable the persons elected to organize the 
house. 

Any exercise of this power would only be jus- 
tifiable under most extraordinary circumstances, 
and it would then be the duty of the governor to 
call upon the constabulary or, if necessary, the 
military force of the State. But with reference 
to Louisiana, it is to be borne in mind that any 
attempt by the governor to use the police force 
of that State at this time would have undoubtedly 
precipitated a bloody conflict with the White 
League, as it did on the 14th of September. 

There is no doubt but that the presence of the 
United States troops upon that occasion pre- 
vented bloodshed and the loss of life. Both par. 
ties appear to have relied upon them as conserv- 
ators of the public peace. 

The Arst call was made by the democrats to 
remove persons obnoxious to them from the leg- 
islative hall ; and the second was from the re- 
publicans to remove persons who had usurped 
seats in the Legislature without legal certificates 
entitling them to seats, and in sufficient number 
to change the majority. 

Nobmly was disturbed by the military who 
had a legal right at that time to occupy a seat in 
the Legislature, That the democratic minority 
of the house undertook to seize its organization 
by fraud and violence ; that in this attempt they 
trampled under foot law; that they undertook to 
make persons not returned as elected members, 
so as to create a majority; that they acted under 
a preconcerted' plan, and under false pretenses 
introduced into the hall a body of men to support 
their pretensions by force, if necessary ; and that 
conflict, disorder, and riotous proceedings fal- 
lowed, are facts that seem to be well established; 
and I am credibly informed that these violent 
proceedings were a part of a premeditated plan 
to have the house organized in this way, recog- 
nize what has been called the McEnery Senate, 
then to depose Governor Kello^, and so revo- 
lutionize the State government. 

Whether it was wrong for the govenujr, at 



the request of the majority o( the members re- 
turned as elected to the house, to use such means 
as were in his power to defeat these lawless and 
revolutionary proceedings, is perhaps a debatable 
question ; but it is quite certain that there would 
have been no trouble if those who now complain 
of illegal interference had allowed the house to 
be organized in a lawful and regular manner. 
When those who inaugurate disorder aud anarchy 
disavow such proceedmgs, it will be time enough 
to condemn those who, by such means as they 
have, prevent the success of their lawless and 
desperate schemes. 

Lieutenant-General Sheridan was requested 
by me to go to Louisiana to observe and report 
the situation there, and, if in his opinion neces- 
sary, to assume the command, which he did on 
the 4th instant, a^er the legislative disturbances 
had occurred, at 9 o'clock p. m., a number of 
hours after the disturbances. No party motives 
nor prejudices can reasonably be imputed to him; 
but, honestly convinced by what he has seen and 
heard there, he has characterized the leaders of 
the White Leagues m severe terms, and suggested 
summary modes of procedure against them, which, 
though Ihey cannot be adopted, would, if legal, 
soon put an end to the troubles and disorders in 
that State. General Sheridan was looking at 
facts, and possibly, not thinldng of proceedings 
which would be the only proper ones to pursue 
in time of peace, thought more of the utterly 
lawless condition of society surrounding him at 
the time of his dispatch, and of what would prove 
a sure remedy. He never proposed to do an il- 
legal act, nor expressed determination to proceed 
beyond what the law in the future might author- 
ize for the punishment of the atrocities which 
have been committed, and the commission of 
which canned be successfully denied. It is a 
deplorable fact that political crimes and murders 
have been committed in Louisiana, which have 
gone unpunished and which have been justified 
or apologized for, which must rest as a reproach 
upon the State and country long after the present 
generation has passed away. 

I have no desire to have United Safes troops 
interfere in the domestic concerns of Louisiana or 
any other State. 

On the glhof December last Governor Kellc^ 
telegraphed to me his apprehensions that the White 
League intended to make another attack upon 
the State-house, to which, on the same day, I 
made the following answer, since which no com- 
munication has been sent to him : 

" Your dispatch of this date just received. It 
is exceedingly unpalatable to use troops in antici- 
pation of danger. Let the State authorities be 
right, and then proceed with their duties without 
apprehension of danger. If they are then mo- 
lested, the question will be determined whether 
the United States is able to maintain law and 
order within its limits or not." 

I have deplored the necessity which seemed 
to make it my duty under the Constitution and 
laws to direct such interference. I have always 
refused except where it seemed to be my impera- 
tive duty to act in such a manner under the Con- 
stitution and laws of the United States. I have 
repeatedly and earnestly entreated the people of 
the South to live together in peace, and obey the 
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laws; and notliing would give me greater plea- 
sure than to see reconciliation, and tranquillity 
everywhere prevail, and thereby remove all neces- 
sity for the presence of troops among them, I 
regiet, however, to say that this state of things does 
not exist, nor does its existence seem to be de- 
sired in some localities; aud as to those it may 
be jiropei- for me to say that, to the exletit that 
Congress has conferred power upon me to pre- 
■n th K K K ns Wh gues, 

n ny h asoctinusng arm d letice 
h w p poses b per- 

m d m h w part f this 

ry an h d ff Union 
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I have heretofore ur^d the case of Louisiana 
upon Che attention of Congress, and I cannot but 
lliink that its inaction has produced great evil. 

To summarize : In September last an armed, 
organized body of men, in the snpport of candi- 
dates who had been put in nomination for the 
offices of governor and lieutenant-governor, at the 
November election, in 1872, and who had Ijeen 
declared not elected by the board of canvassers, 
recognized by all the courts to whioli the question 
had been submitted, undertoolt io subvert and 
overthrow the State government that had been 
recognized by me, in accordance with previous 
precedents, Therecognizedgovernorwas driven 
from the State-house, and, but for his finding 
shelter in the United States custom-house, in the 
capital of the State of which he was governor, it 
is scarcely to be doubled that he would have 
been killed. 

From the State-house, before he had been 
driven to the custom-house, a call was made, in 
accordance with the fourth section, fourth article, 
of the Constitution of the United States, for the 
aid of the General Government to suppress do- 
mestic violence. Under those circumstances, and 
in accordance with my sworn duties, my procla- 
mation of the Ijth of September, 1874, was 
issued This served to reinstate Governor Kel- 
I(^g to his position nominally ; but it cannot be 
clamed that the insnt^ents Imvc, to this day, 
rendered to the State authorities the aims 
longing to the State, or that they have in 
sense disarmed. On the contrary, it is known 
that the same armed oi^anization that existed on 
the 14th of September, 1 874, in opposition to the 
recognised State government, still retain their 
organisation, equipments, and commanders, and 
can lie called out at any hour to resist the State 
government. Under these circumstances, the 
same military force has been continued in Louis- 
iana as was sent there under the fii^t call, and 
under the same general instructions. I repeat, 
that the task assumed by the troops js not a 
pleasant one to them ; that the Army is not com- 
posed of lawyers capable of judging at a moment's 
notice of just how for they can go in the mainte- 
nance of law and order ; and that it was impossible 
to give speciHc instructions providing for all 
possible contingencies that might arise. The 
troops were bound to act upon the judgment of 
the commanding officer upon each sudden con- 
tingency that arose, or wait ins' ' ' ' ' 
could only reach them after the thr 



had been committed whicli they were called on to 
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my recognition of the Kellc^g g 
ported the fact, with the grounds of recognition, 
1 Congress, and .asked that body to take action 
1 the matter; otherwise, I should regard their 
ilence as an acquiescence in my course. No 
ction has been taken by that body, and I have 
maintained the position then marked out. 

If error has been committed by the Army in 
these matters, it has always been on the side of 
the preservation of good order, the maintenance 
of law, and the protection of life. Their bear- 
ing reflects credit upon the soldiers ; and if wrong 
has resulted, the blame is with the turbulent ele- 
•ounding them. 

earnestly ask that such action he taken 
by Congress as Io leave my duties perfectly clear 
dealing with the affairs of Louisiana, giving 
urauce at the same time that whatever may be 
done by that Ijody in the premises will be exe- 
cuted according to the spirit and letter of the 
law, without fear or favor. 

I hei-ewith transmit copies of documents con- 
taining more specific information as to the subject- 
matter of the resolution. U. S. Grant. 
Extcutive Mamien, January 13, 1875. 

VOTES IN CONGKISS. 

Forty-third Congress — Second Session. 

In House. 
1875, March I — Mr. G. F. Hoar moved to 
suspend the rules and pass the following pre- 
amble and resolutions ; 

Whereas, both branches of the Legislature of 
Louisiana have rei^uested the special c 
of this House to investigate the circu 
attending the election and returns thereof in that 
State for the year 1874; and whereas said com- 
mittee have unanimously reported that the re- 
turning hoard of that Slate, in canvassing and 
compiling said returns and promulgating the 
result, wi-ongfully applied an erroneous rule of 
law, tiy reason whereof persons were awarded 
seats in the House of Represent^ves of Louisi- 
ana to which they were not entitled, and persons 
entitled to seats were deprived of them : 

Resolved, That it is recommended to the 
House of Representatives of Louisiana to take 
immediate steps to remedy said injustice, and to 
place the persons rightfully entitled in their seats. 
Eesslved, That William Pitt Kellogg be recog- 
nized as the Governor of the State of Louisiana 
until the end of the term of office fixed by the 
constitution of that State. 

Which was disagreed to — yeas 155, nays 86, 
voting 46, (two-thirds not having voted in 
the affirmative) ; 

Yeas— Messrs. Albert, Albright, Averill, Bai- 
ber, Barrere, Barry, Begole, Bradley, Buffinton, 
Bundy, Burieigh, Burrows, B. F. Butler, R. R. 
Butler, Cain, Cannon, Carpenter, Cason, Cessna, 
A. Clark, jr., Qayton, Clements, S. A. Cobb, 
Cohum, Conger, Corwin, Cotton, Crooke, Dan- 
ford, Dairall, Dawes, Dobbins, Donnan, Dun- 
nell, Eames, Farwell, Field, Fort, Foster, Frye, 
Garfield, Gooch, Gunckel, Hagans, E. Hale, 
Harmer, Hathorn, Havens, J. R. Hawley, Hays, 
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G. W. Haielton, J. W. Hazelton, E. R. Hoar, 
G. F. Hoar, Hodges, Hoskiiis, Houghlon, Howe, 
Hubbell, Hunter, Hurlbut, Hyde, Kassoii, Kel- 
!ey, Kellogg, KilUnger, Lansing, Vl. Lawrence, 
Lawson, Loughridge, Lowe, Lynch, Martin, 
Maynard, McCrary, A. S. McDiU, J. W. McDill, 
MacPongall, McKee, McNulta, Merriam, Mon- 
roe, Moore, Morey, Myers, Negley, Nunn, 
O'Neill, Oith, Paclcard, Packer, Page, I. C, 
Parker, R. C. Parsons, Pendleton, W. A. Phil- 

T" , T. C. Piatt, Poland, Pratt, Raiiiey, Rapier, 
H. Ray, Richmond, E. H. Roberts, J. Vi". 
Robinson, S, Ross, Rusk, Sawyer, H. B. Saylet, 
Scolield, H. J. Scudder, Sessions, Shanks, Sheats, 
Sheldon, Sherwood, L. D, Shoemaker, Sloan, 
Smart. A. H. Smith, G. L. Smith, H. B. Smith, 
J. A, Smith, J, Q. Smith, Sprague, Slanard, 
Starkweather, C. A. Stevens, St. John, Slowell, 
Strait, Sypher, C, Y. Thomas. J. M. Thompson, 
Thornbui^h, Todd, W. Towiisend, Tremain, 
Tyner, Waldroti, A. S. Wallace, Walls, J. D. 
Ward, M, L. Ward, Wheeler, A. White, White- 
ley, Wilber, C. G. Williams, J. M. S. Williams, 
W. Williams, W. B. Williams, J. Wilson, J. M. 
Wilson, Woodworth — 155. 

Nays — Messrs, G. M. Mams, Arch/r, Arthur, 
Aske, Alkins, Banning, Bamuta , Beck,H, P.Btll, 
Birry, Bland, Bloanl, Boietn^Bright, Bremberg, 
y. Y. Brown, Buciner, J. H. Caldwell, 
CaulfiM, y. B. Clark, jr., Clynur, Comitigo, 
Cook, Cox, Creamer, CrUtsnden, Cross/and, yokn 
y. Davis, De Will, Durham, Eden, Eldredge, 
Fitick, Giddiags, Glover, Gtmter, R. Hamilloa, 
Hancock, H. R. Harris, J. T. Harris, 
Hatcher, Hereford, Hemdon, Holman, Hunion, 
Knapp, Lamar, Lamison, Leach, Liittrell, 
Magee, Marshall, McLean, Millikm, Mills, 
Morrison, JVeal, Nesmith, Niblack, O'Brien, 
Pierce, C. N. Potter, Randa/l, Read, W. M. 
Robbim, W. R. Roberts, M. Sayler, Schell, 
SIbss, Southard, Steer, Standiford, Stone, 
Storm, Swann, S. B. Vance, Waddell, E. 
Wells, Whitehead, WhiUkouse, Whitthome, 
Willie, E. K. Wilson, P. Wood, J. D. Young, 
P. M. B. Young— ?,(>. 

Mr, G. F. Hoar then moved that the rules be 

agreed to — yeas 172, nays S5, not voting 30, 
(two-thirds having voted in the affirmative) : 

Yeas— Messrs. Albert, Albright, Averill, Bar- 
ber, Barrere, Barry. Bass. Begole. Bradley, 
Buffinton, Bundy, H. C, Burchard, Burleigh, 
Burrows, B. F. Butler. R. R, Butier, Cain, Can- 
non, Carpenter, Cason, Cessna, A, Clark, jr., 
Clayton, Clements, S. A. Cobb, Coburn, Conger, 
Corwin, Cotton, Crooke, Crounse, Danford, Dar- 
rall, Dawes, Dobbins, Donnan, Duell, Bunnell, 
■ Eames, Farwell, Field, Fort, Foster, J. C. Free- 
man, Frye, Garfield, Goodi, Guncket, Hagans, 

E. Hale, Harmer, B. W. Harris, H. H. Harri- 
son, Hathom, Havens, J. R. Hawley, Hays, G, 
W.Hazelton, J. W. Haielton, E. R. Hoar, G. 

F. Hoar, Ho%es, Hoskins, Houghton, Howe, 
Hubbell, Hunter, Hurlbut, Hyde, Hynes, Kas- 
Eon, Kelley, KeUo^, Killinger, Lansing, W. 
Lawrence, Lawson, Loughridge, Lowe, Lowndes, 
Lynch, Martin, Maynard, McCrary, A. S, 
McDill, J. W. McDiU, MacDougall, McKee, 
McNulta, Merriam, Monroe, Moore, Morey, My- 



ers, Negley, Niles, Nunn, O'Neill, Orr, Orlh, 
Packard, Packer, Page, I. C. Parker. R. C. Par- 
sons, Pendleton, W. A, Phillips, j. H, Plaft, 
jr., T, C. Piatt, Poland, Piatt, Rainey, Ran- 
sier. Rapier, W. H, Ray. Richmond, E. H. 
Roberts, T. W. Robinson, S. Ross. Rusk. Saw- 
yer, H. B. Sayler, Scofield, H, T, Scudder, 
Sener, Sessions, Shanks, Sheats, Sheldon, Sher- 
wood, L. D, Shoemaker, Sloan, Smart, A. H. 
Smith, G. L. Smith. H, B, Smith, J. Q, Smith, 
Snyder, Sprague, Stanard, Starkweather, A, H. 
Stephens, C. A. Stevens, St, John, Stowell, Strait, 
Sypher, Taylor. C. Y. Thomas, J. M, Thompson, 
Thornburgh, Todd, W, Townsend, Tremain, 
Tyner. Waldron, A. S Wallace, Walls, J. D. 
Ward, M. L. Ward, Wheeler, A. White, White- 
ley, Wilber, G. Willard, C. G, Williams, J. M. 
S. Williams, W, Williams, W. B. Williams, J. 
Wilson, j. M. Wilson, Woodworth — 173. 

Nays— Messrs. G. M.Adams, Archer, Arthur, 
Ashe, Atkins, Banning, Bamum, H. P. Bell, 
Berry, Bland, Blount, Bovien, Bright, Brotn- 
berg, y. Y. Brown, Buckner, y, H. CaldweU, 
Cauljield, y. B. Clark, jr., Clynier, Cook, 
Cox, Creamer, Crittenden, Crossland, yohn y. 
Davis, De Witt, Durham, Eden, Eldredge, 
Finch, Giddings, Glover, Guntir, R. Hamilton, 
Hancock, H. R. Harris, y. T. Harris. Hatcher, 
Hereford, Henidon, Holman, Hanton, Knapp, 
Lamison, Leach, LultreU, Magee, Marshall, Mc- 
Lean, Milliken, Mills, Morrison, Heal, Nesmith, 
Niblack, O'Brien, Perry, C. N. Potter, Randall, 
Read, W. M. Robbim, W. R. Roberts, y. C. 
Robinson, M. Sayler, Schell, 7. G. Schumaker, 
Sloss, Southard, Spesr, Standiford, Stone, Storm, 
Swann, R. B. Vance, WaddeU, E. Wells, White- 
head, Whitshouse, Whittherfte, Willie, £. K. 
Wilson, P. Wood, y. D. Young, P. M. B. 
Young-— 8^, 

Tne question being taken on the iiist resolu- 
tipn, it was agreed to. 

The question recurring on agreeing to the sec- 
ond resolution, it was agreed to — yeas 165, nays 
89, not voting 33 : 

Yeas— Messrs. Albert, Albright, Averill, Bar- 
ber, Barrere, Barry. Bass. Begole, Bradley, Buf- 
finton, Bundy, H, C, Burchard, Burleigh, Bur- 
rows, R. R. Butler, Cain, Cannon, Carpenter, 
Cason, Cessna, A. Clark, jr., Clayton, Clements, 
S. A. Cobb, Conger, Corwin, Cotton, Crooke, 
Curtis, Danford, Darrall, Dawes, Dobbins, Don- 
nan, Duell, Dunnell, Eames, Farwell, Field, 
Foster, J. C. Freeman, Frye, Garfield, Gooch, 
Gunckel, Hagans, E. Hale, Harmer, B. W, Har- 
ris, H. H. Harrison, Hathom, Havens, J. R. 
Hawley, Hays, G. W, Hazelton, J. W. Hazelton, 
E, R. Hoar. G, F. Hoar, Hodges, Hoskins, 
Hougliton, Howe, Hubbell, Hunter, Elnrlbut, 
Hyde, Hynes, Kasson, Kelley, Kellogg, Killing- 
er, Lansing, W. Lawrence, Lawson, Loughridge, 
Lowe, Ijjwndes, Lynch, Martin, Maynard, 
McCrary, A. S. McDill, J. W. McDill, Mac- 
Dougall, McKee, McNulta, Merriam, Monroe, 
Moore, Morey, Mvers, Negley, Nunn, O'Neill, 
Orr. Orth, Packard. Packer, Page. I, C. Parker, 
R. C. Parsons, Pendleton. W. A. Phillips, J, H. 
Piatt, jr., T, C. Pktt, Poland, Pratt, Rainey, Ran- 
sier. Rapier. W. H. Ray. Richmond, E. H. 
Roberts, J. W. Robinson. S. Ross, Rusk, Sawyer, 
H. B. Sayler, Scofield, H, J. Scudder, Sessions, 
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Shanks, Sheats, Sheldon, Sherwood, L, D. Shoe- 
maker, Sloan, Smart, A. H. Smith, G, L. Smith, 
H. B. Smith, J. Q. Smith, W, A. Smith, Snyder, 
Sprague, Stanard, Starkweather, C. A. Stevens, 
St. John, Stowelt Strait, Sypher, Taylor, C. Y. 
Thomas, J. M. Thompson, Thomburgh, Todd, W. 
Townsend, Tremain,Tyner, Waldron, A. S. Wal- 
lace, Walls, J. D. W;ard, M. L. Ward, Wheeler, 
A. White, Whiteley, Wilber, C. G, WiUiama, J. 
M. S Williams, W. Williams, J. Wilson, J. M. 
Wilson, Woodworth— 165. 

Nays — Messrs. G. M. Adams, Archer, Arthur, 
Ashe, Atkins, Banning, Bdrnum, Beck H. P. 
Sell, Berry, Bland, Blount, Bswen, Bright, 
Bremierg.y. Y. Brown, y.H.Caldv>eU,Caujield, 
y. B. Clark, jr., Clymer, Cox, Creamer, Critten- 
den, Cresdofid, yohn J. Davis, De Witt, Dur- 
ham, Eden, Eldredge, Finck, Giddings, Glover, 
Gu»ter,R. Hamilton, Hancock, H.R. Harris, y. 
T. Harris,Hatcher,Hereford,Hem4Bn,Hol«ian, 
Hunton, Knapp, Zamar, Lamison, Leach, I/at- 
irell, Magee, Marshall, McLean, MilHien, Milts, 
Morrison, Niai, Nesmith,. Niblack; O'Brien, 
Perry, Pierce, C. N. Potter, Randall, Read, W. 
M. RotHns, fV. R. Roberts, J. C. Robinson, M. 
Sayler, Sckell, J. G. Sckumakef, Seoer, Sloss, 
J. A. Smith, Southard, Speer, Standiford, A. H, 
Stephens, Stone, Storm, Swann, R. B. Vance, 
WaddeU, E. Wells, Whitehead, WhUekouse, 
Whitthome, Willie, E. K. Wilson, F. Wood, 
y. D. Young, P. M. B. YoungSg. 

Not voting — Messrs. Bieiy, Buckner, B. F. 
Butler, Chittenden, F. Oarke, C. L. Cobb, Co- 
hurn, Comingo, Cook, Crounse, Crutchfield, Fort, 
R. S. Hale, J. B. Hawley, Hendee, Kendall, 
Lamport, B. Lewis, Ijjfland, Mitchell, Niles, H. 
W. Parker, PeUiam, W. W. Phelps, Pike, I. W. 
Scudder,- W. B. Small, Strawbridge, C. R. 
Thomas, C. W, Willard, G. Willard, W. B, Wil- 
liams, Wolfe — 33, 

The preamble was then agreed to. 

In Sekate, 
Speelal Session of Fourty-foni-tli Cougress. 

March 5 — Mr. Morton offered the following 
resolution : 

Resolved by tie Senate, That the State gov- 
ernment DOW existing in Louisiana, and repre- 
sented by William P. K 11 gg i g m ' ' th 
lawful government of ■ia d h 

publican in form ; and h ry asa an n 

ceaseiy to sustain its p p d w h ty 

in said State should be g b h U 
States, when properly d po th p 

pose, to the end that th w m b ajth 
and promptly execut nd p pe ¥ p 

1.,....,^ — A A^I^„A^A A ' 



Yeas— Messrs. Alcom, Anthony, BoutwelV 
Bruce, Burnside, Cameron of Wisconsin, Conk- 
ling, Cragin, Edmunds, Ferry of Michigan, Fre- 
linghuysen, Harvey, Hitchcock, Howe, Ingalls, 

Snes of Nevada, Logan, McMillan, Mitchell, 
orrill of Maine, Morrill of Vermont, Morton, 
Oglesby, Patterson, Robertson, Sherman, Spencer, 
West— -28. 

Nays — Messrs. Bayard, Bogy, Booth, Caper- 
ton, Cockrcll, Cooper, Davis, Eaton, Gordon, 
Hamilton of Texas, yohnson of Tennessee, 
yones of Florida, KelUy, Keman, MeCreery, 
Maxey, Norwood, Randolph, Saulsbury, Steven- 



for their crimes. 

March 16— Mr. Fr h n ff 

following resolution ■- 

Resolved, That the pp h 

heretofore taken by th P es h 

Slates in protecting Lo is m d 

lence, and are of opin h h h ul 
to recognize in that S h g 






Mr. Anthony offered the following u 






That the action of the President in protecting 
the government in Louisiana, of which William 
P. Kelli^g is the executive, and the people of 
that State, against domestic violence, and in en- 
fordng (he laws of the United States in that State, 
is approved. 

Mr. Whyte moved that the substitute be post- 
poned until the second Monday in December 
next, which was disagreed to — yeas 24, nays 30, 

Yeas — Messrs. Bayard, Bogy, Booth, Caper- 
ton, Cockrell, Cooper, Davis, Eaton, Gordon, 
Hamilton of Texas, yohnson of Tennessee, 
yones of Florida, Kelley, Keman, McCreery, 
Maxey, Norwood, Randolph, Saulsbury, Steven- 
son, Tkurman, Wallace, Whyte, Withers— 2^. 

Navs — Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Boutwell, 
Bruce, Burnside, Cameron of Wisconsin, Chris- 
tiancy, Conkling, Cragin, Edmunds, Ferry of 
Michigan, Frelinghuysen, Harvey, Hitchcock, 
Howe, Ingalls, Jones of Nevada, Logan, Mc- 
Millan, Mitchell, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of 
Vermont, Morton, Oglesby, Paddock, Patterson, 
Robertson, Sherman, Spencer, West — 30. 

Mr, Davis moved to strike out the word " ap- 
prove" in the resolution of Mr. Frelinghuy- 
sen; which was disagreed to — yeas 16, nays 23, 
not voting 33: 

Yeas — Messrs. Bayard, Bogy, Caperton, Cock- 
rill, Cooper, Davis, Gordon, Johnson of Tenn- 
essee, Jones of Florida, McDonald, Nonoood, 
Randolph, Saulsbury, Wallace, Whyte, Withers 
—16, 

Nays — Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Boutwell, 
Bruce, Cameron of Wisconsin, Christian cy, 
Conkling, Cragin, Ferry of Michigan, freling- 
buysen, Harvey, Hitchcock, Howe, Ingalls, Lo- 
gan, McMillan, Morrill of Vermont, Morton, 
Oglesby, Paddock, Patterson, Robertson, West — 
3- 

March 23 — Mr. WirvTE moved to amend the 
mendment of Mr. Anthony, by substituting rte 
■ ollowing! 

That the use of the Army of the United Sta'es 
o enforce the unwarrantable and void order of 
udgc DureE, issued on the 5lh of December, 
872, and directing the United States marshal to 
eize the building occupied as a State-house for 
he assembling of the Legislature of Louisiana, 
nd the employment of the soldiers of the United 
States on the 4(h of January, 1875, to invade the 
hall of the house of representatives of Louisiana, 
and to eject therefrom persons claiming to be 
members thereof, are contrary to the spirit of re- 
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publican institutions and cannot be approved by 
the Senate of the United States. 

Which was disagreed to— yeas 33, nays 33, 
not voting 17: 

Yeas — Messrs. Bayard, Bogy, Caperton, Cock- 
xell. Cooper, Davii, Dennis, Eatott, Johnson of 
Tennessee, yonssai Florida, Kelly, Keman, Mc- 
Cretry, Msxty, Norwood, Randolph, Satilslmry, 
Steaeiison, Thttrman, Wallace, Whyte, Withers 

Nays — Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Booth, 
Boutwell, Bruce, Cameron of Wisconsin, Conk- 
ling, Crarin, Dorsey, Edmunds, Ferry of Michi- 
gan, FreTuighuysen, Hamilton of Texas, Har- 
vey, Hitchcock, Howe, Ingalis, Jones of Nevada, 
Lt^n, McMillan, Mitchell, Morrill of Maine, 
Morrill of Vermont, Morton, Paddock, Patterson, 
Robertson, Sargent, Sherman, Spencer, Wadleigh, 
West, Windom— 33. 

Mr. Thurman moved to insert at the end of 
the amendment of the Senator from Rhode Island 
this proviso : 

Provided, That nothing herein contained is 
meant to ^rm that said Kellogg is de jure Gov- 
ernor of Louisiana. 

Which was disagreed to — yeas 24, nays 33, not 
voting 15 : 

Ybas— Messrs. Bayard, Bogy, Caperton, Cock- 
rell, Coaher, Davis, Dennis, Eaton, Gordon, 
Ham:I,ton of Texas, yohnson of Tennessee, 
jfones of Horida, Kelly, Keman, McCreery, 
Maxey, Norwood, Randolph, Scmbbury, Steven- 
son, TAurman, Wallaet, Whyie, Withers— 2^. 

Nays — Messrs, AJIison, Anthony, Booth, 
Boutwell, Bruce, Bumside, Cameron of Wiscon- 
sin, Chrfstiancy, Conkling, Cragin, Dorsey, Ed- 
munds, Ferry of Michigan, FYelinghnysen, Har 
yej, Hitchcock, Howe, Ingalls, Jones of Nevada, 
L^an, McMillan, Mitchell, Morrill of Maine, 
Morrill of Vermont, Morton, Patterson, Robert- 
son, Sargent, Sherman, Spencer, Wadleigh, West, 
Windom — 33. 

Mr. Thurman offered the following proviso ; 
Provided, That nothing herein contained 
meant to affirm thai the body of men who 1 
aumed to elect P. B. S. Pinchtiack a Senator 
the United States was the legislature of the State 
of Louisiana. 

Which was disagreed to — yeas 24, nays 31, n 
voting I?! 

Yeas — Messrs. Bayard, Bogy, Caperte 
CackreU, Cooper, Davis, Dennis, Eaton.. Gi 
don, Hamilton of Texas, Jokmon of Tennes- 
see, Jones of Florida, Kelly, Keman, MeCrtery 
Maxey, Nbnaood, Randolph, SaalsBary, Sttvea- 
son, Thttrman, Wallace, Whyte, Withers— M- 

Nays — Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Boutwell, 
Bruce, Bumside, Cameron of Wisconsin, Conk- 
ling, Cragin, Dorsey, Edmunds, Ferry of Michi- 
gan, Freliiighuysen, Harvey, Hitchcock, Howe, 
Ingalls, Jones of Nevada, ■ Logan, McMillan, 
Mitchell, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Vermont, 
Morton, Patterson, Robertson, Sargent, Sherman, 
Spencer, Wadleigh, West, Windom — 31, 
Mr. Thurmak offered the following proviso; 
Provided, That nothing herein contained is 
meant to approve the military interference of 
United States troops in the organisation of the 
Legislature of Louisiana on the 4th of Jai 
last. 



Which was disagreed to — yeas 



nays 32. 



Yeas — Messrs. Bayard, Bogy, Cafertoa, Cock- 
'.II, Cooper, Davis, Dennis, Eaton, Gordon, 
Hamilton of Texas, Johnson of Tennessee, 
Jones of Florida, Kelly, Keman, MeCrtery, 
Maxey, Norwood, Randolph, Saulshury, Stevea- 
I, Thurman, Wallace,, Whyte, Withers^z^. 

Nays— Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Booth, 
Boutwell, Bruce, Bumside, Cameron of Wiscon- 
sin, Conkling, Cragin, Dorsey, Edmunds, Ferry 
of Michigan, Frelinghuysen, Harvey, Hitchcock, 
Howe, Ingalls, Jones of Nevada, Logan, Mc- 
Millan, Mitchell, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of 
Vermont, Morton, Patterson, Robertson, Sargent, 
Sherman, Spencer, Wadleigh, West, Windom — 
3J- 

The question bemg taken on agreeing to Mr. 
Anthony's amendment, it was agreed to — yeas 
33, nays 23, not voting 16: 

Yeas— Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Boutwell, 
Bruce, Burnside, Cameron of Wisconsin, Christi- 
ancy, Conkling, Cragin, Dorsey, Edmunds, Ferry 
of Michigan, Frelinghuysen, Harvey, Hitchcock, 
Howe, Ingalls, Jones of Nevada, Logan, McMil- 
lan, Mitchell, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Ver- 
mont, Morion, Paddock, Patterson, Robertson, 
Sargent, Sherman, Spencer, Wadleigh, West, 
Windom — 33. 

Nays — Messrs. Bayard, Bogy, Booth, Caper- 
Ion, Cockrell, Cooper, Davis, Dennis, Gordon, 
JoAhsoh of Tennessee, Jones of Florida, Kelly, 
Keman, MeCrtery, Maxey, Norwood, Ran- 
dolph, Savhbttry, Stevenson, Thurman, Wallace, 
Whyte, Withers— 2-^. 

Absent — Messrs. Alcom, Cameron of Penn- 
sylvania, Clayton, Conovet, Dawes, Ealon, Ferw 
of Connecticut, Goldihwaite, Hamilton of 
Texas, Hamlin, Johastoa of Vifgiiiia, A^cDoa- 
old. Msrrimon, Oglesby, Ransom, Wright — 16. 

The question rectirring on the resolution as 
amended, it was agreed to — yeas 33, nays 24, not 
voting 15; 

Yeas — Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Boutwell, 
Bruce, Burnside, Cameron of Wisconsin, Christ!- 
ancy, Conkling, Cragin, Dorsey, Edmunds, Feny 
of Michigan, Frelinghuysen, Hai'vey, Hitchcock, 
Howe, Ingalls, Jones of Nevada, Logan, McMil- 
lan, Mitchell, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Ver- 
mont, Morton, Paddock, Patterson, Robertson, 
Sargent, Sherman, Spencer, Wadleigh, West, 
Windom — 33. 

Navs — Messrs. Bayard. Bogy. Booth, Caper- 
ton, Cockrell, Cooper, Davis, Dennis, Gordon, 
Hamilton of Teias, Johnson of Tennessee, 
Janes of Florida, Kelly, Keman, McCreery, 
Maxey, Norwood, Randolph, Saulsbury, Steven~ 
son, Thurman, Wallace, Whyte, Withers~%^. 

Absent — Messrs. Alcorn, Cameron of Penn- 
sylvania, Clayton, (iinovec, Dawes, Eaton, Ferry 
of Connecticut, Goldllaiiaite, Hamlin, Johnston 
of Virginia, McDonald, Merrimon, Oglesby, 
Ransom, Wright — 15. . 

Under the influence of the resolution unani- 
mously adopted by the House of Representatives 
of the United States, recommending that the 
House of Representatives of that State seat the 
persons rightfully entitled thereto from certain 
districts, the whole subject wa':, by consent of 
parties, referred to the Special Committee of the 
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House who examined into IjJuisiana aflairs,vJz.; 
Messrs. George F. Hoar, William A. Wheeler, 
William P. Frye, Charles Foster, William Walter 
Phelps, Clarkson N. Potter and Samuel S. Mar- 
shall, who, after careful examination, made an 
award, which was adopted by the Legislature iu 
April, 1875, and which has been, more or less, 
faithfully observed. The facts which have tran- 
Hjired under it do not properly claim a place in 
this record. It is popularly known as the 
"Wheeler Compromise." 

BUssissippi. 

{From the Newspapers.] 
Gim. Aniss to the President. 

Jackson, Misa., July 29, 1S74. 

President U, S. GRANT, Washington : 

I regret to inform you that I imd upon return- 
ing here that an alarming condition of afiairs .ex- 
ists at Vicltsbufg. Infantry and calvary organi- 
iiations exist, and it is reported that a number of 
pieces of artillery have been sent to that city, and 
these bodies, oi^anized and armed without au- 
thority and in violation of law, assume to be 
guardians of the peace. This is a political con- 
troversy. On one side the democrats, represented 
by the whites, claim that they fear frauds on the 
jart of their opponents. The republicans, con- 
sisting mainly of blacks, claim that they fear 
frauds and also violence on the part of the demo- 
crats. At one time a collision and bloodshed 
vras feared by all— now by the republicans, but 
by the democrats it is disbelieved, only because 
Ihey have become masters of the situation. It is 
they, also, who oppose the presence of troops at 

Of the causes of this lamentable state of af- 
feJTS it is now useless to speak. I only seek 
peace and protection for all. Can (here be any 
serious objection why troops should not \ 
there? No harm can result, for troops 
many of our cities ; at this moment in two of the 
cities of this State. Their presence may do 
great good ; it may save many lives ; even on 
would more than compensate for the hari 
which, if any, I do not see to result from such 
presence. Will it not be the least of evils to 
have troops there for any emei^ency ? 

Adelbert Ames, Gmiemor cf MissisHfipi. 

The President to Gov. Ames. 

Washington, July 31, 1S74, 
The Hon. A, Ames, Jackson, Miss. ; 

The contents of ;ymir dispatch have been sub- 
mitted to the President. He declines 10 move 
the troops, except ,imder a call made strictly in 
accordance with the terms of the Constitution. 
W. W. Belknap, Setretar^ of War. 

tiov. Ames's Second Call. 

The following papers are copies of official doc- 
uments on file in the office of the Aitomey-Gen- 
eral, in Washington, and are the only full report 
of these transactions yet printed ; 
Report of Attorney- General Pierreponl to the Pres- 
ident, covering the telegrams and correspond- 
ence connected loith the second ^ all of ~ 
Ames for troops. 



Department of Justice, Washington, D. C, 

iunday, Sept. \2th, 1875. 
To the President: 

Sir: I report upon the -Mississippi disturbance 
the order of events. I received joiu: directions 
1 the 9th; forthwith I advised tlie Adjutant- 
General to order General Augur to hold his 
troops in readiness, and to advise Gov. Ames of 
the fact. I caused a proclamation fo be made In 
duplicate. I telegraphed to Gov. Fish at his 
country-place, bul received no reply until the 
next day, by reason of an accident which he has 
explained. Meanwhile I received the following; 

[Telegram.] 

Dated Edwards, Miss., Sept, 10, 1875. 

To Attorney-General Pierrepont, IVasMngton 

Perfect quiet prevails throughout Hinds county; 
peace officers are not prevented from executing 
legal, and the good citizens will assist lae in 
discharge of my duties, if needed. 

W. H. Harney, Sheriff. 

.nd also the following, which Secretary Bris- 
7 assures me is from a most reliable man : 
Dated Jacksom, Miss., Sept. 10, 1S75. 

To Gen. B. H. BriSTOW, Secretary Treasury; 

1 is peace here; the tempest in the tea-pot 
has subsided. The Mayor of our town has ten- 
dered to the Sheriff of the county one hundred 
in, white and colored, if needed, to give as- 
ranee to the citizens in any part of the county. 
Very respectfully, E. W. Cabananiss. 

Also the following, which Gov. Alcorn assures 

s is from a truthful man, worthy of belief, an 
able lawyer, but a strong democratic partisan : 
Dated Jackson, Miss,, 9 Sept., 1S75. 

Hon, Edwards Pierrepont, Attorney- General : 

There are no disturbances in this State now, 
and no obstructions to the execution of the laws. 
There has been an unexpected conflict at a polit- 
ical meeting, and some subsequent disturbances, 
but everything is quiet now ; the Governor's call 
for U. S. troops does not even pretend there is 
any insurrection against the Stale government, as 
required by the Revision of U. S. Statutes of 
eighteen seventy-live, page ten thirty- four. Peace 
prevails throughout the State, and the employ- 
ment of U. S. troops would but increase the dis- 
trust of the people in the good faith of the pres- 
ent State government. J. Z. George, 

Chairman Democratic Ex. State CoBimiltee. 

Yesterday morning I received the following, 
but they did not come until after I had read 
them in the Washington newspapers, in which it 
was stated that they came from Memphis : 

[Telegram,] 
Dated Jackson, Miss., 10 Sept., 1875. 

To AHorney-General Piereepont : 

Did not send dispatch. There is no protec- 
tion for life to colored men in my county. Tel- 
egram sent was presented to me by a Captain 
of one of the military organizations here. For 
safety to self and property I could not do other- 
wise I am free to confess my knowledge and 
convictions are to the contrary. 

W. H. Harney, Sheriff, Hinds County. 
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Dated Jackson, Miss., io Sfj)t.,iSTS- 

To Attorney-General Pierrepont . 

For my personal safety I desire the telegram 
Bent by me to be kept private. Respectfully, 

W. H. Harney, SAiHf. 

I next received the following : 

Jackson, Miss., Sefii. ii, 1875. 
To Hon. Edwards Pierrepont, 

AteorniyGeneral U. S. .- 
I am prepExred to prove to your satisfaction 
tliat Sheriff Harney was under no duress what- 
ever when he sent his first dispatch to you, and 
that the contents of that dispatch are true ; offera 
are freely made to the Governor of assistance to 
preserve the peace should danger of disturbance 
occur. The people of Mississippi claim the 
right of American citizens to be heard before 
they are condemned. I reassert that perfect 
peace prevails throughout the State, and that 
there is no danger of disturbance unless incited 
by the State authorities, which I hope they will 
not do. J. Z. George, 

Chainnaa Dsm. Conserv. Slate Ex. Com. 

And then the dispatch from Senator Pease, 
which follows ; 

Dated Jacksom, Miss., JtyW. ll, 1875. 

To Hon. Edwards Pierhepont, Atly. Genl .- 

Excitement arising from recent riots at Yaioo 
City and Clinton has in a great measure subsided. 
A civil /MJi composed 0/ good ciiiiens of all fia- 
lilualparliH anil of sujicieiti force to prottct life 
and property can hi had in any county in the 
State. 

No effort has as yet iee» made by State authori- 
ties in this direction. Until all legal means have 
been exhausted, I am of the opinion that federal 
intervendon is unwise, impolitic, and wiii only 
tend to a^ravate existing difficulties. 

H. R, Pbasb, Ex- U. S. Senator. 

On the same day, I received the following : 
Dated jAcicsoN, Miss., ii Sept., 1875. 

To Hon. Edwards Pierrepont, Ally. Genl: 

Sir ; The following dispatches, which appeared 
in Vlcksijurg Herald of yesterday, and Hinds 
county Gazette of the ninth inst., both democratic 
papers, are respectfully forwarded for comparison 
with the dispatches sent yon by Chairman of 
democratic execudve committee of this state ; 
[Special to the Herald.] 

Yazoo City, Sef^. ninti.—The latest heard 
from the Satarlia neighborhood was from a cour- 
ier who left there last night late. He reported 
all quiet, with the capture of one negro. Sheriff 
went through those places that furnished armed 
negroes, hut not one could be found. Even the 
women and children have gone to the woods. 
Did every bush contain a United States soldier, 
the negroes could not be more secure than they 
are in this county. The whites bear them no 
malice. Reports come in each day from the 
Good Hope and Burras places, on Wolf Lake, to 
the effect that the negroes are armed and have 
their nightly parades ; they are three hundred 
strong. The Coroner took possession of the 
Sheriff's office yesterday, but finding out his mis- 
take refused to act, leaving Morgan deputies in 



full possession. The ofBcer of the night has just 
reported to your correspondent that all is quiet [ 
the city is kept heavily guarded, and has been 
ever since the fight, and these expect to continue 
to do so, regardless of Ames's orders, until the 
negroes lay down their arms. 

Signed C. Knarf. 

[Special to the Herald.] 

Yazoo City, September gth. 

We have just read the proclamation of Gov. 
Ames, of the seventh inst., in which he says civil 
government is overthrown in Yazoo county. 

This is false. Every civil officer of the county 
is and has been at his post, and in active dis- 
charge of his duty except A. L» Morgan, sheriff. 
He left voluntarily, but his office is open and his 
deputy in charge of it unmolested. 

A. S, Epperson, C. V. Gwyn, R. S. Hudson, 
J. C. Pruett, E. Dwining, R. Bowman, Frank 
Campbell. 

Raymond Gazette, September gth. — Sat- 
urday night, Sunday and Sunday night, Ray- 
mond was a military camp. All file clubs south 
sent forwEird large details, and had it been 
necessary Raymond could have sent two hundred 
armed men to any locality. The sheriff of Yazoo 
county is stil! a fugitive. A. WaSner, 

Chairman Jtepublican State Sx. Com. 

Not wiDing to advise extreme measures unless 
strictly within the law, and as the call of the 
Governor was not in strict conformance with the 
statute, I sent him the following telegram on 
the morning of the lOth : 

Department or Justice, 
Washington, Sept. 10, 1875. 
To Governor Ames, yackson. Miss. : 

United States forces have been put in readi- 
ness. No orders for their movement yet, and no 
proclamation issued. Everything is ready. Is 
there such insurrection against the State Govern- 
ment as cannot be put down by State military 
forces, aided by all tlie other powers of the State 
Government and true citizens ? 

Edwards Pierrepont, Attorney-General. 

I received no reply. Yesterday morning (the 
nth), 1 sent the following: 

Department of Justice, 

Washington, Sept. 11, 1875. 
To Governor Ames, Jackson, Miss. : 

In my dispatch of yesterday morning, in which 
I mentioned that the troops were held in readi- 
ness, I asked whether the situation of the insur- 
rection was such against the State authorities that 
the Slate Government by the aid of loyal dtizena 
could not put it down. I have no reply. 
Edwards Pierrepont, Attorney- General. 

Up to eleven o'clock last night no answer 
came. Meanwhile the telegram above given 
from Senator Pease, came to hand. Senator Al- 
corn, late Governor of Mississippi, was present 
when I received it ; he assured me that there 
was no doubt about Senator Pease, and that full 
credit should be given to his dispatch and to his 
snggestion. Between II and 12 o'clock last 
night I received the following ; 
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[Telegram.] 
Dated Jackson, Miss., Sefi. ii, 1875. 

To Attorney-General Pierrepont; 

The necessity which called forlh my dispatch 
of the eighth instant to the President still exists. 
Your question of yesterday, repeated to-day, asks 
for information which I gladly give. TTie vio. 
lence is incident to the political contest preced- 
ing the pending election. Unfortunately, the 
question of race, which has been prominent in 
the South since the war, has assumed magnified 
importance at this time in certain localities. In 
fact, the race feeling is so intense that protection 
for the colored people by white organizations is 
despaired of. A political contest made on Ihe 
"White Line" forbids it. The history of the 
colored people since reconstruction, and its bear- 
ing on the situation at this time, and a detailed 
statement of the Iroabtes here, cannot be con- 
densed in- a telegram. The Republican party of 
this State has been opposed to organizing a mili- 
tia of colored men ; it has been believed by them 
that it would develop a war of races which would 
extend beyond the borders of this State. The 
orgmi2ation of whites aione, where the 
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complete protection 
strict non-interference of the whites. Contradic- 
tions will be numerous ; so they were last De- 
cember; but the report of Congressional commit- 
tee proved tiie correctness of my assertions. I 
am aware of the reluctance of the people of the 
country to national interference in State atTalis ; 
though if there be no violation of the law there 

Permit me to express the hope that the odium 
of such interference shall not attach to Presi- 
dent Grant or the Republican party. As (he 
Governor of a State, I made a demand which 
cannot well be refused. Let the odium, 
magnitude, descend upon me. I cannot escape 
the conscientious discharge of my duty towards 
a class of American citizens, whose only crii 
consists in their color. I am powerless to pi 
tect. Adelbert Ames. 

These are all the dispatches received since y 
referred the matter to me. Before that I learned 
from the United States Attorney at Jackson, ii 
reply to my dispatch, that there were grave dis 
turbances, but that there was no resistance to an; 
United States authority. 

After all the delay. Gov. Ames does not answe 
my i^uestbn, which I regret. I made it specific 
quoting from the statute, in order to brmg hi 
call, if possible, within the letter of the law. It 
is not strictly so now ; but in a great emergency I 
do not think it well to be too stiff about words. 
The real substance is what we are to look to, and 
that is my perplexity. I do not think that the 
Constitution and the laws now invoked were in- 
tended for a case where the State authorities were 
supported by a very large majority of the people, 
and where the State Government was not fonnd 
inadequate to the emergency after some effort to 
quell the riot. This seems to me a matter of 
much gravity. The Secretary of State will be 
here to-morrow, Secretaries Bristow and Delano 
are now here, and the Postmaster Genera! will be 
here on Tuesday. I send this by special messen ■ 



:r, and await your further 

Very respectliilly yours, 
(Signed) Edwards Pierrefont, 

Aitomey- General. 

Note. — The call of Gov. Ames, a copy of the 
Article of the Constitution referred to, and of the 
law, is hereto annexed : 

Govtmor Ames to the President. 

Jackson, Miss,, Sept. Sti, 1875, 
President U. S. Grant, IVasMnslon D. C: 

Domestic violence prevails in various parts of 
this State, beyond the power of the State authori- 
ies to suppress. The legislature cannot be con- 
■ened in time to meet the emergency. I there- 
fore, in accordance with Section four. Article 
four, of the Constitution of the United States, 
which provides that the United States shall 
guarantee to every State in this Union a republican 
form of government, and shall protect each of 
them against invasion, and on application of the 
Legislature, or of the Executive when the Legis- 
lature cannot be convened, against domestic vio- 
, make this my application for such aid from 
the Federal Government as may be necessary to 
store peace to the State and protect its citiiens- 
Adklbirt Ames, Goveraor. 

Article IV. Section 4. The Untied States 
shall guarantee to every State in this Union a 
Republican form of government, and shall pro- 
each of them against invasion ; and, on appli- 
on of the Legislature or of the Executive 
(when the Legislature cannot be convened) 
against domestic violence. 

United States Revised Statutes, Section 
5297. In case of an insurrection in any State 
against the government thereof, it shall be lawful 
for the President, on application of the Legis- 
lature of such .State, or of the Executive, when 
the Legislature cannot be convened, to call forth 
such number of the militia of any other Staie ot 
States, which may be applied for, as he deems 
sufiicient to suppress such insurrection; or on 
like application, to employ, for the same purposes, 
such part of the land or naval forces of the United 
States as he deems necessat'y. 



The. 



-General lo Gov. Ames. 
Depaktment of Jus 



Washington, Sefit. i^, 1875. 
To Governor Ames, yaeison, Miss. : 

This hour I have had dispatches from the 
President. I can best convey to you his ideas 
by extracts from his dispatch. 

" The whole public are tired out with these 
annuid autumnal outbreaks in the South, and the 
great majority are ready now to condemn any in- 
terference on the part of the Government. I 
heartily wish that peace and good order may be 
restor&i without issuing the proclamation. But 
if it is not, the proclamation must be issued, and 
if it is, I shall instruct the commander of the 
forces to have no child' s play . 

" If there is a necessity for military interference, 
there is justice in such interference as to deter 
evil doers. •***»** 
I would suggest the sending of a dispatch (or 
; better ty private messenger) to Gov. Ames, urg- 
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ing him to strengfhen his own position by ex- 
hausting his own resources in restoring order, 
before he receives govenlment aid. He might 
accept the assistance offered by the citizens of 
Jackson and elsewhere. ***** 
Gov. Ames and his advisers can be made per- 
fectly secure. 

"As many of (he troops now in Mississippi as he 
deems necessary may be sent to Jackson. If he 
is betrayed ty those who offer assistance, he will 
be in a position to defeat their ends and punish 

You see by this the mind of the President, with 
which I and every member of the Cabinet who 
has been consulted are in full accord. You see 
the difficulties ; you see the responsibilities which 

We cannot understand why you do not 
strengthen yourself in the way the Resident sug- 
gests; nor do we see why you do not cail the 
Legislature together, and obtain from them what- 
ever powers and money and arms you need. The 
Constitution is explicit that the executive of the 
State can call upon the President for aid in sap- 
pressing "domestic violence" only "when the 
legislature cannul be cenvened." And the law 
expressly says : " In case of an insurrection in any 
Slate against the govemmenl thereof, it shall be 
linufil for the President, on application of ike 
Legislature of suck Slate, or of the Executive 
token the Ltgislaturi cannot be convened, to call, 
etc." It is the plain meaning of the constitution 
a d the 1 vs hen take together, that the 
e S m ca I upon the Piesi- 

ary d q " domestic vio- 
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mi hereof, when the 
Le b together. You 

ro gg there is any insur- 

r g- g of the State, or 

th L g t support you in 

any measures you might propose to preserve the 
public order. 

I suggest that you take all lawful means and 
all needed measures to preserve the peace by the 
forces in your own State, and let the country see 
that the citizens of Mississippi, who are largely 
favorable to good order, and who are largely 
Republican, have the courage and the manhood 
itjfght for their rights, and to destroy the bloody 
ruffians who murder the innocent and unoffend- 
ing freedmen. 

Everything is in readiness. Be careful to 
bring yourseFf strictly *ithin the Constitution and 
the laws; and if there is sueh resistance to your 
Stale authorities as you cannot by all the meant 
at your command suppress, the President will 
swiftly aid you in crushing these lawless traitors 
to human rights. 

Telegraph me on receipt of this, and state ex- 
plicitly what you need. 

Yours very respectfully, 

Edwards Vi^s.s.-Esotrr, Attorney-General. 

Cifitens of Mississippi to the Attorney- General. 

Department of Justice, 
Washington, Sept. 15, 1875. 
Attoknev-General ; 

It is our judgment that your letter of the 14th 
inst. to Gov. Ames, with the extracts from the 



President's letter to you, ought to be published in 

Mississippi, and that the publication would have 

immense influence in restoring and preserving 

the public peace. Respectfully, 

Geo. M, Buchanan, Sheriff Marshall Co., Miss, 

B. K. Bruce, D. S. S. 

A. R. Howe, Mx-Mem. Congress. 

James Hill, Sec. of State. 

A. Warner, Chairman Rep. State Ex. Com. 

John B. Raymond, Eiitar Mississippi "Pilot." 

The Attorney-General to Gov. Ames. 
Department of Justice, 
Washington, Sept. 14, 1375. 
To Governor Ames, Jackson, Miss. : 

A special messenger starts with dispatches to 
you to-day, under the President's direction. If 
any new outbreak occur before the messenger 
reaches you, telegraph at once, and orders will 
be sent to the Commanding General. 

Edwards Pierrepont, Attorney- General. 

The Presidenl to the Adjutant- Genera I. 
Long Branch, N. J., Sept. 8, 1875. 
Adjutant-General, U. S. A. : 

You may instruct commanding officer of 
troops in Mississippi, that he may assist the Gov- 
ernor in maintaining order and preserving life in 
case of insurrection too formidable for him to 
suppress. Before telegraphing your order, sub^ 
mil it, with this dispatch, to the Attorney-General, 
to see if it is entirely legal. Inform Governor 
Ames of any instructions you give. 

U. S. Grant. 

W. P. Harris to Senator Alcorn. 

Jackson, Miss., Sept. 14, 1875. 
Hon. J. L. Alcorn, Washington : 

Pease is right. There has not been any resist- 
ance ofiered to any State officer, and none will be 
offered. Ask Pierrepont to take the opinion of 
the Attorney -General of Mississippi. 

W. P. Harris. 

Frank Johnston to Senator Alcorn. 

Jackson, Miss., Sept. 14, 1875. 
Jas. L. Alcorn, U. S. Senator, Washington; 

On the 5th inst. sheriff called for a posse with 
approval of Governor. Citixens responded. A 
mounted posse, headed by deputy sheriff, went to 
Clinton immediately; the latter found everything 
quiet, and so reported to the sheriff on his return 
to Jackson. Frank Jod 



714^ President to Gen. Augur. 
War Department, 
Adjutant-General's Office, 
Washington, Sept. 9, 1875. 
To Brigadier General C. C. Augur, U. S. A., 
Commanding Department South, NejB Orleans, 
La.: 

Should the Governor of Mississippi call apon 
you for assistance in case of insurrection in his 
State too formidable for him lo suppress, the 
President of the United States directs that you 
afford him such aid as may be in your power for 
the purpose of maintaining order and preserving 
life. 



..^^lOOglc 



HAND-BOOK OF POLITICS, 



During the wiiitCT of l875-'6, the Lieuteanant- 
Governor was removed by impeachment ; and 
articles were also presented impeaching Governor 
Ames, when, by an arrangement made by coun- 
sel, they were witlidrawn, and he resigned his 
office. The State Government is now in wholly 
different hands. 

Sonth Carolina. 

Go-u. Moses to the President. 
f From the Hewspapers.] 

Columbia, S. C, Sept. 25, 1874. 
His Excellency U. S. Grant, 

The state of affairs in Edgefield county, in this 
State, has been for the last teii days of such a 
character as to threaten the lives and the destruc- 
tion of the property of law-abiding and peaceful 
i^tizens. I have exhausted my eflbrts with the 
peaceful and legal means at my command to re- 
store the usual situation. Anned b d aa 
seifibled at various points in the unty and 
have demanded the surrender to th f th 
State arms in the hands of the regularly gan 
ked militia of the State. From th a t n a 
reign of terror exists. I issued my p oct mat n 
on the 2ISt instant, commanding th e arm d 
bands to disperse and retire to the h m th n 
three days, and hereafter to refrain from a repe 
dtion of such actions. They ace still under arms. 
I am powerless to enforce my orders, except by 
the use of the inexperienced State militia, the 
employment of which I fear would hasten a con- 
flict, which I desire to avoid. 

Having exhai^sted all means at my command I 
call upon you, under the Constitution of the 
United States, for such assistance as will enable 
me to restore the peace and quiet of the county, 
and to this end I ask that you will send inunedi- 
ate orders to Col. H. M. Black, commanding 
United States forces, to report to me with such of 
his command as it may be found necessary to em- 
ploy. 

Please answer as speedily as possible. 
F. J. Moses, Governor of South Carolina. 

The President to Gov. Mosis. 

Washington, Sefi. 26, 1S74. 

Hon. F. J. Moses, Columbia, South Carolina .- 

Sir : I have to say, by direction of the Presi- 
dent, in answer to your telegram of yesterday to 
him, asking for troops to aid in suppressing dis- 
orders in Edgefield, that a company of United 
States troops is now stationed there, and it is ex- 
pected and believed that it will afford adequat< 
protection to the lives and property of citizens. 
George H. Williams, Attorney- General. 



TenneRsee. 

[From the Newspapers.] 
Nashville, Tenn., Sept. 18. — Gov. Brown of 
Tennessee sent the following message this ^' 
noon to President Grant ; 



Executive Department, 
Nashville, Tenn., Sept. 18, 1874. 
His Excellency U. S. Grant, Brest, of the U. S.; 
There were sixteen negroes committed to the 
jail of Gibson county, in this State, charged with 
a conspiracy to take the lives of the white cili- 
lens of their neighborhood. On the night of the 
25th of August, 1874, a party of disguised men 
violated the jail and took these prisoners forcibly 
from the jailor, and killed four and wounded two, 
''■■■ -emamder escaping and being now at large, 
next day I offered a tewaJd of S500 i'or 
each of these unknown offenders. The State 
Court being then in session, took immediate cog- 
nisance of the outrage, and the labors of the 
regular and special term have resulted in the de- 
n and indictment of 41 of the gnilly parties, 
najority of whom have b^en arrested, and 
the remainder will be if they have not fled the 
country. They are indicted under the second 
and third sections of the act of the General As- 
sembly of Tennessee of 1869 and 1870, passed 

the 30th of January, 1S70, entitled " An act 

preserve the public peace," and which is in 
full force. The secdons are as follows r • 

Section 3. £e it farther enacted, ThiAiinny 
] son or persons, disguised 01 in mask, by day 

by night, shall enter upon the premises of an- 
ther, or demand entrance or admission into the 
a use or enclosure of any citizen of this State, it 
hall be considered prima facie evidence that his 
3r their, intention is to commit a felony, and such 
demand shall be deemed an assault with an in- 
tent to commit a felony ; and the person or per- 
sons so offending shall, upon conviction, be pun- 
ished by imprisonment in the penitentiary for not 
less than 10 years nor more than 20 years. 

Sec. 3. Be it farther enacted. That if any 
person or persons so prowling, traveling, riding 
or walking through the towns or counties of this 
State, masked in disguise, should or may assault 
another with a deadly weapon, he or they shall 
be deemed guilty of an assault with an intent to 
commifmurder in the first degree, and on con- 
viction thereof, shall suffer death by hanging; 
provided the jury trying the case may substitute 
imprisonment in the penitentiary for a period of 
not less than 10 years, nor more than zo years. 

The State authorities have manifested the most 
earnest desire to enforce the law against the 
guilty parties, and have demonstrated by these 
indictments 331A arrests, not only their disposition 
but ability to enforce the law and protect all citi- 
zens, without regard to race, color, or previous 
condition of servitude. These efforls, 1 can as- 
sure you, will in no sense be relaxed until the 
majesty of the law is fully vindicated. NoSwith- 
standing these efforts, with the result stated, the 
United States Marshal and Commissioner for the 
Western Division of Tennessee, with the aid of 
detachments from the Government garrison at 
Hnmboldt, have arrived, and are continuing to 
ntrost citizens, and conveying them under guard 
to Memphis, nearly loo miles distant, to answer 
for the same offense charged against them by the 
State Courts. 

As Governor of Tennessee I do most respect- 
fully but earnestly protest against the exercise of 
jurisdiction by the United States Commissioner 
and Marshal, without reference to the question 
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whether Che offen?e5 are the proper subject of 
cognizance by the United States Courts, but alone 
upon the ground that the peace of society will be 
more cert^nly preserved and the rights of citi- 
zens as well protecied by conceding jurisdiction 
to the Slite Courts; and I therefore respectfnlly 
ask your Excellency to order that no further 
arrests be made by the Marshal, and that the par- 
ties already in his custody be turned over to the 
proper local tribunals for trial and punishment. 
I undertake to assure your Excellency that no 
effort will be spared to enforce the laws and pro- 
tect the citizens by the officers of the State Gov- 
eriaent throughout the borders of this State, and 
believe the local authority is ample to protect the 
people of every race and condition in life, An 
early reply is respectfully solicited. 

John C. Brown, Goveruiir of Tennessee. 

Washington, September 19. — The President 
this afternoon sent the following telegram to 
Governor Brown, of Tennessee : 

Executive Mansiom, Sefit. 18, 1874. 
Hon. John C. Brown, Governor, Nashville, 

Tsnnessee- 

Sir ; Your dispatch of yesterday has been re- 
ceived and referred to the United States District 
Attorney for the Western District of Tennessee 
for a report, as there is now no official infor- 
mation of his proceedings here. When bis re- 
port is received I will give yon a more definite 
answer, or have the Attorney- General do so. I 
will stale, however, (hat it is very gratifying to 
know that the State authorities of Tennessee are 
disposed to suppress and punish a class of lawless 
acts so dangerous fo Kfe and so opposed to every 
political, financial and moral interest of the State. 
But the Constitution makes it my duty to enforce 
the acts of Congress, and Congress has passed 
laws giving the United Slates jurisdiction in such 
cases as are referred to in your dispatch. 

No special order has tieen given to the Federal 
officials in Tennessee farther than the circular of 
September 3 of the Attorney-General, *hich is 
general in its nature and constitutes instructions 
to all Marshals and District Attorneys wherever 
violations of said acts may occur. , I will add 
that the State and General Government, as y 
are Well aware, may have concurrent jnrisdicti 
over the same offence, as, for example, in ca; 
of counterfeiting ; and the action of the State 
authorities in such cases does not prevent the 
General Government from proceeding against the 
offenders, U. S. Grant. 

Leiter of Iks Aitomey-General to Gov. Bro-ain. 
[Official.] 

DErARTMKNT OF JUSTICE, 

Washington, October 10, 1S74. 
Sir : Referring to your dispatch to the Presi- 
dent of the i8th ultimo, asking him to order, ir 
respect to the Gibson County outrage, that nc 
fiu-ther arrests be made by the marshal, and thai 
the parties already In his custody be turned ove: 
to the proper local tribunals for trial, and to the 
President's answer thereto, in which he stated 
that your telegram had been referred to 
United States district attorney for the wt 
district of Tennessee for information, and that 
when such report was received a more defini 



er would be made to your request, I now 
the honor to inclose herewith a copy of that 
report, det^ling the circumstances under which 
dion of the Federal authorities was taken 



No reasonable doubts can exist as to the juris- 
diction of the courts of the United States upon 
the facts as stated by the district attorney, nor can 
there be any doubt that it Is as mnch the duty 
of the President to enforce the so-called enforce- 
acts as any of the acts of Congress. To 
admit that persons charged and arrested for a 
riminal violation of the law of the United States 
lught to be turned over for trial to the tribunals 
of the State in which the crimes are committed, 
upon a demand of the executive thereof, because 
such persons may also be chargeable, upon the 
same stale of facts, with a violation of State law, 
would be, as it seems to me, to surrender a power 
(ial to the existence of the national author- 
ity, and introduce a practice that would tend 
to retard than to promote the administra- 

Touching your statement that the parties may 
be punished under the laws of the State, and 
therefore that criminal proceedings in the United 
States coittt ought to be discontinued, I beg to 
, as a sufficient comment thereon, what Mr. 
Justice Grier says, in deliveiing the opinion of 
the Supreme Court of the United States In the 
case of Moore vs. The People of the State of lUi- 
nois, (14 How., 30,) as follows : 

" Every citizen of the United States is also a 
citizen of a State or Territory. He may be said 
to owe allegiance to two sovereigns, and may be 
liable to punishment for an infraction of the laws 
of either. The same act may be an offense or 
transgression of the laws of both. Thus, an as- 
sault upon the marshal of the United States, and 
hindering him in the execution of legal process, 
is a high offense against the United States, foi 
which the perpetrator is liable to punishment ■ 
and the same act may be also a gross breach of , 
the peace of the State, a riot, assault, or a mur- 
der, and subject the same person to a punishment, 
under tlie State laws, for a misdemeanor or felo- 
ny. That either or both may (if they see fit) pun- 
i^ such an offender cannot be doubted." 

I know of no reason to suppose that the par- 
lies arrested will not be fairly tried in the United 
States court, and, if in t q tt d but, if 

found guilty, I am sur U b|ect to 

their proper punishme t b ca th y re not 
convicted in a State coi rt 

While, if consistent w th h ffi 1 d ty, the 
President would be pi as d t d t your 

wishes, he does not fe I t I b ty f terfere 
with the judicial proe d gs f rr d t and 
they win, therefore, be allowed to proceed in the 
usual way to a final determination in the courts 
of the United States. 

Very respectfully, 

Geo. H, '^i.iAAhiSS, Attorney -General. 
Hon, John C. Brown, Governor, Nashville, 

Tenn. 
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is inserted to complete Ite record found upon 
pages ioS-112; 

Washington, January 12, 1874. 
To Governor Davis, Austin, Texas .■ 

Your dispatdies and letters reciting the action 
of the Supreme Court of Texas in declaring the 
late flection unconstitutional, and asking the use 
of troops to prevent apprehended violence, are 
received. The rail is not made in accordance 
with the Constitution of the United States and 
acts of Congress nnder it, and cannot therefore be 
granted. The act of the Legislature of Texas 
providing for the recent elecdon having received 
your approval, and both politicul parties having 
made nominations, and having conducted a 
political camjiaign under its provisions, would it 
not be prudent, as well as right, to yield to the 
verdict of the people as expressed by their bal- 
lots? U.S. Grant. 



Admission of Colorado. 
Forty-Third Con^esB — Second Session. 

[For previous proceedings on the bill (H. R, 
435) see McPherson's Hand- Book of Politics for 
1874, page 320.] 

In Senate. 

187s, February 24— The bill, having been 
amended, was passed — yeas 43, nays 13, absent 
17: 

Yeas — Messrs. Alcorn, Allison, Anthony, ^ig)/, 
Boutwell, Cameron of Pa., Chandler, Clayton, 
Conkling, Conover, Cr^in, Dorsey, Edr 



cock, Howe, Ingalls, Jones, JCslly, Lewis, Logan, 
Mitchell, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Vermont, 
Morton, Oglesby, Pease, Pratt, Robertson, Sar- 
gent, Sherman, Spencer, Stewart, Tipton, Wash- 
burn, West, Windom, Wright— 43. 

Nays — Messrs. Bayard, Eaton, Goldtkwaite, 
Gordon, Hdgtr, Hamillou of Maryland, Mc- 
Creery, Merrimen, Ransom, Sauhbury, Sprague, 
Stevenson, Slocklon — 13. 

Ik House. 

187s, March 3— The Senate amendments were 
agreed to and the bill passed — yeas 164, nays 76, 
not voting 48, this vote having been taken nnder 
an order of the House to take up business on the 
Speaker's table, a two -thirds, vote being required 
to pass a bill : 

Yeas— Messrs. Albert, Albright, Averill, Bar- 
ber, Banere, Barry, Bassi BegoTe, Berry, Biery, 
Bradley, H. C Burchatd, Burleigh, B. F. Butler, 
R. R. Butler, Cain, Cannon, Carpenter, Cason, 
CaulfiHd, Cessna, A. Clark, jr., Clayton, Clem- 
ents, C. L, Cobb, S. A. Cobb, Cobum, Comingo, 
Conger, Corwin, Cotton, Criltendm, Crooke, 
Crounse, Curtis, Danford, Darrall, Dawes, Dob- 
bins, Donnan, Duell, Dunnell, Eames, Far 
Field, Fort, Foster, J. C. Freeman, Gooch', 
Gunckel, Hagans, Harmer, B. W. Hairis, H. H. 
Harrison, Hathorn, Havens, J. R. Hawley, Hays, 
G. W. Hazelton, J. W. Hazelton, Hendee, 
Hodges, Hoskins, Howe, Hubbell, Hunter, 
Hurlbut, Hyde, Hynes, Kasson, Kellogg, Knapp, 
X.ansing, E. Lawrence, W. Lawrence, B. Lewis, 



Lofland, Lowe, Lowndes, Lynch, Martin, Mc- 
Crary, A. S. MeDiR, J. W. McDill, MacDougall, 
McKee, "McNulta, Merriam, Monroe, Morey, 
Morrison, Myers, Negley, Nesmith, O'Neill, 
Orr, Packard, Packer, Page, I. C. Parker, R. C. 
Parsons, Pelham, Pendleton, W. A. Phillips, J. 
H. Flatt, jr., T. C. Piatt, Poland, Pratt, Rainey, 
Ransier, Rapier, W. H. Ray, Richmond, J. W. 
Robinson, Rusk, Sawyer, H. B. Sayler, Sihtll, 
Sener, Sessions, Shanks, Sheats, Sheldon, Sher- 
wood, L. D. Shoemaker, Sloan, Sless, W. B. 
Small, Smart, A. H. Smith. G. L. Smith, H. B. 
Smith, J. A. Smith, Sprague, Stanard, Stark- 
weather, C. A. Stevens, St. John, Stowell, Strait, 
Taylor, C. V. Thomas, J. M. Thompson, Todd, 
W. Townsend, Tremain, Tyner, Waldron, A. S. 
Wallace, Walls, J, D. Ward, M. L. Ward, E. 
IVilh, Wheeler, A. White, Whileley, G. Willard, 
C. G. Witliams, J. M. S. Williams, W, Williams, 
W. B. Williams, J. Wilson, J. M. Wilson, Wood- 
worth — -164. 

Nays— Messis, G. M.Adams,Archir, Arthur, 
Ashe, Atkins, Banning, Barnum, Beck, H. P. 
Bell, Bland, Blemxt, Bovien, Bright, Bromhcrg, 
J. y. Brown, Buctner, J. B. aark,jr., Clymer, 
Cook, Cox, Crossland, Durham, Eldredge, JHnck, 
Giddings, Glover, Gunler, £. Hapiilfon, Han- 
cock, H. R. Harris, J. T. Harris, Hatcher, 
Hereford, Htmdon, E. R. Hoar, Holman, Hun- 
Ion, Lamar, Lawson, Leach, Luttrell, Magee, 
MarshaU, McLean, Milliken, Mills, Neal, O'Bri- 
en. H. W. Parker, C. N. Potter, Randall, Read, 
W. M. Robbins, E. H. Roberts, W. R. Roberts, 
M. Sayler, Scofield, Sheridan, J. Q. Smith, 
Snyder, Southard, Speer, Standiford, Stone, 
Storm, Sioann, R. B. Vance, Waddell, Wkite- 
head, WhUehouse, Whitthomi, C. W, Willard, 
Willie, E. JC. mison, F. Wood, P. M. B. Young 



Admission of Nen DIesico. 
Forty-Tliird Congress— Second Session. 

[For previous proceedings on the biil (H. R. 
2418) see McPherson's Hand-Book of Politics 
for 1874, page 220.] 

In Senate. 
1875. February 24 — The bill having been 
amended was passed— yeas 31, nays 11, absent 
31; 

Yeas — Messis. Alcom, Allison, Anthony, 
Bogy, Boutwell, Cameron of Pa., Cragin, Dennis, 
Dorsey, Ferry of Michigan, Flanagan, Gilbert, 
Gordon, Hamlin, Harvey, Hitchcock, lugails, 
JiTelly, Lewis, Logan, Mitchell, Oglesby, Patter- 
son, Ramsey, Sargent, Spencer, Stewart, Tipton, 
West, Windom, Wririit— 31. 

Nays — Messrs. Edmunds, Frelinghnysen, 
Hamilton of Maryland, McCrsery, Merrinion, 
Morton, Pease, Pratt, Saulsbury, Steven&on, 
Stockton— U. 

In House. 



order above alluded to) : 
Yeas — Messrs. Alherl, Albright, Averill, Bar- 
ber, Barrere, Barry, Bass, Begole, Biery, Bradley, 
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Baekner, Bundy, H. C. Buichard, Burleigh, E. 
F. Butler, R. R. Butler, Cain, Cannon, Carpenter, 
Cflson, Caidfield, Cessna, A. Clark, jr., Clayton, 
Clements, C. L. Cobb, S. A. Cobb, Coburn, 
'Conger, Corwin, Cotton, Creamer, Crounse, Cur- 
tis, Danford, Dawes, Dobbins, Donnan, Dueli, 
Dunnell, Eames, Farwell, Field, Fort, Foster, 
J. C. Freeman, Gooch, Gunckel, Hagans, Harmer, 
B. W. Harris, H. H. Harrison, Hathorn, Havens, 
Hays, G. W. Haaelton, J. W. Hazellon, Hendee, 
Hodges, Hosklns, Howe, Hubbell, Hnnter, 
Hurlbut, Hyde, Hynes, Kasson, Kellogg, Knapp, 
Lamison, Lansing, E. Lawreme, B. Lewis, Lj>- 
fland, Loughridge, Lowe, Lowndes, Lynch, Mar- 
tin, Maynard, McCrary, A. S. McDlll, J. W. Mo- 
Dill, MacDougall, McKee,' McNuIta, Monroe, 
Morey, Myers, Hegley, O'Neill, Orr, Packard, 
Packer Page, I. C. Parker, R. C Parsons, Pelham, 
Pendleton, W. A. Phillips, Pike, J. H. Piatt, jr., 
Rainey, Ransier, Rapier, W. H. Ray, Richmond, 
J. W. Robinson, Rusk, Sawyer, H. B. Sayier, I. W. 
Scudder, Seiisions, Shanks, Sheats, Sheldon, Sher- 
wood, L. D. Shoemaker, Sloan, .S/ou, W. B, Small, 
Smart, A. H. Smith, G. L. Smith, H. B. Smith, 
J. A. Smith, Stanard, Starkweather, C. A. Stevens, 
St, John, Stowell, Strait, Taykir, C. Y. Thomas, 



J. M. Thompson, Todd, W. Tpwnsend, Tromain, 
Tyner, Waddsll, A. S. WaUace, Walls, J. D. 
Ward, M. L. Ward, A. White, Whiteley, Wilbeii 
G. Wiliard, C, G. Williams, J. M, S. Williams, 
W. Williams, W. B. WiUiams, J, Wilson, J. M. 
Wilson — 154. 

Nays — Messrs. G. M. Adams, Archer, Ar- 
thur, Atkim, Bamum, Beei, H. P. Bell, Bland. 
Bloutit, Bovien, BrigAi, Brombirg, J. Y. Brown, 



redge, Giddings, Glover, Gunler, Jt. Hamilton 
Hansoek. U. X. Harris, J. T. Harris, HatcMer 
J. R. Hawley, Hereford, Himdou, E. R, Hoar, 
Holman, JJiinton, Lamar, Lawson, Lultrelt, 
Magee, Marshall, McLean, Mertlam, MilHkett, 
Mills, Mitchell, Neal, Nihlatk, a Brim, Perry, 
W. W. Phelps, Kerce, C. N. Potter, Randall, 
Read, W. M. Robbins, E. H. Roberts, W. R. 
Roberts, M. Sayier, Schell, Scotield, H. J. Scud- 
del, Sener, Sheridan, J. Q. Smith, Snyder, 
Southard, Speer, Sprague, Standiford, Stone, 
Storm, Swaan,R.B. ToB^, Waldron,£. Welh, 

Whitehead, fVAitehouse, fVhilthorne, C, W. Wil- 
iard, Willie, E. K, Wilson, F. Wood, P. M. B. 

Young— ?i-j. 



PKOPOSKD AMENDMENTS TO THE COSSTITUTION OF THE 

UNITED STATES, SECOND SESSION OF 

FOETY-THIllD CONGRESS. 



In Senate. 

1874, December 15 — Mr. WRIGHT proposed a 

The President and Vice-President of the Uni- 
ted States shall be elected by direct vote of the 
people, and by ballot. They shall hold their 
office for the term of six years ; and the President 
shall be ineligible to a re-election. 

Every male citizen of the United States, of Ihe 
age of twenty-one years and upward, residing 
in each State, District, and Territory thereof, who 
shall not have been convicted of felony, shall, 
after registration, be a competent voter at all elec- 
tions for President and Vice-President of the 
United States. 

The elecdon for President and Vice- 
Preiident shall be held at the same time in each 
Stnte, District, and Territory of the United 
Sates ; and it shall require a majority of all the 
votes cast to elect to either office. If no person 
ihall receive such majority, another election shall 
be held, at which the two persons who shall have 
received the highest vote for either office at the 
previous election shall alone be voted for, and 
all votes cast for any other peison shall be null 



The returns of all elections for President 
and Vice-President shall be sealed up and 
transmitted to the Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court of the United States. That court shall 
open and canvass sdd returns; they shidl hear 
and determine all quesdons arising thereon; they 
shall ascertain and declare the result of the elec- 
tion; and grant a certificate accordingly to the 
persons elected. 

The Congress shall have power lo pass 
all laws necessary and proper to carry into effect 
the provisions of this article. 

Jn House, 

December 8— Mr. Ellis H. Roberts proposed 

Congress shall not make anything but gold and 

silver coin a tender in payment of individual debts. 

Congress shall pass no law impairing the obll- 

December 14 — Mr. Storm proposed a new 

The e:tecutive power shall be vested in a Pres- 
ident of the United States of America. He shall 
hold his office during the term of six yeari. No 
person elected to the office of President shall 
thereafter be eligible for re-election. 

1875, January 25 — Mr. Maginnis proposed a 
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Ea h duly o gan ed Tenitoiy of the United 
State shall be ent tied to one Representative in 
Congrcs aialot hoe one elector to cast 
one ote n he eie t on of President and Vice- 
Pres dent of the Un ted States. These Repre- 
sentatives and electors shall have the same quali- 
fications and be entitled to the same rights and 
privileges as the Representatives and electors 
from the several States, 

On the Presidential Term. 

In House. 

1875, January 26 — Mr. Potter, from, the 
Committee on the Judiciary, reported the follow- 
ing joint resolution ; 

From and after the next election for a Presi- 
dent of the United States the President shall 
■hold his office during the terra of six years, and, 
together with the Vice-President chosen for the 
same term, be elected in the manner as now pro- 
vided or may hereafter be provided : but neither 
(he President nor the Vice-Pcesident, when the 
office of President has devolved upon him, shall 
be eli^ble for re-election as President. 

Mr. JASPEK D. Ward moved to lay the reso- 
lution on the table, which was disagreed to — yeas 
98, nays 139, not voting 51, as fqilow ; 

Yeas — Messrs. Averill, Barber, Barrere, Bar- 
ry, Biery, Bradley, H. C. Burchard, Burleigh, 
Burrows, B. F. Butler, R, R. Butler, Cain, Car- 
penter, Cason, A. Clark, jr., F. Clarice, Clements, 
C. L. Cobb. S. A. Cobb, Cobum, Cotton, Crutch- 
field, Dobbins, Donnan, Eames, Farwell, Fort, 
Hagans, R. S, Hale, Harmer, B. W. Harris, J. 
B. Hawley, G. W, Hazelton, E. R. Hoar, 
Hodges, Hooper, Houghton, Howe, Hnbbell, 
Hurlbut, Hyde, Kelley, Lofland, Lowe, Lynch, 
Martin, Maynard, J. W. McDill, Moore, Myers, 
Negley, Nunn, O'Neill, Orr, Orth, Packard, 
Page, I. C, Parker, Pelhom, Pendleton, T. C. 
Piatt, Pratt, Rainey, Ransier, Rapier, W, H. 
Ray, Richmond, Scotleld, H. J. Scudder, I. W. 
Scudder, Sessions, Shanks, Sheats, Sheldon, 
Sherwood, L. D, Shoemaker, Sloan, W. B. Small, 
Smart, Sprague, Starltweatber, St. John, Strait, 
Taylor, C. R. Thomas, C, V. Thomas, J.. M, 
Thompson, Todd, W. Townsend, Tyner, Wal- 
dron, A. S. Wallace, J. D. Ward, M. L. Ward, 
Wilber, C. G. Williams, W. Williams, J. Wilson 
-98. 

Navs— Messrs. G. M. Adams, Albert, Al- 
bright, Archer, Arthur, Ashe, Atkim, Banning, 
Bass, Beck, Begole, Bill, Berry, Bland, Blount, 
Smeen, Bright^ Brombirg, J. Y- Brown, Buck- 
ner, Buffinton, Bundy, y. H. Caldwell, Cannon, 
Cessna, Chittenden, j. B. Clark, Jr., Clayton, 
Ctymer, Comingo, Conger, Cook, Cox, Creamer, 
Crittenden, Crossland, Crounse, yohn J. Dams, 
Dawes, Dunnell, Durham, Eldredge, Field, 
Finck, Foster, Garfield, Giddings, Glmier, 
Gooch, Gunckel, Canter, R. Hamilton, Han- 
cock, H. R. Harris, J. T. Harris, H. H. Har- 
rison, Hatcher, Hathorn, Havens, T. R. Hawiay, 
Hereford, HerndoH, Holman, Hosltms, Hunter, 
Hmtton, Kasson, Kellogg, KiUinger, Knatp, 
Lamar, W. Lawrence, Lawson, Leach, Lowndes, 
Luttrell, Magee, McCraty, McLean, Merriam, 
MUliken, Mills, Monroe, Morey, Morrison, 
Neal, Nesmith, Niblack, Niles, O'Brien, H. W. 



Parker, Perry, W. A. Phillips, Pierce, Poland, 
C. N. Potter, Randall, Read, IV. M. Robbim, E. 
H. Roberts, J. W. Robmson, S. Ross, M. Sayler, 
ScAsU, y. G. Sehumaker, Slosi, A. H. Smi:h,H. 
B. Smith, J. A. Smith, J. Q, Smith, Snyder, 
Southard, Speer, Stanard, Standiford, Stone, 
Storm, Strawbridge, Swann., Sypher, Thorn- 
burgh, Tremain, R. B. Vance, Waddell, £. mils, 

A, White, Whitehead, Whiteley, Whttthome, C. 
W. Willard, G. Willard, J. M. S. WiDiams, W. 

B. Williams, WiUie, J. M. Wilson, Wolfe, F. 
Wood, y. D. Ymaig, P. M. B. Keas^.— 139. 

Not Voting— Messrs. Barn-urn, Corwin, 
Crooke, Curtis, Danford, Darrall, DeWitt, 
Duell, Eden, J. C. Freeman, Frye, E. Hale, 
Hays, J. W. Haielton, Hendee, Hersey, G. F. 
Hoat, Hynes, KettdaU, Lamison,\jiia-^an, Lan- 
sing, B. Lewis, Lougliridge, Marshall, A. S. 
McDill, MacDougall, McKee, McNulta, Mitch- 
ell. Packer, R. C. Parsons, W. W. Phelps, Pike, 
J.H.Piatt jr., Purman, W. R. Roberts, J. C. 
Robinson, Rusk, Sawyer, H. B. Sayler, Sener, 
G. L. Smith, W. A. Smith, A. H. Stephens, 
Stowell, Walls, Wheeler, Whitekouse, E. K. 
Wilson, Woodworth — 51. 

Mr. J. D. Ward moved to recommit the reso- 
lution to the Committee on the Judiciary ; which 
was disagreed to— yeas 109, nays 123, not vot- 
ing 56, as follow; 

Yeas — Messrs. Averill, Barber, Barrere, Bass, 
Begole, Biery, Bradley, H. C. Burchard, Bur- 
leigh. Burrows, B. F. Butler, R. R. Butler, Car- 
penter, Cason. A. Clark, jr., F. Clarke, Clayton, 
Clements, C. L. Cobb, S. A. Cobb, Cobum, Con- 
ger, Cotton, Crutehfield, Donnan, Dunnell, 
Eames, Farwell, Fort, Gooch, Hagans, R. S. 
Hale, Harmer, B. W. Harris, Hathorn, Havens, 
J. B. Hawley, G. W. Hazelton, ^. R. Hoar, 
Hodges, Hooper, Hoskins, Houghton, Howe, 
Hurlbut, Hyde, Kelley, B. Lewis, Lofiand, Lough- 
ridge, Lowe, Lynch, Martin, Maynard, McCrary, 
J. W, McDill, McNulta, Moore, Myers, Negley, 
Nimn, O'Neill, Orr, Orth, Packard, Pendleton, 
T. C. Piatt, Poland, Pratt, Rdney, Ransier, Ra- 
pier, W. H. Ray, Richmond, S. Ross, Rusk, 
Seofield, H. J. Scudder, I. W. Scudder, Sener, 
Sessions. Shanks, Sheats, Sherwood, Sloan, 
W. B, Small, Smart, A. H. Smith, St. John, 
Strait, Taylor, C. R. Thomas, C. Y. Thomas, J. 
M. Thompson, Thornbuigb, Todd, W. Town- 
send, Tyner, Waldron, A. S. Wallace, J. D. 
Ward, M, L. Ward, Whiteley, WJlber, C. G. 
Williams, J. M. S. WilUams, W. Williams, W. 
" Williams, J, Wilson — 109. 

Nays — Messrs. G. M. Adams, Albert, Al- 
bright, Archer, Arthur, Ashe, Atkins, Ban- 
ning, Beck, H. P. Bell, Berry, Bland, Blount, 
B(ywen, Bright, Brombsrg, y. Y. Brcnvn, Buck- 
mr, Buffinton, J. H. Caldwell, Cannon, Cessna, 
Chittenden, y. B. Clark, jr., Clymer, Comingo, 
Cook, Cox, Creamer, Crittenden, Crossland, 
Crounse, yohn y. Davis, Dawes, Durham, 
Eldredge, Field, Finck, Foster, J. C. Freeman, 
Glover, Gunckel, G«nter, P. Hamilton, Han- 
cock. H. P. Harris, y. T. Harris, H. H. 
Harrison, Hatcher, J. R. Hawley, Hereford, 
Hei-ndon, Holman, Hunter, Hunton, Kasson, 
Kellogg, Killinger, Knapp, Lamison, W. Law- 
rence, Lawson, Leach, Lowndes, Luttrell, 
Magee, McKee, McLean, Merriam, Milliien, 
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M01, Monroe, Morrison, Nial, Nesmitk, Mi- ' 
Jack, Niles, CfBrUn, H. W. Parker, Firry, 
W. W. Phelps, W. A. Phillips, Pierce, C. N. 
Potter, Randal!, Read, W. M. Robbins, E. H. 
Roberts, J. W. Robinson, Sawyer, M. Sayler, 
SeheU, y. G. Schumaker, L. D. Shoemalter, 
5/flii,H.,B, Smith,!. A. Smith, J. Q. Smith, 
Southard, Speer, Sprague, Stanard, Standiford, 
A. H. Stephens, Stone, Storm, Strawbridge, 
Swann, Tremain, R. B. Vance, Waddell, E. 

mils, A. White, iVhitekead, IVkitthome, C. W. 
Willard, G. Wiliard, Willie, J. M. Wilson, 

Wolfe F. Wood, y. D. Young, P. M. B. 

The question being taken on the passage of 
;he resolution, it was disagreed to— yeas 134, 
nays 104, (not voting 50), Iwo-lhirds not having 
voted in the affirmative as follow : 

Yeas— Messrs. Albert, Albright, Archer, 
Arthur, Ashe, Atkins, Banniitg, Beck, Begole, 
ff. P. Bell, Bland,Blou3ii, Beewen, Bright, Broni- 
berg, y. y. Brown, Buckner, Buffinton, Bundy, 
y. H. Caldwell, Cannon, Cessna, Chittenden, y. B. 
Clark, jr., Clayton, Cly/ner, Comittgo, Cook, Cox, 
Creamer, Crittenden, Crossland, Crounse, Dairall, 
yohn y. Davis, Dawes, Dunnei!, J)iirham, 
Eldndge, Field, Finct, Foster, Garfield, Gid~ 
dings. Closer, Gooch, Gunckel, Canter, R. 
Hamilton, Hancock, H. R. Harris, y. T. Harris, 
H. H. Harrison, Hatcher, Havens, J. R. Hawley, 



KiUinger, Knapp, Lamison, W. Lawrence, 
Lawson, Leach, Lowndes, LuttriU, Magee, 
McCrary, Meiriara, Millihtn, Mills, Monroe, 
Morrison, Neal, Nesinitk, Niblack, Niles, 
O'Brien, H. W. Parker, Perry, W. W. 
Phelps, W. A. Phillips, Pierce, Poland, C. N. 
Potter, Randall, Read, W. M. Robiins, E. H. 
Roberts, J W. Robinson, S. Ross, Sawyer, M. 
SayUr, Schell, ?. G. Sckumaker, H. J. Scadder, 
Sloss, A. H. Smith, H, B. Smith, J. A. Smith, J. 
Q, Smith, Southard, Sfeer, Stanard, Standiford, 
A.H.Stephens, Stone, Storm, Strait, Strawbridge, 
Thornburgh, Tremain, R. B. Vance, Waddell, 
E. Welts, Whitehead, Whitthorne, C. W. Wil- 
lard, G. Willard, J. M. S. Wiiliams, W. B. 
Williams, Willie, J. M. Wilson, Wolfe, F. 
Wood, y. D. Young, P. M. B. Kna*^— 134. 

Nays— Messrs. Averill, Barber, Barry, Biery, 
Bradley, H. C. Bnrchard, Btirleigh, Burrows, 
B. F. Butler, R. R, Butler, Cain, Carpenter, 
Cason, A, Clark, jr., F. Clarke, Qements, C. L. 
Cobb, S. A. Cobb, Cobum, Conger, Cotton, 
Cratchfield, Dobbins, - Donnan, Eames, Farwell, 
Fort, HE^ans, E. Hale, R, S. Hale, Harmer, 
B. W. Harris, Hathom, J. E. Hawley, G, W. 
Hlzelton, E. R. Hoar, Hodges, Houghton, 
Howe, Hubbell, Hurlbnt, Hyde, Kelley, B. 
Lewis, Lofland, Loughrldge, Lowe. Lynch, Mar- 
tin, Maynard, J, W. McDill, McKee, McNulta. 
Moore, Myers, Negley, Nunn, O'Neill, Oth, 
Packard, Page, I, C. Parker, Pelham, Pendleton. 
J. H. Piatt, jr., T. C. Piatt, Pralt, Itainey, Ransier, 
Rapier, W. H. Ray, Richmond, Rusk, Scofleld, 
I. W. Scudder, Sener, Sessions, Shanks, Sheats, 
Sherwood, L. D. Shoemaker, Sloan, W. B. Small, 
Smart, Snyder, Sprague, Starkweather, St. John, 
Taylor, C. R. Thomas, C. Y. Thomas, J. M. 
■^ son, Todd, W. Townsend, Tyner, Wald- 



ron, A. S. Wallace, J. D. Ward, M. L. Ward, 
Whiteley, Wilber, C. G. Williams. W. Williams. 
J. Wilson — 104. 

In House, 
1875, January 26 — Mr. Harkison, from the 
Committee on Elections, reported the following 
joint resolution ; 

Section i. The President and Vice-Presider.t 
shall be elected by the direct vote of the people 
in the manner following: Each State shall b« 
divided into districts equal in number to the num- 
ber of Representatives to which the State may be 
entitled in the Congress, to he composed of con- 
tiguous territory, and to be as nearly equal in 
' ■ ion as may be ; and the person having the 
number of votes in each district for ftesi- 
dent shall receive the vote of that distiict, which 
shall count one presidential vote ; but no voter in 
any Stale shall vote for candidates for President 
and Vice-President who are both citizens in the 
me State with himself. 

Sec. 2. The person having the highest number 
votes for President in a State shall receive two 
pi^sidential votes from the State at large. 

Sea 3. The person having the highest number 
of presidendal votes in the United States shall be 
President. 

Sec. 4. If two persons have the same number 
of votes in any Slate, it being the highest number, 
they shall receive each one presidendal vote from 
the State at lai^e ; and if more than two persons 
shall each have the same number of votes in any 
State, it being the highest number, no presidential 
■ shall be counted from the State at large. If 
-. persons than one shall have the same num- 
ber of votes, it being the highest number in any 
district, no presidential vole shall be cotmted 
from that district. 

Sec. 5. The foregoing provisions shall apply to 
the election of Vice-President. 

Sec. 5. The Congress shall have power to 
provide for holding and conducting the 
elections of President and Vice-President. The 
returns of such elections shall be made to Ihe 
Supreme Court of the United States within thirty 
days after the election. Said court shall, under 
such rules as may be prescribed by law, or by the 
court in the absence of law, determine any con- 
test in respect of such returns, canvass the same, 
and declare, within ninety days after such elec- 
tion, by public proclamation, who is elected 
President and who is elected Vice-President. 

Sec. 7. The States shall be divided into dis- 
tricts by the Legislatures thereof, but the Con. 
gress may at any time by law make or alter the 

Sec. 8. No person who has been a Justice ot 
the Supreme Court shall be eligible to the office 
of President or Vice-President. 

Mr. H. BoARDMAH Smith reported the follow- 
ing as a substitute ; 

SEcmoN 1. The President and Vice-President 
shall be elected by the direct vote of the people 
in the manner following, but no voter m any 
State shall vote for candidates for President and 
Vice-IVesident who are both citizens in the same 
State with himself. 

Se& 2. In counting the votes the a^regate 
popular vote in each Slate for President and 
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Vice-President shall te respectively divided by 
the number of Repvesentaiives apportioned to 
such State in the House of Representatives, and 
(wice the result or quotient shall be added to the 
candidate having the highest numhet of the popu- 
lar vote in such Slate for President, as and for 
the State vole for such candidate. The person 
having the highest number of votes in all the 
States, including the popular vole and the State 
vote, shall be President, and the person having 
the highest number of votes in all the States, in- 
cluding the popular vote and the State vole, for 
Vice-President, shall he Vice-President. 

St:C. 3. The Congress shall have power to 
provide for holding and conducting the electious 
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of President and Vice-President. TTie returns of 
such elections shall be made to the Supreme, 
Court of the United States within thirty days 
after the election. Said Court shall, under suci 
rules as may be prescribed by, law, or by the 
court in the absence of law, determine any con- 
test in respect to such returns, canvas the same, 
and declare, within ninety days after such elec- 
tion, by public proclamation, who is elected 
President and who is elected Vice-President. 

Sec. 4. No person who has been a Justice Of 
the Supreme Court shall be eligible to the office 
of President or Vice-President. 

No vote was taken upon either. 



VI. 

PRESIDEHT GRANT'S SIXTH AHD SEVENTH ANNUAL 
MESSAGES. 



President Grant's Sixth Annual Messa^, 
Dee. 7, 1874. 

[For his fir-iit Inaugural, and his first Annual, 
see Mcpherson's History of ReconsSruction, 
pages 416, 533-540; for his second and third 
Annual, see McPherson's Hand-Book of Politics 



son's Hand-Book of Politics for 1S74, pages 112- 

To the Senate and House of Represmtatives ; 

Since the convening of Congress one year ago, 
the nation has undergone a prostration in tei- 
ness and industries such as has not been witnessed 
with us for many years. Speculation as to the 
causes for this prostration might be indulged in 
without profit, because as many theories would 
be advanced as there would be independent writ- 
ers — those who expressed their own views with- 
out borrowing — -upon the subject. Without in- 
dulging in theories as to the cause of this prostra- 
tion, therefore, I will call your attention only to 
the fact, and to some plain questions as to which 
it would seem there should be no disagreement. 
During this prostration two essential elements of 
prosperity have been most abundant : labor and 
capital. Both have been largely unemployed. 
Where security has been undoubted, capita] has 
been attainable at very moderate rates. Where 
labor has been wanted, it has been found in abun- 
dance at cheap rates, compared with what — of 
necessaries and comforts of life — could be pur- 
chased with the wages demanded. Two great 
elements of prosperity, therefore, have not been 
denied us. A third might be added : our soil 
and climate are unequalS, within the limits of 
any contiguous territory under one nationality, 
for its variety of products to feed and clothe a 
people, and in the amount of surplus to Spare io 
feed less favored peoples. Therefore, with these 
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legislation, ignoring the past, direcdng in proper 
channels these great elements of prosperity to any 
people. Debt — debt abroad — is the only ele- 
ment that can, with always a sound currency, en- 
ter into our affairs to cause any continued depres- 
sion in the industries and prosperity of our peo- 
ple. A great conflict for national existence made 
necassary, for temporary purposes, the raising of 
lai^e sums of money ftom whatever source at- 
tainable. It made it necessary, in the wisdom 
of Congress — and I do not doubt their wisdom 
in the premises, regarding the necessity of the 
times — to devise a system of national currency 
which it proved to be impossible to keep on a 
par with the recognized currency of the civilized 
world. This begot a spirit of speculation involv- 
ing an extravagance and luxury not required for 
the happiness or prosperity of a people, and in- 
volving, both directly and indirectly, foreign in- 
debtedness. The currency being of fluctuating 
value, and therefore unsafe to hold for legitimate 
transactions requiring money, became a subject 
of speculation in itself. These two causes, how- 
ever, have involved us in a foreign indebtedness, 
contracted in good faith by borrower and lender, 
which should be paid in coin, and according to 
the bond agreed upon when the debt was con- 
tracted — gold or its equivalent. The good faith 
of the tovemment cannot be violated toward 
creditors without national di^race. 

But our commerce should be encouraged; 
American ship-building and carrying capacity in- 
creased ; foreign markets sought for product! of 
the soil and manufactories, to the end that we 
may be able to pay these debts. Where a new 
maiket can be created for the sale of oiu' pro- 
ducts, either of the soil, the mine, or the manii- 
factoiT, a new means is discovered of utiliiing 
our idle capital and labor to the advantage of the 
whole people. But In my judgment the first step 
toward accomplishing this object is to secure a 
currency of fixed, stable value; a currency good 
wherever civilisation reigns ; ( ' ' ' ' 
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comes supetiibundant ivitli one people, will find 
a market with some other; a currency which has 
as its basis Xbe labor necessaiy to produce it, 
which will give to it its value. Gold and silver 
are now the recogniied medium of exchange the 
civiliied world overj and to this we should re- 
turn with the least practicable delay. In view 
of the pledges of the American Congress when 
our present ];gal-tender system was adopted, 
and uie debt contracted, there should be no de- 
lay — certainly no unnecessary delay — in fixing by 
legislation a method by which we will return to 
specie. To the accomplishment of this end I in- 
vite your special attention. I believe firmly that 
there can be no prosperous and permanent revival 
of business and industries until a policy is 
adopted, with legislation to carry it out, looking to 
a retatn to a specie basis. It is easy (o conceive 
thai the debtor and speculative classes may (hink 
it of valne to them to make so-called money 
abundant until they can throw a portion of their 
burdens upon others. But even these, I believe, 
would be disappointed in the result if a coutse 
should be pursued which will keep in doubt the 
value of the legal-tender medium of exchange, 
A revival of productive industry is needed by all 
classes — by none more than the holders of 
property, of whatever sort, with debts to liquidate 
from realization upon its sale. But admitting 
that these two classes of citizens are to be bene- 
fited by expansion, would it be honest to give it ? 
Would not the general loss be too great lo justily 
such relief? Would it not be just as honest and 
prudent to authorize each debtor to issue his own 
legal-tenders to the extent of Ms liabilities ? Than 
to do this would it not be safer, for fear of over- 
issues by unscrupulous creditors, to say ihat all debt- 
obligations are obliterated in the United States, 
and now we commence anew, each possessing all 
he has at the lime free from incumbrance ? These 
piopositions are too absurd to be entertained for a 
moment by thinking or honest people. Yet every 
delay tn preparation for final resumption partakes 
of this dishonesty, and is only less in degree as the 
hope is held out that a convenient season will at 
last arrive for the good work of redeeming our 
pledges to commence. It will never come, in 
my opinion, except by positive action by Con- 
gress, or by national disasters which will destroy, 
for a time at least, the credit of the individual 
and the State ai lai^e. A sound currency might 
be reached by total bankrnptcy and dis«edit of 
the integrity of the nation and of individuals. I 
believe it is in the power of Congress, at this 
session, to devise such legislation as will renew 
confidence, revive all the industries, start us on a 
career jf prosperity to last for many years, and to 
save tie credit of the nation and of the people. 
Steps toward the return to a specie basis are the 
{jreat requisites to this devoutly to be sought for 
imd. There ar.e others which I may touch upon 
hereafter. 

A nation dealing in a currency below that of 
specie in value labors under two great disadvant- 
ages. First, having no use for the world's 
acltnowledged medium of exchange, gold and 
silver, these are driven out of the country, be- 
cauie there is no need for their use ; second, the 
mediiun of exchange in use being of a fluctuating 
value— for al^er all it is only worth just what it 



will purchase of gold and silver, metals having 
an intrinsic value just in proportion to the honest 
labor it takes lo produce them — a larger margin 
must be allowed for profit by the manufacturer 
and producer. It is months from the date of 
production to the date of realization. Interest 
upon capital must be chained, and risk of fluctu- 
ation in the value of that which is to be received 
in payment added. Hence high prices, acting as 
a protection to the foreign producer, who receives 
nothing in exchange for the products of his skill 
and lahor except a currency good at a stable 
value the world over. 

It seems to me that nothing is clearer than that 
the greater part of the burden of exisdng prostra- 
tion, for the want of a sound financial system, 
falls upon the working man, who must, after all, 
produce the wealth, and the salaried man who 
superintends and conducts biiMness, The bur- 
den falls npon them in two ways : by the depriv- 
ation of employment, and by the decreased pur- 
chasing power of their salaries. It is the duly of 
Congress to devise the method of correcting the 
evils which are acknowledged to exist, and not 

things which seem to me as absolutely necessary 
to a return to specie payments, the first great re- 
quisite in a return to prosperity. The legal-len- 
der clause to the law authorizing the issue of cur- 
rency by the National Government should be 
repealed, to take effect as to all contracts entered 
into afler a day fixed in the repealing act ; not 
to apply, however, to payments of salaries by 
Government or for other expenditures now pro- 
vided by law to be paid in currency in the inter- 
val pending between repeal and final resumption. 
Provision should be made by which the Secretary 
of the Treasury can obtain gold as it may become 
necessary from time to time from the date when 
specie redemption commences. To this might 
and should be added a revenue sufiiciently in ex- 
cess of expenses to insure an accumulation of 
gold in the Treasury to sustam peimaiient te 

I commend this subject to your careful consid 
eration, believing that a favorable solution :b -it 
tainable, and, if reached by this Congress, that 
the present and future generations will ever 
gratefully remember it as their dehveier from a 
thraldom of evil and disgrace 

With resumption, free bankmg may be author 
ized with safety, giving the same full protection 
to tJU-holders which they have under existing 
laws. Indeed, I would regard free bmkmg as 
essential. It would give proper elasticitv lo the 
currency. As more currency should be required 
for the transaction of legitimate business new 
banks would be started, and m turn banks h ould 
wind up their business when tt his found that 
there was a snperabundance of currency rhe 
experience and judgment of the people can best 
decide just how much currency is required for 
the transacdon of the business of the country It 
is imside to leave the settlement of this question 
to Congress, the Secretary of the Treasurj, or the 
Executive. Congress should make the regila 
tion under which banks may exist, but should 
not make banking a monopoly by limilmg the 
amount of redeemable paper currency that shall 
be authorized. Such importance do I attach to 
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this subjecf, and so earnestly do I commend it to 
yoar attention, that I give it prominence by in- 
troducing it at the beginning of this message. 

* * In connection with this subject I call the 
attention of Congress to a generally conceded fact 
that the great proportion of the Chinese immigrants 
who come to our shores do not come voluntarily, 
to make their homes with as and their labor pro- 
ductive of general prosperity, but come under 
contracts with head-men, who own tbem almost 
absolutely. In a worse form does this apply to 
Chinese women. Hardly a perceptible percent- 
age of them perform any honorable labor, but 
they are brought for shameful purposes, to the 
disgrace of the communities where settled and to 
the great demoralization of the youth of those 
localities. If this evil practice can be legislated 
against, it will be my pleasure as well as duty to 
enforce any regulations to secure so desirable an 

*' » The deplorable strife in Cuba continues 
without any marked change in the relative advan- 
tages of the contending forces. The insurrection 
continues, but Spain has gained no superiority. 
Six years of strife give to the insurrection a signifi- 
cance which cannot be denied. Its duration and 
the tenacity of its adherence, together with the 
absence of manifested power of suppression on 
the part of Spain, cannot be controverted, and 
may make some positive steps on the part of 
other powers a matter of self-necessity. I had 
confidently hoped at this time to be able to an- 
nounce the arrangement of some of the important 
questions between this Government and that of 
Spain, but the negotiations have been protracted. 
The nnhappy intestine dissensions of Spain com- 
mand our profound sympathy, and must be 
accepted as perhaps a cause of some delay. An 
early settlement, in part at least, of the questions 
between the governments is hoped. In the mean- 
time, awaiting the results of immediately-pending 
negotiations, I defer a further and fuller commu- 
nication on the subject of the relations of this 
country and Spain. 

The report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
which by law is made directly to Congress and 
lorms no part of this message, will show the 
receipts and expenditures of the Government for 
the last fiscal year, the amount received from each 
source of revenue, and the amount paid out for 
each of the departments of Government. It will 
be observed from this report that the amount of 
receipts over expenditures has been but ^2,344,- 
S82.30 for aie fiscal year ending June 30, 1874, 
and that for the current fiscal year the estimated 
receipts over expenditures will not much exceed 
nine millions of dollars. In view of the iarge 
national debt existing and the obligation to add i 
pec cent, per annum to the sinking fund — a sunx 
amounting now to over {34,000,000 per annum— 
I submit whether revenues should not be in- 
creased or expenditures diminished to reach 
this amount of surplus, Not to provide for the 
sinking fund is a partial failure to comply 
with the contracts and obligations of the Govem- 



in of Congress a very consider- 



At the last s. 
able reduction 

in the number of articles submitted 
The question may well be asked whether or not. 



this subject, too, I venture the opinion that the 
eans of collecting the revenue, especially from 
iports, have been so embarrassed by legi^ation, 
to make it questionable whether or not large 
aounts are not lost by fulure to collect, to the 
direct loss of the Treasury, and to the preju- 
dice of the interests of honest importers and lax- 

The Secretary of the Treasury, in his rejiort, 
favors legislation looking to an early return to 
specie payments, thus supporting views previously 
expressed in this message. He also recommends 
economy in appropriations ; calls attention to the 
loss of revenue from repeaHng the tax on tea and 
coffee, without benefit to the consumer; recom- 
mends an increase of ten cents a gallon on 
whisky; and further, that no modifKation be 
made in the banking and currency bill passed at 
the last session of Congress, unless modification 
should become necessary by reason of the adop- 
tion of measures for returning to specie payments. 
In these recommendations I cordially join. I 
would suggest to Congress the propriety of read- 
justing the tariff so as to increase the revenue and 
at the same time decrease the number of articles 
upon which duties are levied. Those articles 
which enter into our manufactures, and are not 
produced at home, it seems to me should be 
entered free. Those articles of manufacture 
which we produce a constituent part of, but do 
not produce the whole, that part which we do not 
produce should enter free also. I will instance 
fine wool, dyes, &c. These articles must be im- 
ported to form a part of the manvifacture of the 
higher grades of woolen goods. Chemicals used 
as dyes, compotmded in medicines, and used in 
various ways in manofactiires, come under this 
class. The introduction free of duty of such 
wools as we do not produce would stimulate 
the manufacture of goods requiring the use of 
those we do produce, and therefore would be a 
benefit to home production. There are many 
articles entering into "home manufactures" 
which we do not produce ourselves, the tariff 
upon which increases the cost of producing the 
manufactured article. All corrections in this re- 
gard are in the direction of bringing labor and 
capital in harmony with each other, and of sup- 
plying one of the elements of prosperity so much 
needed. 

The report of the Secretary of War, herewith 
attached, and forming a part of this message, 
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wants, and necessities of the Army, and 
contains many suggestions and recommendations 
which I commendto your special attention. * 

The efficiency of the Navy has been largely 
increased during the last year. * « * 

The report of the Postmaster- General herewith 
attached, shows that there was an increase of rev- 
enue in his Department in i S73 over the previous 
year of 81,674,411, and an increase of cost of 
carrying the mails and paying employes of S3,- 
041,468.91. The report of the Postmaster-Gen- 
eral gives interesting Matlstics of his Department, 
and compares them with the corresponding statis- 
tics of a year ago, showing a growth in every 
branch of the Department. * * * 

Vour attention will he drawn to 
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CuyTidifion of affairs En 5ome of the SouOiecn 
SlJtes. 

On the 14th of SqjCember last the governor of 
Louisiana called upon me, as provided by the 
Constitution and laws of the United States, to aid 
in suppressing domestic violence in that State. 
This call was made in vievf of a proclamation is- 
sned on that day hy D. B. Fenn, claiming that 
he was elected lieutenant-governor in 1872, and 
calhog upon the militia of the State to arm, as- 
semble, and drive from power the usuqjers, as be 
designated the officers of the State government. 
On the next day I issued my proclamation, com- 
manding the insui^eiits to disperse within five 
days from the date thereof, and subsequently 
learned that on that day they Had taken forcible 
possession of the State-house. Steps were taken Ijy 
me to support the existing and recognized State 
eovecnment ; hut before me expiration of the five 
days the insurrectionary movement was practi- 
cally abandoned, and the officers of the State gov- 
ernment, with some minor exceptions, resumed 
their powers and duties. Considering that the 
present State administration of Louisiana has 
been the only government in that State for nearly 
two yeais, that it has been tacitly acknowledged 
and acquiesced in as such by Congress, and more 
than once expressly recognized by me, I regarded 
it as my clear duty, when legally called upon 
for that purpose, to prevent its overthrow by an 
armed mob under pretense of fraud and irregu- 
larity in die election of 187s. 

I have heretofore called the attention of Con- 
grets to this subject, slating that on account of 
the frauds and forgeries committed at said elec- 
tion, and becanse it appears that the returns 
thereof were never legally canvassed, it was im- 
possible to tell thereby who were chosen; but 
from the best sources of information 
mand I have always heUeved that the present 
State officers received a majority of the leg; ' 
votes actually cast at that election. I repeat wh: 
I said in my special message of Februaty 23, 
1873, that in the event of no action by C 
I must continue to recognize the govt 
heretofore rec<^iuied by me. 

I regret to say that with preparations for the 
late election decided indications appeared in some 
localities in the Southern States of a determina- 
tion, by acts of violence and intimidation, to de- 
prive citizens of Uie freedom of the ballot because 
of their political opinions. Bands of men, masked 
and armed, made theirappearance; White Leagues 
and other societies were formed ; lai^e quantitiei 
of arms and ammunition were imported and dis- 
tributed to these oiganizations ; military drills, 
with menacing demonstrations, were held; and, 
with all these, murders enough were committed to 
spread terror among those whose political action 
was to be suppressed, if possible, by these intolerant 
and criminal proceedings. In some places colored 
latiorers were compelled to vote according to the 
wishes of their employers, under threats of dis- 
charge if they acted otherwise ; and there are loo 
many instances in which, when these threats were 
disregarded, they were remorselessly executed 
by those who made them. 

I understand that the fifteenth amendment to 
the Constitution was made to prevent this and a 
like state of things, and the act of May 31, 1870, 



th amendments, was passed to enforce its pro- 
aons ; the object of both lieing to guarantee to 
citizens the right to vote, and to protect them 
the free enjoyment of that right. Enjoined by 
the Constitution " to take care that the laws be 
faithfully executed," and convinced by undoubted 
evidence that violations of said act had been com 
mitted, mid that awide-spread and flagrant disre- 
gard of it was contemplated, the proper officers 
instructed to prosecute the offenders, and 
troops were stationed at convenient points to aid 
the officers, if necessary, in the performance of 
their official duties. Complaints are made of this 
interference by Federal authority; bui if s-iid 
amendment and act do not provide for such inter- 
ference under the circumstances as above stated, 
then they are without meaning, force, or eliect, 
and the whole scheme of colored enfranchisement 
than mockery and littie better than a 
Possibly Congress may find it due to 
truth and justice to ascertdn by means of a com- 
mittee whether the alleged wrongs to colored 
citizens for political purposes are real, or the 
reports thereof were manufactured for the occa- 

"liie whole number of troops in the States of 
Louisiana, Alabama, Georgia, Florida, South 
Carolina, North Carolina, Kentucky, Tennessee, 
Arkansas, Mississippi, Matyhmd, and Virginia, 
at Uie time of the election were four thousand 
and eighty-two. This embraces the garrisons of 
all the forts from the Delaware to the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

Another trouble has arisen in Arkansas. Article 
13 of the Constitution of that Slate (which was 
adopted in 1S68, and upon the approval of which 
by Congress the State was restored to representa- 
tion as one of the States of the Union) provides 
ill effect that before any amendments proposed to 
this constitution shall become a part thereof, they 
shall be passed by two successive assemblies, and 
then submitted to and ratified by a majority of 
the electors of the State voting thereon. On the 
nth of May, 1874, the governor convened an 
extra session of the General Assembly of the 
State, which on the l8lh of (he same month 
passed an act providing for a convention to frame 
a new constitution. Pursuant to this act, and at 
an election held on the 30th of June, 1874, the 
convention was approved, and delegates were 
chosen thereto, who assembled on the 14th of 
last July, and framed a new constitution, the 
schedule of which provided for the election of an 
entire new set of State officers, in a manner con- 
trary to the then existing election laws of the 
State, On the I3tii of October, 1874, this con. 
stitution, as therein provided, was submitl^d to 
the people for their approvai or rejection, and 
according to the election returns was approved 
by a large majority of those qualified to vole 
thereon, and at the same election persons were 
chosen to fill dl the State, county, and tomishiii 
offices. The governor elected in 1872 for the 
term of four years turned over his office to the 
governor chosen under the new constitution; 
whereupon the lieutenant-governor, also elected 
in 1872 for the term of four yeaj-s, claiming to act 
as governor and alleging that said proceedings 
by which the new constitution was made and a 
new set of officers elected were tu constitutional, 
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illegal, and void, called upon me, as provided in 
section 4, article 4, of the Constitution, to protect 
the State against domestic violence. As Congress 
is now investigating the political affairs of Arkan- 
sas, I have declined to interfere. 

The whole subject of executive interference 
with the affeirs of a State is repugnant to public 
opinion, to the feeling of those who from their 
official capacity must be used in such interposi- 
tion, and to him or those who must direct. 
L'lJess most clearly on the side of law, such 
interference becomes a crime: with the law to 
support it, it is condemned without a hearing. I 
desire, therefore, that all necessity for executive 
direction in local affairs may become unnecessary 
and oiisolete. I invite the attention, not of Con- 
gress, but of the people of the United States, to 
the causes and effects of these unhappy questions. 
Is there not a disposition on one side to magnify 
wrongs and outrages, and on the other side to 
belittle them or justify them? If public opinion 
could be directed to a correct survey of what is, and 
to rebuking wrong and aiding the proper audiori- 
ties in punishing it, a better state of feeling would 
be inculcated, ajid the sooner we would have that 
peace which would leave the States free indeed 
to regulate their own domestic affairs. I believe 
on the part of our citizens of the Southern States 
—the better part of them — there is a disposition 
to be law-abiding, and to do no violence either 
to individuals or to the laws existing. But 
do they do right in ignoring the existence of 
violence and bloodshed in resistance to consti- 
tuted authority ? I sympathize with their pros- 
trate condition and would do all in my power 
relieve them — acknowledging that in some i 
stances they have had most trying governments 
to live under, and very oppressive ones in tl 
way of taxation for nominal improvements n 
giving benefits equal to tie hardships imposed- 
but can they proclaim themselves entirely irr 
sponsible for this condition ? They cannot. Vii 
lence has been rampant in some localities, ar 
has either been justified or denied by those who 
could have prevented it. ■ The theory is even 
raised that there is to be no further interference 
on the part of the General Government to pro- 
tect citizens within a State where the State authori- 
ties fdl to give protection. This is a great mis- 
talfe. While I remain Executive, all the laws of 
Congress and the provisions of the Constitution, 
including the recent amendments added thereto, 
will be enforced with rigor; but with regret that 
they should have added one jot or tittle to exe- 
cutive duties or powers. Let ^ere be fairness in 
the discussion of southern questions, the advocates 
of both, or all political parties, giving honest, 
truthfid reports of occurrences, condemning the 
nrong and upholding the right, and soon all will 
b; well. Under existing conditions the negro 
votes the Republican ticket because he knows 
his friends are of that party. Many a good citizen 
votes the opposite, not because he agrees with 
Ihe great principles of state which separate par- 
ties, but because generally, he is opposed to negro 
rule. This is a most delusive cry. Treat the 
negro as a citizen and a voter— as he is and must 
remain — and soon parties will be divided, not on 
the color line, but on principle. Then we shall 
have no complaint of sectional interference. » 



* * The attention of Congress is invited to 
the report of the Secretary of the Interior, and to 
the legislation asked for by him. * » » 

The policy adopted for the management of 
Indian affairs, known as the peace policy, has 
been adhered to with most beneficial results. It 
e will 

dations. 

I commend the recommendation of tlie Secre- 
tary for the extension of the homestead laws to 
the Indians, and for some sort of territorial gov- 
ernment for the Indian Territory, A great ma- 
jority of the Indians occnpying this Territory are 
believed yet to be incapable of maintaining their 
rights against the more civilized and enlightened 
white man. Any territorial form of government 
given them, therefore, should protect them in their 
homes and property for a period of at least twenty 
years, and before its final adcmtion should be 
ratified by a majority of those affected. * * 

The act of Congress providing the oath which 
pensioners must subscribe to before drawing their 
pensions cuts off from this bounty a few survivors 
of the war of l8l2 residing in the Southern 
States. I recommend the restoration of this 
bounty to all such. The number of persons 
whose names would thus be restored to the list 
of pensioners is not laige. They are all old 
persons, who could have taken no part in the 
rebellion, and the services for which they were 
awarded pensions were in defense of the whole 

The rules adopted to improve the civil service 
of the Government have been adhered to as 
closely as has been practicable with the opposi- 
tion with which they meet. The effect, I believe, 
has been beneficial on the whole, and has tended 
to the elevation of the service. But it is imprac- 
ticable to m^ntain them without direct and posi. 
tive support of Congress. Generally the support 
which this reform receives is from those who 
give it their support only to find fault when the 
rules are apparently defmrted from. Removals 
from office without preferring charges against 
parties removed are frequendy cited as departures 
from the rules adopted, and the retention of those 
against whom charges are made by irresponsible 
persons, and without good grounds, is also often 
condemned as a violation of them. Under these 
circumstances, therefore, I announce that if Con- 
gress adjourns without positive legislation on the 
subject of "dvil service reform" I will regard 
such action as a disapproval of the system, and 
will abandon it except so far as to require exami- 
nations for certain appointees to determine their 
fitness. Competitive examinations will be aban> 



The gentlemen who have given their services, 
without compensation, as members of the board 
to devise rules and regulations for the government 
of (he civil service of the country, have shown 
much zeal and earnestness in their work, and to 
them as well as to myself it will be a source of 
mortification if it is to be thrown away. But I 
repeat that it is impossible to carry this system to 
a successful issue without general approval and 
assistance, and positive law to support it, 

1 have stated that three elements of prosperity 
to the nation, capital, labor,skilled and unskilled. 
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and prodacis of the soQ, sfill lemain with us. 
To direct the employment of these is a problem 
deserving the most serious attention of Congress. 
If employment can be given to all the labor 
offering itself, prosperity necessarily follows. I 
have expressed the opnion, and repeat it, that 
the first requisite to the accomplishment of this 
end is a substitution of a sound currency in place 
of one of a flactuating value. This secured, there 
are many interests that might be fostered to the 
great proIU of both labor and capital. How to 
induce capital to employ labor is the question. 
The subject of cheap transportation has occupied 
the attention of Congress, Much new light on 
this question will without douht be ^«en by the 
committee appointed by the last Congress to in- 
vestigate and report upon this subject, 

A revival of ship-building, and particularly of 
iron steamship building, is of vast importance to 
our national prosperity. The United States is 
now payine over 5100,000,000 per annum for 
freights and passage on foreign ships — to be car- 
tied abroad and expended in the employment and 
support of other peoples — beyond a fair per cent- 
age of what should go to foreign vessels, esti- 
mating on the tonnage and travel of each, re- 
spectively. It is to be regretted that this disparity 
in the carrying trade exists, and to correct it I 
would be milling to see a great departure from 
the usual course of Government in BUf^rting 
what might usually be termed private enterprise. 
I would not suggest as a remedy direct subsidy 
to American steamship lines, but I would suggest 
. the direct offer of aniple compensation for carry- 
ing the mails between Atlantic sea-board cities 
and the Gintinent on American-owned and 
American-built steamers, and would extend this 
liberality to vessels carrying the mails to South 
American States and to Central America and 
Mexico; and would pursue the same policy from 
our Pacific sea-ports to foreign pea-ports on the 
FaciUc. It might be demanded that vessels built 
for this service should come up to a standard fixed 
by legislation in tonnage, speed, and all other 
qualities looking to the possibility of Government 
requiring them at some time for war purposes. 
The right also of taking possession of theiii in 
such emei^ency should be guarded. 



sections and all interests alike. If anything bet- 
ter can be done to direct the country into a course 
of general prosperity, no one will be more ready 
than I to second the plan. « » » 

* ■* In accordance with section 3, act approved 
June 23, 1874, I appointed a board to make a 
survey of the mouth of the Mississippi River, with 
a view to determine the best method of obtaining 
and maintaining a depth of water sufficient for the 
puiposes of commerce, &c.; and in accordance 
with an act entitled "An act to provide for the 
appointment of a commission of engineers to in- 
vestigate and report a permanent plan for the re- 
clamation of the alluvia! basin of the Mississippi 
Kiver, subject to inundation," I appointed a com- 
nussion of engineers. Neither board has yet 
completed its labors. When their reports are 
received, they will be forwarded to Congress 
without delay. U. S. GRANT. 

ExECtn-lVB MAtiSlON, December 7, 1S74. 
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come possessed of the respect, if not the friend- 
ship, of all civilized nations. Our progress has 
been great in all the arts; in science, agriculture, 
coromerce, navigation, mining, mechanics, law, 
medicine, &c.; and in genemleducation tlie pro- 
gress is likewise encouraging. Our thirteen 
States have become thirty-eight, including Colo- 
rado, [which has taken the initiatory steps to be- 
come a State,) and eight Territories, inclnding 
the Indian Territory and Alaska, and excluding 
Colorado, making a territory extending from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific. On the south we have 
extended to the Gulf of Mexico, and in the west 
from the M ississippi to the Pacific. 

One hundred years ago the cotton-gin, the 
steamship, the railroad, tjie telegraph, the reap- 
ing, sewing, and modern printing machmes, and 
numerous other inventions of scarcely less value 
to oiu" business and happiness, were entirely un- 
known. 

In 1776, manufactories scarcely existed even 
in name in all this vast territory. In 1870, more 
than two millions of persons were employed in 
manufactories, producing more than #2,100,000,- 
000 ai products in amount annually, nearly equal 
to our national debt. From nearly the wnole of 
the population of 1776 being engaged in the one 
occupation of agriculture, in 1870 so numerous 
and diversified had become the occupation of our 
people that less than six millions out nf more than 
forty millions were so engaged. The extraordi- 
nary effect produced in out country by a resort to 
diversified occupations has built a market for the 
products of fertile lands distant from the seaboard 
and the markets of the world. 

The American system of locating various and 
extensive manufactories next to the plow and the 
pasture, and adding connecting railroads and 
steamboats, has produced in our distant interior 
country a result noticeable by the intelligent por- 
tions of all commercial nations. The ingenuity 
and skill of American mechanics have been de-- 
monstrated at home and abroad in a manner most 
flattering to their pride. But for the extraordi- 
nary genius and ability of our mechanics, the 
achievements of our agriculturists, manufacturers, 
and transporters throughout the country would 
Lii.ve been impossible of attainment. 

The progress of the miner has also been great. 
or coal our production was smali; now many 
lii llions of tons are mined annually. So with 
.I'l n, which formed scarcely an appreciable part 
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of our prodacts half a century ago, we now pro- 
duce more Ihan the world consumed at the be- 
ginning of ournational existence. Lead, zinc, and 
copper, from being articles of import, we may 
expect to be large exporters of in the-near future. 
The deTclopment of gold and silver mines in the 
United States and Territories has not only been 
m k bl , but has had a large influence upon 
th b ess of all commercial nations. Our 
h t in the last hundred years have had a 
nd have established a. reputation for en- 
pn gacity, prepress, and integrity unsur- 

pas d by peoples of older nationalities. This 
good me" is not confined tu their homes, but 
g es t pon every sea and into every port where 
commerce enters. With equal pride we caij point 
to our progress in all of the learned professions. 

As we are now about to enter upon our second 
centennial — commencing our manhood as a na- 
tion — it is well to look back upon the past and 
study what will be best to preserve and advance 
our future greatness. From the fall of Adam for 
his transgression to the present day, no nation has 
ever been free from threatened danger to its pros- 
perity and happiness. We should look lo the 
dangers threatening us, and remedy them so far 
as lies in our power. We are a republic whereof 
one man is as good as annther before the law. 
Under such aform of government it is of the great- 
est importance that all should be possessed of 
education and intelligence enough to cast a vote 
with a right understanding of its meaning. A 
lai^e association of ignorant men cannot, for any 
considerable period, oppose a successful resistance 
to tyranny and oppression from the educated few, 
but will inevitably sink into acquiescence to the 
will of intelligence, whether directed by the 
demagogue or by priestcraft. Hence the eduea- 
lion of the masses becomes of the first necessity 
for the preservation of .our institutions. They are 
worth preserving, because they have secured the 
greatest good to the greatest proportion of the 
population of any form of government yet de- 
vised. All other forms of government approach 
it just in proportion to the general difiiision of 
education and independence of thought and action. 
As the primary step, therefoTC, to our advancement 
in all that has marked our progress in the past 
century, I suggest for your earnest conaideration, 
and most earnestly recommend it, that a consti- 
tutional amendment be submitted to the legisla- 
tures of the several States for ratification, making 
it the duty of each of the several States to estab- 
lish and forever maintain free public schools 
adequate to the education of all the children in 
the rudimentary branches within their respective 
limits, irrespective of sex, color, birthplace, or 
religions ; forbidding the teaching in said schools 
. of religious, atheistic, or pagan tenets; aud pro- 
hiliiting the granting of any school-funds, or 
school-taxes, or any part thereof, either by legis- 
lative, municipal, or other authority, for the bene- 
fit or in aid, directly or indirectly, of any religious 
sect or denomination, or in aid or for the benefit 
of any other object of any nature or kmd wbat- 



n connection with this important queslior 
lid also call your altention to the importai 
correcting an evil that, if permiited to ci 
e, will probably lead to great trouble in i 



land before the close of the nineteenth century. 
It ia the accumulation of vast amounts of untaxed 
churchjroperty. 

In 1850, 1 ijelieve, the church-property of the 
United States which paid no tax, municipal or 
State, amounted to about {83,000,000. In 1S60, 
the amount had doubted; in 1S75, it is about 
81,000,000,000. By 1900, without check, it is 
safe lo say this property will reach a simi exceed- 
ing 83,000,000,000. So vast a sum, receiving 
all the protection and benefits of government, 
without bearing its proportion of the burdens and 
expenses of the same, will not be looked upon 
acquiescently by ' those who have to pay the 
taxes. In a growing country, where real estate 
enhances so rapidly with lime as in the United 
States, there is scarcely a limit to the wealth that 
may be acquired by corporations, religious or 
otherwise, if allowed to retsun real estate without 
taxation. The contemplation of so vast a pro- 
perty as here alluded to, without taxation, may 
lead to sequestration without constitution^ au- 
thority and through blood. 

I would suggest the taxation of all property 
equally, whether church or corporation, exempt- 
ing only the last resting-place of ihe dead, and, 
possibly, with proper restrictions, church-edifices. 

Our relations with most of the foreign powers 
continue on a satisfactory and friendly footing. 

I am happy to announce the passage of an act 
by the General Cortes of Portugal, proclaimed 
the adjournment of Congress, for the aboli- 



step toward the great < 
reached, when no man shall be permitted, di- 
rectly or indirectly, under any guise, excuse, or 
form of law, to hold bis fellow-man in bondage. 
I am of opinion also that it is the duty of 3ie 
United Stales, as conlributing toward that end, 
and required by the spirit of tiie age in which we 
live, lo provide by suitable legislation that no cit- 
zea of the United States shall hold slaves as pro- 
perty in any other country, or be interested 
therein. « • • • 

The past year has furnished no evidence 
of an approaching termination of the ruin- 
ous conflict which has been raging for seven 
years in the neighboring island of Cuba. The 
same disregard of the laws of civilized warfare 
and of the just demands of humanity which has 
heretofore called forth expressions of condem- 
nation from the nations of Christendom has con- 
tinued to blacken the sad scene. Desolation, 
ruin and pillage are pervading the rieh fields of 
one of the most fertile and productive regions of 
the earth, and the incendiaries' torch, firing plan 



The protracted continuance of this strife seri- 
ously afiects the interests of all commercial 
nations, but those of Ihe United States more than 
others, by reason of close proximity, ils larger 
trade and intercourse with Cuba, and the fre- 
quent and intimate personal and social relations 
which have gro*" up between its citizens and 
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secuie and depredated in value and in capacity 
of production by the continuance of the strife anii 
the unnatural mode of lis conduct. The same is 
true, differing only in degree, with respect to the 
interests and people of other nations ; and the ai^■ 
sence of any reasonable assurance of a near ter- 
mination of the coiiHict must, of necessity, soon 
compel the stales thus suffering to consider what 
the interests of their own people and their duty 
toward themselves may demand. 

I have hoped that Spain would be enabled to 
establish peace in her colony, to afford security 
to the property and the interests of our citizens, 
and allow legitimate scope to trade and commerce 
and the natural productions of the island. Be- 
cause of this hope, and from an extreme reluct- 
ance to interfere in the most remote manner in 
the afikirs of another and a friendly nation. 



in the sbiiggling infancy 
must ever be remembered with gratitude, I have 
patiently and anxiously waited the progress of 
events. Our own civil conflict is too recent for 
us not to consider the difficulties which surround 
a governmeiri distracted by a dynastic rebellion at 
home, at the same time that it has to cope with a 
separate insurrection in' a distant colony. But 
whatever causes may have produced the situation 
which so grievously affects our interests, it exists, 
with all its attendant evils operating directly upon 
this country and its people. Thus far all the 
efforts of Spain have proved abortive, and time 
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1 the s 



med hands of either side 
nearly the same ground as in the past, with &e 
difference, from time to time, of more lives Sacri- 
ficed, more property destroyed, and widet extents 
of fertile and productive fields and more and 
more of valuable property constantly wantonly 
sacrificed to the incendiaries' torch. 

In contests of this nature, where a considera- 
ble body of people, who have attempted to free 
themselves of the control of the superior gov- 
ernment, have reached such point in occupation 
of territory, in power, and in general organiza- 
tion, as to constitute in fact a body politic, hav- 
ing a government in substance as well as in 
name, possessed of the elements of stability, and 
equipped with the machinery for the administra- 
tion of internal policy and the execution of its 
laws, prepared and able to administer justice at 
home, BS well as in its dealings with other pow. 
ers, it is within the province of those otber pow- 
ers to recognize its existence as a new and inde- 
pendent nation. In such cases other nations 
simply deal with an actually existing condition 
of things, and recognize as one of the powers of 
the earth that body politic which, possessing the 
necessary elements, has, in fact, become a new 
power. In a word, the creation of a new state 
is a fact. 

To establish the condition of things essential 
lo the recognition of this fact, there must be a 
people occupying a known territory, united un- 
der some known and defined form of govern- 
ment, acknowledged by those subject thereto, in 
which the functions of government are admin- 
istered by usual methods, competent to mete out 
justice to citiiens and strangers, to afford reme- 
dies for public and for private wrongs, and able 



to assume the correlative international obligations, 
and capable of performing the corresponding in- 
ternational duties resulting from its acquisition of 
the rights of sovereignty. A power should exist 
complete in its oi^anization, ready to tal^e and 
able to muntain its place among the nations of 
the earth. 

While conscious that the msuneclinn irt Cuba 
has shown a strength and endurance which make 
it at least doubtful whether it be in the power of 
Spain to subdue it, it seems unquestionable that 
no such civil organization exists which may be 
recognized as an independent government capa- 
ble of performing its international obligations, and 
entitled fo be treated as one of the powers of the 
earth. A recognition under such circumstances 
would be inconsistent with the facts, and would 
compel the power granting it soon to support by 
force the government fo which it had really given 
its only claim of existence. In my judgment, 
the United States should adhere lo the policy and 
the principles which have heretofore been its sure 
and safe guides in like contests between revolted 
colonies and their mother country, and, acting 
only upon the dearest evidence, should avoid 
any possibility of suspicion or of imputation. 

A recognition of the independence of (Tuba 
being, in my opinion, impracticable and indefen- 
sible, the question which next presents itself is 
that of the recognition of belligerent rights in the 
parties to the contest. 

In a former message to Congress I had occa- 
sion to consider this question, and reached the 
conclusion that the conflict in Cuba, dreadful and 
devastating as were its incidents, did not rise to 
the fearful dignity of war. Regarding it now, 
after this lapse of time, 1 am unable to see that 
any notable success, or any marked or real ad- 
vance on the part of the insui^ents, has essen- 
tially changed the character of the contest. It 
has acquired greater age, but not greater or more 
formidable proportions. It is possible that the 
acts of foreign powers, and even acts of Spain 
herself, of this very nature, might be pointed to 
in defense of such recognition. But now, as in 
its past history, the United States should care- 
fully avoid the false lights which might lead it 
into the mazes of doubtful law and of questiona- 
ble propriety, and adhere rigidly and sternly to 
the rule, which has been its guide, of doing only 
that which is right and honest and of good re- 
port. The question of according or of withhold- 
ing rights of belligerency must be judged, in 
every case, in view of the particular attending 
facts. Unless jusUfied by necessity, it is always, 
and justly, regarded as an unfriendly act, and a 
gratuitous demonstration of moral support to the 
rebellion. It is necessary, and it is required, 
when the interests and rights of another govern- 
ment or of its people are so far affected by a pend- 
ing civil conflict as lo require a definition of its 
relations to the parties thereto. But this conflict 
must be one which will be recognized in the 
sense of international law as war. Belligerence, 
too, is a fact The mere existence of contending 
armed bodies, and their occasional conflicts, do 
not constitute war in the sense referred to. Ap- 
plying to the existing condition of affairs in Cuba 
the tests recognized by publicists and writeis on 
international law, and which have been observed 
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by nations of dignity, honesty, and power, when 
free from sensitive or selfish and imworfhy mo- 
tives, I fail to find in tlie insurrection the exis- 
tence of such a substantial political organization, 
real, palpable, and manifest to the wofld, having 
the forms nnd capable of the ordinary functions 
of government toward its own people and to 
ofher States, with courts for the administration of 
justice, with a local habitation, possessing such 
oi^anization of force, such material, such occupa- 
tion of territory, as to take the contest out of the 
category of a mere rebellious insurrection, or oc- 
casional skirmishes, and place it on the terrible 
footing of war, to which a rect^nition of bellig- 
erency would aim to elevate it. The contest, 
moieover, is solely on land; the insurrection has 
not possessed itself of a single sea-port whence it 
may send forth its flag, nor has it any means of 
communication with foreign powers except 
through the military lines of its adversaries. No 
apprehension of any of those sudden and difficult 
complications whidi a war iipon the ocean is apt 
to precipitate upon the vessels, both coraraercial 
and national, and upon the consular officers of 
other powers, calls for the definition of their rela- 
tions to the parties to the contest. Considered as 
a question of expediency, I regard the accordance 
of belligerent rights still to be as unwise and pre- 
mature, as I regard it to be, at present, indefen- 
■' ' e of right. Such recognition 



ties, and requires the exaction from the 
ing parties of the strict observance of their 
rights and obligations. It confers the right of 
search upon the high seas by vessels of both par- 
ties; it would subject the carrying of arms and 
munitions of war, which now may be transported 
freely and without interruption in the vessels of 
the United States, to detention and to possible 
seizure ; it would give rise to countless vexatious 
questions, would release the parent government 
fiom responsibility for acts done by the insur- 
gents, and would invest Spain with the right to 
exercise the supervision recognized by our treaty 
of 1795 over our commerce on the high seas, a 
very large part of which, in its traffic between 
Oie Atlantic and the Gulf States, and between all 
of them and the States on the Pacific, passes 
flirough the waters wltich wash the shores of 
Cuba. The exercise of this supervision could 
scarce fail to lead, if not to abuses, certainly to 
collisions perilous to the peaceful cdations of the 
two States. There can he tittle doubt to what 
result such supervision would before long draw 
this nation. It would be unworthy irf She United 
States to inaugurate the possibilities of such re- 
sult, by measures of questionable right or expe- 
diency, or by any indirection. Apart from any 
question of theoretical right, I am satisfied that, 
while the accordance of belligerent rights to the 
insufgents in Cuba might give them a hope and 
an inducement to protract the struggle, it would 
be but a delusive hope, and would not remove 
the evils which thl? Government and its people 
are experiencing, hut would draw the United 
States into complications which it has waited 
long and already suffered much to avoid. The 
recognition of independence, or of belligerency, 
being thus, in my judgment, equally inadmissi- 



t remains to consider what course shall be 

adopted should the conflict not soon b b u ht 

to an end by acts of the parties then el and 

should the evils which result theref m aff ting 

I nations, and particularly the Un d Sta e 

In such event, I am of opinion fh he 
tions will he compelled to assume he esp n 
bility which devolves upon them, and usly 

consider the only remaining measu es p ss ble, 
mediation and intervention. Owing, perhaps, to 
arge expanse of water separating the island 
from the peninsula, (he want of harmony and of 
personal sympathy between the inhabitants of the 
colony and those sent thither to rale them, and 
want of adaptation of the ancient colonial system 
of Europe to the present times and to the ideas 
which the events of the past century Jiave 
developed, the contending parties appear to have 
within themselves no depository of common confi- 
dence, to surest wisdom when passion and Cl- 
ient have their sway, and to assume the part 
of peace-maker. In this view, in the earlier days 
of the contest, the good offices of the United 
Slates as a mediator were tendered in good faith, 
without any selfish puroose, in the interest of hu- 
manity and in sincere friendship for both parties, 
but were at the time declined by Spain, with the 
declaration, nevertheless, that at a future time 
they would be indispensable. No intimation has 
been received that in the opinion of Spain that 
time has been reached. And yet the strife con- 
tinues with all its dread horrors and all its injur- 
ies to the interests of the United States and of 
other nations. Each party seems quite capable 
of working great injiuy and damage to the other, 
as well as to all the rekiiions and interests depen- 
dent on the existence of peace in the island; but 
they seem incapable of reaching any adjustment, 
and both have thus far failed of achieving any 
success whereby one party shall possess and con- 
trol the island to the exclusion of the other. 
Under these circumstances, the agency of others, 
either by mediation or by intervention, seems to be 
the only alternative, which must, sooner or later, 
be invoked for the termination of the strife. At 
the same time, while thus impressed, I do not at 
this time recommend the adoption of any meas- 
lu^ of intervention. I shall be ready at all 
times, and as the equal friend of both parties, to 
respond to a suggestion that the good offices of 
United States wm be acceptable to aid in bring- 
ing about a peace honorable to both. It is due to 
Spain, so far as this Government is concerned, that 
the agency of a third power, to which I have ad- 
verted, shall be adopted only as a last expedient- 
Had it been the desire of the United Stales to 
interfere in the affairs of Cuba, repeated oppor- 
tunities for so doing have been presented within 
the last few years ; but we have remained passive, 
and have performed our whole duty and all inter- 
national obligations to Spain with friendship, fair- 
ness and fidelity, and with a spirit of patience 
and forbearance which negatives every possible 
suggestion of desire to interfere or to add to the 
difficulties with which she has been surrounded. 
The government of Spain has recently sub- 
mitted to our minister at Madrid certain proposals 
which it is hoped may be found to be the basis, 
if not the actual submission, of terms to meet the 
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tequirements of the particular griefs of which this 
Government has felt itself entitled to complain. 
These proposals have not yet reached rae in their 
full text. On their arrival they will be taken 
into careful examination, and may, I hope, lead 
to a satisfactory adjustment of the questions to 
which they refer, and remove the possibility of 
future occurrences, such as have given rise to out 
just complaints. 

It is understood also that renewed efforts are 
being made to introduce reforms in the internal, 
admmistrafion of the island. Persuaded, how- 
ever, that a proper regard for the interests of the 
United States and of its citizens entitle it to relief 
from the strain to which it has been subjected tiy 
the difficuMes of the questions, and the wrongs 
and losses which arise from the contest in Cuba, 
and that the interests of humanity itself demand 
the cessation of the strife before die whole island 
shall be laid waste and larger sacrilices of life be 
made, 1 shall feel It ray duty, should my hopes 
of a satisfactory adjustment and of the early restor- 
ation of peace and the removal of future causes 
of complaint be, unhappily, disappointed, to make 
a further communication to Congress at some 
period not far remote, and during the present ses- 
sion, recommending what may then seem to me 

The Free Zone, so called, several years since 
established by the Mesican government in certain 
of the States of that republic adjacent to our 
frontier, remains in full operation. It has always 
been materially injurious to honest traffic, for it 
operates as an incentive to traders in Mexico to 
supply without customs-charges the wants of in- 
habitants on this side the line, and prevents the 
same wants from being supplied by merchants of 
the United Slates, thereby, to a considerable ex- 
tent, defrauding our revenue and checking honest 
commercial enterprise. 

Depredations by, armed hands from Mexico on 
the people of Texas near the frontier continue. 
Though the main object of these incursions is 
robbery, they frequently result in the murder of 
unarmed and peaceably-disposed peraons ; and in 
some instances even the United States post-offices 
and mail-communications have been attacked. 
Renewed remonstrances upon this subject have 
been addressed to the Mexican government, but 
without much apparent effect. The military 
force of this Government disposable for service in 
that quarter is quite inadequate to effectually 
guard the line, even at those points where the ir 
cursions are usually made. An experiment of a 
armed vessel on the Rio Grande for that purpos 
is on trial, and it is hoped that, if not thwarted 
by the shallowness of die river and other natnral 
obstacles, it may materially contribute to the pro- 
tection of the herdsmen of Texas. * * 

The Court of Commissioners of Alabama 
Claims has prosecuted its important duties very 
assiduously and very satisfactorily. * * 

Among the pressing and important subjects to 
which, in my opinion, the attendon of Congress 
should tie directed, are those relating to fraudu- 
. lent naturalization and expatriation. 

The United States, with great liberality, offers 
its citizenship to al! who m good faith comply 
with the requirements of law. These require- 
ments are as simple and upon as favorable terms 



the emigrant as the high privilege to which he 
admitted can or should permit. I do not pro- 
pose any additional requirements to those which 
the law now demands. But the very simplicity 
and the want of unnecessary formality in our law 
have made fraudulent naturalization not infre- 
quent, to the discredit and injury of all honest 
citizens, whether native or naturalized. Cases of 
this character are continually being brought to 
oiice of the Government by our representa- 
abroad, and also those of persons resident 
lier countries,' most frequency those who, if 
they had remained in this country long enough 
to entitle them to become naturalized, have gen- 
erally not much overpassed that period, and have 
returned to the country of their origin, where 
they reside, avoiding all duties lo the United 
States by their absence, and claiming to be ex- 
empt from all duties to the cpjintry of their 
nativity and of their residence, by reason of their 
alleged natnrahzation. It is due to this Govern- 
itself and to the great mass of the natural- 
citizens who entirely, both in name and m 
fact, become citizens of the United States, that 
the high privilege of citizenship of the United 
" ' :s should not be held by fraud or in deroga- 
of the laws and of the good name of every 
^t dtizen. On many occasions it has been 
brought to the knowledge of the Government 
that certificates of natnralization are held, and 
protection or interference claimed, by parlies who 
admit that not only they were not within the 
United States at the time of the pretended natural- 
ization, but that they have never resided in the 
United States; in others, the certificate and re- 
cord of the court show on their face that the per- 
son claiming to be naturalized had not resided 
the required time in the United States ; in others, 
it is admitted upon examination that the requu'e. 
ments of law have not been complied with; in 
some cases even, such certificates have been mat- 
ter of purchase. These are not isolated cases, 
arising at rare intervals, but of common occur- 
rence, and which are reported from all quarters 
of the globe. Sudi occimences cannot, and do 
not, fail to reflect upon the Government and in- 
jure all honest citizens. Such a fraud being dis- 
covered, however, there is no practicable means 
withm the control of the Government by which 
the record of naturalization can be vacated; and 
should the certificate be taken np, as it usually is, 
by the diplomatic and consular representatives of 
the government to whom it may have been pre. 
sented, there is nothing to prevent the person 
claiming to have been naturalizedfrom obtaining 
a new certificate from the court in place of that 
which has been taken from him. 

The evil has become so great and of such fre- 
quent occurrence that I cannot too earnestly 
recommend that some effective measures he 
adopted to provide a proper remedy, and means 
for the vacating of any record thus fraudulently 
made, and of punishing the guilty pardes to the 

In this connection I refer also to the question 
of expatriation and the election of nationality. 

I The United States was foremost m upholding 
the right of expatriation, and was principally in 
strumeiital m overthrowing the doctrine of per- 

I pelnal allegiance. Congress has declared the 
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tight of expatriation to be a natural and inherent 
light o( all people ; but, while many other 
nations have enacted laws providing what for- 
malilies shall be necessary to work a change of 
allegiance, the United States has enacted no pro- 
visions of law, and has in no respect marked out 
how and when expatriation may be accomplished 
by ifs citizens. Instances are brought to the at- 
tention of the Government where citizens of the 
United States, either naturalized or native-bom, 
have formally become citizens or subjects of for- 
eign powers, but who, nevertheless, in the ab- 
sence of any provisions of legislation on this 
question, when involved in difficulties, or when 
it seems lo be their interest, claim to be citizens 
of the United States, and demand the interven. 
tion of a government which, they have long since 
abandoned, and to which for years they have 
tendered no service, nor held themselves in any 
way amenable. 

In other cases naturalized dtizens, immediately 
after naturalization, have relumed to their native 
country ; have become engaged in business ; 
have accepted offices or pursuits inconsistent with 
American citizenship, and evidence no intent to 
return to the United States until called upon to 
dischai^e some duty to the country where they 
are residing, when at once diey assert their citi- 
zenship, and call upon the representatives of the 
Government to aid them in their unjust [ireten- 
sions. It is but justice to all iona fide citizens 
that no donbt shouM exist on such questions, and 
that Congress should determine by enactment of 
law how expatriation may be accomplished, and 
change of citizenship be established. 

I also invite your attention to the necessity of 
regulating by law the status of American women 
who may marry foreigneis, and of defining more 
fully fhat of cMldren bom in a foreign counlry of 
American parents who may reside abroad; and 
also of some further provision regulating or giv- 
ing legal effect to marriages of American citizens 
contracted in foreign countries. * * 

• ■* The report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury shows the receipts from customs for the 
fiscal year ending June 3a, 1874, to have been 
5163,103,833.69, and for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1875, to have been SiS7,i67,722.3S, " 
decrease for the last fiscal year of ^5,936,111, 3 
Receipis from internal revenue for the year endii „ 
the 30th of June, 1874, were 1102,409,784.90, 
and for the year ending June 30, 1875, $1 
493-58; increase, 87,597,708.68. 

The report also shows a complete history of the 
■workings of the Department for the last year, and 
contains recommendations for reforms and for 
legislation which I concur in, but cannot com- 
ment on so fully as 1 should like to do if space 
would permit, but will confine myself to a few 
suggestions which I look upon as vital lo the best 
interests of the whole people— coming within the 
purview of " Treasury — I mean specie resump- 
tion. Too much stress cannot be laid upon this 
question, and I hope Congress may be mduced, 
at the earliest day practicable, to insure the con- 
siunmation of the act of the last Congress, at its 
last session, to bring about specie resumption 
"on and after the 1st of January, 1879," at 
furthest. It wonld be a great blessing if this 
could be consummated 



Nothing seems t^ me more certain than that a 
full, healthy and permanent reaction cannot take 
>lace in favor of the industries and financial wel- 
are of the country until we return to a measure 
of values recognized throughout the civilized 
world. While we use a currency not equivalent 
this standard, the world's recognized standard, 
specie, becomes a commodity like the products 
of the soil, the surplus seeking a market wherever 
there is a demand for it. 

Under our present system we should want 
)ne, nor would we have any, were it not that 
istom-dues must be paid in coin, and because of 
Ihe pledge to pay interest on the public debt m 
" ' The yield of precious metals would flow 
h pur has gn p od ns 
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; to be able to approv e any measure of Con- 
gress looking effectively toward securing " re- 
mption." 

Unlimited inflation would probably bring about 
specie payments more speedily than any legisla- 
tion looking to the redemption of the legal-tenders 
in coin. But it would be at the expense of honor. 
The legal lenders wonld have no value beyond 
settling present liabilities, or properly speaking, 
repudiating them. They would buy nothing af- 
ter debts were all settled. 

There are a few measures which seem to me 
important in this connection, and which I com- 
mend to your earnest consideration ; 

A repeal of so much of the legal-tender act as 
makes these notes receivable for debts contracted 
after a date to be fixed in the act itself, say not 
later than the 1st of January, 1877. We should 
then have quotations at real values, not fictitious 
ones. Gold would no longer be at a premium, 
but currency at a discount, A healthy reaction 
would set in at once, and with it a desire to make 
the currency equal to what it purports to be. 
The merchants, manufacturers, and tradesmen of 
every calling could do business on a fair margin 
of profit, the money to be received having an un- 
varying value. laborers and all classes who 
work for stipulated pay or salary would receive 
more for their income, because extra profits would 
no longer be charged by the capitalist to com- 
pensate for the risk of a downward fluctuation m 
the value of the currency. 

Second, that the Secretary of the Treasury be 
authorized to redeem say not to exceed two rail- 
lion ($2,000,000) dollars monthly of legal tender 
notes, by issuing in their stead a long bond, bear- 
ing interest at the rate of 3.65 per cent, per an- 
num, of denominations ranging from SSo up to 
St,ooa each. This would in time reduce the 
legai-tender notes to a volume that could be kept 
afloat without demanding redemption in large 
sums suddenly. 

Third, that additional pcwer be given to the 
Secretary of the Treasury to accumulate gold for 

curtailing expenses, or both — it is preferable to 
do both ; and I recommend that reduction of ex- 
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collecting revenue fiom exports, and as we, (he 
largest consumers, reduce the duties, they pro- 
portionately increase them. With this addition 
to the revenue, many duties now collected, and 
which give but an insignitlcant return for the cost 
of collection, might be remitted, and to the di- 
rect advantage of consumers at home. 

I would mention those articles which enter into 
manufactures of all sorts. All duty paid upon 
such articles goes directly to the cost ol^ the article 
when manufactured here, and must be paid for 
by the consumers. These duties not only come 
from the consumers at home, but act as a protec- 
tion to foreign manufacturers of the same com- 
pleted articles in our own and distant markets, 

I will suggest, or mention, another subject 
hearing upon the problem of " how to enable the 
Secretary of the Treasury lo accumulate bal- 
ances." It is to devise some better method of 
verifying cliums against the Government than at 
present exists through the Court of Claims, espe- 
cially those claims growing out of the late war. 
Nothing is more certain than that a very large 
percentage of the amounts passed and paid are 
either wholly fraudulent, or are far in excess of 
the real losses sustained. The large amount of 
losses proven — on good testimony 'Siccording to 
existing laws, by affidavits of fictitious or unscrup- 
ulous persons — to have been sustained on small 
farms and plantations, are not only far beyond the 
possible yield of those places for any one year, 
but, as every one knows who has had experience 
in tilling the soil, and who has visited the scenes 
of these spoliations, are in many instances more 
than the individual claimanfs were ever worth, 
including their personal and real estate. 

The report of the Attorney-General, which will 
be submitted to Congress at an early day, will 
contain a detailed history of awards made, and of 
claims pendmg, of the dass here referred to. 

* * The condition of our Navy at this time is a 
subject of satisfaction. It does not contain, it is 
true, any of the powerful cruising iron-clads 
which make so much of the maritime strength 
of some other nations ; but neither our continental 
situation nor our foreign policy requires that we 
should have a lai^ number of ships of this char- 
acter, while this situation and the nature of our 
ports combine to make those of other nations lit- 
tle dangerous to us under' any circumstances. 

Our Navy does contain, however, a consider- 
able number of iron-ciads of the monitor class, 
which, though not properly cruisers, are power- 
ful and effective for harbor defense and for oper- 
ations near our own shores. Of these all the 
single-turreted ones, fifteen innumber,havebeen 
Eubslanfially rebuilt, their rotten wooden beams 
replaced with iron, their hulls strengthened, and 
their engines and machinery thoroughly repaired, 
so that they are now in the most efficient condi- 
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The live double-turreted iron-clads belonging 
our Navy, by far the most powerful of our 
ships for fighting purposes, are also in hand un- 
dergoing complete repairs, and could be ready 
for sea in periods varying from four to six months. 
With these completed according to the present 
design, and our two iron torpedo-boats now 
ready, our iron-clad fleet will be, for the pur- 
poses of defense at home, equal to any force lh»t 
can readily be lirought against it. 

Of our wooden navy also, cruisers of various 
sizes, lo the number of about forty, including 
those now in commission, are in the Atlantic, and 
could be ready for duty as fast as men could be 
enlisted for those not already in commission. Of 
, one-third are in effect new ships, and . 
though some of the remainder need considerable 

rs to their boilers and machinery, tliey all 

:>r can readily be made, effective. * * 
lis constitutes a fleet of more than fifty war- 
ships, of which fifteen are iron-clad, now in hand 
on the Atlantic coast. * » » » 

It would, in my opinion, be wise at once to 
afford sufficient means for the immediate com- 
pletion of the five double-turreted monitors now 
undei^oingrepairs, which must otherwise advance 
slowly, and only as money can be spared from 
current expenses. Supplemented by these, our 
Navy, armed with the destructive weapons of 
modem warfare, manned by our seamen, and in 
charge of our instructed officers, will present a 
force powerful for the home purposes of a re. 
sponsible though peaceful nation. 

The report of the Postmaster. General, here- 
with transmitted, gives a full history of the work- 
ings of the Department for the year just passed. 
It will be observed that the deficiency to be sup- 
plied from the General Treasury increased over 
the amount required for the preceding year. In 
a country so vast in area as the United States, 
with lai^e portions sparsely settled, it must be 
expected that this important service will be more 
or less a burden upon the Treasury for many 
years to Come. But there is no branch of the 
public service which interests the whole people 
more than that of cheap and rapid transmission 
of the mails to every inhabited part of our terri- 
tory. Next to the free school, the post-office is the 
great educator of the people, and it may well re- 
ceive the support of the General Government * 

The steady growth and increase of the business 
of the Patent-Office indicates, in some measure, 
the progress of the industrial activity of the coun- 
try. 'Uis receipts of the Office are in excess of 
its expenditures, and the Office generally is in a 
prosperous and satisfactory condition. 

The report of the General Land-Office shows 
that there were 2,4119,601 acres less disposed of 
during this than during (he last year. More 
than one-half of this decrease was in lands dis- 
posed of imder the homestead and timber-culture 
laws. The cause of this decrease is supposed to 
be found in the grasshopper scourge and the 
droughts which prevdled so extensively in some 
of the frontier States and Territories during ihat 
time as to discourage and deter entries by actual 
settlers. The cash receipts were less, by S690,- 
322.23 than during the preceding year. 
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The entire surveyed area of lie public domain 
is 680,253,094 acres, of which 26,077,531 acres 
were surveyed durit^ the pastyear,leavmE ',iS4r 
47l,762.acresstill imsurveyed. * » * 

The number of pensioners stili continnes to de- 
crease, the highest numlier having been reached 
during the year ending June 30, 1873. During 
the lasl year, 11,557 names were added io the 
rolls, and 12,977 were dropped (herefrom, show- 
ing a net decrease of 1,420, But while the num- 
ber of pensioners has decreased, the annual 
amount due on the pension-rolls has increased 
844,733. 13. This is caused by the greatly in- 
creased average rate of pensions, which, by the 
liljcral legislation of Congress, has increased 
from S90.26 in 1872 to 8103.9I in 1S75 to each 
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')f fifteen per cent, in the three years. During 
the year ending June 30, 1875, there was paid on 
account of pensions, including tlie expenses of 
disbursement, $29,683,116, being $910,632 less 
than was paid the preceding year. This reduc- 
tion in amount of expenditures was produced by 
the deaease in the amount of arrearages due on 
allowed claims, and on pensions, the rate of 
which was increased by the legislation of the pre- 
ceding session of Congress. At the close of the 
last iiscal year there were on the pension rolls 
234,821 persons, of whom 210,363 were Army 
pensioners, 105,478 being invalids and 104,885 
widows and dependent relatives; 3,420 were 
Navy pensioners, of whom 1,636 were invalids 
and 1,784 widows and dependent relatives; 21,- 
03S were pensioners of the war of 1S12, 15,875 
of whom were siuvivors and 5,163 were widows. 

It is estimated that Szg, 535,000 will be re- 
quired for the payment of pensions for the nest 
fiscal year, an amount 8965,000 less than the es- 
timate for the present year. 

The method for the treatment of the Indians, 
adopted at the begianiug of my firs! term, has 
been steadily pursued, and with satisfactory and 
encouraging results. It has been productive of 
evident improvement in the condition of thai 
race, and will be continued, with only such mod- 
ifications as further experience may indicate to 

In nearly every annoal messi^e that I have had 
the lienor of traosniitting to Congress, I have 
called attention to the anomalous, not to say scan- 
dalous, condition of affairs existing hi the Tari- 
tory of Utah, and have asked for definite legis- 
lation to correct it. Thai polygamy shoidd exist 



in a free, enlightened and Christian country, 
without the power to punish so Bagrant a crime 
against decency and morality, seems preposterous. 
True, there is no law to sustam this unnatural 
vice, but what is needed is 



;, and at the same time to fix the 
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children, the offspring of this system, 
and of the possibly innocent plural wives. But, 
as an institution, polygamy should be banished 
from (he land. 

While this is being done, I invite the attention 
of Congress to another, though perhaps no less an 
evil, the importation of Chinese women, but few 
of whom are brought to our shores to pursue 
honorable or useful occupations. 

As this will be the last annual message which 
I shall hav£ the honor of transmitting to Congress 
before my successor is chosen, I will repeat 
or recapitulate the questions which I deem of 
vital importance, which tnay be legislated upon 
and settled at this session : 

First. That the States shall be required to af- 
ford the opportunity of 1 good common-school 
education to every child within their limits. 

Second. No sectarian tenets shall ever be 
taught in any school supported in whole or in 
part by the State, nation, or by the proceeds of 
any tax levied upon any community. Make edu- 
cation compulsory, so lar as to deprive all persons 
who cannot read and write from becoming voters 
after the year 1890, disfranchising none, how- 
ever, on grounds of illiteracy who may be voters 
at the lime this amendment takes effect. 

Third. Declare church and state forever sepa- 
rate and distinct, but each free within their 
proper spheres ; and that all church properly shall 
bear its own proportion of taxation. 

Fourth. Drive out licensed immorality, such as 
polygamy and the importation of women for ille- 
gili male purposes. To recur again to the centen- 
nial year, it would seem as though now, as we 
are about to b^in the second century of our 
nMional existence, would be a most fitting time 
for these reforms. 

Fifth, Enact such laws as will insure a speedy 
return to a sound currency, such as will command 
the respect of the world. 

Believing that these views will commend 
themselves to the great majority of the right- 
I thinking and patriotic citizens of the United 
States, I submit the rest to Congress. 

U- S, Grant. 

Executive Mansion, Decetrwer 7, 1875. 
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Proclatnatiou Eequlrin^ Certain Disor- 
derly Feraous in LoRiaiana to Disperse, 
September IStli, 1871. 

By Ibt President of the United Slates of America. 



Whereas it has been satisfactorily represented 
me that turbulent and disorderly persons have 
irabined together with force and arms to over- 



throw Ihe Stite government of Louisiana, and to 
resist the laws and constituted authorities of said 
State; and 

Whereas it is povided in the Constitution of 
the United States that the United States shall pro- 
tect every State in this Union, on application of 
the Legislature, or of the Executive, when the 
Legislature cannot be convened, against domestic 
violence; and 
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Whereasit is provided in the laws of the United 
Slates thai, iti all cases of insutreciion in any 
Stale, or of obslriiction lo the laws thereof, it shall 
Le lawful for the President of the United States, 
on ^plication of the Legislature of such Stale, or 
of the Executive when the Legislature cannot be 
convened, to call forth the militia of any other 
State or Slates, or to employ anch part of the 
lan-i !?,'.■ naval forces as shall be judged necessary 
f( 3 the unrpose of suppressing such insurrection 
or causing the laws to be duly executed ; and 

Whereas the Legislature of said State is not 
now in session and cannot be convened in time 
to meet the present emergency, and the Execu- 
tive of said State, under section 4 of article IV. 
of the Constitution of the United States and the 
laws passed in pursuance thereof, has therefore 
made application to me for such part of the mili- 
tary force of the United States as may be neces- 
sary and adequate to protect said State and the 
citizens thereof against domestic violence, and lo 
enforce the due execution of the laws ; and 

Whereas it is required that, whenever it may 
tie necessary, in the judgment of the President, to 
use the military force for the purpose aforesaid, 
he shall forthwith hy prociamation command such 
insui^ents to disperse and retire peaceably to 
their respective homes within a limited time : 

Now, therefore, I, Ui,Vssks S. Grant, Presi- 
dent of the United States, do hereby make proc- 
lamation, and command said turbulent and dis- 
orderly persons to disperse and retire peaceably 
to their respective abodes within five days from 
this date, and hereafter to submit themselves tc 
the laws and constituted authorities of said State ; 
and 1 involte the aid and co-operation of all goot 
citizens thaceof to uphold law and preserve Ihf 
public peace. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set mj 
hand, and caused the seal of the United States t< 
be afhxed. 

Done at the city of Washington this fifteenth 

day of September, in the year of our 

[seal.] Lord eighteen hundred and seventy-four, 

and of the Independence of the United 

Stales the ninety- ninth. 

U. S. Grant. 

By ihe President ; 

Hamilton Fish, Secretary of Slate. 

Procliiination relatiye to Foreigners hold- 
fug Reitl Estate in the Ottoman l^mpire. 
October 2901, 18J4. 

Whereas, pursuant to the second section of the 
act of Congress approved the 23d of March last, 
entitled "An Act to authorize the President to 
accept for citizens of the United States the juris- 
diction of certain trihtmals.in the Ottoman domin- 
ions and Egypt, established or to he established 
under the authority of the Sublime Porte and of 
the government of Egypt," the Resident is 
authorized, for the lienefit of American citizens 
residing in the Turkish dominions, to accept the 
recent Taw of the Ottoman Porte ceding the right 
of foreigners possessing immovable property in 
said dominions : 

And whereas, pursuant to the authority thus 
in me vested, I have authorized Geokge H. 
BOKER, accredited as Minister Resident of the 



United States to the Ottoman Porte, lo sign, on 

behalf of this Government, Ihe Protocol aceept- 

^ the law aforesaid of the said Ottoman Porte, 

which Protocol and Law are, word for word, 

follows : 

[Translation.} 
The United States of America and His Majesty 
the Sultan being desirous to establish by a specif 
;t the agreement entered upon between them 
:garding the admission of American citizens to 
Ihe right of holding real estate granted to foreign- 
ers by the law promulgated on the 7th of Sepher, 
1284, (January 18th, 1867,) have authorized: 

The President of the United States of America, 
George H. Boker, Minister Resident of the 
United States of America near the Sublune Porte, 

His Imperial Majesty the Sultan, His Excel- 
lency A. Aarifi Pasha, His Minister of Foreign 
Affeirs, to sign the Protocol which follows ; 



The law granting foreigners the right of hold- 
ing real estate does not interfere with the immu- 
nities specified by the treaties, and which will 
continue to protect the person and the movable 
property of foreigners who may become owners 
of real estate. 

As the exercise of this right of possessing real 
property may induce foreigners to establish them- 
selves in larger numliers in the Ottoman Empire, 
the Imperial government thinlis it proper to an- 
ticipate and to prevent the difficulties to which 
the application of this law may give rise in cer- 
tain localities. Such is the object of the ar- 
rangements which follow. 

The domicile of any person residing upon the 
Ottoman soil being inviolable, and as no one can 
enter it without the consent of the owner, except 
by virtue of orders emanating from competent 
authority, and with the assistance of the magis- 
Irale or fnnctionary invested with the necessary 
powers, the residence of foreigners is inviolable 
on the same principle, in conformity with the 
treaties, and the agents of the public force can- 
not enter it without the assistance of the consul 
or of the delegate of the consul of the Power on 
which the foreigner depends. 

By residence we understand the house of in- 
habitation and its dependencies : that is to say, 
the out-houses, courts, gardens, and neighboring 
enclosures, to the excltision of all other parts of 
the property. 

In the localities distant by less than nine hours' 
journey from the consular residence, the agents 
of the public force cannot enter the residence of 
a foreigner without the assistance of a consul, as ' 
was before said. 

On his part the consul is bound to give his 
immediate assistance to the local authority, so ns 
not to let six hours elapse between the moment 
which he may be infotmed and the moment of 
his departure, or the departure of his delegate, so 
that Ihe action of the authorities may never be 
suspended more than twenty-four hours. 

In the localities distant l^ nine hours or more 
than nine hours of travel from the residence ol 
the consular agent, the agents of the public force 
may, on the request of the local authority, and 
with the assistance of three members of the 
Council of the Elders of the Commune, enter 
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inio the residence of a foreigner, witliout being 
assisted by the consular agent, but only in case 
of urgency, and for Ihe search and the proof of 
the crime of murder, of attempt at murder, of in- 
cendiarism, of armed robbery either with infrac- 
tion or by night in an inhabited house, of armed 
rebellion, and of the fabrication of counterfeit 
money ; and this entry may be made whether the 
crime mas committed by a foreigner or by an Ot- 
toman subject, and whether it took place in the 
residence of a foreigner or not in his residence, 
or in any other place. 

These regalations are not applicable but to the 
parts of the real estate which constitute the resi- 
dence, as it has been heretofore defined. 

Beyond the residence, the action of the police 
shall be exercised freely and without reserve; 
but in case a person charged with crime or of- 
fence should be arrested, and the acensed shall 
be a foreigner, the immunities attached to his 
person shall be observed in respect to him. 

The functionary or the officer charged with the 
accomplishment of a domiciliary' visit, in the ex- 
ceptional drcumstances determined before, and 
the members of the Council of Elders who shall 
assist him, will be obliged to make out a froch- 
virbal of the domiciliary visit, and to communi- 
cate it immediately to the superior authority un- 
der whose jurisdiction they are, and the latter 
shall transmit it to the nearest consular agent, 
without delay. 

A special regulation will be promulgated by 
the Sublime Poite, to delermine the mode of ac- 
tion of the local police in the several cases pro- 
vided heretofore. 

In iocajiiies more distant than nine hours' 
travel from the residence of the consular agent, 
in which the law of the judicial organization of 
the Veiayet may be in force, foreigners shall be 
tried without the assistance of the consular dele- 
gate W the Council of Elders futfilline the func- 
tion of justices of the peace, and by Ae tribunal 
of the canton, as well for actions not exceeding 
one thousand piastres as for offences entailing 
a fine of five hundred piastres only at the inaxi- 

Foreigners shall have, in any case, the right of 
appeal to the tribunal of the arrondissement 
against the judgments issued as above stated, and 
the appeal shall be followed and judged with the 
assistance of the consul, in conformity with the 
Ireaties. 

The appeal shall always suspend the execution 
of a sentence. 

In all cases the forcible execution of the judg- 
ments, issued on the conditions determined here- 
tofore, shall not take place without the coSpi 
tion of the consul or of his delegate. 

The Imperial government will enact a 1 
which shall determine the rules of procedure to 
be oLiserved by the parties, in the application of 
the preceding regulations. 

Foreigners, in whatever locality they may be, 
may freely submit themselves to the jurisdiction 
of the Council of Elders or of the tribunal of the 
canton, without the assistance of the consul, in 
cases which do not exceed the competency of 
these councils or tribunals, reserving always the 
right of appeal before the tribunal of the a 



.e consent of a foreigner to be tried as above 
slated, without the assistance of his consul, shall 
always be given in writing, and in advance of all 
procedure. 

It is well understood that all these restrictions 
do not concern cases which have for their object 
ions of real estate, which shall be tried and 
determined under the conditions established by 

The right of defense and the publicity of the 

tarings shall be assured in all cases to foreign- 

3 who may appear before the Ottoman tribu- 

ils, as well as to Ottoman subjects. 

The preceding dispositions shall remain in 

force until the revision of the ancient treaties, 

ision which the Sublime Porte reserves to 

itself the tight to bring about hereafter by an 

understanding between it and the friendly Pow- 

witness whereof the respective plenlpoten- 
s have signed the Protocol, and have afiixed 
thereto their seals. 

Done at Constantinople the eleventh of Au- 
gust, one thousand eight hundred and seventy 
four. (Signed:) A. Aarifi. [l. s.] 

(Signed:) Geo. H. Boker. [l.s.] 
[Translation.] 
Law conciding to foreigners the right of holding 

real estate in the Oltoman Empire 
Imperial Rescript. — Let it be done in conformity 

with the contents. 7 Sepher, 1384, (January 

18, 1867.) 

With the object of developing the prosperity 
of the country, to put an end to the difficulties, 
to the abuses, and to the uncertainties which 
have arisen on the subject of the right of foreign 
ers to hold property in the Ottoman Empire, and 
to complete, in accordance with a precise regu- 
lation, the safeguards which are due to financial 
interests and to administrative action, the follow- 
ing legislative enactments have been promul- 
gated by the order of His Imperial Majesty, (he 
Sultan; 

Art. I. Foreigners are admitted, by the same 
privilege as Ottoman subjects, and without any 
other restriction, to enjoy the right of holding 
real estate, whether in the dty or the country, 
throughout the empire, with the exception of the 
province of the Hidjaz, by submitting themselves 
to the laws and the regulations which govern 
Ottoman subjects, as is hereafter stated. 

This arrangement does not concern subjects of 
Oltoman birth who have changed their national- 
ity, who shall be governed in this matter by 3. 
special law. 

Art. II. Foreigners, proprietors of teal es- 
tate, in town or in country, are in consequence 
placed upon terms of equality with Ottoman sub- 
jects in all things that concern their landed pro- 
perty. 

The legal effect of this equality is— 

1st. To oblige them to conform to all the laws 
and regulations of the police or of the munici- 
pality which govern at present or may govern 
hereafter the enjoyment, the transmission, the 
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alienafion, and the hypothecation of landed pro- 
perty. 

zd. To pay all chaiges and taxes under what- 
ever form or denomination Ihey may be, that are 
levied, or may be levied hereafter, upon city or 
country property, 

3d, To render them directly amenable to the 
Ottoman civil tribunals in all questions relating to 
landed property, and in all real actions, whether 
BS plaintiffe or as defendants, even when either 
party is a foreigner. In short, they are in all 
things to hold real estate by the same title, on the 
same condition, and under the same forms as 
Ottoman owners, and without being able to avail 
themselves of their personal nationality, except 
onder the reserve of the immunities attached to 
their peraons and their movable goods, according 
to the treaties. 

Art. III. In case of the bankruptcy of a for- 
eigner possessing rea! estate, the assignees of the 
bankrupt may apply to the authorities and to the 
Ottoman civil tribunes, requiring the sale of the 
Teal estate possessed by the bankrupt, and which 
by its nature and according to law Is responsible 
for (he debts of the owner. 

The same course shall be followed when a for- 
eigner shall have obtained against another for- 
eigner owning real estate a judgment of condem- 
nation before a foreign tribunal. 

For the execution of this judgment against the 
reai estate of his debtor, he shall apply to the 
competent Ottoman authorities, in order to obtain 
the sate of (hat real estate, which is responsible 
for (he debts of the owner ; and this judgment 
shall be executed fay the Ottoman authorities and 
tribunals only after they have decided that the 
real estate of which the sale is required really be- 
longs to the category of that properly which may 
be sold for the payment of debt. 

Art, IV, Foreigners have the privilege to dis- 
pose, by donation or by testament, of that real 
estate of which such disposition is permitted by 

As to that Teal 'estate of which they may not 
have disposed, or of which the law does not per- 
mit them to dispose by gift or testament, its suc- 
cession shall be governed in accordance with 
Ottoman law. 

Art. V. All foreigners shall enjoy the privi- 
leges of the present law, as soon as the Powers on 
which they depend shall agree to the arrange- 
ments proposed by the Sublime Porte for the 
exercise ol^the right to hold real estate. 

Now, therefore, be it known that I, Ulysses S, 
Grant, President of the United Slates of America, 
have caused the said Protocol and Law to be 
made public for the information and guidance of 
citizens of the United States. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 
hand, and caused the seal of the United States to 
be affixed. 

Done at the city of Washington this twenty- 
ninth day of October, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
sevenly-four, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the ninety- 
ninth. 
% the President; U, S, Grant, 

Hamilton Fisk, Semiary 0/ S/a/t. 



Froclainntion Commanding the Disperslou 
of all Disorderly and Turbulent Per- 
sons in Warren County, i)Iississipiii, 
December Slat, 1874. 

S_y the Ptesidml of tki United States of America. 



[SEAL,] 



Whereas, it is provided in the Consdtution of 
the United States that the United States shall pro- 
tect every State in the Union, on application of 
the Legislature, or of the Executive {when the 
' Egislature cannot be convened), against domestic 

Whereas, it is provided by the laws of the 
United States that, in all cases of insurrection in 
my State, or of oljstruction to the laws thereof, it 
shall be lawful for the President of the United 
States, on application of the Legislature of such 
State, or of the Executive (when the Legislature 
cannot be convened), to call forth the militia of 
any other State or States, or to employ such part 
of the land and naval force as shall be judged 
necessary for the purpose of suppressing sucli in- 
surrection, or of causing the laws to be duly exe- 
cuted; and 

Whereas, the Legislature of the State of Missis- 
sippi, now in session, have represented to me, in 
a concurrent resolution of that body, that several 
of the legally elected officers of Warren county, 
in said State, are prevented from executing the 
duties of Iheir respective ofBces by force and vio- 
' ':; (hat the public buildings and records of 
county have been taken into the possession 
of, and are now held l^, lawless and unaulhoriied 
persons ; that many peaceable citizens of said 
county have been killed, and others have been 
compelled to abandon, and remain away from, 
their homes and families ; (hat illegal and riotous 
seizures and imprisonments have been made by 
such lawless persons ; and, further, that a large 
number of armed men from adjacent States have 
invaded Mississippi to aid such lawless persons, 
and are still ready to give ,lhem such aid ; and 

Whereas, it is further represented, as aforesaid, 
by said Legislature, that the courts of said county 
cannot be held, and that the Governor of said 
State has no sufficient force at his command to 
execute the laws thereof in said county and sup- 
press said violence, without causing a conflict of 
races and endangering life .and^property to an 
alarming extent ; and 

Whereas, the said Legislature, as aforesaid, 
have made application to me for such part of the 
military force of the United Stales as may be ne- 
cessary and adequate to protect said State and 
the citizens thereof agidnst the domestic violence 
hereinbefore mentioned, and to enforce the due 
execution of the laws ; and 

Whereas, the laws of the United Stales require 
that, whenever it may be necessary, in the judg- 
ment of Ihe President, to use the military force 
for ihe purposes aforesaid, he shall forthwith, by 
proclamalion, command such insurgents to dis- 
perse and retire peaceably to their respective 
abodes within a limited time. 

Now, therefore, I, Ulysses S. Grant, President 
of the United States, do hereby command said 
disorderly and turbulent peisons to disperse and 
.retire peaceably to their respective abodes within 
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five days from the date hereof; and that they 
frain from forcible resistance to the laws, i 
submit themselves peaceably to the lawful auChni 
ities of said county and State. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set n 
hand and caused the seal of the United States 
be atlixed. 

Done at the City of Washington, this twenl 

lirst day of December, in the year of o 

[L.S] Lord, eighteen hundred and seventy- fot 

and of the Inde(>endenee of the Uniti 

States, the ninety-ninth. 

By the President ; U. S. GRANT. 

Hamilton Fish, Sscritary of Stale. 






Cf Til Serriee Extended, August 81, 1874. 
Execntivc Order, No. 4. 

[OfSeial.] 

It appearing to me, from their trial at Wash- 
mgton and at the city of New York, that the 
further extension of the civil-service rules will 
promote the efficiency of the public service, it is 
ordered that such rules be, and they are hereby, 
extended to the several Federal offices at the city 
ana m llie customs district of Boston, and that the 
proper measures be taken for carrying this order 
into effect. 

AiigHst 31, 1S74. U. S. Grant. 

[See allusion to "Civil Service Reform" in 
his Sixth Annual Message p. 54.] 



By the President o/lht United States of Ann 



Whereas: By the eighth section of the act of 
Congress, entitled "An Act for the creation of a 
Court for the adjudication and disposition of cer- 
tain moneys received into the Treasury under 
an award made by the tribunal of Arbitration, 



constituted by virtue of the first article of the 
treaty concladed at Washington, the 8th of May, 
Anno Domini, eighteen bnndred and seventy-one, 
between ttie United States of America and the 
Queen of Great Britam, approved June 23, eigh- 
teen hundred and seventy-four, it is provided that 
the judges of the court created by Uiis act shall 
convene, in the city of Washington, as soon as 
convenient after their appointment ; and the said 
court shall exist for one year from the date of its 
fii-st convening and oi^niiing ; and should it be 
found impracticable (0 complete the work of the 
said court before the expiration of the said one 
year, the President may by proclamation extend 
the time of the duration thereof to a period of not 
more than six months beyond the expiration of 
the said one year ; and in such case all (he pro- 
visions of this act shall be taken and held to be 
the same as though the continuance of the sidd 
court had been originally fixed by this act at the 
limit to which it may be thus extendedi" and 

Whereas, It has been made satisfactorily to 
appear to me that the said court convened on the 
2iA of July, 1874, and that a large portion of the 
biiMneas of said court still remains undisposed of, 
and that it is found impracticable to complete the 
work of the said court before the expiration of the 
said year from its first convening and organizing. 

Now, therefore, be it known that I, Ulysses 5. 
Grant, President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by the 
provisions of the said eighth section of the act of 
Congress aforesaid, do hereby extend the time . 
of the duration of said court of commissioners of 
Alabama claims for a period of six months after 
the 22d day of July, A. D., 1875. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto signed 
my name, and have caused the seal of the United 
States to be afiixed. 

Done at the city of Washington, this 2d day of 
June, A. D., 1875, and of the Independence of 
the United States, the ninety-ninth. 

By the President 1 U. S. Gbant. 

HAHII.TON Fish, Secretary of State. 



VIII. 

JUDICIAL DECISIOHS AKD OPINIOSS-SATIONAl 
AND STATE, 



The Kentucky Case under tlie Enforcement 
Act of 1870. 



No. 145,— October Tev 



dallhew 



ofKeDI 



Mr. Chief Justice Waite delivered the opinion 
of the Court. 

This case comes here hy reason of a division 
of opinion between the judges of the circuit 
court in the district of Keiitucliy. It presents an 



indictmetit conlaining four counts, under sections 
3 and 4 of the act of May 31,1870,* (16 Slat., 
140,) against two of the inspectors of a munici- 
pal election in the State of Kentucky, for refus- 
ing to receive and count at such election the vote 
of William Garner, a ciliien of the United States 
of African descent. All the questions presented 
by the certificate of division arose upon general 
demurrers to the several counts of the indict- 



..A_,OOglC 



JUDICIAL OPINIONS AHD DECISIONS. 



After this concession, the principal question 
left for consideration is, whether the act under 
which the indictment is found can be mode ef- 
fective for the punishment of inspectors of elec- 
tions who refuse to receive and count the votes 
of citizens of the United States, having all the 
qualifications of voters, because of their race, 
color, or previous condition of servitude. 

If Congress has not declared an act done 
within a. State to be a crime against the United 
States, the courts have no power to treat it as 
such. (U. S. vs. HuSson, 7 Cranch, 32.) It is 
not claimed that there is any statute which can 
reach this case, unless it be ihe one in question. 
Looking, (hen, to this statute, we find that its 
first section provides that all citizens of the Uni- 
ted States, who are or shall be otherwise quali- 
fied by law to vote at any election, etc., shall be 
entitled and allowed to vote thereat, without dis- 
tinction of race, color, or previous condition of 
servitade, any constitution, etc., of the Slate to 
the contrary notwithstanding. This simply de- 
clares a right without providing a punishment 
for its violation. 

The second section provides for the punish- 
ment of any officer charged with the duty of fur- 
nishing to citizens an opportunity to perform any 
act which by the constitution or laws of any State 
is rnade a prerequisite or quaiifieation of voting, 
who shall omit to give all citizens of the United 
States the same and equal opportunity to perform 
such prerequisite and become qualified on account 
of the race, color, or previous condition of servi- 
tude of the applicant. This does not apply to 
or include the inspectors of an election, whose 
only duty it is to receive and count the votes of 
citizens designated by law as voters, who have 
already become qualified to vote at the election. ^ 
The third section is to the effect that whenever, 
by or under the constitution or laws of any State, 
etc., any act is or shall be required to be done 
by any citizen as a prerequisite to qualify or en- 
title him to vote, the offer of such citizen to per- 
form the act required to be done, "as aforesaid," 
shall, if it fail to be carried into execution by 
reason of the wrongful act or omission " afore- 
said" of the person or officer charged with the 
duty of receiving or permitting such performance 
or offer to perform, or acting thereon, be deemed 
and held as a performance in law of such act; 
and Ihe person so offering and failing as afore- 
said, and being otherwise qualified, shall be en- 
^tled to vote in the same manner and to the same 
extent as if he had in fact performed such act; 
and any judge, inspector, or other officer of elec- 

give effect to the vote of any such citizen, who 
shall wrongfully refuse or omit to receive, count, 
etc., the vote of such citizen, upon the presenta- 
tion by him of his affidavit staling such offer, and 
the time and place thereof, and the name of the 
person or officer whose duty it was to act thereon, 
and that he was wrongfully prevented by such 
person or officer from performing such act, shall 
for every such offense forfeit and pay, etc. 

The fourth section provides for the punishment 
of any person who shall by force, bribery, threats, 



[nidation, or other unlawful means, hinder, 
ly, etc., or shall combine with others to hin- 
der, delay, prevent, or obstruct any citizen from 
doing any act required to be done to qualify him 
vote or from vodng at any election. 
The second count in the indictment is based 
upon the fourth section of this act, and the fourth 
upon the third section. 

Rights and immunities created by or dependent 
upon the Constitution of the United States can be 
■:ected by Congress. The form and the man- 
of the protection may be such as Congress, in 
the legitimate exercise of its legislative discretion, 
shall provide. These may be varied to meet the 
scessities of the pardcular right to be protected. 
The fifteenth amendment does not confer the 
right of suffrage upon any one. It prevents the 
States, or the United States, however, from giv- 
ing preference, in this particular, to one citizen 
of the United States over another, on account of 
color, or previous condition of servitude. 
Before its adoption (his could be done. It was as 
much within the.power of a Slate to exclude cili- 
of the United States from voting on account 
ce, etc., as it was on account of age, property, 
lucation. Now it is not If citizens of one 
having certain qualifications are permitted 
iw to vote, those of another having the same 
qualifications must be. Previous (o this amend- 

' there was no constitutional guaranty against 

liscrimination. Now there is. It follows 
that the amendment has invested the citizens of 
(he United States with a new constitutional right 
which is in the protecting power of Congress, 
That right is exemption from discrimination in 
ercise of the elective franchise, on account 
;, color, or previous condition of servitude. 
This, under the express provisions of the second 
section of the amendment, Congiess may enforce 
by " appropriate legislation." 

This leads us to enquire whether the act now 
under consideration is " appropriate legislation " 
for that purpose. The power of Congress to 
legislate at all upon the subject of voting at State 
electiims, rests upon this amendment. The effect 
of article I., section 4, of the Constitution in re- 
spect to elections for senators and representatives 
is not now under consideration. It has not been 
contended, nor can it be, that the amendment 
confers authority to impose penaltie f ry 

wrongful refusal to receive the vote of q 1 fi d 
elector at State elections. It is only h h 
wrongful refusal at such an election is b ta f 
race, color, or previous condition of d 

that Congress can interfere and pro d f Is 
punishment. If, therefore, the third d f h 
sections of the act are beyond that lim th y ar 
unauthorized. 

The third section does not in express terms 
limit (he offense of an inspector of elections, for 
which the punishment is provided, to a wrongful 
discrimination on account of race, etc. This is 
conceded, but, it is urged, that when this section 
is construed with those which precede il, and to 
which, as is claimed, it refers, it is so limited. 
The ailment is tlrat the only wrongful act on 
the part of the officer whose duty it is to receive 
or permit the requisite qualification, which can 
dispense with actual qualification under the State 
I laws, and substitute the prescribed affidavit there- 
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tor, is that mentioned and prohibited in Eeclion 2, 
to wit ; discrimination oil account of race, etc., 
ftnd that consequentlj' section 3 is confined in its 
(^eration to the same wrongful discrimination. 

This is a penal slalnfe and must be construed 
strictly; not so strictly, indeed, as to defeat the 
%lear intention of Congress, but the words em- 
ployed must be understood in the sense they were 
obviously used. (U. S. vs. Wiltbft-ger, 5 Wheat., 
S^.) If, taking the Whole statute together, it is 
u^rent that it was not the intention of Congress 
Chus to limit Ihe operation of the act, we cannot 
■give It that effea. 

The statute contemplates a most iroportaiit 
change in the election laws. Previous lo its 
adoption, the States, as a general rule, regulated 
in their own way all the details of all elections. 
They prescritied the qualifications of voters and 
the manner in which those offering to vote at an 
election should make known their qnalifications 
ISO Ihe ofiiceis in charge. This att interferes with 
■ftis i«actice and prescribes rules not provided by 
the &WS of the States. It substitutes, under cer- 
■taitt circumstances, performance wrongfully pre- 
vented for performance itself. If the elector 
taakes and presents his affidavit in the form and 
to the effect prescribed, the inspectors are to treat 
this as the equivalent of the specified requirement 
6f the State law. This is a radical change in the 

{ractice, and the statute which creates it should 
e explicit in its terms. Nothing should be left 
to construction if it can be avoided. The law 
ought not to be in such a condition that the elec- 
tor may act upon one idea of its meaning and the 
inspector upon another. 

The elector, under the provisions of the statute, 
is only required to state in his affidavit that he 
'has been wrongfully prevented by the officer 
ftom qualifying. There are no words of limita- 
tion in this part of the section. In a case like 
thia, if an affidavit is in the language of the slat- 
^ite, il oiigbt to be sufficient bodi for the voter 
jlnd the Inspector, Laws which prohibit The 
doing of things and provide a punishment for 
their vidlation shonld have no double meaning. 
A citizen should not unnecessarily be placed 
(vKere, byan honest error in the construction of 
» -penal statute, he may be subjected to a prose- 
cntidn for a false oath, and an inspector of elec- 
tions shduld not be put in jeopardy because he, 
"Wfh equal honesty, entertains an Opposite opin- 
■i(jh. If this statute limits the wron^actwhich 
■*ria jnstify the affidavit to discrimination on ac- 
oifunt of race, etc, then a citiieh who makes an 
.iiffidavit that he has been wrongfully prevented 
tiy tlie officer, which is true in the ordinary sense 
ef thafterm, subjects himself to indictment and 
trial, if not to conviction, because It is not true 
thathe has been prevented by such a wrongful 
act as the statute contemplated; and if there is 
'no such limitation, but any wrongful act of ex- 
iJusioh will, justify the affidavit and give the right 
[to^ Vote -without the actual performance of the 
yrferequisite, then Ihe inspector who rejects the 
vote because He reads the law in its limited seiise 
^nd thinks it is confined to a wrongful discrimi- 
Bktion oh account of race, etc., subjects himself 
^•prisricution, if hot to punishment, because he 
■ite' misconstrued the l^w. Penal Statutes ought 
liOt to'be expressed in langiitige so tlncertain. If 



the legislature: undertakes to define, by statute, a 
new offense and provide for its punishment, it 
should express its will in language that need not 
deceive the common mind. Every man should 
be able to know with certainty when he is cotn- 

But when we go beyond the third secdon an'd 
read the fonnh ite find there no words of limita- 
tion, or reference, even, that can be construed as 
manifesting any intention to confine its provis- 
ions to the terms of the fifteenth amendment. 
That section has for its object the punishment of 
all persons who, by force, bribery, etc., hinder, 
delay, etc., any person from qualifying or voting. 
In view of all these facts we feel compelled lo 
say that in our opinion the language of the third 
and fourth sections does not confine their opera- 
tion to unlawful discriminations on account cJ 
race, etc. If Congress had Ihe power lo provide 
generally for the punishment of those who ini' 
lawfully interfere to prevent the exercise of the 
etective franchise without regard to such discrim- 
ination, the language of these sections would be 
broad enough for that purpose, 

It remains now to consider whether a statute, 
so e;enerai as this in its provisions, can be mada 
available for the punishment of those who m^ 
be guilty of unlawful discrimination against dti- 
zens of the United States, while exercising the 
elective franchise, on acconnt of their race, etc. 

There is no alttempt in the sections now under 
consideration to provide specifically for such ah 
offense. If the case is provided for at all, it is 
because it comes under the 'general prbhibitidh 
against any wrongful act or unlawful obstruction 
in this paiticular. We are, therefore, direct^ 
called upon to decide whether a penal statute en- 
acted by Congress^ with its limited powers, which 
provides in general language broad enough to 
cover wrongful acts wilhont as well as within the 
' jurisdiction, can be limited by judi. 



ke it operate 6nly 
that which Congress may rightfully prohiwt 



and punish. For this purpose we must take th«Se 
sections of the statiite as they are. We are ndt 
able to reject a part Which is unconstitutional and 
retain the remaind^, because it is not possible to 
separate that which is unconstitutional, If there be 
any such, ftom that which is not. The proposed 
effect is not to be attained by striking out or dis- 
regarding words that are in the section, biif by ih- 
sertiog those that are not now there. Each of the 
sections must stand as a whole or fall altogether, 
plain. ■Hiere is no room for 
unlessitbeastothe effect of the Con- 
stitution. The question, then, to be deleriniiidd 
is, whether we can introduce words of limitation 
into a penal statute so as to make it specific, 
when, as expressed, it is general only. 

It would certainly be dangerous if the legisla- 
ture could set a net la:ge tnoiigh to caldi alL 
possible offenders, and leave it to the courlsto 
step inside and say who could -be rightfully de- 
tained and who should be set at large. This 
would, to some extent, substitute the judicial for 
the l^islative department of the government. 
The courts enforce the legislative will when a; 
certained, if within the constitutional grant 1^ 
power. Within 'its legitimate sphere. Congress 
IS supreme and beyOnd'the control of the moults. 
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but if it steps outside of its constitutional limita- 
tiona sind attempts that whicli is beyond its reach, 
the courts are authorized to, and when called 
qpoii in di)e course of legal proceedings must, 
annul its encroachment upon the reserved power 
of the states and the people. 
' To limit this statute in Ihe manner now asked 
for, would Ije to raake a new law, not to enforce 
aii old one. Thi^ is no part of our duty. 

We must, theiAire, decide that Congress has 
not as yet provided by " appropriate legislation " 
for the punishment or the offense charged in the 
indictment, and that the circuit court properly 
Eust^ned the demurrers and gave judgment for 
fl)e defendants. 

This mak«^ it unnecessary to answer any of the 
qther questions certified. Since the law which 
gives the presiding judge the casting vote in cases 
of division, and authorises a judgment in accord- 
ance with his opinion, (Rev. Stal., sec. 650,) if 
we lind tliat the judgment as rendered is correct, 
lye need not do more than affirm. If, however, 
ijre reverse, all questions certified, which may he 
considered in the final determination of the case 
qcpording to the opinion we express, should be 

" The judgment of the circuit court is affirmed, 

Mr. Justice Clifford concurred that the in- 
dictment is bad, but for reasons wideh- different 
from (hose assigned by the court. His opinion 
^vers eight printed pages, hot there is no sum- 
inary of his point; which compactly presents them. 
Mr. Justice Hunt dissented. The following 
are the points of his dissenting opinion : 

1. The I'qurth count of Ihe indictment charges 
in substance that the two defendants, inspectors 
of election, rejected the vote of Garner at a mu- 
nicipal election of the city of I.exington on ac- 
count of his race and color, he being a citizen of 
the United Slates of African descent and a quali- 
fied voter. 

2. The argument that the 3d and 4lh sections 
of the statute of May 30, 1870, (i6 Statutes, 140,) 
are invalid liecause they do not use the terms 
race or color, is not sound, for the reason that 
ihey are to be understood as having incorporated 
into them by reference by the use of the words 
',' as aforesaid " the words without distinction of 
race or color. Refusing a qualified vote by the 
"wrongful act aforesaid," means a wrongful act 

;, color, or previous condition 






itude. 



3. The right of voting secured by the I5tb 
amendment is to a particular class of persons, to 
wit, citizens of the Upited States, and not for any 
particular class of elections. IVherevf the right 
to vote exists in such a person, its denial or 
abridgi ment on account of race, color, or previous 
condition, at any election, national, State, or mu- 
liicipal, is forbidden by this amendment. 

4. A denial by the inspectors of a municipal 
election, on account of his race or color, of the 
right of a citizen of the IJnited States to vote at 
such election^ he being qualified in other respects, 
is a denial by the State within the 15th amend- 
ment; and this, although such denial is illegal 
and in violation of the statute of the State. The 
word "State" in this amendment includes the 
Sgendes and instruihentalities of the State. The 
Inspectors of elections are the agents of the State, 



having jurisdiction over the subject of receiving 
and rejecting votes and certifying the results of 
elections. Although Ihey act illegally and in ex- 
cess of authority, their certificates are conclusive 
and their acts are binding upon all parlies until 
vacated by judicial proceedings. For these pur- 
poses they are the Stale. 

5. It is competent to Congress to protect and 
secure this right, by providing for tlie punishment 
by fine and imprisonment of those who violate it. 
The power of enforeing the amendments is not 
limited to giving an appeal or writ of error to the 
United Slates courts from the erroneous decisions 
of the Slate courts made upon the subject. 

6. If an indictment contain counts that are 
good and counts that are bad, a judgment of 
guilty upon the whole indictment will be sus- 

7. In the present case the Judgment has been 
entered discharging the defenifcints from the 
whole indictment. As the indictment cont^ns 
some good counts this judgment is erroneous. It 
should be reversed and a trial upon the indict- 
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liam J. CruiliihaBk. 



I ism D. Irwi 



Mr, Chief Justice Waite delivered the opin 
ion of the Court. 

This case comes here with a certificate by the 
judges of the Circuit Court for the District of 
Louisiana that they were divided in opinion upon 
a question which occurred at the hearing. It 
presents for our consideration an indictment con- 
taining sixteen counts, divided into two series of 
eight counts each, based upon section 6 of Ihe 
enforcement act of May 31, 1870. That section 
follows : 



"That if two 01 






I shall band 



___ipire tog^er, or go in disguise upon the 
public highway, or npon the premises of another, 
with intent to violate any provision of this act, 
or to injure, oppress, threaten, or intimidate any 
citizen, with intent to prevent or hinder his free 
exercise and enjoyment of any right or privilege 
granted or secured to him by the Constitution or 
laws of the United States, or because of his hav- 
ing exereised the same, such person shall be held 
gnilty of felony, and, on eonvicdon thereof, shall 
be lined or imprisoned, or both, at the discretion 
of the court — Ihe fine not to exceed five thou- 
sand dollars, and the imprisonment not to ex- 
ceed ten years— and shall, moreover, be thereaf- 
ter ineligible to, and disabled from holding, any 
office or place of honor, profit, or trust created 
by the Constitution or laws of the United Slates." 
(16 Stat., 141.) 

The question certified arose upon a motion in 
arrest of judgment after a verdict of guilty gen- 
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erally upon the whole sixteen counts, ai 
staled to be whether "the said sixteen couiil 
said indictment are severally good and sufficient 
in law, and contain charges of criminal matter 
indictable under the laws of the United States." 

T le general charge in the first eight counts is 
thai of " banding," and in the second eight that of 
" C'jnspiring-" together to injure, oppress, threaten, 
and intimidate Levi Nelson and Alexander Till- 
man, citizens of the United States of African da- 
scent and persons of color, with the intent thereby 
to hinder and [B-event them in their free exercise 
and enjoyment of rights and privileges " granted 
and secured" to them " in common with all other 
good citizens of the United States by the Consd- 
tution and kws of the United States," 

The offences provided for by the statute ir 
question do not consist in the mere "banding' 
or "conspiring" of two or more peisons together 
hut in their banding or conspiring with the intern 
or for any of the purposes specified. To bring 
this case under the operation of the statute, there- 
fore, it must appear that the right, the enjoyment 
of which the conspnrators intended to hinder or 
prevent, was one granted or secured by the Con- 
stitiKion or laws of the United States. If it does 
not so appear, the criminal matter charged has 
not been made indictable by any act of Congress. 

We have in our political system a. government 
of the United Siates and a government of each 
of the several states. Each one of these govern- 
ments is distinct from the others, and each lias 
citizens of its own who owe it all^iance, and 
whose rights, within its jurisdiction, it must pro- 
tect. The same person may be at the same dme 
a citizen of the United States and a citizen of a 
state, but his rights of citizenship under one of 
these governments will be different from those he 
has under the other. (Slaughter- House Cases, 
16 Wall., 74). 

Citizens are the members of the political com- 
munity to which they belong. They are the 
people who compose the community, and who, 
in their associated capacity, have established or 
submitted themselves to the dominion of a gov- 
ernment for the promotion of their general wel- 
fare and the protection of their individual as well 
as their coUecrive rights. In the formation of a 
government the people may confer upon it such 
powers as they choose. The government when 
so formed may, and when called upon should, 
exercise all the powers it has for the protection 
of the rights of its citizens and the people within 
its jurisdiction, but it can exercise no other. The 
duty of a government to afford protection is lim- 
ited always by the power it possesses for that 
purpose. 

Experience made the fact known to the peo- 
ple of the United States that they required a 
national government for national purposes. The 
Geijarate governments of the separate States, 
bound together by the articles of confederation 
alone, were not sufBclent for the promotion of the 
general welfare of the people in respect to foreign 
nations, or for their complete protection as citizens 
of the confederated States. For this reason the 
people of the United States, " in order to form a 
more perfect Union, establish jusdce, insure do- 
mestic tranquillity, provide for the common de- 
fence, promote the general welfare, and secure 



the blessings of liberty " to themselves and their 
posterity, (Const, Preamble,) ordained and estab- 
lished the government of the United States, and' 
defined its powers by a constiturion, which they 
adopted as its fundamental law and made its rule 
of action. 

The government thus established and defined 
is to some extent a government of the Slates in 
their political capacity. It is also, for certain 
purposes, a government of the people. Its powers 
are limited in number, but not in degree. Within 
the scope of its powers, as enumerated and de- 
fined, it is supreme and above the States, but be- 
yond it has no existence. It was erected for 
special purposes and endowed with all the powers 
necessary for its own preservation and the accom- 
plishment of the ends its people had in view. It 
can neither grant nor secure to its citizens any 
tight or privilege not expressly, or by implicMion, 
placed ninder its jurisdiction. 

The people of the United Slates resident 
within any State are subject to two governments, 
one State and the other national, but there need 
be no conflict between the two. The poweig 
which one possesses the other dofes not. They 
are established for ditferent purposes, and have 
separate jurisdictions. Together they make one 
whole and furnish the people of the United States 
with a complete government, ample for the pro- 
tection of all their rights at home and abroad. 
True, it may sometimes happen that a person is 
amenable to both jurisdictions for one and the 
same act. Thus, if a marshal of the United 
Slates is unlawfully resisted while execudng the 
process of the courts within a State, and the I'esist- 
ance is accompanied by an assault on the officer, 
the sovereign^ of the United States is violated 
by the resistance, and that of the State by the 
breach of peace in the assault. So, too, if one 
passes the counierfeited coin of the United States 
within a State, it may he an offense against the 
United States and the State ; the United States, 
because it discredits the coin, and the State, be- 
cause of the fraud upon him to whom it is passed. 
This does not, however, necessarily imply that 
the two governments possess powers in common, 
or bring fhem into conflict wii each other. It is 
the natural consequence of a citizenship which 
owes allegiance to two sovereignties and claims 
protection from both. The citizen cannot com- 
plain, because he has voluntarily submitted him- 
self to such a form of government. He owes 
allegiance to the two departmenis, so to speak, 
and within their respective spheres must pay the 
penalties which each exacts for disobedience to 
its laws. In return he can demand prrdection 
from each within its own jurisdiction. 

The government of the United States is one of 
delegated powers alone. Its authority is defined 
and limited by the Constitution, All powers not 
granted to it by that instrument are reserved to 
the States or the people. No rights can be ac- 
quired under the Constitution or laws of the 
United States except such as the government of 
the United States has the authority to grant or 
secure. All that cannot be so granted or secured 
are left under the protection of the States, 

We now proceed to an examination of the in- 
dictmeiil, to ascertain whether the several rights, 
which it is alleged the defendants intended tn 



rfbjGoogle 



JUDICIAL OPINIONS AND DECISIONS. 



n 



interfere with, are such as had been in law and 
in fact granted or secured by the Constitution or 
laws of the United Stales. 

The livst and ninth counts state the intent of 
the defendants to have been to hinder and pre- 
vent the citizens named in the free exercise and 
enjoyment of their "lawful right and privilege 
to peaceably assemble together with each other 
and with other citizens of the United States for a 
peaceful and lawful purpose." The right of the 
people peaceably to assemble (at lawful purposes 
existed long before the adopliou of the Constitu- 
' tion of the United States. In fact, it is, and al- 
ways has been, one of the attributes of citizen- 
ship under a free government. It "derives its 
source," to use the language of Chief Justice 
MarshaU, in Gibbons vs. Ogden, 9 Wheat., 211, 
"from those laws whose authority is acknow- 
ledged by civilized man throughout the world." 
It is found wherever civilization exists. It was 
not, therefore, a right granted to the people by 
the Constitution, Thegovernmentof the United 
States when established found it in existence, 
with the obligation on the part of the States to 
afford it protection. As no direct power over it 
was granted to Congress, it remains, according to 
the ruling in Gibbons vs. Ogden, 9 'Wheat,, 203, 
subject lo State jurisdiction. Only such existing 
rights were committed by the people to the pro- 
tection o[ Congress as came within the general 
scope of the authority granted to the national 
government. 

The first amendment of the Constitution pro- 
hibits Congress from abridging " liie right of the 
people to assemble and to petition the govern- 
ment for a redress of grievances." This, like the 
other amendments proposed and adopted at the 
same time, was not intended lo limit the powers 
of the Slate governments in respect to their own 
citizens, but to operate upon the national gov- 
ernment alone. (Barron vs. The Oty of Bolli- 
more, 7 Pei., 250; Lessee of Livingston vs. 
Moore, 7 Pet., 551 ; Fox vs. Ohio, S How., 434; 
Smith vs. Maryland, 18 How., 76; Withere vs. 
Buckley, ao How., 90; Pervear vs. the Com- 
monwealth, 5 Wall, 479; TwitcheU vs. The 
Commonwealth, 7 Wall., 321; Edwards vs. El- 
liott, 21 Wall., 557.) It is now loo late to ques- 
tion the correctness of this construction. As was 
Sfud tn the htte Chief Justice, in TwitcheU vs. 
The Commonwealth, p. 325,) "the scope and 
application of these amendments are no longer 
subjects of discussion Here." They left the au- 
thority of the States just where they found it, and 
added nothing to the already existing powers of 
the United States. 

The paiticulai amendment now under consid- 
eration assumes the existence of the right of the 
people to assemble for lawful purposes and pro- 
tects it against encroachment by Congtess. The 
right was not created by the amendment 1 neither 
was its continuance guaranteed, except as against 
congressional interference. For their protection 
in its Enjoyment, therefore, the people must look 
to the States. There is where the power forthat 
pmpo.ie was originally placed, and it has never 
been snrrendered to the United States. 

The right of the people peaceably to assemble 
for the purpose of petitioning Congress for a re- 
dress of grievances, or for anything else con- 



nected with the powers or ihe duties of the 
nadonal government, is an attribute of national 
citizenship, and as such, under the protection of, 
and guaranteed by, the United States. The very 
idea of a government, republican in form, implies 
a right on the part of its citizens to meet peace; 
ably for consultation in respect to public affairs, 
;o petition for a redress of grievances. If. 
d been alleged in these counts that the object 
of the defendants was to prevent a meelini; for 
a purpose, the case would have been within 
tatuteand within the scope of the sovereignly 
of the United States. Such, however, is not ihe 
The offence, as staled in the indictment, 
will be made out if it be shown that the object 
of the conspiracy was to prevent a meeting foe 
any lawful purpose whatever. 

The second and tenth counts are equally de- 
;etive. The right there specified is tlial of 
bearing arms for a lawful purpose." This is 
ot a ri^t granted by the Constitution. Neithw 
i it in any manner dependent upon that instru- 
ment for Its existence. The second amendment 
declares that it shall not be infringed ; but this, 
has been seen, means no more than that It 
shall not be infringed by Congress. This is one 
of the amendments that has no other effect than 
lo restrict the powers of the national government, 
leaving the people to look for their protection 
against any viol^ion by their fellow- citizens of 
the rights it recognizes, to what is called in The 
City of New York vs. Miln, II Pel., 139, the 
" powers which rel^e to merely municipal li^is- 
lalion, or what was, perhap, more properly called 
internal police," " not surrendered or restrained" 
by the Constitutbn of the United States. 

The third and eleventh counts are even more 
objectionable. They charge Ihe intent to have 
been 10 deprive the citizens named, they being in 
Louisiana, " of their respective several lives and 
liberty of person without due process of law." 
This is nothing else than alleging a conspiracy to 
falsely imprison or murder citizens of Ihe United 
Stales, being within the territorial jurisdiction of 
the State of Louisiana. The rights of life and 
personal liberty are natural rights of man. "To 
secure these rights," says the Declaration of In- 
dependence, "governments are instituted among 
men, deriving their just powers from the consent 
of the governed." The very highest duty of the 
States, when they entered into the Union under 
the Constitution, was to protect ail persons within 
iheir boundaries in the enjoyment of these "un- 
alienable rights with which they were endowed 
bytheir Creator." Sovereignty, forthis purpose, 
rests alone with the stales. It is no more the 
duly or within the power of the United Stales to 
punish for a conspiracy to falsely imprison or 
murder within a state tlian it would be to punish 
for false imprisonment or murder itself. 

The fourteenth amendment prohibits a Slate 
from depriving any person of life, liberty, or 
fffoperty, without due process of law, but this adds 
nothing to the rights of one citizen as against 
another. It simp^ furnishes an additional guar- 
anty agunst any encroachment by the States upon 
the fundamental rights which belong to every 
citizen as a member of society. As was said by 
Mr. Justice Johnson, in Bank of Columbia vs. 
Okely, 4 Wheat., 244, it secures " ihe individual 
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from the arbitrary exercise of lie powers of gov- 
ernment, unrestraint by the established princi- 
ples of private rights and distributive justice." 
These counts in the indictment do not call for 
the exercise of any of the powers conferred by 
this provision in the amendmelit. 

The fourth and twelfth counts charge the in- 
tent to have been to prevent and hinder the citi- 
zens named, vrho were of African descent and 
persons of color, in " the free exercise and enjoy- 
ment of their several right and privilege to the 
Jul! and et^ual benefit of all laws and proceed- 
ings, then and there'before that time enacted or 
ordained by the said State of Louiiiiana and by 
the United States ; and then and there, at that 
time, being in force in the said State and Dis- 
trict of Louisiana, aforesiud, for the security of 
Ihdr respective persons and property, then and 
there, at that time enjoyed at and within said 
State and District of Louisiana by white persons, 
being citizens of said State of Louisiana and the 
United States, for the pnrtection of the persons 
and property of said white citizens," There is 
no allegation that this was done because of the 
race or color of the persons conspired against. 
When stiipped of its verbiage the ease as pre- 
sented amounts to nothing more than that the de- 
fendants conspired to prevent certain citizens of 
the United Stales, being within the State of 
Louisiana, from enjoying the equal protection of 
die laws of the State and of the United Stales. 

The fourteenth amendment prohibits a State 
from denying to any person within its jurisdic- 
tion the equal protection of the laws ; hut this 
provision does not, any more than the one which 
precedes it, and which we have just considered, 
add anything to the rights which one citizen has 
under the Constitution against another. The 
equality of the rights of citiiens is a principle of 
republicanism. Every republican government is 
in duty bound to protect all its citizens in the en- 
joyment of this principle, if within its power. 
That duty was originally assumed by the States, 
and it stiU remains there. The only obligation 
resting upon the United States is to see that the 
States do not deny the right. This the amend- 
ment guarantees, but no more. The power of 
Ihe national government is limited to the enforce- 
ment of this guaranty. 

No question arises under the civil rights act of 
April 9, 1866, (14 Stat,, 27,) which is intended 
for the protection of citizens of the United States 
in the enjoyment ot certain rights, without dis- 
crimination on account of race, color, or prev- 
ious condition of servitude, because, as has al- 
ready been stated, it is no where alleged in these 
tounts that the wrong contemplated against the 
rights of these citizens was on account of their 

Another objection is made to these counts that 
they are too vague and uncertain. This will be 
considered hereafter in connection with the same 
ohjectioii to other counts. 

The sixth and fourteenth counts state the in- 
tent of the defendants to have been to hinder 
and prevent the citizens named, being of African 
descent and colored, " in the free exercise and 
Enjoyment of their several and respective right 
and privilege to vote at any election to be there- 
after by law liad and held by Ihe people in and 



of the said State of Louisiana, or by the people 
of and in the parish of Grant aforesaid." In 
Minor vs. Happersett, 21 Wall,, 178, we decided 
that the Constitution of the United States has not 
conferred the right of suffrage upon any one, and 
that the United States have no voters of 1 * o n 
creation in the Slates, In U. S. vs. R ese us 
decided, we hold that the fifteenth amendmen 
has invested the citizens of the Un ed S es 
with a new constitutional right, which exemp- 
tion from discrimination in the exer se h 
elective fmnchise on account of rac 

ous condition of servitude. F n h 

appears that Ihe right of suffrage is not a n ces 

saiy attribute of national citizenship,' but that 

exemption liom discrimination in the exercise of 

that right on account of race, etc., is. The right 

to vote in the States comes from the States, but 

the right of exemption from the prohibited dis- 

■ lination comes from the United States. The 

has not been granted or secured by the Con- 

tion of the United States, but the last has 

Inasmuch, theiefore, as it does not appear in 
these counts thai the intent of Ihe defendants was 
to prevent these parties from exercising their 
right to vote on account of Iheir race, etc., it does 
not appear that it was their intent to interfere 
with any right granted or secured by the Consti- 
tution or laws of the United States. We may 
suspect that race was the cause of the hostility, 
but it is not so averred. This is material to a 
description of the substance of the offence, and 
cannot be supplied by implication. Everything 
essential must be charged positively, and not in- 
ferentially. The defect here is not in form but in 
substance. 

The seventh and iif^eenth counts are no better 
than the sixth and fourteenth. The intent here 
charged is to put the parties named in great fear 
of bodily harm and to injure and oppress Ihem, 
because, being and having been in all things 
qualified, they had voted "at an election before 
that time, had and held according lo law by the 
people of the said Slate of Louisiana, in said 
State, to wit ; on the 4th day of November, A. D. 
1872, and at divers other elections by the people 
of the State, also before that time had and held 
according to law." There is nothing to show 
that the elections voted at were any other than 
State elections, or that the conspiracy was formed 
on account of the race of the parties against 
whom the conspirators were to act. The chaise 
as made is really of nothing more than a con- 
spiracy to commit a breach of the peace within a 
Slate, Certainly it will not be claimed that the 
United States have the power or are required to 
do mere police duty in the States. If a State 
cannot protect itself against domestic violence, 
the United States may, upon the call of the 
Executive, when the Legislature cannot be con- 
vened, lend their assistance for that purpose. 
This is a guaranty of Ihe Constitution (Art. IV., 
section 4), but it applies to no case like this. 

We are, therefore, of the opbion that the first, 
second, third, fourth, sixth, seventh, ninth, tenth, 
eleventti, twelfth, fourteenth and fifteenlh counts 
do not contain charges of a criminal nature made 
indictable under the laws of the United States, and 
that consequently they are not good and sufiicient 
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In kw. They do not show that it was the mlent 
of the defendants, by their conspiracy, to hinder 
or pcevent the enjoyment of any right granted or 
secured by the Constitution. 

We come now lo consider the (ifth and thir- 
teenth and the eighth and sixteenth counts, which 
may be brought t<^ether for that purpose. The 
intent charged in the fifth and thirteenth is " (o 
hinder and prevent the parties in their respective 
free exerdse and enjoyment of the rights, privi- 
leges, immnnities, and protection granted nnd 
secured to thein respectively as citizens of the 
United States and as citizens of said State of 
Louisiana," " for the reason that they, k * * 
being then and there citizens of said State and of 
the United States, were persons of African de- 



mxteenth, to hinder and prevent them " in their 
several and respective free exercise and enjoyment 
of eveiy, ctich, all, and singular the several rights 
and privileges granted and secured to them by 
the Constitudon and laws of the United States." 
The same general statement of the rights to be 
interfered w^ilh is found in the fifth and thirteenth 
counts. 

According to the view we take of tliese counts, 
the (question is not whether it is enough, in gen- 
eral, to describe a statutory offence in the lan- 
guage of the statute, but whether the offence has 
here been described at all, The statute provides 
for the punishinent of those who conspire " to 
injure, oppress, threaten, or intimidate any dti- 
Een, with intent to prevent or hinder his free ex- 
ercise and enjoyraent of any right or privilege 
granted or secured to him tiy the Constitution oi 
laws of the United States." These counts in the 
indictment charge, in substance, that the intent 
in this case was to hinder and prevent these citi- 
zens in the free exercise and enjoyment of "every, 
each, all, and singular" the rights granted them 
liy the Constitution, etc. There is no specific 
lion' of any particular right. The language 
broad enough to cover all. 

In criminal cases, prosecuted under the laws 
of the United States, the accused has the consti- 
tutional right " to be informed of the nature and 
cause of the accusation." (Amendment VI.) 
in U. S. vs. Mills, 7 Pet., 14s, this was construed 
to mean that the Indictment must set forth the 
offence "with clearness and all necessary 
tainfy, to apprise the accused of the crime 
which he stands charged;" and in U.S. vs. Cook, 
17 Wall., 174, that "every ingredient of which 
the offence is composed must be accurately and 
clearly alleged." It is an elementary principlr 
of criminal pleading that where the definition of 
an offence, whether it be at common law or by 
statute, "includes generic terms, it is not sufficient 
that the indictment shall charge the offence in the 
same generic terms as in the definition, but it 
must state the species — it must descend to par. 
ticulacs." (I Arch. Cr. Pr. andPI., 391.) The 
object of the indictment is, first, to furnish the 
accused with such a description of the chat^e 
against him as will enable him to make his de- 
fence, and avail himself of his conviction or 
acquittal for protection against a further prosecu- 
tion for the same cause ; and, second, to inform 
the court of the facts alleged, so that it may de- 



cide whether they are sufficient in law to sup- 

a conviction, if one should be had. For 

facts are to be stated, not conclusions of law 

e. A crime is made up of acts and intent, 

and these must be set forth in the indictment 

with reasonable particularity of time, place, and 

circumstances. 

'ime to steal goods and chattels, hut an 
indictment would be bad that did not specify 
degree of certainty the articles stolen. 
This because the accused must be advised of the 
essential pailiculars of the charge against him, 
and the court must be able to decide whether the 
property taken was such as was the subject of 
larceny. So, too, it is in some States a crime 
for two or more persons to conspire to cheat and 
defraud another out of his property, but it has 
been held that an Indictment for such an offense 
in allegations setting forth the means 
proposed to be used to accomplish the purpose. 
This, because, to make such a purpqae criminal, 
the conspiracy must be to cheat and defraud in a 
mode made cruninal by statute, and a^ all cheats 
ing and defrauding has not been made criminal, 
lecessary for the indictment to state the 
proposed in order that the court may see 
that they are in fact illegal. (State vs. Parker, 
43N. H., 83; Stalevs. Keach,40Vt., 118; Al, 
derman vs. The People, 4 Mich., 414 ; State vs. 
Roberts, 34 Maine, 32.) In Maine it is an of- 
fense for two or more to conspire with the intent 
unlawfully and wickedly to commit any crime 
punishable by imprisonment in the State prison, 
(Slate vs. Roberts,) but we think it will hardly 
be claimed that an Indictment would be good 
under this statute, which charges the object of 
the conspiracy to have been " unlawfully and 
wickedly to commit each, every, all and singular 
thecrimespunlshablebyiinprisonment in the State 
prison." All crimes are not so punishable. 
Whether a particnjar crime lie such an one or 
not is a question of law. The accused has, there- 
fore, the right to have a specification of the 
chaise against him in this respect, in order that 
he may decide whether he should present his 
defense by motion to quash, demurrer, or plea; 
and the court, that It may determine whether the 
facts will sustain the indictment. So here, the 
crime is made to consist in the unlawful combi- 
nation with an intent to prevent the enjoyment 
of any right gnuited or secured by the (Jonstltn- 
tlon, etc. All rights are not so granted or se- 
cured. Whether one Is so or not is a question 
of law to be decided by the court, not the prose- 
cutor. Therefore, the indictment should state 
the particulars, to Inform the court as well as th^ 
accused. It must be made to appear, that is to 
say, appear from the indictment without goli^ 
further, that the acts charged wIU, if proven, sup 
port a cgnvietiou for the offense alleged. 

But it is needless to pursue the argument fur- 
ther. The conclusion is irresistible that these 
counts are too vague and general. They lack the 
certiupty and precision required by the established 
rules of criminal pleading. It follows that they 
!^ not good and sufficient in law. They are so 
defective that no judgrnent of conviction should 
be pronounced upon them. 

The order of the circuit court arresting ttje 
judgment upon the verdict is, therefore, sffirmedi 
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and the cause remanded with instriictions to dis- 
charge the delendants. 

Mr. Justice Clifiord dissented. 

Construing the Civil Bighte Act of April 
», 1866. 



No. 35. — December Term, 1871. 



Mr. Justice Strong delivered the opinion of 
the Court. 

The plainlifis in error, defendants below, 
were indicted inthfe Circuit Court for the District 
of Kentucky for the murder, within that district, 
of a colored woman named Lucy Armstrong. 
The indictment contained three counts, all of 
th?m cha^ng the murder in the usnal form of 
indictments for that offence, and with sufficient 
certainty. But, in order to show jurisdiction in 
the Qrcuit Court of the United States, an aver- 
ment was made in the lirst count that the said 
Lucy Armstrong was a citizen of the United 
States, having been bom therem, and not subject 
to any foreign power ; that she was of the African 
race, and was above the age of seventy-five years ; 
that Blyew and Kennard (the persons indicted) 
were white persons, each of them at the time of 
the alleged killing and murder above the age of 
eighteen years; t&t the said killing and murder, 
done and committed, as averred, were seen and 
witnessed by one Richard Foster and one Laura 
Foster, citizens of the United States, having beei 
botn therein and not subject to any foreign 
power, both of the African race ; and that the 
said Lucy Armstrong, Richard Foster and Laura 
Foster were then and there denied the right ' 
testify against the said BIyew and Kennard, 
either of them, concerning the said killing and 
murder, in the courts and judicial tribunals of the 
State of Kentucky, solely on account of theif 
and color. The second and third counts 
tained substantially the same averments. 

To this indictment the defendants pleaded 
specially that before it was found they had been iti 
custody of the authorities of the State, and, after 
examination, had been held to answer for the kill- 
ing of Lucy Armstrong, which was the same 
olfcnce as that charged in the circuit court, but on 
demurier the plea was overruled, and the case 
went to trial upon the issues found by a replication 
to tlie plea of not guilty. During the progress of 
the trial the court sealed several exceptions to the 
admission of evidence offered by the United 
States, atid, a verdict of guilty having been re- 
turned, a motion was made in arrest of judgment, 
which the court also ovemiled. The ground 
alleged for this motion was, that " the facts stated 
in ^e indictment did not constitute a public 
offence within the jurisdiction of the court." 
There are thus three questions presented by the 
record. They are,^rit, whether tlie circuit court 
had jurisdiction of the offence charged in the in- 
dictment ; second, whether the court erred in sus- 
taining the demurrer to the defendants' special 



plea ; and, third, whether the evidence to whict 
the defendants objected should have been re- 

Addressing ourselves to the first of these ques- 
tions, it may be remarked that dearly the circuit 
court had no jurisdiction of the crime of murder 
committed within the district of Kentucky, unless 
it was conferred by the third section of the act of 
Congress of Apiil 9, 1866, entitled "An act to 
protect all persons in the United Slates in their 
" i! rights, and furnish the means of iheir vindi- 
on." The first section of that act declared 
all persons born in the United States, and not 
' ject to any foreign power, excluding Indians 
taxed, to be citizens of the United States, and 
i enacted that " sucli citizens, of every race 
color, shall have the same right in eveiy 
:e and territory in the United States to make 
and enforce contracts, to soe, be parties, and give 
evidence, to inherit, purchase, lease, sell, hold, 
ey real and personal property, and to 
full and equal benefit of all laws and proceedings 
for the security of person and property as is en- 
joyed by white citizens, and shall be subject to 
like punishment, pains, and penalties, and to 
none other, any law, statute, ordinance, regula- 
tion, or custom to the contrary notwithstanding." 
The second section enacted "that any person 
who, under color of any law, statute, ordinance, 
regulation, or custom, shall subject, or cause to 
be subjected, any inhabitant of any stale or terri- 
tory to the deprivation of any right, secured or 
protected by the act, or to different punishment, 
pains, or penalties, on account of such person 
having at any time been held in a condition of 
slavery, or involuntary servitude, except as a 
punishment for crime, whereof the party shall 
have been duly convicted, or by reason of his 
color, or race, than is prescribed for the punish- 
ment of white persons, shall be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor, and shall, on conviction 
thereof, be punished" as therein prescribed. 

Then followed the third section, which con- 
tains the enactment "that the district courts of 
the United States, within their respective districts, 
shall have, exclusively of the courts of the sev- 
eral States, co^izance of all crimes and offenses 
committed against the provisions of this act, and 
also concurrently tailA the circuit courts of tke 
United States, of all causes, civil and criminal, 
affecting persons who are denied, or cannot en- 
force in the courts or judicial tribunals of the 
State, or locality, where they may be, any of the 
rights secured to them by the first section of the 
act." The secdon then provided for removal 
into the fedeial courts of any suit or prosecution, 
civil or criijiinal, which had been, or might 
thereafter be, commenced against any suck per- 
son for any cause whatever. 

It must be admitted that the crimes and of- 
fenses of which the district courts are, by this 
section, given exclusive jurisdiction, ai'e only 
those which are gainst the provisions of the act, 
or those enumerated in the second and sixth sec- 
lions, and that the "causes, civil and criminal," 
over which jurisdiction is, by the second clause 
of the section, conferred upon the distuct and 
circuit courts of the United States concurrently, 
are other than those of whiJi etcluiiie ]url^dlc 
lion is given to the district courts They are de 
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scribed as causes " affecting persons who are de- 
nied, or cannot enforce in tlie courts oc judicial 
tribunals of the Slate, cr locality, where they may 
be, any of the rights secured to them by the first 
section of the act. Was, then, the prosecutioti, 
or indictment, against these defendants a cause 
affecting any such pei3on or persons? If it was, 
then by the provisions of the act it was within the 
jurisdiction of the court, and if it was not, that 
court hud no jurisdiction. 

It was, as we have seen, an indictment for the 
murder of Lucy Armstrong, a citizen of the Uni. 
ted States of the African race, and it contained 
an averment that rdher citizens of the United 
States of the same race, witnessed the alleged 
murder. It contained also an averment umt 
those other persons, luimely, Richard Foster and 
Laura Foster, as well as the deceased Lucy Arm- 
strong, were, on account of their race and color, 
denied the right to testify against the defendants, 
or either of them, of and concerning the killing 
and murder, in the courts and judicial tribunals 
of the State of Kentucky. 

We are thus brought to the question whether a 
criminal prosecution for a public offence is a 
cause " affecting," within the meaning of the act 
of Congress, persons who may be called to testify 
therein. Obviously the only patties to such a 
cause are the government and the persons in- 
dicted. They alone can be reached by any judg- 
ment that may be pronoiinced. No judgment 
can either enl^ge or diminish the peisonal, rel- 
ive, or property rights of any others than those 
who are parties. It is true there ore some cases 
which may affect the rights of property of persons 
who are not parties to the record. Such cases, 
however, are all of a civit nature, and none of 
them even touch rights of person. But an indict- 
ment prosecuted by the government agdnst an 
alleged criminal, is a cause in which none but 
the parties can have any concern, except what is 
common to all (he members of the community. 
Those who may possibly be witnesses, either for 
the prosecution or for the defence, are no more 
affected by it than is every other person, for any 
one may be called as a witness. It will not be 
thought that Congress intended to give to the dis- 
trict and circuit courts jurisdiction over all causes, 
both civil and criminal. They have expressly 
confined it to causes affecting certain persons. 
And yet, if all those who may be called as wit- 
nesses in a case, and who may be alleged to be 
important witnesses, were intended to be de- 
scribed in the class of persons affected by it, and 
if the jurisdiction of the Federal courts can be 
invoked by the assertion th^ there are persons 
who 'may be witnessess, but who, because of their 
race or color, are incompetent to testify in the 
courts of the State, there is no cause either 
or criminal of which those courts may not i 
option of either party take jurisdiction. The 
statute of Kentucity which was in existence when 
this indictment was found, and which denied the 
right of Richard Foster and Laura Foster t 
ti(y in the courts of the State, enacted as follows : 
" that a slave, negro, or Indian shall be a compe- 
tent witness in the case of the commonwealth foi 
or against a slave, negro, or Indian, or in a civil 
case to which only negroes or Indians are parties, 
but in no other case." It will be observed that 
this statute prohibits the testimony of colored per- 



sons either for or ag^nst a white person in any 
civil or criminal cause to which he may he a 
party. If, therefore, they are persons affected by 
the cause, whenever they might be witnesses 
they competent to testify, it follows that in 
any suit between white citizens, jurisdiction might 
be taken by the Federal courts whenever it was 
alleged (hat a citizen of the African race was or 
might be an important witness. And such an 
allegation might always be made. So In ail 
criminal prosecutions against white pei^ons a 
imi)ar allegation would call into existence the 
ike jurisdiction. We cannot think that such was 
the purpose of Congress in the statute of April 9, 
1866. It would seem rather lo have been to 
afford protection to persons of the colored race 
by giving to the Federal Courts jurisdiction of 
cases, the decision of which might injuriously 
affect them either in their personal, relative, or 
property rights, whenever they are denied in the 
State courts any of the rights mentioned and as- 
sured to them in the first section of the act. 

Not can it he said that such a construction 
allows little or no effect to the enactment. On 
the contrary, it concedes to it a far-reaching pur- 
pose. That puiyose was to guard all the de- 
clared rights of colored persons, in oil civil 
actions to which they may be parties in interest, 
by giving to the district and circuit courts of the 
United Slates jurisdiction of such actions when- 
ever ill the state courts any right enjoyed by white 
citizens is denied them. And in criminal prose- 
cutions, against them, it extends a like protection. 
We cannot be expected to be ignorant of the 
condition of things which existed when the stat- 
ute was ^nacted, or of the evlis which it was 
intended to remedy. It is well known that in 
many of the states, laws existed which subjected 
colored mei\ convicted of criminal offences to 
punishments different from and ofien severer than 
those which were inllicted upon white persons 
convicted of similar offences. The modes of 
trial were also different, and the right of trial by 
juty was sometimes denied them. Ills also weU 
known that in many quarters prejudices existed 
against the colored race, which naturally affected 
the administration of justice in the state courts, 
and operated harshly when one of that race was 
a party accused. These were evils doubtless 
which the act of Congress had in view, and which 
it intended to remove. And so far as it reaches, 
it extends to both races the same rights, and the 
same means of vindicating them. 

In view of these considerations we are of 
opinion that the case now before us is not within 
the provisions of the act of April 9, 1866, and 
that the circuit court had not jurisdiction of the 
crime of murder committed in the district of 
Kentucky, merely because two persons who wit- 
nessed the murder were citizens of the African 
race, and for that reason incompetent by the law 
of Kentucky to testify in the courts of that state. 
They are not persons affected by the cause. 

We need hardly add that the jurisdiction of 
the circuit court is not sustained by the fact 
averred in the indictment that Lucy Armstrong, 
the person murdered, was a citizen of the African 
race, and for that reason denied the right to tes- 
tify in the Kentucky courts. In no sense can she 
be said to be affected by the cause. Manifestly 
the act refers to persons in existence. She was 
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Ihe vicEim of the frighlful outrage which gave 
rise to the cause, but she is beyond being affected 
by the cause itself. 

Tlie conclusions to which we have come are 
sustained, we think, fully by the judgment of 
this court in United States vs. Ortega, 1 1 Wheat., 
467, in which the opinion was delivered by Mr. 
Justice Washtagion: It was the case of an in- 
diclment in the circuit court for ofTerii^ violence 
to the person of (he Spanish minister, contrary 
to the law of nations and the act of Congress. 
The second section of the third article of the Con- 
stitution ordains that the judicial power of the Uni- 
ted Slates shall extend to all cases affecting am- 
bassadors, other public ministers and consuls, 
and that in all cases affecting ambassadors, other 
public ministers and consuls, Che Supreme Court 
shall have original jurisdiction. The defendant 
was convicted, and on motion in arrest of judg- 
ment, the question was presented to this court, 
(and it was the only one decided,) whether it 
was a case affecting an ambassador, or other 
public minister. The court unanimously ruled 
that it was not. The violence out of which the 
indictment grew was committed upon a public 
minister, and he was a competent and material 
■witness. Bat he was ruled to be not a person 
sifected by the case, because it was a public 
prosecution instituted and conducted by and in 
the name of the United States, and for the pur- 
pose of vindicadng the laws of nations and that 
of the United States, in Uie person of a public 
minister, offended by an assault committed on 
him by a private individual. It is, said the 
court, a case then, which affects the United States 
and the individual whom they seek to punish; 
but one in which the minister himself, although 
he was the person injured by the assault, has no 
concern, either in the event of the prosecution, 
or in the costs attending it. What was meant 
by the phrase "a case affecting," was thus early 
defined, and we are bound to presume that Con- 
gress, when they used the same word "aPTect- 
iiig" in the act of l866, intended to have it bear 
its defined meaning. This is according to a well 
known rule of construction. 

An attempt has, however, been made to dis- 
criminate between the words " case affecting," 
as found in the constitutional provision, and (he 
words " canse affecting," contained in the act of 
Congress. We are unable to perceive any sub- 
stantial ground for a distinction. The words 
" case" and " cause" are consttmtly used as syn- 
onyms in statutes and judicial decisions, each 
meaning a proceeding in court, a suit, or action. 
Surely no court can have jurisdiction of either a 



United Stales vs. Ortega as an authority directly 
in point to the ^ect that wimesses in a crimin ' 
prosecution are not persons affected by the cans 
It necessarily r^ults from this that jiirisdictii 
of the offence for which these defendants we 
indicted, was not conferred upon the circi 
court by Jie act of Congress. 

It is unnecessary, therefore, to consider the 
oflier questions presented by the record. 

The judgment of the circuit court is reversed. 

The Chief Justice was not present at the argu- 
ment, and he has taken no part in the decision. 
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RcEK HapRcrsetl. J Missouri. 

Mr. Chief Justice Waite delivered the opin- 
ion of the Court. 

The question is presented in this case, whether, 
since the adoption of the fourteenth amendment, 
a woman, who is a citizen of the United State? 
and of the State of Missouri, is a voter in that 
State, notwithstanding the provision of the con- 
stitution and laws of the State, which confine the 
right of suffrage to men alone. We might, per- 
haps, decide the case upon other grounds, but 
this question is fairly made. From the opinion 
we find that it was the only one decided in the 
court below, and it is the only one which has 
been argued here. The case was undoubtedly 
brought to this court for the sole purpose of hav- 
ing that question decided by us, and in view of 
the evident propriety there is of having it settled, 
so far as it can be by such>a decision, w^ have 
concluded to waive all other considerations and 
proceed at once to its determination. 

It is contended that the jarovisions of the con- 
stitution and laws of the State of Missouri which 
confine the right of Euf&age and registration 
therefor to men, are in violation of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States and therefore void. 
The argument is, that as a woman, bom or naturr 
alized in the United States and subject to the 
jurisdiction thereof, is a citizen of the United 
Slates and of the State in which she resides, she 
has the right of suffrage as one of the privileges 
and immunities of her citizenship, which flie 
State cannot by its laws or constitution abridge. 

There is no doubt that women may be citizens, 
Tbey are persons, and by the fourteenth amend- 
ment " ail persons bom or naturalized in the 
United States and subject to the jurisdiction 
thereof' are expressly declared lo be " citizens 
of the United States and of the State wherein 
they reside." But, in our opinion, it did not 
need this amendment lo give them that position. 
Before its adoption the Constitution of the United 
States did not in terms prescribe who should be 
citizens of the United States or of the several 
States, yet there were necessarily such citizens 
without such proviaon. There cannot be a na- 
tion without a people. The very idea of a political 
community, such as a nation is, implies an asso- 
ciation of persons for the promotion of their gen- 
eral welfare. Each one of the persons associated 
becomes a member of the nation formed by the 
association. He owes it allegiance and is en- 
titled to its protection. Allegiance and protec- 
tion are, in this connection, reciprocal obligations. 
The one is a compensation for the other; allegi- 
ance for protection and protection for allegiance. 

For convenience it has been fomid necessary 
to give a name to this membership. The ol^ect 
is to designate by a title the person and the re^ 
lation he bears to the nation. For this purpose 
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the words "■subject," "inhabitant," and "citizen" 
have been used, and the choice between them is 
sometimes made to depend upon the form of the 
government. Citizen is now more commonly 
employed, however, and as it has been considered 
better suited to the description of one living 
under a republican government, it was adopted 
by nearly all of the States upon (heir separation 
from Great Britain, and was afterwards adopted 
in the Articles of Confederation and in the Con- 
stitution of the United States. When used in 
this sense it is understood as conveying the idea 
of membership of a nation, and nothing more. 

To determine, then, who were citizens of the 
United States before the adoption of the amend- 
ment, it is necessary to ascertain what persons 
originally associated themselves together to form 
the nation, and what were afterwards admitted to 
membership. 

Looking at the Constitution itself we find that 
it was ordained and established by "the people 
of the United States," {Preamble, l Slat., lo,l 
and then going further back, we find that these 
were the people of the several States that had be- 
fore dissolved the political bands which con- 
nected them with Great Britain, and assumed a 
separate and equal station among the powers of 
the earth (Dec. of Ind., I Stat., l), and that had 
by articles of confederation and perpetual union, 
in which they took the name of " The United 
States of America," entered into a firm league of 
friendship with each other for their common de- 
fence, the security of their liberties and their mu- 
tual and general welfare, binding themselves to 
assist eaii other against all force offered to or 
attack made upon them, or any of them, on 
account of religion, sovereignly, trade, or any 
other pretence whatever. (Art. Confed., sec. 3, 
1 Stat., 4.) 

Whoever, then, was one of the people of either 
of these States when the Constitution of the 
United States wits adopted, becaihe ijiso faao a 
citizen— a member of the nation created by its 
adoption. He was one of the persons associat- 
ing tc^ether to form the nation, and was, cCinse. 
queiitly, one of its original citizens. As to this 
there has never been a doubt. Disputes have 
arisen as to whether or not certain persons or 
certain classes of persons were part of the people 
at the time, but never as to their citizenship if 
th^ were, 

Additions might always be made to the citizen- 
ship of the United States in two ways ; first, by 
birth, and second, by naturalization. This is 
apparent from the Constitution itself, for it pro- 
vides (art 2, sec. i,) that "no person except a 
natural-born citiien, or a citizen of the United 
States at the time of the adoptifan of the Consd- 
tntion, shall be eligible to the office of President," 
and (art. 1, sec. 8,) that Congress shall have 
power ■' to establish an uniform rale of naturali- 
zation." Thus new citizens may be bom, or they 
may be created by naturalization. 

The Constitution does not, in words, say who 
shall be natural-born citizens. Resort must be 
had elsewhere to ascertain that. At comnioQ Uw, 
with the nomenclature of wliieh the framters of 
the Constitution were familiar, it was never 
doubted that all children bom in a couiitcy of 
parents who were its dlizens became'themselves. 



upon their birth, citizens also. These were na- 
tives, or natural-born dlizens, as distinguished 
from aliens or foreigners. Some anthorities go 
furdier and include as citizens children bom 
within the jurisdiction, without reference to (he 
citizenship of their parents. As to this class there 
have been doubts, but never as to the first. For 
the purposes of this case it is not necessary to 
solve these doubts. It is sufficient for everything 
we have now to consider that all children born 
of citizen parents within the jtulsdiction are them- 
selves citizens. The words "all children" are 
certainly as comprehensive, when used in this 
connection, as "all persons," and if females are 
included in fte last they mnsf be in the first, 
Tiiat they are included in the last is not denied. 
In fact, the whole argument of the plaintiffs pro- 
ceeds upon that idea. 

Under the jiower to adopt an uniform system 
of naturalization. Congress, as early as 1790, pro- 
vided "that any alien, being a free white per- 
son," might be admitted as a citizen of the Uni. 
ted Slates, and that the Children of such persons 
so naturalized, dwelling within the United States, 
being under twenty-one years of age at Ihe time 
of sudi naturalization, should also be considered 
citizens of (he United States, and that the chil- 
dren of citizens of the United States that might 
be bora beyond the sea, or out of the limits of 
the United States, should be considered as natu- 
ral-bom citizens, (i Stat., 103.) These pro- 
visions thus enacted have, in sutetance, been re- 
tained in all the naturalization lavi^ adopted 
since. In 1855, however, the last provision was 
somewhat enlended, and all persons theretofore 
bom or thereafter to be bom out of the limits of 
the jurisdiction of the United States, whose fa- 
thers were, or should be at the time of their birth, 
citizens of the United States, were declared to be 
citizens also, (l(^ Stat., 61)4.) 

As early as 1 804 it was eviacied by Congress 
that when any alien who had declal'ed his inten- 
tion to become a citizen in the Inanner provided 
by law died before he was actually naturalized, 
his widow and children should he considered as 
chizens of the United States, and entitled to all 
rights and privileges as such upon taking the 
necessary oath (2 Stat., 293,) and in 1855 it was 
further provided that any woman who might law- 
fully be naturalized under the existing laws, mar- 
ried, or who shoald be married to a citizen of the 
United States, should be deemed and lalien to be 
a citizen. (10 Stat,, 604.) 

From this it is apparent that from the com- 
mencement of the legislation upon this subject 
alien women and alien minors could be made 
citizens by naturalization, and we think it will 
not be contended that this would have been done 
if it had not been supposed that native women 
and native minors were already citizens by birth. 

But If more is necessary to show thai womisi 
have always been considered as citizens the same 
as men, abimdant proof is to be found in Ihe leg- 
islative and Judicial history of the country. 
Thus, by the Constitution, the judicial power of 
ttie United States is made to extend to conlro- 
v^raies between citizens of different States, [to- 
der this it has been uniformly held that the citi- 
zenship necessary to give the courts of the Uni- 
ted States juriadiolion of a cause-must be affirratt- 
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lively shown on the record. Its existence as a 
fact may Ire put in issue and tried. If found not 
to exist, the case must be dismissed. Notwiili- 
standing this the records of the courts are full of 
cases in which the jurisdiction depends upon the 
citizenship of women, ajid not one can be found, 
WK think, in which ol^ection was made on that 
account. Certainly none can be found in which 
it has been held that women could not sue or be 
sued in the courts of the United States, Again, 
at Ihe lime of the adoption of the Constitutipn, 
in many of the States (and in some probably 
now] aliens could not inherit or transmit inheri- 
tance. There are a multitude of cases to be 
found in which the question has been presented 
whether a woman was or was not an alien, and 
as such capable or incapable of inheritance, but 
in no one has it been insisted that she was not a 
citizen l^cause she was a woman. On the con- 
trary, her right to citizenship has been in ali cases 
assumed. The only question has been whether, 
in the pHiticalar case under consideration, she 
had availed herself of the right. 

In the legislative departnjent of the govern- 
ment similar proof will be found. Thus, in the 
pre-emption laws, (5 Stat., 455, sec. 10,) a 
widow, "being a citizen of the United States," 
is allowed to make settlement on the public lands 
and purchase upon the terms specitied, and 
women, "being citizens of the United States," 
are permitted to avail themselves of the benefit 
of the homestead law. (12 Stat., 392.) 

Olher proof of like character might be found, 
btit certainly more cannot ht necessary to estab- 
lish the fact that sex has never been made one 
of the elements of citizenship in the United States. 
In this res-pect men have never had an advantage 
over women. The same laws precisely apply to 
both. The fourteenth amendment did not affect 
the citizenship of women any more than if did of 
men. In this pardcular, therefore, the rights of 
Mrs. Minor do not depend upon the amendment. 
She has always been a citizen from her birth, and 
entitled to all the privileges and Immunities of 
citizenship. The amendment prohibited tbeSlate, 
of which she is a citizen, from abridging aiw of 
her privileges and immunities as a citizen oi^ the 
United States ; but it did not confer cidzenship 
on her. That she had before its adopdon. 

If the right of suffrage is one of the necessary 
privileges of a citizen of the United States, then 
(he constitution and laws of Missouri confining it 
to men are in violation of the Constitution of the 
United States, as amended, and consequently 
void. 1 he direct question is, therefore, presented 
whether all dtizens are necessarily voters. 

The Constitution does not define the privileges 
and immunities of citizens. For that definition 
we must look elsewhere. In this case we need 
not determine what they are, but only whether 
suflrage is necessarily one of them. 

It certainly is nowhere made so in ex 
terms. The United State.? has no voters i 
States of its own creation. The elective officers 
of the United States are ail elected directly ■ 
directly by State voteis. The members of the 
House of Representatives are to he chosen by the 
people of the States, and the electors in 
Stale must have the qualifications reqiiislt 
electors of the most numerous branch of Ihe Slate 



legisl 

to be chosen by the legislature 
necessarily the members of the legislature 
required to make the choice are elected by the 
i of the State. (Art. i, sec. 3.) Each State 
appoint in such manner as the legislature 
thereof may direct, the electors to elect the Pres- 
ident and Vice-President. (Art. 2, sec. z.) The 
times, places, and manner of holding elections for 
Senators and Representatives are to be prescribed 
di State by the legislature thereof ; but Con- 
may at any time, by law, make or alter such 
regulations, except as to the place of choosing 
Senators. (Art. I, sec. 4.) It is not necessary 
inquire whether this power of supervision thus 
'en to Congress is sufficient to authorize any 
interference with the Slate laws prescribing the 
qualifications of voters, for no such interference 
■- s ever been attempted. The power of the State 
this particular, is certainly supreme until Con- 

The amendment did not add to the privileges 
id immunities of a dtizen. It simply furnished 
I additional guaranty for the protection of such 
he already had. No new voters were neces- 
rily made by it, Indirectly it may have had 
that effect, because it may have increased the 
number of citizens entitled to suffrage undei the 
Constitution and laws of Ihe States ; but it oper- 
ates for this purpose, if at all, through the States 
and the State laws, and not direcHy upon the 

It is clear, therefore, we think, that the Con- 
stitution has not added the right of suffrage 10 
the privileges and immunities of citizenship as 
they existed at the time it was adopted. This 
makes it proper to enquire whether suffrage mas 
coextensive with the citizenship of the States at 
the time of its adoption. If it was, then it may 
with force be argued that suffrage was one of the 
rights which belonged to citizenship, and in ihe 
enjoyment of which every citizen must be pro- 
tected. But if It was not, the contrary may with 
propriety be assumed. 

When the Constitution of the United States 
was adoj^ed all Ihe several States, with the ex- 
ception of Rhode Island, had constitutions of 
their own. Rhode Island continued to act under 
its charter from the Crown. Upon an examin- 
ation of those constitutions we find that in no 
Slate were all citizens permitted to vole. Each 
Stale determined for itself who should have that 
power. Thus, in New Hampshire, ■' every male 
inhabitant of each town and parish with town 
privileges, and places unincorporated in ihe State, 
of twenty-one years of age and upwards, except- 
ing paupers and persons excused from paying 
taxes at their own request," were its voters; in 
Massachusetts " eveiy male inhabitant of twenW- 
one years of age and upwards, having a freehold 
estate within the commonwealth of the annual 
income of three pounds, or am' estate of Ihe value 
of sixty pounds ;" in Rhode Island " such as are 
admitted free of the company and society" of 
the colony ; in Connecticut such persons as had 
" maturity in years, quiet and peaceable behavior, 
a dvil conversation, and forty shillings freehold 
or forty pounds peisonal estate," if so certified by 
the selectmen; in New Vork "every male in- 
habitant of full age who shall have personally re- 
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Bideii within one of the counties of the State 
for six months inimedialely preceding the day of 
election, « * « if during the time aforesidd 
he shall have been a freeholder, possessing a free- 
hold of the value of twenty pounds within the 
county, or have rented a. tenement therein, of the 
yearly value of foity shillings, and been rated 
and actually paid taxes to the State;" in New 
Jersey "all inhabitants * * * of full age 
who are worth fifty pounds, proclamation money, 
nlear estate in the same, and have resided in the 
county in which they claim a vote for tivelve 
months immediately preceding the election ;" in 
Pennsylvania "every freeman of the age of 
twenty-one years, having resided in the State two 
years next before the election, and within that 
time paid a State or county tax which shall hare 
been assessed at least six months before the elec- 
tion;" in Delaware and Viiginia "as exercised 
by law at present ;" in Maryland " all freemen 
above twenty-one yeais of age having a freehold 
of fifty acres of land in the county in which they 
offer to vote and residing therein, and all freemen 
having property in the Stat^ above the value of 
thirty pounds current money, and having resided 
in Ae county in which they offer to vote <-- 
whole year nest preceding the election;" 
North Carolina, for Senators, " all freemen of the 
age of twenty-one years who have been inhabi- 
tants of any one county within the State for 
twelve months immediately preceding the day of 
election, and possessed of a freehold within the 
same county of fifty acres of land for six mi 
next before and at the day of election," an 
members of the House of Commons " all freemen 
of the age of twenty-one years who have been 
inhabitants in any one county within the State 
twelve months immediately preceding the day of 
any election, and shall have paid public taxes;" 
in South Carolina " every free white man of the 
i^e of twenty-one years, being a dtiien of (he 
State and having resided therein two years pre- 
vious to the day of election, and who hath a free- 
hold of fifty acres of land, or a town Ic* of which 
he hath been legally seized and possessed at least 
six months before such election, or, (not having 
such freehold or town lot,) hadi been a resident 
within the election dLstrict in which he offers to 
give bis vote six months before said election, and 
hath paid a tax the preceding year of three sbil 
lings sterling towards the support of the govern- 
ment;" and in Geoi^a such "citizens and in- 
habitants of the State as shall have attained ic 
the age of twenty-one years, and shall have paid 
lax for the year next preceding the election, and 
shall have resided six months within the county." 
In this condition of the law in respect to suf- 
fr^e in the several States it cannot for a moment 
be doubted that if it had been intended to make 
all citizens of the United States voters, the 
framers of the Constitution would not have left 
it to implication. So important a change in the 
condition of citizenship as it actually existed, if 
intended, would have been expressly declared. 

But if further proof is necessary to show that 
no such change was intended, it can easily be 
found both in and out of (he Constitution. " 
Art. 4, Sec. 2, it is provided that "thecitizei 
each State shall be entitled to all the privileges 
and immnuities of citizens in the several State; " 
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If suffrage is necessarily a part of citizenship, 
then the citizens of each State must he entitled 
to vote in the several States precisely as their dti- 
zens are. This is more than asserting that they 
may change their residence and become citizens 
of the State and thus be voters. It goes to the 
extent of insisting that while retaining their orig- 
inal citizenship they may vote in any State. This, 
we think, has never been claimed. And again, 
by the very terms of the amendment we have 
been considering (the fourteenth), " Representa- 
tives shall be apportioned among the several States 
according to their respective numbers, count- 
ing the whole number of persons in each Stale, 
excluding Indians not taxed. But when the 
right to vote at any election for the choice of 
electors for President and Vice-President of the 
United Stales, representatives in Congress, the 
executive and judicial officers of a State, or the 
members of the legislature thereof, is denied to 
any of the male inhabitants of such State, being 
twenty.one years of age and citizens of the Uni- 
ted Stales, or in any way abridged, except for 
Kicipalion in the rebellion, or other crimes, the 
i of representation therein shall be reduced 
in the proportion which the number of such male 
citizens shall bear to the whole number of male 
citizens twenty-one years of age in such Stale." 
Why this, if it was not in the power of the legis- 
lature to deny the right of suflrage to some male 
inhabitants? And if suffrage was necessarily 
one of the absolute rights of citizenship, why con- 
fine the operation of the limitation to male in- 
habitants? Women and children are, as we 
have seen, "persons." They are counted in (he 
enumeration upon which the apportionment is to 
be made, but if they were necessarily voters be- 
cause of theh: citizenship unless clearly excluded, 
why inflict the penalty for the exclusion of males 
alone ? Clearly, no such form of words would 
have been selected to express the idea here indi- 
cated, if suffrage was the absolute right of all cit- 

And still again, after the adoption of the four- 
teenth amendment, it was deemed necessary to 
adopt a fifteenth, as follows : " The right of citi- 
zens of the United States to vote shall not be de- 
nied or abridged by the United States, or by any 
State, on account of race, color, or previous con- 
dition of servitude." The fourteenth amendment 
had already provided thai no State should make 
or enforce any law which should abridge the 
privileges or itnmunides of citizens of the United 
States. If suffrage was one of tliese privileges or 
immunities, why amend . the Constitution to pre- 
vent its being denied on account of race, etc.? 
Nothing is more evident than that the greater 
must include the less, and if all were idready 
protected why go through with the form of 
amending the Constitution to protect a part? 

It is true that the United States guarantees to 
every State a republican form of government. 
(Art. 4, sec. 4.) It is also true that no State can 
pass a bill of attunder, (Art. I, sec. lo,) and that 
no person can be deprived of life, liberty, or 
property without due process of law. (Amend- 
ment 5.) All these several provisions of the 
Constitution must be construed in connec ' 
with the other parts of the instrument, and ir 
light of the surrounding circumstances. 
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The gliaMnty 13 of a l-epabliean foim of gov- 
ernment. No particular govemnient is designated 
as republican, neither is the exact form to be 
guaranteed in any manner especially designated. 
Here, as in other parts of the instrument, we are 
compelled to resort elsewhere to ascertain what 

The guaranty necessarily implies a duty on the 
part of the States themselves to provide such a 
government. All the States had governments 
When the Constitution was adopted. In alt the 
pec^le participated to some extent, through their 
■representatives a)eCted in the manner specially 
provided. These governments the Constitution 
did not charge. They ware accepted precisely 
as they were, and it is, therefore, to be presumed 
that they were such as it was the duty of the 
Slates lo, provide. Thus we have unmistaltablo 
evidence of what was republican in form, within 
the meaning of that term as employed in the 
Consiilulitfn. 

As has been seen, all the citizens of the States 
wel-e not invested with the right of suffrage. In 
all, save perhaps New Jersey, this right was only 
bestowed upon men, and not upon all of them. 
Under these circumstances it is certainly now too 
late to contend that a government is not republi- 
'Can, within the 'meaning of this .guaranty m the 
Constitudon, because women are not made voters. 

The same may be said of the other provisions 
just quoted. Women were excluded from suf- 
■fra^, in nearly all the States, by the express pro- 
vision of their constitutions and laws. If that 
had been equivalent to a Mil of attainder, cer- 
^inly its abri^tion would not have been left to 
implication. Nothing less than express language 
would have been employed to effect so radical a 
change. So also of the amendment which de- 
clares that no person shall be deprived of life, 
liberty, or property without due process of law, 
adopted as it was as early as 1791. If suffrage 
was intended to be included within, its obliga- 
tions, language better adapted to express that in- 

'" ' " " ^ctainly have been emplcyed. 

ge, when granted, wi" ' 
ass it can only be de; 
it by due process of law, but in order 
protection he must first show that he has the 
right. 

But we have already sufficiently considered 
the proof found upon the inside of the Constitu- 
tion. That upon the outside is equally effective. 

The Constitution Was aubmilfed to tlie Slates 
■for adoption, in I787, and was ratified by nine 
Slates in 1788, and finally by the thirteen origi- 
nal States in 1790. Vermont was the first new 
Sl^e admitted to the Union, and it came in un- 
der a Constilution which conferred the right of 
suffrage only upon men of the full age of twenty- 
one years, having resided in the State for the 
space of one whole year next before the election, 
and who were of quiet and peaceable behavior. 
This was in 1791. The n«tt year, 1792, Ken- 
lucky followed with a constitution confining the 
right of suffi-age to free male citizens of the age 
Of twenty-one years, who had resided in the Slate 
two years, or in the county in which they offered 



to vote one year next before the election. Then 
followed Tennessee, in 1796, wilh voters of free- 
men of the age of iwenty-one years and upwards, 
possessing a freehold in the county wherein they 
may vote, and being inhabitants of the Stale, or 
freemen being inhabitants of any one county in 
the State sii months immediately preceding the 
day of election. But we need not particularize 
further. No new State has ever been admitted 
to the Union which has conferred the- right of 
suffrage upon women, and (his has never been 
considered a valid objection to her admission. 
On the contrary, as is claimed in the argument, 
the right of sufftage was withdrawn from woman 
as early as 1807 in the Stale of New Jersey, with- 
out any attempt to obtdn the interference erf the 
United States to prevent it. Since then the gov- 
emmeuls of the insui^enl States have been reor- 
ganized under a requirement that before their 
representatives could be admitted to seats in Con- 
gi'css they mnst have adopted new constitutions, 
republican in form. In no one of these constitu- 
tions was suffrage conferred upon women, and 
yet the States have'all been restored to their orig- 
inal position as Slates in the Union. 

Besides this, dtizenship has not in all cases 
been made a condition jwecedenl to the enjoy- 
ment of the right of suffrage. Thus, in Missouri, 
persons of foreign birth, who have 'declared their 
intention to become citizens of the United States, 
may under certain circumstances vole. The same 
provision is to be found in the Constitutions of 
Alal>ama, Arkansas, Florida, Geoigia, Indiana, 
Kansas, Minnesota, and Texas. 

Certainly, if the courts can consider any ques- 
lioti setlied, this is one. For near ninety years 
the people have aclednpon the idea that the Con- 
stitution when it conferred chizenship did not 
necessarily confer the right of sufirage. If uni- 
form practice long continued can settle the con- 
struction of so important an instiumenl as the 
Constitution of the United States confessedly is, 
most certainly it has been done here.- Our pro- 
vince is to decide what the law is, not to dedare 
what it should be. 

We have given this case the carefbl considera- 
tion its importance demands. If the law is wrong 
it ought to be changed.; but the power for that is 
not wilh us. The arguments addressed lo us 
bearing upon such a view of the subject may per- 
haps be sufficient to induce those having the 
power to make the alteration; but Ihey ought not 
to be permitted to influence our judgment in de- 
lerminiog the present rights of (he parties now 
litigating before us. No argument as to woman's 
need of suffrage can be considered. We can 
only ad upon her rights as they exist. It is not 
for us to look at. the hardship of withholding. Our 
duty is at an end if we find it is within the power 
of a Slate to withhold. 

Being unanimously of Ihe opinion that the 
Constilution of the United States does not eon- 
fer the right of suffrage upon any one, and that 
the Oinstilntions and laws of the several States 
which commit that important trust to men alone 
are not necessarily void, we affirm the judgment 
of the court below. 
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The Union Pacific Bailroad Cage. 



No. 571. — October Term, 1S75. 



Tha Union Pacific Eailroad ( oiaaims. 
Company, J 

Mr. Justice Davis delivered the opiuion of 
the Court. 

The Union. Pacific Riukoad Company, conced- 
ing the right of the government to retain ont-half 
of the compensalion due it foe the transportation 
of the mails, military and Indian supplies, and 
apply the same to reimburse the government for 
interest paid by it on bonds issued to the corpo- 
ration to aid in the construction of its railroad 
and telegraph lines, seeks to establish by 
suit its right to the oihex moiety. The United 
States, on the other hand, having paid interi"' 
on these bonds in excess of the sums credited 
the company for services rendered by it, insL 
upon its right to withhold payment altt^ethi 
One of the grounds on which this right of 1 
tendon is sought to be maintained is by reasi 
of the general right of set-off. It is true this 
right, as a general proposition, exists in the — 
ernment, and is commonly exercised by it ' 
settling with those having claims against it. But, 
manifestly, the rules appScable to ordinary claim- 
ants for services rendered the United States do 
not apply to this controversy. The bonds in 
question were issued by the United States, in 
pursuance of a scheme to aid in the construc- 
tion of a great national highway; in themselves 
they do not import any obligation on the part of 
the corporation to pay ; and whether when the 
United States have paid interest on them an ob. 
ligation arises on the part of the corporation to 
rrfund it, depends wholly on the conditions on 
which the bonds were delivered to the corpora- 
tion and received hy it. These conditions are 
embodied in the legislation of Congress on the 
subject; and if, on a fair interpretation of this 
legislation, the corpomtion is found to be now a 
debtor to the United States, the deduction for in- 
terest paid on the bonds can be lawfully made. 
But if the converse of this proposition is ascer- 
tained to be true, the government cannot right- 
fully withhold from the corporation one-half of 

In construing an act ofCongcess we are not at 
liberty to recur to the views of individual mem- 
bers in debate, nor to consider the motives which 
influenced them to vote for or against its pas- 
sage. The act itself speaks the wnl of Congress, 
and this is to be ascertained iioxa the language 
used. But courts may with propriety, in con- 
struing a statute, recur to the history of the 
times when it was passed, and this is frequently 
necessary, in order to ascertain the reason as 
well as Uie meaning of particular provisions in it. 
(Aldridge vs. Williams, 3 Howard, p. 24; Pres- 
ton vs, Browder, 1 Wheaton, 120,) 

Many of the provisions in the original act of 
[S62 are outside of the usual course of legisla- 
tive acdon conceming grants to railroads, and 
cannot be properly construed without reference 



to the circumstances which surrounded Congress 
when the .lot was passed. The war of the re- 
bellion was in progress, and the country bad be- 
come alarmed for the safety of the Pacific States, 
oying to complications with England. In case 
these complications resulted in an open rupture, 
the loss of our Pacific possessions was feared, 
but, even if this fear were groundless, it was 
quite apparent that we were unable to furnish 
Uiat degree of protection to the people occu- 
pying them which every government owes it) 
citizens. It is true the threatened danger was 
happily averted, but wisdom pointed out the ne- 
cessity of malting suitable provision for the future. 
This could be done in no better way than by the 
construction of a railroad across the contment. 
Such a road would bmd together the widely -sep- 
arated parts of our common country, and furnish 
a cheap and expeditious mode for the transpor- 
tation of troops and supplies. And if it did 
nothing mote than afford the required protection 
to the Pacific States, it was felt that the govern- 
ment, in the execution of a plain duty, could not 
justly withhold the aid necessary to build it. 
And so strong and pervading was this opinion 
that it is ly no means certain the people would 
not liave sanctioned the action of Congress, if it 
had departed from the traditional policy of the 
country regarding works of internal improve- 
ments, and chained the government itself with 
the direct execution of the enterprise. 

This enterprise was viewed as a national un. 
dertaldng for national purposes, and the public 
mind was directed to the end to be accomplished 
rather than the particular means employed for 
the purpose. Although this road was a military 
necessity, there were other reasons active at the 
time in producing an opinion for its completion 
besides the protection of an exposed frontier. 
There was a vast unpeopled territory lying be- 
tween the Missouri and Sacramento rivers.which 
was practically worthless without the facilities 
afforded by a railroad for the transportation of 
person and property. With its construction the 
agricultural and mineral resources of this terriioiy 
could be developed ; settlements made where 
settlements were possible, and thereby the wealth 
and power of the United States essentially in- 
creased. And there was also the pressing want, 
in times of peace even, of an improved and 
cheaper method for the transportation of the mails 
and supplies for the army and the Indians. 

It was in the presence of these facts that Con- 
gress undertook to deal with the subject of this 
raihoad. The difficulties in the way of build- 
ing it were great, and by many intelligent per- 
sons considered insurmountable. 

Although a free people, when resolved upon 
a course of action, can accomplish great results, 
the scheme for building a railroad a.ooo miles in 
length, over deserts, across mountains, and through 
a country inhabited by Indians jealous o£ intrusion 
upon their rights, was universally esteemed at the 
time to be a bold and hazardous undertaking. It 
is nothing to the purpose that the difficulties in 
the way of the undertaking, after trial, in a great 
measure disappeared, and that the road was con- 
structed at less cost of time and money than was 
considered possible. No ailment can be dravm 
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grass acted with reference to a slate of things 
supposed to exist at the time, and no aid can be 
derived, in the interpretation of its legislation, 
from the consideration that the theory on which 
it proceeded turned out not to be correct. The 
project of building the toad was not conceived 
for private ends, and the prevalent opinion was 
that it could not be worked out by private capi- 
tal alone. It was a national work, originating in 
nntionai necessities, and requiring national as- 

The policy of the country, to say nothing of 
the supposed want of power, stood in the way of 
the United States taking the work into its own 
hands. Even if this were not so, reasons of 
economy suggested that if were better to enlist 
private capital and individual enterprise in the 
project. This Congress undertook to do, and the 
inducements held out were such as it was he. 
lieved would procure the requisite capital and 
enterprise. But the purpose in presenting these 
inducements was to promote the construction and 
operation of a work deemed essential to the se- 
ctmty of great public interests. 

It is true the scheme contemplated prolit to in- 
dividuals, for without reasonable expectation of 
this capital Could not he obtained, nor the requi- 
site skill and enterprise ; but this consideration 
does not in itself change the relation of the par- 
ties to this suit. This might have been so if the 
government had incorporated a company to ad- 
vance private interests, and agreed lo aid it on 
account of supposed incidental advantages which 
would accrue to the public from the completion 
of the enterprise. But the government proceeded 
on a wholly different theory. It promoted the 
enterprise to advance its own interests, and en- 
deavored to enlist private capital and individual 
enterprise as a means to an end— the securing a 
road which could be used for governmental pur- 
poses. Whatever obligations, therefore, rest on 
the company incorporated (o accomplish this 
purpose, must depend on the true meaning of the 
enactment itself, viewed In the light of cotem- 
poraneous history. 

It has been observed by this court that the 
title of an act, especially in Congressional legisla- 
tion, furnishes little aid in the construction of it, 
because the body of the act, in so many cases, 
has no reference to the matter specified in the 
tiUe. (Hadden vs. The Collector, 5 Wallace, 
p:^e 1 10.) This is true, and we l^ive no dispo- 
sition to depart from this rule, but the title, even, 
of the original act of t862, incorporating the de- 
fendant, (12 Stats., p. 4Sg,) seems lo have been 
the subject of special consideration by Congress, 
for it truly discloses the general purpose Con- 
gress had in view in passing it. It is "An act to 
lud in the constmclion of a railroad from the 
Missouri river to the Pacific ocean, and to secu 
to the government the use of the same for post: 
military, and other purposes." That there 
should, however, be no doubt of the national 
character of the work which Congress proposed 
to aid, the body of the act contains these words : 
"And the better to accomplish the object of this 
act, namely, to promote the public interest and 
welfare by the construction of said railroad and 
telegraph lines, and keeping the same in work- 
ing order, and to secure to (he government at all 



. (hut particularly in time of war) the use 
and benefits of the same for postal, military, and 
Other purposes. Congress may at any time, hav- 
ing due regard for the rights of said companies 
named therein, add to, alter, amend, or repeal 
this act." (See iSth section of charter, tz Stat- 
ues at Large, p. 497.) Indeed, the whole ad 
ontains unmistaltable evidence that if Congress 
Has put to the necessity of accomplishing a great 
public enterprise through the instrumentaUty of 
irivate corporations, it took care that there should 
<e no misunderstanding about the objects to be 
ccomplished or the motives which iniluenced its 
ourse of action. 
If it had been equally explicit in the provision 
igarding the bonds to be issued in aid of the 
road, there would have been no occasion for this 
iuit. But even in this particular, looking to the 
nolives which led to the act, and the objects in- 
:ended to be effected by it, we do not think there 
IS any serious difficulty to get al the true mean- 
ing of Congress. The act itself was an experi- 
ment, and must be considered in the nature of a 
proposal to enterprising men to eng^e in the 
work, for there was no certainty that capital, 
with the unttied obstacles in the way, could be 
enlisted. If enlisted at all, it could only i>e on 
conditions which would insure, in case of success, 
muneration proportionate to the risk incurred. 
The proffered aid was in lands and interest- 
bearing bonds of the United States. There is no 
controversy about the terms on which the lands 
were granted, and the only point with which we 
have to deal relates to the nature and extent of 
the obligation imposed by. Congress on the com- 
pany to pay these bonds. It is not doubted that, 
the government was to be reimbursed both prin- 
cipal and interest, but the precise question for 
decision is, whether the company was required 
to pay the interest before the maturity of the 
principal. 

The solution of this question depends upon the 
meaning of the sth and 6th sections of the origi- 
nal act of 1 863, and the fifth section of the amen- 
datoryactof 1864. { 1 2 Statutes at Large, 492 ; 13 
Statutes at Large, 359.) The fifth section of (he 
original act contdns the undertaking of the gov- 
ernment, and the sixth defines the obligation of 
the company. By the fifth it is provided that on 
the completi f the road in sections of forty 
miles, ther bal be ss d delivered to the 

company a rt n mb f interest-bearing 
bonds of th U d S at payable thirty years 
after date, w th p ble semi-annually. 

And "to li P y" "' ^ '^^ United 

States, as '^ n fl p ovdd,' of the amount 
of said bo d g h w h all interest thereon 
whichshal h be pa d by the United States," 
it was further provided, that the issue and dehv- 
etyof the bonds should constitute a first mortgage 
on the property of the company, with a right re- 
served to the government to declare a forfeiture 
and take possession of the road and tel^aph 
line in case " of the refusal or failure of the com- 
pany to redeem said bonds or any part of them 
when requested to do so by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, in accordaace viUh the provisiem of 
the art." The manifest purpose of this section 
is to take a lien on the property of the corpora- 
tion for the ultimate redemption of the bonds. 
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principal and interest, but tliemannerof redemp- 
lion and time of it are left for further provision. 

That the government was expected in the iirst 
instance to pay ttie interest is dear enough, for 
the mortgt^e was taken to secure the repayment 
of the bonds, " together with all interest thereon 
which shall.have Ireen paid by the United States." 
This phrase implies a prior payment by the United 
States, whatever may be the duty of the corpora- 
tion in regard to reimbursement, as subsequently 
defined. Besides this, when repayment is spoken 
of, it is understood that something has been ad- 
vanced which is to be paid back. Apart from 
this, had it been the intention that the corporation 
itself should pay the interest as it fell due, plirase- 
ology appropriate to such a purpose would have 
been used. But when and how the reimburse, 
ment was lo be made was declared to be " as 
hereinafter provided," that is, in conformih' vrith 
the terms prescribed in another portion of the act. 
And that this is so, is evident enough from the 
Jatter part of the section, which directs the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to enforce the forfeiture 
and take possession of the road on failure of the 
corporation to redeem sud bonds or any part of 
them, (referring to the different periods of their 
; issue,) according to the plan of redemption thus 
' provided, or in other words, " in accordance with 
the provisions of this act." The obligations im- 
posed on the corporation, or assumed by them, m 
relation to the repayment of the bonds, are set 
forth entire in the next or sixth section, which, 
on account of its importance, is set forth at 
length. 

" Sbc. 6. And be it further enacted. That the 
grants aforesaid are made upon condition that 
said company shall pay said bends at maturity, 
and shall keep said raib-oad and telegraph line 
in repair and use, and shall at all times transmit 
dispatches over said telegraph line, and trans- 
port mails, troops, and munitions of war, supplies 
and public stores, upon sdd railroad for the gov- 
ernment, whenever required to do so by any de- 
partment thereof ; and Chat the government shall 
at all times have the preference in the use of the 
same for all the purposes aforesaid (at fair and 
reasonable rates of compensation, not to exceed 
the amounts paid by private parties for the S! 
kind of service) ; and all eompmsaiiims for 
vices rendered for the government shall be ap- 
plied to the payment of said bonds and intere 
until the whole amount is fully paid. Said coi 
pany may also pay the United States, wholly 
in part, in the same or other bonds, treasury 
notes, or other evidences of debt against thf 
United States, to be allowed at par, a?id aftei 
said road is completed, until said bonds and in 
terest are paid, at least five per centum of the ne 
earnings of said road shall also be annually 
applied to the payment thereof." 

Leaving out of consideration (he parts of this 
section not pertinent to the Resent inquiry, there 
are three things, and three only, which the cor- 
poration is required to do concerning the bonds 
m controversy, ist. To pay said bonds a 
turlty. ad. To allow the government to i 
the compensation due the corporation forsei 
rendered, and apply the same to the payment of 
the bonds and interest, until the whole amount is 
fully ptud. 3, To pay over to the government, 



.fier the road shall have been fully completed, 
five per cent, of the net earnings of the road, to 
be appropriated to the payment of the bonds and 

If we take the language used in its natural and 
obvious sense, there can be no difficulty in arriv- 
ing at the meaning of the condition " to pay said 
"i afrmaturity," which was imposed upon this 
corporation. As commonly understood, the word 
" maturity," in its application to bonds and other 
milaF instniments, refers to the time lixed for 
their payment, which is the termination of the 
period they have to run. The bonds in question 
bonds of the United States promisino to 
I ^ the holder of them one thousand dollars 
thirty years after date, and the interest every six 
montM. This obligation the government was 
required to perform, and as the bonds were 
issued and delivered to the corporation to be sold 
for the purp«ie of raising money to construct its 
road, it IS insisted that Congress must have meant 
to impose a corresponding obligation on the cor- 
poration. In support of this construction it is 
sought to give to the word " maturity " a double 
signification, applying it to each payment of in- 
terest as it falls due as well as (0 the principal. 
But this is extending the operation of words by a 
forced construction beyond their natural and 
ordinary meaning, which is contrary to all legal 
rules. Courts cannot supply omissions in legis- 
lation, nor afford relief because they are sdpposed 
to exist. "We are bound," said Justice BuUer 
in an early case in the King's Bench, " to take 
the act of Parliament as they have made it ; a 
casus omissus can in no case be supplied by a 
coHrt of law, for that would be to niake laws ; 
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sider whether such a law that has been passed be 
tyrannical or not." (Jones vs. Smart, I Term 
Reports, 44-52-) 

Lord Chief feiron Eyre, in the case of Gibson 
vs. Minet (1 H. B1-, 569-614), said : ■' I venture 
to lay it down as a general rule respecting the 
interpretation of deeds, that all latitude of con- 
struction must submit to this restriction, namely, 
that lAe wards may dear lAe sense which by con- 
strtiction is put upon them. If we step beyond 
this line we no longer construe men's deeds, but 
make deeds for them." This rule is as applica- 
ble to the language of a statute as to the lan- 
guage of a deed. The words "to pay said bonds 
at maturity" do not bear the sense which is sought 
to be attributed tothem. They imply, obviously, 
an obligation to pay both principal and interest 
when the time fixed for (he payment of the prin- 
cipal has passed; but they do not imply an obli- 
gation to pay the interest as it accrues and the 
principal when due. It is one thing to be te- 
quired to pay principal and interest when the 
bonds have reached maturity, and a wholly dif- 
ferent thing to be required to pay the interest 
every six months and the princijral at the end of 
thir^ years. The obligations are so different 
that they cannot both grow out of the direct 
words employed, and it is necessary to superadd 
other words in order to extend the condition so 
as to include the payment of semi-annual inter- 
est as it falls due. Neither on principle or au- 
thority is such a plain departure from the express 
letter of the statute warranted. And especially 
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is this so when tlii 

an eKtension of a condition to defeat a grant. 

The failure to perform the condition is cause 
of forfeiture. If the natural meaning of the 
words be adopted as the true meaning there can 
be no forfeiture until the bonds Ihemseives have 
matured. On the contraiy, if the construction 
contended for be allowed, the grants made to (he 
corporation are subject to forfeiture on each occa- 
sion that six months' interest falls due and is not 
met. It would require a pretty large inference 
to draw froni the language used anlhority to en- 
large in a particular so essential the terms of a 
condition assumed by the corporation when it 
assented to the act. Besides this, when Con- 
gress imposed this condition it well knew that the 
undertaking of the government bound it to pay 
to the holder of any bond interest every six 
months and the principal at tlie time tHe bond 
matured. With this knowledge, dealing as it 
did with the relations the company was to bear 
to the government on the receipt of these bonds, 
had it intended to exact of the company the pay- 
ment of interest before the maturity of the bonik, 
it would have declared its purpose in language 
about which there could be no misunderstanding. 
But, if the words " to pay said bonds at maturi- 
ty" do not give notice that this exaction was in- 
tended, neither do the other provisions of the 
sixth section. They created no obligation to 
keep down the interest, nor were they so in- 
tended. The proposition to retain the amount 
due the company for services rendered, and ap- 
ply it towards the general indebtedness of the 
company to the government, cannot be construed 
into a requirement that the company shall pay 
the interest from time to time and the principal 
when due. It was in the discretion of Congress 
to make this requirement, and then, as collateral 
to it, provide a special fund or funds out of 
whidi the principal ohliga^on could be dis- 
charged. TTiis Congress did not choose to do, 
but rested satisfied with the entire property of the 
company as security for the ultimate payment of 
the principal and interest of the bonds delivered 
to it, and, in the mean time, with special provis- 
ions looking to the reimbursement of the govern- 
ment for interest paid by it, and the application 
of the surplus, if any remained, to discharge the 
principal./ The company, for obvi 
might be very willing to accept the bonds of the 
government on these terms, and very unwiUing 
to come under an absohite promise to pay the 
current interest as it accrued. If it were in ■■ 
condition, either during the pri^ess of the work 
or on its completion, to earn anything, there wa 
no hardship in the proposed application of the 
compensation due it ; bt^ it can be readily 
if the company were required to raise money 
every six months to pay interest, when all ite 
available means were necessary to the prosecu- 
tion of the work, the burden might be very 
heavy. Congress did not see fit to impose this 
biu-den, and place the company in a position to 
risk the forfeiture of all its grants, in case of 
failure to provide the means to pay current in- 
terest. Besides, it is fair to infer that Congress 
supposed that the services to be rendered by the 
road to the goveniment would equal the interest 
to be paid ; and that this was not an unreasona- 



ctation, the published statistics of the 
of transporting military and naval stores 
and the mails to the Pacific coast, by the ancient 
methods, abundantly show. 

The views presented regarding the provision, 
that the government shall retain the compensa.- 
lion for services rendered by the company, either 
before or after the road is completed, are equally 
applicable to the provision, that after the road is 
completed, five per cent, of the net earnings of 
the road shall be antituiUj- applied to ihepay- 
of bonds and interest. It is not perceived 
how, on any principle of construction, an obli- 
gation of the corporation to pay the interest on 
the bonds every six months after they shall have 
been issued can be predicated on the terms of 
this provision, any more than on the terms of the 
other. Both are reserved funds out of which thu 
government was to be reimbursed in the first 
instance the interest it had paid, leaving the sur- 
plus, if any, to be applied to the payment of the 
principal of the bonds. 

In addition to all that has been said, there is 
;noagh in the scheme of the act, and the purposes 
:ontemplated by it, to show that Congress neveir 
ntended to impose on the corporation the obli- 
gation to pay current interest. The act was 
passed in the midst of war, as has been stated, 
when the means for national defense were deemed 
inadequate to the wants of the counliy, and the 

Eubhc mind was alive to the necessity of uniting 
y iron bands the destiny of the Pacific States 
with those of the Atlantic. Confessedly the un- 
dertalting was outside of the ability of private 
capital to accomplish, and only by the helping 
hand of Congress could the problem, difficult of 
solution under the most favorable circumstances, 
be worked out. Local business, as a source olT 
profit, could not be expected while the road was 
in course of construction, on account of the char- 
acter ol the country it traversed ; and whether 
when completed, as an investment it would prove 
valuable, was a question for time to determine,. 
But vast as the work was, limited as were the 
private resources to build it, the growing wants of 
the country, as well as the existing and future 
military necessities of the government, demanded 
that it be completed. Under the stimulus of tliese 
considerations Congress acted. It did not act 
for the benefit of private persons, nor in their 
interest, but for an object deemed essential to the 
security of the country, as well as to the pros- 
perity of the country. 

Compelled as it was to incorporate a private 
company to accomplish its object, it proffered the 
terms on which it would lend its aid, which, if 
deemed too liberal now, were then considered, 
with the lights before it, not more than sufficient 
to engage Uie attention of enterprising men, who, 
if not themselves capitalists, were in a position to 
command the use of capital. These terms looked 
to ultimate security, rather than immediate reim- 
bursement, and for the obvious reason that the 
corporation would require all its available means 
in construction; and to exact from it, while the 
work was in progress, the obligation to keep 
down the interest on the bonds of the United 
States, would tend to cripple the enterprise at a 
when the primary object with Congresr 
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ireasonable objection to the application "of all 
cVjmpensations for services rendered for the gov- 
ernment" from the outset, and "five percent, of 
t.he net earnings after the completion of the road," 
to the payment of the bonds and interest, and 
(these exactions were accordingly made. 

Of necessity there were risks to be taken in 
aiding with money or bonds an enterprise un- 
paralleled in Ihe history of any free people, which, 
if completed at all, would requite, as was sup- 
posed, twelve years in which to do it. But these 
risks were common to both parties, and Congress 
was obliged to assume its share and advance the 
bonds, or abandon the enterprise; for obviously 
the grant of lands, however valuable after the 
road was buih, could not be available as a re- 
source with which to build it 

If the road were a success, in addition to the 
benefit it would be to the United States, the cor- 
poration would be in a situation to repay ad- 
'Vances for interest, and pay the principal when 
due. If, on the contrary, the investment proved 
to be a failure, subjecting the private persons who 
«rabarked theit capital in it to a total loss, there 
was left for the government the entire property 
■of the corporation, of which immediate possession 
could be talcen on a declaration of forfeiture. 

In view of the circumstances under which the 
act of 1862 was passed, and the purposes to be 
accomplished by if, appearing as they do in the 
title as well as the body of the act, and constitut- 
ing as they do the public history of this legis- 
lation, this brief summary presents, as we think, 
fairly its scope and effect, which are inconsistent 
with the position asserted by the appellant. 

Notwithstanding the favorable terms proposed 
by Congress the road languished, and the effect 
of this was the amendatory act of 1S64. By this 
the grant of lands was doubled ; a second in lieu 
of a first mortgage accepted by the government, 
and a provision insetted that " only one-half of 
the compensation for services rendered for the 
government by said companies (meaning this and 
the auxiliary companies incorporated at the same 
time) shall be required to be applied to the pay- 
ment of the bonds issued by the governroent in 
aid of the construction of said rimd." 

This amendment was, without doubt, intended 
merely to modily the provision in Ihe original act 
so as to allow the government to retain only one- 
half of the compensation for services rendered, 
instead of all. Although the requirement in this 
provision is that the compensation shall be 
applied to " the payment of bonds," and in 1' 
former "to pay the bonds and interest," yet 
cannot be supposed that Congress intended 
relinquish the right secured in the former act 
make the application in the first place to the 
terest and then to the principal. The purpose 
of Congress could have been nothing more than 
to surrender on behalf of the government the 
right to retain the whole of the companies' earn- 
ings, and to accept in lieu of it the right to retain 
the half, leaving unaffected by this change any 
right touching this subject secured in the lorn: 
act. The clwinge was a very material one, a 
intended, doubtless, as a substandal favor to t 
companies; but on the principle contended foi 
would prove, instead of this, to be of no value. 
Of what possible advantage could it be to these 



payment for one-half their 
earnings, if Ihey were subject to a suit to recover 
it back as soon as it was paid ? And this is the 
effect of the provision on the theory that the com- 
panies are debtors to the government on every 
emi-annual payment of interest. They could 
lot, in the nature of things, have accepted the 
itipulation with an undeistanding that any such 
effect would be given it. If the government con- 
sents to the diminution of its security, so that 
only half of the prices due for services are to be 
applied to the payment of the interest or princi- 
j^, what is to become of the other half? Surely 
there is no implication that the government shall 
it; and, if not, who is to get it? Mani- 
festly the companies who have earned tlie 
me;'. 

It 13 very dear that the Congress of 1864 did 
<t suppose, in making this concession, that it 
would be barren of results, but as the rights of 
the parties have been settled by the construction 
*ven to the original provision on this subject, it 
unnecessary to pursue the subject further. 
The practice of the government, for a series of 
years, was ki conformity with the views we have 
talten of the effect of the charter, until the Secie- 
tary of the Treasury arrested the payment of the 
money earned by the companies for services ren- 
dered the government, and durected that it be 
widibeld. This action of the secretary brought 
the subject to the attention of Congress, and the 
act of March 3,1871, (l6 Stats, at Large, p. 525, 
section g,) was passed, directing that one-half of 
the money due the Pacific Railroad Companies 
for services rendered, either " heretofore or here- 
after," be paid them, leaving open the question 
of ultimate right for legal decision. 

After this, another act was passed on this sub- 
ject, by virtue of which this suit was instituted 
by the appellee in the Court of Claims. (Act of 
March 3, 1873, section 2, 17 Statutes at Large, 
p. 508.) It is contended that the purpose of this 
act is to repeal that portion of Ihe charter of the 
Union Pacific Company containing the provisions 
we have discussed. But, manifestly, the purpose 
was very different. It is true, the act directs the 
Secretary of the Treasury to withhold all pay- 
ments to the Pacific Companies on account of 
freights and transportation, bi 

the Court 0; 

transportation," and in such suit " the right of 
such company to recover the same upon the law 
and the facts shall be determined, and also the 
rights of the United States upon the merits of all 
the points presented by it in answer thereto by 
them." This means nothing more nor less than 
the remission to the judicial tribunals of the 
country of the question whether this company, anii 
others similai'ly situated, had the right torecovei 
from the government one-half of what it earned 
by transportation, which question was to he de- 
termined upon its merits. 

The merits of such a question are determined 
when the effect of the charter is determined. It 
is hardly necessary to say that it would have been 
idle to authorize a suit to be brought if it were 
the intention to repeal the provision' on which the 
suit could alone be predicated. 

We cannot go into an argument on the eonse- 
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quences which follow our decision. Conse- I 
qnencea are not on element to be considered in 
the determination of the question whether an act ' 
of incorporation is less beneiicial to the govem- 
D ent Uian it supposed. And whether on act of 
(-ongress be more or less politic and wise it is not 
ijur province to determine. When we have de- 
clared the meaning of it, if there be power to 
pass i(, our duty in connection with it is ended. 
Thejudgment of the Court of Claims is affirmed. 

Tlie Baltimore and Ohio IJoUroail case, 
Justice Bradley delivcrlug the Oplolon 
of tiie Conrt. 



pany t 
fifth ol 



No. 27.— October Term, 1874. 

The Baltimoic ^nd Ohio Railroad 1 Id crrar 10 Ihe 
Company, Flaintiff in Enor, 1 Court of Appeals 
vs. f "f '>" Slate of 

The State of Marylaod. J Macyland. 

Astipulation in the charter of a railroad com- 

Eany, that the company shall pay to the State a 
onus, or a portion of its earnings, is not repug- 
nant to the Constitution of the United States. 

Such a stipulation is different, in principle, 
from the imposition of a tax on the movement or 
transportation of goods or persons from one State 
to another. The latter is an interference with 
and a regulation of commerce between the States, 
and beyond the power of the State to impose ; 
the former is not. 

The power of a State to construct railroads and 
other highways, and to impose tolls, fare, or 
freight for transportation thereon, is unlimited 
and uncontrolled. The disposition of the 
enucs thus derived is subject to its own dr 
tion. But a State cannot impose a tax on 
movement of persons or property from one State 
to another. 

The cases of Crandall vs. Nevada, 6 Wall,. 
42, and Freight Tax Cases, 16 Wall., 333, cited 
and re-affirmed. 

ReUef from onerous and burdensome rates of 
transportation ijnposed under Slate authority 
must be sought in the competition of different 
lines, and, perhaps, in the power of Congress to 
establish post roads and ntcilitate military and 
commercial intercourse between the different 
parts of the country. 

The charter of the Baltimore and Ohio Rail- 



ington, contained a stipulation that the company 
at the end of every six months should pay to the 
Stale one-fifth of the whole amount received for 
the transportation of passengers. This charter 
was accepted and complied with formany years ; 
—liiM, 

ist. That this stipulation was not repugnant to 
the Constitution of the United States, 

2d. That it was a contract to pay, and not a 
receipt of money belonging to Ihe State; and, if 
unconstitutional, the objection could be set up as 
a defense to an action brottght by the Slate to 
recover the money. 

3d, That as the alleged unconstitutionality of 



the stipulation was set up as a defense, the Slate 
court Was bound to pass upon it : and having de* 
cided against the exemption thits claimed, this 
court is authorized to review the decision, ' 

MiLLEK, Justice, — I am of opinion that the 
statute of Maryland requiring the raih'oad com- 
' to pay into the treasury of the State one- 
of the amount received by it from passen- 
Ihe branch of the road between Baltimore 
and Washington, confined as it is exclusively to 
passengers, on that branch of the road, was in- 
tended to raise a revenue for the State from all 
persons coming to Washington by rail, and had 
that effect for twenty-five years, and that the stat- 
ute is, iherefore, void wilhin the principle laid 
down by this court in Crandall vs. Nevada, S 
Wallace. 

In the cases involving the immigration laws of 
New York and Louisiana, Justice Miller de- 
livering the opinion, it was held ; 

1. The caseof the City of New York vs. Miln, 
II Peters, 103, decided no more than that the 
requirement from the master of a vessel of a cata- 
logue of his passengers landed in the city, ren- 
dered to the mayor on oath, with a correct de- 
scription of their names, ages, occupations, places 
of birth, and of last legal setilement, was a police 
regulation within the power of the State to enact, 
and not inconsistent with ihe Constitution of the 
United States. 

2. The result of the Passenger Cases, 7 How., 
283, was to hold that a tax demanded of the master . 
or owner of the vessel for every such passenger, was 
a regulation of commerce by the State, in conflict 
with the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, and, therefore, void. 

3. These cases criticised, and the weight due 
to them as authority considered. 

4. In whatever language a statute may be 
ftamed, its purpose and its constitutional validity 
must he determined by its natural and reasonable 
effect. 

5. Hence, a statute which imposes a burden- 
some and almost impossible condition on the 

as a prerequisite to his landing his 
passengers, with an alternative payment of a small 
>t money for each one of them is, in fact, a 
1 the ship-owner for the right to land such 
passengeis, and in effect, on Ihe passenger him- 
self, since the ship-master makes him pay it in 
advance as part of his fare. 

6. Such a statute of a State is a regulation of 
commerce, and when applied to passengers from 
foreign countries, is a regulation of commerce 
with foreign nations. 

7. It is no answer to the charge that such reg. 
ulationof commerce by a State is forbidden by 
the Constitution to say that it falls wilhin the po- 
lice power of the States, for to whatever class of 
legislative powers it may belong, it is prohibited 
to the States if granted exclusively to Congress 
l^ that instrument. 

8. Though it be conceded that there is a class 
of legislation which may affect commerce, both 
with foreign nations and between the States, in 
regard to which the laws of the States may be 
valid in the absence of action under the auliior- 
ity of Congress on the same subjects, this can 
have no reference to matters which are, in their 
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nature, national, or which admit of a imiform 
system or plan of regulation. 

9. The statutes of New York and Louisiana, 
here under consideration, ate intended to regu - 
late commercial matters which are not only of 
national but of inlemational concern, and which 
are also best r^ulated by one^niform rule, ap- 
[)lica2)le alike to all the seaports of the United 
States. These statutes are, therefore, void, be- 
cause legislation on the subjects which they cover 
is confided exclusively to Congress by tbe clause 
of the Consdtution which gives to that body the 
"right to regulate commerce with foreign na- 

10. The constitutional objection to this tax on 
the passenger is not removed liecause the penalty 
for failure to pay does not accrue until twenty- 
four hours after he is landed. The penalty is 
iiicuired by the act of landing him without pay- 
ment, and is, in fact, for tbe act of bringing him 
into the State. 

1 1 . This court does not, in this case, under, 
take to decide whether or not a State may, in the 
atisence of all legislation by Congress on the 
same subject, pass a statute strictly lunited to de- 
fending itself against paupers, convicted crimi- 
nals, and otheis of tliat class, but is of opinion 
that to Congress rightfully and appropriately be- 
longs the power of legislating on the whole subject 

In the case involving the law of Califorijia re- 
specting Chinese immigrant5,Justice Miller de- 
hvering the opinion, it was held ; 

I. The statute of California which is the sub- 
ject of consideration in this case does not require 
a bond for every passenger, or commutation in 
money, as the statutes of New York and Louisi- 
ana do, but only for certain enumerated classes, 
among which ace " lewd and debauched women." 

z. But the features of the statute are such as to 
show very clearly that the purpose is to extort 
money from a large class of passengers, or to pre- 
vent their immigration to California altogether. 

3. The statute also operates directly on the 
passenger, for, unless the master or owner of the 
vessel gives an onerous bond for the future pro- 
tection of the State gainst the support of the 
passenger, or pays such sum as the commissioner 
of immigration chooses to exact, he is not per- 
mitted to land from the vessel. 

4. The powers which the commissioner is 
authorized to ejcercise under this statute are such 
as to bring the United States into conflict with 
foreign nations, and which can only belong to 
the federal government. 

5. If the right of the States to pass statutes to 
protect themselves in regard to the criminal, the 
pauper, and the diseased foreigner landing with- 
m their borders exists at all, it is limited to such 
laws as are absolutely necessary for that purpose, 
and this mere police regulation cannot extend so 
far as fo prevent or olstruct other classes of per- 
sons from the right to hold personal and com- 
mercial intercourse with the people of the United 
States. 

6. The statute of California !n this respect ex- 
tends far beyond the necessity in which the right 
is founded, if it exists at all, and invades the 
right of Congress to regulate commerce with 
foreign nations, and is, therefore, void. 



Decision of tlie TJ. S. Conrt of Claims on 
the Effect of "Amuestj." 

1875, April 7.— -In the case of Jolin Knote vs. 
United States, a citizen of West Vu^inia, who set 
forth that specified persona! property of his was 
seized and libeled on the gromid of his alleged 
treason aad rebellion, and by the decree of the 
Uiiiled States District Court for the district and 
State of West Virginia was condemned and, for- 
feited to the United States, under the act of July 
17, 1862, and sold, and the proceeds, amounring 
to #11,000, paid into the Treasury, an interesting 
decision was made. He averred that by virtue 
of the President's proclamation of December 25, 
1868, he was pardoned and relieved of all disa- 
biUlies and penalties attaching to the offence of 
treason and rebellion, for which said property 
was confiscated, and by virtue thereof he has 
been restored to all his rights, privileges or im- 
munities under the Constitution of &e United 
States and the laws made in pursuance thereof, 
and that he was entitled to receive from the 
United States the said proceeds of sale, and he 
prayed judgment for Sii,ooo. The defendants 
filed a general demurrer to the petition, and on 
that issue was joined and the case argued and 
submitted to the Court of Claims. 

Judge LoBiNO delivered the opinion of the 
court, giving the construction of the word " par- 
don" in the Constitution on the authority of 
Chief Justice Marshall, according to its signifi- 
cance in English law at the time the Constitution 
was adopted, and concluding as follows : 

When the Constitution gives to Congress the 
power to dispose of the public property and pro- 
vides that " no money shall be drawn from the 
public Treasary except by an appropriation made 
by law," it positively excludes the President from 
any control of the National property, real or per- 
sonal, and so it has always been held. The for- 
feiture in this case was l:^ the judgment that con- 
fiscated it to the United States as absolutely 
National property then as this capital is now, and 
as at the time of the adoption of our Consdtution. 
The King's power to restore forfeitures was 
merely the legal consequence of his title in them, 
and was not derived from and made no part of 
his direct prerogative power to pardon crimes. 
We think that the second section of the second 
article of the Constitution, in vesting in the Pres- 
ident the power to pardon crimes, did not auth- 
orize him to restore forfeitures or to dispose of 
that part of tbe national properly. By the act of 
July 17, 1S62, Congress authorized the President 
to grant to those who had participated in the re- 
bellion "pardon and amnesty," and both of these 
words are used in the proclamation of December 
25, 1868. The Legislature can neither extend 
nor restrict the power of the Executive to pardon 
crimes. The only question arising here is 
whether the word " amnesty" in the act of Con- 
gress authorized the President to restore forfeit- 
ures. What may be the technical meaning or 
effect of the word " amnesty" in other countries 
under different forms of government and different 
systems of law is foreign to our subject But the 
word "amnesty" does not belong to the common 
law and has no technical meaning in it, and can 
be used in it only in the meaning of its synonym 
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in our language, and that is oblivion, for the de- 
rivative and literal meaning of "amnesty" is 
removed from memory, and in the English law 
oblivion is the synonym of pardon, and it is so 
used in it, for the no. is entitled an act of free 
pardon, indemnity and oblivion, and these are 
also its special words of grant ; and the case un- 
der that act of Tombes, administrator, versus 
Etlierington, heretofore cited, therefore decrees 
expressly that a grant of " free pardon, indemnity 
iind oblivion" by , an act of parliament does not 
effect or include the restoration of forfeitures. 
We know of no decision or authority in English 
law that decides a grant of amnesty is or can be 
anything more than a grant of oblivion. The 
word " amnesty" properly belongs to international 
law, and is applied to treaties of peace following 
a state of war, and signifies there the burial 
in oblivion of the particular cause of the strife, 
so that it shall not be again a cause of war be- 
tween the parties, and the signifleation of " am- 
nesty" is fully and practically expressed in the 
Indian custom of burying the hatchet, and so 
" amnesty" is applied to rebellions which by their 
magnitude are brought within the rules of interna- 
tional law, and in which multitudes of men are 
the subjects of the clemenq? of the Govemmenf. 









ohltvion, and never expresses or implies a grant. 
It is observable that the Executive proclamations 
of pardon previous to that of December 2$, l86S, 
proffered in terms a restoration of property, while 
the proclamation of December 2$, 1868, relied 
upon in this case, used the words : " Restoration 
of rights, privileges and immunities." It might 
be that these words would be satisfied by a mere 
removal of disabilities, hut we have not sought to 
found an argument on this diflerence of phrase- 
ology. On the whole case, we are of opinion that 
the proclamation of December 25, 1868, does not 
entitle the petitioner to a restoration of the con- 
tiscated property claimed in his petition, and the 
order of the court is that the petition be dis- 
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Decisions of State CourtSp 

In Indiana, November 25, 1874, the Supreme 
Court submitted an opinion, affirming the consti- 
tutionality of certain State legislation on the sub- 
ject of Public Schools, A full abstract is given 
of Chief justice Buskirk's opinion; 

bamuel Gary, John Beaver and Worthington 
Craig vs. Gary Carter. From the Marion Supe- 
rior Court, This was a proceeding by mandate, 
on the part of the appellee against the appellants. 
The appellee in his petition alleges that he was a 
citizen of (he State of Indiana and resided in 
School District No. 2, in Lawrence Township, 
Marion County, in the s^d State, and was a tax- 
pajrer therein. That he was the father of two 
children, Maiy and Edward Carier, and the 
grandfather of I^na and John Carter, all of 
whom reside with him; that he was a negro of 
African descent, and that his said children and 
grandchildren were all negroes of the full blood, 
and of the same descent; that his children and 



grandchildren were respectively of the a^e that 
entitled them to the benefits of the common- 
schools in the said district ; that there was a com- 
mon-school for white children in progress in said 
district, and that his said children and grandchild- 
ren presented themselves at the school-house in 
said district, and 4fmanded admission, and to be 
taught therein with the white children, hut were 
refused admission by the appellees, Beaver and 
Craig, the Director and ^eilcjler of said school, 
for ue reason that SEud school was a school for 
white children, and not for negro children; that 
after the refusal aforesaid he caused to be served 
upon the appellants a written request and de- 
mand that his said children and grandchildren 
should i>e received and taught in said school with 
the white children of said district, but they were 
refused admission solely on the ground that they 
were negroes ; that said appellants, and all other 
persons have wholly neglected, failed and refused 
to provide any school in said district, or in any 
adjoining district, near enough for said children 
to attend as scholars ; and that by reason of the 
said premises, his said children and grandchild- 
ren are denied all opportunity (0 attend any 
school in said district as abounding in the neigh- 
borhood, as in right and law they are entitled 
to do. 

The aid of (he Court was requested to declare 
the right of admission of said negro children in 
the school for while children, and to compel the 
appellants to admit them. 

It is very plain and obvious to us that by the 
supplemental act of May 13, lS6g, the Le^s- 
latme has provided for the education of the white 
and colored children of the State in separate 
schools; and the question presented for our de- 
cision is, whether such legation is in conflict 
with (he Constitution of the State or the Consti- 
tution of the United States. 

It is contended that the act in question is 
repugnant to Sec. 23 of Art. I, and Sec. I of 
Art. 8, and they use Question 23. The General 
Assembly shall not grant to any citizen or class 
of citizens, privileges or immunities wliich upon 
the same terms shall not equally belong to all 
citizens. I G. & H. 33. 

Sec. I, Art. 8 (1 G. & H. 48) declares, that 
knowledge and learning generally diffused 
throughout a community, being essential to the 
preservation of a free government, it shall be the 
duty of the General Assembly to encourage by 
all suitable means, moral, intellectual, scieitUfic 
and agricultural improvements, and to provide by 
law for a general and uniform system of common 
schools, wherein tuition shall be, without charge, 
equally open to all. 

It is important that we should settle in ad- 
vance the rules by which we are to be guided in 
placing a construction upon the constitutional 
provisions above quoted. In the State vs. Gil- 
son, 36 Ind., 389, we held that it was settled by 
very high authority that, in placing a construction 
upon a written constitution, or any clause or part 
thereof, a court should look to the history of the 
times, and examine the state of things existing 
when [he Consdtniion, or any part thereof, was 
framed and adopted, to ascertain the old law, the 
mischief, and the remedy. 

The Court should also look to the nature and 
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object of the particular powers, duties and riglUs 
in question, with all the aids and lights of con- 
temporary history, and give to tlie words of each 
provision just such operation and force consistent 
with their It^timate meaning ss will fairly se- 
cure ^e end proposed. Kendall vs. The United 
States, 12 Peters, 524; Priggs vs. The Common- 
wealth, 16 Peters, S39. 

After citing a multitude of authorities upon 
questions of constitutional construction, the Judge 
proceeds to remartc that it is scarcely conceivable 
that a, case can arise where a Court would be 
justifiable in declaring any part of a written con- 
stiludon nugatory because 6f ambiguity. One 
part may qualify another, so as to explsun its 
operation, or apply it otherwise than the natural 
construction would require if it stood by itself; 
but one part is not to be allowed to defeat 
another, if, by any reasonable construction, the 
two can be made to stand together. 

Ill support of the above proposition, reference 
is made in the notes to the following authorities : 
People vs, Merrill, 21 Wend. 584; Newell vs. 
People, 7 New York, 109 ; Wekerson vs. Davis, 
3 Barb, 196; People vs. Blodgett, 13 Michigan, 
138; United States vs. Fisher, a Cranch, 339, 
and many other decisions of high authority. 

The application, he proceeds, of the rules of 
construction heretofore laid down to the various 
provisions of our Constitution will conclusively 
demonstrate that the provisions of the section 
raider eKaminatioii have no application to the 
children and grandchildren of the appellee. 

One of the cardinal rules of construction is, 
that courts shall give effect to the intent of the 
framers of the instrument and of the people in 
adopting it. Then, as it Is manifest that neither 
the framets of the <>jnstitution, nor the people in 
adopting it, intended that the children ol the 
African race should participate in the advantages 
of a general and uniform system of common 
Echoob, we possess no power to adjudge to them 
what was not designed for them. 

Another rule of construction is, that, in plac- 
ing a construction upon one section or clause, 
courts are required to examine the whole instru- 
ment and to give effect, if possible, to the whole 
instrument ; and if different parts seem to con- 
flict, the courts must harmonize them if possible, 
and lean in favor of a construction which will 
render every word operative rather than one 
which may make some idle and'nugatory. There 
is but one construction which will preserve the 
unity of harmony and consistency of our State 
Constitution, and that is to hold that it was made 
and adopted by, and for the exclusive use and 
enjoyment of, the white race. Any other con- 
struction would convict the members of the Con- 
Mitufional Convention and the voters of the State 
of the grossest inconsistency, absurdity, and in- 
justice. It would be monstrous to hold that the 
framers of the Constitution, in adopting, and the 
voters of the State in ratifying it, intended that 
the common schools of the State should he open 
to the children of the African race, when, by the 
same instrument, that portion of such race as 
then resided in the State were denied all politi- 
cal rights, privileges, and immunities, and the 
further emigration of thiW: race into the State was 
prohibited by the thirteenth article of the Constitu- 



tion, which received the all 
provai of (he voters of the State. 

Another important rule of construction is, that 
the meaning of a Constitution is fixed when it 
is adopted, and it is not different at any subse- 
quent time when a Court has occasion to pass 
upon it. A Constitution Is infallible, and cannot 
bend to convenience as modified by public opin- 
. It is therefore the duty of the tk)urt to de- 
clare the law as it is written, leaving to the peo- 
ple in their sovereign capacity to make such 
change as new Conventions may require, and in 
our opinion, using the appropriate language of 
Judge Cooley, " llie Court or Legislature which 
should allow a change in public ' ' '" '" 

stitution not warranted by the inti 
founders, would be justly chargeable with reck- 
is disregard of official oath and public duty." 
In the case of Lewis vs. Henly, 2 Ind., 332, 
this Court was required to place a construction 
upon a constitutional provision by which interests 
similar to these were affected, and it was then 
held that n^o children were not entitled to ad- 
mission to the schools with the white children, 
and that the Legislature had the right under the 
Constitution to exclude ncsro children from our 
public schools. It was further held that, although 
the negro might be entitled to share in the fund 
derived from the sale of lands donated by Con- 



provide for a general and uni- 
form system of common schools. Both provide 
that the tuition should be free and the schools 
equally open to all. Both Constitutions deprived 
the negro of all political rights. If the Legisla- 
ture, under the Omstitution of i8i6,had the right 
to exclude the negro from the public schools for 
white children, it is difficult to see why it may 
not be done under the present Constitution. 

Having - reached the true construction of the 
Constituiion of this State, as it came from the 
hands of its framers, and received the sanction of 
her qualified voters, the next step is to find oirt 
the extent of its qualification as changed by the 
Constitution of the United States. Sec s, of Art. 
4 of the Constitution of the United States declares, 
"That tiie citizens of each Slate shall be entitled 
to all privileges and immunities of citizens in the 
several States." This section, at an early date, 
received a construction in the case of Carlield vs. 
Caryell, which has ever since been rect^niied 
and approved. It relates only to " those privi- 
leges and inmiunities which are fundamental," 
and which all may be comprehended under the 
following heads : Protection by the Government, 
with the rights to acquire and possess property of 
every kind, and to pursue and obtain happiness 
and safety, subject, nevertheless, to such restraints 
as the Government may prescribe for the general 
good of the whole. 

In the State et al. Grunes vs. Weban and 
others, zi Ohio State 198, the Supreme Court of 
that State uses the following ' language : " It 
would seem, then, that under the Constitution 
and laws of this State, the right to classify the 
youth of the State for school purposes, en the 
basis of color, and to assign them to separate 
schools for education, both upon well recognised 
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legal principles and the repeated adjudication of 
thii Court, is loo firmly establisiied to be now 
judicially disturbed." 

Unquestionably all doubts, where any existed, 
as to the citizenship of colored per30t\a, and their 
right to the equd protection of the laws, are 
settled. But neither of them were denied to 
them in this State before the adoption of ihb 
amendment. At all events, the statutes classify- 
ing the youth of the State for school purposes on 
the basis of color, and the decisions of this Court 
in relation thereto, were noC at all based upon a 
denial that colored persons were citizens, or that 
they are entitled to the equal protection of the 

It would seem, then, that these provisions of 
the amendment to the Constitution contain noth- 
ing conilicting with the statute authorizing the 
classification in question. Any State is forbid- 
den to make or enforce any law which will 
abridge the privileges or immanities of dtizens 
of the United States. This involves the inquiry 
as to what privileges or immunities are embraced 
in the inhibition of this clause. We are not 
aware that this has as yet been judicially settled. 
The language of the clause, however, taken in 
connection with other provisions of the amend- 
ment, and of the Constitution of which it forms a 
part, affords strong reasons for believing that it 
includes such privileges or immunities as are de- 
rived from, or recogmzed by, the Constitution of 
the United States. 

All the privileges of the school-system of this 
State are derived solely from the Constitution 
and laws of the State. 

The question under consideration is the same 
that has been heretofore determined in this State, 
that a classification of the youth of the State foe 
school purposes upon any basis which does not 
exclude eidier class from equal school advan- 
vantages is no infringement of the equal rights of 
citizens secured by the Constitudon of the State. 
We have seen that the law in the case before us 
works no substantial inequality of school privi- 
leges between the children of both classes in the 
localities of the parties. 

In our opinion, the Court below erred in af. 
firming the action of the Court in special term, 
and the judgment is reversed, with costs, and 
the cause is remanded to the Court below, with 
dkecUons to that Court to ovettule the judgment 
of the Court in special term, in overriding the 
demurrer to the petition for a mandate. 



The Plaintiff's lawyers, Gordon, Brown and 
Lamb, excepted.to the opinion and judgment of 
the Court, and announced their intention to ap- 
peal to the Supreme Court of the United States, 
first, however, asking the Supreme Court of In- 
diana to grant them a re-hearing. 

The opinion of the Superior Court, in the pro- 
ceeding {April l6di, at Indianapolis) reviewed 
above, was given by Judge Perkins, and is thus 
stated briefly in the nevrepapers of the day : 

Great ability and research have characteriied 
arguments upon the motion. I shall not follow 
the counsel over the wide field they traversed 
argument. I shall limit myself to the statemei 
of a few propositions, which seem to me to su 
port the conclusion to which I have arrive 



The ultimate question in the case to he decided 
is this ! Have the children residing in the various 
districts in the different townships of the State, 
which no separate schools have been organised 
for colored children, a right to attend the school 
organized in such townships in common with 
white children ? On the 28th of July, 1866, the 
Fourteenth Amendment became a part of the Con- 
stitution of the United States. That amendment 
ordered that all persons bom or naturalized in the 
United States and sulqect to the laws and penalties 
thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the 
Slate wherein they reside. Article 8, Section I, of 
the Constitution of the State of Indiana, reads: 
Knowledge and learning generally diffused 
throughout a community, being essential to the 
preservation of free government, it shall be the 
duty of the General Assembly to encourage, by 
all suitable means, moral, intellectual, scientific, 
and agricultural improvement, and to provide by 
law for a general and uniform system of common 
schools, herein tuition shall he without charge 
and enually open to all." This expression 
" equally open to all," includes M least all citi- 
zens, and the system of common schools is com- 
posed of the various district schools of the State. 
At the date of the taking effect of the Fourteenth 
Amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States, the State of Indiana had in operation a 
system of common schools, wherein tuition was 
free to white children under 21 years of age, 
they being citizens of the State ; and on the taking 
efTect of that amendment, the several schools 
composing that system, by virtue of the section 
alMve quoted iiom our State Constitution, became 
open and free to colored children, also being un- 
der 21 years of age. As that amendment placed 
them in the class of citizens, they had the right 
to enter and attend those schools until reasonably 
convenient separate schools, substantially equal 
in educational advantages, were provided for 
them by the Stale ; and whenever in any township 
such schools are not provided for them by the 
State, colored children, being dtizens and under 
years of age, still retwn the right conferred 
..,.jn citizens' children to attend the common 
schools, equally with the white children in such 
locality. 

Women as Jnstlces of tlie Peace. 

In Maine, Febmary 6, 1S74, the Supreme 
Judicial Court were asked these questions : 

Mrsl. Under the constitution and laws of this 
State, can a woman, if duly appointed and quali- 
fied as a Justice of liie Peace, legally perform all 
acts pertaining to such office ? 

Second. Would it be competent for the Legis- 
lature to authorize the appointment of a married 
or unmarried woman to the ofSce of Justice of 
the Peace ; or to administer oaths, take acknowl- 
edgements of deeds, or solemnize marriages, so 
that the same shall be legal and valid? 

The opinion of the court, drawn by Chief Jus- 
tice John AppLeTON, and concurred in by Jus- 
tices Jonas Cctting, John A. Peters, Charles 
Danfortk and Wm. Wirt Vikgin, is as fol- 

To the questions proposed we have the honor 
to answer as follows : 
Whether it is expedient that women should 
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hold the ofhce of Justice of the Peace a not an 
inquiry proposed for our consideration. It is, 
wlietiier, under the existing constitution, they can 
be appointed lo such ofiice, ind can legally dis- 
charge Its duties 

By the constitution of Massachusetts, of which 
we formerly constituted a portion, the entire 
political power of that commonwealth was vested, 
under certain conditions, in its male inhabitants 
of a prescribed age. They alone, and to the ex- 
clusion of the other sei, as determined W its 
h ghes urt of law, could exercise the judicial 
n as existing and established by that In- 

B th act relating to the separation of the 
D f Miune from Massachusetts, the 

th nty o determine upon the question of sepa- 

rati nd to elect delegates to meet and form a 

uti n was conferred upon the " inhabitants 

h end towns, districts and plantations in 

h D ct of Maine qualified to vote for 

G and Senators," thus excluding the 

n from all participation in the formation 

ns tution, and in the oi^anization of the 

mm nt under it. Whether the constitution 

h d should not be adopted, was specially, 

b h rganic law of its existence, submitted to 

h male inhabitants of the State. 

It thus appears that the constitution of the 
State was the work of its male citizens. It was 
ordained, established and ratified by ihem, and 
by them alone. By it the powers of government 
were divided into three distinct departments i 
legislative, executive and judicial. By article 
6th, section 4, lustices of flie Peace ace vecog- 
nized as judicial ofiicers. 

By the constitution, the whole political power 
of the State is vested in its male citizens. When- 
ever in any of its provisions, reference is mode to 
sex, it is to duties to be done and performed by 
male members of the community. Nothing in 
the language of the constitution or in the debates 
of tlie convention by which it was formed, indi- 
cates any purpose whatever of any surrender of 
poiidcal power by those who had previously en- 
joyed it, 01 a transfer of the same to those who 
had never possessed it. Had any such design 
then existed, we cannot doubt that It would have 
been niade manifest in fitting and appropriate 
language. But such intention is nowhere dis- 
closed. Having regard then, to the rules of She 
common law as to me rights of women, married 
and unmarried, as then existing — to the history 
of the past — to the universal and unbroken practi- 
cal consiniclion given to the constitution of this 
State sad to that of the commonwealth of Mass- 
achusetts, upon which that of this State was 
modelled — we are led to the inevitable conclusion 
that it was never in the contemplation or inten- 
tion of those forming our constitution that the 
offices thereby created should be filled by those 
who could take no part in its original formation, 
and to whom no political power was entrusted 
for the oi^anization of the government then about 
to be established under its provisions, or for its 
continued existence and preservation when estab- 

The same process of reasoning which would 
lanction the conferring judicial power on women 
under the constitution would authorize the giving 



executive power by malting them Sherifls 
and Major-Generals. 

But while the offices enacted by the constitu- 

m are lo be filled exclusively by the male mem- 
bers of the State, we have no doubt that the 
Legislature may create new ministerial ofiices not 
enumerated therein, and, if Ihey deem expedient, 
may auGioriie the performance of the duties of 
" e offices so created by persons of either sex. 

To the first question proposed, we answer in 
the negative. 

To the second, we answer that it is competent 
for the Legislature to authorize the appointment 
of a married or unmaaied woman to administer 
oaths, take acknow 
eranize marriages, s 
and valid. 

Justices Charles W, Walton and Wm. G. 
Barrows unite in a dissenting opinion, and Jus- 
tice J. G. DlCKERSON gave a separate dissenting 
opinion. 

Decision on the Powers of a Gonstltn- 
tiooal CoBvention. 

n Pennsylvania, the new Constitution was 
adopted l)y a vote of a majority of the Convention 
who made it, November 3, 1S73, and was sub- 
milted to a vote of the people, December 16, 
1873, by whom it was adopted. Pending this 
vote of the people application was made to Judge 
Stowe of the District Court for Allegheny county, 
for an injunction to restrain the Secretaiy of the 
Commonwealth Irom issuing his proclamation for 
the election — which was refused; and the case 
was carried to the Supreme Court,Bby whom an 
opinion was given, November 3, 1874, which has 
historical value for its discnssion of the powers of 
a Constitutional Convention. It was delivered 
by Chief Justice Agniw, and, so far as it appears, 
was concurred in by all the Judges : 

Robert Woods et al. vs. M. S. Quay, Secretary 
of State et al. Appeal from the decree of the 
Court of Common Pleas of Allegheny county. 

The change made by the people in their poli- 
tical institutions, by the adoption of the proposed 
Constitution since this decree, forbids an inqauy 
into the merits of the case. The question is no 
longer judicial, but in afiirming the decree we 
must not seem to sanction any doctrine in the 
opinion dangerous to the liberties of the peOTile. 
The claim for absolute sovereignty in the Con- 
vention, apparently sustained in the opinion, is of 
such magnitude and overwhelming importance to 
the people themselves, it cannot be passed un- 
noticed. In defence of their just rights, we are 
bound to show that it Is unsound and dangerous. 
Their liberties would be suspended by a thread 
more slender than the hair which held the tyrant's 
sword over the head of Damocles, if they could 
not, while yet their existing government remained 
imdianged, obtain from the Courts protection 
against the usurpation of power by their servants 
in the convention. When they become complain- 
ants, the convention must defend and show their 
authority. 

It was contended in the case of Francis Wells 
et al, vs, James Bain et al,, involving the legality 
of an ordinance of the Convention, argued at 
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Philadelphia in December last, Ihst the Conven- 
tion had the pgwer to ordain ordinances having 
the present force of law ; and the instant power 
to proclaim a constitution, binding without rati- 
fication, irrespective of the matter adopted by 
the people, to exercise their tight to alter or 
amend their frame of government. This imputed 
sovereignty in a convention called and oi^anized 
under n law, as the very means adopted by the 
people lo exercise their reserved right of amend- 
ment, owing to the briefness of the lime, was not 
(Uscussed in that case with the fulness the im- 
portance of the question to the people demanded. 

There is no subject more momentous or deeply 
interesting to the people of this State than an as- 
sumption of absolute power by theit servants. 
The claim of a body of mere deputies to exercise all 
their sliverdgnty,absolutely,instantly,and without 
ratification, is so full of peril to a free people, liv- 
ing under thdr own instituted government and a 
well-matured bill of rights, the bulwark and 
security of their liberties, that they will pause 
before they allow the claim and inquire how they 
delegated this fearful power and how they ace 
thus absolutely bound and can be controlled by 
persons appointed to a special service. Struck 
by the danger and prompted by self-interest, 
they will at once distinguish between their au>» 
righls and the powers ihey commit to others. 
These rights it is, the judiciary is called in to 
maintain. The very rights of the people and 
freedom itself demand, therefore, that no such 
absolute power shall be imputed to the mere dele- 
gates of the people to perform the special service 
of amendment, unless it is clearly expressed, or 
as clearly implied, in the manner chosen by the 
people to communicate their authority. 

A Convention has no itihermi rights ; it exer- 
cises powers only. Dilegated power defines 
itself. To he delegated it must come in some 
adopted manner to convey it by some defined 
means. This adopted manner therefore becomes 
the measure of the power conferred. The right 
of the people is absolute in the language of the 
bill of rights, " to alter, reform, or abolish their 
Government in such manner as l&sy may think 
proper." This right being theirs, they may im- 
part so much or so little of it as they shall deem 
expedient. It is only viken they exercise this right, 
and not before they determine by the mode they 



imputes sovereignty to a Convention, because of 
the reservation in the bill of rights, is utterly 
illcgical and unsound. The bill of rights is a 
reservation of rights out of the general powers of 
government to tkemseh/is, but is no delegation 
of power to a Convention. It defines no manner 
or mode in which the people shall proceed to 
exercise their right, hut leaves that to their 
after choice. Until then it is unknown how they 
will proceed, or what powers they will confer on 
their delegates. Hence we must look beyond 
the bill of rights to the mode adopted by the 
people to find the extent of the power they intend 
to delegate. These modes were stated and dis- 
cussed in the opinion in Wells et. al. vs. Bsun et. 
al. If, by a mere determination of the people t< 
call a Convention, whether it be by a vote oi 
otherwise, the entire sovereignty of the peopli 



passes ipso facto into a body of deputies or attor- 
neys, so that these deputies can, without ratifi- 
cation, alter a government and abolish its bill of 
rights at pleasure, and impose at will a new gov- 
ernment upon the people without restraints upoD 
the governing power, no true liberty remains. 
Then the servants sit above their masters by the 
merest imputation, and a people's welfare must 
always rest upon the transient circumstances of 
the hour, which produce the convention and the 
accidental character of the majority which con- 
trols it. Such a doctrine, however suited to revo- 
lutionary limes, when new governments must be 
formed as best the people can, is wholly imfitted 
when applied to a state of peace and to an exist- 
-■-- - government, instituted by the people them- 
es and guarded by a well matured bill of 

To impute absolute power to a Convention of 
ere delegates, from a vote on the simple qnes- 
m of calling it, as for example under the act 
of 187 1, is to assume a grant by the people with- 
out terms, without the means of limitation, and 
without any clearly evinced intent. It is an as- 
sumption without a just basis against the secur- 
ity, the interest and the welfare of the people, 
which no body of men have a right to make, and 
no judicial reason or rule can justify. It contra- 
venes the rightful and necessary prerogative of 
the people to determine their own institutions by 
ratification or rejection, and in this respect con- 
travenes the very language and spirit of the Bill 
of Rights, by which they reserved to tkemseh/es 
the right to change their form of government. It 
also conflicts with that universal rule, that no 
agent or subordinate can cldm the powers, liber- 
ties or franchises of the people, except by their 
express grant, or by a plain and certain implica- 
tion. What intent is more doubtfid? Nay, what 
clearer nen sequi/ur is it, than to affirm, because 
a people vote to call a Convention, they therefore 
strip themselves of their most essential power to 
ratify or reject the work of their delegates ? The 
inference is the very reverse ; for a vote for a Con- 
vention, which must be called aJlerwards by law, 
from its very nature refers the Constitution and 
powers of a Convention so to be called, to the 
kw, which the people use to accomplish their 
purpose. Such was the nattureof theactof 1871. 
It was simply an order assuming its mandatory 
character to call a Convention. It was not a call 
itself, and it provided no terms in which the call 
should be made. The people were silent on this 
point, and therefore no implication can be made 
against their essential right to protect themselves. 
The mandatory character of the call does not 
alter the inference from the vote, or extend the 
intent evinced by it. The effect of the vote 
remains simply,that a Convention shall be called. 
The elector expressed no power to be conferred. 
The total vote evinced no common teims, and 
certainly none that the power to be transferred to 
the Convention when called and organized 
should be that of absolute will, without mtifica- 
don or approval. This is tested 1^ a very sim- 
ple and practical question ; Did the people when 
they voted to call a convention intend to strip 
themselves of the power to ratify or reject the 
work of their servants ? If so, where is the evi- 
dence of this intent? Every elector knows as a 
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fact no such proposidon was made lo him. On 
the quesCiou of power, the minds of the people 
met on no common ground of intent. The desire 
of one was not that of another, and a. third may 
have diifered from both. Therefore, to impute 
absolute sovereignty of will to the Oinvention 
to be called, from the vague and inexpresave 
implication of the vote on Uie question of calling 
a convention, is to assume a grant where none 
exists, or can be fairly inferred, compatibly with 
the rights and liberties of the people. Its effect 
is to declare the impoteney of the people, and 
the absolute potency of their agents. It is to de- 
termine a question of anlhority against the prin- 
cipal, and in favor of the agent or servant, with- 
out any evidence of an iiitention to transmit the 
power. 

The people have the same right to limit the 
powers of their delegates, that they have to bound 
the power of their representatives. Each are 
representatives, Imt only in a different sphere. 
It is simply evasive to affirm that the Leg^lalure 
cannot limit the right of the people to alter or re- 
form the government. Certainly it cannot. The 
question is not opon the power of the L^islaiure 
to restrain the people, but upon the right of the 
people, by the instmmentality of the law, to limit 
their delegates. Law is the highest form of a 
people's will in a state of peaceful government. 
When a people act through a law the act is theirs, 
and the fact that they use the Legislature as their 
instrument to confer their powers makes them the 
superiors, and not the L^tslature. The idea 
which lies at the root of the fallacy, that a con- 
vention cannot be controlled by law, is that the 
convention and the people are identical. But 
when the question to be determined is between 
th p p and the convention, the fallacy is ob- 
VI S ch a metonymy may do for a flourish 

het n , but not for grave aigument. The 
p rt he question are the people on the one 

h nd d the convention on the other. The 
p p ge an usurpation of power in this, that 

h tion seek to bind them without their 

ratih The question then is, vihat power 

was conferred ? TTie judiciary sits to decide be- 
tween them. The people havmg challenged their 
power to set a government over them at will, the 
agents must show their authority to do this. The 
latter put in evidence the act of 1871 as their 
authority. Then the issue is, does the act of 
1871, simply ordering a Convention to be called, 
confer this absolute, extraordinary and dangerous 
power upon a body of men not yet called into 
being, and which can have neither being nor 
power except by the further act of the people 
through the instrumentality of a law. To make 
the law odious, it is assumed that the Legislature 
is or may be corrupt. But this is aside from the 
true question of power. In a governmental and 
proper sense, lain is the highest act of a people's 
sovereignty, while their government and consti- 
tution remain unchanged. It is the supreme will 
of the people expressed in the forms and by the 
authority of their constitution. It is their own 
appointed mode through which they govern them- 
selves, and by which they bind themselves. So 
long as their frame of government is unchanged 
in its grant of all legislative power, these laws are 
supreme over all siHijecfs, unforbidden by the in- 



strument itself. The calling of a 
regolaling its action by law is not forbidden in 
the Constitution. It is a conceded manner, 
through which the people may exercise the right 
reserved in the bill of rights. It falls, therefore, 
within the protection of the bill of rights as a 
very manner in which the people may proceed to 
amend their Constitution, and delegate the only 
powers they intend to confer, and as the means 
whereby they may, by limitation, defend them- 
selves against those who are called in to exercise 
their powers. The Leg;islaJ:are may not confer 
powers by law inconsistent with the rights, 
safety and liberties of the people, because no 
consent to do this can be implied, but they may 
pass limitations in favor of the essential rights of 
the people. The right of the people to restr£un 
their delegates by law cannot be denied, unless 
the power to call a convention by law and the right 
of self-protection be also denied. It is, therefore, 
the right of the people and not of the L^slature 
to be put by law above the convention, and to 
require the delegates to submit their work for 
tatilicatton or disapproval. 

To argvie a want of authority in the law from 
the alleged character of those who passed it is 
bad lt«ic, and an undeserved reproach, in view 
of the liberality of the subsequent act of 1872, 
which opened a wide door to men of all parties, 
and filled the convention with the best men in 
the State. When it is conceded that a conven- 
tion can be called and organized by law, the 
number and qualifications rf the del^ates pre- 
scribed, their districts defined, their mode of se- 
lection or appointment determined, their time and 
place of meeting fixed, and their compensation 
declared by law, the binding force al law must 
be conceded. The convention was a creation of 
law, and its members the oflspring of law — fitly 
by the mere force of law, without a popular elec- 
tion. How, then, can the power of law be de- 
nied ? Without it no delegates had existed, and 
no power had been transmitted to them. It is a 
solecism and a fallacy to assert that a law has the 
power to transmit the authority of the people, and 
yet is a nuliity in the terms of its transmission. 
If the authori^ of the people passes to the con- 
vention outside of the law, the people are left 
without the means of self-protection except by 
revolution. Then the singular spectacle is pre- 
sented of the absolute sovereignty of the people 
being vested in a body of agents without any 
known means of transmission or of limitadon. 
But clearly this cannot be when the fondamental 
rights of the people are at stake. To estop them 
from their right to accept or reject the work of 
the convention, there must be an evident channel 
pointed out, through which their power passed 
to the convendon to ordain at pleasure a consti- 
tution or binding ordinances. The force of the 
aigument cannot be avoided, by a reference to 
the well-known purity of character of the dele- 
gales. The persennel of the convention has no- 
thing to do with the question of delegated power. 
It may help (o suppress an inquiry into the power, 
but however presently popular the doctrine of 
self-imputed sovereignty may be to those whose 
integrity forbids intentional wrong, as a question 
of power the doctrine is unfounded in principle, 
repugnant to right reason, incompatible with 
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safety, dangerous to liberty, and unsnii 
of agitation and excitement, which 
overcome the people. 

No ai^ument for the implied power of abso- 
lute sovereignly in a convention can be drawn 

m ntionary times, when necessity begets 

g ernment. Governments thus accepted 

d by silent submission alfbrd no prece- 

d ts he power of a Convention in a time of 

p tranquillity, and for a people living 

established, safe institutions. While 

ns are weU-known historical modes of 

p n the formation of Constitutions, they 

p ng; for histoiy does not define Iheir 

estop the people from asserting their 

re can be no estoppel by precedent 

g e fundamental rights of the people. 

L m m St be set to power. liberty demands 

abso curity. No people can be safe in the 

p ese fa divine tight to rule, or of self-im- 

p reignty in their servants to bind them 

h atification. 

N IS the improbability of a wrong use, or an 
powef, a sound argument in the light of 
w knowledge. We have seen a public 
m ormed and elections carried in a few 
h and yet the subject of excitement was as 
as it was sudden. Men have been 
p b d for religion's sake, and for a foreign 
b M ving like a whirlwind, such excite- 

m ts h filled a Legislature wiUi its partisans. 
In our dlay, conventions, imputing sovereignty lo 
themselves, have ordained secession, dragged 
States into rebellion against the well-known wishes 
of their quiet people and erected in the midst of 
the nation alien State governments, and a Southern 
Confederacy. The negro is now a citizen and an 
elector, and yet the time is not long gone by 
since the word " white " was voted by a former 
convention into the article on elections. Who 
can foretell the neitt subject of agitati 
times abound in contests. Labor and capital are 
in strife. Agriculture wars on transportation. 
Communism, mtemationalism and other forms of 
agitation excite the world. Let conventions in 
such seasons possess, by mere imputation, all 
the powers of the people, and what security is 
there for their fundamental rights? Not the bill 
of rights, nor even the particular sentiment that 
brings the Convention into existence. Once as- 
sembled, a Convention, according to this dc^ma, 
is all powerful and may annul any declaration ' 
the bill of rights, and proclaim a constitutii 
without let or hindrance. Who will predict what 
effects may be produced by combinations foreign 
to the purpose which actuated the call ? The 
fundamental rights of the people, the true prin- 
ciples of civil liberty, the nature of delegated 
power, and the liability of the people to tempor- 
ary commotion, all rise up in earnest protest 
against such a doctrine of imputed sovereignty in 
the mere servants of the people. 

Then look at the constitution of the body tc 
which this power may be imputed. The num. 
ber may be any designated in the law, 133 — 
Ihirty-three— or three times three. The delegates 



may not be chosen by the whole people — but by 
portions of the people of one party, as under the 
act of l8;2. On what principle of sound reason 
or logical deduction does such a body possess, by 
mere imputation, all the powers of the pec^e, 
not confeiTed on them by law ? They possess 
them by no act of the people independently of 
law. And certainly there is no popular afflstui 
outside of the law to breathe into them the spirit 
of prophecy in the name of the people. 

In conclusion, we find nothing in the Bill of 
Rights, in the vote under the act of l8jl, or the 
anUiotily conferred in the act of 1871, nothing in 
the nature of delegated power, or in the Consti- 
tution of the Convention itself, which can justify 
an assumption that a convention so called, consti- 
tuted, organized and limited, can take from the 
people their severe^ right to ratify or reject a 
constitution or ordinance framed by it, or can in- 
fuse present life and vigor into its work before its 
adoption by the people. 

Decree affirmed. 



The case of Wells ei al. vs. Bain et ah, re- 
ferred to in the opinion above, was decided in 
Philadelphia, December i, 1873, at Nisi Prius, 
before Gordon, J., with Agnew, C. J., Shahs- 
wood, Williams, and Mercur, JJ., as asses- 

The Constitutional Convention adopted an Or- 
dinance, in which five Commissioners were ap- 
pointed to conduct the election on the adoption 
of the Constitution, ui Philadelphia, tlie sixth 
section of the act of the Legislature of 1872, 
having provided that "Sif elicHon to decide fur 

or specific ameadnients, shall ie cottdiuted as ike 
generiU elections of this Commomaealth are now 
by law conducted. 

Bills were filed by citizens praying an iniunc- 
don to restrain die Commissioners of Philadelphia 
from expending any money in relation to the 
election, and the Commissioners appointed by the 
Convention from holding such election. 

The Court, after argument, held that the ordi- 
nance relating to the election in the city of Phil- 
adelphia is flatly opposed to the Act of 1872, and 
is therefore illegal and void. The Opinion, 
which is elaborate, concludes with this paragraph ; 

" The Convention is not a co-ordinate branch 
of the Government. It exercises no govermental 
power, but is a body rtused by law, in aid of the 
popular desire to discuss and propose amend- 
ments, which have no governing force so long as 
they remain propositions. While it acts within 
the scope of its delegated powers, it is not amen- 
able for its acts ; but when it assumes to legislate, 
to repeal and displace existing institutions before 
they are displaced by the adoption of its pi-opo- 
sitions, it acts without aathority, and the citizens 
injured thereby are entitled, under the Declara- 
tion of Rights, to an open Court and lo redress at 

The election was held under the general elec- 
tion law, al! over the Stale. 
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IX. 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS, MADE AND PENDING, 
IN VARIOUS STATES. 



Atabitma. 

At an election held, November l6, 1875, 
new Constitution, adopted by a Convention, wi 
ratified by the following vote: For, 95,672; 
Against, 30,004. 

Among tile Declaration of Rights are the fol- 
lowing : 

That all persons resident in this State born in 
the United States, or naturalized, or who shall 
have legally declared their intention to becomi 
citizens of the United States, are hereby declared 
citizens of the State of Alabama, possessing equal 
civil and political rights. 

TTiat the privilege of ths 
shall not be suspended by the authorities of this 
State. 

That the exercise of the right of eminent d 
m^n shall never be abridged nor so construed 
to prevent the General Assembly from taking the 
property and franchises of incorporated companies 
and subjecting them to public use the same as 
individuals. But private property shall not be 
taken foe or appUed to public use, unless iusi 
compensation he iirst made therefor ; nor shall 
private property be taken for private use, or foi 
the use of corporations, other than municipal, 
without the consent of the owner; Prmiided, 
however, that the General Assembly may, by law, 
secure to persons or corporations the right of way 
over the lands of other persons or coiporations, 
and by general laws provide for and regulate the 
■ - - ' y persons and corporations of the rigl ' 



vided. That the right of eminent dpmain siiall 
not be so construed as to allow taxation or forced 
subscription for the benefit of railroads or any 
other kmd of corporations other than municipal, 
or for the benefit of any individual or association. 

That every citizen lias a right to bear arms in 
defense of himself and the State. 

That no form of slaverysliall exist in this State, 
and there shall be no invoiuntan' servitude, oth- 
erwise than for the punishment of crime, of which 
the party shall have been duly convicted. 

The right of suffrage shall be protected by 
la VII s regulating elections, and prohibiting, under 
adequate penalries, all undue influences ftom 
power, bribery, tumult, or other improper con- 

The people of this State accept as final the 
established fact that from the Federal Union there 
can be no secession of any State. 

No educational or property qualification for 
suffrage or office, nor any restraint upon the same 
on account of race, color or previous condition of 
servitude, shall be made by law. 



Other provisions are ; 

Election for Senators and Representalives shall 
be on the first Monday in August, 1876, and bi- 
ennially — the terms of Senators to be four years. 
Representatives two, and the Legislature to meet 
biennially. Their pay to be (4 a day, and 10 
cents a mile travel to and from the capital. Not 
more than thirty-three Senators, and not more 
than one hundred Representatives. 

A member of either house expelled for cor- 
ruption, shall not thereafter be eligible to either 
house; and punishment for contempt or disor- 
derly behavior, shall not bar an indiclment for 
the same offense. 

No Senator or Representative shall, during the 
term for which he shall have been elected, be 
appointed to any civil office of profit, under this 
State, which shall have been created or the 
emoluments of which shall have been increased 
during such term, except such offices as may be 
filled by election by the people. 

No person hereafter convicted of embezzle- 
ment of public money, bribery, perjury, or other 
infamous crime, shall be eligible to the General 
Assembly, or capable of holding any office of 
trust or profit in this State. 

No special or local law shall be enacted for the 
benefit of individuals or corporations, in cases 
which are or can be provided for by a general 
law, or where the relief sought can be given by 
any court of this Stale ; nor shall the operation of 
any general law be suspended by the General 
Assembly for the benefit of any individual, cor- 

No local or special law shall be passed, on a 
subject which cannot be provided for by a general 
law, unless notice of the intention to apply there- 
for shall have been published in the locality 
where the matter or thins to be affected may be 
situated; which notice Siall be at least twenty 
days prior to the introduction into the General 
Assembly of such bill ; and the evidence of such 
notice having been given, shall be exhibited to the 
General Assembly before such bill shall be 
passed. Provided, That the provisions of this 
Constitution, as to special or local laws, shall not 
apply to public or educational institutions of or 
in this State, nor to industrial, mining, immigra- 
tion, or manufacturing corporations or inb 
or corporations for constructing canals, o 
proving navigable rivers or harbors of this State. 

The General Assembly shall pass general laws, 
under which local and private interests shall be 
provided for and protected. 

No bill shall be passed giving any extra com- 

nsation to any public officer, servant or em- 
ploy6, agent or contractor, after the services shalE 
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have been rendered or contract made ; nor shall 
any officer of the State bind the State to the pay- 
ment of any sum of money but by authority of law. 

No appropriation shall be made to any charit- 
able or educational institution not under the ab- 
solute control of the State, other than Normal 
schools established by law for the professional 
training of teachers for the public schools of the 
State, eKcept by a vote of two-thirds of all the 
members elected to each house. 

No act of the General Assembly shall author- 
ize the investment of any trust funds by execu- 
tors, administrators, guardians and other trustees, 
in the bonds or stock of any private corpora- 
tion; and any such acts now e:(tsting aie 
avoided, saving investments heretofore made. 

When the General Assembly shall be con- 
vened in spedal session, there .shall be no legis- 
lation upon subjects other than those designated 
in the proclamation of the Governor calling such 

A member of the General Assembly who shall 
corruptly solicit, demand or receive, or consent 
to receive, directly or indirectly, for himself or 
for another, from any company, corporation, or 
person, any money, crfGce, appointment, employ- 
ment, reward, thing of value or enjoyment, or of 
personal advantage or promise thereof, for his 
vote or official influence, or for withholding the 
samej or with an understanding, expressed or 
implied, that his vote or official action shall be in 
any way influenced thereby; or who shall solicit 
or demand any such money or other advantage, 
matter or thing aforesaid, for another, as the con- 
sideration of his vote or official influence, or for 
withholding the same ; or shall give or withhold 
his vote or influence in consideration of the pay- 
ment or promise of such money, advantage, mat- 
ter or thing to another, shall be guilty of bribery, 
within the meaning of this Constitution, and 
shall incur the disabilities provided thereby for 
such offence, and such additional p hm t as 
13 or shall be provided by law. 

Any person who shall, directly d tl 

offer, give or promise any money th ng f 
value, testimonial, privilege or pers i d 
tage, to any Executive or JuiBc 1 ffi 
member of the General Assembly t fl n 
him in the performance of any of h p bl 
official duties, shall be guilty of bribery, and be 
panished in such manner as shall be provided by 

The offense of corrupt solicitation of members 
of the General Assembly, or of public officers of 
this State, or of any municipal division thereof, 
and any occupation or practice of solicitation of 
such member or officers, to influence their official 
action, sliail be defined by law, and shall be pun- 
ished by line and imprisonment. 

The General Assembly shall not tax the pro- 
perty, real and personal, of the State, counties or 
other municipal corporations, o 
lots in incorporated cities or to 
mile of any city or town, to the 
nor lots one mile or more distant from such cities 
or towns, to the extent of five acres, with the 
buildings thereon, when the 
clusively for religious worship, for schools, or for 
purposes purely charitable; nor such property, 
real or personal, to an extent not exceeding twenty. 



five thousand dollars in value, as may be used 
exclusively for agricultural or horticultural asso- 
ciations of a public character. 

The General Assembly shall by law prescribe 
such rules and regulations as may be necessary 
to ascertain the value of personal and real pro- 
perty exempted from sale under legal process by 
this Constitution, and to secure the same to the 
claimant thereof as selected. 

The State shall not engage in works of internal 
improvement, nor lend money or its credit in aid 
of such ; nor shall the State be interested in any 
private or corporate enterprise, or lend money or 
its credit to any individual, association or cor- 

The General Assembly shall pass such penal 
laws as they may deem expedient to suppress the 
evil practice of duelling. 

It shall be the duty of (he General Assembly 
to regulate by law the cases in which deduMions 
shall be made from the salaries of public officers 
for neglect of duty in their official capacities, and 
the amount of such deductions. 

The Governor shall have power to remit fines 
and forfeitures, under such rules and regulations 
as may be prescribed by law, and after convic- 
tion, to grant reprieves, commutation of sentence 
and pardons (except in cases of treason and im- 
peachment) ; but pardons, in cases of murder, 
arson, burglary, rape, assault with intent to com- 
mit rape, perjury, forgety, bribery and larceny, 
shall not relieve from civil and political disability 
unless specifically expressed in the pardon. 

The Governor shall have power to disapprove 
of any item or items of any bill making appropri- 
ations of money, embracing distinct items, and 
the part or parts of the bill approved shall he the 
law, and the item or items of appropriations dis- 
approved shall be void, unless repassed accord- 
ding to the rules and limitations prescribed for 
the passage of other bills over the Executive 

to ; and he shall, in writing, state specifically 
th item or items he disapproves. 

Every male citizen of^ the United States, and 

ry male person of foreign birth, who may 

h e legally declared his intention to become a 

t zea of the United States before he offers to 

te, who is twenty-one years old or upwards, 
p sessing^he following qnalifications, siiali lie an 
elector, and shall be entitled to vote at any elec- 
tion by the people, except as hereinafter provided : 

Firsi. He shall have resided in the State at 
least one year immediately preceding the election 
at which he offers to vote. 

Second. He shall have resided in the county 
for three months, and in the precinct, or ward, 
for thirty days immediately preceding the elec- 
tion at whiiji he offers to vote ; provided, that 
the General Assembly may prescribe a longer ot 
shorter residence in any precinct in any county, 
or in any ward in any incorporated city or town 
having a population of more than five fliousand 
inhabitants, but in no case to exceed three 
months ; and provided, that no soldier, sailor or 
marine in the military or naval service of the 
United States shall acquire a residence by being 
stationed in this State, 

All elections by the people shall be by ballot, 
and all elections by persons in a representative 
capacity shall be vkia voce. 
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The following classes shall not be pennitted to 
register, vote or hold office : 

First. Those who shall have been convicted 
of treason, embeiilement of public funds, mal- 
feasance in office, larceny, bribeiy, or other crime 
punishable by imprisonment in the penitentiary. 

Secottd. Those who are idiots or insane. 

It shall be the duty of the General Assembly 
to pass adequate laws giving protection against 
the evils arising from the use of intoxicating 
liquors at ail elections. 

The Constitution creates Senatorial and Repce- 
ative districts, to remain till the apportion, 
it made after the census of 1880. 



selected by such resident, shall be exempted from 
sale on execution, or other process of any court, 
issued for the collection of any debt contracted 
since the thirteenth day of July, eighteen hundred 
and sixty-eight, or after the ratification of this 
Constitution. 

Every bomeatead not exceeding eighty acres, 
and the dwelling and appurtenances thereon, 
to be selected by the owner thereof, and not in 
any city, town, or village, or in lien thereof, at the 
option of the owner, any lot in the city, town, ot 
village, with the dwelling and appurtenances 
thereon, owned and occupied by any resident 
of this State, and not exceeding the value of two 
thousand dollars, shall be exempted from sale on 
execution, or any other process from a Court, for 
any debt contracted since the thirteenth day of 
July, eighteen hundred and sixty-eight, or after 
the ratification of this Constitution, Such exemp- 
tion, however, shall not extend to any mortgage 
lawfully obtdned, but such mortgage or other 
alienation of such homestead, by the owner there- 
"of, if a married man, shall not be valid without 
the voluntary signature and assent of the wife to 
the same. But this shall not be so construed as 
to prevent a laborer's lien for work done and 
performed for the person claming such exemp- 
tion, or a mechanic's lien for work done on the 

Ail taxes levied on property in this State shall 
be assessed in exact proportion to the value of 
such property : Provided, kmaever. The General 
Assembly may levy a poll tax, not to exceed one 
dollar and fifty cents on each poll ; which shall 
be applied exclusively in aid of the public school 
fund, in the county so paying the same. 

No power to levy taxes shall be delegated to 
individuals or private corporations. 

The Gener^ Assembly shall not have the 
power to levy, in any one year, a greater rate of 
taxation than three-fourths of one per centum on 
the value of the taxable property within this 
State. 

No county in this State shall be authorized to 
levy a larger rale of taxation, in any one year, on 
the value of the taxable property therein, than 
one-half of one per centum. 

The property of private corporations, associa- 
tions and individuals of this State, shall forever 
be taxed at the same rate; Provided, This sec- 
tion shall not apply to institutions or enterprises 
devoted exclusively to religions, educational or 
charitable purposes. 

The General Assembly shall establish, organ- 



throughoul the Slate, for the equal benefit of the 
children thereof, between the ages of seven and 
twenty-one years; but separate schools shall be 
provided for the children of citiiens of African 

The General Assembly shall also provide for 
the levying and collection of an annual poll tax, 
not to exceed one dollar and fifty cents on each 
poll, which shall be applied to the support of the 
public schools in the coanlies Jn whidi it is lev- 
ied and collected. 

No money raised for the support of the public 
schools of tlie State shall be appropriated to or 
used for the support of any sectarian or denomi- 
national school. 

No corporation shall issue stock or bonds, ex- 
cept for money, labor done, or money or prop- 
erty actually received; and all fictitious increase 
of stock or indebtedness shall be void. The 
stock and bonded indebtedness of corporations 
shall not be increased, except in pursuance of 
general laws, nor without the consent of the per- 
sons holding the larger amount in value of stock, 
first obtained at a meeting to be held after thirty 
days' notice given in pursuance of law. 

The General Assembly shall not have the 
power to establish or incoporate any bank or 
banking company, or moneyed institution, for the 
purpose of issuing bills of credit, or bills payable 
to order or bearer, except under the conditions 
prescribed in this Consdtution. 

No banks shall be established otherwise than 
ander a general banking law, nor otherwise than 
upon a specie basis. 

All bills, or notes issued as money, shall be, at 
all times, redeemable m gold or silver, and no 
law shall be passed sanctioning, directly or indi- 
rectly, the suspension, hy any bank or banking 
company, of specie payment. 

Holders of bank notes, and depositors who 
have not stipulated for interest, shall, for such 
notes and deposits, be entitled, in case of insolv- 
ency, to the preference of payment a\ er all other 
creditors. 

Every bank or banking company shall be 
required to cease all banking operations within 
twenty years from the time of its organiaafion, 
(unless the General Assembly shall extend the 
time), and promptly thereafter close its business; 
but shall have corporate capacity to sue, and 
shaU be liable to suit, until its afi"airs and liabili- 
ties are fully closed. 

No bank shall receive, directly or indirectly, a. 
greater rale of interest than shall be allowed by 
law to individuals for lending money. 

The State shall not be a stockholder in any 
bank, nor shall the credit of the State ever be 
given, or loaned, to any banking company, asso- 
ciation, or corporation. 

All railroads and canals shall be public high- 
ways, and all railroad and canal companies sball 
be common carriers. Any association or corpor- 
ation organized for the purpose shall have the 
right to construct and operate a railroad between 
any points in this State, and to connect, at the 
State line, with railroads of other States. Every 
railroad company shall have the right with its 
road to intersect, connect with, or cross any other 
railroad, and shall receive and transport, each. 
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the others' freight, passengers, and cars, loaded 
ur empty, without delay or discrimination. 
The General Assembly shall pass laws to cor- 



freights and passenger 
tatiffe on railroads, canals and rivers in this 
State, 

No railroad or other transportation company 
sliall grant free passes, or sell ticltels or passes at 
a. discount, other than as sold to tlie public gene- 
rally, to any member of the General Assembly, or 
to any person holding office under this State or 
the United States. 

No person holding an office of profit under the 
United States, except Postmasters whose annual 
salary does not exceed two hundred dollars, 
shall, during his continuance in such office, hold 
any office of profit nnder this State ; nor shall 



any person 



hold two offices of profit al 



le time under this State, except justices 
of the peace, constables, nolatia public and 
commissionets of deeds. 

Ui. Convention shall hereafter be held for the 
purpose of altering or amending the Constitution 
of this Stale, unless the question of Convention 
or no Convention shall be first submitted to a 
vote of all the electors of the Slate, and approved 
by a majority of those voting at said election. 

Arknusas- 

A few of the important provisions only, of the 
new Constitution, ace given : 

Every male citiien of the United States, or 
male person who has declared his intention of 
becommg a citizen of the same, of the age of 
twenty-one years, who has resided in the State 
twelve months, in the county six months, in the 
voting precinct or ward one month, next preced- 
ing the election, shall be enfided to vote. No 
law shall be enacted whereby the right to vote at 
any election shall be made la depend upon any 
previous registration of the elector's name. 

All elections by the people shall be by ballot. 
Every ballot shall be numbered in the order in 
which it shall be received, and the number re- 
corded by the election officers on the list of voters, 
opposite the name of the elector who presents the 
ballot. The elecdon officers shall be sworn or 
affirmed not to disclose how any elector shall have 
voted, unless required to do so as witnesses in a 
judicial proceeding, or proceeding to contest an 

The Supreme Court shall be composed of three 
judges; one of whom shall be chief justice, 
elected as such; two of whom shall constil 
quorum. The term of office shall be eight ; 

The Slate shall ever maintain a general, 
able and efficient system of free schools, whereby 
all persons in the State, between the ages of six 
and twenty-one years, may receive gratuitouE 

No money belonging to the public school fund, 
or to the State, for Ihe benefit of schools or uni- 
versities, shall ever be used for any other than 
for the respective purposes to which it belongs. 

The General Assembly shall provide, by gen- 
eral laws, for the support of common schools by 
(axes, which shall never exceed in any one year 
two mills on the dollar in the taxable property of 



the State; and by an annual per capita tax of; 
one dollar, to be assessed on every male in-, 
habitant of the State over the age of twenty- 
one years; Previded, The General Assembly 
may, by general law, aHthorize school-districts to 
levy, by a vote of ihe qualified electors of such 
districts, a tax not to exceed five mills on the 
doUar in any one year for school purposes; Pro- 



vided further. That ni 



such t 



I shall be 






The supervision of public schools, and the 

ecution of the laws regulating the same, shall be 

vested in and confided to such officers as may be 

provided for by the General Assembly. 



shall not have power to levy State taxes for any 
me year to exceed, in the B^;regate, one pec 
;ent. of the assessed valuation of the property foi' 
that year. 

Senators and representatives, and all judicial 
id execudve. State and county oSiceis, and all 
other officers, both civil and military, before en- 
tering on the duties of their respective offices, 
shall take and subscribe to the following oath or 
affirmation : " I do solemnly swear (or affirm) 
that I will support the Constitution of the United 
States, and the Constitution of the State of 
Arkansas, and that I will faithfully discharge the 
office upon which I am now about to enter," 

Calitbrnia. 

The proposed Amendments to the Constitution, 
proposed by the Legislature of 1S73-4, and 
printed in McPherson's Hand-Book of Polities 
for 1874, pp. 58-60, were agreed to only in part by 
die Legislature of the twenty first session (1S75- 
6), and were not submitted to the people for their 
approval. 

Instead, at the election of 1875, the vote was 
taken on the question of calling a Constitutional 
Convention; which was disagreed to — " For" a 
Convention, 34,3741 "Against," 25,552— total 
vote for Governor at same elecdon, 122,939. 
. At same time, a proposed amendment providing 
that the laws shall be published in sudi a man- 
ner as the Legislature shall direct, as a substitute 
for the 2lst section of Article eleven of the State 
Constitution, requiring publication in Spanish — 
was also lost. 

An act was passed April 3, 1876, recommend- 
ing to the electors of the State, at the first general 
election for members of the legislature after the 
passage of this act, to vote for or against calling 
a Convention to revise and change the Consti- 
tution of the State, 

Connecticut. 

A vote of the people was taken, October 4, 



SectioM I. A general election for Governor, 
Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of State, Treas- 
urer, Comptroller and Members of the General 
Assembly, shall be held on the Tuesday afterthe 
first Monday of November, 1S76, and annually 
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thereafter for such officers as are herein, andmay 
be hereEifter prescribed. 

Sec. 2. The State officers above named, and 
the senators from those districts having even 
numbers, elected on the Tuesday after the fiist 
Monday of November, 1876, and those elected 
biennially thereafter on the Tuesday after the first 
Monday of November, shall respectively hold 
their ofGcea for two years from and after the 
Wednesday following the first Monday of the 
next succeeding January. The senators from 
those districts having odd numbers, elected on 
the Tuesday after the first Monday of November, 
1 876, shall hold iheir offices for one year from 
and after the Wednesday following the first 
Monday of January, 1S77; the electors residing 
in the senatorial districts having odd numbers 
shall, on the Tuesday after the first Monday of 



from and after the Wednesday following the first 
Monday of the neitt succeeding January. The 
representatives elected from the several towns on 
the Tuesday after the first Monday of November, 
1876, and those elected annually thereafter, shall 
hold their offices for one year from and after 
Wednesday following fhe first Monday of the 
next succeeding January. 

Sec. 3. There shaU be a stated session of the 
General Assembly in Hartford, on the Wednes- 
day after the first Monday of January, 1877, and 
annually thereafter on the Wednesday after the 
first Monday of January. 

Sec. 4. The persons who shall be severally 
elected to the State Ofiices and General Assembly 
on the first Monday of April, 1876, shall hold 
such offices only until the Wednesday after the 
first Monday of January, 1877. 

Sec 5. TheGenerat Assembly elected in April, 
1S76, shall have power to' pass such laws as may 
be nece sa 7 to carry into effei,t he provis'o is of 
this ame Iment 

The Genenl Assembly shall have power by 
a vote of two Ih rds of tl e members of both 
branches to restore the pnv leges of a elector 
to those who may have forfeited the sa ne by 1 
convict on of cnn e 

The vote on the first was: "For," 41,264; 
"Against," 2,525. On the second; "For," 31,- 
6l9i "Against," 11,363. 

Foot other amendments were before the Legis- 
latore of 1775, having been continued over by a 
majority vote from the previous year : 

That no county, city, town, or other munici- 
pality shall ever become a subscriber to the capi- 
tal stock of, or loan its credit in aid of, any rail- 
road or private corporation. 

Judges of Common Pleas and Probate, and all 
other Judges of inferior courts, shall be appointed 
in the manner now provided, for such terms, not 
exceeding six years, as the General Assembly 
may determine by law. 

From and after the expiration of the term of 
Senators elected in April, 1876, the Senate shall 
consist of not less than forty-one nor more than 
forty-nine members. The General Assembly of 
1876 shall divide the State into Senatorial dis- 
tricts, and in forming them neither the whole or 
part of one county shall be joined to the whole 



rt of another county to form a district, re- 
gard to be had to population in such apportion- 
■, and no town shall be divided, unless for 
the purpose of forming more than one district 
within such town. The districts, when estab- 
lished, shall continue the same until the session 
of the General Assembly next after the comple- 
of the next census of the United States, 
when the districts may be changed, but not again 
till after the next census. 

After the first Wednesday in May, 1877, the 
Senate shall be composed of members chosen 
lally. The General Assembly of May, 1876, 
shall divide the State into Senatorial Distiicts, 
not less than thirty-five nor more than forty-five. 
[The manner of forming districts is the same as 
provided in the preceding proposed amendment. 
See Miscellaneous Chapter.] 

The following items from the newspapers give 
the result on the above ; 

Hartford, June 9, 1875.— The House to- 
day defeated the proposed constitutional amend- 
ment extending the term of the Judges of the 
Probate and of the Sup«ior Courts to not exceed- 
ing six years. The chief objection was to the 
Judges of the Probate Court, the piesent term of 
one year giving a chance for rotation. 

yune 23 — The Senate to-day passed a consti- 
tutional amendment, forbidding the bonding of 
towns in aid of railroads or other private corpor- 
ations. The vote stood— Yeas, 15; Nays, 6. 
The amendment was defeated in the House. In 
the House, a constitutional amendment redistrict. 
iiig the State and making the number of Senators 
not less than 41 nor more than 49 was defeated 
—yeas, 105; nays, 121, 

The present number of Senators is 21, whose 
term has been for one year; of Representatives 
246, also for one year. 

Florida. 

The Constitational Amendments adopted by 
the Legiskture of 1874 — an abstract of which 
can be found in McPherson's Hand Book of 
Politics for 1874, pp. 62, 63 — were ratified by the 
succeeding Legislature, and adopted by the peo- 
ple, and are now a part of the organic law of that 
State. 

Georgia. 

A bill passed the House of Representatives at 
the late session — yeas 117, nays 27 — to provide 
for calling a Constitutional Convention, to consist 
of 194 delegates, to be elected in January, 1S77, 
but it failed to become a law. 

Sentuckf. 

In November, 1874, a call for a Constitutional 
Convention was defeated, a majority of all the 
qualified voters being necessary to a call. The 
affirmative votes were 85,466 out of 288,316. 

lonisiaoa. 

In November, 1874, the following Constitu- 
tional Amendments were ratified by the people ; 
For first amendment, 69,419; against, 60,070; 
forsecond, 70,824; against, 59,634; for third, 
70,499; E^inst, 59.995; fc"" fourth, 69,750; 
against, 59,640; for fifth, 67,234; against, 59,- 

528. 
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No. I. The issue of consolidated bonds auth- 1 In case (he full number of Senators to he 
zed ity the Genera! Assembly of the Stale, at elected from each district shall not have received a 
regular session in the year 1874, is hereby de- plurality of votes, " the members of the House of 
clared to create a valid contract between the Representatives and such Senators as shall have 



e and each and every holder of said bonds, 
which the State shall by no means and in no wise 
impair. The said bonds shall be a valid obli- 
gation of the State in favor of any holder thereof, 
and no court shall enjoin the payment of the 
principal thereof, or the levy and collection and 
payment; the judicial power shall be exercised 
when necessary. The tax required for the pay- 
ment of (he principal and interest of said bonds 
shall be assessed and collected each and every 
year until the bonds shall be pdd, principal and 
interest, and the proceeds shall be paid by the 
Treasurer of Slate to holders of said bonds as the 
principal and interest of the same shall fall due, and 



.<) further legislation or appropriat 



in shall be n 



quisite for the scdd assessment and for such pay- 
ment from the treasury. 

No. 2. Whenever the debt of the State shall 
have been reduced below twenty-five million 
dollars, the constitmionaJ limit shall remain at 
the lowest point reached, beyond which the pub- 
lic debt shall not thereafter be increased, and this 
rule shall continue in operation imlil the debt is 
reduced to 815,000,000, beyond which it shall 
not be increased. Nor shall taxation for all State 
purposes, excepting the support of public schools, 
ever exceed twelve and a half mills on the dollar 
of the assessed valuation of the real and personal 
property in the State, except in case of war or 

No, 3. The revenue of each year derived from 
taxation upon real, personal and mixed property, 
or from licenses, shall be devoted solely to the ex- 
penses of the said year for which it shall be 
raised, excepting any surplus remain, which shall 
be directed to sinking the public debt. All 



propnati 



IS and clauDS in 



ssofre 



le shall 



be null and void, and the State shall 
ner provide for their payment. 

No. 4, Article — . The city of New Orleans 
shall no> hereafter increase her debt, in any man- 
ner or form, or under any pretext. After the first 
day of January, 1875, no evidence of indebted- 
ness or warrant for payment of money shall be 
issued by any officer of said city, except agaiuE 
cash actually in the treasury; but this shall nt 
be so construed as to prevent a renewal of ms 
tured bonds at par, or the issue of new bonds i 
exchange for other bonds ; provided the city debt 
be not thereby increased, nor to prevent the issue 
of drain^e warrants to the transferee of contract, 
under act No. 30 of 1871, payable only from 
drainage taxes, and not otherwise ; any person 
violating the prohibitions of this article shall, on 
conviction, be punished by imprisonment for not 
less than two nor more than ten years, and by 
fine of not less than three dollars nor more than 
ten thousand dollars. 

No. J changes the day for holding the gen- 
eral election from " the first Monday" to the 
" iirat Tuesday after (he first Monday." 

lEaine. 

At the election in September, 1876, several 
Amendments to the Constitution of the State were 
ratified by the people. The principal are these : 



been elected, shall, from the highest numbers of 
the persons voted for on said lists, eqoal to twice 
the number of Senators deficient, in every dis- 
trict, if there be so many voted for, elect by joint 
ballot the number of Senators required." 

The Legislature shall, from time to lime, pro- 
vide, as far as practicable, by general laws, for 
all matters appertaining to special or private 
legislation. 

Corporations shall be formed under general 
laws, and shall not be created by special acts of 
the Legislature, excep( for municipal purposes 
' "" "ases where the object of the coiporation 
otherwise be attained;^ and, however 
formed, Ihey shall forever be subject to the gene- 
ral laws of the State. 

The Le^latiu-e shall, by a two-thirds concur- 
nt vote of both branches, have the power to 
call Constitutional Conventions for the purpose 
of amending this Constitution. 

The Governor shall nominate, and with the 
advice and consent of the (jsuncil, appoint all 
other civil and military ofiicers, whose appoint- 
ment is not, by this Constitution, or shall not by 
law be otherwise provided for; and every such 
nomination shall be made seven days, at least, 
prior to such appointment. 

Judges of municipal and police courts shall be 
appointed by the executive power in the same 
manner as other judicial officers, and shall hold 
their offices for the term of four years ; Provided, 
hcieever, that the present incumbents shall hold 
their offices for the term for which they were 
elected. 

All taxes upon real and personal estate assessed 
by the authority of this State, shall be appor- 
tioned and assessed equally, according to the just 

The Legislature shall never, in any manner, 
suspend or surrender the power of taxation. 

The Legislature may enact laws excluding 
from the right of suffrage, for a term not exceed- 
ing ten years, all persons convicted of bribery at 
any election, or of voting at any election under 
the influence of a bribe. 

Maryland. 

The following amendment to section eight of 
article four, was submitted to the people Novem 
ber 2, 1875, and adopted by a vote of 53,355 
"for" to 21,474 "against" it: 

Sec. 8. The parties to any cause may submit 
the same to the Court for determination without 
the aid of a jury, and in all suits or actions at 
law, issues from the Orphans' Court, or from any 
C^jurt sitting in equity, and in all cases of pre- 
sentments or indictments for offences, which are 
or may be punishable by dealh, pending in any 
of the Courts of law in this State, having juris- 
diction thereof, upon suggestion in writing under 
oath of either of the parlies to said proceedmgs, 
that such party cannot have a fair and impartial 
trial in the Court in which the same may be 
pending, the said Court shall order and direct 
the record of proceedings in such suit at aedon, 
issue, presentment or indictment, to be trans- 
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micted to some other Court liaving juriadiction in 
such case for trial; but in all ofhet cases of pre- 
sentment or indictment pending in anj- of the 
Courts of law in this State, having jurisdiction 
thereof, in addition to the suggestion in writing 
6f either of the patties to such presentment or 
jindictment, that such party cannot have a fair 
and impartial trial in the Court in which the 
same may be pending, it shall be necessary for 
the party making such suggestion to make it sat- 
isfactorily appear to the Court that such sugges- 
tion is true, or that there is reasonable ground 
for the same; and thereupon the sdd Court shall 
order and direct the record of proceedbgs in 
such presentment or indictment to be transmitted 
to some other Court, having jmisdiction in such 
cases, for trial; and such right of removal shall 
eiist upon suggestion in cases when all the 
judges of said court may be disqualified under 
flie provisions of this Constitution to sit in any 
such case ; and said Court to which the record of 
proceedings in Such suit or action, issue, present- 
ment or indictment may be so transmitted, shall 
hear and determine the same in like manner as 
if such suit or action, issue, presentment or iiidict- 
ment had been originally instituted therein; and 
the General Assembly shall make such modifica- 
tion of existing law as may be necessary to regu- 
late and give force to this provision. 

Mnasachngettg. 
In Senate. 

1S76, March S— The Committee on Woman's 
Suffi-^e reported the following 

Resolve 
Troviding for an Amendment of the Constitution 

to secure the Elective franchise and the Right 

to hold Office to Women. 

Resolved, By both houses, the same being 
agreed to by a. majority of the senators and two- 
thirds of the membeis of the house of represen- 
tatives present and voting thereon, that it is 
expedient to alter the constitution of this Com- 
monwealth by adopting the subjoined article of 
amendment, and that the same, as thus agreed to, 
be entered on the journals of both houses, with 
the yeas and nays taken thereon, and referred to 
the general court next to be chosen, and that the 
same be pnbhshed, to the end that if agreed 
by the general court next to be chosen in t 
manner provided by the constitution, it may be 
submitted to the people for their approval and 
ratification, in order that that it may become 
part of the eonstihition of the Commonwealth. 
Article of Amendment. 

Every female citizen of twenty-one years 
age and upwards (excepting paupers and persons 
mider gnardianship), who has the educational 

Sualilication required by the twentieth article of 
le amendments to the constitution, who shall 
have resided within the Commonwealth one year, 
and within the city, town or district in which she 
may claim a right to vote, six calendar months 
next preceding any election of governor, lieuten- 
ant-governor, senators, or representatives, or other 
officers, and who shall have paid by herself, 
her parent, master or guardian, any state 
county tax, which shall within two years m 



preceding such election, have been assessed upon 
her in any city, town Or district of this Common- 
wealth, shall have a. right to vote in any such 
election, and shall be eligible to aE offices, upon 
the same terms, conditions and qualifications, and 
subject to the same restrictions as male citizens. 
This Resolve passed the Senate, March 16 — 
-.as 22, nays 1 5 ; and was defeated in the House 
of Representatives, March 28, by a vote of 77 
^as to 127 nays, two-thirds not voting for it. 

Miclilgan. 

The proposed amendments to the Constitution 
of the State — an abstract of which was given in 
McPherson's Handbook of Politics for 1874, pp. 
63-66 — were submitted to popular vote in Novem- 
ber, 1874, and were rejected — the vote being 
' For the amendments," 39,285 ; " against," 
24,034. The section securing "Woman Suf 
frage," which was separately submitted, was also 
rejected; "for," +0,077; "against," 135,957- 

Minnesota. 

EroDosed amend- 

The first amendment, changing Section 4 of 
Article VI, provides for the formation of judi- 
cial districts composed of contiguous territory, and 
the election of judges for a term of seven years, 
and also provides that every District Judge shall 
reside within the district at the time of his elec- 
tion and during his continuance in office- 

The second amendment says the Legislature 
may provide by law that any woman, 21 years of 
age and upward, may vote at any election for 
school ' officers, or upon any measure relating to 
schools, and may also be eligible to hold any of- 
fice pertaining solely to the management of 

The third amendment directs the Legislature 
to provide for the safe investment of the principal 
and interest of all funds arising from the sale of 
certain lands in United States bonds, or the 
bonds of Minnesota or other States, issued after 
the year i860. 

Tlie fourth proposition so amends Section 3 of 
Article X. as to make stockholders in any corpo- 
ration (except those for carrying on a manufac- 
turing or mechanical business) liable only for all 
unpaid installments on stock owned by them or 
transferred for the purpose of defrauding credi- 



: adopted. 

Under the new law allowing women to vote 
for school officers, about two hundred and fifty 
of them recently went to the polls at an election 
in Minneapolb. 



A new Constitution was devised by a Consti- 
tutional Convention, which was called by a small 
majority in a popular vote of over 220,000, in 
November, 1874. It was submitted to a vote of 
the people October 30, 1875, and was adopted by 
the following vote ! " For," 90,600 ; "Against," 
14,362. 
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The instrument is very elaborate in its proris- 
ions. The chief points of interest will appear in 
the annexed abstiact. 

There are several changes in the " Bill of 
Rights." The old Constitution contained this 
clause, which is omitted from the new ; 

I. That aU men are endowed with the in- 
alienable right (0 life, liberty, the fruits of their 
own labor, and the pursuit of happiness. 

The clause in the old, which proTides, at 
length, against any civil disqualification, except 
for crime, ot any person on account of color, and 
that such person is not to be debarred from the 
jury hoK, the courts, the Schools, or otherwise 
unduly hindered in any way, is also omitted 

Section 5 of the old Constitution reads : 

That the people of this State have the inherent, 
Bole and encluaive right to regulate the internal 
government and police thereof, and of altering 
and abolishing their Constitution and form of 
government whenever it may be necessary to 
their safety and happiness, but every such light 
shall be exercised in pursuance of law, and con- 
sistently with the Constitution of the United 
States. 

Section 2 of the new is substituted for it, as 
follows : 

That the people of this State have the inherent, 
sole and exclusive tight to regulate the internal 
government and police thereof, and to alter and 
abolish their Constitution and form of govern- 
ment whenever they may deem it necessary to 
their safety and happiness: Frovidtd, such 
change be nor repugnant to the Constitution of 
the United States. 

Sections 6 and 7 of the old Constitution are ; 

That this State shall ever remain a member of 
the American Union ; that the people thereof are 
part of the American Nation ; and that all at- 
tempts, from whatever source, or upon whatever 
pretext, to dissolve said Union, or to sever said 
Nation, ought to be resisted with the whole 
power of the State. 

That every dtizen of this State owes para- 
mount allegiance to the Constitution and Govern- 
ment of the United States, and that no law or 
ordinance of this State, in contravention or sub- 
version thereof; can have any binding force. 

Sections 3 and 4 of the new are substituted for 

That Missouri is a free and independent State, 
snbject only to the Constitution of the United 
States ; and as the preservation of the States and 
the maintenance of their Governments are n 
sary to xa indestructible Union, and were intended 
to co-exist with it, the Legislature is not author- 
ized to adopt, nor will the people of this State 
ever assent to, any amendment or change of the 
Constitution of the United States which may in 
any wise impairlhe right of local self-government 
belonging to the people of this State. 

That all constitutional government is intended 
to promote the general welfare of the people; 
that all persons have a natural right to life, liberty 
and the enjoyment of the gains of their own in- 
dustry ; that to give security to these things is the 
principal office of government, and that, when 
government does not confer this security, it 
of its chief design. 






r be taken from the 



public Treasury, directly or indirectly, in aid of 
any church, sect or denomination of religion, or 
in aid of any priest, preacher, minister or teacher 
thereof, as such ; and that no preference shall be 
given to, nor any discrimination made against, any 
church, sect or creed of religion, or any form of 
religious faith or worship. 

That no religious corporation can be established 

this State, excep' 

der a general law fc . . 

the title to such real estate as may be prescribed 

by law for church edifices, parsonages and cem- 

That the right of no citizen to keep and bear 
ms in defense of his house, person and properly, 
in aid of the civil power, when thereto legally 
mmoned, shall be called in question ; bu* no- 
thing herein contained is intended to justify the 
practice of wearing concealed weapons. 

■"'lat no person elected or appointed to any 
! or employment of trust or profit under the 
of this Slate, or any ordinance of any mani. 
cipality in this State, shall hold such office with- 
it personally devoting his time to the perform- 
ice of the duties to the same belonging. 
That no person who is now, or may hereafter 
become, a Oillector or Receiver of public money, 
or assistant or deputy of such Collector or Re- 
ceiver, shall be eligible to any office of trust or 
profit in the State of Missonri under the laws 
thereof, or of any municipality therein, until he 
shall have accounted for and paid over all the 
public money for which he may be account- 
able. 

That no private property can be taken for pub- 
lic use with or without compensation, unless by 
the consent of the owner, except for private ways 
of necessity, and except for drains and ditches 
across the lands of others for agricultural and 



is made to take private property for a use alleged 
to be public, the questi n wh h h n n 
plated use be really pubh h 11 be a ud 
question, and, as such ud al y d em n d 
without regard to any g ati asse ti n h 
the use is public. 

That private property h n he ak n 
damaged for public use w h u u m le 
tion. Such compensation h 11 be as ei: by 

a jury or Board of Commissioners of not less than 
three freeholders, in such manner as may be pre- 
scribed by law ; and until the same shall be paid 
to the owner, or into the court for the owner, the 
property shall not be disturbed or the proprietary 
rights of the owner therein divested. The fee of 
land talten for railroad tracks without consent of 
the owner thereof, shall remsdn in such owner, 
subject to the use for which it is taken. 

That the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus 
shall never be suspended. 

The right of trial by jury, as heretofore en- 
joyed, shall remain inviokte; but a jury for the 
trial of criminal or civil cases, in courts not of 
record, may consist of less than twelve men, as 
may he prescribed by law. Hereafter a grand 
jury shall consist of twelve men, any nine of 



rfbvGoogle 



CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS IN VARIOUS STATES. 



103 



whom C01 
bill. 






indictment oi 



That there cannot be in this State either slavery 
or involuntary servitude, except as a punishment 
for crime, whereof the party shall have been duly 
convicted. 

The House of Representatives is io be chosen 
every second year, to consist of two hundred — 
the Senate of thirty-four members, to be chosen 
foe four years. The Senators are to be chosen 
in districts to be made by the Legislature. 

The ratio of representation for the House of 
Representatives shall be ascertained at each ap- 
portioning session of the General Assembly, by 
dividing die whole number of inhabitants of the 
State by the number two htmdred. Each county 
having one ratio or less, shall be entitled to one 
Representative; each cotmty having two and 
a-half times said ratio, shall be endtled to two 
Representatives ; each county having four times 
said ratio, shdl be entitled to three Representa- 
tives ; each county baviug six times said ratio, 
shall be entitled to four Representatives ; and so 
on above that number, giving one additional mem- 
ber for every two and a-half additional ratios. 

When any county shall be entitled to more 
dian one Representative, the County Court shall 
cause such county to be subdivided into districts 
of compact and contiguous territory, correspond- 
ing in number to the Representatives to which 
such county is entitled, and in population as 
nearly equal as may be, in each of which the 
qualified voters shall elect one Representative, 
who shall be a resident of such district : Pro- 
vided, That when any county shall be entitled to 
more than ten Representatives, the Circuit Court 
shall cause such county to be subdivided intc 



ta ry N m m 
for any extra session cdled in less than a day 
oiler the adjournment of a regular session 
A loj^e number of conditions and a very m 
particukrity ore required in the passage of a bill. 
All local and special legislation is prohibited. 
No local taw shall be piissed unless notice to 
apply for the same be given at least thirty days 
before, and in the locality to be effected by it. 

The word "white" is stricken out of the limi- 
tation on the Governorship. A majority of two- 
thirds of all the members of each house is re- 
quired to pass a bill over the Governor's veto. 
When a bill containing several items of appro- 
pria.tion is presented to the Governor, he may at 

Jleasure veto any one or several items, giving 
is objections therefor, and allowing the re- 
mainder of (he bill to pass; thus giving bira the 
liberty of discriminating between the proper and 
improper items, passing the one and rejecting the 



The Supreme Court is made to consist of five 
Judges, instead of three, and their term of service 
made ten years in place of six. 
Every association, except those for benevolent, 
religious or educational purposes, is required, on 
filing articles of incorporation, to deposit with 
the State Treasurer J50 on capital stock of 
550,000 or less, and II5 on every additional 
SlO,ooo capital slock. No special law creating 
a corporation can be passed. It is made a crimi- 
nal offense for bankers or corporations to receive 
deposits of money when they know they ate in 
failing circumstances, and W law they may be 
held personally responsible for such misdemean- 
ors, when it has been proven that they have been 
committed with their assent. Railroads are de- 
clared public highways, the companies common 
carriers, and (he General Assembly is given 
power to legislate for the regulation of their 
tariff, fixing the maximum, and guarding against 
discrimination in freight or passenger rates. 
Every railroad company shall keep books for 
public inspection, which shall display tiie amount 
of stock subscribed, the names of the owners, 
amounts paid, and other particulars of stock 
transactions which are of general interest. The 
rolling stock is declared personal property, liable 
to execution and Sale as other personal effects, 
and no railroad or street railroad is allowed to 
traverse any street or public highway without the 
consent of the local authorities. 

Provision is made for the maintenance of pub- 
lic schools and free education for all persons be- 
tween the ages of six and twenty years ; separate 
schools for colored children are to be provided 
and maintained; State and county funds for 
school putposes are to be established, and where 
the local funds are insufficient an appropriation, 
not greater than twenty-five per cent, of the StW^ 
revenue, exclusive of the interest and sinking 
fund, is to be applied annually to the support of 
the public schools. The school tax is limited to 
forty cents on every Jlioo, except in a city, 
where %\ is allowed ; and in the county sixty-five 
cents on the Jioo tnay be levied by a majority of 
those voters who are also tax-payers. 

All public money is (0 be placed to the credit 
of the State at some banking-house of good stand- 
ing, which shall be approved by the Governor 
and Attorney-General; demanding, also, that the 
banker give sufficient security, and pay a reason- 
able interest for the use of the State funds. 

The Legislature shall not surrender nor sus- 
pend the power to tax corporations nor corporate 
property, aodall taxes will be levied and collected 
by general laws. In place of the former provi- 
sion requiring one-fourth of one per cent, to be set 
apart for interest and sinking fund, the General 
Assembly shall levy a tax only sufficient to pay 
interest, and rme |25o,ooo annually for sinking 
fund. 

The State tax on property, except where 
necessary to pay interest on bonded debt, is 
limited 10 twenty cents on the fiioo valuation; 
and whenever the taxable properly of the State 
shall amount to 8900,000,000, the rate shall not 
exceed fifteen cents. Taxation in cities and 
towns is to be levied by population rates. For 
county purposes, in counties having 85,000,000 or 
less, 50 cents on the S'oo; over S6,°c>o,ooo and 
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less than Jio,ooci,ooo, 

counties having S3o,ooo,ooo or more, 35 cenis on 
tlie Sioo, In cities having a'population of thirty 
thousand or more, the rate shall not exceed £1 

thirty thousand and over ten thousand, not over 
60 cents on the gioo; with less than ten thou- 
sand and over one thousand, not over 50 cents on 
the Si 00; with less than one thousand populo- 
tiun, not mote than 25 cents on the f 100 valua- 
tion. For erecting public buildings, these limits 
may be exceeded by a two-thirds vote of all the 
tax- payers. 

No county, city, town, township, or school dis- 
trict, shall be allowed to become indebted to an 
amount exceeding the income and revenue pro- 
vided for any one year, without a two-thirds vote 
of all the qualified voters ; and even then, not to 
an amount exceeding 5 per cent, of the taxable 
property therein, except that such per cent, may 
be exceeded for building court houses and jails. 

The power of the Legislature to form new 
counties is restricted, and charters of cities and 
towns must be amended only in accordance with 
general laws. 

The city of St. Louis will be allowed to ex- 
tend its limits so as to include the parks and 
other convenient and contiguous territory, and 
frame its own charter, which may be amended at 
intervals of two years i provided, always, that 
the amen dmenls are in accordance with the Con. 
sfitution and laws of the State. There shall be 
two houses of legislation for the city, insteajl of 

Among the prohibitions of legislative power 
are these: 

No debt to be crealed except to pay 
bonds ; or to provide for an unforeseen emergency 
or deficiency, not exceeding 5150,000, to be paid 
in not more than two years; or where the emer- 
gency, or , deficiency, involves a liability of over 
(250,000, the Assembly shall submit 
viding for the loan, and containing a 
interest and principal in not more than thirteen 
years ; and on the act being submitted to the 
qualified voteis and ratified by two-thirds majority, 
the act shall be irrepealahle til! the liability be 
extinguished. 

The General Assembly shall have no power to 
give or to lend, or to authorize the giving or 
lending of the credit of the State in aid of or to 
any person, association or corporation, whether 
municipal or other, or to pledge the credit of the 
State in any manner whatsoever, for the payment 
of the liabilities, present or prospective, of any 
individual, assodation of individuals, mimidpal 
or other corporation whatsoever. 

The General Assembly shall have no power to 
make any grant, or to authorize the making of 
' any grant, of public money or thing of value to 
any individual, association of individuals, muni- 
cipal or other corporation whatsoever : Provided, 
That this shall not be so construed as lo prevent 
the grant of aid in a case of public calamity. 

The General Assembly shall have no power to 
authorize any county, city, town or township, or 
other political corporation or subdivision of the 
State now existing, or that may be hereafter es- 
tablished, to lend its credit, or to grant public 
money or thing of value, in aid of or to any in- 



dividual, association or corporation whatsoever, 
a stockholder in such corporation, 
company. 

The General Assembly shall have no power to 

grant, or to authorize any county or municipal 

■ ■ ' 1, fee or 



-, after service has been rendered or a 
contract has been entered into and performed in 
whole or in part, nor pay nor authorize the pay- 
ment of any claim hereafter created against the 
State, or any county or municipality of the Slate, 
under any agreement or contract made without 
" .press authority of law ; and all such unaiUhor- 

;d agreements or contracts shall be null and 

lid. 

The General Assembly shall have no power 
hereafter to subscribe or authorize the subscription 
of stock on behalf of the State in any corpora- 
ciation, except for the purpose of 
securing loans heretofore extended to certain 
railroad corporations by the State. 

The General Assemby shall hare no power to 

;lease or alienate the lien held by the State upon 
any railroad, or in any wise change the tenor or 
meaning, or pass any act explanatory thereof; 
but the same shail be enforced in accordance with 
the oripnal terms upon which it was acquired. 
The General Assembly shall have no power to 
release or extinguish, or authorize thert'-"-- 

' ' ion"of*^^. 
ation or individual to this State, or to any county 
or other municipal corporation therein. 

The General Assembly shall have no power to 
make any appropriation of money, or to is.sue 
any bonds or other evidences of indebtedness, for 
the payment, or on account, or in recognition of 
any claims audited, or that may hereafter be 
audited, by virtue of an act entitled "An act to 
audit and adjust the war debt of the State," ap- 
proved March 19, 1874, or any act of a similai 
nature, until after the claims so audited shall have 
been presented to and paid by the Govehiment 
of the United States to the State of Missouri. 

Neither the General Assembly, nor any county, 
city, town, township, school district, or other 
municipal corporation, shall ever make an appro- 
priation, or pay from any public fund whatever, 
anything in aid of any religions creed. Church, 
or sectarian purpose; or to help lo support or 
sustain any private or pubHc school, academy, 
seminary, college, university, 01 other institution 
of learning, controlled by any religious creed. 
Church, or sectarian denomination whatever ; nor 
shall any grant or donation of personal property 
or real estate ever be made by the State, or any 
county, city, town or other municipal corporation, 
for any religious cjeed, church or sectarian pur- 
pose whatever. 

The property, real and personal, of the State, 
counties and other municipal corporations, and 
cemeteries, shall be exempt from taxation. Lots 
in incorporated cities or towns, or within one 
nule of the limits of any sach city or town, to 
the extent of one acre, and lots one mile or more 
distant from such cities or towns, to the extent 
of five acres, with the buildings thereon, may be 
exempted from taxation when the same are used 
exclusively for religious worship, for schools, or 
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foe pncposes purely charitable; also such property, 
real or personal, as may be used esclusivdy for 
Agriculturalor HorticulturalSocieties: Provided, 
That such exemptions shall be only by general 

All laws exempting property from taxation, 
other than the property above enumerated, shall 
be void. 

No person shall be prosecuted in any civil action 
or criminal proceeding for or on account of any 
act by him done, performed or executed between 
the fust day of January, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and sixty-one, and the twentieth day of 
August, one thousand eight hundred and sixty- 
six, by virtue of military authority vested in him, 
or in ptirsuance of orders from any person vested 
with such authority by the Government of the 
United States, or of this State, or of the lale Con- 
federate States, or any of them, to do such act. 
And if any action or proceedings shall have been, 
or shall hereafter be instituted against any person 
for the doing of any such act, the defendant may 
plead this section in bar thereof. 

Every male citizen of the United States, and 
every male person of foreign birth who may have 
declared his intention to become a citizen of the 
United States, not less than one year nor more 
than five years before he offers to vote, who is 
over 21 years of age, shall be a voter if he 
shall have resided in Missouri one year, and ii 
the county, city, or town at least sixty days im 
mediately preceding the election. 

Nebraska. 

In November, 1875, a new Constitution wa; 
adopted, of which the following abstract is takei 
from The RepublU for September, 1875, p. 155 

It prohibits special legislation ; aboli^es al 
fee compensation for State officers ; confers the 
light of suffrage upon all male citizens of the 
United States, and all foreign-bom citizens who 
have taken out naturalization papers ; prohib- 
its sectarian instruction in schools supported 
in whole or part by the State, and prohibits 
the acceptance by the State of any grant, con- 
r bequest of money or property to be 
u d ectarian purposes ; prohibits the diver- 

n State revenue for any local purpose; 
m ts ounty taxes to l!^ per cent.; prohibits 

bscnp ons by municipalities to railroads, but 
a d nations of money when sanctioned by 

a m nty vote ; confers on the legislature large 
pow rs ver r^lroad management; declares 
nulroads to be public highways and authorizes 
the Legislature to establish maximum rates of 
freight and transportation ; prohibits municipali- 
ties ,from iticiuring indebtedness for ordinary pur- 
poses exceeding 5 per cent, of the assessed ralue 
of property; provides that eact Legislator and 
State officer shall subscribe to an oath not to take 
or accept a bribe, under penalty; makes drunk- 
enness a cause for impeachment and removal from 

There are two coupon or separate clauses— one 
prohibiting the removal of the State Capital, ex- 
cept by a majority vote of the people, the other 
providing for an expression of the people as to 
their preference for U. S. Senator, prior to the 
meeting of the Legislature, which shall elect 
such official. 



Sew Jersey. 

On Tuesday, September 7, 1875, a vote was 
taken on the subjoined amendments lo the Consti- 
tution of that State : 



Insert as paragraph I9, a new paragragh, 83 
follows : 

" 19. No county, city, borough, town, town- 
ship or village shall hereafter give any money or 
property, or loan its money or credit, to or in aid 
of any individual, association or corporation, or 
become security for, or be directly or indirectly 
the owner of, any stock or bonds of any associa- 

The vote was ; For, 70,441; Against, 26,111. 
Second Amendment. 

Insert as paragraph 20, a new paragraph, as 
follows ; 

" 20. No donation of land or appropriation of 
money shall be made by the State or any munid- 
pal corporation to or for the use of any sociely, 
association or corporation whatever." 

Change the number of present paragraph 19 to 
number 21, 

The vote was: For, 70,390; Against, 26,106, 



Section I. 

Strike out the word "white" between the 

word " every" and the word " male" in the first 

Add to the paragraph the following : 

" And provided fuither, that in time of war no 

elector in the actual military service of the State, 

or of the United States, in the army fir navy 

th f h 11 b d ■ d f h' 

o h bs n h 

th L g hall h p w 

m n wh h d h tim 
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y e- 
7.755 



^ , 68,6 4, Ag 
Fourth Amendmini. 
Seciiott II. 
Strike out all of the second section after the 

"'" as: For, 69,867; Against, 26,636. 



Thev. 



Section I. 

Paragraph 3 — Strike out the words " second 
Tuesday of October," and insert in lieu thereof 
the words "first Tuesday after the first Monday 
in November." 

The vote was: For, 70,686; Against, 25,846, 
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Sixii Amendment, 
^(ctisn IV. 

Paragraph 7 — Strike out the following words ; 

" A compensation for Iheir services, to be ascer- 
tained by law, and paid out of the treasury of the 
State; which compensation shall not exceed the 
sum of three dollars per day for the period of 
forty days from the commencement of the session, 
and shall not exceed the Sum of One dollar and 
fifty cents per day for the remidnder of the ses- 
son. When convened in extra session by the 
Governor they shall receive such sum as shall be 
fixed for the first forty days of the ordinary ses- 
sion. They shall also receive the sum of one dol- 
lar for eveiy ten miles they shall travel in going 
to and returning from their place of meeting on 

And insert in lieu thereof the following : 
"Annually the sum of five hundred dollars 
daring the time for which they shall have been 
elected, and while they shall hold their office, 
and no other allowance or emolument, directly or 
indirectly, for any purpose whatever. 
Also strike out the word " per diem." 
The vote was ; For, 69,093; Against, 27438. 
Seventh Amendment. 
Seeiiim VII. 
Paragraph 4 — ^Add to the paragraph the follow- 
ing : 

" No law shall be revived or amended by refer- 
ence to its title only, but the act revived, or the 
section or sections amended, shall be inserted at 
length. No genera! law shall embrace any prO' 
vision of a private, special or local character. 
No act shall be passed which shall provide that 
any exisdng law, or any part thereof, shall be 
made or deemed a part of the act, or which shall 
enact that any existing law, or any part thereof, 
shall be applicable, except by inserting il in such 



The vote was: For, 70,358; AgainE 
Eighth Amendmint, 



, 26,17 



Paragraph 6 — Insert the word " free " between 
the word "public" and the word "schools," and 
add to the paragraph the following : 

" The Legislature shall provide for the mai 
nance and support of a thorough and efiii 
system of ftee public schools for the instrut 
i& all the children in this State between the ^es 
of five and eighteen years." 

The vote was: For, 69,674; Against, 26,834. 

Ninth Amendment. 



elected to each house shall be requisite to the 
passage of every law f g g ig 

altering, amending or ren g h rt rs f b k 
or money corporations; d 11 h h 
shall he limited to a term ding w j 

Change the number f p es par gr ph 9 
to- 8. 

The vote was 1 For, 7 35 Ag 6 






Tenth Amendment. 
IS paragraph 9, a new paragraph, as fol 



" 9. No private, special, or local bill shall be 
passed, unless public notice of the intention to 
apply tiierefor, and of the general object thereof, 
shall have been previously given. The Legisla- 
ture, at the next session after the adoption 
thereof, and from time to time thereafter, shall 
prescribe the time and mode of giving such notice, 
the evidence thereof, and how such evidence 
shall be preserved." 

The vote was: For, 70,586; Against, 25,917, 
EUvenih Amendment. 

Insert as paragraph II, a new paragraph, as 
follows : 

" II. The Legislature shall not pass private, 
local or special laws in any of the following 
enumerated cases, that is to say : 

" Laying out, opening, altering and working 
roads or highways. 

" Vacating any road, town plot, street, alley or 
public gronnds, 

" Regulating the internal affairs of towns and 
counties ; appoititing local officers or commissions 
to regulate municipsj affairs. 

" Selecting, dravring, summoning or empanel 
ing grand or petit jurors. 

" Creating, increasing or decreasing the per 
centre or ^lowance of public officers during the 
term for which said officers were elected or ap 
pointed. 

" Changing the law of descent. 

"Granting to any corporation,! 
individual any exclusive privilege, 
franchise whatever. 

" Granting to any corporation, i 
individual the right to lay down ra Iroad tricks 

" Providing for changes of venue m civil or 
criminal cases. 

"Providing for the management and support 
of free public schools. 

" The Legislature shall pass general laws pro 
viding for the cases enumerated in this paragraph, 
and for all other cases which, in its jadgincnt, 
may be provided for by general laws. The Leg- 
islature shall pass no special act conferring cor- 
porate powers, but they shall pass general laws 
under which corporations may be organized and 
corporate powers of every natHre obtained, sub- 
ject, nevertheless, to repeal or alteration at the 
will of the Legislature." 

The vote was : For, 69,385 ; Against, 27,131. 
Tkiielfth Amendment. 

Insert as paragraph 12, a new paragraph, as 
follows 1 '. 

" 12. Property shall be assessed for taxes under 
general laws, and by imiform rules, according to 

The vote was: For, 51,701; Against, 44,967. 
Thirteenth Amendment. 






Seeiion VIII. 
s paragraph 2, a new paragraph, a 



fol- 



2. Every officer of the Legislature shall, be- 
f he enters upon his duties take and snbscrbe 
h following oath or affirmation : < I do solemnly 
p mise and swear (or atfirm) that I will faithfully, 
impartially and justly perform all the duties of 

the office of , to the best of my ability and 

understanding ; that I will carefully preserve all 
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records, papers, writings or properly iiitruBted to 
me for safe keeping by virtue of my office, and 
make such disposition of the same as may be re- 
quired by law.' " 

The vote was: For, 70,554; Against, 25,955. 

Foitrteentk Ammdment. 

ARTICLE V. 



Paragraph 6 — After the word "legislature," 
where it occurs first in said paragraph, insert the 
words "or the senate alone." 

The vote was For, 70,066; Against, 26,451. 
Fifteenth Amindmeta. 

Paragraph 7— Add to the paragraph the follow- 

" If any bill presented to the governor contain 
several items of appropriations of money, he may 
object to one or more of such items while approv- 
ing of the other portions of the bill. In such 
case he shall append to the bill, at the time of 
signing it, a statement of the items to which he 
objects, and the appropriation so objected to shall 
not take effect. If the Legislature be in session 
he shall transmit to the house in which the bill 
originated a copy of such statement, and the 
items objected to shall be separately reconsidered. 
If, on reconsideration, one or more of such items 
be approved by a majority of the members elected 
to each house, the same shall be a part of the 
law, notwithstanding the objections of the gov- 
ernor. All the provisions of this section in rela- 
tion to bills not approved by the governor shall 
apply to cases in which he shall withhold his ap- 
proval from any item or items contained in a bill 
appropiiating money." 

The vote was; For, 70,949; Against, 25,623. 
Siileenth Amendment. 

Paragraph 8 — Add to the paragraph the fol- 

"Nor shall he be elected by the Legislature to 

any oflice under the government of this State or 

of the United States, during the term for which 

he shall have been elected Governor." 

The vote was: For, 70,459; Agamst, 26,019. 

Seventeenth Ammdment. 

ARTICLE VII. 

APPOINTING POWER AND TENURE OF OFFICE. 

Section I. 



Paragraph 5— After the words "major gener- 
als," insert the words "the adj^tant general and 
quartermaster general." 
The vote was; For, 70,026; Against, 26,476. 

Eighteenth Amendment, 
Paragraph 9 — Strike out the words " the adju- 
tant general, quartermaster general and." 
Also strike out the word " other." 
The vote was; For, 69,989; Against, 26,481. 
Nineteenth Amendment. 
Section II. 



the word " appeals" the following words; "and 
judges of th n n rt mm p eas." 

The vote as F 68 700 Ag 7,806. 

Tw h Am^ndmen 

Change th n mb p parag h 3 to 

number 2, and k th m h owing 

words: "and h pe nd p of the 

Stale prison d rt th h words 

"and compt 

The vote was: For, 69,051; Against, 27,447. 
Twenty-first Amendment. 

Also, strike out the words " one year" in the 

sert in lieu thereof the words "three yeai'S." 

The vote was: For, 68,569; Against, 27,937, 
Twenty-second Amendment. 

Change the number of present paragraph 4 to 
number 3, and strike out the word " and" where 
it occurs between the word "chancery" and Ihe 
word "secretary." 

Also, insert after the word " State" the words : 
" and the keeper of the State prison." 

The vote was : For, 69,245; Against, 27,249. 
Twenty-third Amendment. 

Change the number of present paragraph 5 to 
number 4. 

The vote was; For, 69,444; Against, 27,053, 
T-aisnty-fourtk Amendment. 

Change the number of present paragraph 6 to 

The vote was: For, 68,896; Against, 27,630. 
Twenty-Jiflh Amendment. 

Change the number of present paragraph 7 to 
number 6, and strike therefrom the words " an- 
nually," "annual" and "they may be re-elected 
until they shall serve three years, but no longer." 
Insert after the word ■' assembly" the followmg 
words; " and they shall hold their offices for three 
years;" and add to the paragraph the following 
words ; " sheritfs shall annually renew their 
bonds." 

The vote was. For, 69,127; Agahist, 27,264. 

The remaining Amendments, 26th, 37th, and 
28lh, as follows; 

Change the number of present paragraph 8 to 
number 7. 

Change the number of present paragraph 9 to 
number 8. 

Change the number of present pari^raph icito 
number 9. 

Change the number of present paragraph 1 1 to 
number 10. 

"Were adopted by a like vote. 

Note. — As the School article stood in the old 
Constitution of 1844, it provided (Art. IV. sec. 6), 
that designated moneys of the State "shall be 
annually appropriated to the support of the public 
schools for the equal benefit of all the people of 
the State." One of the amendments above, in- 
serts the word "free" between "public" and 
" schools," so as to give the State moneys not 
only to the public schools, but to those which are 
free also. This is regarded as a blow at the pro- 
ject of giving part of the school moneys to par- 
ochial schools. The object of that amendment is 
further secured by a proposed amendment pro- 
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viding that " no donation of land, or appropria- 
tion of money shall be made by the State or any 
municipal corporation to or for the use of any 
society, association or corporation whatever," — 
which is held to preclude State assistance being 
extended to any Church for the support of its 
schools ) while still another amendment provides 
that no special law shall be passed " granting to 
any corporation, association, or individual, any 
exclusive privilege, immunity, or franchise what- 



New Tork. 

The proposed amendments to the Constitution 
of that State, given in McPherson'a Hand- Book of 
Politics for 1874, pp. 69-72, were submitted to 
popular vote in November, 1S74, with this result. 

Amendment Art. II. For, 357,635 ; Against, 
177 033 

Ameniment Art III., pt. I.* For, 325,904; 
Aga 206,039, 

AmenJment Art. III., pt, 2. For, 435,313; 
Aga IS 98 050. 

Anend entArt. IV. For, 336,197; Against, 
196 I2S 

Ameadment Art. VII. For, 428,200 ; Against, 

Amendment Art. VIII., pt, i.f For, 337,891; 
Aga ns 104 236. 

An end nent Art. VIII., pt. 2. For, 336,237 ; 
Aga n 195 047. 

Anend nent Art, X., See. 9. For, 335,548; 
Aga s 194933. 

An endn entArt. XII. For, 352,514; Agdnst, 
*79 365 

A ndment Art.XV. For,35I,693; Against, 
177 «23. 

AmendmentArt.XVI. For,446,883; Against, 
85.758. 

The following proposed amendment is pend- 



lature shall provide for the instruction 
branches of elementary education in such schools 
of all persons in the State between the ages of 
5 and 21 years, for the period of at least 28 weeks 

Sec. 3. Neither the money, property, or credit 
of the Slate, nor of any county, city, town, vil- 
lage, or school district, shall be given, loaned, or 
leased, or be otherwise applied, to the support or 
in aid of any school or instruction under the con- 
trol or in charge of any church, sect, denomina- 
tion, or religious society ; nor to, or in aid of any 
school in which instruction is given peculiar to 
any church, creed, sect, or denomination ; nor to, 
or in aid of any such instruction ; nor to or in 
tdd of any school or instruction not wholly under 
the control and supervision and in charge of the 
public school authorities. 

This section shall not pohibit the Legislature 
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Ijnquents, as it may deem proper, except in insli, 
tutions in which instruction is given pecuKar to 
any church, creed, sect, denomination, or religious 
society ; nor shall it apply to or elfect the Cornell 
University Endowment Fund, hitherto pledged 
and appropriated. 

Resolved, That the foregoing amendment be 
referred to the Legislature to be chosen at the 
next general election of Senators, and that in 
conformity with Section I of Article XIII of the 
Constitution, it be published for three months 
previous to the time of such election. 

It passed the House of Representatives, 119 
to 2, and the Senate, and will he referred to llie 
Legislature of 1878; and, if approved by that 
body, will be submitted to a direct vote of the 
people in the fall of that year. 

Korth Carolina. 

J875, August 5 — A Constitutional Convendon 
was chosen, which agreed upon the following 
Amendments, to be submitted to popular vote at 
the November election in 1876 : 

In Declaeation of Rights; 

Section 24, insert the words 1 

Nothing herein contained shall justify the 
practice of carrying concealed weapons, or pre- 
vent the Legislature from enacting penal statutes 
against said practice. 

Section 25, insert the words : 

But secret political societies are dangerous to 
the liberties of a free people, and should not be 
tolerated. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

Sections 4 and 8 of Article 1 are stricken from 
the Constitution. The latter divided the State 
into Representative districts, the former into 
senatorial. 

The Legislature shall meet biennially on the 
" first Wednesday after the first Monday in Janu- 
ary next after their election." 

Sec, 25 , The terms of office for Senators and 
members of the House of Representatives shall 
commence at the time of their election. 

Sec. 27. The election for members of the 
General Assembly shall be held for the respective 
districts and counties, at the places where they 
are now held, or may be directed hereafter to be 
held, in such manner as may be prescribed by 
law, on the first Thursday in August, in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and seventy, and 
every two years thereafter. But the General As- 
sembly may change the time of holding the elec- 

Sec. 28. The members of the General Assem- 
bly for the term for which they have been elected, 
shall receive as a compensation for their services 
the sum of faur dollars per day for each day of 
their session, for a period not exceeding sixty 
days ; and slionid they reniidn longer in session, 
they shall serve without compensation. They 
shall also be entitled to receive ten cents per 
mile, both while coming to the seat of govern- 
ment and while returning home, the said distance 
to be computed by the nearest line or route of 
public travel. The compensation of the presid- 
ing officers of the two Houses shall be six dollars 
per day and mileage. 
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E DEPAKTMENT. 

Amend tenth section 30 as to read 1 
Sec. 10. The Governor shall nominate, and by 
and with the advice and consent of a majority of 
the Senators elect, appoint all officers, whose offi- 
ces are established by this Constitution, and whose 
appointments are not otherwise provided for. 

Sec. 17. The General Assembly shall establish 
a Department of Agriculture, Immigration and 
Saiistics, under such regulations as may best 
pfomote the agricultural interests of the State, 
and shall enact laws for the adequate protection 
and encouragement of sheep husbandry. 

JUDICIAL BEPARTMENT, 

Amend section 2 so as to read as follows : 

The judicial power of the State shall be vested 
in a Court for Ihe trial of Impeachments, a Su- 
preme Court, Superior Courts, Courts of Justices 
of the Peace, and such other Courts inferior to 
the Supreme Court as may be established by law. 

Make these sections read as follow : 

Sec. 6. The Supreme Court shall consist of a 
Chief Justice and two Associate Justices. 

Sec. 7, The terms of the Supreme Court shall 
be held in the city of Raleigh, as now, until 
otherwise provided by the General Assembly. 

Add to section on Supreme Court, these words ; 

And the jurisdiction of said Court over " issues 
of fact" and " questions of fact," shall be the 
same exercised by it before the adoption of the 
Constitution of one thousand eight hundred and 
sixty-eight, and the Court shall have the power 
to issue any remedial writs necessary to give it a 
general supervision and control over lie pro- 
ceedings of the inferior Courts. 

Section 10 shai! read ; 

The State shall be divided into nine judicial 
districts, iot each of which a judge shall be 
chosen ; and there shall be held a Superior Court 
in each county at least twice in each year, to con- 
tinue for such time in each county as may be 
prescribed by law. But the General Assembly 
may reduce or increase the number of districts. 

Sec. 12. That every Judge of the Superior 
Court shall reside in the district for which he is 
elected. The Judges shall preside in the Courts 
of the different districts successively, but no Judge 
shall hold the Courts in the same district oftener 
than once in four years; but in case of the pro- 
tracted illness of the Judge assigned to preside in 
any district, or of any other unavoidable accident 
to him, by reason of which he shall become un- 
able to preside, the Governor may require any 
Judge to hold one or more specified terms in said 
district, iti lieu of the Judge .assigned to hold the 
Courts of said district. 

Sec. 13. The General Assembly shall have 
no power to deprive tlft Judicial Department of 
any power or jurisdiction which rightfully per- 
tains to it, as a coQrdinate department of the gov- 
ernment; but the General Assembly shall allot 
and distribute that portion of this power and 
jurisdiction, which does not pertain to the Su- 
preme Court, among the other courts prescribed 
in this Constitution, or which may be established 
by law, in such manner as it may deem best; 
provide also a proper system of appeals, and 
regulate by law, when necessary, the methods of 
proceeding in the exercise of their powers, of all 



the Courts below the Supreme Court, so far as 
the same may be done without conflict with other 
provisions of this Constitution. 

Sec. 22. The Justices of the Supreme Court 
shall be elected by the qualified voters of the 
Slate, as is provided for the election of members 
of the General Assembly. They shall hold their 
offices for eight years. The Judges of the Su- 
perior Courts, elected at the first election under 
this amendment shall be elected in like manner 
as is provided for Justices of (he Supreme Court, 
and shall hold their offices for eight years. The 
General Assembly may, from lime to time, pro- 
vide by law that the Judges of the Superior 
Courts, chosen at succeeding elections, instead of 
■being elected by the voters of the whole State, as 
is herein provided for, shall be elected by the 
voters of their respective districts. 

Sec, 23. All vacancies occurring in the offices 
provided for by this article of this Constitntion 
shall be filled by flie appointments of the Gov- 
ernor, unless otherwise provided for, and the 
appointees shall hold their places until the next 
regular election for members of the General As- 
sembly, when elections shall be held to fill such 
ofBces. If any person, elected or appointed to 
any of said oifices, shall neglect and fail to 
qualify, such office shall be appointed lo, held 
and filled as provided in case of vacancies occur, 
ring therein. All incumbents of said offices 
shall hold until their successors are qualified. 

Sec, 25. The several Justices of the Peace 
shall have jurisdiction, under such regulations as 
the General Assembly shall prescribe, of civil 
actions founded on contract, wherein the sura 
demanded shall not exceed two hundred dol- 
lars, and wherein the title to real estate shall not 
be in controversy ; and of all criminal matters aris- 
ing within thetr counties where the punishment 
cannot exceed a fine of fifty dollars, or imprison- 
for thirty days. And the General f 



property in controveisy does not exceed fifty dol- 
lare. When an issue of fact shall be joined be- 
fore a Justice, on demand of either party thereto 
he shaft cause a jury of six men to be summoned, 
who shall try the same. The party against whom 
judgment shall he rendered in any civil action 
may appeal to the Superior Court from the same. 
In all cases of a criminal nature, the parly 
against whom judgment is given may appeal to 
the Superior Court, where the matter shall be 
heard anew. In all cases brought before a Jus- 
tice he shall make a record of the proceedings, 
and file the same with the Clerk of the Superior 
Court for his county. 

Sec, 28. In case the General Assembly shall 
establish other courts inferior to Supreme Court, 
the presiding officers and clerks thereof shall be 
elected in such manner as the General Assembly 
may from time to time prescribe, and they shaft 
hold theh offices for a term not exceeding eight 

Sec. 29, Any Judge of the Supreme Court or 
of the Superior Courts, and the presiding officers 
of such Courts inferior to the Supreme Court as 
may be established by law, may be removed from 
office for mental or physical inability upon a con- 
current resolution of two-thirds of both homes 
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of the General Assembly. The Judge or presid- 
ing officer, against whom the General Assembly 
may be about to proceed, shall receive notice 
thereof, accompanied by a copy of the causes 
alleged for his removal, at least twenty days be- 
fore the day on which either House of the Gen- 
end Assembly shall net thereon. 

Sec, 30. Any Clerk of the Supreme Court, or 
of the Superior Courts, or of such Courts inferior 
to the Supreme Court as may be established by 
law, may be removed from office for mental or 
physiral inability; the Clerk of the Supreme 
CouK by the Judges of said Court, the Clerks of 
the Superior Courts by the Judge riding the dis- 
trict, and the Oerks of such Courts inferior to the 
Supreme Court as may be established by law, by 
the presiding officers of said Courts. The Clerk 
against whom proceedings are instituted shall re- 
ceive notice thereof, accompanied by a copy of 
the causes alleged for his removal, at least fen 
days before the day appointed to act Ihereon, and 
the Clerk shall be entitled lo an appeal to the 
nexl term of the Superior Court, atid men to the 
Supreme Court, as provided in other cases of 

Sec. 31. The amendments made to the Consti- 
tution of North Carolina by this Convention shall 
not have the effect to vacate aay office or term of 
ofHce now existing under the Constitution of the 
State, and filled, or held, by virtue of any election 
or appointment under the said Constitution, and 
the laws of the State made in pursuance thereof. 



Amend Section I so as to read as follows: 
Every male person born in the United States, 
and every male person who has been naturalized, 
twenty-one years old or upward, who shall have 
resided in the State twelve rnonths next preced- 
ing the election, and ninety days in the county in 
which he offers to vote, shall be deemed an elec- 
tor. But no person who, upon conviction or con- 
fession in open court, shall be adjudged guilty of 
felony, or of any other crime infamous by the 
laws of this State, and hereafter committed, shall 
be deemed air u u h person shall 

be restored to nghts iz hip in a mode 

prescribed by 1 

Sec. 14. Th G n ra A ub y shall have full 

power by statu m d y h nge or abrogate 

any and all of h p ns his Article, and 

substitute othe n h p xcept sections 

Add the fol g w nth article : 

And the ch d h h race and the 

children of the colored race shall be taught in 
separate public schools, but there shall be no dis- 
cnminidion made in favor of, or to the prejudice 
of, either race. 
■ Substitute for section 4 of Article 9 the follow- 
ing new sections : 

Sec. 4. The proceeds of all lands that have 
been or hereafter rnay be granted by the United 
States to this State, and not otherwise appropri- 
ated by this State or the United States ; also, all 
moneys, stocks, bonds and other property now 
belonging to any Stale fund for purposes of edu- 
cation i also the net proceeds of all sales of the 



swamp lands belonging to the State, and all other 
grants, gifts or devises that have been or hereafter' 
may be made to this State and not otherwise 
appropriated by the State or by the term of the 
grant, gift or devise, shall be paid into the State 
treasuiy ; and, togelier with so much of the ordi- 
nary revenue of the State as may be by law set 
apart for that purpose, shall be faithfully appro- 
priated for establishing and maintaining in this 
Slate a system of free public schools, and for no 
other uses or purposes whatsoever. 

Sec. 5. All moneys, stocks, bonds and other 
property belonging to a county school fund ; also, 
the net proceeds from the sale of estrays ; also, 
the clear proceeds of al! penalties and forfeitures, 
and of all fines collected in the several counties 
for any breach of the penal or military laws 
of the State ; and all moneys which shall be paid 
by persons as an equivalent for exemption from 
military duty, shall belong to and remain in the 
several counties, and shall be faithfully appropri- 
ated for establishing and maintaining free public 
schools in the several counties of this State : 
Provided, That the amoMit collected in each 
county shall be annually reported to the Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction. 



Add to Section i of Article il, the following; 

The foregoing provision for imprisonment with 
hard labor shall be construed to authotiie the 
employment of such convict labor on public 
works, or highways, or other labor for public 
benefit, and the farming out thereof where and in 
such manner as may be provided by law ; but no 
convict shall be farmed out who has been sen- 
tenced on a charge of murder, manslaughter, 
rape, attempt to commit rape, or arson. I't-D- 
■mded. That no convict whose labor may be 
farmed out shall be punished for any failure of 
duty as a laborer except by a re^onsible officer 
of the State ; but the convicts so iarmed out shall 
be at all times under the supervision and control, 
as to their government and discipline, of the 
Penitentiary Board, or some officer of this State. 



Substitute for sections I and 2 the following: 
Section i. No Convention of the people of 
(his Slate shall ever be called by the General 
Assembly, unless by. the concurrence of two- 
thirds of'^ all the members of each House of the 
General Assembly, and except the proposition. 
Convention or No Convention, be first submitted to 
the qualified voters of the whole Stale, at the 
next general election, in a manner to be pre- 
scribed by law. And should a majority of the 
votes cast be in favor of said Convention, it shall 
assemble on such day*s may he prescribed by 
the General Assembly, 

Sec. 3. No part of the Constitution of this 
State shall be altered unless a bill to alter the 
same shall have been agreed to by three-fifths of 
each House of the General Assembly. And the 
amendment or amendments so agreed to shall be 
submitted at the next general election to the 
qualified voters of the whole State, in such man- 
ner as may be prescribed by law. And in the 
event of their adoption by a majority of the votes 
cast, such amendment or amendments shall be- 
come a part of the Constitution of this State. 
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Add this new section: 

Sec. 8. AH marriages between a white person 

and a negro, or between a white person and 

p eg dea the thinl generatio 

h prohibited. 

B O d he Convention, the 

Am dn ed upon as a whole, 

he Chief Justice. If 

li ar fleet, January I, JS77. 

Ohio. 

The proposed new Constitution, a full abstract of 
which was given in McPherson's Hand- Book of 
Politics for i874.,pp. 72-77,wa55ubniittedtoBvote 
of the people, August 18, 1874, and was rejected. 
The vote "for" the Constitution, was 102,885; 
"against," 250,169 — majority against, 147,284. 
The vote on the " Separate Propositions" was as 
follows ; " For" Miiiorlty Representation in elec- 
tions for three or niore Supreme and Qccnit Court 
Judges at one time, 73,615; "against," 259.41s. 
"For" the "Railroad Aid" section, 45,416; 
"against," 296,648. "For" the "Licens^' sec- 
tion, 172,253; "agidnst," 179,538, The total 
number of votes cast was 360,427. 

At the October election in 1875, two amend- 
ments, submitted by the General Assembly at its 
previous session, were voted upon. They are as 
follow : 



JtJDlCIAKY. 

Section 32. A Commission, which shall con- 
sist of five memljets, shall be appointed by the 
Governor, wilh the advice and consent of the 
Senate, the members of which shall bold ofiice 
for the term of three years from and after the first 
day of February, 1876, to dispose of such part of 
the business then on the dockets of the Supreme 
Court as shall, by arrangement between said 
Commission and said Court, be transferred to 
such Commission ; and said Commission shall 
have like jarisdiction and power in respect to 
such business as are or may be vested in said 
Court ; and the members of said Commission shall 
receive a like compensation for the time being, 
with the Judges of said Court. A majority of 
the members of said Commission shall lie neces- 
sary to form a quorum or pronounce a decision, 
and its decision shall be certified, entered and 
enforced as the judgments of the Supreme Court, 
and disposed of.as if said Commission had never 
eitisted. The clerk and reporter of said Court 
shall be the clerk and reporter of said Commis- 
sion, and the Commission shall have such other 
attendants, not exceeding in number those pro- 
vided by law for said Court, which attendants 
said Commission ,may appoint and remove at lis 
pleasure. Any vacancy occurring In said Com- 
mission shall be filled by appointment of (he 
Governor, with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, if the SenaJe be in session, ajid if the 
Senate be not in session, by the Governor, but in 
such last case, such appointment shall expire at 
the end of the nest session of the General As- 
sembly. The General Assembly may, on appli- 
cation of the Supreme Court, duly entered on the 
journal of the Court and certified, provide by law. 



whenever two-thirds of such [each] house shall 
concur therein, from time to time, for the ap- 
pointment in like manner of a like Commission 
with like powers, jurisdiction and duties; pro- 
vided, that the term of any such Commission 
shall not exceed two years, nor shall it he created 
oftener than once in ten years. 

This amendment received 339,076 votes, and 
there were 98,561 votes against if; and having 
received a majority of the whole number of elec- 
tors voting at said election, was declared adopted. 

AMEHBMEin' PI 



Notwithstanding the provisions of the second 
section of this article, the General Assembly shall 
have power to provide by law for the assessment 
of a special lax on dogs without regard to value, 
and to provide for the confiscation and killing of 
such animals upon failure or refusal of the owner, 
keeper or hacborer thereof, to pay such special 

This amendment received 278,005 voles, and 
there were 73,801 against it, and as it did not re- 
ceive the votes of a majority of the whole num- 
ber of electors voting at said election, it was 
declared not adopted. 

The total vote on Governor was 590,090. 

PennsylTania. 

The Commission alluded to on page 84 of Mc- 
Pheison's Hand- Book of Politics for 1874 — con- 
sisting of Messrs. Daniel Agnew, Benjamin 
Harris Brewster, Samuel E. Dunmick, Andrew 
T, McClintock, W. H. Playford, William A. 
Wallace and Henry W, Williams — reported to 
the L^slature, January 29, 1875, the following 



Arlide II. SecHcti, i. Add to the end of the 
ction the following; 

" Nor shail a member of either House be per- 
itted to resign pending a trial by the House, or 
inquiry into his conduct, which may lead to 
his expulsion." 

Artide III. Section 3. Strike out the word 

general" in the first line. The section will 

then read : , 

No bill, except appropriation bills, shall be 

led, containhig more tiran one subject, which 

shall be clearly expressed in its title." 

Artide III. Section rj. Amend, by inserting 
after the word " schools," in the fourth line, the 

All other appropriations for charitable and 
educational purposes, which may i>e made by a 

Sority vote, shall be embraced in one bill; 
all appropriations for such purposes, requit. 
; a vote of two-thirds of the membeis elected 
each House, shall be embraced in one bill. 
This section will then read ; 

The general appropriation bill shall embrace 
nothing but appropriations for the ordinary ex- 
cuses of the Executive, Legislative and Judicial 
departments of the Commonwealth, interest on 
the public debt, and for public schools ; all other 
appropriations for charitable and educational pur- 
poses, which may be made by a majority vote, 
shall be embraced in one bill, and all appropri- 
i for such purposes, requiring a vote of two- 
thirds of the members elected to each House, 
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buto: 



subjec 



Article V. Section 3. Insert after the word 
" shall," in the second clause, " be oommissioned 
by the Governor," and after the words " twenty- 
one years," the words " beginning on the first 
Monday of January next after their election." 

Article V. Section 3. Sttike out the whole 
clause relating to the original jurisdiction of the 
Supreme Coiirl, and substitute the following ; 

" They shall have original junsdiction in cases 
of injunction, Where a corporation or a public 
officer is 1 patty defendant, of habeas corpus, man- 
daiaus, and qna ■warranto, but shall not exercise 
any olher original jurisdiction." 

Article V. Section j. Strike out fhe entire sec- 
lion and substitute the following : 

" Sec. 5. A single county shall be made a sep- 
amte judicial disttict only when the business 
tiierem shall render it necessary ; but no single 
connty containing a population of less than fifty 
thousand shall be erected into a separate judicial 
district. 

" In separate districts composed of single coun- 
ties, the office of associate judge, not learned in 
the law, shall cease to exist when the commissions 
of such associates in office, at the time of the 
creation of the district, shall expire. 

" In each separate district composed of a sin- 
gle county, one judge, learned in the law, shall 
be elected to preside therein, and an additional 
judge or judges, learned in the law, elected only 
when the business therein shall render it neces- 
sary; but no addidonal law judge shall be elected 
therein, unless it contain a population of seventy- 
five thousand. Suffident provision by law shall 
be made for the holding of special courts therein, 
in case of the necessary atsence or sickness of 
the presiding judge, or of his disaWlity by reason 
of interest, kinship or otherwise. 

" Existing separate districts of single counties 
shall be abohshed in all counties wherein the 
population is less than fifty thousand, and in 
counties of greater population wherein the busi- 
ness shall not require their continuance; and for 
this purpose the General Assembly shall re- 
district the State for judidal purposes, at the 
session succeeding the next decennial censas, to 
take effect in the abolished separate districts, 
when the commissions of the judges elected 
therein, in the year lS74,shall expire. All com- 
missions issued upon elections to fill vacancies 
accruing in the meantime in (he separate districts 
thus abolished, shall be subject to the provisions 
of this section for re-dlstricting the State." 

Remarks. — The purpose of this amendment 
is to change the basis of the judicial system as 
founded by the new Constitution on population. 
Business, not population, must determine the 
necessity for separate single county districts. A 
purely i^ricultural county, having a population 
of 40,000, rarely requires its Conrts to sit more 
than sis, eight or ten weeks in the year. A table 
accompanying this report, drawn from the actual 
sittings of the Courts in the years 1872 and 1873, 
as taken from the minutes ly the several pro- 
Ihonotaries, will exhibit the eflect of the change 
to the basis of 40,000, contained in the original 
section. A judge ernployed so small a part of 



his ^me has too little to do, and will retr<^rade 
instead of improving. 

There is no county in this Qjmmonwealtb 
having a population of 40,000 or less, which af- 
fords enough of legal business to occupy a judge 
profitably to himself or his district. No judge 
can afford to preside in such a district. No such 
'■ ■ ■ afford to shut up its judge tobusiness 
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character. 

Instead, therefore, of requiring every county 
having a population of 40,000 to be made a sep- 
arate district, without regard to the volume of its 
legal business, it would be wiser lo fix a limit 
below which the Legislature may not go, and 
leave the question of the erection of separate dis- 
tricts in counties above that limit, to the exercise 
of a soimd legislative discretion upon considera- 
tion of all the circumstances in each particular 
case. An inspection of the table will show that 
the office of President Judge in some of the 
i^cultural districts is dmost a sinecure, while 
in some of the mining, manufacturing and other 
bosiness counties, ihe Courts are constantly em- 
ployed. Such was the case in 1S72 and 1S73, 
when only thirty Judicial districts existed; the 
elfect of the population basis was suddenly to 
raise the nurabra of districts, in 1874, to forty- 
four, many of which are positively unnecessary. 
If the Slate were justly re-districted according to 
its business wants, it is fair to say that the districts 
would be reduced below thirty, and but few of 
the present associates learned in the law would 
be requned, except in large cities and densely 
populous counties. In a matter so important, 
when both business and population are changing, 
a discretion must be left to the representatives of 
the people. The subject is one that appeals 
only to the public good, and to no self-interest. 

The disparity in the judicial districts and in 
the labors of the judges is shown by the following 
facts taken from the table : In five single county 
districts, with an average population in each of 
41,918, the courts sat less than seven weeks in 
the year. In three single county districts, aver- 
age population 39,^03, conrts sat eight and nine 
weeks. In four single county districts, average 
population 60,547, courts sat ten and eleven 
weeks. In three single county districts, averse 
population 50,167, courts sat thirteen and fifteen 
weeks. In five single county districts, average 
population 62,373, courts sat sixteen and seven- 
teen weeks. In three single connty districts, 
average population 114,385, courts sat nineteen 
and twenty weeks; and in four-single county dis- 
tricts, average population 102,075, courts sat 
twcniy-two, iwenty-lhree and twenty-four weeks. 
"Ilie same disparity exists in the compound dis- 
tricts composed of two or more counties each. 
In district No. 41 conrts were held but eight 
weeks in the year. In five districts, Nos. 1 6, 22, 
26, 43 and 44, the courts sat ten, eleven and 
twelve weeks. In four districts, Nos. 14, 18, 20 
and 39, they sat fourteen, fifteen and sixteen 
weeks. In three districts, Nos, 4, 25 and 27, 
they sat eighteen and twenty weelcs. In three 
districts, Nos. 12, 17 and 24, they sat twenty-one 
and Iwenty-two weeks. In these componnd dis- 
tricts the traveling of the judge-from county to 
county must also be considered, especially in 
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districts composed of three or four counties. 
Another fact to be noticed is that in some of the 
districts in whicli the courls sat the longest, the 
.business was done by a single president judge, 

ArHcle V. Section p. Strilte out the words 
"learned in the law" in the first and second 
lines, and add at the end of the section the follow- 
ing: 



ing 



V Section 1$. Insert in the middle 

af the word "shall," the words "he 

d by the Governor, and shall;" and 

ds " ten years," the words " begin- 

h first Monday of January next i5ler 



A f Seeiwn id. Strike out the entire 

section . Whenever two Judges of the Supreme 
CoHrt are to be chosen for the same term of ser- 
vice, each voter shall vote for one only, and when 
three are to be chosen, he shall vote for no more 
than two; candidates liighest in vote shall be de- 
clared elected." 

Remarks. — ^Tbe puipose of this amendment 
is to return to a direct election of the people for 
the Judges of Itie Supreme Court. The effect 
of the section, as it stands, is to deprive the peo- 
pie of an invaluable right — that of selecting 
those who administer their laws — and to invest it 
in an irresponsible body, unknown to any legiti- 
mate form of government, and subject to no cor- 
rection. It is an anomalous, irregular and anti- 
democratic enpedient, to reach a purpose foreign 
to the tnie principles of right government. 

When two judges are to be chosen for the 
court in the last resort, in which the final exposi- 
tion of the lavra should accord with the genius 
and sentiment of the whole people, no reason of 
sound principle or of public welfare should ex- 
clude the citizens from the choice of both. 

Why should they be confined to a ballot for 
one, leaving the selection of the other to accident 
or the man^ement of an irresponsible convention; 
or worse, perhaps, to the cunning manipulation 
of this uncertdn, ungovemed collection of parti- 
sans ? The novelty means simply that a minority, 
no matter how it is composed, shall make ap- 
pointments to office. Great or small, its voice is 
all-potent, no matter how accidental, or how it 
misrepresents genuine public sentii 

From the very nature of public aifairs, they . 



these changes come, why should not the popular 
voice be heard in the election of Judges in - 
cord with the people themselves ? But this 
vention seeks to repress the popular vrill by taking 
from the citizen one of his ballots and striking 
down his power to oppose any one he may 
deem had or onfit. It is his right, necessary to 
the enjoyment of true liberty, to vote against, as 
well as /if candidates. But this device taies 
away that power. There is no longer a contest 
before the people, wherein the citizen may strike 
the unfit man of his own party by voting for his 
opponent; and no matter how he casts his single 
lallot, the incompetent or unfit man, by an in- 
genious stroke of art, is successful ere the election 
has begun. Nor is the right. vain or useless, 



four times have the people abandoned party 
in voting for Supreme Judges, after the 
amendment of 1850 had invested Siem with the 
power of choice. 

The people have had no opportunity of voting 
directly upon this anomaly. We think the op- 
portunity should be given to them, and we have 
therefore reported an amendment to strike out 
the sixteenth section of the fifth article. 

Ankle V. Seclion 18. Insert afler the words 
"paid by the State," at the end of the first clause, 
the following: "Such compensation may be in- 
creased, but shall not be diminished during their 
continuance in office," 

Artidi V. Ssdion 21. Strike out the words; 
" as herein provided," at the end of the section, 
and substitute the following ; 

" Of prothonolaries of the Supreme Court, 
criers, tipstaves, auditors, commissioners to, take 
testirftony, examiners, masters in chancery, and 
such other officers necessary in the administration 
of justice, in the said court, as shai! lie provided 
by law. The prothonolaries of the Supreme 
Court shall hold their offices for a term of three 
years, if they shall so long behave themselves 
well, and until their successors shall be appointed 
and qualified; but may be removed by the said 
court for misbehavior in office or upon conviction 
of any infamous or disgraceful offence." 

Article VIII. Section 17, Strike out the words 
" members of the General Assembly," in the firet 
clause, and insert after the word " thereto," at 
the end of the second clause, the following : 

" At the trial of a contested election of a Sen- 
ator or a Kepresentative before a committee of 
either House, a Judge of the Supreme Court to be 
assigned thereto by the said Court, shall preside, 
and shall decide questions regarding the admis- 
sibility of evidence, and shall, at the request of 
the committee, pronounce his opinion upon the 
questions of law involved in the trial." 

Article IX. Section I. Insert after the words 
'* corporate profit" in the last line but one, the 
following : 

" Property owned by colleges, academies, and 
other institutions of learning not used for private 
g^n ;" and add at the end of this section the 
words "and hospitals." 

The seclion will then read : 

"All taxes shall be uniform on the same class 
of subjects within the territorial limits of the 
authority levying the lax, and shall be levied and 
collected under general lavre ; but the General 
Assembly may by general laws exempt from tax- 
ation public property used for public purposes, 
actual places of religious worship, places of burial 
not used or held for private or corporate profit, 
proper^ owned by colleges, academies, and other 
institutions of learning not used for private gain. 
Institutions of purely public chariQ', and hos- 

REMAEKS.~The purpose of this amendment 
is to enable the Legislature, in the exercise of 
their sound discretion, to exempt institutions of 
learning from taxation. Education is a State in- 
terest, and its benefits belong to the people. 
When an institution of learning is used for its 
proper end, and not for private gain, it subserves 
the welfare and best ii«erest of the people them- 
selves. 
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There is no sonnd reason why such institutions 
should be taxed. They radiate their benefits in 
anothec and better form by diffusing what is more 
valuable to the community than money returned 
by taxation into the public treasury at the expense 
of the ability of those institutions to attain their 
greatest good. Many of the colleges of the Slate 
have been founded or laigely endowed through 
the munificent donations of private citizens. A 
policy which would permit such institutions to be 
taxed would be illiberal and an unjust imposition 
upon private l>enefactions, tending to their repres- 
sion and to public injury. 

Article IX. Section 8. Stiike out the words, 
"at any am time." in the last line of the sec- 

Remarks. — The purpose of this amendment 
is to limit the aggregate indebtedness which a 
city may contract, to ten per cent. As the sec- 
tion stands, it is open to a doubt whether there is 
any limit to the amount of the indebtedness which 
a city may contract, if its debt esceeded seven 
per centum at the time of the adoption of the 
Constitution. An inference might be drawn 
Irom the words " at any am time" that the in- 
tent of this part of the section was merely to 
limit the amount of the addition to be made to 
the debt at a gratn time, leaving no limit to the 
number of additions to be made, or upon the 
total amount of indebtedness. 

Article XIV. Section 6. Amend by adding at 
the end of the section the following ; 

" All fines and penalties shall be paid Into the 
treasuiy of tlie proper county." 

Remarks. — The purpose of this amendment 
is to correct an inequality arising from the pre- 
sent laws disposing of fines and penalties. In 
some counties these are appropriated to a single 
school district, or to a law association, or to othei 
purposes. The expenses of the administration 
of justice are borne by the people of the whole 
county. It is but equitable timt the results of 
this administration should be distributed equita- 
bly to the i^hole population, and not to individ- 
uals, or to particular districts of persons. In one 
of the coundes of the Commonwealth at the fall 
term of 1874, fines amounting to nearly $1,! 
were, by a local law, diverted from the county 
treasury to that of the school district composed 
of the county town, A leading thought of the 
Convention was the introduction of uniformity 
into the laws of the State, and this is evidenced 
among other provisions by section twenty-six of 
the fifth article, declaring that all laws relating 
to courts shall be general and of uniform opeta- 

Artide XIV. Section 7. StriliC out this sec- 

" Three county commissioners and three county 
auditors shall be elected in each county where 
such officers are chosen, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and seventy-five, and eveiy third 
year thereafter; and in the election of said officers 
each qualified elector shall vote for no more than 
two persons, and the three persons having the 
highest number of votes shall be elected ; 
casual vacancy in the office of county con 
sioner or county auditor shall be filled by the 
court of common pleas of the county in which 
such vacancy shall occur, by the appointment of 



elector of the proper county \ ho h 11 ha e 
ed for (he commissioner or d wh se 

place is to be filled." 

Remarks. — The objections tc ' 



cticai. The s 



f 



management has always been a mat of law 
and wisely so as absolutely necessary to accomo- 
date it to the changes in times, places, and ai- 
cumstances. But this section establishes an 
unalterable and fundamental rule, which no p:i- 
gency can modify or dispense with. It also 
destroys all experience and knowledge acquired 
the management of county affidrs, by turning 
t the whole board of commissioners or auditors 
one and the same time. Under the old system 
o commissioners or auditors always remained 
office to preserve the skill and knowledge ac- 
qaired in the service. By the wholesale turning 
out required by the section, the clerk becomes 
practically the board of commissioners, and these, 
when coming in all together, must look to him for 
guidance in their duties. The auditors have not 
even this aid, but must endeavor to settle the 
accounts of the officers with the small knowledge 
that plain and unlearned men have who in the 
county generally fill the office of auditors. 

The purpose of the section was to adapt the 
system to the new mode of voting. It seems to 
us the good proposed to be gained by it, bears 
no proportion to the evils it will entail. 

If the people really desire to elect these officers 
in the mode proposed by this section, this will 
leave them at liberty to do so. They can pass 
laws providing for their election upon die cumula- 
tive plan, or the restricted, if they please. If, 
after trying the experiment, they should conclude 
that it was not best to continue if, they could 
abandon it without waiting to change the Con- 
stitution. The section was at best but an experi- 
ment; and experiments are more easily and safely 
tried in statutes, than in constitutional provisions. 
Article XVI. Section 4. Strike out the whole 
section : " In all elections for directors or mana- 
gers of a corporation, each member or shareholder 
may cast the whole number of his votes for one 
candidate, or distribute them upon two or more 
candidates, as he may prefer." 

Remarks.*— Article XVI. Secdon 4. This 
section is very obscure, and difficult to interpret. 
In ordinary corporation elections each stockholder 
casts a certain number of votes for each candi- 
date; the number of votes being governed by 
the number of shares he holds. No matter 
how many directors or managers there may be, 
his right is to cast his whole vote for every one, 
because he has the same right of selection of 
every one who is to manage his affidrs as a cor- 
poration. Butbythetermsof the section, he can 
cast the whole number of his votes for only one 
director, and if there be more than one, he must 
distribute his votes among them. If there be 
seven directors, (and oftentimes there are twelve 
or more,) and if he have three shares or three 
votes, he can, according to the new rule in the 
section, cast these three votes, at most, for only 

He is thus deprived of voting for all the others ; 
and even when he has as many votes as candi- 
dates, he is compelled to distribute them in such 
manner that he loses the power he had hitherto. 
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The proceeding is exceedingly anomalous, and 
restrains rather than enlarges the power of the 
shareholder. 

If the purpose of the draughtsman of this sec- 
tion was to provide that each shareholder might 
"cumulate" upon oas' candidate the wholenumber 
of votes he can cast for all the directors, if voting 
upon all his shares of stock for each director, 
it would appear that it is not accomplished well. 
Either the purpose of the section is not clear, or 
it is imperfectly expressed. 

Article XVI. Section 5. Strike out the words 
" do any" in the first line and insert the words 
"engage in" in lieu thereof. 

The section will then read : 

"No foreign corporation shall engage in busi- 
ness in this State without having one or more 
places of business, and an authorized agent or 
agents in the same, upon whom process may be 

Remarks. — The purpose of this amendment 
is to obviate an interpretation which would pre- 
vent a foreign corporation from doing any single 
act relating to its affairs without complying with 
the requirements of the section. A corporation 
not intending to engage in business in the State 
may find it necessary to do a particular 
within the mischief to be remedied. 

Ai-tUe XVI. SecHon 10. Strike out the last 
clause, to wit, the words: "No law hereafter 
enacted shall create, renew or extend the charter 
of more than one corparatian." 

Remarks. — The ptupose of this amendment 
is to harmonize the section with the provision in 
the seventh section of the third article, that the 
General Assembly shall not pass any local 01 
special law " creating corporations, or amending, 
renewing or extending the charters thereof." 
According to the seventh section of the third 
article, the Legislature can pass no special law to 
create, extend or renew charters. Yet from the 
terms of the last clause of the tenth 
the sixteenth article, an inference might be drawn 
that a special act could be passed if it contained 
a charter of not more than one corporation. 

The third section of the third article confines 
le|:islation to single subjects. The last clause of 
this tenth section is useless, and its removal will 
present apparent conflict. 

Article XVII. Stclion 9. Amend by inserting 
the words, "or extended," between the word 
" conatructed" and the word "within." 

The section will then read: 

" No street passenger railway shall he con- 
structed or' extended, within the limits of any city, 
borough or township, without the consent of its 
local authorities," 

Remarks. — The purpose of this amendment 
is to embrace a case as clearly within the evil to 
be remedied as that now provided for in the sec- 
tion. An existing passenger railway constructed 
with the assent of the city — - - ! ^- 



Ehode Island. 

The following proposed Amendments to the 
llJmslitution are now pending : 

ARTICLE 

All soldiers and sailors of foreign birth, citi- 
lens of the United States, who served in the 
Army or Navy of the United States during the 
late war, from this State, and who were honor- 
ably discharged from such service, shall have the 
right to vote in the election of all civil officers, 
and on all questions in all legally oi^nized town, 
district or ward meetings, upon the same con- 
ditions, and under and subject to the same resttic- 

ARTICLE 

■ery male native citizen of the Uniied ^iales, 
of the age of twenty-one years, who has had his 
residence and home in the State two years, and in 
the town or city in which he may offer to vote, 
six months next preceding the time of voting, 
whose name shall have been registered in the 
town or city where he resides, on or before the 
last day of December, in the year next preceding 
the time of his voting, shall have a right lo vote 
in the election of all civil officers, and on ill 
questions in all legally oi^anlzed town, district or 
ward meetings ; provided, that no person shall, 
at any time, be allowed to vote in Ihe election of 
the city council of any city, or upcn any propo- 
sition to impose a tax, or for the expentliture of 
money, in any town or city, unless he shall with- 
in the year next preceding have paid a tax 
assessed upon his property, valued at least at one 
hundred and thirty-four dollars. This amend- 
ment shall take, in the Constitution of the Stale, 
the place of Sections z and 3 of Article 2, which 
sections are hereby annulled and rescinded. 

ARTICLE 

Section 17, Ardcle IV., of the Constitution of 
the State is hereby aunnlled and rescinded. 

[This amendment looks to the adoption of a 
general corporation law.] 

[The first Amendment passed the House of 
Representatives March 22, 1876— -yeas 49, 
nays 30; the Senate — yeas 30, nays o. 

TTie second passed the House March 17 — 
yeas 50, nays 2 ; the Senate— yeas 32, nays o. 

The third passed the House March ci--yeas 
47, nays o; the Senate— yeas 26, nays o.] 



without i 



, other f 



It injury of the public. The well kni 
legislation to enable the Union 
way Company in Philadelphia to 
way into Market street, between Front and 
Ninth streets, ailords an illustration of the 
sion intended to be supplied by the word 
tended." 



Texas. 

On the first Monday in August, 1875, the 
people, by a majority of nearly two-thirds, voted 
in favor of having a Canslitutional Convention, 
and elected ninety delegates to form it. The 
Convention met September 6, and adjourned No- 
vember 22. On the third Tuesday m February, 
1876, the vote on ratification was taken, and 
resulted in the adoption of the Constitution by a 
lai^e majority. The Convention passed sundry 
ordinances— one in relation to railroads, one 
dividing the State into Senatorial and Repre- 
sentative districts, another dividing it into Judi- 
cial districts, another fixing the terms of District 
Courts ; another prohibited the registration of 
I voters, and the election of the Legislature fixed 
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by law for December, 1875 — thus exercising a 
power which is brought under renew in the de- 
cision of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania 
printed herein. 

An abstract of the principal provisions of lie 
Constitution is appended. 

In the "Bill of Rights" are these articles : 

Texas is a free and independent Stale, subject 
uiily to tbe Constitution of the United States; 
and the maintenance of our free institutions and 
ttie perpetuity of the Union depend upon the 
preservation of the right of local self-government 
unimpaired to all the Slates. 

No rehgious test shall ever be required as a 

Sualification to any office, or public trust, in this 
tote ; nor shall any one be excluded ftom hold- 
ing office on account of his religious sentiments, 
provided he acknowledge tie existence of a Su- 
preme Being. 

No person shall he disqualified to give evidence 
in any of the courts of [his Slate on account of 
his religious opinions, or for the want of any re- 
ligious belief, but all oaths or affirmations shall 
be administered in the mode most binding upon 
the i;onscience, and shall be talten subject to the 
pains and penalties of perjury. 

No money shall be appropriated or drawn 
from the treasuiy for the bendit of any sect or 
religious society, theological or religious semi- 
nary; nor shall property belonging to the State 
be appropriated for any such purposes. 

The writ of habeas corpus is a writ of right, 
and shall never be suspended. The Legislature 
shall enact laws to render the remedy speedy and 
effectual. 

The Senate shall consist of 3 1 members, never 
to be increased, to serve for four years. The 
House of 93 members, and never to exceed ijo, 
to serve for two years. Legislature to meet 
every two years. 

No person who at any time may have been a 
collector of taxes, or who may have been other- 
wise entrusted with public money, shall he eli- 
gible to the Legislature, or to any of&ce of profit 
or trust under the State g emment until he 
shall have obtained ad b g f th ount of 
such collections, or f 11 p hi m ys with 
which he may have b t t i 

A member who has perso 1 r vate in- 
terest in any measure b 11 [. po d r pend- 
ing before the Legislatu h 11 dis los the fact 
to the house of wh h h m mler, and 

shall not vote thereon 

Bills must be read on three several days In each 
house. Aflier a bill or resolution has been con- 
sidered and defeated by either house of the Legis- 
lature, no bill containing the same substance shall 
be passed into a law during the same session. 
The civil and criminal laws shall be digested 
every ten years. Lotteries prohibited. Creation 
of State detrt prohibited except to supply casaal 
deficiencies of revenue, repel invasion, or pay ex- 
isting debt, and shall not exceed ^■2!X>,ixio at any 
time. Extra compensation to officer or con- 
bactors prohibited. 

The Le^slature shall have no power to give 
or to lend, or to authorize the giving or lending, 
of tbe credit of the State in aid of, or to any per- 
son, assodaUon or corporation, whether municipal 
at other ; or to pledge the credit of the State in 



any manner whatsoever, tor the payraen 
'iabilities, present or prospective, of any individ- 
Lal, association of individuals, municipal or other 
corporation whatsoever. 

The Legislature shall have no power to make 
any grant, or authorize the making of any grant, 
of public money to any individual, association of 
individuals, municipal or other corporation what- 
soever ; provided, that this shall not be so con- 
strued as to prevent the grant of aid in case of 
public calamity. 

The Legislatiffe shall have no power to author- 
: any county, city, (own, or other political cor- 
poration, or sub-division of the State, to lend its 
credit, or to grant public money or thing of value, 
id of or to any individual, association, or cor- 
poration whatsoever; or to become a stockholder 
'" such corporation, assodation or company. 
The Legislature shall have no power to grant, 
to authorize any county or municipal authority 
grant, any extra compensation, fee or allow- 
ice to a public officer, agent, servant or con- 
actor, after service has been rendered, or a 
intract has been entered into, and performed in 
whole or in part; nor pay, nor authoiize the pay- 
ment of, any claim created against any county or 
municipality of the State, under any agreement 
or contract, made without authority of law. 

The Legislature shall have no power to release 
or alienate any lien held by the State upon any 
railroad, or In any wise change the tenor or mean- 
ing, or pass any act explanatory thereof; but the 
same shall be enforced in accordance with the 
original terms upon which it was acquired. 

The Legislattu'e shall have no power to release 
or extinguish, or authorize the releasing or ex- 
tinguishing, in whole or in part, the indebtedness, 
liability or obligation of any incorporation or in- 
dividual to this Slate, or to any county, or other 
municipal corporation therein. 

If any bill presented to the Governor contains 
several items of appropriation, he may object to 
one or more of such items, and approve the other 
portion of the bill, subject to be overruled by a 
two-thirds vole of each honse. 

The Supreme Judges to be elected and hold 
ofhce for six years, and be paid not over 83,500 
a year. 

Qualified electors shall be male dilzens 21 
years of age, citizens of the United States, and 
residents of Texas one year next preceding the 
election, and the last six months in the distnct or 
county in which he offers to vote, and foreign- 
bom who have declared their intention to become 
citizens under the laws of tbe United States, 
similarly qualified as above, electors to vote In 
the election precinct of their residence. But the 
following persons shall not vote : Idiots and 
lunatics, paupers supported by any county, pec- 
Sons convicted of felony, subject to such excep- 
tions as the Legislature may malte, and all sol- 
diers, marines and seamen employed in the 
service of the army or navy of the United States. 
In municipal elections, to determine expenditure 
of money or assumption of debt, only those shall 
be qualified to vote who pay taxes on property in 
said city or incorporated town; provided, (tisX. 
no poll lax for the payment of debts thus in- 

cuixed shall be levied upon the persons dr' ^ 

j from voting in relation tiiereto. 
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In all elections by the people the vote shall be 
by ballot, and the Legislature shall provide for 
the numbering of tickets, and make such other 
regulations as may be necessary to detect and 

Euuish fraud and preserve the purity of the bal- 
)t box i but no law shall ever be enacted requir- 
ing a registration of the voters of this Stale. 

It shall be the duty of the Legislature of the 
State to establish and make suitable provision for 
the support and maintenance of an efficient sys- 
tem of pabiic free schools. 

All mnds, lands and other property heretofore 
set apart aad appropriated for the support of pub- 
lic schools; all the alternate sections of land 



rved by (he State ■: 



grant 



heretofore 



made or that may hereatter be made 
or other corporations, of any nature whatsoever ; 
one-half of the public domain of the State; and 
all sums of money that may come to the State 
from the sale of any portion of the same, shall 
constitute a perpetual public school fund. . 

There shall be set apai^ annually not more 
than one-fourth of the general revenue of the 
State, and a poll tax of one dollar on all male in- 
habitants in this State between the ages of twenty- 
one and sixty years, for the benefit of the public 
free schools. 

The lands herein set apart to the public free 
school fund shall be sold under such regulations, 
at such times and on such terms as may be pre- 
scribed by law; and the Legislature shall not 
have power to grant any relief to the pur- 
chasers thereof. The comptroller shall invest 
the proceeds of such sales, and of those hereto- 
fore made, as may be directed by the Board of 
Education herein provided for, in the bonds of 
this State, if the same can be obtained, othern'ise 
in United States bonds; and the United States 
bonds now belonging to said fund shall likewise 
be invested in State bonds, if the same can be ob- 
tained on terms advantageous to tlie school fund. 

The principal of all Bonds and other funds, 
and the principal arising from the sale of the 
lands heretofore set apart to said school fund, 
shall be the permanent school fund; and all the 
interest derivable therefrom, and the taxes herein 
aiuhorized and levied, shall lie the available school 
fund, which shall he applied annually to the. sup- 
port of the public free schools. And no law 
shall ever be enacted a|^topriating any part of 
the permanent or available school fund to any 
other purpose whatever ; nor shall the same or 



available school fund herein provided shall be 
distributed to the several counties according to 
their scholastic population, and applied in manner 
as may be provided by law. 

All lands heretofore or hereafter granted to the 
several counties of this State for education, or 
schools, are of right the property of said coun- 
ties respectively to which they were granted, and 
title thereto is vested in said counties, and no 
adverse possession or Hmitatiou shall ever he 
available against the title of any county. Each 
county may sell or dispose of its lands in whole 
or in part, in manner to be provided by the Com- 
missioners' Court of the county. Actual settlers 
residing on said lands shall be protected in the 
prior right of purchasing the same to the extent 



of their settlement, not to exceed one himdred 
and sixty acres, at the price fixed by said court, 
which price shall not include the value of exist- 
ing improvements made thereon by such settlers. 
Said lands and the proceeds thereof, when sold, 
shall be held by said counties alone as a trust for 
the benefit of pubUc schools therein ; said proceeds 
to be invested in bonds of the State of Texas, or 
of the United States, and only the interest thereon 
to be used and expended annually. 

Separate schools shall be provided for the 
white and colored children, and impartial pro- 
vision shall be made for both. 

The Governor, Comptroller and Secreta^ of 
State shall be a Board of Education, 

Taxation shall be equal and uniform. All 
property, whether ownii by natural persons or 
corporations, other than municipal, shall be taxed 
in proportion to its value, which shall be ascer- 
tained as may be provided by law. The Legis- 
lature may impose a poll tax. It may also im- 
pose occupation taxes, both upon natural persons 
and upon corporations, other than municipal, 
doing any bu^ness in this State. It may also 
tax incomes of both natural persons and corpor- 
ations, other than municipal, except that persons 
engaged in mechimical and agricultural pursuits 
shall never be required to pay an occupation lax; 
and two hundred and fifty dollars worth of house- 
hold and kitchen furniture, belonging to each 
family in this State, shall be exempt. 

Legislature may exempt, by general laws, pub- 
lic properly used for pubUc purposes; actual 
places of religious worship; places of burial not 
held for private or corporate profit ; all buildings 
used exclusively and owned by persons or asso- 
ciations of persons for school purposes (and the 
necessary furniture of all schools), and insritu- 
tions of purely public charity; and all laws ex- 
empting property from taxation other than the 
property above mentioned, shall be void. 

The ordinary State tax shall not exceed fifty 
cents on the Jioo valuation, and the ordinary 
county or municipal tax shall not exceed one- 
half of the State tax. An Assessor of Taxes, to 
be elected by the people for two years, is created, 
the Sheriff to be the collector. 

Any railroad corporation or association, oi^n- 
iied under the law for the purpose, shall have the 
right to construct and operate a railroad between 
any poinls within this State, and to connect at the 
State line with railroads of other States. Every 
railroad company shall have the right, with its 
road, to intersect, connect with or cross any other 
railroad; andshall receiveand transport each the 
other's passengers, tonnage and cars, loaded or 
empty, without delay or discrimination, under 
such r^ulations as shall be prescribed by law. 

Railroads heretofore constructed, or that may 
hereafter be constructed in this State, are heret^ 
declared public high ways, and railroad companies 
common carriers. The L^islature shall pass 
laws to correct abuses and prevent unjust dis- 
crimination and extortion in the rates of freight 
and passenger tariffs on the different railroads in 
this State; and shall from time totime pass laws 
establishing reasonable maximum rates of charges 
for the transportation of passengers and freight on 
said railroads, and enforce all such laws by ade- 
quate penalties. 
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Railroad consolLdation of parallel lines, or by 
purchase of Wlier lines, is prohibited. 

The Legislature is prohibited from issuing 
"Treasury warrants," "Treasury Notes," or pa- 
per of any description intended to circulate as 
money. The l^al rate of interest shall not ex- 
ceed eight per cent, in the absence of contract, 
and may be twelve under contract. Excess of 
this hist shall be deemed usury. 

Members of the Legislature, and all officers, 
before they enter upon the duties of their offices, 
shail take the following oath or aifirmation : " I, 

( } do solemnly swear (or affirm), that I 

willlaiihfuily and impartially dischai^e and per- 
form all the duties incumbent upon me as 

according to the best of my skill and 

ability, agreeably to the Constitution and laws of 
the United States and of this State ; and I do 
further solemnly swear (or affirm), that since the 
adoption of the constitution of this State, I, being 
a citizen of this State, have not fought a duel 
with deadly weapons, within this State nor out of 
it, nor have I sent or accepted a challenge to 
fight a duel with deadly weapons, nor have I 
acted as second in carrying a challenge, or 
£dded. advised or assisted any person thus offend- 
ing. And I furthermote solemnly swear (or af- 
firm), (hat 1 have not directly nor indirectly 
paid, offered or promised to pay, contributed, nor 
promised to conlribule any money, or valuable 
thing, or promised any public office or employ- 
ment, as a reward for the giving or withholding 
a vote at the election at which I was elected (or 
if (he office is one of appointment, to secure my 
appointment). So help me God." 

Ail property, both real and personal, of the 
wife, owned or claimed by her before marriage, 
and that acquired aftei J by gif d d 

scent, shall oe her separa p p y d 1 w 
shall be passed more 1 ly d h g tl ht 

of the wife, in relatio as w 11 t b para 

Soperty as that held mm w th h h 

nd. Laws shall als be pass dp d g f 
the registration of the w f par t p p ty 

No corporate body hall h f be eat d 
renewed or entended w tl b k g dis t 
ing privileges. 

Every person, cocpi ti mp y lb t 

may commit a homicid th gh If 1 t 
omission, or gross neglect, shall be responsible, in 
exemplary damages, to the surviving husband, 
widow, heirs of his or her body, or such of them 
as there may be, without regard to any criminal 
proceeding that may or may not be had in rela- 
tion to the homicide. 

The Legislature shall have power, and it shall 
be its duty, to protect by law from forced sale a 

Is of families, 
male and female. 

The homestead of a family shall be, and is 
hereby protected from forced sale, for the pay- 
ment of all debts except for the purchase money 
thereof, or a part of such purcl^se money, the 
taxes due thereon, or for work and material used 
in constructing improvements thereon, and in 
this last case only when flie work and material 
are contracted for in writing, with the consent of 
the wife given in the same manner as is required 
in making a sale and conveyance of the home- 



stead; nor shall the owner, if a married man, 
sell the homestead without the consent of the vidfe, 
given in such manner as may be prescribed by 
law. No mortgage, trust deed or other lien on 
the homestead shall ever be valid, except for the 
purchase money therefor, or improvements made 
thereon, as herein before provided, whether such 
mortgage or trust deed, or other lien, shall have 
been created by the hasband alone, or together 
with his wife; and all pretended sales of tlie 
homestead involving any condition of defeasance 
shall be void. 

The homestead, not in a town or city, shall 
consist of not more than two hundred acres of 
land, which may be in one Or more parcels, with 
the improvements thereon ; the homestead in a, 
city, town, or village, shall consist of lot or lots, 
not to exceed in value five thousand dollars, at 
the time of their designation as the homestead, 
without reference to the value of any improve- 
ments thereon ; provided, that the same shall he 
used for the purposes of a home, or as a place to 
exercise the calling or business of the head of 
a family, and that any renting of the homestead 
shall not change the character of the same when 
no other homestead has been acquired. 

Three millions acres of the pubhc domain aie 
hereby appropriated and set apart for the purpose 
of erecting a new State capitol and other neces- 
sary public buildings at- the seat of government, 
said lands to be sold under the direction of the 
Legislature. 

Thb instrument became the organic law of the 
State on the third Tuesday of April last, and the 
first Legislature under it met on the third Tuesday 
of April last. The r^ular election hereafter will 
b on the Tuesday next after the fiist Monday in 
November, every second year. 

Note. — I notice that on the 13th of March, 
876, Mr. Blaine presented the petidon of a 

nvention of colored people of Texas, January 
4lh, 1876, representing that the proposed new 
Constitution deprives the colored people of their 

hool privileges, violates the reconstruction act 

this respect, and proposes to devote the agri- 

Itural land grant to the education of whiles 
lone; which was referred to the committee on 
the Judiciary, 

Virginia. 

The following proposed Amendments were 
adopted by the Legislatures of 1874-5, and "f 
■1875-^, and are now submitted to the people, to 
be voted on at the general election, November 7, 
1876! 

Strike out Section i. Article III., rejecting 
elective franchise and qualifications for office, as 
follows ; 

Artidi III. Section I. Every male citizen of 
the United States, twenty-one years old, who shall 
have been a resident of this StatC'twelve months, 
and of the coonty, city, or town in which he shall 
offer to vote, three months next preceding any 
election, shall be entitled to vote upon all ques- 
tions submitted to the people at such election: 
Provided, that no officer, soldier, seaman, or 
marine of the United States army or navy shall 
be considered a resident of this State by reason 
of being stationed therein ! and provided also, 
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Chat the following persons shall be escludedfrom 
voting ! J-irst. Idiots and lunatics. Second. Per- 
sons convicted uf bribery in any election, embez- 
alement of public funds, treason or felony. Third. 
No person who, while a citizen of this Stale, has, 
since the adoption of this Constitution, fought s, 
duel with a deadly weapon, sent or accepted a 
challenge to fight a duel with a deadly weapon, 
either within or beyond the Imundaries of this 
State, or knowingly conveyed a challenge, or 
aided or assisted in any manner in fighting a duel, 
shall lie allowed to vote or hold any office of honor, 
profit, or trust, under this constitution. 

And in lieu thereof insert the following ; 

Section l. Every male citizen of the United 
States, twenty-one years old, who shall have been 
a resident of the State twelve months, and ol the 
county, city, or town in which he shall offer lo 
vote three months next preceding any election, 
and shall have paid to the Stale, before the day 
of election, the capitation tax required by law, 
for the preceding year, shall be entitled lo vote 
for members of the General Assembly and all 
officers elected by the people: provided, that no 
officer, soldier, seaman, or marine of the United 
States army or navy, shall be considered a resi- 
dent of this State, by reason of being stationed 
therein : and provided also, that the following 

Cons shall be excluded from voting : First. 
ts and lunadcs. Second. Personsi, convicted 
of bribery in any election, embezilement of pub- 
lic funds, treason, felony or petit larceny. TMrd. 
No person who, while a citizen of this Slate, has, 
since the adoption of this constitution, fought a 
duel with a deadly weapon, sent or accepted a 
challenge to fight a duel with a deadly weapon, 
either within or beyond the boundaries of this 
State, or knowingly conveyed a challenge, or 
aided or assisted in any manner in ligiitmg a 
duel, shall be allowed to vote or hold any office 
of honor, profit, ea tmst, under this constitution. 
Strike ont section 4, article 3, as follows : 
Article III. Section 4. The Genera! Assembly 
shall, at its first session under this Constitution, 
enact a general registration law; and every per- 
son offermg or applying to register sliall take and 
subscribe, before the officer charged with making 
a regktration of voters, the following oath : " I, 

,dosolenanlyswear (or affirm) that 

I am not disqualified from exercising the right of 
suffrage by the Constitution framed by the Con- 
vention which assembled in the city of Rich- 
mond on the third of December, eighteen hun- 
dred and sixty-seven, and that I will support and 
defend the same to the best of my ability." 
Schedule. 

2. That all elections held subsequently lo Ihe 
ratification of these amendments by the people, 
before the adjournment of the next regular ses- 
sion of the Legislature, held after such ratification, 
shall be had and conducted under and in accord- 
ance with the election laws and registration laws 
which may be m force at the time of such ratifi- 
cahon, unless the same shall have been sooner 
amended or repealed by the General Assembly. 

Sttike out sections s, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 8 of Art. 
5, concerning the legislative department, as fol- 

Art,c/e F. S^aion 2. The house of Relegates 



shall be elected biennially by the voters of the 
several cities and counties, on the Tuesday suc- 
ceeding the first Monday in November, and shall 
be distributed and apportioned as follows ; 

Sec. 3. The Senators shall be elected for the 
term of four years, for the election of whom the 
counties, cities, and towns shall be divided into 
not more than forty districts. Each county, city 
and town of the respective districts, at the time 
of the first election of its delegate or delegates 
under this Constitution, shall vote for one or more 
Senators. The Senators iiist elected under this 
constitution, in districts bearing odd numbers, 
shall vacate their ofiices at the end of two years, 
and those elected in districts bearing even num- 
bers, at the end of four years; and vacancies 
occurring by expiration of term shall be filled by 
the election of Senators for the full term. 

Sec. 4. At the first session of the General 
Assembly after the enumeration of the inhabitants 
of the Slate by the United States, a re-apportion- 
ment of Senators aiid members of the house of 
delegates, and every tenth year thereafter, shall 
be made. 

Sec. 5. Any person may be elected Senator 
who, at the time of election, is actually a resident 
within the district, and qualified to vote for mem- 
bers of the Genera! Assembly according to this 
Constitution ; and any person may be elected a 
member of the house of del^ales who, at the 
time of election, is actually a resident within the 
county, city, town, or election district, qualified 
to vote for members of the General Assembly 
according to this Constitution. The removal of 
any person elected to either branch of the Gen- 
eral Assembly from the city, county, town, or 
district for which he was elected, shall vacate his 



Sec. 6. The General Assembly shall meet an- 
nually, and not oftener, unless convened by the 
Governor in the manner prescribed by this Con- 
stitution. No session of the General Assembly, 
after the first under this Constitntion, shall con- 
tinue longer than ninety days, without the con- 
currence of three-fifths of the members elected to 
each house; in which case Ihe session may be 
extended for a further period, not exceeding 
thirty days. Neither house, during the session 
of the General Assembly, shall, without the con- 
sent of the other, adjourn for more than three 
days, nor to any other place than that in which 
the two houses shall be sitting. A majority of 
the members elected to each house shall consti- 
tute a quorum to do business ; but a smaller num- 
ber may adjourn from day to day, and shall have 
power to compel the attendance of absent mem- 
bers, in such manner and under such penalty as 
each house may prescribe. 

Sec. 8. The members of the General Assembly 
shall receive for their services a compensation, 
to be ascertained by law, and paid out of the 
public treasury ; but no act increasing such com- 
pensation shall take effect until after the end of 
the term for which the members of the house of 
delegates voting thereon were elected ; and no 
Senator or Delegate, during the term for which 
he shall have been elected, shall be appointed to 



..Google 



120 



HANB-BOOK OF POLITICS, 



any civil office of profit under fhe 
which has been created, or the emoluments of 
which have been increased during such term, 
except offices lilled by election by the people. 

And insert in lien thereof the following : 

Sec. 2. The bouse of delegates shall be elected 
biennially by the voters of the several cities and 
counties, on the Tuesday succeeding the first 
Monday in November, and shall, from and after 
the Tuesday succeeding the first Monday in 
November, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, 
consist of not more than one hundred, and not 
.jss thitn ninety members. 

Sec. 3. From and after the same date, the sen- 
ate shall consist of not less than thirty-three nor 
more than forty members. They shall be elected 
for the term of four years — for the election of 
whom, the counties, cities, and towns shall be 
divided into districts. Each county, city, and 
town of the respective districts shall, at the time 
of the first election of its delegate or delegates 
under this amendment, vote for one or mOTe sen- 
ators. The senators first elected under this amend, 
ment, in districts bearing odd numbers, shall va- 
cate their offices af the end of two years ; and 
those elected in districts bearing even numbers, 
at the end of four years : and vacancies occorring 
by expiration of term shall be filled by the election 
of senators foe the full term. 

Sec. 4. An apportionment of Senators and 
members of the House of Delegates shall be 
made at the regular session of the General As- 
sembly next preceding the Tuesday after the first 
Monday in November, eighteen hundred and 
seventy-nine, or sooner. A reapportionment shall 
be made in the year eighteen hundred and ninety- 
one, and every tenth year thereafter. 
qualifications of senators akd delegates. 

Sec. 5. Any person may be elected senator who, 
at the time of election, is actually a resident within 
the district, and qualified to vote for members of 
the General Assembly according to this Consti- 
tution; and any person may be electedamember 
of the House of Delegates who, at the time of 
election, is actually a resident within the county, 
city, town, or election district, qualified to vote 
for members of the General Assembly according 
to this Oinslitution. But no person holding a 
salaried office under the State Government shall 
be capable of being elected a member of either 



House of the General Assembly. The removal 
of any person elected to either branch of the 
General Assembly, from the city, county, town, 
or district for which he was elected, shall vacate 
his office. 



Sec. 6. The General Assemblyshall meetonce 
in two years, and not oftener, unless convened by 
(he Governor in the manner prescribed in this 
Constitution. No session of the General Assem- 
bly, after the first under this amendment, tihall 
continue longer than ninety days, without the 
concurrence of three-fifths of the members elected 
to each House; in which case the session maybe 
extended for a further period, not exceeding 
thirty days. Neither house during the session 
of the General Assembly, shall, without the con- 
sent of the other, adjourn for more than three 
days, nor to any other place than that in which 
the two hotises shall lie silting. A majority c4 
the members elected to each house shall consti- 
tute a quorum to do business ; but a smaller 
number may adjourn from day to day, and shall 
have power to compel the attendance of absent 
members in such manner and under such penalty 
as each house may prescribe. 

Sec. 8. The members of the General Assembly 
shall receive for their services a salary, to be ascer- 
tained by law, and paid out of thepublic treasury ( 
but no act increasing such salary shall take effect 
until after the end of the term for which the 
members of the House of Delegates voting there- 
on were elected; and no senator or delegate, 
during the term for which he shall have been 
elect^, shall be appointed to any civil office of 
profit under the commonwealth, which has been 
created, or the emoluments of which have been 
increased during such term, except offices filled 
by election by lie people. 

Add the following sections at the end of the 

Sec. 23. The Legislature shall have power to 
provide for the government of cities and towns, 
and to establish such courts therein as may be 
necessary for the administration of justice. 

Sec. 24. The General Assembly shall have 
power, by two-thirds vote, to remove disabilities 
incurred under clause third, section one, article 
third of this Constitution, with reference to duel- 



X. 

THE "PUBLIC CREDIT ACT" OF 1869, AID THE 
"KESUIPTION ACT" OF 1875. 



The "Pnblie Credit Bill" of the Fortieth 

Congress. 

Fortieth Congress — 'third Session. 

In House. 

1S69, January 20 — Mr. Schenck introduced, 

hy^nanir ■' ' - '" " 

1744): 



An act to strengthen the piibiic credit and re 
iting to contracts for the payment of coin. 
Bi it enacted, &*f., That in order to remove 
ly doubt as to the purpose of the Government to 
ischarge all just obligations to the public credit- 
—..,.. .^^..i,.-,,,. ......j-^v-^-, '^' »na 'o se"'e conflicting questions and inter- 

;nt the following bill (H. R. pretatioas of the law, by virtue of which such 
obligations have been contracted, it is hereby 
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provided an<i declared, that the faith of the 
United States is solemnly pledged to the payment 
in coin, or its eqoivalent, of all the interest-bear- 
ing obligations of the United States, except in 
cases where the law authorizing the issue of any 
SHch obligation has eitpressly provided thaJ: the 
same may be paid in lawful money, or other cur- 
rency than gold or siSvef; Provided, however. 
That before any of said interest-bearing obliga- 
tons not already due shall mature, or be paid be- 
fore maturity, the obligations not bearing interest, 
known as United States notes, shall be made con- 
vertible into coin at the option of the holder. 

Sec. 2. That any contract hereafter made spe- 
cifically payable in coin, and the consideration of 
which may be a loan of coin, or a sale of 
property, or the rendering of labor or service of 
any kind, the price of wMch, as carried into the 
contract, may have been adjusled on the basis of 
the coin value thereof at the time of such sale, or 
the rendering of such service or labor, shall be 
legal and valid, and may be enforced according 
to its terms ; and on the trial of a suit brought 
for the enforcement of any such contract, proof 
of the real consideration may be given. 

February 23 — The previous question demanded 
and the main question ordered — yeas 101, nays 
43, not voting 78. 

February 24— Mr. Shanks moved that the bill 
be laid on the table, which was disagreed to — ■ 
yeas 54, nays 133, not voting 35. 

Mr. NiBLACK moved to strike out the first sec- 
tion, which was disHgreed to-~yeas 54, nays 130 
(not voting 38), as follow ! 

Yeas — Messrs. Archer, Jehu Baker, Barms, 
Beatty, Beck, C. C. Bowen, Burr, R. R. Butler, 
A. Cobb, Coburn, Deweese, Donnelly, Eggleston, 
Ela, Eldredge, Famsworth, Fox, Gets, 7, S. 
Golladay, Goss, Gravely, Groiier, Hidgkt, Haw- 
kins, Holmaa, B. F. Hopkins, Humphrey, Hun- 
ter, Ingersoli, J. A. Jchnson, T. L. Jmes, Kerr, 
Knott, Loan, Marshall, McCormick, Mutigea, 
Niblack, Orth, F. A. Pike, Pmyn-, L. W. Ross, 
Shanks, A. F. Stevens, Stokes, F. Stone, Taffe, 
7m, Van Auken, Van Trump, H. D. Wash- 
bum, J. T. Wilson, F. Wood, P. M. B. Young 
—54- 

Nays— Messrs. Allison, Ames, G. W. Ander- 
son, Amell, D. R. Ashley, J. M. Ashley, Axtell, 
Baldwin, Banks, Barnum, Beaman, Benjamin, 
Benton, Bingham, W, J. Blackburn, Blaine, A. 
Blair, Boutwell, Boyden, Boyer, Bromwell, 
Brooks, Broomall, Buckley, Cake, CAanler, 
Churchiii, R. W. Clarke, S. Clarke, CUft, Coriey, 
Cornell, Covode, Cullom, Delano, Dickey, N. F. 
Dijton, Dockery, G. M. Dodge, Dii^s, Eckley, 
T. D. Eliot, J. T. Elliott, Feiriss, f. W. Ferry, 



Hooper, % Hotchkiss, C. D. Hubbard, R. D. 
Hubbard, Hnlburd. Tenckes, A. H. Tones, 
Judd, Julian, Kelley, Kellt^g, Kelsey, J. H. 
Ketcham, Kitchen, Koontz, L^in, l,adi, G. V, 
. Lawrence, W. Lawrence, L<^an, J. Lyndi, Mal- 
lory, Marvin, Maynard, McKee, Mercur, G. F. 
Miller, W. Moore, Moorhead, Mullins, Myers, 
Newsham, Norris, O'Neill, H. E. Paine, Perham, 
Peters, Pettis, C. E. Phelps, C. W. Pierce, Pile, 
Plants, Poland, Pomeroy, H. Price, Prince, 
Kaum, Robertson, Roots, P. Sawyer, Schenck, 



Scofield, Shellabai^er, W. C Smith, Spalding, 
Starkweather, T. E. Stewart, Stover, Taber, C. 
N. Tayior, F, Thomas, J. Trimble, Trowbridge, 
Twichell, C. Upson, Van Aemam, B. Van Horn, 
H. Ward, C. C. Washburn, W. B. Washburn, 
Welker, Whittemore, T. Williams, W. Williams, 
J. F. Wilson, Windom— 130. 

Mr. Allison moved to strike out the second 
section, which was lost — yeas 72, nays too (not 
voting 50) , as follow : 

Yeas — Messrs. Allison, Jehu Baker, Beatty, 
Bed, Benton, C. C. Bowen, Bromwell, B. F, 
Butler, Cake, CUft, A. Cobb, Coburn, B. C. Cook, 
(jjmell, Cullom, Deweeae, Dickey, Donnelly, 
Eckley, Ela, Eldredge, Farnsworth, Feiriss, T.W. 
Ferry, Fox, y. S. Golladay, Goss, Gravely, Haw- 
kins, Holman, Hooper, B. F. Hopkins. Hunter, 
Ingersoli, Kelley, Kelsey, Knott, Koontz, W. 
Lawrence, Loan, Loughridge, J. Lynch, May- 
nard, G. F. Miller, W. Moore, Morrell, Mullins, 
MuKgew,yi.-^as,Niblack,'^\aia, O'Neill, Orth, 
Peters, Robertson, L. W. Ross, P. Sawyer, Shanks, 
Shellabarger, W. C. Smith, A. F. Stevens, Stokes, 
Taffe, F. Thomas, Tift, C. Upson, Van Trump, 
H. D. Washburn, T. Williams, W. Williams, J. 
T. Wilson, P. M. B. Young—li. 

Nays — Messrs. Ames, G. W. Anderson, Arch- 
er, Amell, D. R. Ashley, J. M. Ashley, Axtell, 
Baldwin, Banks, Barnes, Bamnm, Beaman, 
Benjamin, W. J. Blackbnm, A. Blair, Boyden, 
Boyer, Brooks, Broomall, Buckley, R, R. But- 
ler, Callis, Chanter, Churchill, R. W. Clarke, 
Coriey, Covode, Dawes, Delano, N. F. Dixon, 
G. M. Dodge, Driggs, Edwards, T. D. Eliot, J. 
T, Elliott, W. C. Fields, Getz, Glossbrenner, 
Goye, J. A. Griswold, Grover, Haight, Halsey. 
A. C. Harding, Heaton, J. Hotchktss, C. D. 
Hubbard, R. D. Hubbard, Hulburd, Jenckes, y, 
A. yohnson, A. H. Jones, T. L. Jones, Judd, 
Julian, Kerr, Ketdiam, Kitchen, Laflin, Lash, 
G. V. Lawrence, Mallory, Marvin, J. R. Mc- 
Cormick, McKee, Mercur, Moorhead, Newsham, 
Norris, H. E. Paine, Perham, C. E. Phelps, C. 
W. Pierce, F. A. Kke, Plants, Poland, Pomeroy, 
H. Price, Pruyn, Raum, Schenck, Scofield, 
Spalding, Starkweather, T. E. Stewart, F. Stone, 
Stover, Taber, C. N. Taylor, Trowbridge, 
Twichell, Van Aemanr, Van Auken, B. Van 
Horn, H. Ward, W. B. Washburn, Welker, 
Whittemore, J. F. Wilson, F. Wood— 100. 

The bill was ordered engrossed and read a 
third lime, and passed finaTly— yeas 121, nays 
60 (not voting 41), as follow: 

Yeas — Messrs. Allison, Ames, G, W. Ander- 
son, Amell, D. E. Ashley, J. M. Ashley, Axtell, 
Baldwin, Banks, Barnum, Beaman, Benjamin, 
Benton, W, J. Bkckbum, Blaine, A. Blair, Boj- 
den, Boyer, Brooks, Broomall, Buckley, Calhs 
Chanter, Churchill, R. W. Clarke, S. Clarke^ 
Clift, Coriey, Cornell, Cullom, Dawes, Delano, 
N. F. Dixon, G. M. Dodge, Drjggs, Eckley, T, 
D. Eliot, J: T. Elliott, Ferriss, T. W. Ferry, W. 
C, Fields, Garfield, Gets, Glossbrenner, Gove, 
J. A, Griswold, Halsey, A. C. Harding, Heaton, 
Higby, J. Hill, Hooper, y. Hotchkiss, C. D. 
Hubbard, R. D. Hubbard, Hulbnrd, Jenckes, 
A. H. Jonts, Judd, Julian, F. W. Kellogg, Kel- 
sey, Ketcham, Kitchen, Koonls, Laflin, Lash, 
G, V, Lawrence, J. Lynch, Marvin, Maynard, 
McKee, Mercur, G. F. Miller, W. Moore, Moor- 
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bead, Morrell, MuUins, Myers, Newcomb, New- 
sham, Norrls, O'Neill, H. E. Paine, Perham, 
Peters, Pettis, C. E. PMps, Plants, Poland, Pome- 
roy, H. Price, Raum, Robertson, Robinson, Roots, 
P. Sawyer, Schenclt, Scofield, Shellabarger, W. 
C. Smith, Spalding, Starkwealhec, T. E. Stewart, 
Stover, Tabir, C N. Taylor, Trowbridge. Twich- 
ell, C. Upson, Van Aernam. B. Van Horn, R. 
T. Van Horn, H. Ward, C. C. Washburn, W. 
B. Washburn, Welker, Whittemore, T. Williams, 
J, F. Wilson, Windom— 121. 

Nays— Messrs, Archer, Jehu Baiter, Eeatty, 
Beck, C. C. Bowen, Bromwell, Burr, B. F. But- 
ler, R. R. Butler, Cake, A. Cobb, Cobum, B. C. 
Cook, Covode, Deweese, Donnelly, E^leston, 
Ela, Eldredge, Famsworth, Fax, Frendi, J. S. 
Gollaiiay, Goss, Grover, Haighi, Hawkins, Hol- 
man, B. F. Hopkins, Humphrey, Hunter, Inger- 
soU, J. A. Johmsn, T. L. Jones, Kelley, Kirr, 
Knott, W. ILawrence, Loughridge, Marshall, 
McCormick, Mungen, Niblack,'ii\iaa,OsCa,Y. h.. 
Kke, L. W. Ross, Shanks, A. F. Stevens, Stokes, 
F. Stone, Taffe, F. Thomas, T\ft, Van Trump, 
H. D. Washburn, W. Williams, J. T.Wilson, 
F. Wood, P. M. B. Young— da. 
In Senate, 

February 26 — The bill was reported back 
from the Committee on Finance, amended so as to 
read as follows : 

An Act relating to the public debt. 

Be it enacted, &'c.. That in order to remove 
any doubt as to the purpose of the Government to 
discharge all just obligations to the public credit- 
ors, and to settle conflicting questions and inter- 
pretations of the laws by virtue of which sych 
obligations have been contracted, it is hereby 
provided and declared, that the faith of the 
United Slates is solemnly pledged to the payment 
in coin, or its equivalent, of all the obligadons of 
the United States, except in cases where the law 
authorizing the issue of any such obligation has 
expressly provided that the same may be paid in 
lawful money or other currency than gold and 

Sec. 2. That any contract hereafter made spe- 
cifically payable in coin, and the consideration of 
which may be a loan of coin, or a sale of 
property, or the rendering of labor or service of 
any kind, the price of which, as carried into the 
contract, may have been adjusted on he ba f 
the coin value thereof at the tim f u h sale o 
the tendering of such service or labo h 11 be 
legal and valid, and may be enf d d ng 

February 27— Mr. RENDER ON m d 
amend the first clause of the se nd e n by 
making it read as follows 1 

That any contract hereafter made specifically 
payable in coin shall be legal and valid, and may 
be enforced according to its terms. 

Which was not agreed to — yeas 10, nays 35, as 
follow ! 

Yeas— Messrs. Cole, Conkling, Corbett, Dixon, 
Fessenden, Henderson, Pomeroy, Ross, Stewart, 
Trumbull— 10. 

Nays — Messrs. Abbott, Anthony, Cameron, 
Cattell, Chandler, Conness, Cragin, Da-uis, Doe- 
little, Drake, Edmunds, Ferry, Frelinghuysen, 
Harlan, Howe, Kellogg, McCreery, McDonald, 



Morgan, Morrill of Vermont, Morton, Nye, Os- 
bom, Patterson of New Hampshire, Ramsey, 
Rice, Sawyer, Sherman, Sumner, Thayer, Wade, 
Welch, Willey, Williams, Wilson— 35. 

Mr. Bayard moved to strike out the second 
section, which was not agreed to — yeas 7, nays 
36, as follow : 

Veas— Messrs. Chandler, Cole, Davis, Doo- 
little. Fowler, Howe, Wade— 7. 

Nays— Messrs. Abbott, Anthony, Cameron, 
Cattell, Conkling, Conness, Corbett, Cragin, 
Dixon, Drake, Edmunds, Feny, Fessenden, 
Frelinghuysen, Harlan, Kellt^g, McCreery, Mc- 
Donald, Morgan, Morrill' of Vermont, Morton, 
Nye, Osbom, Patterson of New Hampshire, 
Pomeroy, Ramsey, Ross, Sherman, Stewart, 
Sumner, Thayer, TrumbuU, Welch, Wiiley, Wil- 
liams, Wilson— 36. 

Mr. Henderson moved to amend the lirsC 
section so as to make it read as follows : 

That it is hereby provided and declared that 
the faith of the United States is solemnly pledged 
lo an early resumption of specie payment by the 
Government, in order that conflicting questions 
touching the mode of discharging the public in- 
debtedness may be settled and that the same may 
be paid in gold. 

Which was not agreed to — yeas 8, nays 34, as 
follow ! 

Yeas — Messrs. Cole, Dam's, Henderson, Mor- 
ton, Pomeroy, Robertson, Ross, Spencer— 8. 

Nays— Messrs. Anthony, Cattell, Conkling, 
Conness, Corbett, Cragin, Zlixon, Edmunds, Fer- 
ry, Fessenden, Frelinghuysen, Grimes, Harlan, 
Harris, Howard, McDonald, Morgan, MorIU of 
Maine, Morrill of Vt., Nye, Osbom, Patterson 
of New Hampshire, Sawyer, Sherman, Stewart, 
Sumner, Thayer, Tipton, Wade, Warner, Welch, 
Willey, Williams, Wilson — 30. 

The bill as amended by the report of the Com- 
mittee on Finance, was then passed — yeas 30, 
nays 1 6, as follow ; 

Yeas— Messrs. Abbott, Cattell, Conkling, Con- 
ness, Corbett, Cragin, Dixon, Edmunds, Ferry, 
Fessenden, Frelin^uysen, Grimes, Harlan, Har- 
ris, Howard, Morgan, Morrill of Maine, Morrill 
of Vermont, Nye, Patterson, of New Hampshire, 
Robertson, Sawyer, Sherman, Stewart, Sumner, 
Thayer, Tipton, Willey, Williams, Wilson— 30. 

Nays — Messrs. Cole, Davis, Doolittli, Fowler, 
Henderson, Hendricks, McCreery, McDonald, 
Morton, Osbom, Patterson of Tennessee, Pome- 

y, Ross, Spencer, Wade, Welch— 16. 

The title was amended so as to read " An act 
n relation to the public debt." 

March a — The House non-concurred in the 
amendments of the Senate, and a committee of 
onference (Messrs. Schenck, Allison, and 
Niblack) appointed. 



ingbill: 

An Act to strengthen the public credit, and re- 
lating to contracts for the payment of coin. 
Be it enacted &'c.. That in order to remove any 
doubt as to the purpose of the Government to dis- 
charge all jiist obligations to the public creditors, 
and to settle conflicting questions and inteprcta- 
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Kons of flie laws by virtue of which such obligs 
tiaas have been contracted, it is hereby provided 
and declared, that the faith of the United States 
is solemnly pledged to the payment in coin, or its 
equivalent, of all the obligations of the United 
States not hearing; interest, known as United 
States notes, and of all the interest- bearing obli- 
gations of the United States, except ui cases where 
the law authorizing the issue of any such obliga- 
tion has expressly provided that the same may be 
paid in lairilrl money or other currency than gold 
and silver. But none of said interest-bearing ob- 
ligations not already due shall be redeemed or 
paid before maturity, unless at such time United 
States notes shall be convertible into coin at the 
option of the holder, or unless at such time bonds 
of the United States bearing a lower rate of inter- 
est than the bonds to be redeemed qan be sold al 
par in coin. And the United Stales also sol- 
emnly pledges its faith to make provision at the 
earliest practicable period for the redemption of 
the United States notes in coin. 

Sec 3. That any contract hereafter made spe- 
cifically payable in coin, and the consideration of 
which may be a loan of coin, or a sale of property, 
or the rendering of labor or service of any kind, 
the price of which, as carried into the contract, 
may have been adjusted on the basis of the coin 
value thereof at the time of such sale or the ren- 
dering of such service or labor, shall be legal 
and valid, and may be enforced according to its 
terms ; and on tjie trial of a suit bronght for the 
enforcement of any such contract, proof of the 
real consideration may be given. 

Same day — The Senate agreed to the report- 
yeas 31, nays 24, as follows! 

Yeas — Messrs. Abbott, Anthony, Cameron, 
Cattell, Chandler, Conkling, Conness, Corbett, 
Cragin, Dixen, Drake, Edmunds, Ferry, Fessen- 
den, Frelinghuysen, Harris, Howard, Morgan, 
Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Vermont, Nye, Pat- 
terson of New Hampshire, Ramsey, Sherman, 
Stewart, Sumner, Trumbull, Van Winkle, War- 
ner, Willey, Williams— 31. 

Nays — Messrs. Bayard, Buckalew, Cole, 
Davis, DoolittU, Fowler, Hmdrifks, Kellogg, 
McCreery, McDonald, Morion, Norton, Osbom, 
PattersoK of Tennessee, Robertson, Ross, Sawyer, 
Spencer, Sprague, Thayer, Tipton, Vickers, 
Wade, Whyte-~2.^. 

Same day — The HoireK adopted the report — 
yeas 1 17, nays 59 {not voting 48}, as follow : 

Yeas — Messrs. Allison, Ames, Amell, D. R. 
Ashley, J. M. Ashley, AxtHl, A. H. Bailey, 
3ames, Bamuin, Beaman, Benjamin, Benton, 
Bingham, A. Blair, Boutwell, C. C. Bowen, 
Boyden, Bmo&s, Broomdl, Buckley, Cake, 
Callis, Chanler, Churchill, R. W. Clarke, S. 
Clarke, Clift, Corley, Cornell, Cnllom, Dawes, 
Dickey, N. F. Dixon, G. M. Dodge, Eckley, T. 
D. EHot, J. T. Elliott, Ferriss, T. W. Ferry, W. 
C. Fields, Garfield, Gove, Griswold, Halsey, 
Haughey, Heaton, Higby, J. Hill, Hooper, 
7. HotshMss, R. D. Hubbard, Huiburd, Jenckes, 
A. H. Jones, Judd, Julian, F. W. Kellogg, Kel- 
sey, Ketcham, Laflin, Lash, G. V. Lawrence, 
Lincoln, Logan, J. Lynch, R. Mallory, Marvin, 
Maynard, McCarthy, McKee, Mercur, G. F. 
Miller, W.Moore, Moorhead, Morrell, Mullms, 
Myeis, Newsham, Norris, O'Neill, H. E. Paine, 



Perham, Peters, C. E. Phelps, Pile, Plants, Po- 
land, H. Price, Prince, Eaum, Robertson, Reb- 
imon. Roots, P. Sawyer, Schenck, Scolleld, 
Shellabai^er, W. C. Smith, Starkweather, A. F. 
Stevens, T. E. Stewart, Stover, Syphtr, Tabsr, 
C. N. Taylor, Trowbridge, Twichell, Upson, 
B. Van Horn, Van Wyck, H, Ward, C. C. Wash- 
bum, W. B. Washburn, Welker, Whittemore, J. 
F. Wilson, Woodbridge— 117. 

Nays— Messrs. G. M. Adams, Archer, Jehu 
Baker, Beatty, Buk, Boyer, Bromwell, Burr, B. 
F.Butler, R. R. Butler, Gary, Cobb, Cobum, B. C. 
Cook, Deweese, Dockery, Donnelly, E^Ieston, 
Eldredge, Farnsworth, Ceftr, y. S. Golladay, 
Goss, Haight, A. C, Harding, Hawkins, Holmaa, 
B. F. Hopkuis, Hunter, Ingersoll, y. A. yohtt- 
son, T. L. ycnes, Kerr, KttBtt, W. Lawrence, 
Marshall, McCormick, McCullougk, Mungen, 
Niblack, Orth, Pruyn, Randall, Rass, Shanits, 
Sitgreaves, P. Stone, F. Thomas, Tifl, L. S. 

Trimble, Van Aernam, Van Auken, Van TrumP, 
H. D. Washburn, W. Williams, S. F. Wilson, F. 

Weed, Woodward, P. M. B. Young — 59. 

The President, AmiiREW Johnson, " pocketed" 
the bill, it having been presented to liim for his 
approval March 3, 1S69, the day of the adjourn- 
ment of Congress. 

The "PabUo Credit Act" of the Forty. 

First Congress. 

Forty-FIrat Congress — ^First Session. 

This bill became a law March iS, 1869, being 
the first act approved by President Grant : 

Be it enacted, &-C., That In order to remove 
any doubt as to the purpose of the Government 
to discharge all just obligations to (be public 
creditors, and to settle conflicting questions and 
interpretations of the law by virtue of which 
such obligations have been contracted, it is hereby 
provided and declared, that the faith of the United 
States is solemnly pledged to the payment in 
coin or its equivalent of all' the obligations of 
the United Stales not bearing interest, known as 
United States notes, and of all the interest bear- 
ing obligations of the United States, except in 
cases where the law anlhorizing the issue of any 
such obligation has expressly provided that the 
same may be paid in lawful money or other cur- 
rency than gold and silver. But none of said 
interest-I^eanng obligations not already due shall 
be redeemed or paid before maturity unless at 
such time United States notes shall be converlible 
into coin at the option of the holder, or unless at 
such time bonds of the United States bearing a 
lower rale of interest than the bonds to be re- 
deemed can be sold at par in coin. And the 
United States also solemnly pledges its faith to 
make provision at the earliest practicable period 
for the redemption of the United States notes in 

In House. 

!869, Marchi2— Mr. Schenck introduced the 
bill passed at third session of Fortieth Congress, 
and "pocketed" by President Johnson (for 
which see proceedings above). 

Mr. Burr, moved that it be laid on the table; 
which was disagreed to— yeas 54, nays 85, not 
voting 54. 



v,\^iOOgIc 



124 



HAND-BOOK 0? POLITICS. 



Mr. Allison moved to strike out the second 
section as printed before, which was agreed to — 
yeas 87, nays 56 (not voting 50), as follow : 

Yeas— Messrs. Allison, Ames, ArcAer, A. H. 
Bailey, Beaman, Beatty, Sei:i, Bi^s, Bingham, 
Bird, C. C. Bowen, Burr, B. F. Butler, Cake, 
Cessna, A. Cobb, Coburn, Cullom, N. Davis, 
Deweese, Du:kim<m, Dyer, Eldridge, Farns- 
worth, Ferriss, T. W. Ferry, Rtch, GeU, Golla- 
day, Haldeman, E. Hale, Hamill, Hawkins, Hay, 
Heag, IMman, Hooper, B. F. Hopkins, Inger- 
soll, Jenckes, T. L. Jones, Kelsey, Kirr, Knapp, 



fei, J. H. Moore, S. P. Morrill* Mungen, Niblack, 
O'Neill, OrCb, Reading, P. Sawyer, Scofield, 
Shanks, W. C. Smith, J. E. Stevenson, Stiles, F. 
Stone, Stonghton, SIrader, Swatin, Saitetuy, 
Taffe, i. S. Trimble, Tynec, R. T. Van Horn, 
W. B. Washburn, Welker, E. Wells, Wilkinson, 
C. W. Willard, W. Williams, E. M. Wilson, 
J. T. Wilson, Winans, Winchester, Witcher, 
Woodviard—%1. 

Navs — Messrs. Armstrong, Asper, Axtell, 
Banks, Benjamin, Bennett, A. Blair, Boles, Boyd, 
Bufiinton, Burdett, R. R, Butler, Churchill, C. 
L. Cobb, Conger, Cowles, Dawes, Dockery, 
Donley, Finkelnburg, Fisher, Garfield, Gilfillan, 
Heaton, G. F. Hoai, J. A. Johnson, A. H. 
Jones, Judd, Julian, Ketcbam, Laflin, Lash, 
Logan, McGrew, Mercur, W. Moore, Packard, 
H. E. Paine, Palmer, Poland, Pomeroy, Prosser, 
Roots, Sanford, Sargent, Schenck, P. Sheldon, 
John A. Smith, Stokes, Strickland, Tanner, 
Twicheil, H. Ward, C. C. Washburn, W. A. 
Wheeler, Whitteraore— 56. 

The bill was engrossed and read a third time — 
yeas. 93, nays 48, not voting 52 ; and was passed 
— yeas 97, nays 47 (not voting 49), as follow ; 

Yeas— Messrs. Allison, Ambler, Ames, Arm- 
strong, Acnell, Asper, Axtell, A. H, Bailey, Banks, 
Beaman, Benjamin, Bennett, Bingham, A. 
Blair, Boles, Boyd, Buffinton, Burdett, Cessna, 
Churchill, C. L. Cobb, B. C. Cook, Conger, 
Cowles, Cullom, Dawes, Donley, puval. Dyer, 
Fatnsworih, Ferriss, T, W. Ferry, Finkelnburg, 
Fisher, Fitch, Gilfillan, E. Hale, J. B. Hawley, 
Heaton, G. F. Hoar, Hooper, G. W. Hotchkiss, 
Jenckes, A. H. Jones, Judd, Julian, Kelsey, 
Ketcham, Knapp, Laflin, Lash, W. Lawrence, 
J. Lynch, Maynaid, McCrary, McGrew, Merciu', 
J. H. Moore, W. Moore, S. P. Morrill, Negley, 
O'Neill, Packard, H. E. Paine, Palmer, D. 
Phelps, Poland, Pometoy, Prosser, Roots, San- 
ford, Sargen^ P. Sawyer, Schenck, Scofield, P. 
Sheldon, John A. Smith, W. C. Smith. W. Smyth, 
Stokes, Stoughton, Strickland, Tanner, Tillman, 
Twicheil, W. H. Upson, R. T. Van Horn, H. 
Ward, C. C. Washburn W. B. Washburn, 
Welker, W. A. Wheeler, Whittemore, Wilkinson, 
C. W. Willard, W. Williams, Winans— 97. 

Nays — Messrs. Archer, Beatty, Btek, Biggs, 
Bird, Burr, B. F. Butler, R. R. Butlet, A. Cobb, 
Cohurn, Crehs, Deweese, Dickinson, Eldredge, 
Geta, y. S. Goliad^, Hawkins, Holman, B. F, 
Hopkins, J. A. Johnson, T. L. Jones, Kerr, 
Knoll, Marshall, . Mdyham, McCormick, Mc- 
Mdy, Moffet, Mungen NUlack, Orth Reading 
Reeves, Rice, Shanks, J. S. Smith, Stiles, F. 
Stone Strader Sweeney, Taffe L. S. Trimble 
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In Senate. 
March 9— The following b] 
from tlie Committee on Finance (S. 56) : 
A Bill to strengthen the pubUc credit, and re- 
lating to contracts for the payment of coin. 
Be it enacted, Sj-c., That in order to remove 
any doubt as to the purpose of the Government to 
discharge all just obli^tions to the public credit- 
ors, and to settle conflicting questions and inter- 
pretaUons of the laws by virtue of which such 
obligations have been contracted, it is hereby 
provided and declared, that the faith of the United 
Stales is solemnly pledged to the payment in 
coin, or its equivalent, of all the interest-bearing 
obligations of the United States, except in cases 
where the law authorizing the issue of any such 
obligation has expressly provided that the same 
may be paid in lawful money or other currency 
than gold and silver ; Provided, however. That 
before any of said interest-bearing obligations 
not already due shall mature or be paid before 
maturity, the obligations not beating inter- 
est, known as United States notes, shall be 
made convertible into coin at the option of the 
holder. 

Sec. 2. That any contract hereafter made spe- 
cifically payable in coin, and the consideration of 
which may be a loan of coin, or a sale of property, 
or the rendering of labor or service of any kind, 
the price of which, as carried into the contract, 
may have been adjusted on the basis of the coin 
value thereof at the time of such sale or the ren- 
dering of such service or labor, shall be legal 
and valid, and may be enforced according to its 

March 1 1 — Mr, Hov^Ard moved to insert the 
word "written" before "contract" in the 2d 
section where it first occurs; which was agreed 



follov 

Yeas — Messrs. Bayard, Eoreman, Carpenter, 
Casserly, Conkling, Corheft, Cragin, Ferry, Fes- 
senden, Gilbert, Harris, Kellogg, McDonald, 
Norton, Nye, Pratt, Robertson, Sawyer, Schurz, 
ScoU, Sprague, Stewart, Stockton, Sumner, Thur- 
man, Trumbull, Viciers, Wilson — 38. 

Nays — -Messrs. Abbott, Anthony, Brownlow, 
Drake, Grimes, Hamlin, Morrill, Morton, Os- 
hom, Patterson, Ramsey, Ross, Sherman, War- 
ner, Williams — 15. 

Mr. Thurman moved to add to the rst section 
the following proviso : 

"' J herein contained shall 
commonly called five- 




agreed b 






■yard, Boreman, Casserly, 
om, Pratt, Ross, Sprague, 
Stockton, Thurman, Vickers — 12. 

Nays — Messrs. Abbott, Anthony, Brownlow, 
Carpenter, Conkiing, Corbett, Cragin, Drake, 
Fenton, Ferry, Gilbert, Grimes, Hamlin, Harris, 
Kellogg, McDonald, Morrill, Nye, Patterson, 
of N. H., Ramsey, Sawyer, Schura, Scott, Sher- 
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mim, Stewart, Siunnei, Tipton, Trumbull, Warn- 
er, Willliama, Wil3on~3l. 

Mr. Morton moved to strike from section rst 
the words, " authorizing the issue of any snch 
obligation;" which was not agreed to — yeas 14, 
nays 32, as follow r 

Yeas — Messrs. Bayard, Brownlow, Casserly, 
Morton, Norlmi, Pomeroy, Pratt, Robertson, 
Ross, Spencer, Spragne, Slockton, Tkurjnan, 

Nays — Messrs Abbott Anthony, Boreman, 
Carpenter, C 11 C b tt C in, Dralte, Fen- 
ton. Ferry, F d G lb rt Grimes, Hamlin, 
Howard, H w M nil P tterson, Kamsey, 
Sawyer, Schur S tt Sh rm n, Stewart, Sum- 
ner, Thayer, T pt Warn Willey, WiUioms, 
Wihion, Vates — 3 

March 15 — Th b II was th n Idd aside and 
the House b 11 (H R 7) t ken np; and it 
passed the Senate — yeas 42, nays 13, as follow ! 

Yeas — Messrs. Abbott, Anthony, Boreman, 
■Brownlow, Cameron, Cattell, Chandler, Conk- 
ling, Corbett, Cragin, Drake, Edmands, Fenton, 
Ferry, Fessenden, Gilbert, Grimes, Harris, How- 
ard, Kellogg, McDonald, Morrill, Nye, Patter- 
son, of N. H., Pool, Pratt, Ramsey, Robertson, 
Sawyer, Schun, Scott, Sherman, Stewart, Sum- 
ner, Thayer, Tipton, Trumbull, Warner, Wiiley, 
Williams, Wilson, Yates — 42. 

Nays — Messrs. Bayard, Carpenter, Cmstrfy, 
Cole, Garrett Davis, Morton, Osbom, Rice, 
Ross, Spencer, Stockton, Tkurman, Vichers — 13. 

Tie Besumption Act of the Forty-Third 

Congress. 
Forty-ThlrO Congress — Second Session. 

In Senate. 
1874, Dec. 31 — Mr. Sherman, from the Com- 
mittee on Finance, rmorted the following bill : 

An act to provide for the resumption of specie 
payments. 

Be it enacted, &'c.. That the Secretary of the 
Treasury is hereby authorized and required, as 
rapidly as practicable, to cause to be coined at 
the mints of the United States, silver coins of the 
denominations of ten, twenty-five, and fifly cents, 
of standard value, and to issue them in redemp- 
tion of an equal number and amoimt of fractijonat 
currency of similar denominations, or, at his dis- 
cretion, he may issue such silver coins through 
the mints, the snb-treasuries, public depositaries, 
and post-offices of the United States ; and, upon 
such issue, he is hereby authorised and required 
to redeem an equal amount of such fractional 
currency, until the whole amount of such frac- 
tional currency outstanding shall he redeemed. 

Sec. 2. That so much of section three thousand 

five hundred and twenty-four of the Revised St: 

United States as provides for a char^ 

fi h of one per centum for converting 

dardg 4. bullion into coin is hereby repealed, 

d h after no chaise shall be made for that 

3 That section five the 

d d d eventy-sevep of the Revised Statutes 

h Umted States, limiting the aggregate 

■aa ircnlating-notes of national fenking- 

Es ti be, and is hereby, repealed ; and 

h ex ng banking. 



accordance with existing 
law without respect to said aggregate limit; and 
new banking-associations may be oi^niied in 
accordance with existing law without respect to 
said aggregate limit ; and the provisions of law 
for the withdrawal and redistribution of national 
bank currency among the several States and Ter- 

>iies are hereby repealed. And whenevei and 

often, as circulating-notes shall be issued to 
any such banking-association, so increasing its 
apital or cuculating-notes, or so newly organized 
s aforesaid, it shall be the dnly of the Secretary 
if the Treasury to redeem the legal-tender United 
States notes in excess only of thtee himdred mil- 
lion of dollars, to the amount of eighty per cen- 
tum of the sum of national-bank notes so issued 
to any such banking-association as aforesaid, and 
to continue snch redemption as such circulating- 
notes are issued until there shall be outstanding 
the sum of three hundred million dollars of such 
legal-tender United States notes, and no more. 
And on and after the first day of January, anno 
Domini eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, the 
Secretary 5 the Treasury shall redeem, in coin, 
the United States legal-tender notes then out- 
standing on their presentation for redemption, at 
the office of the assistant treasurer of the United 
States in the city of New York, in sums of not 
less than fifty dollars. And to enable the Secre- 
tary of the Treasuiy to prepare and provide for 
the redemption in this act authorized or required, 
he is audiorized to use any surplus revenues, 
from time to tiirie, in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, and to issue, sell, and dispose of, at 
not less than par, in coin, either of the descrip- 
tions of bonds of the United States described in 
the act of Congress approved July fourteenth, 
eighteen hundred and seventy, entitled, " An act 
to authorize the refunding of the national debt," 
with like qualities, privileges, and exemptions, to 
the extent necessaiy to carry this act into full 
effect, and to use ihe proceeds thereof for the 
purposes aforesaid. And all provisions of law 
inconsistent with the provisions of this act are 
hereby repealed. 

Which was read and passed to a second reading. 

Dec. 22 — The bill was taken up — yeas 39, 
nays 18 — and read a second time and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr, Thurman moved to add a; 



Sec. 4 



That froi 



md after June 30, : 



■twentieth part of the customs duties shall be 
payable in United Slates legal-tender notes, or in 
national -banlt notes; and after June 30, 1876, 
one-tenth, and after June 30, 1877, one-fifth part 
thereof may be so paid. 

Mr. Bogy moved to amend the amendmenl by 
substituting for it the following : That on and 
after July I, 1875, duties on imports may be paid 
in legal-tender notes or coin, at the option of tte 

Which was disagreed to. 

Mr. ThUrMAn'S amendment was then disa- 
greed f o— yeas ! 6, nays 33, not voting 24, as fol- 

Yeas — Messrs. Bayard, Bogy, Cooper, Davis, 
Dennis, Goldihwaite, Hager, Hanaltott of yiar^- 
li-xii, yoinstano! Virginia., McCreery.Merrimen, 
Norwood, Ransom, Saiilsiury, Stevenson, Thur- 
man — 16. 
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Nays— Messrs. Allison, Anlhony, Boutwell, 
Cameron of Pennsylvania, Carpenter, Clayton, 
Cragin, Edmunds, Fenton, Ferry of Michigan, 
Flanagan, Frelinghuysen, Hamilton of Texas, 
Hamlin, Harvey, Howe, Ingatls, Logari, Morrill 
of Maine, Morrill of Vermont, Morton, Patter- 
son, Pease, Pratt, Sargent, ScHUEZ, Scotf, Sher- 
man, Spencer, Washburn, West, Windom, Wright 

Absent — Messrs. Alcorn, Boreman, Brownlow, 
Buckingham, Chandler, Conkline, Conover, Dor- 
Eey, Ferry of Connecticut, Gilbert, Gordon, 
Hitchcock, Tones of Nevada, KiUy, Lewis, 
Mitchell, Oglesby, Ramsey, Robertson, Sprague, 
Stewart, Sloctton, TiPTOM, Wadlejgh— 24. 

Mr. ScHURZ offered the following amendment, 
to be inserted in section 3, after the words "and 






Providid, That . . , 

legal-tender notes shall be retired monthly by the 
Secretary of tbe Treasury, and tbat the legal- 
tender notes so retired shall be canceled and de- 
stroyed. 

Which was disagreed £0 — yeas 6, nays 44, 
not voting 23, as follow; 

Yeas — Messrs. Bayard, Fenton, ffagir, 
HamUtoa' of Maiyland, Hamilton of Texas, 
SCHURZ — 6. 

Nays — Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Bogy, Bout- 
well, Cameron of Pennsylvania, Carpenter, Chan- 
dler, Qayton, Cooper, Cra^n, Davis, Denais, 
Edmimds, Ferry of Michigan, Flanagan, Freling- 
huysen, GoldiAwaiti, Htunlm, Harvey, Howe, 
Ingalls, yoknston of Vir^nia, Logan, Mirrimon, 
Morrill of Mdne, Morton, Oglesby, Patterson, 
Pease, Pratt, Ramsey, Hansom, Sargent, Sauls- 
bury, Scott, Sherman, Spencer, Sprague, Stevin- 
!0M, Thurmaa, TiPTON, Washburn, West, Wright 

Absent — Messrs. Alcorn, Boreman, Brown- 
low, Buckingham, Conkling, Conover, Dorsey, 
Ferry of Connecticut, Gilbert, Gordon, Hitch- 
cock, Jones of Nevada, Kilty, L^wis, McCreery, 
Mitchell, Morrill of Vermont, Norwood, Rob- 
ertson, Stewart, Stockton, Wadleigh, Windom— 
as- 



after the words "redemption of" strike out the 
words " an equal number and amount of;" so as 

And to issue them at their current value in re- 
demption of fractional currency of similar de- 



Whicb was disagreed to— yeas 3, nays 40, not 
TOting 30, as follow : 

Yeas — Messrs. Cooper, Hamilton of Texas, 
Tipton— 3. 

Nays— Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Bogy, Bout- 
well, Carpenter, Chandler, Clayton, Cragin, 
Dennis, Edmunds, FeMton, Ferry of Michigan, 
Flanagan, Frelinghuysen, GoldlkwaiSe, Hager, 
Hamlin, Harvey, Howe, Ingalls, Johnston of 
Virginia, Logan, Msrrimoa, Morrill of Maine, 
Morton, Oglesby, Patterson, Pease, Pratt, Ram- 
sey, Sargent, Satdslmry, Scott, Sherman, Spencer, 
Stevenson, Thurman, Washburn, West, Wright 
—40, 

Absent — Messrs. Alcorn, Bayard, Boreman, 



'nlow, Buckingham, Cameron of Pennsyl- 
i, Conkling, Conover, Davis, Dorsey, Ferry 
of Connecticut, Gilbert, Gordon, Hamilton of 
Matyl^d, Hitchcock, tones of Nevada, Kelly, 
Lewis, MeCreery, Mitchell, Morrill of Vermont, 
Norwood, Ransom, Robertson, ScHURZ, Sprague, 
Stewart, Stockton, Wadleigh, Windom— 30. 

The bill was then passed — yeas 32, nays 14, 
not voting 27, as follow : 

Yeas — Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Bonlw?!!, 
Carpenter, Chandler, Clayton, Cragin," Edmunds, 
Fenton, Ferry of Michigan, Flanagan, Freling- 
huysen, Hamlin, Harvey, Howe, Ingalls, Logan, 
Morrill of Maine, Morton, Oglesby, Patterson, 
Pease, Pratt, Ramsey, Sargent, ScHURZ, Scott, 
Sherman, Spencer, Washburn, West, Wright 

Nays — Messrs. Bo^, Cooper, Davis, Dennis, 
Goldtkwaite, Hager, Hamilton of Texas, fohn- 
slon of Virginia, Merriman, Sansom, Sprague, 
Siev^son, Thurman, TiPTOH— 14- 

Absent — Messrs. Alcorn, Bayard, Boreman, 
Brownlow, Buckingham, (imeron of Pennsyl- 
vania, Conkling, Conover, Dorsey, Ferry of Con- 
necticut, Gilbert, Cordon, Hamilton of Mary- 
land, Hitchcock, Jones of Nevada, Kelly, Lewis, 
MiCreery, Mitchell, Morrill, of Vermont, A'i'r- 
•aiood, Robertson, Saulshury, Stewart, Stockton, 
Wadleigh, Windom— 27. 

In HocsB. 

December 23 — Mr. Maynarb moved that the 
bill be made a special order for January 7, 1875, 
to the exclusion of all other orders, and from 
day to day till disposed of; which was agreed to 
by unanimous consent. 

187s, January 7 — Mr. Maynaed called the 
previous question upon the third reading and 
passage of the bill, which was seconded — yeas 
100, nays 91, and the main question ordered — 
yeas 124, nays 107, not voting 57, as follow : 

Yeas — Messrs. Albert, Averill, Barber, Bar- 
rete, Barry, Bass, Begole, Biery, Bradley, H. C, 
Burchard, Burleigh, Burrows, R. R. Butler, 
Cain, Carpenter, Cason, Cessna, Oayton, Clem- 
ents, S. A. Cobb, Cor win. Cotton, Crooke, 
Crounse, Curtis, Danford, Donnan, Duell, Far- 
well, Fort, J. C. Freeman, Frye, Garfield, 
Gunckel, E. Hale, Harmer, H. H. Harrison, 
Hathom. J, B. Hawley, Hays, G. W. Haiellon, 
J. W. Haielton, Hodges, Hooper, Houghton, 
Howe, Hunter, Hynes, Kosson, Killinger, Lam- 
port, Ix)ughridge, Lowe, J. R. Lynch, Martin, 
Maynard, McCrary, A. S. McDill, J. W. McDill, 
MacDougall, McNulta, Monroe, Negley, O'Neill, 
Orr, Orth, Packard, Packer, Page, R. C. Parsons, 
Pelham, Pendleton, Pike, T. C. Plat', Poland, 
Pratt, Purman, W. H. Ray, Rlcbmonl, E. H. 
Roberts, J. W. Robinson, Rusk, Sawyf r, H, B. 
Sayler, Scofield, I. W. Scudder, Sener, Session;, 
Shanks, Sheats, L. D. Shoemaker, W. B. Small, 
Smart, A, H. Smith, H. B. Smith, J. A. Smith, 
J. Q. Smith, Snyder, Spragne, Stanard, St. John, 
Strawbridge, Sypher, Taylor, C. R. Thomas, C. 
Y. Thomas, J. M. Thompson, Thornburgh, Todd, 
Tremain, Tyner, Waldron; A. S. Wallace, J. D. 
Ward, M. L. Ward, Wheeler, A. White, White- 
ley, Wilber, G. Willard, J. M. S. Williams, W, 
Williams, W. B. Williams, J. Wilson— 124. 

Nays — Messrs. Archer, Arthur, Ashe, Atkins, 
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Bantling, Beck, H. P.Bdl, Berry, Blount,B0wm, 
Bright, Bromberg, J. Y. Brown, Bufiinton, J. H. 
Caldwell, Chittenden, J. B. Clark, jr., F. Ciarke, 
Clymer, Comingo, Cook, Cox, Crittenden, Cross- 
land, Ctutchfield, Dawea, DeWitt, Eames, Etd- 
redge. Field, Finck, Giddings, Glovir, Gooch, 
Gunter, Hagans, R. Hamilton, Hancock, B. W. 
Harris, H R. Harris, J. T. Harris. HaUAer, 
Havens, J. R. Hawley, Hendee, Hereford, Hem- 
don, E. E. Hoar, G. F. Hoar, Holman, Hoskins. 
Hunlon, Kelley, Kellogg, Knafp, Lamar, Lami- 
ion, LaJising, W. Lawrence, Lawson, Leaik, 
Lowndes, Magee, Marshall, McLean, Merriam, 
Milliken, Mills, Morrison, Myers, Neal, Nesmith, 
Niblack, Niles, H. W. Barker, I. C. Parker, 
Berry, Pierce, Randall, Read, IV. M. Bobbins, 
M. Sayler, SchiU, H. J. Scudder, Sherwood, 
Sloss, W. A. Smith, Southard, Starkweather, 

A. H. Slsphens, Stone, Storm, Swann, W. 
Townsend, R. 3. Vance, E. Wells, Whitekead, 

Whitehouse, Whiuhome, C. W. Willard, Wmie, 
E. K. Wilson, Wolfe, F. Wood, Woodworth, 

y. D. Young, F. M. S. Young— lOJ. 

Not Voting — Messrs. G. M. Adams, Albright, 
Barmtm, Bland, Buckner, Bundy, B. Y. Butler, 
Cannon, A. Clark, jr., C. L. Cobb, Cobum, Con- 
ger, Creamer, Dartall, John y. Davis, Dobbins, 
Bunnell, Durham, Eden, Fostef, R. S. Hale, 
Hersey, Hubbell, Hurlbut, Hyde, Kendall, 

B. Lewis, LoHand, Luttrell, McKee, Mitchell, 
Moore, Morey, Nunn, (fBriea, W. W. Phelps, 
W, A. Phillips, J. H. Plait, jr., C. N. BoUsr, 
Rainey, Kansier, Rapier, W. R. Roberts, 7. C. 
Robinson, S. Ross, y. G. Schumacker, Sheldon, 
Sloan, G. L. Smith, Speer, Standiford, Stowell, 
SfraLl, Waddell, Walls, C. G. Williams, J. M. 
Wilson— 57. 

The question being taken on the passage of the 
bill, it was decided in the aflirmative — yeas 136, 
nays gS, not votmg 54, as follow; 

Yeas— Messrs. Albert, Averill, Barber, Bar- 
rere, Barry, Bass, Begole, Biery, Bradley, H. C. 
Biirchard, Burleigh, Burrows, R. R. Butler, Cain, 
Carpenter, Cason, Cessna, Chittenden, Clayton, 
Clements, S. A. Cobb, Corwin, Cotton, Crooke, 
Crounse, Curtis, Danford, Dobbins, Donnan, 
Duell, Eames, Farwell, J. C. Freeman, Frye, 
Garfield, Gunckel, E. Hale, Harmer, H, H. 
Harrison, Hathorn, J. B. Hawley, Hays, G. W. 
Hazelton, J. W, Hazelton, Hendee, Hodges, 
Hooper, Hoskins, Houghton, Howe, Hunter, 
Hynes, Kasson, Kellogg, Killinger, Lamport, 
Lansing, W. Lawrence, Loughridge, Lowe, 
Lowndes, J. R. Lynch, Martin, Maynird,McCrary, 
A. S. McDill, J. W. McDill, MacDougall, 



McKee, McNulta. Merriam, Monroe, Moore, 
Myers, Negley, O'Neill, Drr, Orlh, Packard, 
Packer, Page, R. C. Parsons, Pelham, Pendleton, 
A. F. Pike, T. C. Piatt, Poland, Pratt, Purman, W. 
H. Ray, Richmond, E. H, Roberts, J. W. Robm- 
son. Rusk, Sawyer, H. B. Sayler, Scofield, L W. 
Scudder, Sener, Sessions, Shanks, Sheals, L. D. 
maker, W, B. Small, Smart, A. H. Smith, 
H. B. Smith, J. A. Smith, J. Q. Smith, Sprague, 
Stanard, Starkweather, St, Jdin, Strawbridge, 
Taylor, C. R. Thomas. C. Y. Thomas, J. M, 
Thompson, Thornbui^h, Todd, Tremain, Tyner, 
Waldron, A. S. Wallace, J. D. Ward, M. L. 
Ward, Wheejer, A. White, Whiteley, Wilber, 
G. Willaid, j. M, S. Williams, W. Williams, 
W, B. Williams, J, Wilson, J. M. Wilson— 
136. 

Nays — Messrs. G. M. Adams, Archer, Arthur, 
Ashe, AtMns, Banning, Bed, H. B. Bell, Berry, 
Blount, BoTiien, BrigM, Brombtrg, y. Y Brown, 
Euffinton, 7. H. CaldioeU y. B. Clark, jr., P. 
Clarke, Clymer, Comingo, Cook, Cox, Crittenden, 
Crossland,CmXc\Mi,Eia.vrti,DeWitt,Eldredge, 
Field, Finck, Giddings, Glover, Gooch, Gunter, 
Hagans. R. Hamilton, Hancock, B. W. Harris, 
H. B. Harris, y. T. Harris, Hatcher, Havens, 
J. R. Hawley, Hereford. Hemdan, E. R. Hoar, 
G. F. Hoar, Holman, Hunton, Kelley, Knafp, 
Lamar, Lamison, Lawson, Leach, Magee, Mar- 
shall, McLean, Milliken, Mills, Morrison, Heal, 
Nesmith, Hiilaek, Niles, H. W. Parker, I. C. 
Parker, Berry, Kerce, Randall, Bead, W. M. 
Bobbins M. Sayler, ScheU, H, J. Scudder, Sher- 
wood, Sloss, W. A, Smith, Southard, A. H. 
Stephens Stone, Storm, Swann, W. Townsend, 
R. B. Vance. Waddell, Wells, Whitehead, White- 
house, Whitthome, C W. Willard, WUlie, E. K. 
Wilson, Wolfe, F. Wood, Woodworth, y. D. 
Young, P. M. B. Young— gS. 

Not Voting — Messrs. Albright, Bamum, 
Bland, Buckner, Bundy, B. F. Butler, Cannon, 
A. Clark, jr., C. L. Cobb, Cobum, Conger, 
Creamer, Darrall, yohn y. Davis, Dunnell, 
Durham, Eden, Fort, Foster, R. S. Haie, Her- 
sey, Hubbell, Huribut, Hyde, Kendall, B. Lewis, 
Lofland, Luttrell, Mitchell, Morey, Nunn, 
O'Brien, W. W. Phelps, Phillips, J. H. Piatt, jr., 
C. N. Bolter, Rainey, Ransier, Rapier, W. R. 
Roberts, y. C. Robinson, S. Ross, y. G. Schu- 
macker, Sheldon, Sloan, G. L. Smith, Snyder, 
Sieer, Standiford, Stowell, Strait, Sypher, Walls, 
C. G. Williams— 54. 

Approved January 14, i87S--[See President 
Geant's Message on the subject, in subsequent 



XI. 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE 
UNITED STATES-EORTY-FOURTH CONGRESS. 

First Session— Forty-Fourth Congress. I j. The President and Vice-President shall be 

The following propositions of amendment were I elected by the direct vote of the people in the 

made ; I manner following ; Each State shall be divided 

IM Senate. into districts, equal in number to the number of 

1875, December 8— Mr, Morton proposed Representatives to which the State may be en- 

the following 1 I titled in the Congress, to be composed of 
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uons territory, and to be as nearly equal in popu. 
lalioa 39 may be ; and the person having the 
highest number of votes in each district for Presi- 
dent shall receive the vote of that district, which 
shall count one presidential vote. 

II. The person having the highest number of 
votes for President in a State shall receive two 
presidential votes from the State at large. 

III. The person having the highest number of 
presidential votes in the United States shall be 
President. 

IV. If two persons have the same number of 
votes in any. State, it being the highest nomber, 
they shall receive each one presidential vote from 
the State at large ; and if more than two persons 
shall have each the same number of votes in any 
State, it being the highest number, no presiden- 
tial vote shall be counted from the State at large. 
If more persons than one shall have the same 
number of votes, it being the highest number in 
any district, no presidential vote shall be counted 
from that district. 

V. The foregoing provisions shall apply to the 
election of Vice-President. 

VI. The Congress shall have power to provide 
for holding and conducting the elections of 
President and Vice- Resident, and to establish 
tribunals for the decision of such elections as 
may be contested. 

VII. The States shall be divided into districts 
by the Legislatures thereof, hut the Congress may 
at any time by law make or alter the same. 

1S76, Jannary 31 — Mr. Wright proposed the 
following ! 

After the year eighteen hundred and seventy- 
six, the President and Vice-President of the 
United Slates shall be elected by a direct vote of 
the people of the several States, and the electors 
in each State shall have the same qualifications 
as the electors of the most numerous branch of 
the State Legislature. 

The person receiving the greatest number of 
votes for President shall be the President, and 
the person receiving the greatest number of votes 
for Vice-President shall be the Vice-President; 
but if two or more persons shall each receive afl 
equal and the greatest number of votes for Presi- 



dent, then the House of Repn 



I shall, 



; and if two or more persons shall each re- 
ceive an equal and the greatest number of votes 
for Vice-President, then the Senate shall, from 
such persons, immediately choose the Vice-Presi- 
dent. In such eleWions, each House shall vote 
viva voce, and each member shall have one vote ; 
and the person receiving a majority of the votes 
cast shaU be elected; and, in case of a tie, the 
presiding officer shall determine it. 

The election for President and Vice-President 
shall be held at the time now provided by law 
for choosing the electors of such officers, but 
Congress may prescribe a different time, which 
shall be the same in all the States ; and Congress 
shall prescribe the manner of holding and con- 
ducting such election, and malting the returns 
thereof; and, in case of failure so to do, that 
duty siiall devolve, in the older named, first, 
on the President of the United States ; second on 
the Legislature of each Stale within that Slate ; 
and, third, upon Ihe chief executive of each 
State within that State. 



The returns shall be canvassed at the time and 
in the manner now provided, or which may be 
hereafter provided, by the joint rules of the two 
Houses, or by law, by and in the presence of 
both Houses of Congress, who shall be the 
judges (each House voting separately) of the re- 
turns and election ; but in case Ihe two Houses 
shall not agree, then the matter of disagreement 
shall be referred to the Supreme Court of the 
United States, which shall forthwith decide the 
same, and such decision shall be final. 

January 31 — Mr. Wright proposed the foE 
lowing ! 

The Senate of the United States shall be com- 

Eased of two members from each State, who shall 
ereafter be elected by a direct vote of Ihe peo 
pie thereof for six years ; and the electors in each 
State shall have the same qualifications as the 
electors of the most numerous branch of the Slalo 
legislature ; but Congress may, by law, provide 
for conducting and holding the election and can. 
vassing the vote. 



That the twelfth article of the amendments of 
the Constitution be, and the same is hereby, ab- 
ri^ated, and in the place thereof the following 
be, and the same is hereby, ordained and estab- 
lished, namely : 

The electors shall meet in their respective 
States, and vote by ballot for President and Vice- 
President, one of whom at least shall not be an 
inhabitant of the same State with themselves; 
they shall name in Iheir ballots the person voted 
for as President, and in distinct ballots the per- 
son voted for as Vice-President, and they shall 
make distinct lists of all persons voted for as 
President, and for all persons voted for as Vice- 
President, and of (he number of votes for each ; 
which lists they shall sign and certify, and trans- 
mit sealed to the seat of Government of the United 
Stales, directed to the presiding justice of the 
Supreme Court of the United States. And the 
Supreme Court, at a lime and place to be fixed 
by law, shall publicly open all the certificates and 
count liie votes, and the person having the great- 
est number of votes for President, considered by 
the court to have been lawfully given and certi- 
fied, shall be President, if such number be a 
majority of the whole number of electors law- 
fully appointed; and if no person have such 
majority, the state of the votes shall be imme- 
diately certified to flie House of Eepresenlatives, 
and then, from the peisons having the highest 
number, not exceeding three on Ihe list of those 
voted for as President, the House of Representa- 
tives shall choose immediately, by a viva voce 
vote, the President ; but the vote shall be taken 
by States, the representation from each State 
having one vote ; and if the votes of any Slate 
shall not show a majority for any one candidate, 
the vote of such Slate shall not be reckoned. 
A quorum of the House of Representatives for 
the purpose of such election shall consist of amem- 
ber or members from two-thirds of the States, and 
a majority of all the States shall be necessary to 
a choice ; and if, on the first vote, there shall be a 
failure to elect, further votes siwU immediately con- 
tinue to be taken until a President shall be elected. 
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And if the House of Representatives shall not 
choose a President, when the right of choice 
shall devolve upon them, before the fourth day 
of March next following, then the Vice-President 
shall act as President, as in the case of the death 
or other constitutional disability of the President. 
The person having the greatest number of votes 
for Vice-President, lo be counted and detennined 
as in case of President as before provided, shall 
tie Vice-President, if such number be a majority 
of the whole number of electors appointed. And 
if no person have a majority, then from the two 
highest numbers on the list, the Senate shall 
choose a Vice-President ; a quorum for the pur- 
pose shall consist of two-thirds of the whole 
number of Senators, and a majority of the whole 
number shall be necessary to a choice. But no 
person constitutionally ineligible to the ofhce of 
President shall be eligible to that of Vice-Presi- 
dent of the United States. 

Sec. z. No person holding the ofSce of 3 Jus- 
tice of the Supreme Court of the United States 
shall be eligible to be elected as President or 
Vice-President until the expiration of two years 
next after he shall have ceased to be such jus- 

PSTITION FOR AM AMENDMENT. 

1876, January 17 — Mr. Boutwell presented 
a memorial of citizens of Massachusetts, praying 
an amendment of the Constitution of the United 
States so that every member of Congress shall be 
directly respons'ble to the electors of his district, 
who may at m him if he does not 

justify the fi km ; which was re- 

ferred to th m the Judiciary. 

H 



No Sta m law respecting an 

establishm prohibiting the free 

tion in any p rtof pnblicschools, 

or derived from any public fund therefor, nor any 
public lands devoted thereto, shal! ever be under 
the control of any religious sect; nor shall any 
money so raised or lands so devoted be divided 
between religious sects or denominations. 

1875, December 14 — Mr. Randall proposed 
the following: 

I, From and after the next election for a Pres- 
ident of the United States, the President shall 
hold his office during the term of six yeais, and, 
together with the Vice-President chosen for the 
same term, be elected in the manner as now pro- 
vided, or may hereafter be provided; but neither 
the President, nor the Vice-President, when the 
office of President has devolved upon him, shall 
be eligible for re-election as President. 

1875, December 14— Mr. Carter H. Har- 
rison proposed the following: 



From and after the election for President of 
the United States next following the ratification 
of this article, the President shall hold his office 
during the term of six years, and, together with 



the Vice-President chosen for the same term, be 
elected in the manner as now provided, or may 
hereafter be provided. But neither the Presi- 
dent nor the Vice-President, when the office of 
President is devolved upon him, shall be eligible 
for re-election as President, but shall be, froin 
and afler the expiration of his office as President, 
unless the same be by impeachment, a Senator 
for life for the United Slates at lar^e, and as such 
Senator shall have the same privileges as other 
Senators, except that he shall not vote as Senator, 
nor shall he be President pro tempore of the 
Senate, and the same immunities and compensa- 
tion ; but his attendance upon the sessions shall 
not be compulsory, nor shall his compensation 
be abridged by reason of his non-attendance. 

1875, December 14 — Mr. MORRISON proposed 
the following: 



I. From and after the next election for a 
President of the United States, the President shall 
hold his office during the term of six years, and, 
together with the Vice-President chosen for the 
same term, be elected in the manner as now pro- 
vided, or may hereafter be provided; but the 
President shall not be eligible for more than six 
years in any term of twelve years. 

187s, Deceml>er 14 — Mr. McCrary proposed 
the following : 

All civil officers of the United States, except 
judges of the Supreme and inferior courts, the 
heads of Departments, and those whose duties 
are temporary in their character, shall hold office 
for a term of four years, unless a longer term 
shallbe fixed bylaw. Congress mayby law provide 
for the election by the people of postmasters and 
other officers whose duties are to be performed 
within the limits of any State or part of a State ; 
but the President shall have the power of removal 
of any such officer, whether appointed or elected, 
for any cause afl'ecling the incumbent's character, 
habits, or other qualifications, excepting political 
or religious opinions. 

1876, January 6— Mr. Reagan proposed the 
following; 

First. That the words "and direct taxes," 
where they occur in the first line of clause three, 
section two, article one, of the Constitution, be 
stricken out. 

Second. That the following words be added to 
the end of clause one, section eight, of article 
one, of the Constitution, namely : 

" And direct taxes, when levied by the United 
States, shall be apportioned between the severa,l 
States and Territories and the District of Colurn- 
bia in proportion to the value of the property in 
each ; and each State, Territory and the District 
of Columbia shall have Ihe right to collect its 
portion of the same, if it elect to do so, by its own 
officers, and from subjects of taxation provided 
by its own laws, and pay the same over to the 
United States, as may be provided by law. And 
on the refusal or failure of any State, Territory, 
or the District of Columbia, to collect and pay 
over its portion of any such tax, the same shall 
be collected as may be provided by the laws of 
the United States." 

January 6 — Mr. Ouver proposed the follow- 
'S- 

After the year eighteen hundred tuid seventy- 
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HK, the President and Vice-Fresident of the 
United States stiall be elected by a direct vote of 
tie people of the several States, and the electora 
in each State shall have the same qualifications as 
the electors of the most nmnerous branch of the 
State Legislature. 

The person receiving the greatest number of 
votes for President shall be the President, and 
(he person receiving the greatest number of votes 
for Vice-President shall be the Vice-President; 
but if two or more persons shall ea.ch receive an 
C(|ua! and the greatest number of votes for Presi- 
dent, then the House of Representatives shall, 
from such persons, immediately choose the Presi- 
dent ; and if two or more persons shall each re- 
ceive an equal and the greatest number of votes 
for Vice-President, then the Senate shall, from 
such persons immediately choose the Vice-Presi- 
dent. In such elections, each House shall vote 
Vina voce, and each member shall have one vote ; 
and the person receiving the majority of the 
votes cast shall be elected; and, in case of a tie, 
the presiding officer shall determine it. 

The election for President and Vice-President 
shall he held at the time now provided by law 
for choosing the electors of such officers, but 
Congress may prescribe a different time, which 
shall be the same in all the States ; and Congress 
shall prescribe the manner of holding and con- 
ducting such election, and making ihe returns 
thereof; and, in case of failure so to do, that 
duty slwdl devolve, in the order named, first, on 
the President of the United States; second, on 
the Legislature of each State within that State ; 
and, third, upon the chief executive of each State 
within that Slate. 

The returns shall be canvassed at Ihe time 
and in the manner now provided, or which 
may be hereafter provided, by the joint rules of 
the Iwo Houses, or by law, by and in the pres- 
ence of both Houses of Congress, who shall be 
the judges (each House voting separately) of the 
returns and election ; but in case the two Houses 
shall not agree, then the matter of disagreement 
shall be referred to the Supeme Court of the 
United States, which shall forthwith decide the 
same, and such decision shall be final. 

January 13 — Mr. Beni^ETT, Delegate from the 
Territory of Idaho, offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was agreed to : 

Whereas severe propositions for amendments 
to the Constitution of the United Slates in rela- 
tion to the manner of the election of President 
and Vice-President have been submitted to the 
House and referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary: Therefore, 

Sesohiid, That, in the consideration of such 
propositions, the Committee on the Judiciary be, 
and hereby is, requested to inquire into the expe- 
diency of incorporating into such constitudonal 
amendments a provision granting to the citizens 
of (he United States residing in the organized 
Territories the same privileges of voting for 
I'resident and Vice-President as may be granted 
to such citizens residing in the States. 

January Vj — Mr. O'Brien proposed the fol- 



iting the free exercise thereof; and no minister 
or preacher of the gospel or of any religious creed 
or denomination shall hold any office of trust or 
emolimient under the United States or under any 
Slate ; nor shall any religious test be required as 
a qualification for any office or public trust in any 
Slate or under the United Slates. 

Sec. 2. No money received by tanation in any 
Stale for the support of public schools, or derived 
from any public fnnd therefor, not any public 
lands devoted thereto, shall ever be under the 
control of any rehgious sect ; nor shall any money 
so raised nOT, lands so devoted be divided between 
religious sects or denominations ; nor shall any 
minister or preacher of the gospel, or of any re- 
ligious creed or denomination, hold any office in 
connection with the public sdiools in any Stale, 
nor be eligible to any position of trasf or emolu- 
ment in connection with any institution, public or 
private, in any Slate or under the United States, 
which shall be supported in whole or in part 
from any public fund. 

January 17 — Mr. New proposed the following : 



From and after the next election for the Presi- 
dent of (he United States, the President shall 
hold bis office during the term of four years, and, 
together with the Vice-President chosen for the 
same term, t>e elected in Ihe manner now pro- 
vided by law, or as may hereafter be provided, 
but neither the President, the Vice-President, or 
any other person in the office of President, as de- 
volved upon him by law, shall he eligible lo the 
office of President a third lime. 

January iS — Mr. CHARLES G. WILLIAMS pro- 
posed the following : 



No Slate shall make any law respecting an es- 
tablishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; and no money raised by taxa- 
tion in any Slate for the support of public schools, 
or derived from any public fund therefor, nor any 
public lands devoted Ihereto, shall ever be under 
the control of any religious sect ; nor shall any 
money so raised or lands so devoted be divided 
between religious sects or denominations ; neither 
shall money raised by taxation in any State be 
appropriated for the maintenance of any sectarian 
school or sectarian institution. 

1876, January iB — Mr. Faulkner proposed 
the following ; 

The President shall have power to disapprove 
of any item or items of any biU making appro- 
priations of money embracing, distinct items ; 
and the part or paris of the bill approved shall be 
Ihe law, and the item or items of appropriation 
disapproved shall be void, unless repassed ac- 
cording to the rules and limitations prescribed for 
Ihe passage of other bills over the executive veto. 

January ig — Mr. Springer proposed the fol- 

The Congress shall nol pass any local or special 
lafvs in any of Ihe following enumerated cases ; 
IhLt is to say, for — 

Granting pensions, bounties, lands, or prize- 
money to any person or persons ; or for correcting 
Ihe records of any department of the Government 
in reference Ihereto; 

Granting relief to any person or persons; or 
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aathoruing tlie payment of any clium a^dnst the 
United States or any officer thereof, except ap- 
propriations in general laws, to pay the judg- 
ments of courts or commissions authorized by law ; 

Remitting fines, penalties, or forfeitures, creat- 
ing, increasing, or decreasing fees, percentage, 
or allowances of public officers during the term 
for which said officers are elected ; 

Granting to any corporation, association, or in- 
dividual the right to lay down railroad-traeks, or 
.amending existing charters for such purpose, by 
conferring any special or exclusive privilege upon 
Bach corporation or association which it does not 
already have; 

Granting to any corporation, association, or in- 
dividual any special or exclusive privilege, sub- 
sidy, immunity, or franchise whatever ; 

Regulating flie practice of courts, or conferring 
special jurisdiction, in a particular case, on any 
of the courts of the United States, or commis- 
sions for the auditing of clums against the same . 

In ali other cases where a general lavf can be 
made applicable, no special law shall be enacted, 
and in all cases the courts may determine whether 
any special law could have been embraced in a 

January 24 — Mr. Lapham proposed the fol- 

From and after the adoption of this amend- 
ment, the qfficial term of the President shall com- 
mence on the first day of May instead of the 
fourth day of March, except when the first day of 
May shall fall on Sunday, in which case sdd 
term shall commence on the first Tuesday in 
May; and the President in office, when this 
amendment shall take effect, shall hold his office 
until the first day, of May, in tlie year when his 
office would terminate under the present Consti- 
tution, and until his successor shall have been 
duly elected and qualified, and each successive 
President shall hold his office until his successor 
shall have been duly dected and qualified. 

January 24 — Mr. Alpheus S. Williams pro- 
posed the following! 

Section 1. Senator; and Representatives in 
Congress are prohibited from soliciting appoint- 
ments to, or removals from, office. 

Sec. 2. Congress may create a civil-service 
commission of not less than five or more than 
nine persons, to be chosen once in every four 
years, in such manner as may be prescribed by 
law, and may confer on such commission abso- 
lute advisory and confirmatory powers in regard 
to appointments to and removals from office. 

Sec. 3. Congress may provide that civil officers 
whose duties require them to reside in the several 
States may be elected by the people of their re- 
spective States, districts and localities, subject, 
■ however, to removal by the dvU-service commis- 
sion, under such rules and regulations as may be 
prescribed by law ; but no officer so elected shall 
be removed for religious or political reasons. 

Sec. 4, Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation. 

January 24 — Mr. JAMES WlLSoS proposed the 

Skction I. After the year eighteen hundred 



and eighty-two, the annual meeting of the Con- 
gress shall be on the first day of January, (or on 
the next day when the first falls on Sunday,) or 
on such other day in the month of January as 
may be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 2. The term of office of Representatives 
elected to the Forty-seventh Congress shall expire 
on the last day of December, in the year eighteen 
hundred and eighty-two. 

Sec. 3. The term of office of Representatives 
elected to the Forty-eighth Congress shall begin 
on the first day of January, in the year eighteen 
hundred and eighty-three, and that of Represen- 
tatives to the succeeding Congresses shall begin 
on the first day of January every second year 
thereafter. 

Sec. 4. The terms of office of Senators which, 
under the present offidal tenure, would expire 
with the third day of March, dghteen hundred 
and eighty-three, dghteen hundred and eighty- 
five, and eighteen hundred and eighty-seven, shall 
expire with the close of the month of December 
next preceding said years respectively; and there- 
after the offidal term of Senators shall begin on 
the first day of January. 

February 7 — Mr. Oliver proposed the follow- 
ing: 

From and after the fourth day of March, in 
the year eighteen hundred and eighty-one, the 
term of office of the President and Vice-President 
of the United States shall be six years ; and after 
said date no person shall be eligible for election 
to the office of President who has held such office 
within two years immediately preceding such 
election, or who has ever held such office longer 
than four years. 

February 21 — Mr. Cook proposed the foUoi^- 
mg! 

Tliat no money shall be appropriated by any 
one Congress, or session of me same, over and 
above the annual estimates sent to Congress by 
the executive department; but this restriction 
shall not prevent Congress from diminishing the 
said estimates if they think proper. 

March 6 — Mr. Charles G. Williams pro- 
posed the following : 

The House of Representatives shall be com- 
posed of members chosen every third year by the 
people of the several States. 

Immediately after they shall have assembled 
in conseqnence of the first election following the 
ratification of this article, they shall be divided as 
equally as may be into three classy. 

The seats of the members of the first class shall 
be vacated at the expiration of the firs! year; of 
the second class, at the expiration of the second 
year ; and of the third class, at the expiration of 
the third year ; so that one-third may be chosen 
every year, 

June 12 — Mr. LoRD proposed the following; 



Section i. All postmasteis, marshals, assess- 
ors, and collectors, except collectors of customs 
duties, shall be chosen for a term of four years at 
a general election by the doctors of the district, 
city, town or village in which the duties of thdr 
offices are to be performed. 

Sec. 2. The Congress shall enact suitable laws 
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to execute the foregoing article, and to insure the 
^tliful discharge of the duties of such officers, 
and for their removal Iiy tlie President for official 
raiscondnct; and in case of a remoral, for an ap- 
pointment until the next general election, and for 
filling vacancies in such ciifices, 



Section r. The Congress shall enact suitable 
lawF for the prevention and punishment of olhcial 
misconduct and to insure official accountability. 

Sec. 2. No person indicted for bribery or for 
converting the public money, or called as a witness 
in relation thereto, shall be excused from testifying 
on the ground that his testimony will (end to crim- 
inate himself ; and any person convicted of such 
bribery or conversion shall not be pardoned, and 
shall l>e disqualified from holding any office of 
honor, trust, or profit under the United States. 

Totes on Amendment Proposing Ineligi- 
bility of tiie President. 

In House. 

1876, January 18 — Mr. Knott, from the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, reported the following: 

Be it resolvid, etc., {two-thirds of each House 
cotuttrrmg therein,) That the following be pro- 
posed to the legislatures of the several States as 
an amendment to Ehe ConstiCntion of the Uutted 
States, which, when ratified by three-fourths of 
said legislatures, shall he valid as a part of said 
Constitution : 

ARTICLE XVI. 

No person who has held, or may hereafter hold, 
the office of President shall ever again be eligi- 
ble to said office. 

January 26 — Mr. Frye, from the minority of 
Of the Committee, proposed the following substi- 
tute for the proposed article given above : 

From and after the fourth day of March, in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and eighty-live, 
the term of office of President and Vice-President 
of the United States shall be six years ; and any 
person having been elected to and held the office 
of President, or who, for two years, has held such 
office, shall he ineligible to a re-election. 

Mr.FRYE's substitute was then disagreed to — 
yeas 108, nays 144 (not voting 37), as follow: 

Yeas — Messrs. C. H. Adams, Ashe, G. A. 
Bagley, 7. If. Baglev, jr., J. H. Baker, Banks, 
Blaine, Bradley, W. 'R. Brown, H. C. Burchard, 
Burleigh, Cats, Chittenden, Clymer, Cockrani, 
Conger, Crapo, Crounse, Farwell, Faulkner, Tos- 
ter, C. Freeman, Frost, Frye, Garfield, H. Ham- 
ilton, Hancock, Harakon, Hardenbet^h, B. W. 
Harris, C. H. Harrison, Hatcher, Hathom, 
Hendee, Henderson, A. S. Hewitt, HopJans, 
Hoskins, House, Huhbell, Hurlbut, Joyce, Kas- 
son, Kehr, Ketchum, Kimball, King, F, Lan- 
ders, Lane, Lapham, W. Lawrence, Leavenworth, 
Lutirell, E. W. M. Mackey, L. A. Mackey, Mac- 
Dougail, McCrary, Miller, Monroe, Morgan, 
Norton, Oliver, O'Neill, Packer, J. Phelps, W. A. 
Phillips, Pierce, Piper, Plaisted, T. C. PlaU, A. 
ViyrttS.,'Rs.\aey,Sandall,Reagan,y.Reilly,i(id- 
dk, 7. RobHns, C. B. Roierts, M. S. Robinson, S. 
Ross, Sampson, Sheakley, Singleton, Sinnickson, 
A. H. Smith, Strait, Stowell, Teese, Thomburgh, 
Tirochmai-toii, W. Townsend, Tumey, Van 



Vorhes, ff. B. Vance, Walling, Warren, Weth. 
Wheeler, J. D. White, Whiting, G. Willard, A.. 
Williams, A. S. Williams, J. D. WilHams, Wil- 
lis, J. Wilson, Woodworth, Yeates — 108. 
Nays— -Messrs. Ains'wtirth, Andekson, At- 
ns, Baghy,VI. H. Baker, Ballon, Banning, Bar- 
num. Biebe, S. N. Bell, Blackburn, Bkdr, Bland, 
\i, Bradford, Bright, y. Y. Broom, Buck- 
S. D. Burchard, Cabell, J. H. CaJdaiell, 
Campbeli,, Candler, Cannon, Caulfield, Chapin, 
y. B. Clarke, y. B. Oark, jr., Collins, Cook, 
Cowan, Culberson, Cutler, yoseph J. Datds, 
Bavy, DcBolt, Denison, Dibrell, Douglas, Dun- 
npll, Durand, Durham, Eames, Eden, Egbert, 
n, Forney, Fort, Franklin, Fuller, Cause, 
Glover, Gaodin, A. H. Hamilton, H. S. Harris, 
y. T. Harris, Hartzell. Haymond, Hereford, G. 
W. Hewitt, Hill, Holman, Hooker, Hunter, Hun- 
ton, Hurd, Hyman, T. L. yones, Knott, G. M. 
Landers, Levy, B. B. Lewis, Lord, Lynch, 
Lynde, Mi^oon, Maish, J. W. McDill, Me- 
Mahon, Meade, Metcalfe, Milliken, Mills, Mor- 
rison, Mulchler, Nash, Neal, New, Odell, Page, 

E. Y. Parsons, Payne, T. F. Philips, Poppleton, 
Powell, Pratt, D. Rea, A. V. Rice, W. M. Rob- 
bins, M. Ross, Rusk, Savage, M. Sayler, Scales, 
Seelye, Slemons, R. Smalls, W. E. Smith, 
Southard, Sparks, Springer, SIcnger, Stevenson, 
Stone, Swann, Tarbox, Terry, C. P. Thompson, 
P. F. Thomas, M. I. Townsend, Tucker, Tufts, 
y. L. Vance, Waddell, Waldron, C. C. B. Wal- 
ker, G. C. Walker, A. S.Waaa<x,Vla\ls, Walsh, 
Ward, G. W. Wells, Whitehouse, Wigginton, 
Wike, C. G. Williams, y. Williams, J. JV. Wil- 
liams, W. B. Williams, Wilshire, B. Wilson, 

F. Wood, Woodhum, C. Young— \/^. 
February 2 — Mr. Reagan moved the follow- 
ing substitute : 

That no person who has held or may hereafter 
hold the office of President shall ever thereafter 
be eligible to said office. 

That the term of office of President and Vice- 
President of the United States shall be six years 
from and after the 4th of March, 1881. 

Mr. New moved to re-commit the subject to 
the Committee on the Judiciary; which was dis- 
a^eed to — yeas 127, nays 130 (not voting 33). 

Mr. Reagan's substitute was then disagreed 
to — yeas 72, nays 1S4 (notvoting33), as follow; 
Yeas— Messrs. Ashe, Atkins, y. H. Bagley, jr., 
J. H. Baker, Banks, Bradley, Bright, W. P. Cald- 
well, Candler, Cannon, Chapin, Clymer, Cochrane, 
Cook, Cotaan, Douglas, Ellis, Ely, Faulkner, 
Felton,Forn^,R. HamiUon,Hardenbergk,H. R. 
Harris, C. H. Harrison, Hatcher, A. S. Hewitt, 
G. W. Hewitt, Hill, Hopkins, House, Lane, B. B. 
Lewis, Luttrell, E. W. M. Mackey, L. A. 
Mackey, MaisA, Milliken, Mills, Morgan, Payne, 
y. Phelps, W. A. PhiUips, Piper, A. Potter, 
Powell, Randall, Reagan, y. Reilly, y. B. Reilly, 
RiddU, y. Rabbins, W. M. Rmins, C. B. Robert!, 
Scales, Schleicher, Sheakley, Singleton, Sparh, 
Teese, Throckmorton, Tumry, S. B. Vance, 
Waddell, WalHng, Ward, Warren, Whitehouse, 
A. S. WiUiams, y. D. WilHams, WWis, C. 
Young — 72. 

Nays — Messrs. C. H. Adams, Ainsworth, An- 
derson, Bagby, G. A, Bagley, W. H. Baker, Bal- 
Ion, Banning, Bamum, Bass, Beebe, S. N. Bell, 
Blackburn, Blaine Blair Bland Boone Brad- 
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ford, J. Y. Brown, W. R. Brown, Buckner, 
H. C. Burchard, S. D. Burckard, Cabell, J. H. 
Caldtiiill Campbell Cole, Giaifir/^, Chitlenden, 
J. B. Clarkt, y. B. Clark Jr., Collins, Conger, 
Crapo, Crounse, Cal&irson, CutUr, Joseph J. 
Davis, Davy, OeBall, Denison, Dibrell, Bunnell, 
Durand, Dnr&am, Eames, Eden, ££ber/,Fai- 
well. Fort, Foater, Franilin, C, Freeman, Frost, 
Frye, FidUr, Garfield, Cause, Glover, A. H. 
Hamilton, Hancock, Haralson, B. W. Harris, 

2, T. Harris, Harlzdl, Halliom, Haymond, 
endee, Henderson, HenkU, Hereford,Holman, 
Hooker, Hoskins, Hubbell, Hunter, Hunton, 
Hard, Hurlbut, Hyman, T. L. yoaes, Joyce, 
Kassoii, Kehr, Ketchnni,Kimball,King, Knott, F. 
Landers, G. M. Landers, Lapham, W. Lawrence, 
Leavenworth, Lem, Lord, Lynch, Lynde, Ma- 
goon, MacDougall, McCniry, J. W. McDill, 
McMahon, Meade, Miller, Monroe, Morrison, 
MiUckler, Nash, Neat, Nevi, Norton, O'Brien, 
Odell, Oliver O'Neill, Packer, Page, E. Y. 
Parsom, y. F. Bkilip, Pierce, PIdsted, T. C. 
Pla«, PoMUton. Pratt, Rainey, £>. Pea, A. V. 
Pice, M. 5, Robinson, M. Pass, S. Ross, Rusk, 
Sampson, Savage, M. Sayler, y, G. Schumaker, 
Seelye, Sinnickson, Sltmons, R. Smalls, A. H. 
Smith, IV. E. Smith, Southard, Springer, Strait, 
Stenger, Stevenson, Stone, Stowell, &oan«, Tar- 
box, Terr},C.P. Thompson, P. F. Ziomoj, Thorn- 
burgh M. I. Townsend, W. Townsend Tucker, 
Tufts, Van Vorhes, y. L. Vance, Waldroti, C. 
C. B. Walker, G. C. Walker, A. S. Wallace, 
Walls, Walsh, E. Welh, G. W. Wells, Wheeler, 
J. D. While, Whiting, Wtgginlon, Wike, G. 
Willard, C. G. Williams, ?. N. Williams, 
W. B. Williams, Wilshire. B. WUson, J. Wil- 
son, F. Wood, Woodbum, Woodworth, Veales 
-184. 

The joint resolution, reported from the Com- 
mittee, was then disagreed to, {two-thirds not 
having voted in the affirmative) — yeas 145, nays 
108 (not voting 36) as follow : 

Yeas — Messrs. Ainsmorth, Ashe, Atkins, Bag- 
hy, J. H. Bagliy, jr., Bakks, Banning, Bar- 
man, Btebe, S.N.Bell, Blackburn, Bland, Boone, 
Bradford, Bright, y. V. BroTim, Buckner, S. D. 
Burchard, Cabell, J. H. Caldtuell, Candler, 
Catt, Caulfield, Chapin, J. B. Clarke, J. B. 
Clark, jr., Clymer, Cochrane, CoUins, Cook, 
Cowan, Crounse, Ctdierson, Cutler, yoseph y. 



Davis, DeBoU, Dibrell, Douglas, Bunnell, Du- 
rand, Durham, Eden, Egbert, Faulkner, Felton, 
Forney, Franklin, Frost, Fuller, Cause, Gibson, 
Glover, Goodin, A. H. Hamilton, Hancock, H. 
P. Harris, y. T. Harris, C. H. Harrison, 
Harwell, Hatcher, Hereford, A. S. Hewitt, G. W. 
Hewitt, Hill, Holman, Hopkins, House, Hunlon, 
Hurd, T. L. yones. Knoll, F. Landers, C. M. 
Landers, Lane, Levy, B. B. Lewis, Lord, Lut- 
trell, Lyndi, L. A. Maciey, Maish, McFarland, 
McMahon, Meade, Metcalfe, MUHken, Mills, 
Morgan, Morrison, Mtttckler, Odell, E. Y. 
Parsons, Payne, y. Phelps, y. F. Philips, W. A. 
Phillips, Piper, Poppttton, Powell, Reagan, y. 
Seilly, A. V. Riee, Piddle, y. Pobbins, W. M. 
Pobbins, C. B. Roberts, M. Ross, Savage, M. 
Sayler, Scales, Schleicher, Sheakley, Singleton, 
Slemons, W. E. Smith, Southard, Sparks, 
Springer, Stenger, Stevenson, Stone, Tarbox, 
Terry, C. P. Thomson, Throckmorton, Tucker, 
Tumey, J. L. Vance, P. B. Vance, WaddeU, 
C. C. B. Walker. G. C. Walker, Walling, 
Ward, Warren, E. Wells, Wkitehouse, Wiggin- 
ton, A. S. Williams, y. D. Williams, % N. 
Williams, Willis, Wilshire, B. Wilson, Yeates 
—145- 

Nays — Messrs. C. H. Adams, Anderson, G. A, 
Bagley, J. H. Baker, W. H. Baker, Ballou, Blaine, 
Blair, Bradley, W. R. Brown, H. C. Burchard, 
Burleigh, Campbell, Cannon, Chittenden, Con- 
ger, Q-apo, Davy, Denison, Eames, Farwell, 
Fort, Foster, C. Freeman, Frye, Garfield, E. Hale, 
P. Hamilton, Haralson, Hardenbergh, B. W. 
Harris, Hathom, Haymond, Hendee, Hender- 
son, Hooker, Hoskins, Hubbell, Hunter, Hurl- 
but, Hyman, Joyce, Kasson, JCe&r, Ketchum, 
Kimball, King, Lapham, W. Lawrence, Leaven- 
worth, Lynch, E. W. M. Maekey, Magoon, Mac- 
Dougall, McCrary, J, W. McDiU, Miller, Mon- 
roe, Nash, Neal, Hew, Norton, Oliver, O'Neill, 
Packer, Page, Pierce, Plaisted, T. C Piatt, A. 
Potter, Pratt, Purman, Rainey, Randall, M. S. 
Robinson, S. Ross, Rusk, Sampson, Seelye, Sin- 
niokson, R. Smalls, A. H. Smith, Strait, Stowell, 
Swann, Teese, P. F. Thomas, Thomburgh, M. 
1. Townsend, W. Townsend, Tufts, Van Vorhes, 
Waldron, A. S. Wallace, Walls, Walsk, G. W. 
Wells, Wheeler, J. D. White, Whiting. Wike, G. 
Willard, C. G. Williams. W. B. Williams, J. 
Wilson, F. Wood, Woodburn, Woodworth— 108. 



XII. 

THE AMNESTY BIll-EOETI-FOUKTH COHGRESS. 



In House, 

1875, December 15 — Mr. Randall offered a 
bill (H. R. 214), to remove the disabilities im- 
posed by the tfiird section of the fourteenth 
article of the Amendments of the Constitution of 
the United States ; which, after a brief discussign 
as to time, was made a special order for Decem- 
ber 21. 

The bill is as follows; 



Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled {tjiio-tiirds of each House 
concurring therein). That all disabilities im- 
posed and remaining upon any person by virtue 
of the third section of Che fourteenth article of the 
amendments of the Constitution of the United 
States be, and the same are hereby, removed, and 
each and every peison is hereby lorever relieved 
therefrom. 
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Sec. 2. Whenever any persons from whom dis- 
abilicies are removed by this act shall be elected 
or appointed to any post or office of honor or 
trust under the Government of the United States 
he shall take the oath prescribed by section 1757 
of title 19 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States or such other official oath as may be here- 
after prescribed in such cases by any future act 
of Congress. 

1875, December 21— The House was not in 

1K76, January 6-^Mr. Blaine obtained consent 
to have printed the following amendment, and he 
gave notice that he would offer it as an amend- 
ment to the bill, on Monday ne^t: 

Bi it enacted, etc^ That all persons now under 
the disabilities imposed by the fourteenth amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United Slates, with 
the esception of Jeffeison Davis, late president 
of the so-called Confederate Stales, shall be re- 
lieved of such disabilities upon their appearing 
before any j udge of a United States Court and 
taliing and subscribing in open Court the follow- 
ing oath, to be duly attested and recorded, 
namely : I, A, B., do solemnly swear, or affirm, 
Ihat I will support and defend the Consdtulion 
of Ihe United Slates against all enemies, foreign 
and domestic ; that I will bear true faith and 
allegiance to the same ; that I take this obligation 
freely, without any mental reservoiion or purpose 
of evasion ; and that, to the best of my knowledge 
and ability, I will well and faithfully discharge 
the duties of a citizen of the United States. 

January 10 — Mr. Randall moved a suspen- 
sion of the rules, so as to proceed to the consid- 
eration of the Amnesty bill, which was agreed 

Mr. Elaine desu-ed to offer his amendment, in 
the nature of a substitute. 

Mr. Randall, having the floor, demanded the 
IS question, stating thai he desired to have 



one-lialf of the iiine which may be allowed for 
discussion. 

The previous question was decided on a count 
by telleis— ayes 159, noes 95. On ordering the 
main question, the yeas were 164, nays 100, (not 
voting 26), as follows r 

Yeas — Messrs. Ainnaerth, Anderson, As&e, 
Aikim, Sagby, y. H Baglty, Jr.. Bamtim, 
Beibi, Blackburn, Bland, Blount, Boone, Brad- 
ford, Bright, y. y. Brown, Backner, S. D. 
Bmchard, CaiiU, J. H. Caldwell, W. P. Cald- 
well, Campbell, Candler, Cauljield, Cha^n, y. 
B. Qarke, J. B. Clark, jr., aymer, Cochrane, 
Cook, Cowan, Cox, Caloerson, Cutler, Darrall, 
yosejik y. Davis, DeBolt, Dibrell, Douglas, 
Durand, Durham, Bden, Egbert, Ely, Faulk- 
ner, Fellon, Forney, Franklia, Fuller, Gause, 
Gibson, Glover, Goode, Goodin, Guttler, A. H. 
Hamilton, R. Hamilton, Hancock, Hardenbergh, 
H. B. Harris, y. T. Harris, C. H. Harrison, 
Harlridge, Hardell, Hatcher, Haymond, Henkle. 
Hereford, G. W. Hewitt, Hill, Halman, Hooker, 
Hopkins, House, Huntcn. yenks, F. yones, T. L. 
Tones, Knott, F. Landers, G. M. Landers, Lane, 
Levy, B. B. Lewis, Lord, Luttrell, Lynde, 
Maish, McFarland, McMahon, Meade, Metcalfe, 
Milliken, Mills, Money, Morey, Morgan, Mor- 
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rison, Mutchler, Nash, Neat, Nem, O'Brien, E. 
y. Parsons, y. Phelps, y. F. Philips, Piper,. 
Popplelon, Powell, Randall, D. Rea, Reagan, y. 
Reilly, y. B. Reilly, A. V. Sice, Riddle, y. Rob- 
bins, W. M. Sobbins, C. B. Roberts, M. Ross, 
Savage, M. Sayler, ScaUs, Schleicher, J. C, 
Schutnaier, Sheakley, Singleton, Slemons, W, E. 
Smith, Soulhai-d, Sparks, Springer, Stenger, 
Stevenson, Stone, Tariox, Teese, Terry, C. P. 
Thompson, P. F. Thomas, Throckmorton, 
Tucker, Tumey, y. L. Vance, R. B. Vanes, 
Waddell, C. C. B. Walker, G. C. Walker, mil- 
ling, Walsh, Ward, Warren, E. Wells, Wkit- 
Ihome, Wike, A. S. WiUiams, y. Williams, y. 

D. Williams, y. N. WUHams, Willis, WHshire, 
B. Wilson, P. Wood, Yeates, C. Young— ib^ 

Nays— Messrs. C. H, Adams, G. A. Bagley, 
J. H. Baiter, W. H. Baker, Ballou, BANKS, 
Blune, Bldr, Bradley, W. R. Brown, H. C. 
Burcbard, Burleigh, Cannon, Cason, Caswell, 
Cate, Chittenden, Conger, Ciapo, Crounse, 
Danford, Davy, Denison, Bunnell, Eames, Evans, 
Fort, Foster, C. Freeman, Frost, Frye, Garfield, 

E. Hale, Haralson, B. W. Harris, Hathorn, 
Hendee, Henderson, G. F. Hoar, Hoskins, 
Hubbell, Hunter, Hurlbut, Hyman, Joyce, Kas- 
son, Kehr, Ketchum, Kimball, King, Lapham, 
W. Lawrence, Leavenworth, Lynch, E. W. M. 
Mackey, Magoon, MacDiiu^l, McCrary, J. W, 
McDill, Miller, Monroe, Norton, Oliver, O'Neill, 
Packer, Page, W. A. Phillips, Pierce, Plaisted, 
T. C. Piatt, A. Potter, Pratt, M. S. Robinson, 
S. Ross, Rusk, Sampson, Seelye, Sinnickson, R, 
Smalls, A. H. Smith, Starkweather, Strait, 
Stowell, Thomburgh, M. I. Townsend, W, 
Townsend, Tufts, Van Vorhes, Waldron, A. S. 
Wallace, J. W. Wallace, Wheeler, J. D. White, 
Whiting, G. Willard, C. G. Williams, W. B. 
Williams, J. Wilson, A. Wood, jr., Woodworth 

On the passage of the bill the yeas were 175, 
nays 97, (not voting 18,) two-thirds being re- 
quired, as follow : 

Nays — Messrs, Ainsworlh, Anderson, Ashe, 
Atkins, Bagby, J. H. Bagley, jr.. Banks, Bar- 
num, Beeie, S.N.Bell, Blackburn, Bland, Blount, 
Boom, Bradford, Bright, y. Y. Brown, Buck- 
ner, S. D. Burchard, CabeU, y. H. Caldwell, 
W. P. Caldwell, Campbell, Candler, Cate, 
Cauljield, Chapitt, y. B. Uarke, y. B. Clark, 

£'-., Clymer, Cochrane, Cook, Cowan, Cox, Cut- 
rson. Cutler, yoseph y. Daeis, DeBolt, Dib- 
rell, Douglas, Durand, Durham, Eden, Egbert, 
Ely, Faulkner, Felton, Forney, Franklin, Ful- 
ler, Gause, Gibson, Glover, Goode, Goodin, Can- 
ter, A. H. Hamilton, R. Hamilton, Hancock, 
Hardenbergh, H. R. Harris, y. T. Harris, C. 
H. Harrison, Hartridge, Harlsell, Hatcher, 
Haymond, Henkle, Hereford, G. W. Hewitt, 
Hill, Hobnan, Hooker, Hopkins. House, Huntcn, 
Hurd, yenks, F. yones, T. L. yones, Kehr. 
Kelley, Knott, F. Landers, G. M. Landers, 
Lane, Levy, B. B. Lewis, Lord, Luttrell, 
Lynch, Lynde, E. W. M. Mackey, Maish, Mc- 
Farland, McMahon, Meade, Metcalfe, Milliken, 
Mills, Money, Morey, Morgan, Morrison, 
Mutchler, Neal, New, O'Brien, E. Y. Parsons, 
Payne, y. Phelps, y. F. Philips, Pierce, Piper, 
Poppleton, A. Potter, Powell, Randall, D. Rea, 
Reagan, y. Reilly, y. B. Reilly, A. V. Rice, 
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Riddle, J. Robbins, W. M. RobUns, C. S. 
Roberts, M. Ross, Savage, M. Saylsr, Scales, 
SehUkher, y. G. Sehumaker, SheaUley, SittgU- 
tett, SUmons, IV. E. Smith, Southard, Sparks, 
Springer, Stenger, Stevenscm, Stone, Smaitn, 
Tarbox, Ttese, Terry, C. P. Thompson, F. F. 
Thomas, Throckmorton, Tucker, Tttmey, J. L. 
Vance, R. B. Vance, WaddeU, C. C. B. 
Walker, G. C. IValter, WalliHg, Walsh, Ward, 
Warren, E. Wells, G. W. Wells, WhiUhome, 
Wike, A. S. WiiSams, % IVmams, 7. D. 
Williams, y. N. Williams, Willis, Wilshire, 
B. Wilson, F. Wood. Yeates, C. Vo«?ig— 175. 
—-Nays — Messrs. C. H. Adams, G. A. BaglCT, 
J. H. Eater, W. H. Baker. Ballou, Elaine, Blair, 
Bradley, W. R. Brown, H. C. Burchard, Burleigh, 
Cannon, Cason, Caswell, Chittenden, Conger, 
Crapo, Crounse, Danford, Davy, Denison, Dob- 
bins, Bunnell, Eames, Evans, Foster, C. Freeman, 
Frost, Frye, Garfield, E. Hale, Haralson, B. W. 
Harris, Hathom, Hendee, Henderson, G. F. 
Hoar, Hoskins, Hubbell, Hunter, Huribut, Hy- 
man, Joyce, Kasson, Ketchum, Kimball, King, 
Lapham, W. Lawrence, Leavenworth, Magoon, 
MacDougall, McCrary, J. W. McDiU, Miller, 
Monroe, Nash, Norton, Oliver, O'Neill, Packer, 
Page, W. A. Phillips, Plaisted, T. C, Piatt, Pratt. 
Furman, Rainey, M. S. Robinson, S. Ross, Rush, 
Sampson, Seelye, Sinnickson, R. Smalls, A. H. 
Smifti, Starkweather, Strait, Stowell, Thomburgh, 
M. I. Townsend, W. Townsend, Tnfts, Van 
Vorhes, Waldron, A. S. Wallace, J. W. Wallace, 
Walls, Wheeler, I. D. White, Whiting, G. Wil- 
lard, C. G. Williams, W. B. Williams, J. Wilson, 
A. Wood, jr., Woodworlh — 97. 

Mr. Elaine moved to re-consider the vote by 
which the bill was rejected. 

Which, after several days' debate, was agreed to 
without a division. 

The question recurring on the passage of the 

January 13 — Mr. BANKS offered Ihe following 
words as a substitute for what follows the seventh 
line of the first section of the bill as printed on 
the files : 

And shall be forever relieved therefrom, upon 
their appearing before a Judge of any Court of 
the United States or any Court of Record of the 
State in which they are resident, and taking and 
subscribing the following oath, to be duly attested 
and recorded, to wit : " I, A. B, do solemnly swear 
(or aflirm) that I will support and defend the 
Constitution of the United States against all 
enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear 
true faith and allegiance to the same, and obey all 
laws made in pursuance thereof; and that I lake 
this obligation freely, and without any mental 
reservation or purpose of evasion whatever." 

Mr. EOGENE HACEobJecIed to the amendment, 
nnless the amendment of his colleague (Mr. 
J LAlNE) was admitted. 

The Speaker pro tempore (Mr. Hoskins) said 
that Ihe amendment had merely been read for 
the information of the House, and is not now in 

Mr. Randall asked unanimous consent that 
flie gentleman from Massachusetts have the op- 
porlimity of offering that amendment. 

Mr. Blaine objected. 

After further debate. 



Mr, Randall moved to commit the bill to the 
Committee on the Judiciaiy, with instructions to 
report it back with the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts (Mr. Banks). 

Which was agreed to. 

January 14 — Mr. Knott, from the Judiciary 
Committee, reported the same , according to in- 
structions, to read as follows : 

Be it enacted, &'c.. That all Ihe disabilities 
imposed and remaining upon any person, by vir- 
lue of the third section of the fourteenth article 
of the amendments of the Constitution of the 
United States, be, and the same are hereby, re- 
moved ; and each and every person is and shall 
be forever relieved therefrom upon his appearing 
before a judge of any court of the United Slates 
or any court of record of the Slate in which he is 
resident, and takmg and subscribing the following 
oath, to be duly attested and recorded, to wit ; 
" I, A B, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I 
wilt support and defend the Constitution of the 
United States against all enemies, foreign and 
domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance 
to the same, and obey all laws made in pur.suance 
thereof, and that I take this obligation freely and 
without any mental reservation or purpose of 
evasion whatever." 

Mr. Knott demanded the previous question 
upon the bill. 

The main question was ordered, yeas 183, 
nays 92 (not voting 15.J, as follow : 

Yeas — Messrs. Ainsworth, Anderson, Ashe, 
Atkins, Bagby, J. H. BBglcy,jr., Banks, Bar- 
num, Beebe, S. N. Bell, Blackburn, Bland, Bliss, 
Blount, Beoni, Bradford, Bright, J. V. BroTim, 
Buciner, S. D. Burchard, Cabell, y. H. Cald- 
well, W. B. Caldwell, Campbbll, Candler, Gate, 
Caulfirld, Chapin, J. B. Clarke, y. B. Clark, 
jr., Clytiier, Cochrane, Collins, Cook, Cowan, 
Cox, Culberson, Cutler, yoseph y. Davis, De- 
Bolt, Dibrell, Douglas, Durand, Durham, 
Eden, Egbert, Ellis, Ely; Faulkner, Felton, 
Forney, Franklin, Fuller, Cause, Gibson, 
Glover, Goodin, Gtcnter, A. H. Hainiltan, R. 
Hamilton, Hancock, Haralson, Hardsnbergh, H. 
R. Harris, y. T. Harris, C. //. Harrison, 
Hartridge, Harttell, Hatcher, Henkle, Hereford, 
A. S. Hewitt, G. W. Hewitt, Hill, Holman, 
Hooker, Hopkins, House, Hunton, Hurd, yenks, 
F. yones, T. L. yones, Kehr, Knott, Lamar, 

F. Landers, G. M. Landers, Lane, Livy, B. B. 
Lewis, Lord, Laltrell, E. W. M. Mackey, L.A. 
Mackey, Maish, McFarland, McMakon, Meade, 
Metcalfe, MilKken, Mills, Money, Morey, Mor- 
gan, Morrison, Mutckler, Neal, Aew, O'Brien, 

O'dell, E. y. Parsons, Payne, y. Phelps, y. F. 
Philips, Pierce, Piper, Popplelon, A. Potter, 
Powell, Rainey, Randall, D. Rea, Reagan, y. 
ReiUy, 7. B. RHlly, A. V. Rice, Riddle, y. 
Bobbins, W. M. Robbins, 6. B. Roberts. M. 
Ross, Savage, M. Sayler, Scales, Schleicher, 
y. G. Schumaier, Seelye, Sheakley, Singleton, 
Sleaians, W. E. Smith, Southard, Sparks, 
Springer, Stenger, Stevenson, Stone, Swann, 
Tarbox, Teese, Terry, C. P., Thompson, P. F- 
Thomas, Throckmorton Tucker, Turney, J. L. 
Vance, R. B. Vance, Waddell, C. C. B. Walker, 

G. C. Walker, A. S. Wallace, Walling, Walsh, 
Ward Warren, E. Wells, Whitehouse, Whit- 
l/wrne. Wigginton, Wike, A. S. Williams, y 
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Williams, y. D. William!, J. N. Williams, 
Willis, Wilshire, B. Wilson, F. Wood, Wood- 
bum, Yeales, C. Young— iS^. 

Nays — Messrs. G. A. Bagley, J. H. Baker, 
W. H. Baker, Ballgu, Blaine, Blair, Bradley, 
W. R. Brown, H. C. Burchard, Burleigh, Can- 
non, Cason, Caswell, Conger, Crapo, Crounse, 
Danford, Darrall, Davy, Denison, Dobbins, Dun- 
nell, Eames, Evans, Fort, Foster, C. Free- 
man, Frost, Frye, Garfield, E. Hale, B. W 
Ilairis, Hathorn, Haymand, Hendee, Henderson 
G. F. Hoar, Hoskins, Hunter, Hurlbnt, Hy 
man, Joyce, Kasson, Ketciium, King, Lapham 
W. liwrence, Leavenworth. Lynch, Magoon 
MacDougall, McCrary, J. W. McDiU, ililler 
Monroe, Nash, Norton, Oliver, O'Neill, Packer 
Page, W. A. Phillips, Plaisled, T. C. Piatt 
Pratt, M. S. Robinson, S. Ross, Rusk, Sampson 
Siniiickson, R. Smalls, A. H. Smith, Stark- 
weather, Stowell, Thomburgh, M. I. Townsend, 
W. Townsend, Tofts, Van Vorhes, Waldron, J. 
W. Wallace, Walls, G. W. Wells, Wheeler, 
]. D. White, Whiting, G. Willard, C. G. Wil- 
liams, W. B. Williams, J. Wilson, A. Wood, jr.. 
Wood worth — 92. 

On the final passage of the bill as reported 
from the Committee on the Judiciary, the yeas 
were 184, nays g? (not voting 9), as follow! 

Yeas — Messrs. Ainsworth, Anderson, Askt, 
Atkins, Bagby, y. H. Bagliy,jr., Banks, Bar- 
num, Beebe, S. N. Bill, Blackburn, Bland, Bliss, 
Blount, Boone, Bradford, Brig&l, y. Y. Bravm, 
Buckner, S. D. Burchard, CabeU, J. H. Cald- 
well, W. P. Caldwell, Campbell, Candler, Cate, 
Catdfiild, Chapin, y. B. Clarke, y. B. Clark, 
jr., Clymer^ Cochrane, Collins, Oiok, Cowan, 
Cox, Culberson, Cutler, yoseph y. Davis, De- 
Boll, Dibrell, Douglas, Durand, Durham, Eden, 
Egbert, Ellis, Ely, Farwell, Faulkner, FeUon, 
Forney , Franklin, Fuller, Cause, Gibson, Clover, 
Goode, Goodin, Gunlef, A. H. Hamilton, R. 
Hamilton, Hancock, Haralson, Hardenbergh, 
H. R. Harris, y. T. Harris, C. H. Harrison, 
Hartridge, Hartxell, Hatcher, Hinkle, Here- 
ford, A. S. Hewitt, G. W. Hewitt, Hill, Hol- 
nian. Hooker, Hopkins, House, Hunton, Hurd, 
yenks, F. yones, T. L. yones, Kehr, Kelley, 
Knott, Lamar, F. Landers, G. M. Landers, 
Lane, Levy, B. B. Lewis, Lord, Luttrell, E. 
W. M. Mackey, L. A. Mackey, Maish, Mc- 
Fartand, McMahon, Meade, Metcalfe, Mill- 
ikm. Mills, Money, Morey, Morgan, Mor- 
rison, Mutehler, Neal, New, QBHen, Odell, 
E. Y. Parsons, Payne, y. Phelps, y. F. Philips, 
"'- , Piper, Poppleton, A. Potter, Fotvell, 



\ Roberts, M. Ross, Savage, M. Sayler, 
Scales, Schleicher, y. G. Schumaker, Seelye, 
Sheakley, Singleton, Slemons, W. E. Smith, 
Southard, Sparks, Springer, Slenger, Stevenson, 
Stone, Sviann, Tariox, Teese, Terry, C. P. 
Thompson, P. F. Thomas, Throckmorton, Tucker, 
Taraey, y. L. Vance, R. B. Vance, Waddell, 
a C. B. Walker, G. C. Walker, Walling, Walsh, 
Ward, Warren, E. Wells, Whitehouse, Whit- 
thome, Wigginton, Wike, A. S. miliams, % 
Williams, y. D. Williams, y. N. Williams, 
Willis, Wilshire, Wilson, F. Wood, Woodhum, 
Yeates, C. Young— 1&^. 



Nays— Messrs. G. A. Biigley, J. H. Baker, 
W. H. Baker, Ballou, Blaine, Blair, Bradley, 
W. R. Brown, H. C. Burchard, Burleigh, Can- 
, Cason, Caswell, Conger, Crapo, Crounse, 
Danford, Darrall, Davy, Denison, Dobbins, Dun- 
nell, Eames, Evans, Fort, Foster, C. Freeman, 
Frost, Prye, Garfield, E. Haie, B. W. Harris, 
Hathorn, Haymond, Hendee, Henderson, G. F. 
Hoar, Hoge, Hoskius, Hubbell, Hunter, Hurl- 
but Hjman Joyce, Kasson, Ketcbum, King, 
Lapham W Lawrence, Leavenworth, Lynch, 
Magoon MacDougail, McCrary, J. W. McDill, 
Miller Monroe Nash, Norton, Oliver, O'Neill, 
Packer Page W. A. Phillips, Plaisted, T. C. 
Piatt Pratt P rman, M. S. Robinson, S. Ross, 
Rusk Sampson Sinnickson, R. Smalls, A. H. 
Sm th Stark veather, Strdt, Stowell, Thombureb, 
M I Townsend, W. Townsend, Tufts, Van 
Vorhes, Waldron, A. S, Wallace, J. W. Wallace, 
Walls, G. W. Wells, Wheeler, J. D. White, 
Whiting, G. Willard, C. G. Williams, W. B. 
Williams, J. Wilson, A. Wood, jr., Woodworth 
-97- 

NoT Voting — Messrs. C. H. Adams, Ban- 
nag, Bass Chittenden, Hays, Kimball, Lynde, 
Rainey, A. William.^— 9. 
Mr. Blaine moved that the vote last taken be 



During the debate, 
Mr. Blaine asked u 
lis amendment, offerin 
I any g 



I yield the floor at 
1 of Jefferson Davis. 



the 



to strike out the exclus 

Mr. Randall objected. 

Subsequently, on a renewal of the proposilion, 

Mr. William M. Robbins objected. 

Mr. Blaine then withdrew the motion to re- 
consider, and the bill fell. 

1S76, January 17 — Mr. JOHN D. WHITE 
moved that the rules be suspended so as to 
enable him to submit, and the House to agree to 
the following resolution : 

Resohied, That the rules be suspended so as to 
enable the House to proceed forthwith to vote on 
the passage of the following bill : 
A bill to remove the disabilities imposed by the 

Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution of 

the United States. 

Be it enacted, &*e.. That all pereons now 
under the disabilities imposed by the fourteenth 
[unendment to the Constitution of the United 
States, with the exception of Jefferson Davis, late 
president of the so-called Confederate States, 
shall be relieved of such disabilities upon their 
appearing before any judge of a United Slates 
court, and taking and subscribing, in open court, 
the following oath, to be duly attested and re- 
corded, namely r 

I, A,B.,do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I 
will support and defend the Constitution of the 
United States against all enemies, foreign and 
domestic; that I will bear true faith and alleg- 
iance to the same J that 1 take this obligation 
freely, without any mental reservation or purpose 
of evasion; and that, to the best of my knowl- 
edge and ability, I will well and faithfully dis- 
chai^ the duties of a citizen of the United 
Slates. 

The House first, however, voting on the fol- 
lowing amendment thereto : 
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Strike oul the following word? ; " with (he 
ception of Jefferson Davis, late president of the 
so-called Confederate States." 

Which motion was disagreed to — yeas 164, 
nays III (not voting 15), as follow: 

Yeas — Messrs. C, H. Adams, Ainswortk, 
Anderson, Bagby, G. A. Bagley, J. H. Baker, 
W. H. Baker, Ballon, BANKS, Bass, Beebe, S. N. 
Bell, Blaine, Blair, Bland, Bliss, Bradley, W. R. 
Brown, H. C. Bnrehard, ,S'. D. BurcKard, Bnr- 
leigt, W. P- Caldwell, Osmpbbll, tllannon, 
Cason .Caswell, Cate, Chittenden, Cochrane, 
Congel, Cox, Crapo, Crounse, Danford, Dairall, 
Davy, DeBolt, Denison, Dobbins, Bunnell, Du- 
rand, Eames, Egbert, Ely, Evans, Farwell, 
Fatilkner, Fort, Foster, C. Freeman, Frost, Frye, 
Fuller, Garfield, Gaodin, E. Hale, Haralson, 
Hardenbergh, B. W. Harris, C. H. Harrison, 
Harhell, Hathom, Haymond, Hendee, Hender- 
son, A. S. Hewitt, G. W. Hewiit, G. F. Hoar, 
Hoge, Holmaa, Hoskins, Hubbell, Hunter, 
Jiurd, Hurlbut, Hyman, Jenks, F. Janes, T. L. 
Jones, Joyce, Kasson, Kelley, Ketchum, Kim- 
ball, King, Lapham, W. Lawrence, Leaven- 
worth, Levy, Lynch, Magoon, MacDougall, Me- 
Crary, J. W. McDill, Meade, Miller, Monroe, 
Morey, Morgan, Muichier, Nash, Neal, New, 
Norton, Odsll, Oliver, O'Neill, Fucker, Page, 
Payne, J. Phelps, W. A. Phillips, Pierce, Piper, 
Plaisted, T. C. Piatt, A. Potter, FaweH, Pratt, 
Purman, Rainey, J. SeUly, M. S. Robinson, S. 
Ross, Rusk, Sampson, Savage, Seeiye, Sinnick- 
son, R. Smalls, A. H. Smith, Spritzer, Starit- 
weather. Strait, Stevensen, Stowel^ Tarbex, 



C. P. TAompson, Thornbui^h, thratkmarlBB, 
M. Townsend, W, Townsend, Tufls, Van Vor- 
hes, R. B. Vauee, Waldron, C. C. B. Walkir, 
A. S. Wallace, T. W. Wallace, Walla, Warren, 
G. W. Wells, Wheeler. J. D. White, Whiting, 
G. Willard, C. G. Williams, 7. D. WiUiams, 
W. B. Williams, B. Wilson, J. Wilson, A. Wood, 
jr., Woodbuni, Wood worth — 1 64. 

Nays— Mesara. Ashe, Atkins, J. H. Bagley, 
jr., Blackburn, Blount, Boone, Bradford, 
Bright, J. Y. Brown, B«skner, Cabell, J. H. 
Caldwell, Candler, Cau^eld, CAapin, J. B. 
Claris, y. B. Clark, jr., Clymir, Collins, Cook, 
Cowan, Cutler, Joseph J. Davis, 'Dibrell, Dong- 
las, Durham, Eden, Ellis, Felton, Forney, 
Franklin, Cause, Gibson, Glover, Goode, Gun- 
ter, A. H. Hamilton, F. Hamilton, Haniock, 
H. R. Harris, HartHdge, Haicher, Henkle, 
Hereford, Hill, Hooker, HopHas, House, Hua- 
ton, Kekr, Lamar, F. Landers, G. M. Landers, 
Lane, B. B. Lewis, L-uttreU, L. A. Mackey, 
Maisk, McFarland, McMahon, Metcalfe, Milli- 
km. Mills, Money, Morrison, O'Brien, B. Y. 
Parsons, J. F. Philips, Foppleton, Randall, D. 
Sea, Reagan, A. V. Riee, Riddle, J. Robbins, 
iV. M. Robbins, C. B. Roberts, M. Ross, M. 
Sayler, Scales, Schleicher, Sheakley, Singleton, 
SlemoHs, W. E. Smith, Southard, Sparis, 
Slenger, Stone, Sniann, Terry, P. F. Thomcu, 
Tucker, Tumey, y. L. Vance, Waddell, G. C. 
Walker, Walling, Walsk, Ward, E. Wells, 
WAitehome, WMttAome, Wiggimon, Wike, A, 
S. William, J. M Williams, Wilshire, P. 
Wood, Yeates, C. Y<mng— 



XIII. 

PRESIBEST GRANT'S CABINET, AND lEMBEES OF THE 
EORTY-EOIJRTH CONGRESS. 

The Cabinet 

Secretary of, State — Hamilton Fish, of New York. 

Secretary of the Treasury — Lor M. MoRRllL, of Maine, July 7, 1876, vice BeNJAMIN H. 
Bbistow, of Kentaclty, resigned June 20, 1876. 

Secretary of War — J. Donai-D Cameron, of Pennsylvania, June I, 1876, vice Alphonso Taft, 
of Ohio, appointed March ii, 1S76, in place of William W. Belknap, of Iowa, resigned March 
a, 1875. 

Secretary of the Navy — Geokge M. Robeson, of New Jersey, 

Secretary of the Interior — Zachariah Chandler, of Michigan, October 19, 1875, ^^ Coliim- 
Bus Delano, of Ohio, resigned Octoi>er i, 1S75. 

Postmaster General— ]amys N. Tvner, of Indiana, July 12, 1S76, vice Marshall Jewell, of 
Connecticut, resigned July 10, 1876. 

Attorney General— Alvkonso Taft, of Ohio, June i, 1876, vice Edwards Pierrepont, of 
New York, resigned that date, who was appointed May 15, 1S75, in place of George H. Wil- 
liams, of Oregon, resigned to take effect that day. 
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Membera of Forty-Fonrth. Congress* 

FinsT Session, December 6, 1875 — Aug. 15, 1876. 



Alabama George E. Spencer,... 

Arkansoi Steplien W. Doniey,,, 

California '.Newton Booth 

CimnscHcut. William W. Eaton..., 

Delaware ; Thomas F. Bayard.... 

Florida Charles W. Jones 

Geergia John B. Goraon 

HHftois RichardJ, Oglesby... 



.(1879) George GDldthwaite......(r877), 

,(1879) Powell Claj-ton ...(1377). 

.(1881) ;...Aa[on A. Sargent (1879). 

.(1881) ....William H. Bamum *...(iS79). 

.(1881) Eli Saulsbury (1877). 

.(18S1I Simon B. Conover„ (1879). 

.(1879) Thomas M. Norwood.... (1877 J. 

_y -= (1S79) John A. Logan (1S77). 

Indiana Joseph E. McDonald.. .(1881) Oliver P. Morton (1879). 

iBwa William B. Allison (1879I George G. Wright (1877). 

Kansas John J. Ingalls ('8791 James M. Harvey .('877). 

Kentucky^ Thomas C. McCreery...(l879) John W. Stevenson (18771. 

Lffuisiana (Vacancy) (1879) J. Rodman West (1877). 

Maine Hannibal Hamlin (1881) James G. Blainef (1877I. 

Maryland WiUiam P. Whyte..i....(l88l) Geoi^e R. Dennis (1879). 

Massachusetts Henry L. Dawea {18S1) George S. Boutwell (1877). 

Michigan Isaac P. Christiancy (1881) Thomas W. Ferry (1877). 

Minnesota S. J. R. McMillan (1881) William WJndom (1877), 

Mississippi Branch K. Bruce (1881) James L. Alcorn (1877). 

Missouri Francis M. Cockrell (1881) Lewis V. Bogy (1S79). 

Nebraska Algernon S. Paddock„.(l88l) Phineas W. Hitchcock... (1 87 7). 

Nevada William Sharon t (1881) John P. Jones (1877J. 

New Hampshire. B^nbcidge Wadleigh...(i879J Aaron A. Cragin ('877). 

New Jersey Theodore F. Rajidolph.{i88l) Fred'k. T. Frelinghuy5eii(i8771. 

New York Francis Kernan (lS8ii Roscoe Conkling (1879). 

North Carolina^..,, Augustus S. Merrinion..( 18791 Matthew W. Ransom (1877). 

Ohio Allen G. Tburman (1881) John Sherman (■879). 

Oregon John H. Mitchell (1S79) James K. Kelly (1H77)- 

j'ennsylmania William A. Wallace....* 1 881) Simon Cameron (1879). 

£ieds Island. Ambrose E. Bumside...(l88l) Henry B. Anthony (1877!. 

South Carolina.. John J. Patterson (1879) Thomas J. Robertson (1S77), 

Tennessee Daniel M. KeyJ (1881) Henry Cooper (1877). 

Texas. Samuel B. Maxey (1S81) Moi^n C. Hamilton (iS77). 

Vermont George F. Edmunds (1881) Justin S. Morrill (1879). 

Virginia. Robert E. Withers (1881) John W. Johnston (1877). 

West Virginia (Vacancy)V (1881) Henry G. Davis {r877). 

Wisconsin Angns Cameron -(1881) Timothy O. Howe (1879). 
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fill the vacancy caused by the death of Orris f 
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. by the resignation, July 7, 187! 
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the death of Allen T.Cap 



in place of Andrew Johiison, died July 31, 137s, v. 
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NoTR. — At the close of the previous session of 
flie Senate, Thomas W. Ferry, of Michigan, was 
elected President of the Senate fro tempore. 
Henry Wilson, Vice-President of the United 
States, died November 2jd, 1875. At the open- 
ing of the first regular session of t!4e Forty-fourth 
Congress, December 6th, 1875, Mr, Ferry re- 
sumed the chair. The questions which arose 
were settled by the Senate thus; January 10, 
1876, the Senale adopted these resolutions re- 
jwrted by the Committee on Privileges and Elec- 



a President pro 



Sesolved, That the t 
tempore of the Senate, 
does not expire at the meeting of Congress after 



the first recess, the Vice-President .not having ap- 
peared to take the chair. 

Sesolved, That the death of the Vice-President 
does not have the effect to vacate the office of 
President /m tempore of the Senate. 

Jiesolved, That the office of President pro tem- 
pore of the Senate is held at the pleasure of the 
Senate. 

The first resolution was agreed to — yeas 59, 

The second — yeas 6a, nays none. 

The third, January 12 — yeas 34, nays 15. 
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back and W. L. M'MillaJi, but Ih ht f 
either to it was not delennin d b) li b t 
though frequently considered din d b t d 
111 the Executive Session of 1 b t F ty 
Fourth Congress, March 4th, 875, t wa. 
vived, but not deteiinined, In the first regular 
session it was again considered, December 9, 
1875, Senator West presented the letter of W, 
L. M'MiUan, asking permission to withdraw froln 
the files of the Senate his credentials as Senatof 
elect from the State of Louisimia, which was 
granted December 15 — yeas 30, nays 28. Sena- 
tor Bayard, December ao, presented "a paper 
signed by John M'Enery, as Governor of Louis- 
iana, and purporting to be the credentials of 
Robert H. Marr, appointed a Senator to fill the 
vacancy occasioned by the resignation of Wil- 
liam L. M'Millan." Senator Thurman, January 
18, 1876, presented "papers purporting to be the 
credentials (rf J. B. Eustis, as a Senator from die 
State of Ixiuisiana for the term ending March 3, 
1879;" which, January 24, were referred to the 
Committee on PrivUeges and Elections. That 
Committee, January 28th, reported that "there is 
no vacancy in the office of Senator from the Stale 
of Louisiana, P. B. S. Pinchback having been 
elected in January, 1873, to the term beginning 
on the 4th of March, 1873." The question of 
seating Mr, Pinchback was considered and de- 
bated at different times from February 8 to March 
8, 1876, when if was decided. The question 
being on the adoption of Ihe resolution of the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections that Mr. 
Pinchback be admitted to the seat, 

Mr. Edmunds moved to insert the word 
" not" befote the word " admitted ;" which was 
agreed to — yeas 32, nays 29, as follow : 

Veas— Messrs. Bayard^ Capertoa, Chris- 
dancy, Coskrell, Cooper, Davis, Dennis, Eaton, 
Edmunds, EngHsh, Garden, jfohnson, yones of 
Florida, ^eily, £ernan, Key, McCrtery, Mc- 
Donald, Maxey, Merrimon, Mocrill of Maine, 
Morrill of Vermont, Norwood, Paddock, j?a»- 
dolph,Rmaom,Saithbury, Stevenson, Thurman, 
Wallace, Whyti, Withers— ^z. 

Nave— Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Boutwell, 
Bruce, Cameron of Pennsylvania, Conkling, 
Conover, Ccagin, Dorsey, Ferry, FreHnghuysen, 
Hamilton, Hamlin, Hatvey, Hitchcock, Howe, 
Ingalls, Jones of Nevada, Logan, McMillan, 
Mitchell, Morton, Patterson, Sargent, Sharon, 
Sherman, Spencer, West, Windom— 29. 

The resolution, as amended, was then agreed 
to, by the same vote. 

Tim House of RepresenlatiTes. 

Michael C. Kerr, of Indiana, Speaker. 

George M. Adams, of Kentucky, Clerk. 

Alabama — Jere Haralson, Jeremiah N. Will- 
iams, Taul Bradford, Charles Hays, John H. 
Caldwell, Goldsmith W. Hewitt, Butwell B. 
Lewis, William H. Forney — 8. 

Arkansas— iMaoi C, Gause, William F. 
Siemens, William W. Wilshure, Thomas M. 
Gunter — 4. 

California— ^WWiia. A. Piper, Horace F. 
Page, John K. Lutlrell, Peter D. Wigginton— 
4- 

Connecticut — George M. Landers, James 



Phelps, John T. Wait,* William H. Biirnmn,t 



Georgia — Julian Harlridge, William E. Smith, 
Philip Cook, Henry R. Harris, MilKm A. Can- 
dler, James H. Bloimt, William H. Felton, 
Alexander H. Stephens, Benjamin IL Hill—g. 

Illinois— BeraaxA G. Caulfield, Carter H. 



Alexander Campbell, Greenbuty L. Fort, 
Richard H. Whidng, John C. Bagby, Scott 
Wike, William M. Springer, Adiai E. Steven- 
son, Joseph G. Cannon, John R. Eden, Wm. A. 
J. Sparks, Wilham R. Morrison, William Hart- 
sell, William B. Anderson — 19. 

Indiana— 'Be-aaai S. Fuller, James D. Will- 
iams, Michael C. Keif, Jeptha U. New, Will- 
iam S. Holman, Milton S. Robinson, Franklin 
Landers, Morton C. Hunter, Thomas J. Cason, 
William S. Haymond, James L. Evans, Andrew 
H. Hamilton, John H. Baiter— 13. 

/i!W3— George W. McCrary, John Q. Tufts, 
Lucien L. Ainsworth, Henry O. Pratt, James 
Wilson, Eiekiel S. Sampson, John A. Kasson, 
James W. McDill, Addison Oliver— 9. 

Xojuat— William A. Phillips, John R. Goodin, 
William R. Brown— 3. 

Kentucky — Andrew R. Boone, John Young 
Brown, Charles W. Milliken, J. Proctor Knott, 
Edward Y. ParsonSjJ Thomas L. Jones, Joseph 
C. S. Blackburn, Milton J. Durham, John D. 
White, John B. Clarke— 10. 

ioaijinnn— Randall L. Gibson, E. John Ellis, 
Chester B. Darrali, William M. Levy, William 
B. Spencer,1[ Charles E. Nash— 6. 

Maine— John H. Burleigh, William P. Frye, 
■James G. Blaine,** Harris M. Plaisted, Eugene 
Hale— 5. 

Maryland— Fhilip F. Thomas, Charles B, 
Roberts, William J. O'Brien, Thomas Swnnn, 
Eli J. Henkle, William Walsh— 6. 

MassacAmells—Wima.a\ W. Crapo,ff Ben- 
jamin W. Harris, Heniy L. Pierce, Rufus S. 
Frost,t J Nathaniel P. Banks, Charles P. Thomp- 
son, John K. Tarbox, William Wirt Warren, 
George F. Hoar, Julius H. Seelye, Chester W. 
Chapin— II. 

Michigan — Alpheus S. Williams, Henry Wal- 
dron, George Willard, Allen Potter, William B. 
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Williams, George H. Duranii, Omar D. Conger, 
Nathan B. Bradley, Jay A. HubbeU— 9. 

Minn^sola — Mark H. Dunnell, Horace B. 
Strait, William S. King— 3. 

Mississippi— l.v.Q.\^i=, Q. C, Lamar, G. Wiley 
Wells, Hernando D. Money, Otho R. Singleton, 
Charles E, Hooker, John R. Lynch— 6. 

Missouri— 'EAvia.rA C. Kehr, Eraslus Wells, 
William H. Stone, Robert A. Hatcher, Richard 
P. Bland, Charles H.,Morgan, John F. Pliilips, 
Benjamin J, Franklin, David Rea, Reiin A. De- 
Bolt, John B. Clark, jr., John M. Glover, Aylett 
H. Buekner — 13. 

Nebraska — Lorenzo Crounse — 1. 

Nevada — William Woodburii — I. 

Naa Hampshire — Frank Jones, Samuel N. 
Bell, Henry W. Blair— 3. 

Nae yersey — Clement H. Sinnickson, Samuel 
A. Dobbins, Miles Ross, Robert Hamilton, Au- 
gustus W. Cutler, Frederick H. Teese, Augustus 
A. HM-denbergh — 7, 

New K>rA— Henry B. Metcjalfe, John G, 
Schumaker, Simeon B. Chittenden, Archibald 
M. Bliss, Edwin R. Meade, Samuel S. Cox, 
Smith Ely, jr., Elijah Ward, Fernando Wood, 
Abram S. Hewitt, Beniamin A. Willis, N. 
Holmes Odell, John O. Whitehouse, George M. 
Beebe, John H. Bagley, jr., Charles H. Adams, 
Martin I. Townsend, Andrew Williams, William 
A, Wheeler, Henry H. Hathorn, Samuel F. 
Miller, George A. Bagley, Scott Lord, William 
H. Baker, Eiias W. Leavenworth, Clinton D. 
MacDougall, Elbridge G. Lapham, Thomas C. 
Piatt, Charles C. B. Walker, John M. Davy, 
George G. Hoskins, Lyman K. Bass, Nelson I. 
Norton — 33. 

North Carolina— ]me J. Yeales, John A. 
Hyman, Alfred M. Waddell, Joseph J. Davis, 
Alfred M. Scales, Thomas S. Ashe, William M. 
Kobbins, Robert B. Vance— 8. 

0.410- Milton Sayler, Henry B. Banning, 
John S. Sav^e, John A. McMahon, Americus 
V. Rice, Frank H. Huril, Lawrence T. Neal, 
William Lawrence, Earley F. Poppieton, Charles 
Foster, John L. Vance, Ansel T, Walling, Mil- 
ton I. Southard, Jacob P. Cowan, Nelson H. 
Van Vorhes, LOTenzo Danford, Laurin D. 
Woodworth, James Monroe, James A. Garfield, 
Henry B. Payne — 20. 

Pennsylvania — Chapman Freeman, Charles 
O'Neill, Samuel J. Randall, William D. Kelley, 

Khn Robbins, Washington Townsend, Alan 
ood, jr., Hiester Clymer, A. Herr Smith, 



William Mutchler, Francis D. CoUms, Winthrop 
W. Keichum, James B. Reilly, John B. Packer, 
Joseph Powell, Sobieski Ross, John Reilly, 
William S. Stenger, Levi Maish Levi A. 
Mackey, Jacob Turney, James H. Hopkins, 
Alexander G. Cochrane, John W. Wallace, 
George A. Jenks, James Sheakley, Albert G. 
Egbert — 27. 

£Aode Island- — Benjamin T. Eames, Latimer 
W. Ballou— 2. 

South Carolina — Joseph H. Raiiiey, Edmund 
W. M. Mackey,* Solomon L, Hoge, Alexander 
S, Wallace, Robert Smalls— 5. 

Tennessee — William McFarland, Jacob M. 
Thornburgh, George G. Dibtell, Haywood Y. 
Riddle,t John M. Bright, John F. House, Wash- 
ington C, Whitthome, John D. C. Atkins, Wilham 
P. Caldwell, Casey Young — 10. 

TVarflJ— John H, Reagan, David B. Culberson, 
James W. Throckmorton, Roger Q. Mills, John 
Hancock, Gusfave Schleicher— 6. 

Vermont — Charles H. Joyce, Dudley C. Deni- 
son, George W. Hendee—J. 

Vii^nia — Beverly B. Douglas, John Goode, 
jr.,t Gilbert C. Walker, Wilham H. H. StoweU, 
George C. Cabell, John R. Tncker, John T. Har- 
ris, Eppa Hunton, William Terry— 9. 

West riV^iHio— Benjamin Wilson, Charles J. 
Faulkner, Frank Hereford — 3. 

Wisconsin— Charles G. Williams, Luclen B. 
Caswell, Henry S. Magoon, William P. Lynde, 
Samuel D. Burchard, Alanson M. Kimball, Jere- 
miah M. Rusk, George W. Gate— 8. 



Arizona — Hiram S. Stevens. 
a'/fl?-a(fo— Thomas M. Patterson. 
Z)a:im'fl— Jefferson P. Kidder. 
/a'o.Jo— Stephen S. Fenn.g 
Moniana — Martin McGinnis. 
New J/jjvfo— Stephen B. Elkins. 
l/ta& — George Q. Cannon. 
Washing/on — Orange Jacobs, 
Wyoming — William R. Steele. 
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XIV. 

DECUKATORY RESOLUTIONS IN SENATE AND HOUSE. 



The Theory of GoTermncDt. 

In Senate. 

1875, December 15 — Mr. Morton submitted 
the followine : 

Resolved by the Senate, {ike House of Ripre- 
tentalives concurring,) That the people of the 
United States constitute a nation, and are one 
people in the sense of national unity. 

Sesehied, That the Government of the United 



States is not a compact between the States, in 
their municipal and corporate characters, but was 
formed by the people of the United States in their 
primary capacity; that the rights of the States 
are defined and guaranteed by the Constitution, 
and not by any outside theory of State sovereignty ; 
and that the rights of the States cannot be en- 
larged or diminished except by an amendment 
to the Constitution. 
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Stsolvid, That the rights of the States have 
the same sanction and security in the Constitu- 
tion as the lights and powers of the National 
Government, and that local domestic government 
hythe States, within the limits of the Conslitntion, 
is an essendaJpart of our free republican system. 

Sesobiid, Vaii. the doctrine that a State has 
the right to secede from the Union is inconsistent 
with the idea of nationality, is in conflict with 
the spirit and structure of the Constitution, and 
should he regarded as having been forever ex- 
tinguished by the suppression of the rebellion. 
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In Senate. 

1876, January 10 — Mr. Whyte submitted the 
following : 

Resolved by the Senate, {the House ofSepreseH- 
taiivis cencurriTig,) That the people of the sev- 
eral States, acting in their hi^est sovereign ca- 
pacity as free and independent States, adopted 
the Federal Constitution and established a form 
of government in the nature of a confederated 
republic, and for the purpose of carrying into ef- 
fect the objects for which it was formed, dele- 

ated in said Constitution, but reserved to the 
States respectively or to the people thereof all 
the residuary powers not delegated to the United 
Slates by the Constitution nor prohibited by it to 
the States. 

No vote was reached. 

Appointments to Office. 

In House. 

1S7S, December 14th— Mr. Fort offered the 
following : 

Resolved, That in all subordinate appointments, 
under any of the officers of this House, it is the 
judgment of this House that wounded Union 
soldiers, who are not disabled from performance 
of duty, should be preferred. 

And he demanded the previous question, but 
the House refused to second it. 

Mr. Cox submitted the following amendment 
in the nature of a substitute ; 

Sesokied, That inasmuch as the Union of the 
States has been restored, all the citizens thereof 
are entitled to consideration in all appointments 
to offices under this Government. 

And he moved the reference to the Committee 
on Accounts, which was agreed to — yeas 168, 
nays 102 (not voting 19), as follow: 

Veas — Messrs. Ainsworth, Anderson, Ashe, 
Atkins, Bagby, J. H. Bagley,yr., Sannin^, Bar- 
num, Beebe, S. N. Bell, Blaekhum, Bland, Bliss, 
BlouHt, Boone, Bradford, Bright, J. V. Brown, 
Buciner, S. D. Burchard, Cabell, J. H. Caldwell, 
W. P. Caldwea, Candler, Cote, Caulfield, Chapin, 
Chittenden, y. B. ClarMe, y. S. Clark, Jr., 
Clymer, Cochrane, Cook, Onvan, Cox, Culber- 
son, Cutler, yoseph y. Davis, DeBolt, Dibrell, 
Douglas, Durand, Eden, Egbert, ElUs, Ely, 
Faidkner, Felton, Forney, Franklin, Fuller, 
Vause, Gibson, Glover, Goode, Gunler, A. 
H. Hamilton, S. Hamilton, Hancock, Har- 
denbergk, H. M. Harris, y. T. Harris, C. H. 
Harrison, Hartridge, Hartzell, Hatcher, Hay- 
mond, Hereford, A. S. Hewitt, G. W. Hernia, 



Hill, Holman, Hooker, Hopkins, Home, Hun- 
ten, Hurd, yenks, F. yones, T. L. yenci, Kchr. 
Knott, Lamar, F. Landers, G, M. Landers, 
Lane, Levy, B. B. Lends, Ldrd, Lullrell, Lynde, 
Maish, McFarland, McMahen, Meade, Metcalfe, 
Milliken, Mills, Money, Morgan, Morrison, 
Mutchler, Neal, New, O'Brien, OdeU, E. Y. Par- 
Payne, y. Phelps, y. F. Philips, Piper, Fop- 
pleion, Randall D. Rea, Reagan, y. Reitly, y. 

B. RHlly,A. V. Rice, y. Robbins, W. M. Sobbins, 
M. Ross, Savage, M. Sayler, Scales, Schlticher, y. 
G. Sciumaktr, Seelye, Sieailey, Singleton, Sle- 
mons, W. E. Smith, Southard i^arks, ^ringer, 
Stenger, Stone, Swann, Tarbox, Teese, Terry, 

C. P. Thompson P. P. Thomas, Throckmorton, 
Tucker, Tumey, % L. Vance, R. B. Vance, 
Waddell, C. C. B. Walker, G. C. Walker, Wal- 
ling, Ward, Warren, E. Wells, WhUehome, 
WAitthorne, Wigginton, Wike, A. S. Williams, 
y. WilUams, y. D. Williams, y. N. Williams. 
Willis, Wilshire, B. Wilson, F. Wood, Yeates, 
C. Young—ibi. 

Nays— Messrs. C. H. Adams, G. A. Bagley, 
J. H. Baker, W. H. Balier, BaUou, Blaine, Blair, 
Bradley, W. R. Brown, H. C. Bmchard, Bur- 
leigh. Cannon, Cason, Caswell, Conger, Crapo, 
Crounse, Danford, Darrall, Davy, Deniaon, Dob- 
bins, Bunnell, Earaes, Evans, Farwell, Fort, 
Foster, C. Freeman, Frost, Frye, Garfield, Goodin, 
E. Hale, Haralson, B. W. Harris, Henderson, 
G. F. Hoar, Hoge, Moskins, Hubbell, Hunter, 
Hurlbut, Hyman, Joyce, Kasson, Kelley, 
Ketchum,Kimball,King,Lapham,W. Lawrence, 
Lynch, Magoon, MacDougaO, McCrary, J. W. 
McDill, Miller, Monroe, Nadi, Norton, Oliver, 
O'Neill, Packer, V3.ge, W. A. Phillips, Pierce, 
Plaisted, Pratt, Purman, Raine^, M. S. Robinson, 
S. Ross, Rusk, Sampson, Sionickson, R. Smalls, 
A. H. Smith, Starkweather, Stevenson. Sloweil, 
Strait, Thornburgh, M. I. Townsend, W. Town- 
send, Tufts, Van Vorhes, Waldron, A. S. Wal- 
iace, 1. W. Wallace, Walls, G. W. Wells, 
Wheeler, J. D. White, Whiting, 0. Willard, C 
G. Williams, W. B. Williams, J. Wilson, A. 
Wood, jr., Woodbufn, Woodworth — 102. 

1876, January 5 — Mr. Cason offered the fol- 
lowing: 

Whereasthe people of these United States have 
lately passed through an internecine war, in 
whidi one section of the country has been ar- 
rayed agamst the other, brother against brother, 
and father against son ; and whereas we owe the 
preservation of the Union, the establishment of 



peace. 



md the enforcement of law and order, to 



the bravery and patriotic devotion of the loyal 
soldiers to the Union and its cause : Therefore, 
Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, 
That we recognize the brave and gallant services 
rendered by the loyal soldier to his country iu 
the time of its greatest need and peril, and that 
we do earnestly recommend to the people of our 
common country the utmost care and watchful- 
ness over the rights and interests of these brave 
men, securing to each one in need employment, 
and to such and their families the necessaries and 
common comforts of life; and in all cases of 
public employment and in the bestowment of the 
emoluments of office, that, all other things being 
equal, the soldier should have the preference 
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over the dvilian; and, as one branch of the 
legislative department of this Government, we 
are in favor of laws being enacted hy Congress 
giving lit>eFal pensions to the diseased and crip- 
pled soldiers, and to the widows and children 
and dependent fathers and mothers of those who 
have died of wounds or diseases contracted while 
in the service of the Union Army, and to each 
living soldier, and to the widows and heirs of 
those dead, such bounties and homesteads as a 
generous Government can afford to those who 
have won and preserved to the nation its unity 
and ConstiEution. 

On which he demanded the previous question, 
and it was seconded, yeas 143, nays 9; and the 

Same day Mr, FORT offered the following : 

Rfsolned, That the doctrine just announced by 
the House in the resolution of the gentleman 
from Indiana (Mr. Cason) is so wise and just 
tiiat in the judgment of this House it should be 
followed by officers of the House in filling 
subordinate places under their authority ; and 
that in all such cases they are hereby instructed 
to give to well -qualified Union soldiers prefer- 
ence over soldiers of the late confederate army. 

On which he demanded the previous question, 
but it was not seconded, yeas 78, nays 103. 

Mr. F. Wood moved its reference to the 
Committee on the Centennial Celebration ; which 
was agreed to — yeas 1 2a, nays 93 (not voting 

Yeas— Messts. Aske, Aliins, Bagby, y. H. 
Bagley,jr., Bland, Btouat, Booae, Bradford, 
Bright, y. Y. Brown, Buckaer, S. D. Bur- 
chard, Cabell, y. H. CaldwHl, W. P. Cald'well, 
Candler, Chapm, y. B. Uari, jr., Clymir, 
Cechraiie, Cook, Oraian, Cox, Culiirson, Culler, 
Joseph y. Havii, DeBolt, Diirdt, Douglas, 
Durham, Edm, Egbert, FatUkner, Felton, For- 
ney, Franklin, Fuller, Cause, GUnier, Goode, 

A. H. Hamilloa, S. HamiUon, Hanceek, H. 
E. Harris, y. T. Harris.) C. H. Harrison, 
Matcher, Hereford, A. S. HemiU, Hill, Hooker, 
Hopkins, House, Hunton, yenks, G. M. Loa- 
ders, Lane, Levy, Lord, Lynde, L. A. Mackey, 
Maish, McFarland, McMahan, Metcalfe, Milli- 
ken. Mills, Money, Morrison, Mutchler, New, 
O'Brien, E. K Parsons, y. Phelps, y, F. Philips, 
Piper, Poppleton, Powell, Randall, D. Rea, Rea- 
gan, y. Reillv, y B. XeiUy, Riddle, y. RobUns, 

IV. M. Rabbins, C. B. Roberts, M. Ross, M. 
Sayler, Schliicker, Sheahley, Singleton, Slemons, 
IV. E. Smith, Southard, Springer, Stenger, 
Stone, Tarbox, Terry, C. P. Thompson, 
Throckmorton, Tucker, Tumty, y. L. Vance, 
Waddetl, IValling, Walsh. Ward. Warren, E- 
Wells, WhUthorne, Wike, y. Williams, y. D. 
WUliains, y. H. WiUiams, Willis, Wilshire, 

B. Wilson, F. Wood, Yeates, C. Young— 13.2. 
Navs — Messrs Ainsworth, Anderson, J. H, 

Baker, W. H. Baker, Ballon, BANKS, Bliune, Blair, 
W. R. Brown, H. C. Burchard, Burleigh, Cannon, 
Cason, Caulfield, Chittenden, Conger, Crapo, 
Crounse, Danford, Davy, Denison, Dobbins, 
Dunnell, Eames, Farwell, Fort, C. Freeman, Frost, 
Frye, Garfield, Goodin, E. Hale, Haralson, B. 
W. Harris, Hartxell, Hendee, Henderson, 
Helman, Hoskius, Hubbell, Hiwlbut, Hyraan, 



Joyce, Kasson, Kelley, Kimball, Laphani, W. 
Lawrence, Leavenworth, Lynch, McCrary, J. 
W. McDill, Monroe, Morey, Neal, Norton, 
Oliver, O'Neill, Page, W. A. Phillips, Kerce, 
Plaisted, Rirman, Rainey, M. S. Robinson, S. 
Ross, Rusk, Sampson, Sa'vage, Seelye, Sinnick- 
son, R. Smalls, A. H. Smith, Starkweather, 
Stevenson, Thombui^h, M. I. Townsend, W. 
Townsend, Tufts, Van Vorhes, Waldron, Wheel- 
er, J. D. White, Whiting, G. Willard, A. Wil- 
liams, A. S. WiUiams, C. G. Williams, W. R, 
Williams, J. Wilson, A. Wood, jr. Woodburn, 
Wood worth — 93. 

Same day — Mr. CARTER H. Harrison offered 
the following; 

Resolved, That in the disbibution of the pat- 
ronage under the House of Representatives and 
in the Government generally, those duly elected, 
and who by law have the appointment of subordi- 
nates, should regard the Jeffersonian test — is he 
honest? is he faithful? is he capable? — and that 
recent events in Federal administration give 
peculiar emphasis to this democratic sentiment. 

On which the previous question was demanded 
and seconded, and the resolution passed. 

January 6 — Mr. New offered the following! 
ResBliied, That the fraternal feeling and 
good-will now existing in all sections of the 
Union, and the manifest disposition and purpose 
of the men who battled against each other in the 
iate civil war to join hands as one people in the 
future is a most auspicious ushering in of the 
centennial year; and while the people are thus 
mailing an honest effort to live together in peace 
and uphold the same flag for an undivided coun- 
try, their representatives in Congress should do 
no act which will unnecessarily disturb the patri- 
odc concord now existing and increasing, or wan- 
tonly revive the bitter memories of the past, 

Which was unanimously agreed to— yeas 250, 
nays o (not voting 40). 

Resumptlou of Specie Pa;; jnents. 

December 15 — Mr. Eugene Hale offered the 
following preamble and resolutions : 

Whereas the country is suffering under the evils 
of an irredeemable currency, which causes uncer- 
tainty in business and stimulates speculation, to 
the prejudice of legitimate business and labor; 
and whereas berth politicsd parties in the United 
States stand committed against repudiation and 
in favor of a speedy return to specie payment; 
and whereas Congress establishea a like policy in 
the act of March 16, 1S69, which was followed 
by the act of January 14, 1875, providing for the 
resumption of specie payments on the 1st day of 
January, 1879; therefore 

Resolved, That, in the judgment of this House, 
prompt legislative measures should be taken to 
render said act of Janiiaiy 14, 1S75, effective, by 
placing in the hands of the Secretary of the 
Treasury whatever power may be necessary to 

And he demanded the previous question upon 
it i but the House refused to second the same on 
a eount—ayes 75, noes 143. Aud it was referred 
to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

Subsidies to Railroads. 

December 15 — Mr. Holman offered the fol- 
lowing ; J 
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Resolved, That in the judgment of Ihis House, 
in the present condition of the financial affeirs of 
the Government, no subsidies in money, bonds, 
public lands, indorsements, or by pledge of the 
public credit, should be granted by Congress to 
associations or corporations engaged or proposing 
to engage in public or private enterpnses ; and 
that all appropriations from the public treasury 
ought to be limited at this time to such amounts 
only as shall be imperatively demanded by the 

Which was agreed to— yeas 223, nays 33, (not 
voting 33,) as follow : 

Yeas— Messrs. C. H. kAaias,Ainswortk,K'»- 
DEESON, Ashe, Bagby, G. A. Eagley, y. H. Bag- 
^^y^ /''■. J- H. Baker, W. H. Baker, BaJlou, Bim- 
ning, Beebe, S. N. Bell, Blacihim, Blaine, Blair, 
Blam/, Bliss, Eloimt, Boone, Bradford, Bradley, 
y. y. Brmea, W. R. Brown, H. C. Burehard, 
S. £>. Bunhard, Burleigh, y. H. Caldwell, W. 
P. Caldwell, Campbell, Candler, Cannon, Cason, 
Caswell, Cote, Caalfitld, C&apiit, Chittenden, y. 

B. Qarks, y. B. C[ark,jr.,dynter,Cochrane, Col- 
lins, Conger, Cook, Cotaaii, Cox, Crapo, Crounse, 
Culberson, Cutler, Danford, yos^k y. Davis, 
Davy, DeBolt, DenisoB, Sibrell, Dobbins, Du- 
rand, Eames, Eden, Egbert, Ellis, Ely, Evans, 
Faulkner, FeltoH, Forney, Fort, Foster, J^anklia, 

C. Freeman, Frost, Frye, FaUer, Garfield, Cause, 
Gibson, Glover, Goodm, denier, E. Hale, A. H. 
Hamilton, R. Hamilton, Haralson, Hardenbergh, 
B. W. Harris, N. R. Harris, C. H. Harrison, 
Hariridge, Harlsell, Hatcher, Haymond, Hen- 
derson, Henkle, Hereford, A. S. Hewitt, G. IV. 
Hewitt, Hill, G. F. Hoar, Holman, Hooker, 
Hopkins, Hoskins, Hubbell, Hnnter, Hurd, 
yeaks, F. yones, Joyce, Kasson, Ketchum, 
Kimball, King, FTnatt, F. Landers, G. M. Lan- 
ders, Lapham, W. Lawrence, Leavenworth, Levy, 
B. B. Lewis, Lord, L-uttrell, Lynch, Lynde, L. 
A. Mackey, Magoon, Maisk, MacDougall, Mc- 
Crary, J. W. McDill, McFarland, McMahon, 
Metcalfe, Miller, Milliken, Money, Monroe, 
Morgan, Morrison, MuUhler, Nash, //eal, Neta, 
Norton, O'Brien, Odell, Oliver, Packer, Page, 
Payne, 7. F. Philips, W. A. Phillips, Pierce, 
Piper, Plaisted, Foppleton, A. Potter, Rainey, 
Randall, D. Rea, y. B. Reilly, A. V. Rice, y. 
Robiins, W. M. Sobbins, C. B. Roberts, M. S, 
Robinson, M. Rosi, Rusk, Sampson, Savage, M. 
Sayler, Scales, Sckumaker, Seelye, Sheakley, 
Singleton, Sinnickson, A, H. Smith, W. E. Smith, 
Southard, Sparks, Springer, Starkweather, Sten- 
ger, Stevenson, StoweU, Tarbox, Teese, C. P. 

Thompson, P. F. Thomas, Thomburgh, M, I. 
Townsend, Tufts, Tkrney, Van Vorhes, y. L. 
Vance, Waddell, Waldron, C. C. B. Walker, 
A. S. Wallace, Walling, Ward, Warren, 
Wheeler, Whiting, Wkitthome, Wigginton, 
Wike, G. WBlard, A. S. Williams, C. G. Wil- 
liams, y. Williams, y. D. Williams, y.H. Wil- 
liams, W, B, Williams, Willis, B. Wilson, J. 
■Wilson, A. Wood, jr., F. IVood, Woodworth— 
223. 

Nays — Messrs. Cabell, Darrall, Douglas, Dun- 
nel), Coode, Hancock, y. T. Harris, House, 
Htmton, Hyraan, T. L. Jones, KeUey, Lamarf 
MUls, Morey, O'Neill, E. V. Parsons, Reagan, 
y. Reilly, Siemens, R. Smalls, Strait, Stone, 
Terry, Throckmorton, lucier, R. B. Vance, 



On "Third Term." 

December 1 5-— Mr. Springer offered the fol- 
lowing: 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of th Hue 
the precedent established by Wash ngio and 
other Presidents of the United States, n I ng 
from the presidenlia! office after th i 

term, has become, by universal concu en e a 
part of our republican system of govemme t and 
that any departure from this time h o ed 
custom would be unwise, unpatriotic, and fraught 
with peril to our free institutions. 

Which was agreed to — yeas 234, nays 18 (not 
voting 37), as follow: 

Yeas — Messis. C. H. Adams, Ainsworth, An- 
DERS0H,-4jfe, Atkins, G. A. Bagley, y. H. Bag- 
ley, Jr., J. H. Baker, W. H. Baker, Baliou, Ban- 
ning, Beebe, S. N. Bell, Blackbtim,BMr,Bland, 
Blount, Boone, Bradford, Bright, y. Y. Brown, 
W. R. Brown, Buckner, H. C. Bnrchard, S. D. 
Burchard, Burleigh, Cabell, y. H. Caldwell, 
W. P. Caldwell,CA!trBEVL, Candler, Csson, Gate, 
Caulfield, Chopin, Chittenden, y. B. Clarke, 
y. B. Clark, Jr., Clymer, Cochrane, Collins, 
Conger, Cook, Cowan, Cox, ^rapo, Ctounse, 
Culberson, Cutler, Danford, Darrall, yosepA J. 
Davis, Davy, DeBolt, Dibrell, Douglas, Dnn- 
nell, Durand, Eames, Eden, Egbert, Ellis, Ely, 
Evans, Faulkner, FeSon, Forney, Fort, Foster, 
Fnmklin, C. Freeman, F^ost, Frye, Puller, Gar- 
field, Cause, Gibson, Glover, Goode; Goodin, 
Gunter, E. Hale, A. H. Hamilton, R. Hamiltim, 
Hancock, Hardenbergh. B. W. Harris, H. £. 
Harris, y. T. Harris, C. H. Harrison, Hari- 
ridge, Hartzell, Hatcher, Hathom, Haymond, 
Henderson, Henkle, Hereford, A. S. Hewitt, G. 
W. Hewitt, Hill. G. F. Hoar, Holman, Hooker, 
Hopkins, Hoskins, House, Hunter, Ifunton, 
Jenks, F. yones, T. L. jfones, Joyce, Kasson, 
KeUey, Ketchup, JCnott, F. Zanders, G. M. 
Landers, Lane, Lapham, W. Lawrence, Leaven- 
worth, Levy, B. B. Lewis, Lord, Luitrell, Lynde, 
L. A. Mackey. Maish, McCraty, J. W. McDill, 
McMahon, Metcaff'c, Miller, Milliken, Mills, 
Monty, Monroe, Morgan, Morrison, Midchler, 
Heal. Hew, Norton, O'Brien, Odell, Oliver, 
O'Neill, Packer, E. Y. ParsofH, Payne, y. P. 
Philips, W, A. Phillips, fierce. Piper. Poppleton, 
A.FoTrEtL,PovKll,Randall,D. Rea, Reagan, y. 
Reilly. y. B. Reilly. A. V. Rice. y. Robbins, W. 
M. Robbins, C. B. Roberts, M. S. Robinson, M. 
Ross, S, Ross, Sampson, Savage, M. Sayler, Scales, 
Schumaker, Seeiye, Sheakley, Singleton, Sinnick- 
son, A. H. Smith, W. E. Smith, Southard, Sparks, 
Springer, Starkweather, Slenger, Stevenson, Stone, 
Swann. Tarbox, Teese, Terry j C. P. Thompson, P. 
F. Thomas, Throckmorton, M. I. Townsend, W. 
Townsend, Tucker, Tufts, Turney, Van Vorhes, 
y. L. Vance, S. B. Vance, Waddell. Waldroii, 
C. C. B. Walker, G. C. Walker, J W Wallace, 
Walling, Walsh, Ward, Warren, E Wells, 
Wheeler, Whitehouse, Whttthome, Wigginton, 
Wike. G. WUlard, A. SrWillisms, C G Wil 
liams, y. Williams. 7. D Williams, J JV 
Williams,W.B.yfimaras, Willis B Wilson, J 
Wilson, A. Wood, jr., F Wood, Woodworth, 
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Nays — Messrs. Bradley, Denison, Haralson, 
Hoge, Hubbell, Hyman, Lynch, MacDougall, 
Nash, Page, Plaisted, Pratt, R. Smalls, A. S. 
■Wallace, Walls, G. W. Wells, J, D. White, 
Whiting — 18. 

December 17 — Mi:. Pagb offered the follow- 
ing: 

Wliereas the Constitution of the United States, 
as framed by the fathers of the republic, imposes 
no limit upon the eligibility of any citizen to the 
office of President further than that he shall be 
native-born and of a certain age and time of 
residence ; Therefore be it 

Risolvid, That in the judgment of this House 
the right of selecting candidates for the office of 
PresiderU: caji only be lawfully exercised by the 
people under existing constitutional restrictions, 
and has newer been delegated by the people to 
the House of Representatives or to any members 
of the same, and that any attempt by the House 
of Representatives to limit or forestall the public 
vril! on a question of such importance is an in- 
"vasion of powers reserved to the people at large, 
to be freely CKercised by them without any in- 
terference from any legislative body whatever. 

And he demanded the previous question upon 
it, but the House refused — yeas 30, nays 89. 

May 22 — -The resolution coming up, 

Mr. C. H. Haerison and Mr. Bloumt moved 
to lay it on the table ; which was agreed to — 
yeas 147, nays 81 (not voting 60), as follow ; 

Yeas— Messrs. Ashe, Atkins, Bagby, J. H. 
BagUy,jr., Beibe, S. N. Bell, Blackburn, Bland, 
Bliss, Bleuat, Boone, Bradford, Bright, y. Y. 
Brovm, Buckmr, S. D. Burchard, Caiell, J. H. 
Caldwell, W. P. Caldwell, Candlir, Cate, y. B. 
Clarke, y. B. Clark, jr., Clymer, Collins, Cook, 
Cowaa, Culitrson, Cutler, yoseph J. Davis, De- 
Boll, Dibrell, Durand, Durham, Eden, Egbert, 
EIHs, Ely, Faulkner, Felton, Finley, Forney, 
Franilin, Fuller, Goose, Gibson, Glover, Goode, 
Guuler, A. H Hamilton, R. Hamilton, Han- 
cock, Hardenbergh, H. R. Harris, y, T. Har- 
ris, C. H. Harrison, Hartrtdge, HartieU, 
Hatcher, Haymond, Henkte, Hereford, A. S. 
Hn«itl, G. W. Hewitt, Hill, Hooker, Hopkins, 
House, Huntim, Hard, yenks, F. yoaes, T. L. 
Jones, Kehr, Knott, Lavtar, F. Landers, G. 
M. Landers, Le Moyne, Levy, £. B. Lfmis, 
Lord, Luttrell, McFarland, Metcalfe, Millihen, 
Mills, Money, Morgan, Mulchler, JVeal, Hem, 
Oliver, £. K Parsons, Payne, y. F. Philips, 
Kerce, P^, Fofpletgn, Powell, Randall, D. 
Sea, Reagaa,y.Reilly,y.B.Reilly,A. V.Rice, 
Riddle, y. Bobbins, W. M. Rabbins, C. B. Rob- 
erts, M. Ross, Savage, M. Sayler, Scales, 
Schleicher, Seelye, Singleton, Sletnons, fV. E. 
Smith, Southard, Sparks, Springxr, Stenger, 
Stone, Tarbox, Teese, Terry, C. P. Thompson, 
Throckmorton, Tucker, Tumey, R. B. Vattce, 
WaddeU, C. C. B. Walker, G. C. Walker, Wall- 
ing, WaUk, Warren, Wkitlhorne, Wike, j. 
Williams, y. D. Williams, J. N. Williams, 
Willis, F. Wood, Veates, C. Young— 147. 

Nays — Messrs. C. H. Adams, Ainswortk, 
Anderson, J, H. Baker, W. H. Baker, Ballou, 
Banks, Bass, Bradley, W. R. Brown, H. C. 
Burchard, Burleigh, Campbell, Caswell, Conger, 
Crapo, Danford, Davy, Denison, Bunnell, Eames, 
Fort, Foster, C. Freeman, Fjosl, Frye, Gmdin, 



E. Hale, Haralson, B. W. Harris, Hathom, 
Hendee, Hoge, Hoskins, Hunter, Hyman, Kas- 
son, Kelley, Ketchum, W. Lawrence, Leaven- 
worth, Lynch, Lynde, E. W. M. Macltey, Ma- 
goon, McDougall, McCrary, J. W. McDill, 
Monroe, Morey, Nash, Norton, O'Neill, Packer, 
Page, W. A. Phillips, Plaisted, T. C. Piatt, A. 
Potter, Pratt, Rainey, S. Ross, Rusk, Samiraon, 
Sinnickson, R. Smalls, Thomburgh, M. I. 
Townsend, W. Townsend, Tufts, Wait, Waldron. 

A. S. Wallace, I. W. Wallace, G. W. Welis, 
J. D. White, G. Wiilard, C. G. Williams, W. B. 
Wilhams, J. Wilson, A. Wood, jr., Woodbum 
—82. 

" The People a Kation." 

1876, March i3^Mr. John H. Baker moved 
to suspend the rules so as to enable him to sub- 
mit and the House to agree to, the following 
resolution : 

Resohed, That the people of the United States 
constitute one nation and not a mere confederacy 
of States or nations; that the Constitution was 
formed by the people acting in their primary and 
individual capacity through their delegates 
thereto duly constituted ; that the Government 
under the Constitution is one of the people, by 
the people, and for the people; that in its appro- 
priate sphere the Government of this nation is 
sovereign and supreme ; that in its nature it is 
permanent and indissoluble except by the act and 
consent of the whole people ; that no Stale has 
the right or authority to judge of the constitu- 
tionality of the laws enacted by it, and to nullify 
or resist the execution of the same ; and that aU 
overt acts by any State or the people thereof of 
secession therefrom, or of rebellion against the 
same, constitute treason; and Ihat the late warof 
the rebellion far the dismemberment of the Union 
was causeless and indefensible on any theory of 
right or con^itutional law. 

Which was disagreed to — yeas 97, nays 75, 
ncrt voting 117, as follow r 

Yeas — Messrs, Ainswortk, Anderson, J. H. 
Baker, BaUou, Bass, Blaine, Bradley, W. R. 
Brown, H. C. Burchard, Campbell, Cannon, 
Cason, Caswell, Chittenden, Conger, Danford, 
Davy, Denison, Dobbins, Dunnell, Dnrand, 
Eames, Evans, Farwell, Fort, Foster, Frost, 
Ceodin, A. H. Hamilton, Hardenbergh, B. W. 
Harris, Hathom, Haymond, Hendee, Henderson, 
G. F. Hoar, Hoskins, Hubbell, Hunter, Hyman, 
Jenks, Joyce, Kasson, Kehr, Kelley, Lapham, 
W. Lawrence, Leavenworth, Lynch, Magoon, 
MacDougall, McCrary, J. W. McDill, Miller, 
Monroe, Nash, N^ai, Norton, Oliver, O'Neill, 
Packer, Page, J. Phelps, W. A. Phillips, Kerce, 
Plaisted, T. C. Plait, A. Potter, Pcm^ll, y. B. 
Seilly, M, S. Robinson, Ri^k, Sampson, Seelye, 
Sinnn±5on, R. Smalls, A. H. Smith, Strait, 
Stevenson, Tiese, Thomburgh, W. Townsend, 
Tufts, VanVothes, y. L. Vance, A. S.Wallace, 
J. W. WallaM, J, D. White, G. Wiliard, A. 
Williams. A. S. WUUams, C. G. Williams, W. 

B. Williams, J. Wilson, A. Wood, jr.. Wood- 
burn, Wood worth — 97. 

Navs — Messrs. Ashe, Atkins, Beebe, Black- 
bum, Bland, Blount, Boone, Bright, y. Y. 
Brown, Cabell, y. H Caldwell, W. P. CaldweU, 
Candler, Cate, J. B. Qarke, Cook, Cowan, 
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CuliersoH, DeSelt, Dihrell, Douglas, F.llis, 
Faulkner, Felton, Forniy, Franklin, Glover, 
Goedc, Gantir, Hancock, H. S. Harris, Hart- 
ridge, G. W. Hernia, Hill, Hooker, House, 
Huntott, Hard, T. L. ^ottes, FTnolt, Ltvy, B.B. 
Lewis, Lord, Meade, MUlikm, Mutckler, Odell, 
E. Y. Parsons, Payae, f. F. PhiKp, Pifer, D. 
Rea, Reagan, A. V. Rice, Riddle, J. Robbins, W. 
M. Rob&ms, M. Ross, Scales, Sheakley, Singleton, 
W. E. Smith, Stone, Teny,Throckm/rton,Tacker, 
P. B. Vance, Waddell, C. C. B. Walker, Ward, 
y, n. Williams, y. N. WilSams, Willis, 
I'taies, C. Young— J5. 

Nonvoting — Messrs. C. H. Adams, Bagby,G. 
A. Baglef,y. H. Bagle,i,jr.,Vl. H. Baker. Banks, 
Banning, Bamam, S. N. Bell, Blair, Bliss, 
Bradford, Buckner, S. D. Burchard, Burleigh, 



Darrall, Joseph J. Davis, Durham, Eden, Eg- 
bert, Ely, C, Freeman, Frye, Fullir, Garfield, 
Gauss, Gibson, E. Hde, R. Hamilton, Haralson, 
y. T. Harris, C. H. Harrison, Harwell, 
Hatcher, Hays, Henkle, Hereford, A. S. Hewitt, 
Hoge, Holman, HopUns, Hmlbnt, F. Jones, 
Ketchom, Kimball, King, Lamar, P. Landers, 
G. M. Landers, Lane, Lttttrell, Lynde, E. W. 
M. Mackey, Z. A. Mackey, Maish, McFarland, 
McMahon, Metcalfe, Mills, Money, Morey, 
Morgan, Morrison, Heal, O'Brien, Poppleton, 
Pratt, Pminan, Rainey, Randall, J. Reilly, C. 
B. Roberts, S. Rosa, Savage, M- Sayler, 
Schleicher, J. G. Schumaker, Siemens, Southard, 
Sparks, Springer, ' Slenger, Slowell, Swann, 
Tarbox, C. P. Thompson, P. F. Thomas, M. I. 
Townsend, Tumey, Waldron, G. C. Walker, 
Walling, Walls, Walsh, Warren, E. Wells, G. 
W. Wells, Wheeler, Whitekouse, Whiring, 
Whitthorne, Wigginton, Wike, J. Williams, 
Wilshire,B. Wilson, F. Wood— 117. 

March 13— Mr. Cox moved that Ihe rules be 
suspended so as to enable him to submit, and 
the House to agree to, the following resolu- 

Resolved, That the peopleof the United States 
constitute a nation in the sense, to the extent, 
and for the purposes defined ill the Federal Con- 

Resolved, That the Government of the United 
Stales is a Federal Union, and was formed by 
the people of the several States in their sover- 
eign capacity ; That the rights and powers of 
[he United States Government are defined and 
limited by (he Federal Constitution, and these 
rights and powers cannot be enlarged nor dimin- 
ished except by an amendment to the Constitu- 

Resoh/ed, That the rights of the States bave 
the same sanction and security in the Constitu- 
tion as the rights and powers of the Federal 
Government, and that local domestic government 
by the several States within the limits of the 
Constitution is absolutely necessary for the pres- 
ervation of the liberties of the citizen and the 
continuance of otu' republican system of govem- 

Risohied, That the doebine that a State has a 
right to secede from (he Union is in conflict 
with the idea of a "perpetual union," as ci 
lemplaled by the Constitution, and should 



"egarded as being forever extinguished by (he 
results of the recent civil conflict. 

Which was agreed (0 — Yeas 151, nays 43, 

)t voting 96, as follow ! 

Yeas — Messi-s. Ainsworth, Anderson, Ashe, 



BroTBH, Buckner, Cabell, J. H. Caldwell, W. P. 
Caldwell, Campbell, Cannon, Cason, Caie, 
Caulfield, J. B. Clarke, J. B. Clark, jr., Clymer, 
Cochrane, Cook, Cowan, Cox, Culler, Davy, D. • 
Bolt, Dibrell, Douglas, Durand, Eden, EllL, 
Fauliner, Felton, Forney, Fort, Franklin, Ful- 
ler, Glover, Goode, Gaodin, A. H. Hamilton, R. 
Hamilton, Hancock, Hardenbergh, B. W. Harris, 
H. R. Harris, Hartridge, Hartsell, Hendee, 
HlTikh, G. W. Hewitt, mil, Holman, Hooker, 
Hopkins. House, Hunton, Hui-d, Jenks, T. L. 
Jones, Kehr, Kelley, KnoU, F. Landers, G. M. 
Landers, Leavenwcrth, Levy, B. B. Lewis, 
Lord, LiOtrell, Lynde, L. A. Mackey, Matsh, 
J. W. McDill, McFarland, Meade, Milliken, 
Morgan, Morrison, Neat, New, (TBrien, Odell, 
E. y. Parsons, Payne, J. Phelps, J. F. Philips, 
W. A. Phillips, Pierce, Piper, Poppleton, A. POT- 
TER, Randall, D. Rea, Reagan, J. Reilly, J. B. 
Reilly, A. V. Sice, Riddle, J. Robbins, W. M. 
Robbins, C. B. Roberts, M. Ross, Sampson, Sav- 
age, M. Sayler, Scales, Schleicher, Sheakley, 
Singleton, W. E. Smith, Southard, Sparks, 
Strait, Stenger, Stevenson, Stone, 7'eese, Terry, 
C. P. Thompon, Throckmorton, W. Townsend. 
Tucker, Tufts, Tumey, J L. Vance, R. 3. 
Vance, Waddell, C. C. B. Walker, Walling, 
Walsh, Ward, Warren, Wike, G. Willard, A. S. 
Williams, J D. Williams, J. N. WiUiams, W. 
B. Williams, Willis, J. Wilson, Woodburn, 
Yeates, C. Young— l^l. 

Nays— Messrs. J. B. Baker, Blaine, Bradley, 
H. C. Burchard, Conger, Denison, Bunnell, 
Eames, Evans, Farwell, Foster, G. F. Hoar, Hub- 
bell, Hyman, Lapham, W. Lawrence, Lynch, 
Magoon, MacDougall, McCrary, Monroe, Nash, 
Nor(on, Oliver, Packer. Page. Phiis(ed, T.C.Piatt, 
Pnrman, M. S. Robinson, Rusk, Seelye, Sinnick- 
son, R. Smalls, Thornbiirgh, Van Vorhes, A. S. 
Wallace, J. W. Wallace,}. D. White, A. Williams, 
" , Wood, jr., Woodworth — 42. 

Not V0TIN& — Messrs. C. H. Adams, Bagby, 
G. A. Bagley, W. H. Baker, Ballon, BANKS, Bar- 
num, S. N. Bell, Bkir, Bliss, Bradford, W. R. 
Brown, S. D. Burchard, Burleigh, Candler, 
Caswell, Chapin, Chittenden, Collins, Crapo, 
Crounse, Culberson, Danford, Darrall, Joseph J. 
Davis, Dobbins, Durham, Egbert, Ely, C Free- 
man, Frost, Frye, Garfield, Game, Gibson, Gun- 
ter, E. Hale, Haralson, J. T. Harris, C. H. 
Harrison, Hatcher, Hathom, Haymond, Hays, 
Henderson, Hereford, A. S. Hewitt, Hogc, 
Hoshins, Hunter, Hurlbnt, A >«si, Joyce, San- 
son, Ketchum, Kimball, King, Lamar, Lam, 
E. W. M. Mackey, McMahon, Metcalfe, Mille>-, 
Mills, Money, Morey, Mutckler, O'Neill, PatBell, 
Pratt, Rainey, S. Ross, J. G. Schumaier, Stem' 
OKS, A. H. Smith, Springer, Stowell, Swann, 
Tarbox, P. F. Thomas, M. I. Townsend, Wald- 
ron, G. C. Walker, Walls, E. Wells, G. W. 
Wells, Wheeler, Whitekouse, Whiting, Whit- 
thorne, WiigTWoB, C.G. Williams, r. Williams, 
Wilshire, B. Wilson, F. Wood— ^6. 
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Tariff Le^slation. 

1876, May zg— Mr. CHARLES H. Adams 
ofleted the following resolution, and demanded 
the previous question ; which was seconded, and 
the main question ordered ! 

Whereas tbs fact is apparent that all branches 
of manufacturing, mechiinica! and mining pur- 
suits are at this time greatly depressed, and that 
all legiaktion which tends to embarrassment by 
the unsettling of values or the rendering of 
maoafacturing, mechanical, or mining operations 
uncertain is unwise and injudicious ; Therefore 

RssDlved, ITiat in the judgment of this House 
legislation affecting the tariff is at tliis time inex- 

Mr. Morrison moved to reconsider the vote 
ordering the main question ; which was agreed 
to — yeas 120, nays 94 tnot voting 75), as follow : 
Yeas — Messrs. Ainsviorth, Anberson, Ashe, 
Atkins, Bagby, 7. H. Bagley, Jr., Banning, 
Bland, Blount, Boone, Bradford, Bright, J. Y. 
Brown, Buckner, H. C. Burchard, S. D. Burch- 
ard, Cabell, y. H. Caldwell, W. P. Caldwell, 
Campbell, Candler, Cannon, Cate, Chafin, 
Chittenden, y. B. Clarke, y. B. Clark, jr., 
Cook, Cowan, Culberson, De Boll, Dibrell, Doug- 
las, Dunneil, Durham, Eden, Ellis, Paulkner, 
Felion, Finley, Forney, Fort, Franklin, Fuller, 
Gaase, Glover, Goode, Goodin, Ganier, A, H. 
Hamilton, Hancock, y. T. Harris, C. H. Harri- 
son, Hartridge, Hartiell, Hatcher, Haymond, 
Henkle, Hereford, G. W. HewUt, Holmau, 
Hooker, House, Hunton, Hurd, F. yones, T. L. 
Junes, Knott, J^Moyne, B. B. Lewis, Lord, 
Lynde, McFarland, Metcalfe, Milliken, Mills, 
Money, Morey, Morgan, Morrison, Neal, 
O'Brien, E. V. Parsons, Payne, y. F. Philips, 
Piper, Poppleton, D. Rea, Reagan, A. V. Sice, 
Riddle, Savage, M. Sayler, Scales, Schleicher, 
y. G. Schumaker, Seelye, Singleton, fV. E. 
SoiUA, Sparks, Springer, Tariox, terry, P. F. 
Thomas, Throckmorton, R. B. Vance, G. C. 
Walker, Walling, Warren, E. Wells, Whitmg, 
Whitihvme, Wigginton, j. mUiams, y. D. 
Williams, y. N. Williams, Willis, F. Wood, 
Yeates, C. Young— izo. 

Nays — Messrs. C. H. Adams, G. A. Bagley, 
J. H. Baiter, W. H. Baker, Ballon, Banics, Bass, 
■Blaine, Blair, Bradley, W. R. Brown, Caswell, 
Clymer, Crapo, Croiinse, Cutler, Danford, Davy, 
Denison, Dobbins, Eames, Egbert, Frost, Frye, 
Garfield, Haralson, Hardenbergh, B. W. Harris, 
Halhorn, Hendee, Henderson, Hoge, Hopkins, 
Hoskins, Hubbell, Hunter, Hurlbut, Hyirvan, 
ysnks, Kasaon, Kelley, Ketchum, Kimball, W. 
Lawrence, Leavenworth, Lynch, E. W. M. 
Mackey, Magoon, MacDougall, McCrary, Miller, 
Monroe, jjftifcifc', Nash, Norton, Oliver, O'Neill, 
Packer, Page, W. A. Phillips, Pierce, Plaisted, 
T. C. Piatt, A. Potter, PoweU, Randall, y. 
Reilly, y. Robbins, Sampson, Sheakley, Sinniclt- 
son, Slemons, R. Smalls, Slenger, Stone, Stowell, 
Teese, C. P. Thompson, Thomburgh, M. I. 
Townsend, W. Townsend, Tufts, Turney, Van 
Vorhes, Wait, A. S. Wallace, J. W. Wallace, G. 
W. Wells, White, G. Willard, A. Williams, C. 
G. Williams, J. Wilson, Woodworth — 94. 



Debate arising upon it, the r 



solutioi 



June 5 — It was referred to the Committee on 
Ways and Means — yeas 116, nays 99. 

" Betrenctuneiit nod Beform." 

1S76, June 26— Mr. WILLIAM P. CALDWELL, 

offered the following resolution: 

Resohied, That in the opinion of this House 
retrenchment and reform are now matters of im- 
perative necessity. It is not the mere cry of 
demagogues, but a problem demanding the at- 
tention and worthy the highest ability of the 
Representatives of the people. No party is fit to 
govern this country that cannot solve it. It is 

to look to executive officers for reform; 

power and influence depend upon executive 
patronage, and while we grant they will squander. 
The Senate is neither by the theory of our sys- 
tem nor by its composition fitted for the task. 
This House alone has the constitutional power 
to perfect a radical reform. The Constitution 
provides that no money shall be drawn from the 
Treasury but in consequence of appropriations 
madeby law, and that all bills for raising revenue 
shall originate in the House of Representatives. 
These provisions were designed to invest in this 
House the entire control over the public purse, 
tlie power of supply. This is invested in the 
House of Commons, and has been zealously 
guarded by it ; it is a pearl beyond price, without 
whiiji constitutional liberty in England would 
long since have fallen under the despotism of the 

On suspending the rules and passing the reso- 
lution, tiie yeas were 94, nays 35, as follow : 

Yeas — Messrs. Ainsworth, Anderson, Ashe, 
Atkins, Blackburn Bland, Blount, Buckner, 
S. D. Burchard, Cabell, W. P. Caldwell, Can- 
dler, Cau^ld, J. B. aarke, y. B. aark,jr.. 
Cook, Cowan, Culberson, Culler, Joseph y. 
Davis, De Bolt, Dibrill, Durham, Ellis, Faulk- 
ner, Felton, Finley, Forney, Franklin, Fuller, 
Gibson, Goodin, A. H, Hamilton, R. Hamilton, 
Hardenbergh, H. R. Harris, y. T. Harris, 
Hartridge, ffartsell. Hatcher, Haymond, G. IV. 
Hewitt, Holman, Hopkins, House, Jenks, T. L. 
yones, Knott, F. Landers, B. B. Lewis, Lord, 
Maish, McFarland, McMahon, Metcalfe, Milli- 
ken, Mills, Morgan, Neal, New, Odell, Payne, y. 
Phelps, y. F. Philips, Powell, Randall, D. Sea, 
Reagan, J. B. Reilly, A. V. Rice, Riddle, J. Rob- 
bins, W. M. Robbins, C. B. Rhberls, Savage, Scales, 
Sheakley, W. E. Smith, Southard, Sparks, Spen- 
cer, Springer, Stevenson, Tarbox, Terry, P, F. 
Thomas, Turney, R. B. Vance, Walsh, Wiggin- 
ion, Wike, A. S. Williams, J. N. Williams. 
Yeates — 94. 

Nays— Messrs. J, H. Baker, W, H. Baker, 
Banks, Bradley, Denison, Dobbins, Bunnell, 
Evans, Hendee, Hunter, Hyman, Kimball, Leav- 
enworth, J. W. McDill, Page, Pierce, Piper, A. 
Potter, Rainey, M. S. Robinson, Sampson, See- 
lye.Sinnickson, R.Smalls, Strait, C.^. Thompon, 
Tufts, Waldron, A. S. Wallace, J. D. White, G. 
Willard, W. B. Williams, J. Wilson, Woodbum, 
Woodworth — 35. 

No quorum voting, the House adjourned. 
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Approving tlie Bill for the RcsDiuption of 
Specie Payments, January 14, 1876. 

To ihi^ Senate of the Uniisd States : 

Senate bill No. 1044, "to proviJe for the 
nsumption of specie payments," is before me, 
and this diy receives niy signature of approval. 

1 venture upon this unusual method of convey- 
ing the notice of approval to the " house m 
which the measure originated," because of its 
great importance to the country at large, and in 
order to suggest further legislation -which seems 
to me essential to make this law effective. 

It is a subject of congratulation that a measure 
has become law which fines a dale when specie 
resumption shall commence, and implies an obli- 
gation on the part ,of Congress — if in its power — 
to give such l^islation as may prove necessary to 
redeem this promise. 

To this end I respectfully call your attention to 
a few su^estions : 

First. The necessity of an increased revenue to 
carry out the obJigatioh of adding to the sinking- 
fund Minually one per cent, of the public debt, 
amounting now to about thirty-four millions of 
dollars per annum, and to carry out the promises 
of this measure to redeem, under certain contin- 
gencies, eighty millions of the present legal 
tenders, and, without contingency, the fractional 
currency now in circulation. 

How to increase the surplus revenue u 
Congress to devise, but I will venture to suggest 
the duty on tea and coffee might be restored 
without permanently enhancing the cost to the 
consumers, and tJiat Ihe ten per cent, horizontal 
reduction of the tariff on articles specified in the 
law of June 6, 1872, be repealed. The supply 
of tea and coffee already on hand in the United 
States would in al! probability be advanced in 
adopting this measure. But It is known that the 
adoption of free entry to thiJse articles of neci 
did not cheapen them, but merely added to the 
profits of the countries producing them, or of the 
middle-men in those countries, who have the 
elusive trade in them. 

Second. The first section of the bill now tmder 
consideration provides that the fractional currency 
shall be redeemed in silver com as rapidly as 
practicable. There is no provision preventing 
the fluctuation in the value of the paper cur- 
rency. With gold at a premium of anything 
over 10 per cent, above the current^ in use, It is 
probable, almost certain, that silver would be 
bought up for esporlation as fast as it was pat 
out, or until change would become so scarce as 
to make the premium on it equal to the premium 
on gold, or sufficiently high to make it no longer 
profitable to buy for export, thereby causing a di- 
rect loss to the community at large and great 
embarrassment to trade. 

Aa the present law commands final resump- 
tion on the first day of January, 1879, and as 
the gold receipts by the Treasury are larger than 



the gold payments and the currency receipts are 
" taller than the currency payments, thereby 

iking monthly sales of g Id essar 

;et currency expenses, oc rs m h 

;se difficulties might be m 
ing the Secretary of the T rs m 

legal -lender notes whenev es ms 

not less than one hundred rs 

thereof, at a premium for g p 

less interest at the rate of 
cent, per annum from th st d y J ly, 
187s, to the date of putting this law into opera- 
tion, and diminishing this premium at the same 
rate until final resum]riion, changing the rate of 
premitun demanded from time to time as the in- 
terest amounts to one-quart^ of one per cent, 
I suggest this rate of intereM because it would 
bring currency at par with gold at the date 
fixed by law for final resumption. I suggest 
ten per cent, as the demand premium at the 
beginning, because I believe this rate would in- 
sure the retention of silver in the country for 
change. 

The provisions of the third section of the act 
win p-event combinations being made to ex- 
haust the Treasury of coin. 

With such a law it is presumable that no 
gold would be called for not required for legiti- 
mate business purposes. When lai^e amounts 
of coin should be drawn from the Treasury, 
corresponding large amounts of currency would 
be withdrawn from circulation, thus causing a 
sufficient stringency in currency to stop the out- 



ivofc. 



i of i 



fixed 



The advantages of : 
known value would also be reached. m my 
opinion, by the enactment of such a law, busi- 
ness and industries would revive, and the begin- 
ning of prosperity on a firm basis would be 
reached. 

Other means of increasing revenue than 
those suggested should probably be devised, and 
also other legislation. 

In fact, to carry out the first section of the 
act, ano'ther mint becomes necessary. With the 
present facilities for coinage, it would lake a 
period probably beyond that fixed by law for 
final specie resumption to coin the silver neces- 
sary to transact the business of the country. 

There are now smelting-fumaces for extract- 
ing the silver and gold Irom the ores brought 
from the mountain Territories, in Chicago, 
Saint Louis, and Omaha — three in the former 
city—^nd as much of the change required will 
be wanted in the Mississippi Valley States, and 
as the metals to be coined come from west of 
those States, and, as I understand, the charges for 
transportation of bullion from either of the 
cities named to the Mint in Philadelphia, or to 
New York City, amount to four dollars for each 
one thousand dollars' worth, with an equal ex- 
pense for transportation back, it would seem a 
fair argument in favor of adopting one or more 
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of those cities as the place or places for the 
eatablishtnent of new coining facilities. 

I have ventured upon this subject with great 
diiSdence, because it is so unusud to approve a 
measure — as I most heartily do this, even if no 
further legislation is attainable at this time — and 
to announce the fact by message. But I do so 
because I feel that it is !t subject of such vital 
importance to the whole country (hat it should 
receive the attention of, and be discussed by, 
Congress and the people through the press, and 
in every way, to the end that the best and most 
satisfactory ooittse may be reached of executing 
what I deem most beneficial legislation on a 
most vital question to the interests and prosperity 
of the nation. U. S. Grant. 

Exscuiive Mansion, Jamiary 14, 1875. 

Ceutonnial Celeltratlon, Jannnry 20, 1875. 

To the Housi of Reprssentati-oes : 

I have the honor to transmit herewith a report 

from a board composed of one person named by 

the head of each executive department and of the 

D partn t of Agriculture and Smithsonian In- 

n or the purpose of securing a complete 

d ham nious arrangement of the articles and 

n designed to be exhibited from the 

E ti Departments of the Government at the 

n n al exhibition to be held in the city of 

Ph d phia in the year 1876 for the purpose of 

b g the one hundredth anniversary of the 

d pe nee of the United States. The report 

g tement of what is proposed to be ex- 

h b b each Department, together with an 

1^ m the expense which will have to be 

rr d. Submitting to Congress the estimate 

m d b he board, 1 recommend that Congress 

m k table appropriation to enable the dif- 

D partmeuts to make a, complete and 

ed b showing of the articles and materials 

d gn d o be exhibited by the Government, a. ' 

wh h w undoubtedly form one of the most : 

e g eatures of the exhibition. 

U. S. Grant. 
Exscuhve Mansion, yanttary 20, 1 875, 

Armament for gea-Coast Defenses, Janu- 
arj 20, 1875. 

Te the Senate and House of RepreseiUatives 

In my annual message of December I, 1873, 
while inviting general attention to all tha recon 
mendations made by the Secretary of War, yoi 
special consideration was invited to " the impor 
ance of preparing for war in time of peace I 
providing proper armament for our sea-coast di 
lenses. Proper armanent is of vastly more in 
portance thaji fortifications. The latter can I 
supplied very speedily for temporary purposes 
when needed; the former cannot." 

These views gain increased strength and perti- 
nence as the years roll by, and I have now again 
the honor to call special attention to the con- 
dition of the "armament of our fortifications," 
and the absolute necessity for immediate provis- 
ion by Congress for the procurement of heavy 
cannon. The large expenditures required to 
supply the number of gims for onr forts is the 
strongest argument that can be adduced for 
liberal annual appropriation for their gradual 



accumulation. 



F war such preparations 
cannot be purchased in 
open market, nor manufactured at short notice; 
they must be the product of years of experience 
and labor, 

I herewith inclose copies of a report of the 
Chief of Ordnance and of a board of ordnance 
officers on the trial of an eight-inch rifle con- 
verted from a ten-inch smooth-bore, which shows 
very conclusively an economical means of utiliz- 
ing these useless smooth-bores and making them 
into eight-inch rifles capable of piercing seven 
inches of iron. The twelve hundred and ninety- 
inch Rodman guns should, in my opin- 
so utilized, and the appropriation re- 
quested by the Chief of Ordnani;e of 5250,000 
to commence these conversions is urgently recom- 
mended. 

While convinced of the economy and necessity 
of these conversions, the determination of the 
best and most economical method of providing 
guns of stili larger caliber should no longer be 
delayed. The experience of other nations, based 
on the new conditions of defense brought promi- 
nently forward by the introduction of iron-clads 
into every navy afloat, demands heavier metal 
and rifle-guns of not less than twelve inches in 
caliber. These enormous masses, hurhng a shot 
of seven hundred pounds, can alone meet many 
of the requirements of the national defenses. 
They must be provided, and experiments on a 
large scale can alone give the data necessary for 
the determination of the question. A suitable 
proving-ground, with all the facilities and con- 
veniences referred to by the Chief of Ordnance, 
with a liberal annual appropriation, is an 
undoubted necessity. The guns now ready for 
trial cannot be experimented with without funds, 
and the estimate of J2i|o,ooo for the purpose is 
deemed reasonable and is strongly recommended. 
The constant appeals for legisiation on the 
" armament of fortifications " ought no longer to 
be disregarded, if Congress desires in peace to 
prepare the important material without which 
future wars must inevitably lead to disaster. 

This subject is submitted with the hope that 
the consideration it deserves may be given it at 
the present session. U. S. GRANT. 

Executive Mansion, yaniiary 20, 1875. 

UeBsage Tetolng the Act to Reduce tlie 
Salary of the Executive, April 18, 1876. 

To the Senate of the Unitsd Stales: 

Herewith I return Senate bill No. 172, entitlud 
"An act fixing the salary of the President of Ihe 
United States," without my approval. 

I am construned to this course from a sense 
of duty to my successors in ofiice, to myself, ?nd 
to what is due to the dignity of the position of 
Chief Magistrate of a nation of more than forty 
millions of people. 

When the salary of the President of the United 
States pursuarU; to the Constitution was fixed at 
(25,000 per annum, we were a nation of but 
three millions of people, poor from a long and 
exhaustive war, without commerce or manufac- 
tures, with but few wants and those cheaply sup- 
plied. The salary must then have been deemed 
small for the responsibilities and dignity of the 
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poglion, but justifiably so from the impoverished 
condition of the Treasury and the simplicity it 
was desired to cultivate in the republic. 

The salary of Congressmen under the Ginsti- 
n was first fixed at $6 per day for the time 



ually i 



lage 






of abon 



rtieth oftt 



13 of this republic 
erye them without 
arvices. Twenty- 
>t defray the ex- 



hundred and twenty days 
#720 per year, or less than 
salaiy of the President. 

Congress have legislated upon (heir own sala- 
ries from time to time since, until finally it 
read ed J5 000 per annum, or one-fifth that of 
(he Pre deut before the salary of the latter was 
ncreased 

No one hav ng a knowledge of the cost of 
1 V g at the national capital will contend that 
the p esent salary of Congressmen is too high, 
unless t 3 the mtention to make the office one 
ent rely of honor when the salary should be 
abolished— a proposition repugnant to our repub- 
lican ideas and institutions. 

I do not believe the citiz 
desire their public servants tc 
a fair compensation for their 
five thousand dollars does 
penses of the Executive for 
in my experience. It is not now one-filth i 
value of what it was at the time of the adoptio 
of the Constitution in supplying demands and 

Having no personal 
have felt mj^elf free to return this bill to the 
House in which it originated with my obji 
believing that in doing so I meet the wishes and 
judgment of the gteat majority of those who i 
directly pay all the salaries and other expen; 
of Government. U. S. GRANT. 

Execulioe Mansion, April 18, 1876. 

Frcsldeot Grant's Message Respecting' His 
Absence from tbe Seat of (ilorernmODt, 
May 4, 1876. 

April 3^The House, on motion of Mr. Black- 
burn, passed this resolution ; 

Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be requested to inform this House, if, 
his opinion, it is not incompatible with the public 
interest, whether since the 4th day of March, 
1869, any executive ofSces, acts, or duties, and, 
if any, what, have been performed at a distance 
from the seat of Government established by lav , 
and for how long a period at any one time, and 
in what part of the United States ; also, whether 
any public necessity existed for such perform- 
ance, and, if so, of what character, and how far 
the performance of such executive ofiices, acts, 
or duties at such distance from the seat of Gov- 
ernment established by law, was in compliance 
with the act of Congress of the i6th day of July, 
1790. 

May 4 — The PatsiDENT made this reply: 
To the Neass of Representatives : 

I have given very attentive consideration to 
resolution of the House of Representatives passe 
on the 3d day of April, requesting the President 
of the United States to inform the House 
whether any executive offices, acts, or duties, 
and, if any, what, have within a specified period 



performed at a distance from the seat of 
government established by law, etc. 

I have never hesitated and shall not hesitate to 
immunicate to Congress, and to either branch 
thereof, all the information which the Constita- 
tion makes it the duty of the President to give, or 
which my judgment may suggest to me or a re- 
quest from either House may indicate to me will 
be useful in the discharge of the appropriate 
duties confided to them. I fail, however, to find 
n the Constitution of the United States the 
authority given to the House of Representatives 
' ne branch of the Congress in which is vested 
e legislative power ijf the Government) to re- 
quire of the Executive, an independent branch 
of the Government — co-ordinate with the Senate 
and House of . Representatives — an account of 
liseharge of his appropriate and purely execu- 
offices, acts, and duties, either as to when, 
where, or how performed. 

What the House of Representatives may re- 
fer information, is limited to what is necessary for 
the proper discbarge of its powers of legislation 
or of impeachment. 

The inquiry in the resolution of the House as 
to where executive acts have within the last 
seven years been performed, and at what distance 
from any particular spot or for how long a 
period at any one time, etc., does not necessarily 
belong to the province of legislation. It does 
not profess to be asked for that object. 

If this information be sought through an in- 
quiry of the President as to his executive acts in 
view or in aid of the power of impeachment 
vested in the House, it is asked in derogation of 
an inherent natural right, recognized in this 
country by a constitutional guarantee which 
protects every citizen, the President as well as 
the humblest in the land, from being made, a 
witness against himself. 

During the time that I have had the honor to 
occupy the position of President of this Govern- 
ment, it has been, and while I continue to 
occupy that position it will continue to be, my 
earnest endeavor to recognise and to respect the 
several trusts and duties and powers of the co- 
ordinate branches of the Government, not 
encroaching upon them nor allowing encroach- 
ments upon tlie proper powers of the office which 
the people of Ihe United States have confided to 
me, but aiming to preserve in their proper rela- 
tions ihe several powers and functions of each of 
ihe co-ordinate branches of the Government 
agreeably to the Constitution, and in accordance 
with the solemn oath which I have taken to 
" preserve, protect, and defend" that instrument. 
In maintenance of Ihe rights secured by the 
Constitution to the executive branch of the Gov- 
ernment, I am compelled to decline any specific 
or detailed answer to the request of the House 
for information as to "any executive offices, acts, 
or duties, and, if any, what, have been performed 
at a d siance from the eat of Gover menl es 
tablished by law an 1 f r how long a per od at 
any one t ne and n what part of the U ted 
States 

It however the Ho se of Represe t es 
de res to k uw vl her du g tl e pe od of 
up va 1 of e en jeats I g vh h I ha e 
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held the office of President of the United States, 
I have been absent from the seat of government, 
and whether during that period I have per- 
formed or have neglected to perform the duties 
of my office, I freely inform the House that 
from the time of my entrance upon my office I 
be n the babit, as were all of my prede- 
ess vith the exception of one who lived 

onth after assuming the duties of his 
fii one whose continued presence in 

W n was neeessaiy from the existence at 

f a powerful rebellion,) of absenting 
times from the seat of government ; 
th ring such absences I did not neglect 
eg he obligations or the duties of my 
ffi continued to discharge all of the 

ffices, acts, and duties which w 
roe as the President of the United 
es m not aware that a failure ocenrred 

instance of my exercising the func- 
ns powers of my office in every case 

eq ng their discharge, or of my exercising all 
esa xecutive acts in whatever part of the 
U tea I may at the time have been, 

', the rapidity of travel and of mail 
m don, and the facility of almost instan- 

rrespondence with the offices at thf 
vernment which the telegraph affords 
esident, in whatever section of the 
U may be, enable him in these days to 

as constant and almost as quick int ~ 
h the Departments at Washington 
m aintained while he remains in I 

essity of the performance of execut 
President of the United States ex: 
olved upon him, wherever he may 
the United States during bis term of 
ffi he Constitudon of the United States. 

H powers are no more limited or cap 

m tation as to the place where they shall 
be exercised than are those which he might be 
reqmied to discharge in his capacity of Com- 
raander-in chief of the Army and Navy, which 
latter powers, it is evident, he might be called 
upon to exercise possibly even without the limits 
rf the United States. Had the efforts of those 
recently in rebellion against the Gi 
been successful in driving a late President of the 
United States from Washington, it is manifest 
that he must have discharged hi? functions, both 
civil and military, elsewhere than in the place 
named by law as the seat of government. 

No act of Congress can limit, suspend, or con- 
line this constitutional duty. I am not aware of 
the existence of any act of Congress which as- 

functions of the Executive. Were there such 
acts, I should nevertheless recognize the superior 
authority of the Constitution, and should exercise 
the powers required thereby of the President. ■ 

The act to which reference is made in the 
resolution of the House relates to the establish- 
ing of the seat of goyeriiroent and the providing 
of suitable buildings and removal thereto of the 
offices attached to 3ie Government, &c. It was 
not understood at iKn date and by General Wash- 
ington to confine the President in the discharge 
of his duties and powers to actual presence at the 
seat of government. On the 30th of March, 



7gl, shortly after the passage of the actrefened 
to. General Washington issued an executive pro- 
clamation having reference to the subject of this 
very act from Georgetown, a place remote from 
Philadelphia, which then was the seat of govern- 
ment, where the act referred to directed that " all 
offices attached to the seat of govenmient" should 
for the tune remdn. 

That none of his successors have entertained 
the idea that their execudve offices could be per- 
formed only at the seat of government is evi- 
denced by Oie hundreds upon hundreds of such 

lertormed by my predecessors, in imbroken 

rom Washington to Lincoln, a memorandum 
of the general nature and character of some of 
which acts is submitted herewith ; and no ques- 

has ever been raised as to the validity of 
these acts, or as to the right and propriety of the 

utive to exercise the powers of his office in 
any part of the United States. U. S. GkANt, 
Washingtim, May 4, 1876. 

Memorandum of absences of the Presidents of 
the United States from the national capital 
during each of the several administrations, and 
of public and executive acts performed during 
the time of such absences. 



was frequently absent from the C ta p- 

dred and eighty-one days during h m 

During his several absences h d h ged 
official and executive duties, among th 

In March, 1791, he issued a m 

dated at Georgetown, in reference nn g h 

boundarjf for the territory of the pern at 

of the Government. 

From Mount Vernon he signed ffi 

ter to the Emperor of Morocco d h 

same place the commission of Oli as 

Comptroller of the Treasury, and p m 
tion respecting the whisky insurre n P 
sylvania; also, various sea letters, h p m 
tion of the treaty of 1795 between th U ed 
States and Spain, the executive ord A ou 

4, 1792, relative to the duties on d il p ts 
&c. 

When at Germantown he signed th mis 

sion of John Brackenridge as a m h 

United State'^ for Kentucky, and th gi 

oftheUnitedSaesMn 

He proposed to have Mr Truj ffi p 

sented, as en oy exttaord nary d m 
plenipotentiary fron Spa n h M 

Vernon] but al hough Mr Trujowtnt here for 
the purpose, the ceremony of presenta on wts 
prevented by Mr Trujos ha ng ace den illy 
left his credenhals 

President John Adams was absent from the 
capital during his term of four years on vanous 
occasions, three bun Ired and e ghty five days 

He discharged offic al dul es and performed 
the most so emn publ c acts at Qu ncy n he 
same manner a. when at the eat of Govern nent 

In 1797 (Augu t Z5) he fo warded to the bee 
retary of Sta e a num er of passpor s wh ch he 
had signed at Quincy. 

He issued at Quincy commissions to numerous 
officers of vaiious grades, civil and military. 
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On the aSthof September, 1797, he forwarded 
to the Secretary of Slate a commission for a Jus- 
tice of the Supreme Court, signed in blank at 
Quiney, instrueting the Secretary to fill it with 
the name of John Marshall if he would aeeept, 
and if not, Bushrod Washington. He issued a 
proclamation opening trade with certain ports of 
Saint Domingo, and signed warrants tor the 
execution of two soldiers, and for a pardon. 
PRESIDENT JEFE-ERSON 

was absent from the seat of Government, during 
his two terms of office, seven hundred and 
ninety-six days, more than one-fourth of ihc 
whole official period. 

During his aiisence he signed and issued from 
Monticello seventy-five commissions, one letter to 
the Emperor of Russia, and nine letters of cre- 
dence to diplomatic agents of the United States, 
accredited to other governments. 



IS absei 



Ihest 



■0 presidential 

He signed and issued from Montpelier, during 
his absence from the capital, seventy-one com- 
missions, one proclamation, and nine letters of 
credence to ministers, accrediting them to foreign 
governments; and, as it appears, transacted gene- 
rally all the necesary routine business incident to 
the executive office. 



was absent from the capital, during his presiden- 
tial service of eight years, seven hundred and 
eight days, independent of the year iSa^i, and 
two months of 1825 for which period no data are 

He transacted public business wherever he 
happened to be; sometimes at his farm in Vir- 
ginia, again at his summer resort on the Chesa- 
peake, and sometimes while traveling. He signed 

, .__ .., ,.._... .. , _,_ vay from 



and issued from these several plac 



the CI 



jital. 



3 foreign 



f the Government, exequaturs 
consuls, letters of credence, two letters 
eigns, and thirty-seven pardons, 

was absent from the capital, during his presi- 
dential term of four yeais, two hundred and 

During such absence he performed official and 
public acts, signing and issuing commissions, 
exequaturs, pardons, proclamations, etc. 

Referring to his ^ence in August and Sep- 
tember, 1827, Mr. Adams, in his memoirs, vol- 
ume 8, page 75, says: "I left with him (the 
chief clerk) some blank signatures to be used 
when necessary for proclamations, remission of 
penalties, and commissions of consuls, taking of 
him a receipt for the number and kind of blanks 
left with him, with directions to return me, when 
I came back, all the signed blanks remaining 
unused, and to keep and give me an account of 
all those that shall have been disposed of. This 
has been my constant practice with the respi 
signed blanks 'of this description. I do the same 
with regard to patents and land grants." 

r JACKSON 

apital during his presi- 
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dential service of eight years five hundred and 

He also performed executive duties and public 
acts while absent. 

He appears to have signed and issued while 
absent from the capital very many public papers, 
embracing commissions, letters of credence, exe- 
quaturs, pardons, and among them four executive 
proclamations. 

On the 26th of June, 1S33, he addressed a 
letter from Boston to Mr. Duane, Secretary of 
the Treasury, giving his views at large on the 
removal of the "deposits" from the United Stales 
Bank and placing them in the State banks, direcl- 
ing that the change with all its arrangements 
should be if possible completed by the 15th Sep- 
tember following, and recommending that Amos 
Kendall should be appointed an agent of the 
Treasury Depariment to make the necessary ar- 
rangements with the State banks. Soon after, 
September 23, a paper signed by the President 
,nd purporting to have been read to the Cabinet 
vas published in the new^apers of the day. 

passed the Senate inquiring of the President 

whether the paper was genoine or not, and if it 

is published l^ his authority, and requesting 

at a copy be laid before that body. 

The President replied, avowing the genuine- 

:ss of the paper and that it was published by 

s authority, but declined to furnish a copy to 

the Senate on the ground that it was purely execu- 

business, and that the request of the Senate 

an undue interference with the independence 

of the Executive, a co-ordinate branch of the 

Government. 

In January 1S37, {26th,) he refused the privi- 
lege to a committee under a resolution of the 
House of Representatives to make a general in- 
vestigation of the Executive DeparQnents without 
specific charges, on the ground, among others, 
that the use of the books, papers, elc, of the 
Departments for such purpose would interfere 
with the discharge of the public duties devolving 
upon the heads of the different Departments, and 
necessarily disarrange ond relard the public busi- 



was absent from the capital during his presiden- 
tial term one hundred and thirty-one days. 

He discharged .executive duties and performed 
official and public acts during these absences. 

Among die papers signed by President Vaji 
Buren during his absence from the seat of Gov- 
ernment are commissions, one of these being for 
a United States judge of a district court, pardons, 



was absent from the capital during his presiden- 
tial term one hundred and sixty-three days, and 
performed public acts and duties during such 
absences, signing public papers and documents to 
the number of twenty-eight, in which were in- 
cluded commissions, exequaturs, letters of cred- 
ence, pardons, and one proclamation making 
public thejreaty of 1842 between the United 



States 



dEcuad 



. absent from the capital during his presiden- 
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tittl term thirty-seven days, and appears to liave 
signed but two official public papers during such 

PRESIDENT TAYLOR 

was absent from the capilal during the lime he 
aerved as President thirty-one days, and while 
absent signed two commissions, three " full 
powers," two exequatuis, and the proclamation 
of August II, 1S49, relative to a threatened inva- 
sion 01 Cuba or some of the provinces of Mexico. 



was absent fr ih d his 

presidential term fi ty d T veral 

periods of absence which make up this a^;regate 
were each brief, and it does not appear that dur- 
ing these absences the President signed any pub- 
lic ofBdal documents except one pardon. 



was absent from the capital during his presiden- 
tial term fifty-seven days, and the official papers 
which he is shovra to have signed during such 
absence are three exequaturs and one letter of 
credence. 

In addition to the public documents and papers 
executed by the several Presidents during their 
absences from the seat of Government, constant 
official correspondence was maintained by each 
with the heaii of the different Executive Depart- 



Hessage «f tlie President Belatfng to the 
Extraditjon Treaty vritli Great Britain, 
Jnno 20, 1S76. 

To the Senate and House of Rsprssenialives .- 

By the tenth article of the treaty between the 
UnitedStatesandGreat Britain, signed mV* ' 
ington on the 9th day of August, 1841, it 
agreed that the two governments should, upon 
mutual requisitions respectively m^de, deliver 
to justice all persons who, being charged w 
certain crimes therein enumerated, conmiitt 
within the jurisdiction of either, should seek 
asylum or be found within the terEitories of the 

The only condition or limitation contained 
in the treaty (0 the reciprocal obligation thus to 
deliver up the fugitive was that it should be done 
only upon such evidence of criminality as, accord- 
ing to the laws of the place where the fugitive or 
person so chained should be found, would jusUfy 
his apprehension and commitment for trial if ' 
crime or offense had there been committed. 

Ill the month of February last a requisition ^ 
duly made, in pursuance of the provisions of the 
treaty, by this Government upon that of Great 
Britain for the surrender of one Ezra D. Winslow, 
charged with extensive forgeries and the utter- 
ance of forged paper, committed within the juris- 
diction of uie United States, who had sought an 
asylum, and was found within, the territories of 
Her Britannic Majesty, and was apprehended in 
London. The evidence of the eriminalily of the 
fugitive was furnished and heard, and, I ' 



found sufEcient and 

committed in G eat B ta and 

committed for e d 

Her Majesty g m d not 

deliver up the gi w the 

terms of the tre w th g ery eq ire- 

inent thereof h be m Ti rt the 

United States; g the 

fugitive, deman rt as pu- 

lations not mentioned in the treaty, but foreign to 
its provisions, as a condition of the perfoimance 
by Great Britain of her obligations under the 

In a recent communication to the House of 
Representatives and in answer to a call from that 
body for information on this case, I submitted 
the correspondence which has passed between the 
two governments with reference thereto. It will 
be found in Executive Document No. 1 73 of the 
House of Representatives of the present session, 
and I respectfully refer thereto for more detailed 
information hearing on the question. 

It appears from the correspondence that the 
""■■■' ' bases its refusal to surrender 



the fugitive and its demand for stipulations 
assurances from this Government on the require- 
ments of a purely domestic enactment of the 
British. Parliament, passed in the year 1870. 

This, act was brought to the notice of this 
Government shoitly after its enactment, and Her 
Majesty's government was advised that the United 
States understood it as giving continued effect 
to the existing engagements under the treaty of 
1843 for the extradition of criminals ; and, with 
this knowledge on its part and without dissent 
from the declared views of the United Stales as 
to the unchanged nature of the reciprocal rights 
and obligations of the two powers under the 
treaty. Great Britain has continued to make 
requisitions and to grant surrenders in numerous 
instances, without su^estion that it was contem- 
plated to depart from the practice under the 
treaty which has obtained for more than thirty 
years until now, for ibe first time, in this case of 
Winslow, it is assumed that under this act of 
Parliament Her Majesty may require a stipnlalion 
or agreement not provided for in the treaty, as 3 
condition to the observance by her government 
of its treaty obligations toward this country. 

This I have felt it my duty emphatically to 

In addition to the case of Winslo v requ s t on 
was also made by this Government on that of 
Great Britain for the surrender of Charles J 
Brent, also charged with forgery comm Wed n 
the United States and found in Great B ta n 
The evidence of criminality was duly heard and 
the fugitive committed for exlraditio 

A similar stipulation to that demanded in 
Winslow's case was also asked in Brent's, and 
was hkewise refused. 

It is with exlreme regret that I am now called 
upon to announce to you that Her Majesty's 
government has finally released both of these 
fugitives, Winslow and Brent, and set them at 
liberty, thus omitting to comply with the pro- 
visions and requirements of the treaty under 
which the extradition of fugitive criminals is 
made between the two governments. 
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The position thus taten by the British govern- 
ment, if adhered to, cannot but be regarded as 
the abrogation and annulment of the article of 
the treaty on extradition. 

Under these circumstances it will not, in my 
judgment, comport with the dignity or self-re- 
spect of this Government to make demands upon 
ihat government for the snn-ender of fugitive 
criminals, nor to entertain any requisition of that 
character from that government under the treaty. 

It will be a cause of deep regret if a treaiy 
which has been thus far beneficial in its practical 
operation, which has worked so well and so 
efficiently, and which, notwithstanding the excit- 
ing and at times violent political disturliances of 
which both countries have been the scene dur- 
ing its existence, has given rise to no complaints 
on the part of either government against either 
its spirit or its provisions, should be abruptly 
terminated. 

It has tended to the protection of society and 
to the general interests of both countries. lis 
violation or annulment would be a retrograde 
Etep in international intercourse. 

I have been anxious and have made the effort 
to enlarge its scope, and to make a new treaty 
which would be a slill more efficient agent for 
the punishment and prevention of crime. At 
(he same time I have felt it my duty to decline 
to entertfdn a proposition made by Great Britain, 
pending its refusal to execute the existing treaty, 
to amend it by practically conceding by treaty 
the identical conditions which that government 
demands under its act of Pailiament. In addi- 
tion to the impossibility of the United States en- 
tering upon negotiations under the menace of an 
intended violation or a refusal to execute the 
terms of an existing treaty, I deemed it inadvis- 
able to treat of only the one amendment pro- 
posed by Great Britain, while the United States 
desires an enlargement of the list of crimes foe 
which extradition may be asked, and other im- 
provemenls which experience has shown might 
be embodied in a new treaty. 

It is for the vrisdom of Congress to determine 
whether the article of the treaty relating to ex- 
tradition is to be any longer regarded as obHga- 
tory on the Government of the United States or 
as forming part of the supreme law of the land. 
Should the a'ttitude of the British government 
reniain unchanged, I shall not, without an ex- 
pression of the wish of Congress that I should 
do so, take any action either in making or grant- 
ing requisitions for the surrender of fugitive 
criminals under the treaty of 1S43. 

Respectfully submitted. U. S. Grant. 
IVashiaglon, June 20, 1876. 

Message from the President, tnucblng the 
Condition of tUe Appropriation B 
June 17, 1S;«. 

To the Senate and Horns of Representalivei 
The near approach of a new fiscal year, 
the failure of Congress up to this time to provide 
the necessary means to continue all the functions 
of government, makes it my duty to call your 
attention to the embarrassments that must ( 
if the fiscal year is allowed to close without 
edlal action on your part. 



Article I, Section 9, of the Constitution de- 
laies; 
" No money shall be drawn from the Treasury 
but in consequence of appropriations made by 

I insure economy of expenditures and security 
of the public treasure, Congress has from time to 
tinie enacted laws to restrain the use of public 
moneys except for the specific purpose for which 
appropriated and within the lime for which ap- 
propriated, and to prevent contracting debts in 
anticipation of appropriate appropriations. 

Revised Statutes, Section 3679, provides; 

" No Department of the Government shall ex- 
pend, in any one fiscal year, any sum in excess of 
appropriations made by Congress for that fiscal 
year, or involve the Government in any contract 
for the future payment of money in excess of such 
appropriations.' ' 

Section 3732 provides r 

"No contract or purchase on behalf of the 
United States shall be made, unless the same is 
authorized by law or is under an appropriation 
adequate to its fulfillment, except in the War and 
Navy Departments, for clothing, subsistence, for- 
age, fuel, quarters, or transportation, which, hoW' 

er, shall not exceed the necessities of the cur- 
Section 3678, as follows ! 

"All sums appropriated for the various branches 
of expenditure in the public service shall be ap- 
plied solely to the objects for which they are re- 
tpectively'made, tuid for no others." 

Section 3690, that — 

"All balances of appropriations contained in 
the annual appropriation bills, and made specifi- 
cally for the service of any fiscal year, and r< 



maining u 



yipei 



inded at the 



expira 






fiscal year, shall only be applied to the payment 

of expenses properly incurred during that year, 

to the fulfillment of contracts properly made 

thin that year; and balances not needed for 
such purposes shall be carried to the surplus fund. 
This section, however, shall not apply to appro- 
priations known as permanent or indefinite ap- 
propriations." 

The efiect of the laws quoted, taken in con- 
nection with the constitutional provision referred 
to, is, as above stated, to prohibit any outlay of 
public money toward defraying even the current 
and necessary expenses of Government after the 
expiration of the year for which appropriated, 
excepting when those expenses are provided for 
by some permanent appropriation, and excepting 
in the War and Navy Departments, under section 

The number of permanent appropriations dre 
very limited, and cover but few of the necessary 
expenditures of the Government. They are 
nearly all, if not quite all, embraced in sections 
3687, 36S8, and 36S9 of the Revised Statutes. 
That contained in section 3687 is applicable lo 
expenses of collecting the reven-ue from citslotni, 
that in section 3688 lo the payment of interest 
on the puilic deit, and that in section 3689 to 
various objects too numerous to detail here. 

It will be observed that while section 3679, 
quoted above, provides that no Department shall 
in any one fiscal year involve the Government 
in any contract for the future payment of money 
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tion 3732, a 

Navy Depirtm 

contract fo 1 
quarters, or 









ation of f m m g B 

if' any of the appropriation bills above ennmerated 
shouid fail to be matured before tbe expiration 
of [he current fiscal year, the Government 
would be greatly embarrassed for want of the 
necessary funds to carry on the service. Pre- 
cluded from expending money not appropriated, 
the Departments would have to suspend the 
service, so far as the appropriations for it should 
have failed to be made. 

A careful examination of this subject will 
demonstrate the embarrassed condition all 
branches of the Government will be in— and 
especially the executive — if there should be a 
failure to pass the necessary appropriation bills 
before the 1st of July, or otherwise provide. 

I commend this subject most earnestly to 
your consideration, and urge that some measure 
be speedily ado|^ed to avert the evils which 
would result from non-action by Congress. I 
will venture the suggestion, by way of remedy, 
that a joint resolution, properly guarded, might 
be passed tbrougli the two Houses of Congress, 
extending the provisions of all appropriations for 
the present fiscal year to the next in all cases 
where there is a failure on the 1st of July to sup- 
ply SHch appropriation ; each appropriation so 
extended to hold good until Congress shall have 
passed a corresponding appropriation applicable 
to the new fiscal year, when all moneys ex- 
pended under laws enacted for this fiscd. year 
shall be deducted from the corresponding appro- 
priation for the next. 

To make my ideas on this subject more clear, 
I have caused £0 be drawn up a "joint resolu- 
tion" embodying them more fully. 

U, S. Grant, 

Bxtmiive Mansiori, yutce 17, 1876. 
Joint resolution to provide for defraying tempo- 
rarily the ordinary and necessary expenses of 

the public service. 

Whereas the ordin-iry and necessary expenses 
of the public service in its various branches, 
comprising among others the expenses which es- 
pecially pertain to the legislative, executive, and 
judicial departments of the Government, to the 
consular and diplomatic service, to the postal 
service, to the support of the Army and to the 
maintenance of the Navy, are generally met by 
annual appropriations which expire at the end of 
the current nscal year ; and whereas no p 
funds will be available to defray these expenses 
as the same shall accrue after tl^t period, unless 
appropriations shall have been previously made 
therefor by law ; and whereas to avoid ' 
great embarrassment to the public service 
might otherwise ensue, it is expedient to make 
provision for defraying temporarily such of these 
expenses as would be unprovided for in case 
some one of the usual annual appropriation bills 



esigned to provide therefor should fail to be 
atured by the end of the fiscal year now cur- 
nt: Therefore, , 

Be it resolved by tht Senate aad House of 
Representatives of the United States of America 

I Congress assembled. That in case any of the 
llowing appropriation bills for the fiscal year 

nding June 30, 1877, shall not have passed ty 

he commencement of such year, so that the 
nds to be appropriated thereby may then be 

variable for- expenditure, that is to say, the bill 
providing for the legislative, executive, and ju- 
dicial expenses ; the bill providing for the con- 
sular and diplomatic expenses ; the bill providing 
for the service of the Post-office department; 
the bill providing for the support of the 
Army ; and the bill providing for the naval 
service, the appropriation act for the cur- 
rent fiscal year corresponding in its general 
description and object to such appropriation 
bill shall extend to the fiscal year next ensuing 
until such appropriation bill is enacted and 
takes effect, to the end that the provisions of 
such appropriation act which apply to the ordi- 
nary and necessary expenses of the public 
service for the current fiscal year shall in like 
manner be applicable to similaj expenses which 
may accrue during the period intervening be- 
tween the end of the current fiscal year and the 
time when such appropriation bill for the next 
ensuing fiscal year shall he enacted and take 
effect. 

Fresldent tjt-ant's Letter on a *' Third 
Term," May 29, 18J6. 



Dear Sir; A short time subsequent l( 
Presidential election of 1872, the press, a portion 
of it hostile to the Republican party, and particu- 
larly so to the Administration, started the ciy of 
"Csesarism" and "the Third Term," calling 
lustily for me to define my position on the latter 
subject, I believed it to he beneath the dignity 
of the office which I have been twice called upon 
to fill to answer such a question before the subject 
should be presented by competent authority to 
make a nomination, or by a body of such dignity 
and authority as not to make a reply a fair suli 
ject of ridicule. In fact, I have been surprised 
that so many sensible persons in the Republican 
party should permit their enemy to force upon 
them and their patty an issue which cannot add 
strength to the party, no matter how met. But 
a body of the dignity and party authority of a 
convention to make nominations for the State 
officers of the second State in the Union having 
considered this question, I deem it not improper 
that I should speak. 

In the firat place, I never sought the office for 
a second, nor even for a first nomination. To the 
first I was called from a life position, one created 
by Congress expressly for me, for Supposed ser- 
vices rendered to the Republic. The position 
vacated I liked. It would have been most 
agreeable to me to have retained it until such 
time as Congress might have consented to my re- 
tirement, with the rank and a portion of the 
emoluments which I so much needed, to a home 
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where the balance of mj days might be spent in 
peace and in the enjoyment of domestic quiet, 
relieved from the cares which have oppreised me 

made to believe that the pubhc good called me 
to make the sacrifice. Without seeking the office 
for Ihe second term, the nomination was tendered 
to me by a unanimous vote of the delegates of all 
the Stales and Territories, selected by the Re- 
publicans of each to represent their whole num- 
ber for the purpose of making their nomination. 
1 cannot say that I was not pleased at this, and 
at the overwhelming indorsement which their 
action received at the election following, But it 
must be remembered that all the sacrifices except 
that of comfort had been made in accepting the 
fust term. Then, too, anch a fire of personal 
abuse and slander had been kept up for four years, 
notwithstanding the conscientious performance of 
my duties to the best of my understanding — 
though I admit, in the li^ht of subsequent events, 

dorsement from the people, who alone govern 
republics, was a gratification that it is only human 
to have appreciated and enjoyed. 

Now, for the Third Term, I do not want it 
any more than I did the first. I would not write 
or utter a word to change the will of the people 
in expressing and having their choice. The 
question of the number of terms allowed to any 
one Executive can only come up fairly in the 
shape of a proposition to amend the Constitution, 
a shape in which all polificat parties can partici- 
pate, fining the length of time or the number of 
terms for which any one person shall be eligible 
for the office of President. Until such an amend- 
ment is adopted, the people cannot be restricted 
hi their choice by resolution further than they ari 
now restricted as to age, nativity, etc. It may 
happen in the future history of the country that 
to change an Executive because he has been eight 
years in office will prove unfortunate, if not disas- 
trous. The idea (hat any man could elect him- 
self President, or even renominate himself, is 
preposterous. It is a reflection upon the intelh- 
gence and patriotism of the people to suppose 
such a thing possible. Any man can destroy his 
chances for the office, but no one can force an 

To recapitulate : I am not, nor have I ever 
been, a candidate for a renoraination. I would 
not accept a nomination if it were tendered, un- 
less it should come under such circumstances as 
to make^ it an imperative duty — circumstances 
not likely to arise. 

I congratulate the Convention over which you 

£ resided for the harmony which prevailed, and 
ir the excellent ticket put in the field and which 
I hope may be triumphantly elected. With great 
respect. Your obedient servant, 

U, S. Grant, 
To Gen. Harry White, President Pennsyl- 
vania Republican Slate Convention. 
[The resolution which called for this reply 
was adopted May 26th, and was as follows; "That 
we declare a firm, unqualified adherence to the 
unwritten law of the Republic, which wisely and 
under the sanction of the most venerable examples 
limits the Presidential service of any citizen to 
two terms ; and we, the Republicans of Pennsyl- 



vania, in recognidon of this law, are unalterably 
opposed to the election to the Presidency of any 
person for a third term,"] 

President Gmut'S' Speech at Des Mofues, 
Iowa, September 29, ISTg. 
These remarks were made at the annual 
ion of the Army of the Tennessee : 
omrades ; It always affords me much gratifi- 
1 to meet my old comrades in arms of ten 
and fourteen years ago, and to live over again in 
memory the trials and hardships of those days — 
hardships imposed for the preservation and per- 
petuation of our free institutions. We believed 
then, and believe now, that we had a good Gov- 
ent, worth fightmg for, and, if need be, 
dying for. How many of our comrades of those 
days paid the latter price for our preserved 
Union I Let their heroism and sacrifices be e\ 



I memory. 



Let : 



It the results of 



their sacrifices be destroyed. The Union and 
the free institutions, for which they fell, should 
be held more dear for their sacrifices. We will 
not deny to any of those who fought against us 
any privileges under the Government which we 
claim for ourselves ; on the contrary, we welcome 
all such who come forward in good faith to help 
build up the waste places and to perpetuate onr 
institutions against all enemies, as hroUiers in full 
interest with us m a common heritage ; but we 
are not prepared to apolt^ze for the part we 
took in the war. It is to be hoped that liiie trials 
will never again befall our countiy. In this 
sentiment no class of people can more heartily 
join than the soldier who submitted to the dan- 
gers, trials and hardships of the camp and the 
battle-field. On whichever side they may have 
fought, no class of people are more interested in 
guarding against a recurrence of those days. 

" Lei us, then, begin by gnarding ag^nst every 
enemy threatening the perpetuity of free Republi- 
can institutions. I do not bring into this assem- 
blage polities, certainly not partisan politics ; but 
it is a fair subject for soldiers in their deliber- 
ations to consider what may be necessary to 
secure the' prize for which they battled in a Re- 
public like ours. Where the citizen is the sover- 
eign and the official the servant, where no power 
is exercised except by the will of the people, it 
is important that the sovereign — the people — 
should possess intelligence. 

"The free school is the promoter of (hat in- 
telligence which is to preserve us as a free nation. 
If we are to have another contest in the neat 
future of our national existence, I predict that the 
dividing line will not be Mason's and Dixon's, 
■but between patriotism and intelligence on (he 
one side, and supersdtlon, ambition and ignor- 
ance on the other. Now, in this Centennial year 
of our national existence, I tielieve it a good time 
to begin the work of strengthening the foundation 
of the house commenced by our patriotic fore- 
fathers, one hundred years ago, at Concord and 
Lexington. Let us all labor to add all needful 
guarantees for the more perfect security of free 
thought, free speech and free press, pure morals, 
unfettered rehgious sentiments, and of equal 
rights and privileges to all men, irrespective of 
, nationality, color or religion. Encourage free 
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schools, and resolve that not one dollar of money 
approprinted to their support, no matter how 
raised, shall be appropriated to the Support of 
any sectarian school. Resolve that neither the 
State nor Nation, or both combined, shall support 
institutions of learning other than those sufficient 
to afford to every child, growing up in the land, 
the opportunity of a good coramon school edu- 
cation, unmixed with sectarian, pagan or atheis- 
tical tenets. Leave the matter of religion to the 
family altar, the Church and ihe private school, 
supported entirely Ijy private contribuUons. Keep 
the Church and State forever separate. With 
these safeguards, I believe the battles which cre- 
ated the Army of the Tennessee will not have 
been fought in vain." 

President Grant's Letter Intcrproting It. 

Executive Mansion, 
Washington, November 17, 1875. 
Professor L. F. Barker, Iowa City, Iowa: 

Dear Sib — Yoar letter of the 4th inst. was 
received aljout the time I was stardng for New 
York city, one week ago yesteiday. I expected 
to answer inmiediajely on my return, but permit- 
ted the matter to escape my mind until this time. 

What I sdd at Des Moines was hastily noted 
down in pencil, and may have expressed my 
views imperfectly. I have not the manuscript 
before me, as I gave it to the Secretary of the 
society. My idea of what I said is this: " Re- 
solve that the State or Nation, or both combined, 
shalL famish to every child growing up in the 
land, the means of acquiring a good common 
school education." 



Such is my idea, and such I intended to have 



child in the privilege of a common school edu- 
cation before public means are appropriated to 
a higher education for the few. 

Yours truly, U. S. Gkant. 

President (irant's Letter on Privilegped 
Communications, July 12, 1S!6. 

Executive Mansion, 
Washington, July 12, 1S76, 
Hon. B. H. Bristow ; 

Dear Sir — Through the press I learn that 
the committee of Congress investigating whiskey 
frauds have summoned you as a witness, and 
that you — with great propriety, as I think — have 
declined to testify, claiming that what occurs in 
Cabinet, or between a member of the Cabinet 
and the Executive officially, ts privileged, and 
that a committee of Congress have no right to 
demand answer. I appreciate the position you 
have assumed on this question, but beg to relieve 
you from all obligation of secrecy on this sub. 
ject, and desire not only that you may answer 
all questions asked relating to it, but wish that 
all members of my Cabinet, and ex-members of 
my Cabinet since I have been President, may 
also be called upon to testify in regard to the 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
U. S. Grant. 



XVI. 

IMPEACHMEKT OF WILLIAM W. BELKNAP, LATE 
SECRETARY OF WAR. 



In House. 

1876, March 2 — Mr. Clyker, by 
consent, from the Committee on Expenditures in 
the War Department, sutmiitted a repori in writing, 
relative to evidence of the malfeasance in office 
by WiUiam W. Belknap, late Secretary of War, 
accompanied by the followii^ resolutions, vie ; 

Jfeso^eJ, That William W. Belknap, late 
Secretary of War, be impeached of high crimes . 
and misdemeanors while in office. 

Sesolved, That the testimony in the case of 
William W. Belknap, late Secretary of War, be 
referred 1 the Committee on the Judiciary, with 
instructions to prepare and report without un- 
necessary delay suitable articles of impeachment 
of said William W. Belknap, late Secretary of 
War. 

Resolved, That a committee of five members 
of this House be appointed and instructed to pro- 
ceed immediately to the bar of the Senate, and 
there impeach William W. Belknap, late Secre- 
tary of War, in Ihe name of the House of Repre- 
"""'"""" "s and of all the people of the United 



States of America, of high crimes and misde- 
meanors while in office, and to inform that body 
that formal articles of impeachment will m due 
time be presented, and to request the Senate to 
lake such order in the premises as they deem 
appropriate. 

Which were agreed to. 

The Speaker announced that he had ap- 
pointed as the committee under the second reso- 

Mr, Clymer, Mr. Wilwam M. Robbins, Mr, 
Blackburn, Mr, BA5S,and Mr. Danford. 
In Senate. 

1S76, March 3— Mr. ClymeR, Mr, W;. M. 
Robbins, Mr. Blackburn, Mr. Bass, and Mr. 
Danford appeared at the bar of the Senate and 
delivered the following message : 

Mr. President: In obedience to the order ' 



the House of Representatives w 









of the House of Repre- 
senl'adves and of all the people of the United 
States of America, we do impeach William W. 
Belknap, late Secretary of War of the United 
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Stales, of tiBli crimes and misdemeanors in office ; 
and we further inform the Senate that the House 
of Representatives will in due time exhibit article 
of impeachment against him and make good the 
same; and, in their name, we demand that the 
Senate shall take order for the appearance of said 
William W. Belknap to answer said impeachment. 
The President pro Umfore replied that the 
Senate would take order in the premises ; and 
the committee withdrew. 

On motion by Ml:. Edmunds, 
Ordtred, That the message of the House of 
Representatives relating to the impeachment of 
William W. Belknap be referred to a select com- 
mittee to consist of five Senators, to be appointed 
by the President /fv tempore; and 

The President /ra tempers appointed Mr, ED- 
MUNDS, Mr. CoNKLiNG, Mr. Frelinghuvsen, 
Mr. Thurman, and Mr. Stevenson. 

March 6 — Mr. Edmunds, from the select com- 
mittee to whom was referred (he message of the 
House of Representatives in relation to the im- 
peachment of William W. Belknap, reported the 
following resolution ; which was considered, by 
unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Whereas the House of Representatives on the 
3d day of March, 1876, by five of its members, 
Messrs, Clymer, Robbins, Blackburn, Bass, and 
Danfotd, at the bar of the Senate, impeached 
William W. Belknap, late Secretary of War, of 
high crimes and misdemeanors, and informed tiie 
Senate that the House of Representatives will 
due time exhibit particular articles of impeach- 
ment against him and make good the same % and 
likewise demanded that the Senate take Older for 
the appearance of the said William W. Belkn 
answer the said impeachment ; Therefore, 

Ordered, That the Senate will, according lo 
its standing rules and orders in such cases pro- 
vided, take proper order thereon, {upon the pre- 
....... r rijcles of impeachment,) of which 

" '•--^-- -0 the House of Repre- 



:e shall b. 



April 3 — The Senate, having been informed 
that the House had appointed Managers to cc 
duct the impeachment and bad directed them 
carry to the Senate the Articles agreed upon by 
the House, 

Ordered, That the Secretary inform the Hoi 
of Representatives that the Senate is ready to 1 
ceive the Managers for the purpose of exbibiling 
articles of impeachment agreeably to such notice. 
April 4 — The Managers, Messrs. Scott Lord, 
J. Proctor Knott, Wiluam P. Lyndb, John 
A. McMahon, George A, Jenks, Elbridge 
G. Lafham, and George F, Hoar — were re- 
ceived, and Mr. Lord, their chairman, read the 
following articles of impeachment ; 
Articles exhibited by the Home of Repraenistives 
of the United States of America, in the names 
of themselves and of all the people of the 
thiited States of America, against tVilliam 
IV. Bel/map, late Secretary of War, in main- 
tenance and support of their impeachment 
against him for high crimes and miidemean- 
ors while in said office. 

AXTICLE I. 

That William W. Belknap, while he was in 
office as Secretary of War of the United States 



of America, to wit, on the eighth day of October, 
ighteen hundred and seventy, had the power 
and authority, under the laws of the United 
Stales, as Secretary of War as aforesaid, to ap- 
person to maintain a trading-establish- 
Fort Sill, a military post of Hie United 
Stales; that said Belknap, as Secretary of War 
as aforesaid, on the day and year aforesaid, prom- 
ised to appoint one Caleb P. Marsh to maintain sidd 
trading-establishment at said military post ; that 
thereaSer, to wit, on the day and year aforesaid, 
the said Caleb P, Marsh and one John S, Evans 
entered into an agreement in writing substan- 
tially as follows, to wit : 

Articles of agreement made and entered into 
this eighth day of October, in the year of our 
Lord eighteen hundred and seventy, by and be- 
tween John S. Evans, of Fort Sill, Indian Terri- 
tory, United Slates of America, of the first part, 
and Caleb P. Marsh, of No, 51 West Thirty-fifth 
of Ihe city, county, and State of New 
York, of the second part, witnesseth, namely : 

Whereas the said Caleb P. Marsh has re- 
ceived from General William W. Belknap, Sec- 
retary of War of the United States, the appoint- 
ment of post-lrader at Fort Sill aforesaid ; and 
whereas the name of said John S. Evans is lo be 
filled into the commission of appointment of 
said post-trader at Fort Sill aforesaid, by per- 
mission and at the instance and request of s£dd 
Caleb P. Marsh, and for the purpose of cairying 
out the terms of this agreement; and whereas 
said John S. Evans is to hold said position of 
post-trader as aforesaid solely as the appointee 
of said Caleb P. Marsh, and for the purpose 
hereinafter stated ; 

Now, therefore, said John S. Evans, in con- 
sideration of said appomlment and the sum of 
one dollar to him m hand paid by said Caleb P. 
Marsh, the receipt of which is hereby acknowl- 
edged, hereby covenants and agrees to pay to 
said Caleb P. Marsh the sum of twelve thousand 
dollars annually, payable quarterly in advance, 
in the city of New York aforesaid ; said sum to 
be so payable during (he first year of this agree- 
ment absolutely and under all circumstances, 
anything hereinafter contained to the conlraiT 
notwithstanding; and thereafter said sum shait 
be so payable, unless increased or reduced in 
amount, in accordance wilh the subsequent pro- 
visions of this agreement. 

In consideration of the premises, it is mutually 
agreed between the parties aforesaid as follows, 
namely : 

First. This agreement is made on the basis of 
seven cavalry companies of the United States 
Army, which are now stationed at Fort Sill 
aforesaid. 

Second. If at the end of the first year of this 
agreement the forces of the United States Army 
stationed at Fort Sill aforesaid shall be increased 
or diminished not to exceed one hundred (100) 
men, then this agreement shall remain in full 
force and imchanged for Ihe next year. If, 
however, the said forces shall be increased or 
diminished beyond the number of one hundred 
(100) men, then the amount to be paid under 
this agreement by said John S, Evans to said 
Caleb P. Marsh shall be increased or reduced in 
accordance therewith and in proper proportion 
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thereto. The above rale laid down for the 
Conliituatlon of this i^reement a.t the dose of 
the tirst year thereof shall be applied at the 
close of each succeeding yeaj-^ so long as this 
agreement sliall remain m force and effect. 

Third, This agreement shall remain in force 
and effect so long as said Caleb P. Marsh shall 
hold or control, direcdy or indirecUy, the ap- 
pointment and position of post-lrader at Fort 
Sill aforesud. 

Fourth. This agreement shall take effect from 
the date and day the Secretary of War aforesaid 
shall sign the commission of post-trader at Fort 
Sill aforesaid, said commission to be issued to 
said John S. Evans at (he instance and request 
of said Caleb P. Marsh, and solely for the pur- 
pose of carrying out the provisions of this agree- 

Fifth. Exception is hereby made in regard to 
the first quarterly payment under this agreement, 
it being agreed and understood that the same 
may be paid at any time within the next thirty 
days after the said Secretary of War shall sign 
the aforesaid commission of post-trader at Fort 
Sill. 

Sixth. Said Caleb P. Marsh is at all times, at 
the request of said John S. Evans, to use any 
proper influence he may have with said Secre- 
tary of War for the protection of said John S. 
Evans while in the dischai^e of his legitimate 
dudes in the conduct of the business as post- 
trader St Fort Sill aforesaid. 

Seventh. Said John S. Evans is to conduct the 
said business of post-trader at Fort Sill aforesaid 
solely on his own responsihility and in his own 
name; it being expressly agreed and understood 
that said Caleb P. Marsh shall assume no lia- 
bility in the premises whatever. 

Eighth. And it is expressly understood and 
agreed that the stipulations ;md covenants afore- 
, said ai'e lo apply to and bind the heirs, executors, 
and administrators of the respective parties. 

In witness whereof, the parties to these pres- 
ents have hereunto set their hands and seals the 
day and year first above written. 

John S. Evans. [Seal.] 
C. P. Marsh. [Seal.] 
Signed, sealed, and delivered in presence of 

E. T. Baktlett. 

That thereafter, to wit, on the tenth day of 
October, eighteen hundred and seventy, said 
Belknap, as Secretary of War aforesaid, did, at 
the instance and ceqttest of said Marsh, at the 
city ol Washington, in the District of Columbia, 
appoint said John S. Evans to maintain said 
trading-eslabiishment at Fort Sill, the military 
post aforesaid; and in considemtion of said ap- 
pointment of said Evans so made t^ him as Sec- 
retary of War as aforesaid, the said Belknap did, 
on or about the second day of November, eighteen 
hundred and seventy, uniawfully and corruptiy 
receive from said Caleb P. Marsh the sum of one 
thousand five hundred dollars; and that at divers 
times thereafter, to wit, on or abont the seven- 
teenth day of January, eighteen hundred and 
seventy-one, and at or about the end of each 
three months during the term of one whole year, 
the said William W. Belknap, while still in of- 
fice as Secretary of War as aforesaid, did unlaw- 
fully receive from said Caleb P. Marsh like sums 



of one thousand five hundred dollars, in consid- 
eration of the appointment of the said John S. 
Evans by him, the said Belknap, as Secretary of 
War as aforesaid, and in consideration of his 
permitting sdd Evans to continue to mdntain 
the said trading-establishment at said militaiy 
post during that time. Whereby the said Wil- 
iiam W. Belknap, who was then Secretary of 
War as aforeSEud, was guilty of high crimes and 
misdemeanors in office. 

Article II. 
That said William W. Belknap, while he was 
in office as Secretary of War of the United States 
of America, did, at the city of Washington, il* the 
Distiict of Columbia, on the fourth day of No- 
vember, one thousand eight hundred and sev- 
enty-three, willfully, corruptly, and unlawfully 
lake and receive from one Caleb P. Marsh the 
sum of fifteen hundred dollars, in consideration 
that he would continue to permit one John S. 
Evans lo maintain a trading-establishment at 
Fort Sili, a mititaty post of the United States, 
which said establishment said Belknap, as Secre- 
tary of War as aforesidd, was authorized by law 
to permit to be maintained at said military post, 
and which the sdd Evans had been before that 
lime appointed by said Belknap to maintain; and 
that said Belknap, as Secretary of War as afore- 
said, for said consideration, did corruptly permit 
the said Evans to continue to maintain the said 
trading-establishment at said military post. And 
so the said Belknap was thereby guilty, while he 
was Secretary of War, of a high misdemeanor in 

Article III. 
That said William W. Belknap was Secretary 
of War of the United States of America before 
and during the month of October, eighteen hun- 
dred and seventy, and continued in office as such 
Secretary of War until the second day of March, 
eighteen hundred and seventy-six ; that as Secre- 
tary of War as aforesaid said Belknap had 
authority, under the laws of the United Stales, to 
appoint a person to maintain a trading-establish' 
ment at Fort Sill, a military post of the United 
States, not in the vicinity of any city or town; 
that on the tenth day of October, eighteen hun- 
dred and seventy, said Belknap, as Secretary of 
War as aforesaid, did, at the city of Washington, 
in the District of Columbia, appoint one John 
S. Evans to maintain said trading-establish- 
ment at said military post, and that said 
John S. Evans, by virtue of said appointment, 
has since, till the second day of March, eighteen 
hundred and seventy-six, maintained a trad- 
ing-establishment at said military post; and 
said Evans, on the eighth day of October, 
eighteen hundred and seventy, before he was so 
appointed to maintain said trading-establishment 
as aforesaid, and in order to procure said appoint- 
ment and to be continued therein, agreed with one 
Caleb P. Marsh that, in consideration that said 
Belknap would appoirit him. the said Evans, to 
maintain said trading- establislmient at said mili- 
tary post, at the instance and request of said 
Marsh, he, the said Evans, would pay to him a 
large sum of money, quarterly, in advance, from 
the date of his said appointment by said Belknap, 
to wit, twelve thousand dollars during (he year 
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immediately following the tenth day of October, 
eighteen hundred and seventy, and other large 
Bums of money, quarterly, during each year that 
he, the said Evans, should be pennilled by said 
Belknap to nuuntain said trading-establishment 
at said post; thai said Evans did pay to said 
Marsh said sum of money quarterly during each 
year after his said appointment, until the month 
of December, eighteen hundred and seventy-five, 
when the last of said payments was made; that 
said Marsh, upon the receipt of each of said pay- 
ments, paid one-half thereof to him, the said 
Belknap. Vet the said Belknap, well knowing 
these facts, and having the power to remove said 
Evans from said position at any time, and (o ap- 
point some other person lo maintain said trading- 
establishment, but criminally disregarding his 
duty as Secretary of War, and basely prostituting 
his high office to his lust for private gain, did un- 
lawfully and cotruptly continue said Evans in 
said position, and permit him to mtuntain said 
establishment at said military post during all of 
said time, to the great injury and damage of the 
officers and soldiers of flie Army of the United 
States stationed at said post, as well as of emi- 
gnnfs, freighters and other citizens of the United 
StTtes, against public policy and to the great 
disgrace and detriment of the public service. 
Whereby the said William W. Belknap was, as 
Secretary of War as aforesaid, guilty of high 
crimes and misdemeanors in office. 
Article IV. 
That said William W. Belknap, while he was 
m ofhce and acting as Secretary of War of the 
United 6lates of America, did, on the tenth day 
of October, eighteen hundred and seventy, in the 
exercise of the power and authority vested in 
him as Secretary of War as aforesaid by law, ap- 
point one John S. Evans to maintain a trading- 
establishment >t Fort Sill, a military post of the 
United States; and he, the said Belknap, did re- 
ceive from one Caleb P. Marsh large sums of 
money for and in consideration of his having so 
appointed said John S. Evans to maintain said 
trading-establishment at said military post, and 
for continuing him therein, whereby he has been 
guilty of high crimes and misdemeanors in his 

SpecificaHon I. 

On or about the second day of November, 
eighteen hundred and seventy, said William W. 
Belknap, while Secretary of War as aforesaid, 
did receive from Caleb P. Marsh fifteen hundred 
dollars, in consideration of his having appointed 
said John S. Evans to maintain a trading- estab- 
lishment at Fort Sill aforesaid, and for continuing 
him therein. ' 

Verification IT. 

On or about the seventeenth day of January, 
eighteen hundred and seventy-one, the said Wil- 
ham W. Belknaft while Secretary of War as 
aforesaid, did receive from said Caleb P. Marsh 
fifteen hundred dollars, in consideration of his 
having appointed said John S. Evans t 
a trading' establishment at Fort Sill aforesaid, and 
for continuing him therein. 

SpedficaHon III. 

On or about the eighteenth day of April, 



ighteen hundred and seventy-one, flie said Wil-. 
am W. Belknap, while Secretary of War as 
foresaid, did receive from said Caleb P. Marsh 
fifteen hundred dollars, in consideration of his 
having appointed said John S. Evans to maintain 
a trading- establishment at Fort Sill aforesaid, 
and continuing him therein. 



ilknap, while Secretary of War aa 
aforesaid, did receive from said Caleb P. Marsh 
fifteen hundred dollars, in consideration of his 
having appointed said John S. Evans to maintain 
a ttading'establishment at Fort Sill aforesaid, and 
continuing him therein. 

Specification V. 
ibout the tenth day of November, eigh- 
teen hundred and seventy-one, the said William 
W, Belknap, while Secretary of War as aforesaid, 
did receive from said Caleb P. Marsh fifteen 
hundred dollars, in consideration of his having 
ippointed said John S. Evans to maintain a 
rading- establishment at Fort Sill aforesaid, and 
continuing him therein. 

Specification VI. 

On or about the fifteenth day of January, 
eighteen himdred and seventy-two, the said Wil- 
liam W. Belknap, while Secretary of War as 
aforesaid, did receive from said Caleb P. Marsh 
fifteen hundred dollais, in consideration of his 
having appointed said John S. Evans to maintain 
a trading-establishment at Fort Sitl aforesaid, and 
continuing him therein. 

SpeHfication VII. 

On or about the thirteenth day of June, eigh- 
teen hundred and seventy-two, the said William 
W, Belknap, while Secretary of War as aforesaid, 
did receive from ssud Caleb P. Marsh fifteen 
hundred dollars, in consideration of his having 
appointed said John S. Evans to maintain a 
trading-establishment at Fort Sill aforesaid, and 
continuing him therein. 

SpecificaHon VIII. 

On or about the twenty-second day of Novem- 
ber, eighteen hundred and seventy-two, the said 
William W. Belknap, while Secretary of War 
as aforesaid, did receive from said Caleb P. 
Marsh fifteen hundred dollars, in consideration 
of his having appointed said John S. Evans to 
maintain a trading-establishment at Fort Sill afore- 
said, and continuing him therein. 
Specification IX. 

On or about the twenty-eighth day of April, 
eighteen hundred anfl seventy-three, the said 
William W. Belknap, while Secretary of War as 
afores^d, did receive from said Caleb P. Marsh 
one thousand dollars, in consideration of his iiav- 
ing appointed said John S. Evans to maintain a 
trading. establishment at Fort Sill aforesaid, and 



umgt 



n then 



specification X. 
On or about the sixteenth day of June, 
eighteen hundred and seventy-three, the said 
William W. Belknap, while Secretary of War as 
aforesaid, did receive from said Caleb P. Marsh 
sev jnteen hundred dollars, in consideration of his 
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baring appointed said Join S. Evans tomaintain 
a trading-eslablishnieiit at Fort Sill aforesaid, 
and continuing him therein, 

SfecificniiBn XI. 
On or about the fourth day of November, 
eighteen hundred and seventy-three, the said 
Witliam W. Belknap, while Secretary of War as 
aforesaid, did receive from said Caleb P. Marsh 
fifteen hundred dollars, in consideration of Ms 
having appointed said John S. Evans to maintain 
a trading-establishment at Fort Sill aforesaid, 
and continuing him therein. 

Specification XII. 
On or about the twenty-second day of January, 
eighteen hundred and seventy-four, ttie said 
William W. Beiknap, while Secretary of War as 
aforesaid, did receive from said Caleb P. Marsh 
fifteen hundred dollars, in consideration of his 
having appointed said John S. Evans to maintain 
a trading-establishment at Fort Sill, and continu- 
ing him therein. 

Spedficatioa XIII. 
On or about the tenth day of April, eighteen 
hundred and seventy-four, the said William W. 
Belknap, while Secretary of War as aforesaid, 
did receive from said Caleb P. Marsh fifteen hun- 
dred dollars, in consideration of his having 
appointed said John S. Evans to maintain a trad- 
ing-establishment at Fort Sill aforesaid, and con- 
tinuing him therein. 

Speculation XIV. 
On or about the ninth day of October, eighteen 
hundred and seventy-four, the said William W. 
Belknap, while Secretary of War as aforesaid, 
did receive from s^d Caleb P. Marsh fifteen 
hundred dollars, in consideration of his having 
appointed said John S. Evans to maintain a trad- 
ing-establishment at Fort Sill aforesaid, and con- 
tinuing him therein. 

Specification XV. 
On or about the twenty-fourth day of May, 
eighteen hundred and seventy-five, the said Wil- 
liam W. Belknap, while Secretary of War as 
aforesaid, did receive from said Caleb P. Marsh 
fifteen hundred dollars, in consideration of his 
having appointed said John S. Evans to main- 
tain a trading-establishment at Fort Sill aforesaid, 
and continuing him therein. 

Specification XVI. 
On or about the seventeenth day of November, 
eighteen hundred and seventy-five, the said Wi' 
liam W. Belknap, while Secretary of War i 
aforesaid, did receive from said Caleb P. Marsh 
fifteen hundred dollars, in consideration of his 
having appointed said John S. Evans to roai 
a trading-establishment at Fort Sill aforesaid, and 
continuing him therein. 

Specifimiion XVII. 
On or about the fifteenth day of January, eigh- 
teen hundred and seventy-six, the said William 
W. Belknap, while Secretary of War as aforesaid, 
did receive from said Caleb P. Marsh seven hun- 
dred and fifty dollars, in consideration of his 
having appointed said John S, Evans to maintain 
a trading- establishment at Fort Sill aforesaid, 
and continuing him therein. 



Article V. 

That one John S. Evans was on the tenth day 
of October, in the year eighteen hundred and 
seventy, appointed by the said Belknap to main- 

1 trading-establishment at Fort Sill, a mili- 
tary post on the frontier, not inthevicinity of any 
' ty or town, and said Belknap did, from that day 
intinuously to the second day of March, eigh- 
teen hundred and seventy-sis, permit saii Evans 

untain the same ; and said Belknap \tas in- 
duced to make said appointment by the influence 
and request of one Caleb P, Marsh; and said 
" s paid to SEud Marsh, in consideration of 
such influence and request, and in consideration 
that he should thereby induce said Belknap to 
make said appointment, divers large sums of 
money, at various times, amounting to about 
twelve thousand doUais a year from the date of 
said appointment to the twenty-fifth day of March, 
eighteen hundred and seventy-two, and to about 
six thousand dollars a year thereafter until the 
second day of March, eighteen hundred and sev- 
enty-six, all which said Belknap well knew ; 
yet said Belknap did, in consideration that he 
would permit said Evans to continue to maintain 
said trading-establishment, and in order that 
said payments m^ht continue and be made by 
said Evans to said Marsh as aforesdd, corruptly 
receive from said Marsh, either to his, the said 
Belknap's, own use, or to be paid over to the 
wife of said Belknap, divers large sums of money 
at various times, viz; the sum of fifteen hundred 
dollars on or about the second day of November, 
eighteen hundred and seventy ; the sura of fifteen 
hundred dollars on or about the seventeenth day 
of January, eighteen hundred and seventy-one ; 
the sum of fifteen hundred dollars on or about the 
eighteenth day of April, eighteen hundred and 
seventy-one; the sura of fifteen hundred dollars 
on or about the twenty-fifth day of July, eighteen 
hundred and seventy-one ; the sura of fifteen 
hundred dollars on or about the tenth day of 
November, eighteen hundred and seventy-one; 
the sum of fifteen hundred dollars on or about 
the fifteenth day of January, eighteen hundred 
and seventy-two; the sum of fifteen hundred 
dollars on or about the thirteenth day of June, 
eighteen hundred and seventy-two; the sum of 
fifteen hundred dollars on or about the twenty- 
second day of November, eighteen hundred and 
seventy-two; the sum of one thousand dollars on 
or about the twenty-eighth day of April, eighteen 

hundred dollars on or about the sixteenth day ot 
June, eighteen hundred and seventy-three; the 
sum of fifteen hundred dollars on or about 
the fourth day of November, eighteen hun- 
dred and seventy-three ; the ' sum of fifteen 
hundred dollars on or about the twenty-second 
day of January, eighteen hundred and seventy- 
four ; the sum of fifteen hundred dollars on ot 
about the tenth day of April, eighteen hundred 
and seventy-four; the sum of fifteen hundred 
dollars on or about the ninth day of Octolier, 
eighteen hundred and seventy-four ; the sum of 
fifteen hundred dollars on or about the twenty- 
fourth day of May, eighteen hundred and sev- 
enty-five ; the sum of fifteen hundred dollars on 
or about the seventeenth day of November, eigh- 
teen hundred and seventy-five ; the sum of seven 
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hmidced ajid fifty dollars on or about tie fifteenth 
day of January, eighteen hundred and seventy- 
six; all of "which acis and doings were while the 
aaiil Belknap was Secretary of War of the United 
States, as aforesaid, Hnd were a high misdemeanor 
in said ofilice. 

And the House of Representatives, by protes- 
tation, saving to themselves the liberty of exhiliit- 
ing at any time hereafter any further articles or 
accusation or impeachment against the said Wil- 
liam W. Belknap, late Secretary of War of the 
United States, and also of replying to his an- 
swers which he shall make unto the articles 
herein preferred against him, and of offering 
proof to the same and every part thereof, and to 
all and every other article, accusation, or im- 
peachment which shaU be exhibited by them, as 
the case shall require, do demand that the said 
Wilham W. Belknap may l>e put to answer the 
high crimes and misdemeanors in office herein 
charged against him, and that such proceedings, 
examinations, trials and judgments may be there- 
upon had and given as may be agreeable to law 

and justice, Michael C. Kerr, 

SjKaicr cfthe House of Represmtali'Ves, 
Attest: 

Geoece M, Adams, 

Clerk of Ike House of Representatives. 

April 5 — Mr. Edmunds submitted the follow- 
ing resolution; which was considered, by unanl- 
inous c6nsent, and agreed to : 

Resolved, That a committee of two Senators be 
appointed by the Qiair, to WMt upon the Qiief- 
Justice of the United States and invite him to 
attend in the Senate chamber at one o'eloclt after 
noon this day, and in case of his inability to at- 
tend, then to invite any one of the associate jus- 
tices, to administer to Senators the oath required 
by the Constitution, in the matter of the impeach- 
ment of William W. Belknap, late Secretary of 
Wat; and 

The President pro tempore appointed Mr. Ed- 
munds and Mr. Thueman as such committee. 

After some time the Chief Justice, Hon. Mor- 
rison R. Waite, entered the chamber and 
administered the requisite oaih to the Senators. 
Thereafter, on being notified, the Managers 
appeared and asked for process in the 
when the Senate adopted this order : 

Ordered, That a summons be issued, a 

Jnired by the rules of procedure and practii 
le Senate when sitting for the trial of impeach- 
ments, to William W. Belknap, returnable on 
Monday, the 17th day of the present month, at 
one o'clock in the afternoon. 

April 17 — The defendant interposed the fol- 
lowing plea: 

In the Senate of the United States sitting as a 
Court of Itnpeachment. 



Thk Umi 



if Iho 



And the said William W. Belknap, named in 
the said articles of impeachment, comes here bi 
fore the honorable the Senate of the United State 
sitting as a_eQBrt of impeachment, in his ow 



proper person, and says that this honorable court 
ought not to have or take further cogniiance of 
the said articles of impeachment exhibited and 
presented against him by the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States, because, he says, 
that before and at the time when the said House 
of Representatives oi-dered and directed that he, 
the said Belknap, should be impeached at the 
bar of the Senate, and at the time when the said 
articles of impeachment were exhibited and pre- 
sented gainst him, the said Belknap, by thesaiil 
House of Representatives, he, tlie said Belknap, 
jas not, nor hath he since been, nor is he now, 
n officer of the United States ; but at the said 
:mes was, ever since hath been, and now is, a 
rivate citizen of the United States and of the 
Itate of Iowa; and this he, the said Belknap, v. 



nee of the said articles of impeachment. 

Wm. W. Belknap. 
The Managers were allowed till the 19th inst. 
consider their replication. 
April 19 — The House adopted the following 
replication 1 

In the Senate of the United States, sitting as a 
Court of Impeachment. 

' The KpllcaiioD 



les, to Che 
2. of WUllam 



The House of Representatives of the United 
States, prosecuting, on behalf of themselves and 
the people of the United States, the articles of 
impeachment exhibited by them to the Senate of 
the United States against said William W. 
Belknap, reply to the plea of said William W. 
Belknap, and say that the matters alleged in the 
said plea are not sufficient to exempt the said 
William W. Belknap from answering the said 
articles of impeachment, because they say that 
at the time all the acts charged in said articles 
of' impeachment were done and committed, and 
thence continuously done, to the 2d day of 
March, A. D, 1876, the said William W. Belk- 
nap was Secretary of War of the United States, 
as in said articles of impeachment averred, and 
therefore, that by the Constitution of the United 
States the House of Representatives had power 
to prefer the articles of impeachment, and the 
Senate have full and the sole power to try the 
same. Wherefore, they demand that the plea 
aforesaid of the said William W. Belknap be 
not allowed, but that the said William W. Belk- 
nap be required to answer the said articles of 
impeachment. 

II. 

The House of Representatives of the United 



v,\^iOOglc 
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States, so prosecuting in behalf of themselves 
and the people of 3ie United Slates the said 
articles of impeachment exhibited by them to the 
Senate of (he United States against the said Will- 
iam W. Belknap, fora second and furtherrepli- 
cation to the plea of the said William W. Bel- 
knap, say that the matters alleged in the said plea 
are not sufficient to exempt the said William W. 
Belknap from answering the said articles of im- 



April 34^— The defendant submitted the fol- 
lowing rejoinder ; 

In the Senate of the United Stales, sitting as a 
Court of Impeachment. 

rUponattideBofim- 

Jmran Statbs of Ambbica feouB^of . Repre- 

scntatl^'cB of the 

"'• United SlaleB uf 

ViLLiAH W. Bblknaf. America, of high 

criiDH and n^ 



;t forth in the 
of impeachment he, said William W. Belknap, 
was an officer of (he United States, as alleged in 
the Eiud articles of impeachment ; and they say 
that the said William W. Belknap, after the 
commission of each one of the acts alleged in 
the said articles, was and continued to be such 
officer, as alleged in said articles, until and in- 
cluding the ad <Jay of March, A. D. 1876, and 
until the House of Representatives, by its projier 
committee, had completed its investigation of 
his ofticiat conduct as such officer in regard to 
the matters and things set forth as official mis- 
conduct in the said articles, and Ihe said com- 
mittee was considering the report it should make 
to the House of Representatives upon the same, 
the said Belknap being at the time aware of 
such investigation, and of the evidence taken, and 
of such proposed report. 

And the House of Representatives further say 
that, while its said committee was considering 
and preparing its said report to the House oi 
Representatives recommending the impeach- 
ment of the said William W. Belknap for the 
matters and things set forth in the said articles, 
the said William W, Belknap, with full knowl- 
edge thereof, resigned his position as such 
officer on the said 2d day of March, A. D. 1876, 
with intent to evade the proceedings of impeach- 
ment against him. And the House of Repre- 
sentatives resolved to impeach the said Willian; 
W. Belknap for said matters as in said articles 
set iorth on said id day of March, A. D. 1876. 
And the House of Representatives say that by 
the Constitution of the United States the House 
of Representatives had power to prefe 
articles of impeachment against Che said William 
W. Belknap, and that the Senate 
court of impeachment has fu)l power to try the 

Wherefore the House of Represent^ives de- 
mand that the plea aforesaid be not allowed, 
but thai the said William W. Belknap be com- 
pelled to answer the said articles of impeach- 

'rhe Senate sitting as a court, made the fol- 
lowing order ; 

Ordered, That flie respondent file his rejoin- 
der with the Secretary on or before the 24th day 
of April instant, who shall deliver a copy there- 
of to the Clerk of the House of Representatives, 
and that the House of Representatives file their 
Eur-rejoinder, if any, on or before the Z5th day 
of April, . instant, a copy of which shall be 
delivered fey the Secretary, to the counsel for the 
respondent. 

Ordered, That the trial proceed on the 27th 
day of April, instant, at twelve o'clock and 
thirty minutes afternoon: 



And the said William W. Belknap saith that 
the replication of the House of Representatives 
first aiiove pleaded to the said plea of him the 
said Belknap, and the matters therein contained 
in manner and form as the same are above 
pleaded and set forth, are not sufficient in law for 
aid House of Representatives to have or 
tain impeachment thereof i^ainst him, the 
said Belknap, and that he, the said Belknap, is 
not bound by law to answer the same. 

And this the said defendant is ready to verify. 
Wherefore, by reason of the insufficiency of the 
said replication in this behalf he, the said Belk- 
nap,. prays judgment if the said House of Repre- 
sentatives ou^t to have or maintain this im- 
peachment against him, etc. 

Wm. W. Belknap, 

In the Sitmte of the United Slates sitting as a 
Court of Impeachment. 

r UpDnaillcIesofiiD- 



The Uniti 



S^iiBe^ 



ii^hmenl of tlie 



United States of 
America, of high 



1 to the 



And the said William W. Belknap, a 
second replication of the House of Representa- 
tives of the United States, secondly above 
pleaded, saith that the said House of Represen- 
tatives ought not, by reason of anything in that 
replication alleged, to have or maintain the said 
impeachment against him, the said Belknap, be- 
cause he says- that^it is not true, as in that repli- 
cation alleged, that he, the said Belknap, was 
Secretary of War of Ihe United Stales from any 
time until and including the 2d day of March, 
A. D. 1876, and of this he, the said Belknap, 
demands trial according to law. 
II, 

And the said Belknap further saith, .as to the 
Sidd second replication of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of . the United States,, secondly above 
pleaded, that the said House of Representatives 
ought not, by reason of anything in that replica- 
tion alleged, to have or maintain ■- the suld im- 
peachment against him, the said Belknap, because 
he saith that it is not true, as in. that replication 
alleged, that he, the said Belknap, was Secretary 
of War until the said House of Representatives, 
by any committee of the said House laised'or in- 
structed for that purpose, or having any authority 
from the House of Representatives in that behalf, 
had investigated the omcial conduct of him, the 
said Belknap, as Secretary of War, in regard 10 
the matters and things set forth as official miscon- 
duct in the said articles of impeachment ; and of 
this he, the said Belknap, demands trial accord- 
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III. 
And the said Belknap, as to the said second 
rtpiicatipn of the said House of Representatives 
of the United States, secondly above pleaded, 
further saith that the said House of Representa- 
tives ought not, by reason of anything in that 
replication' aJleged, to have or tt^btain the said 
impeachiDelit againSt him, the sud Belknap, be- 
cause he says that at the city of Washington, in 
:he District of Columbiajon the id day of March, 
A. D. 1876, at ten o'clock and twenty minutes in 
the forenoon of that day, he, the said Belknap, 
lesigned the office of Secretary of War, by writ- 
ten resi^ation under his hand, addressed and 
delivered to the President of the United Slates, 
and the President' of the United States then and 
there accepted the said resignation, by atceptance 
in writing under his hand, then and there in- 
dorsed upon the said written resignatiotij so that 
the said Belknap then and there ceased to he 
Secretary of War of the United Stales, and sir 
that time he, the said Belknap, has not been 
Officer of the United States, but has beenaprivate 
citizen of the United States and of the State of 
Iowa, as stated by said Belknap in his said ptea ; 
and that at the time he, the said Belknap, re- 
signed as aforeSEud, and die said resignation was 
Accepted as aforesaid, the said House of Repre- 
Eeniatives had not ti^en any proceeding foi' the 
investigatioU'or examination of any of the charged 
set forth in the said- articles of impeacbment as 
ofBciat misconduct of him, the said Belknap, aS 
Secretary of War; lior had the said House of 
Representatives raised any committeeof the said 
House, noT directed, nor instructed any 
tee of the said House to make inquiry 01 
gation in that behalf. 

And this the said Belknap is ready to verify. 
Wherefor he prays judgment if the said House of 
Representatives ought to have or maintain the 
E^id impeachment against him the said Belknap. 
IV.. 
And the s^d Belknap, as to the said second 
replication of the House of Representatives of the 
United States, secondly above pleaded, further 
saith that the said House of Representatives of 
the United States, by reason of anything in thai 
replication alleged, ought not to have or maintain 
the said impeachtnent against him the said Belk- 
nap, because he says that; when the said House 
of Representatives took the first proceeding in 
relation to the impeachment of him, the said 
Belknap, and when the matter was first men- 
tioned in the Mid House— that b, in the afternoon 
of the 3d day of March, A, D. 1876— the said 
House of Representatives was fully advised and 
well knew that he, the said Belknap, bad before 
then resigned the said office of Secretary of War, 
by resignation in writing, under his hand ad- 
dressed and delivered to the Preadent of the 
United States, and that the President of the 
United States hadalso before that lime, as Presi- 
dent as aforesaid, accepted the said written resig- 
nation, by acceptance in writing, signed by him 
xnd indorsed on the said written resignation, and 
that he, the said Belknap, was not then an officer 
of the United States, as the facts were. 

And this he, the said Belknap, is ready to 
verify, Wherefore he prays judgment if the s^d 



House of Representatives ought to have ormEun- 
tain the Siud impeachment against him, the said 
Belknap. 

V. 
said Belknap, as to the said second 
replication of the House of Representatives of the 
United States, secondly above pleaded, fuither 
saith that the said House of Representatives of 
the United States, by reason of anything in that 
replication alleged, ought not to have or maintain 
the said impeachment against him, the said Bel- 
knap, because he says that, although true it is that 
a certain committee of the said House, called the 
Committee on the Expenditures of the War De- 
partment, had been pretending to make some in- 
quiry into or invesdgation of the matters and 
things set forth in said articles of impeachment as 
official misconduct of Mm, the said Belknap, bnt 
without any authority from or direction by the 
House of Representatives in that behalf, yet he, 
the said Belknap, says that said committee had 
not completed its said pretended invesligation, 
but was engaged in the examination of witnesses, 
when Sidd coininiltee was informed that the said 
Belknap had resigned as Secretary of War, by 
resignation in writing, under his hand, addressed 
and delivered to the President of the United 
States, and that the President of the United 
States had accepted the said resignadon by ac- 
ceptance in wridng, under his hand, indorsed 
upon the said written resignation ; that said com- 
mittee received the said information during and 
before the completion of the said pretended in- 
vestigation into tlie alleged facts in that behalf, 
to wit, at eleven o'clock in the forenoon of the 
second day of March, A. D. 187.6, and that there- 
upon the saiS committee declared that they, the 
said committee, had no further duty to perform in 
the premises. 

And this the said Belknap is ready to verify. 
Wherefore he prays judgment if the said House 
of Representatives ought to have or maintain the 
said impeachment against him, the said Belknap. 
VI. 
And said Belknap, as to said second replication 
of the House of Representatives of the United 
States, secondly above pleaded, further saith that 
the said House of Representatives oUght not, by 
anything in that replication alleged, to have or 
maintain said impeachment against him, said 
Belkilap, because he says that, although true it is 
that he did resign his position as Secretary of 
War on the zd day of March, A^ D., 1876, at ten 
o'clock and twenty minutes in the forenoon of that 
day, at the city of WashbgtoH in the District of 
dlolnmbia, by a resignation in Writing under his 
hand, addreied to and then and there delivered to 
the President of the United States, and the Presi- 
dent of the United Stales did then and there ac- 
cept said resignation, by acceptance in writing, 
uilder his hand, then and there by him indorsed 
upon said written resignation, nevertheless. It Is 
not true, a9 alleged in that replication,- that he, 
said Belknap, resigned his said position with in- 
tent to'"fwifl'e" any proceedings of said House 
of Representatives to impeach him, said Belknap j 
but on the contrary thereof, he avers the fact 
to be that- a standing committee of said House, 
known as the Committee on the Expenditureii Of 
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the War Depajtment, witliout any authority from 
oi diiection of said House of Representatives to 
examine, mquire, or investigate in regard to the 
matters and things set forth in said articles as 
ofScLal misconduct of him, said Belknap, had 
examined one Marsh, and he had made a state- 
ment to said committee, which said statement, if 
true, would not support articles of impeachment 
^iinst him, said Belknap, but which said state- 
ment was of such a character in respect to other 
persons, some of whom had been and one of 
whom was so nearly connected with him, said 
Belknap, by domestic ties as greatly to afflict him, 
said Belknap, and make him willing to secure 
the suppression o ' so much of said statement as 
affected such other persons at any cost to himself, 
Iherelore he, said Belknap, proposed tosaidcora- 
mittee that, if said committee would suppress that 
pact of said statement which related to said 
other persons, he, said Belknap, though contrary 
to the truth, would admit the receipt by him, 
said Belknap, of all the moneys stated by said 
Marbh to have been received by him from one 
Evans mentioned in sdd statement and paid over 
by said Marsh to any other person or persons, but 
said Eonunittee decUned to accede to said propo- 
sition, and Hon. Hibstek Clvuer, chairman of 
said committee, then declared to said Belknap 
that he, said Clymer, should move in the said 
House of Representatives, upon the statement of 
said Marsh, for the impeachment of him, said 
Belknap, unless tlie said Belknap should resign 
bis position as Secretary of War before noon of 
the nejtt day, to wit, March the 2d, A. D. l&j6 ; 
and, said Belknap r^arding this statement of said 
Clymer, chairman as aforesaid, as an intimation 
that he, said Belknap, could by tljns resigning 
avoid the affliction inseparable Irom a protracted 
trial in a forum which would attract the greatest 
degree of public attention, and the humiliation of 
availing himself of the defen^ disclosed in said 
statement itself which would cast blame upon 
said other persons, he yielded to the su^estion 
made by said Clywer, chairman as aforesaid, 
believing that the same was made in good faith 
by the said Clymbr, chairman as aforesaid, and 
that he, said Belknap, would, by resigning his 
position as Secretary of War, secure the speedy 
dismissal of said statement from the public mind, 
which said statement, though it involved no 
criminality on his part, was deeply painful lo his 
feelings ; and did resign his said position as Sec- 
retary of War, as hereinbefore stated, at ten 
o'clock i^nd twenty minutes in the forenoon of 
the 2d day of March, A. D. 1876; and at eleven 
o'clock in the forenoon of the day and year last 
aforesaid he, said Belknap, caused said commit- 
tee to be notified of his said resignation and of 
the acceptance thereof by the President of the 
United States as aforesaid ; all of which was in 
puisuance and in consequence of the said sug- 
gestion so made by said Clymer ; and thereupon 
said committee declared that they, the said com- 
mittee, had no further duty to perform in the 
premises. And he, said Belknap, submits that, 
while said House of Representatives claims that 
said Clymer was acting on its behalf in said 
pretended examination of said Marsh, said House 
ought, in honor and in law, to be estopped io 
deny that sud Clyuek was alsoitctmg on behalf 



of said House in suggesting the resignation of 
him, said Belknap, as aforesaid, and ought not 
to be heard to complain of a resignation thus in- 

And this he, the said Belknap, is ready to verify. 
Wherefore he prays judgment if the said House 
of Representatives ought to have or maintain the 
impeachment against him, the said Belknap. 
Wm. W. Belknap, 
April 25 — -The House adopted this joinder in 
demurrer and surrejoinder : 

/» /-ii Senais of tki United Stales, sUling as a 
Court of Impeachment. 

Thh Uhiibd States op Amekica Rep reaemaiives 

M. i of Ihc Unlttd 

Wtluam W, Bhlknai'. Stalca, April 15, 

The House of Representatives of the United 
States, in the name of themselves and of alt the 
people of the United States, say that the said 
first replication to the plea of the said William 
W. Belknap to the articles of impeachment ex- 
hibited against him as aforesaid, and the matteis 
therein contained, in manner and form as the 
same are above set forth and slated, are sufhcient 
in law for the said House of Representatives to 
have and maintain the said articles of impeach- 
ment against the said William W. Belknap, and 
that the Senate sitting as a court of impeachment 
has jurisdiction to hear, try, and determine the 
same; and the House of Repres^alives are 
ready to verify and prove the same, as the Senate 
sitting as a court of impeachment shalt direct 
and award. Wherefore, inasmuch as the said 
William W, Belknap hath not answered the said 
articles of impeachment or in any manner denied 
the same, the said House of Representatives, in 
the name of themselves and of all the people of 
the United States, pray judgment thereon ac- 
cording to law, that the said William W. Bel- 
knap be adjudged guilty of the high crimes and 
misdemeanors aforesaid, and that the Senate 
sitting as a court of impeachment do adjudge 
accordingly. 

And the said House of Representatives, as to 
the first and second subdivisions of the rejoinder 
to the second replication of the House of R»>- 
resentatives to the plea of the defend^it to the 
articles of impeachment, wherein the said de- 
fendant demands trial according to law, the said 
House of Representatives, in behalf of them- 
selves and all the people of the United States, 
do the like; and as to the third, fourth, fifth, 
and sixth, subdivisions of the rejoinder of the said 
defendant to the said second replication, they 
say that the said House of Representatives by 
reason of anything ty the said defendant in said 
last-named subdivisions of said rejoinder above 
alleged, ought not to be barred from having and 
maint^ntng the said articles of impeachment 
against the said defendant, because they say that, 
reserving to themselves all advantage of extep- 
tion to the sufficiency of the said subdivisions <rf 
said rejoinder to said second replication, they 
deny each and every averment in said several 
rejoinders to said second replication contained, 
or either of them, which denies or traverses the 
acts and intents chained against said defendant 
in said second replication, and they re-aflirm 
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(he truth of tie n tt tat d t! Ad this 

the said Ho f R p n es p j n ay be 

inquired of by h S n t tt n as urt of 

Wherefore thsadHu fRpes nlitives. 
in the name of themselves and of the people of 
the United States, pray judgment thereon ac- 
cording to law, that the said William W. Bel- 
knap be adjudged guilty of the high crimes and 
misdemeanors aforesaid, ajid that the Senate sil- 
ting as a court of impeachment do adjudge ajid 
determine accordingly. 

April 27 — The defendant filed the following 
similiUr; 

In the Senate of the United States, sitting as a 
Court of Impeachment. 

|-Uponflrliclesofim- 



And the said Belknap, as to the surrejoinder 
of said House of Representatives to the third, 
fourth, fifth, and sixth rejoinders of the said Bel- 
hiiap to the second replication of said House of 
Representatives above pleaded, whereof said 
House of Representatives have demanded trial, 
the said Belknap doth the like. 

Wm. W. Bbiknap. 

Same day, April ^^ — The defendant's counsel 
having moved a postponement of the trial until 
the first Monday in December next, 

Mr, Edmunds moved, in private session, tliat 
it be denied. 

After debate, and voting down two amend- 



Mr. Edmunds' m 



nays o, n 



3tmg 1: 



s adopted — yeas 39, 



— The Senate adopted these ordi 

Ordered, That ^e Senate proceed fii;st to hear 
and determine the question whether W. W. 
Belknap, the respondent, is amenable to trial by 
impeachment for acts done as Secretary of War, 
notwithstanding his resignation of said office ; 
and that the managers and counsel in such argu- 
ment discuss the question whether the issues of 
fact are material and whether the matters in sup- 
port of the jurisdiction alleged by the House of 
Representatives in the pleadings subsequent to 
the articles of impeachment can be thus alleged 
if the same are not averred in said articles. 

Ordered, That the hearing proceed on the 4th 
of May, 1876, at twelve o'clock and thirty min- 
ute : p. m. ; that the opening and close of the 
argument he given to the respondent ; that three 
counsel and three managers may be heard in such 
order as may be i^eed on between themselves; 
and that such time be allowed for argument as 
(he managers and counsel may desire. 

May 5 — The argument of counsel began and 
was contbiued for several days, and then the 
Senate in secret session debated the subject. 

May 29 — Debate having been concluded under 
the order of 28th uit.. 

The President !»™ tempore announced that 
the proposition before the Senate now pending 
for determination was the inquiry submitted by 
Mr. MoKTON on the l6th instant. 



Mr. Morton having modified his inquiry to 
read as follows — 

Resolved, That the power of impeachment 
reated by the Constitution does not extend to a 

Cirson who is chalked with the commission of a 
gh crime while he was a civil officer of the 
United States and acting In his official character, 
but who had ceased to be sjich officer before the 
finding of articles of impeachment by the House 
of Representatives- 
Mr. Morrill, of Vermont, moved to amend 
the resolution by striking out all after the word 
"resolved" in the first line and in lieu thereof 

That the demurrer of the -espondent to the 
replication of the House of Representatives to the 
plea of the respondent be, and the same is hereby, 
overruled) and that the plea of the respondent to 
the jurisdiction of the Senate be, and the same is 
hereby, overruled; and that the articles of im- 
peachment ace sufficient to show that the Senate 
has jurisdiction of the case, and that the respoud- 

tained in the articles of impeachment. 

Mr, CllRlSTlANCV moved to amend the amend- 
ment of Mr. Morrill, of Vermont, by striking 
out all after the words " resolved, that," and in 
lieu thereof Inserting : 

W. W. Belknap, the respondent, is not amen- 
able to trial by impeachment for acts done as 
Secretary of War, he having resigned said office 
before the impeachment. 

Mr, Wright moved to lay the resolution of 
Mr, Morton on the table. 

Which was agreed to — yeas 36, nays 30, as 
follow : 

Yeas — Messrs. Bayard, Bogy, Burnside, Ca- 
perton, Cockrell, Cooper, Davis, Dawes, Dennis, 
Edmunds, Goldlhmaile, Gordon, Hamilton of 
Texas, Hitchcock, Kelly, Kiman, Key, Mc- 
Creery, McDonald, Maxey, Mitchell, Morrill of 
Vermont, Noraiood, Randolph, .Sbhkijb, Robert- 
son, Sargent, Saulsiury, Sherman, Stevenson, 
Tkurman, Wadlelgh, Wallace, Whyte, Withers, 
Wright— 36. 

Nays— Messrs. AlKson, Booth, Boutweii, 
Bruce, Cameron of Pennsylvania, Cameron of 
Wisconsin, Christiancy, Clayton, Conkling, Cra- 
gin, Dorsey, Eaton, Feny of Michigan, Freling- 
huysen, Homlln, Harvey, Howe, Ingalls, yones 
of Florida, Jones of Nevada, Logan, McMillan, 
Morrill of Maine, Morton, Oglesby, Paddock, 
Patterson, Spencer, West, Windom — 30. 

Mr, ThurmAN offered the following- 

1 . Resolved, That in the opinion of he Senate 
William W. Belknap, the respoi den ame 
able to trial by impeachment fo a done as 
Secretary of War, notwithstanding h ig a on 
of said office. 

2. Resolved, That the House of R p e en a 
tives and the respondent be notified ha on he 

— day of , at twelve o'clock mend n he 

Senate will deliver its judgment in open Senate 
on the question of jurisdiction raised by the 
pleadings, at which time the managers on the 
part of the House, and the respondent are notified 

3. Resolved, That at the time specified in the 
foregoing resolution the President of the Senate 
shall pronounce the judgment of the Senate aa 
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follows : " It is ordered bj^ the Senate sitting for 
the triai of the articles of impeachment preferred 
by the House of Representatives against William 
W. Belknap, late Secretary of War, that the de- 
murrer of said WiUiam W. Belknap to the repli- 
cation to Ibe House of Representatives to the 
plea Co the jurisdiction filed by said Belknap be, 
and the same hereby is, overruled; and going 
back to the first defect, and it being the opinion 
of the Senate that said plea is insufficient in law, 
and that said articles of impeachment are suf- 
ficient in law, it is therefore further ordered and 
adjudged that said plea be, anil the same hereby 
is, overruled and held for naught, and said Will- 
iam W. Beiknsp is ordered to plead oransww to 

the merits withm days; which judgment 

thus pronounced shall be entered upon the jour- 
nal of the Senate sitting as aforesaid." 

Mr. CONKLING moved to amend the first reso- 
lution by inserting at the end thereof " before he 
was impeached." 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. CoKKLlNG having demanded a division of 
the question embraced in the resolutions of Mr. 
Thurmam and a separate vote upon the litst reso- 
lution, 

On the question Co agree thereto as amended, 

Mr. Paddock moved to amend the said reso- 
Intion, as amended, by striking out after Che 
word "resolved" and in lieu thereof insert- 



in of 



ment were commenced against him by the 
of Representatives, Che Senate cannot take ju 
diction in this case. 

Which was disagreed to — yeas ag, nays 37 
Yeas — Messrs. Allison, Booth, BouCwell, 
Bruce, Cameron of Wisconsin, Christiancy, Clay- 
ton, Conkling, Cragin, Dorsey, Eaton, Ferty of 
Michigan, Frelinghuysen, Hamlin, Harvey, 
Howe, Ingalls, yonti of Florida, Jones of Ne- 
vada, Logan, McMilkn, ftJorriU of Maine, Mor- 
ton, Oglesby, Paddock, Patterson, Spencer, 
West, Windom—jg. 

Nays — Messrs, Bayard, Bogy, Burnside, Cam- 
eron of Pennsylvania, Caperton, Cockrell, Coopsr, 
£>avis, Dawes, Dennis, Edmunds, Goldlhwaiii, 
Gordon, Hamilton of Jtv^, Hitchcock. Kelly, 
Kiraan, Key, McCreery, McDonald, Maxey, 
Mitchell, Morrill of Vermont, Norwood, Ran- 
dolpk. Ransom, Robertson, Sargent, Sauhhury, 
Sherman, ii«/™ji.«, Thurmam, Wadleigh, Wal- 
lace, Whyle, IVuhers, Wright— 37. 

The first resolution of Mr. Thurman, amended 
ifi read as follows ; 

Kesohied, That in the opinion of the Senate 
William W. Belknap, the respondent, is 



of said office before he was impeached- 
Was then agreed to — yeas 37, nays 29 : 
Yeas — Messrs. Bayard, Bogy, Burnside, Cam- 
eron of Pennsylvaiua, Caperlon, Cockrell, Cooper, 
Davis, Dawes, Dennis, Ednujnds, Coldth-aiaite, 
Gordon, Hamilton of Texas, Hitchcock, Kelly, 
Keraan, Kiy, McCreity, McDonald, Money, 
.Mitchell, Miarill of Vermont, /Norwood, Ran- 
dolph, Raniim, RoberCsonj Sargent, Saulsiury, 



Sherman, Stevenson, Tkarman, Wadleigh, Wal- 
ce, Whyle, Withers, Wright— 37. 

Nays — Messrs. Allison, Booth, Boutwell, 
Bruce, Cameron of Wisconsin, Christiancy, Clay- 
ton, Conkling, Cragin, Dorsey, Baton, Ferry of 
Michigan, Frelinghuysen, Hamlin, Harvey, 
Howe, Ingalls, Jotus of Florida, Jones of Ne- 
vada, Logan, McMillan, Morrill of Maine, Mor- 
on, Oglesby, Paddock, Patterson, Spencer, West, 
Windom — 29. 

The second resolution, as amended, as follows : 

Resohed, That the House of Representatives 
and the respondent be noCiHed that on Thursday, 
the I3t day of June, 1876, at one o'clock p. m., 
the Senate will deliver its judgment, in open 
Senate, on Che question of jurisdiction raised by 
the pleadings, at which time Che managers on 
Che "part of the House and the respondent ate 
notified to attend- — 

Was then agreed to — yeas 45, nays, 4: 

Yeas — Messrs. Bayard, Bogy, BOOTH, Bout- 
well, Burnside, Caperton, Christiancy, Clayton, 
Cockrell, Cooper, Davis, Dawes, Dennis, Ed- 
munds, Ferry of Michigan. Galdthvraite, Gordon, 
Hamilton of Texas, Harvey, Hitchcock, Kelly, 
Kernan, Key, McCreery, McDonald, Maxey, 
Morrili of VermonC, Nonoood, Oglesby, Paddodt, 
Randolph, Ransom, RoberCson, Sargent, Sauls- 
bury, Sherman, Stevenson, TAurman, Wadleigh, 
Wallace. West, iVAyte, Windom, Wit&ers, 
Wright— 45. 

Nays — Messrs. Eaton, Hamlin, McMillan, 
Morrill of Maine — 4. 

The Ihu^i resolution, amended to read as fol- 

Resolved, That at the time specified in the fore- 
going resolution the President of the Senate shall 
pronounce the judgraenC of the Senate as follows : 
"It is ordered by the Senate sitting for the trial 
of the articles of impeachment preferred by Che 
Jlouse of iRepcesenCalives agaijist WiUiara W. 
Belknap, late Secretary of War, that the demurrer 
oi said William W. Belknap to the replication of 
Che House of JiepresentaUves to Ihe plea to the 
jurisdiction filed by said Belknap be, and the 
same hereby is, overruled; and, it being the opin- 
ion of the Senate that said plea '3 insufficient in 
law and that said articles of impeachment are 
sufficient in law, it is therefore further ordered 
and adjudged that said plea be, and the same 
hereby is, overruled and held for naught;" 
which judgment thus pronounced shall be en- 
tered upon the journal of the Senate sitting as 



afon 

Was then agreed Co — yeas 35, nays 22 : 
Yeas — Messrs. Bayard, Bogy, Burnside, Cam- 
eron of Pennsylvania, Caperton, Cockrell, Cooper, 
Davis, Dawes, Dennis, Edmunds, Goldthviaile,, 
GofrfiJWi Hamilton of Texas,,A>//f,.ffifM.*re K^, 
McCreery, McDonald, Maxey, Morrill ol Vw- 
moni, Norwood, Randolph, Ra»som, Rob« .spn, 
Sargent, Saulsbury, Sherman, Stevenson, TAur- 
man, Wadleigh, Wallace, Whyle, Withers, 
Wright— 35. 

Nays— Messrs. Allison, Booth, Boutwell, 
Cameron of Wisconsin, Christiancy, Conkling, 
Cragin, Eaton, Ferry of Michigan, Frelinghupen, 
Hajnlin, Harvey, Howe, Jones of Nevada, Lngaii, 
McMillan, Morrill of Maine, Oglesby, Paddock, 
Spencer, West, Windom— -22. 



..Google 



IMPEACHMENT OF WILLIAM W. BELKNAP. 



167 



June I — The President pro tempore of the 
Senate ajinounced the judgment of the body, as 
follows : 

On the question of jurisdiction raised by the 
pleadings in this tri^I, it is ordered by the Senate 
sitting for the trial of the articles of impeachment 
preferred by the House of Representatives against 
William W. Beiknap, late Secretary of War, that 
the demurrer of said- William W. Beiknap to the 
replication of the House of Representatives to the 
plea to the jurisdiction tiled by said Belknap be, 
and the same hereby is, overruled ; and, it being 
the opinion of the Senate that said plea is insut- 
Gcient in law and that sdd articles of unpeach- 
menf are sufficient in law, it is therefore further 
ordered and adjudged that said plea be, and the 
same hereby is, overruled and held for naught. 
The Secretary will make the proper entry upon 
the journal. 

Mr. Whyte offered the following: 
' Ordered, That W. W. Belknap -is hereby or- 
dered to plead further or answer the articles of 
impeachment within ten days from this date. 

After debate, the Court adjourned fill Tuesday 

June 6 — The question being on Mr. Whyte's 

Mr. Sherman moved to amend by striking 
out the words " is hereby ordered" and inserting 
the words "liave leave;" which was agreed to. 

The question being on the motion as amended, 

Mr. Thurman moved to add the following at 
the end of the order ; , j 

And that in default of an answer to the merits 
within ten days by respondent to the articles of 
limpeachment, the trial shall proceed as upon a 
plea of not guilty. 

Mr. Black, of counsel for therespondent, sub- 
mitted the following motion : 
In the Senate ef Ike United States sitting as a 
Court of fnipeachmeat. 

The United States of America ") 
William W. Belknap. J 

Here in Court comes the said William W. 
Belknap, and moves the Court now here, to va- 
cate the order entered of record in the cause set- 
ting aside and holding as naught the plea of him, 
said Belknap, by him first above in this cause 
pleaded, for the reason that said order was not 
,^sed with the concurrence of two-thirds of the 
.Senators present and voting upon the question of 
adopting and passiug said order, as appears by 
the record in this cause. 

William W. Belknap. 
J. S. Black, 
Montgomery Blair, 
Matt. H. Carpenter, 

0/ Coansel. 
ion by Mr. Whyte, tliat the court ad- 



jui 



t till t< 



lock tc 



irargu- 



DOn the above motion, was lost — yeas 
.nays 23, 

Mr. Thurman's amendment was then agreed 
to, yeas 35, nays 7. 

The question recmring on Mr. Whyte's mo 

Mr. Whyte moved to strike out the wordi 
-'plead further or ;" which was agreed to. 



The order as amended was then agreed to— yeas 
33, nays 4, reading as follows ; 

Ordered, That W, W. Belknap has leave to 

swer the articles of impeachment within ten 
days from this date; and that in default of an 
er to the merits within ten days by respond- 
j the articles of impeaiaiment, the trial shall 
proceed as upon a plea of not guilty. 

"Mr. Manager Lord offered the following: 

Resolved, That on the 6th day of July, 1876, 
the Senate sitting as a court of impeachment will 
proceed to hear the evidence on the merits in the 
trial of this case. 

Mr. Sargent moved the same proposition eit- 

pt the date fixed wa.s "19th day of June." 

Mr. Anthony moved to suhstllute "nth of 
July." 

Mr. Cameron, of Penna., moved to substitute 
" 6lh of July ;" which was agreed to. 

The amendment, as amended, was then re- 
After debate, 

Mr. Sargent modified his motion so as to read 
as follows r 

Resolved, That further proceedings in this case, 
after the filing of his answer by the defendant, be 
postponed until the 6th day of December next. 

Mr. Edmunds moved to amend by striking out 
'■ 6th day of December next" and inserdng " 6th 
day of July." 

Mr. CocKRELL moved to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out the words proposed to be 
inserted, and inserting " iglhday of June instant." 

The amendment to the amendment was then 
rejected — yeas 19, nays 27 : 

Yeas — Messrs. Allison, Bayard, Bogy, Caper- 
ton, Coekrell, Dennis, Gordon, Hamilton, JoAn- 
ston, Maxey, Morrill of Vermont, Nor-mood, 
Sargent, Saidsbary, Sherman, Stevenson, Thur- 
man, Whyte, Witkers—l^. 

Nays — Messrs. Anthony, Booth, Bumside, 
Clayton, Conk ling, Cooper, Cragin, Dotsey, 
Eaton, Edmunds, Ferry of Michigan, GBld- 
tkwaite, Hamlin, Howe, Kelly, Key, I,ogan, Me- 
Creery, Mitchell, Morrill of Maine, Moiton, 
Paddock, Ransoni, Robertson, Wadleigh, Win- 
dcm, Wright— 37. 

The amendment of Mr. Edmunds was then 
agreed to — yeas 36, nays 9 : 

Yeas— Messrs. Anthony, Bayard, Bogy, Booth, 
Capsrtan, Coekrell, Conkling, Cooper, Cragin, 
Dennis, Eaton, Edmunds, Ferry. of Michigan, 
Goldthieaite, Gordon, Hamilton, Hamlin, Howe, 
yohnston, Kelly, Key, McCreery, Maxey, Mitch- 
ell, Morrill of Maine Morrill of Vermont, Nor- 
wood, Raftsom, Robertson, Saulshiry, Stevenson, 
Tkurman, Wadleigh, iVhyte, IVitAers, Wright 
—36 

Nays — Me'jsn. Allison, Burnside, Clayton, 
Jones of Nevada, Morton, Paddock, Sargent, 
Sherman, Windom — 9 

The resolution of Mr SARGENT having been 
further amended, on the motion of Mr. Edmunds, 
was agreed lo as follows ; 

Ordered. That on the 6th of July, 1876, atone 
o'clock, p. m., the Senate sitting as a court of im- 
peachment will proceed to hear the evidence on 
the merits of the trial in this case. 

Mr. Blair, of counsel for respondent, offered 
the following motion: 
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In the Senate of ths United States sUtiag ai a 
Court of Itnjieachment. 
The United States "1 

William W. Belknap. J 

William W. Belknap, by his counsel, moves 
ihe court that an order be made upon the mana- 
gers on the part of the House of Representatives 
10 furnish within twenty-four hours to the accused 
or his counsel s, WSI of the witnesses whom they 
intend to call, together with the particulars of the 
facts which they expect to prove by them. 

Whicli was rejected. 

The Senate then adopted the following or- 

Ordered, That the managers furnish to the de- 
fendant, or his counsel, within four days, a list 
of witnesses, as far as at present known to them, 
that they intend to call in this case ; and that, 
within four days thereafter, the respondent furnish 



) the I 



knov 



, that h. 



t of 



s far i 



Jn the Senate of Ike United Slates sitting as a 
Court of Impeachment. 

The United States of America "j 
William W. Belknap. j 

And now, to wit, this l6th day of Tune, 1876, 
the said William W. Belknap comes into court, 
and being called upon to plead further to the 
said articles of impeachment, doth most humbly 
and with profound respect represent and show to 
this honorable court, that on the 17th day of 
April last he did plead to the said articles of im- 
peachment, and in his said plea did allege that at 
the time when the House of Representatives of 
the United States ordered the said impeachment, 
and at the time when the said articles of impeach- 
ment were exhibited at the bar of the Senate 
against him, the said Belknap, he, the said Bel- 
knap, was and ever theiet^ter had been not a pub- 
lic officer of the United States, but a private 
citizen of the United States and of the State of 
Iowa; and that the plea afraesaid and all the 
matters and things tlierein contained were by 
him, said Belknap, fiilly verified by proofs, 
naniely, by admissionsof thesaid House of Rep- 
resentatives before said court ; and the said Belk- 
nap further represents and shows to the court 
here, that the truth and sufficiency of the plea 
pleaded by him as aforesaid were thereupon de- 
bated by the managers of the said House of 
Representatives and the coutisel of this respon- 
dent, and thereupon si^mitled to this court foi 
its determination and judgment thereon; Mid 
that such proceedings were Uiereupon had in this 
court on that behalf in this cause ; that afterward, 
to wit, on the 29th day of May last past, the mem- 
bers of this court, to wit, the Senators of the United 
States sitting as a court of impeachment as afore- 
said, did severally deliver their several j udgments, 
opinions, and votes on the truth and sufficiency in 
law of the s^d plea, when and whereby it was 
made duly to appear that only thirty-seven Sena- 
tors concurred in pronouncing said plea insuf- 
ficient or untrue ; whereas twenty-nine Senators 



itting in said court, by their opinions and votes, 
flirmed and declared their opinion to be that 
said plea was sufficient in law and true in point 
of fact; so that the said Belknap in fact saith 
at, on the day and year last aforesaid, twenty- 
ne Senators silting in said court declared there- 
that the said Belknap, having ceased to be a 
iblic officer of the United States by reason of 
s resignation of the office of Secretary of War 
of the United States before proceedings in im- 
"jeachment were commenced against hini by the 
iouse of Representatives of the United States, 
the Senate cannot take jurisdiction of this cause ; 
and that seven Senators did not vote upon said 
lestion, and only thirty-seven Senators, by their 
ites, declared their opinion to be that the Senate 
mid take jurisdiction of said cause. And after- 
ward thirty-seven Senators sitdng tn said court, 
and no more, concurred in a resolution declaring 
that "in the opinion of the Senate William W. 
Belknap ia amenable to trial on impeachment for 
acts done as Secretary of War, notwithstanding 
his resignation of said office," and that twenty- 
nuie of said Senatois silting in said court, by their 
votes, affirmed and declared their opinion to be 
to the contrary thereof And afterward, on the 
day and year last aforesaid, it was proposed in 
said court that the President pro tempore of tlte 
said Senate should declare the judginent of the 
said Senate, sitting as aforesaid, to be that said 
plea of said respondent should be held for naught, 
and a vote was taken upon said proposition ; and, 
9s said vote showed, two-thirds of the said Sena- 
tors present did not concur therein ; but, on the 
contrary thereof, only thirty-six Senators did con- 
cur therein, and twenty-seven Senators then and 
there iHBsent, and voting on said -proposition, did 
by their votes dissent from and vote against said 
proposition. A!i of which appears more fully 
and at large upon the record of this court in this 
cause, to which record he, said Belknap, prays 
leave to refer. 

Therefore the said Belknap, referring to the 
Constitution of the United States, article i, sec- 
tion 3, clause 6, which provides tliat "no peison 
shall be convicted without the concurrence of 
two-thirds of the members present," (meaning on 
trial on impeachment,) avers that his said plea 
has not been overruled or held for naught by the 
Senate sitting as aforesaid, no si:ch judgment 
having been concurred in by two-thirds of the 
Senators sitting in said court and voting thereon; 
but, on the contrary thereof, as the vote aforesaid 
fully shows, the said plea of the said respondent 
was sustained. and its truth in fact and sufficiency 
in law duly affirmed by the said Senate sitting as 
aforesaid, more than one-third of the Senators of 
said Senate, sitting as aforesaid, having by their 
votes so declared, to wit, twenty-seven Senators 
as aforesaid, and said twenty-seven Senators hav- 
ing by their votes declared and affirmed their 
opinion to be, that said plea of said respondent 
was true in fact, and was sufficient in law to pre- 
vent the Senate sitting as aforesaid from biking 
fiulher cognizance of said articles of impeach- 
Wherefore the respondent avers that he has 
already been substantially acquitted by the Sen- 
ate sitting as aforesaid ; and that he, the said 
respondent, is not hound further to answer said 
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articles of impeadunent ; tie s^d order requiring 
this respondeiil to answer over not having been 
made with tie cancurrence of two-thirds of the 
snid Senators sitting ss aforesaid and voting upon 
the question of the passage of said order ; and 
said order having been passed with the coiicur- 
rehce only of leas than two-thirds of the said 
Senators sitting as aforesaid, and voting on tlie 
question of tnajdng and passing said ord^, the 
said order ought not to have been entered of 
record as an order of Said Court of impeachment 
in this cause; and said order appearing upon the 
whole record of said {:ause to be null and void, 
as an order of said court. 

And the said respondent prays the court now 
here, as he has before fonoally moved said court, 
to vacate said order, and me said respondent 
hereliy prays said court that he may be hence dis- 
missed. William W. Bslknap, 
Matt. H. Cakpenter, 
J. S. Black, 
Montgomery Biair, 
Of Counsel for said Sesfondeni. 
Mr. Manager Lord offered the following 

Ordered, That W. W. Belknap having made 
default to plead or answer to the merits within 
the time tixed in the order of the Senate, the trial 
proceed as upon a plea of not guilty, in pursuance 
of the former order. 

Adjourned, for want of a quorum, till to- 

June 17— Me. BLAcai;, of counsel, offered the 
following order: 

Ordered, That this cause be continued until 
some convenient day in the month of November. 

Pending which, the Managers expressing a wish 
lo consult the House, the Senate adjourned till 
June 19th. 

In House. 

June 17— Mr. Manager Lobd submitted the 
following : 

Whereas in the impeachment of William W. 
Belknap the defendant lias moved for a continu- 
ance, now on account of the lateness of the 



, and the urgency of other business : 

Resolved, That the managers be authorized to 

consent to a continuance until the day of 

November next. 

On which no definite action was taken; and 
June 20, by unanimous consent, it was withdrawn 
by the Managers. 

June 20 — Pending the motion of counsel for 
postponement, 

Mr. Thurmab moved that it be overruled; 
Bhich was agreed to. 

The question being on filing the paper offered 
by Mr, Black on the i6th inst., 

Mr. Sherman moved it be filed, and the de- 
fendant having failed to answer the merits within 
ten days allowed by the order of the Senate of 
the 6th inst., the trial shall proceed on the 6th of 
July as ujion a plea of not guilty. 

Mr. Thurman moved to insert the word 



" before filed; 



vhich w 



disagreed t( 



e of Mr. Sherman's 



(for filing the paper) was agreed to — yeas 26, 
nays 34. 

On the second clause of Mr. Sherman's mo- 
Mr. Allisok moved to amend by striking out 
the " 6th of July" and inserting " 19th of Novem- 
ber ;" whicli was disagreed to — yeas 9, nays 37 ; 
Yeas — Messrs. Allison, Christian cy, Clayton, 

iones of Nevada, Logan, Morrill of Maine, Wad- 
eigh, Windom, Wright — g. 

Nays — Messrs. Aicom, B<^, Booth, Cocirell, 
Conkling, Cragin, Davis, Kiwes, Eaton, Ed- 
munds, Ferry of Michigan, Frelinghuysen, 
Goldthwaite, Hamiiton, Howe, Ingalls, jokn- 
sion, yones o{ Florida, Kelly, Keraan, Key, 
McCreery, Maxey, Morrill of Vermont, Morton, 
Norwood, Oglest^, Paddock, Patterson, Jiansom, 
Robertson, Sargent, Saulsiury, Sherman, Siej/en- 
son, Wallace, Withers — 37. 

Mr, Morton moved lo amend the clause by 

inserting at the end thereof the following words : 

Pro-aided, That the impeachment can only 

proceed in the presence of the House of Repre- 

Mr. Frelinghuysen moved to amend the 
amendment by striking out " in the presence of 
the House of Representatives " and in lieu there- 
of inserting " while Congress is in session." 

The amendment to the amendment was 

The question reciuring on the amendment of 
Mr. Morton as amended, 

Mr. Morton asked, and obtained, leave to 
withdraw the amendment. 

The question again recurring on the second 
clause of the order proposed by Mr. SHERMAN, 

Mr. CoNKtiNC moved to amend the clause by 
inserting at the end thereof the words ; 

Provided^ That the impeachment can only 
proceed while Congress is in session. 

Which was agreed to— yeas ar, nays ig, as 
follow : 

Yeas — Messrs. Alcorn, Allison, Clayton, Conk- 
ling, Dawes, Ferry of Michigan, Frelinghuysen, 
Hamlin, Ingalls, Logan, Maxty, Morrill of Ver- 
mont, Oglesby, Paddock, Patterson, Randolph, 
Sargent, Sherman, Spencer, Wadleigh, Wallace 

Nays — Messrs. Bogy, Booth, Christiancy, 
Cocirell, Cragin, Davis, Eaioii, Edmunds, 
Goldtkaiaile, Hamilton, JCilly, Kernan, Key, 
McCreery, Ransom, Saulsbury, Thurman, 
Withers, Wright— 19. 

Mr. Morton moved further to amend the last 
clause of the order proposed, by Mr. Sherman, by. 
inserting at the end thereof the words ; 

And in the presence of the House of Represen- 
tatives. 

Mr. Saulsbury moved to amend the amend- 
ment by inserting at the end thereof, " or its 
managers," 

Mr. Thorman moved to lay the second clause 
of the order of Mr. SHERMAN on the fable. 

Which was disagreed to — ^yeas 21, nays 26, 
az follow: 

Veas— Messrs. Bogy, Caperton Cockrell, Da- 
ms, Dawes, Baton Hamilton, JoAnston, Jones 
of Florida, Kelly, Kernan, Key, McCreery, Nor- 
wood, Randolph, Ransom, Saulsbury, Stevenson, 
Thurman, Wallace, WUAers—2l. 
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jNavs — Messrs. Allison, Booth, Chrisfiancy, 
aaylon, Conkling, Cragin, Edmunds, Ferry of 
Michigan, .Frelinghuysen, Hamlin, Howe, In- 
galls, Logan, Maxey, Morrill of Maine, Morrill 
of Vermont, Morton, PaiMoclt, Patterson, Sar- 
gant, Slierman, Spencer, Wadleigli, West, Win- 
dom, Wright— 26. 

Mr. Sauls BUR v's amendment was rejected. 

,Mr. Morton's amendment was then rejected 
— yeas 9 (Messrs. Allison, Conkling, Ferry of 
Michigan, Morrill of Vermont, Morton, Sargent, 
Spencer, West, Windonv), nays 28. 

Mr. Sherman's second clause as.amended as 
tpUows; 

And the defendant having failed to answer to 
the merits within ten days allowed by the order 
of the Senate of the 6lh instant, the trial shall 
proceed on the 6th of July next as upon a plea 
of not guilty : Provuieil, The impeachment can 
only proceed while Congress is in session — 

iWas agreed to — yeas 21, nays 16: 

Yeas — Messis. AJlison, Booth, Oayton, Conk- 
ling, Cragin, Dawes, Frelinghuysen, yo&nsion, 
Kelly, Key, Maxey, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of 
Vermont, Oglesby, Paddock, Patterson, Sai^ent, 
Sbemian, Spencer, Wadleigh, West— ai. 

Nays — Messrs. Bogy, Ca^rton, Christiancy, 
Cockrett, Danis, Edmunds, Ferry of Michigan, 
.•Howe, Ktr»ait, McCreery, Noraiood, Randolph, 
Ransom, Stevenson, Thurmioi, Windom- — 16. 

On motion of Mr. Edmunds, the following 
order was adopted : 

Ordered, That Ihe Secretary issue subpoinas 
that may be applied for by the respondent for 
such witnesses to be summoned at the espense 
of the United States as shall be allowed by 
:onsist of Senators Freiing- 
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HUVSEN, Thurmas, and Christiancy; and 
that subpoenas for all other witnesses for Ihe re- 
spondent shall contain the statement that the 
witnesses therein named are to attend upon the 
lender on behalf of the respondent of their law- 
ful fees. 

Adjourned till July 6. 

July 6 — The examination of witnesses was 
begun, and continued on various days, till July 
26, when the case was closed. 

August I — The Senate voted. On the '.'■ t 
article, thirly-five voted guilty, and twenty-i.;^ 
not guilty. On Che second, third and fourth, Mr. 
Maxey made the thirty-sixth who voted guilty. 
On the fifth, Mr. MoKTON made the thirty-seventh 
who voted guilty. The vote on first was ; 

Voting Guilty— Messrs. Bayard, Booth, 
Cameron of Pennsylvania, Ci'i;^«/if, Cooper, Davis, 
Dawes, Dennis, Edmunds, Gordon, Hamilton, 
Harvey, Hitchcock, Kelly, Kernati, Key, Mc- 
Crtery, McDonald, Merrimon, Mitchell, Morrill 
of Vermont, Norwood, C^leaby, Randolph, Ran- 
som, Robertson, Sargent, Sauliiury, Sherman, 
Stevenson, 72«™a«, Wadleigh, Wallace, Whyte, 
iVHhirs—2%. 

Voting Not Guilty — Messrs. Allison, An- 
thony, Boutwell, Bruce, Cameron of Wisconsin, 
Christiancy, Conkling, (ionover, Cragin, Dorsey, 
jEa/iW, Ferry of Michigan, Frelinghuysen, Ham- 
lin, Howe, Ingalls, Jones of Nevada, Logan, 
McMillan, Paddock, Patterson, Spencer, West, 
Windom, Wright— 25. 

Mr. Bogy was absent because of the death of 
his daughter. 

Mr. Jones of Florida declined to vote. Those 
"voting not guilty" generally denied jurisdiction, 
and so voted accordingly. 
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A^ct to IU;de«iii Fractional Currenoj. 

In House. 

1876, March 27 — Pending the following bill 
(H, R. 2450), reported from the Committee on 
Appropriations: 

.A. bill to provide for. a defidency in the Printing 
•and Engraving Bureau in the Treasury Depart- 
ment, and for the issue of silver coin of the 
United States in place of fractional currency. 
Bt it enacted, &-c.. That there be and hereby 
is, appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury 
lOOt otherwise appropriated, the sum of one hun- 
dred and sinty-three thousand dollars, to provide ' 
for lengraving, jjrinting, and other expenses of 
malting and issuing United States notes. 

Sec. 3. That the Secretary of the Treasury is 
hecely directed to issue silver coins of the United 
States of the denomination of ten, twenty, twenty- 
five, and fifty cents, of standard value, in redemp- 
tion of an equal amount of fractional currency, 
whether the same be now in the Treasury await- 
.ing redemption, or wherever it may be presented 
for redemption ; and the Secretary of the Treasury 
aiay, under regulations of the Treasury Depart- 
ment, provide for such redemption and issue by 
sulslitution at the regular sub-treasuries and 



public depositories of the United States, until the 
whole amount of fractional currency outstanding 
shall be redeemed. 

Amendments offered by Messrs. Page, H. C. 
BuRCHARD, Andrew Williams, A. S. Hewitt, 
F. Landers, W. A. Phillips, W. Townsend, 
DONNELL, Reagan and Oliver, were voted 
down, on a division. 

Mr. HoLMAN moved the following new aec- 

Sec.j. The Secretary of the Treasury is hereby 
prohibited from making any further increase in the 
interest-bearing debt of the United States t^ the 
issue and sale of bonds for the purchase of silver 
bullion for coinage. But silver bullion shall, 
under regulations to be prescribed by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, be received by the several 
minis for fabrication into subsidiary coins, and 
paid for in such coins at a rate or price per ounce 
to be fixed irom time to time, according to Ihe 
market rate, by the Direptor of the Mint, with 
the approval of the Secretary of the Treasury, on 
the basis of the difference between the par value 
of such coin and the value of such bullion, and 
an addition not exceeding one per cent., in the 
discretion of the Secretary of the Treasury, shall 
be made to the purchasing price as an allowance 



..Google 



FINANCIAL VOTES IN FOBTY-FOURTH CONQEESS. 



171 



for the transportation of the coin. And the ex- 
cess of the par rvalue of such coin over the value 
of the bullion so deposited, ksa the amount that 
shall be allowed for transportation, as aforesaid, 
determined as above.provided, shall be from time 
to time covered info the Treasury,. as the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury shall direct r Previded, 
however. That such silver coins of the denomi- 
nations aforesaid, and the silver bullion riow 
owned by the United States, shall not exceed in 
par value, the par value of the fractional currency 
now authorized by law. 

Mr. E. Wells moved, the following proviso to 
the proposed new section : 

Provided, That ifsilver bullion is not presented 
for coinage in sufficient quantity for the redemp- 
tion of fractional currency, the Secretary of the 
Treasury may, under the provisions of the act 
entitled "An act to provide for the resumption of 
specie payments," approved January 14, 1875, 
purchase silver bullion, for the ^purposes of coin- 
i!ge as provided in. said act. 

Which was agreed to — yeas n8, nays 106 {not 
voting 65), as follow : 

Yeas— Messrs. C. .H. Adams, Bagby, G. A. 
Bagley, y. M. BasUy,jr., W. H. Baker, Ballou, 
S. JV. Bell, Blair, Blount, Bradley, H. C. Biu-chard, 
Burleigh, Cannori, Caswell, Chittenden, Conger, 
Crapo, Crounse, Cutler, Danford, Denison, D%i- 
raud, Eames, jarwell, Fort, Foster, Frost, Frye, 
Garfield, .E. Hale, R. Hamiltan, ffancock, Har- 
alson, Hardenbergh, B. W. Harris, Halhorn, 
Hendee, Henderson, Senile, G. W. Heviitt, 
Ht^, Hosltins, Hubbell, ymks, la-jix, Kasson, 
Kehr, Kimball, Lapham, Leavenworth, B. B. 
Lewis, Luttrell, Lynch, M^oon, .McCrary, 
Meade, Metcalfe, Miller, Monroe, Mutckler, Nor- 
ton, O'Brien, Odell, O'Neill, Page, Paym, J. 
Phdp, Pierce, Piper, PJaislrf^ T. C. .PiaU, .A. 
Potter, Powgll, Randall, Reagan, M. Ron, 
Rusk, Sampson, J. G. Schumaker, Seelye, .Sin- 
^Oen, Siiuiichsoo, R. Smalls, A. H. Smith, 
Strait, Stenger, Stowell, Tariox, Teese, Terry, 
P. F. nomas, C. P. Thompson, Thomburgh, 
ThroekmBrton, M. I. Townsend, W. Townsend, 
Van Vorhes^ Waldron, A. S. Wallace, T. W. 
Wallace, Walls, Ward,, Warren, E. WeSi, G. W. 
Wells, Wheeler, J, D. White, ff'iiieioiise,'WhH- 
ing, Wike, G. Willard, A. Williams, A. S. mi- 
iia«'i, C. G. WiUiams, y. William, W. B. Wil- 
lianis, J.Wilson, A.Wood, jr.,--^l8. 

Mays — Messrs. Ahdsrson, As^, Atkins, J. H. 
Baker, Bainins; Blaekium, Boone, Bradford, 
PrigAt, y. V. 5raw«,W.R. Browfl, Oiiell, J.H. 
OMeell, W. P. Celdweli, Campbeil, Cason, 
Cole. Ckt^eld, y. S- Garie, y. B. Clark, jr.. 
Cochrane, ColUm, Cook, Culberson, Joseph J. 
Davis, DeBoli, DibreU, Dobbins, Douglas, Bun- 
nell, Durham, Eden, Egbert, Ellis, A'^, Evans, 
''eltBn,Fom^,Prantliat,Fuiler, Giison, Glwsr, 
Oeode, Goodtn, Gtatter, A. H. Hamilton, H, R. 
Harris, y. T. Harris, Hartfell, Haymond, 
Hays, Hereford A. S. Hewitt, HUl, .Holman, 
Hooker, Hopkins, House, Hunter, Munton, Hy- 
man, T. L. Jones, Relley, P. Lathers, Lynde, 
MeParland, MUliken, Money, Morgan, Heal, 
AfeiB, Oliver, packer, £, V. Parsons, y.F. Phil- 
ip, W. A. Phillips, Fmleten, D- R'a, y. Reilly, 
y. B. Reilly, A. V. Rice, Riddle, W. M. Robiins, 
M. S.Robinson, Savage, Scales., Sheakley,,SBUii- 



ard. Sparks, Springer, Stevenson, Stone, Swatin, 
Tucker, Tufts, Titmiy, J. L. Vance, R. B. 
Vance, Waddell, G. C. miter,, SVaUing, Walsh, 
y. D. Williams, y. N. Williams, Woodworth. 
.yeates~la6. 

Mr. REAGAN.offered the following amendment: 

Insert as section 4 the following : 

That the silver coins of the United States of 
the denomination of one dollar shall he a legal 
lender at their nominal value for any amount not 

:eeding fifty dollars in any onepayment. And 

'er coins of the United States of denominations 
of less than one dollar shaU be a legal tender at 
their nominal value for any amount not exceed- 
ing twenly-five dollars in any one payment. 

Which was agreed to — yeas IS4, nays 94 (not 

iting 71), as follow; 

Yeas — Messrs. AndeksdS, Ashe, Aihins, 
Bagby, J. H. Baker, W. H. Baker, Banks, Ban- 
ning, S. IV. Bell, Blackburn, Blair, Bootie, Brad- 
ford, Bradley, Bright, J. Y. Brown, W. R. 
Brown, H. C. Burchard, y. H. Caldwell. W. P. 
CaldvieU, Campuell, Cason, Caswell, Gate, 
Cauljield, J B. Clark, jr., Clymer,, Cochrane,, 
Collins, Conger, Culberson, yosepA y. Davis, 
DeBolt, DibreU, Douglas, Durham, Eden, 
E,sberi, Ellis, Evans, Fetton, Forney, Fuller, 
Gibson, Glover, Goode, Goodin, Gunter, A. H. 
Hamilton, R. Haaiilloa, H. R. Harris, y. T. 
Harris, C. H. Harrison, HarlzsU, Raymond, 
Henkle, G. W. Hejoilt, Holman, Hooker, Hopkins, 
House, Hunter, Hyman, Jeuks, T. L. Jones, 
Leavenworth, Levy, B. B. Lewis, Maish, Me- 
Farland, MtMahon, Meade, Metcalfe, Mmey, 
Morgan, Mutchler, Heal New, OdeU, E. Y. Par- 
sons, J. Phelps, J. F. Philips,Poppleton, Powell, 
D. Rea, Reagan,, J. Reilly^ J. B. ReUly,A. V. 
Rice, Riddle, W. M. Robbim,, M. ,S. Robinson, 
M. Ross, Savage, ,M. Sayler Scales, SAea&lcy„ 
Singleton, Sparks, S^rii^er, Stenger, Stevenson, 
'Stone, Teese, Throckmorton, Tui^s, Tumey, Van 
Vorhes, y L. Vance, R. B. Vance, Waddell, 
WaWron, Walling, Walsh, G. W'. Wells, J. D. 
White, Whiting, Wike, A. S. Williams, J. D. 
Williams, J H. Williams, W. B. WiUiams, 
Wood worth, Yealss—lZ^. 

Na¥S— Messr-. C. H. Adwns, G. A. Bagley, 
Baliou, Blount, Burleigh, Cabell, Cannon, Chit- 
tenden, 9". B. Clarke, Cook, Crapo, Crounse, Cut- 
ler, Danford, Denison, Dobbins, Dunnell, tames, 
Ely, Farwell, Fort, Foster, Franklin, Frye, Gar- 
fldd, E. Hale, Hardenbergh, B. W. Harris, 
Hathom, Hendee, Henderson, A. S. Hevnlt, 
Hill, Hc^e, Hoskins, Hubbell, Hunlon, Joyce, 
Kasson, Kehr, KeUey, Kimball, Lapham, Lut- 
treJl, Lynch, Magoon, McCrary, Miller, Milliken, 
Monroe, Morey, Morrison, Nadi, Norton, Oliver, 
O'Neill, Packer, Page, ./"oyui.W. A. Phillips, 
Pierce, Piper, Plaisted, T. C. Piatt, A. Potter, 
Pratt, Randall, Sampson, Seelye, Sinnickson, 
Slemons, R. Smalls, A. H. Sroitli, Strait, Stowell, 
Tariox, Terry, C. P. Thompson, Thornbiu^h, 
W. Townsend, lacier, A. S. Wallace, J. W. 
Wallace, Ward, Warren, E. Wells, Wheeler, 
WAiieioHse, G. Willard, A. Williams, C. G. 
Williams, J. Williams, J. Wilson, A. Wood, jr. 
—94. 

March 31 — The ■, amendment offered by Mr. 
Holman, as amended on motion of Mr. E. Wells, 
was then disagreed to^—yeas 68, .nays 77. 
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Th b 11— b g th b 11 p rt d 1 y the 

Comm tt f App p ti ns d d by he 

addib f tl 1 t am dm t ff d by Mr. 
ReAG — d g f 11 w 

That th be, d h by pp p it d out 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap- 
propriated, the sum of one hundred and sixty-three 
thousand dolLirs, to provide for engraving, print- 
ing, and other expenses of making and issuing 
United States notes. 

Sec 2. That the Secretary of. the Treasuiy is 
hereby directed to issue silver coins of the United 
States, of the denomination of ten, twenty, tweiify- 
five, and fifty cents, of standard value, in redemp- 
tion of an . equal amount of fractional currency, 
whether the same be now in the Treasury await- 
ing redemption, or whether if may be presented 
for redemption ; and the Secretary of the Treasury 
may, under regulations of (he Treasury Depart, 
ment, provide for such redemption and issue, by 
substitution, at the regular sub-treasuries and 
public depositories of the United Stales, until the 
whole amount of fractional currency outstanding 
shall be redeemed. 

Sec. 3. That the silver coins of the United 
States of the denomination of one dollar shall be 
a legal tender at their nominal value for any 
amount not exceeding fifty dollars in any one 
payment. And silver coins of the United States 
of denominations of less than one dollar shall be 
a lega! tender at their nominal value for any 
amount not exceeding twenty-five dollars in any 
one payment. 

Was then passed — yeas 122, nays lOO, (not 
voting 67,) as follow : 

Yeas — Messrs. C. H. Adams, Bagby, G. A. 
Bagley, 7. H. Bagley,Jr., W. H. Baker, Ballon, 
Banks, Blair, Blount, Bradley, H. C. Burchard, 
Burleigh, Cannon, Caulfield, Chapiti, Chitten- 
den, Clymir, Cochrane, Conger, Crounse, Culber- 
son, Cutler, Danford, Denison, B. B. Douglas, 
Durand, Earaes, Farwell, Foct, Foster, Frost, 
Frye, Garfield, Gibson, Goode, G«nUr, E. Hale, 
Hancock, Haralson, Hardenbergh, C. H. Har- 
rison, Hathom, Hendee, Henderson, G. W. 
Hewitt, Hoge, Hoskins, Hubbell, Hyman, jfenks, 
Joyce, Kasson, JCe&r, Kimball, Lapbam, liaven- 
worlh, Levy, Lattrell, Lynch, Lynde, Magoon, 
MacDougsll, McCrary, Msade, Miller, MiUs, 
Monroe, Morey, Morrison, MuUkler, Norton, 
asrien, Odell, O'Neill, Fagi, y. Pkelfs, Piper. 
Haisted, T. C. Plait, A. Potter, Powell, PraU, 
Randall, Reagan, J. Sobbins, M. Ross, Rask, 
Sampson, Schleicher, y. G. Schuniaker, Single- 
ton, Sinnickson, R. Smalls, Strait, Teese, Terry, 
Thornbm^h, Throckmorton, M. I. TowoseSid, W. 
Townsend, Tufts, Tiirney, Waldrou, A. S. Wal- 
lace, J. W. Wallace, Walls, E. lVells,G. W.Wells, 
Wheeler, J. D. White, Whidng, Wigginlon, 
Wcie, G. WillMTl, A. Williams, A. S. iiilliams, 
W. B. Williams, Wilshire, J. Wilson, A. Wood, 
jr., Woodbum, Yeates — 122. 

Nays — Messrs. Anderson, Ashe, Atkins, J. 
H. Baker, Banning, S. N. Bell,Blaekhitm, Boone, 
Bradford, Bright, y. Y. Brown, W. R. Brown, 
Cabell, y. H. Caldwell, W. P. Caldwell, CAMP- 
BELL, Cason, Cate, 7. B. Clarke, y. B. aarkjr.. 
Cook, Crapo, yosefi/i y. Davis, DiBoll, Di- 
irell, Dunnell, Durham, Eden, Egbert, Evans, 
Felton, Forttey, Franklin, Fuller, Glover, Goodin, 



A. H. Hamilton, B. W. Harris, H. R. Harris, 
y. T. Harris, Hartzell, Hatcher, Haymond, 
Hereford, A. S. Hetvitt, Hopkins, House, Hunter, 
Huaton, T. L. yoncs, F. Landers, Lord, Mc- 
Farland, McMahon, Miliiken, Money, Morgan, 
Neal, New, Oliver, Packer, y. F. Philips, W. A, 
Phillips, Pierce, Pepplstan, D. Rea, y. ReiOy, 
y.B. ReiU^, A. V.Rice, Riddle, W.M.Robbins, 
M. S. Robinson, Savage, M. Sayler, Scales, Seel- 
ye, Shcakliy, Sltmons, l^rks. Springer, Steven- 
son, Stone, Tartar, C P. Thompson, Tucker, 
Van VorhcE, 7. L. Vance. R. B. Vatice. iVad- 
dell, G. C. Walker, Walling, Walsh, Ward, 
Warren, Whilehouse, y. D. WUHams, J. N. Wil- 
liams, Willis, Woodworth, C. Young — 100, 

In Senate.' 

April 10 — Mr. SliEKMAtl reported the bill 

from the Committee on Fmance with these amend- 

The first amendment was in section 2, line 6, 
to strike out the word "whether" and insert 
"whenever;" which was agreed to. 

The next amendment was to amend section 3, 
so as to make it read as follows ; 

Sec. 3. That there shall be coined at the 
minis of (he United Slates a. silver dollar of the 
weight of four hundred and twelve and eight- 
tenths grains troy, of standard silver, the em- 
blems, devices and inscriptions of which shall 
tonform to those prescrib&i by law for the gold 
and silver coins of the United States, with such 
modifications thereof as may be necessary to ren- 
der the said dollar readily distinguishable from 
the trade-dollar ; and in the coinage and delivery 
thereof,' the same deviations from standard weight 
and fineness shall be allowed as are prescribed by 
taw for the trade-dollar; and the said dollar 
herein authori2;ed shall be a legal tender at its 
nominal value for any amount not exceeding JI20 
in any one payment, except for customs-duties 
and interest on the pnblic debt; and the trade- 
dollar shall not hereafter be a legal tender. 



Sec 4. That the Secretary of the Treasury is 
hereby authorized to exchange the silver dollars 
herein authorized for an equal amount of United 
States notes, which shall be retired and canceled, 
and not be again replaced by other notes. And 
he is authorized to exchange such silver coin at 
its nominal value for silver bullion at its market 
value, to be ascertained and announced from 
time to tune by the Director of the Mint, with 
the approval of the Secretary of the Treasury. 
And the United States notes and fractional cur- 
rency redeemed under this act shall be held to he 
a part of the sinking-fund provided for by exist- 
ing law. 

After debate, 

Mr. Shehman moved to strike out all after the 
second section of the hill ; which was agreed to. 

Mr. Morrill of Maine moved an amend- 
ment appropriating ^48,000 for engraving and 
printing national bank-notes ; which was agreed 



3 the second 



to. 

Mr. Sherman moved b 
section these words : 

And all fractional currency redeemed under 
this act shall be held to be pari of the sinking- 
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fitnd provided for by existing law, the interest to 
be computed thereon as in the case of bonds re- 
deemed under the acts relating to the sinking- 
fund ; which was agreed to. 

And the bill passed finally, without division. 
In House, 

April II anil 12 — The House concurred in the 
amcmiments of the Senate. The vole on concur- 
ring in the amendment striking out the third sec- 
tion (Mr, Rbagan's amendment), was — ayes 96, 

[In Senate, It was stated that the object 
in striking out was to disembarrass this bill of 
the provision, leaving it to the future to consider 
the question as an independent one. The slale- 
ment was repeated in the House.] 

Bill for the Issue of Silver Coin. 

In House. 

1876, June 10— Mr. Cox, from the Commit- 
tee oil Banking and Currency, reported this joint 
resolution : 

That the Secretary of the Treasury, undersuch 
limits and regulations as will best secure a just 
and fair distriburion of the same through the 
country, may issue the silver coin now in the 
Treasury to an amount not exceeding ten million 
dollars, in exchange for an equal amount of le- 
gal-tender notes ; and the notes so received in 
exchange shall be kept as a special fimd, sepa- 
rate and apart from all other money in the Trea- 
sury, and be re-issued only upon the retirement 
and destruction of a like sum of fractional cur- 
rency received at the Treasury in payment of 
dues to the United States; and said fractional 
currency, when so substituted, shall be destroyed 
and held as port of the sinking-fund, as provided 
in the act approved April seventeen, 1876. 

Mr. Cox demanded the previous question, 
which was seconded, ayes S5, noes 54, and the 
main question ordered — yeas lo5, nays 86 (not 
voting 98), as follow: 

Ykas — Messrs, C. H. Adams, Bagby, G. A. 
Bagley. J. H. Bagley, jr., W. H. Baiter, Bal- 
loa, Banks, Beeie, S. N. Bell, Blaine, Blair, 
Bradley, W, R. Brown, H, C. Burchard, S. D. 
Burchard, Candler, Cannon, Caswell; Caulfie/d, 
Chapin, CechraiK, Cox, Crapo, Crounse, Cutler, 
Danford, Denison, Bunnell, Durand, Durham, 
Eames, Foster, Frost, Garfield, Game, Goode, R. 
Hamiltott, Hancock, Haralson, Hardenbergh, B, 
W, Harris, Hariridge, Haymond, Hendee, 
Henderson, Hard, Hurlbut, yenks, Joyce, 
Kasson, Kehr, Kimball, G. M. Landers, Lane, 
Lapham, Leavenworth, Le Moyne, Levy, Lord, 
LiUtretl, Lynch, Lynde, Magoon, Maisk, 
McCrary, J, W. McDill, Meade, Miller, Monroe, 
Morrison, Norton, O'Neill, Packer, Page, Bi^r, 
A. Potter, Rainey, Haiidall, 7. Rabbins, Samp- 
son, Schleicher, Sinnickson, A, H, Smith, Strait, 
SUHger, Tarbox, C. P. Thompson, Throckmor- 
V. Townsend, W. To wnsend, Tufts, Van 



lord, C. G. Williams, f: Williams, J. N. Wil- 
liams, Willis, J, Wilson, Woodworth — 106. 

Navs — Messrs. Ainswotih, Anderson, AsAi. 
J, H, Baker, Banning, Blackburn, Bland, 
Blount, Boone, Bradford, Bright, 7. V. Brown, 



Buciner, Cabell, % II. Caldwell, W. P. Cold- 
well, Campbell, Cason, Cats, y. B. Clarke, y. 

B. Clark, Jr., Clymer, Collins, Cook, Culberson, 
yoseph y. Davis, De Bolt, Dibrell, Eden, El- 
lis, Evans, Felton, Finlty, Forney, Franklin, 

Glover, A. H. Hamilton, 7. T. Harris, Hart- 
Mil, Batcher, Hereford, G. W. Hewitt, HiU, 
Holman, Hooker, Hunter, Bunion, T. L. yjttes, 
F. Landers, W, I-awrence, B. B. Lewis, Mc- 
Farland, McMakon, MilHken, Mills, Morgan, 
Nash, Neal, Oliver, y. F. BMHfis, W, A. Phil- 
lips, Popplelim, H. Sea, Reagan, y. Reilly, A. 

V. Rice, Riddle, M. S. Kobinson, Savage, M. 
Sayler, Scales, W. E. Smith, Southard, Sparks, 

■•fencer. Spritzer, Terry, Tucker, Tumey, R. 

'. Vance, Walsh, Whitthome, F. Wood, Yeates, 

C. KoKB^— 86, 
"" e joint resolution was then passed, without 

ision, the yeas and nays being refused, ayes 
28, noes 93. 

In Senate. 
;6, June 21 — The joint resolution was con- 
sidered, amended by striking out the word "now" 
after the word "com" and fcy adding the second 

:tion, and passed without division. It reads 

follows : 

Be it enacted, &'c.. That the Secretary of the 
Treasury, under such limits and r^ulalions as 
will best secure a just and fair distribution of the 
same through the country, may issue the silver 
coin in the Treasury to an amount not exceeding 
$10,000,000, in exchange for an equal amounted 
legal-tender notes ; and the notes so received in 
exchange shall he kept as a special fund,scpamte 
and apart from all other money in the Treasury, 
and be re-issued only upon the retirement and 
deslmction of a like sum of fractional currency 
received at the Treasury in payment of dues to 
the United States; and said fmctionat currency, 
when so substituted, shall be destroyed and held 
as pari of the sinking fund, as provided in the 
act approved April 17, 1876. 

Sec. 2, That the trade-dollar shall not here- 
after be a legal lender, and the Secretary of the 
Treasury is hereby authorized to limit from time 
to time the coinage thereof to such an amount aa 
he may deem sufficient to meet the export de- 
mand for the same. 

In House, 

June 28 — Mr, Payne, from the Committee on 
Banking and Currency, reported back the amend- 
ments, recommending concurrence. 

On concurring in the first amendment, which 
was lo strike out the word "now" after the word 
"coin" where it first occurs, and before the 
phrase "in the Treasury" — the yeas were 82, nays 
97, {not votmg no,) as follow; 

Yeas — Messrs. C. H, Adams, G. A. Bagley, 
W. H. Baker, BANKS, Bradley, W. R, Brown, 
H, C. Burchard, Candler, Cannon, Caswell, Con- 
ger, Crounse, Cutler, Danford, Davy, Denison, 
Dunnell, Durand, Eames, Foster, Frost, Frye, E, 
Hale, R. Hamilton, Hancock, Hardenbergh, B. 
W. Harris, Haymond, Hendee, Henderson, 
Ht^e, Hubbell, Hurlbut, Joyce, Kasson, Kim- 
ball, Leavenworth, Lynch, Magoon, MacDougall, 
McCrary, J. W. McDill, Miller, Norton, Oliver, 
Packer, Page, Payne, Pierce, Piper, T. C, Piatt, 
A. POTTEE., Powell, Rainey, y. Robbins, Rusk; 
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Sampson, SMiieiir, See\ye, Sinnicltson, A. H. 
Smith, Slrail, I'ariox, Tesse; C. P. Thompson, 
Thoiiibutgh, M. I. Townsend, Tufts, Wait, 
Waldron, A. S. Wallace, J. W. Wallace, War- 
ren, E. Wills, J. D, White, Wike, G, Willard, 
A. WillUms, A, S. Williams, W.. B. Williams, 
J. Wilson, WoodwoiUi— 82. 

Nays — Messrs; AimwartA, Andkrson, AsAe, 
Ath'as, J, H. Baker, Slackiuntt Blouai, Boone, 
BrigAe, Bucknir,-Gabcll, J.H. Caldwell, W. P. 
Cildwell, Gampbeix, Caie, J. B. Clarke, J. B. 
Ciai-k.jr., C00&, Cowan, Culberson, Joseph y. 
Bams, DeBolt, Dibrell, Dobbins, Douglas, Dur- 
ham, Ellis, Evans, Faalkntr,. Felton, Mnley, 
Forney, Fort, Franklin, Gauss, Goodin. Gimter, 
A. H. ffamil/oa, 7, T.- Harris, Hartridge, 
Hatcher, Hereford, G. W. Hewitt, Holiaan, 
Hooker, House, Hunter,- Hunton, Jinks, F. 
Jones, T. L. Jones, F. Landers, Latu, B. B. 
Lewis, Lord, Lyndt, L. A. Maikey, Maish, 
MiFarland, McMahim, Metcalfe, Milliken, 
Mills, Morgaa, Neal, New, Odill, f. Phelps, J. 
F. Fhilips. W. A. Phillips, Randall, D. Hea, 
Reagan, j. B. Reilly. A. V. Rice, Riddle, IV. 
M. RobHns, M. S. Robinson, Savage, Scales, 
Sheakley, iinglelitn, W. E. Smith, Southard, 
Sparks, Spencer, Springer, Stevenson, Terry, 
P. F. Thomas. Turney, Waddell, C. C. B. 
Walker, Walsh, IViggintoa, J. N. Williams, 
yeales, C. Young— ^T. 

On concurring in the second amendment of 
the Senate, whicH was to add the second sec- 
tion, the yeas were 59, nnys 108 (not voting 

But, on motion of Mr, Randall, the vote 
on concurring was reconsidered. 

Mr. Randall then moved la concur in the 
second amendment of the Senate, with an amend- 
ment to add the following sections : 

That, in addition to the amount of su1>sidiary 
coin authorized by law to be issued in redemption 
of the fractional currency, it shall be lawful to 
manufacture at the several mints, and issue through 
the Treaskity and its several offices, such coin to 

That the silver bullion required for this pur- 
pose shal! be purchased, Irom time to lime, at 
market rale, by the Secretary of the Treasury, with 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap- 
propriated ; and the resulting coin may be issued 
in the ordinary disbursement of the Treasury; 
but no purchase of bullion shal! l>e made under 
this act when the market rate for the same shall 
be such as will not admit of the coinage and issui 
as herein provided without loss to the Treasury 
and any gain or seigniorage arising from this 
coinage shall be accounted for and paid into the 
Treasury, as provided under existing laws relative 
to the subsidiary coinage: Provided, That the 
amount of money at any one lime invested in such 
silver bullion, exclusive of such resulting 
shall not exceed gi.ooo.ooo. 

Mr. F. Landers moved to amend further by 
adding the following: 

And ie it further provided, That the Secretary 
of Ihe Treasury is directed to authorize the " ' 
age of the standard silver dollar of the 
weight and fineness in use January I, 1861 ; and 
iaid dollar shall be a legal tender in payme" '"' 
all debts, public and private. 
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Yeas — Messrs. Ainsworth, Anderson, Ashe, 
Atkins, J. H; Baker, W. H. Baker, Blackkum, 
Blend, Boone, Bradley,. Bright, W, R. Brown, 
Buchner, H. C. Burchard, Cabell, J. H. CaldweU, 
W.P. Caldwell, Campbell, Cannon, y. B. Clarke, 
y. B. Clark, jr.. Conger, Cowan, Crounse, Cul- 
berson, Culler, yoseph y. Davis, DeBolt, Dibrell, 
DobWns, Douglas, Dumiell, Durham, Ellis, 
Evans, Faulkner, Felton, Finley, Forney, Fort, 
Franklin, Cause, Goodin, Gunter, A. H. Ham- 
illon, S. Hamilton, Hardenbergh, H. R. Har- 
ris, y. T. Harris, Hartridge, Hatcker, Haymond, 
Hereford, G. W. Hewitt, Hill, Holman, House, 
Hubbell, Hunter, .^»ft?», T.L. Jones, F.Lan- 
ders. Lane, B. B. Lewis, Luttrell, Lynde, L. A. 
Macksy. Magoon, J.W. McDill, McFarlattd, MUl- 
ikeh, Morgan, Neal, Odell, y Phelps, y F. PhU- 
ips, Randall, D. Rea, Reagan, J. B. Reilly, Ai V. 
Rice, Riddle, y. Robbins, W. M. RobHns, M. S. 
Robinson, Savage, Scales, Sheakley, Sinnickson, 
W. E. Smith, Southard, Sparks, Spencer, Sf rin- 
ger, Stevenson, Teese, Terry, P. F. Thomat, 
Tuds, Turney, Waddell, Whiting, Wigginton, 
G. Willard. j. N. WHliams.Vl. B. Williams, 
J. Wilson, Woodworth, yeates, C. Young — no. 

Nays — Messrs. C. H. Adams, G. A, Bagley, 
Banks, Candler, Cook, Davy, Denison, Durand, 
Fames, Foster, Frost, Frye, Hancock, B. W. 
Harris, Hendee, Joyce, Kasson, Kimball, Leaven- 
worth, Lynch, Maish, MacDongall, Meade, Met- 
calfe, Miller, Norton, Oliver, Paclier, Payne, W. 
A. Phillips, Pierce, Piper, T. C. Plait, A. Pot- 
ter, J'naw//, Rainey, &mpson, Schlezcher,5ee\ye, 
R. Smalls, A. H. Smith, Strait, Tariox, C. P. 
Thompson, Thornbuigh, Wait, Waldron, A. S. 
Wallace, J. W, Wallace, Warren, E. Wells, J. 
D. White, Wike, A. Wiliiaras, A. S. WilHams, 
—55- 

The amendment offered by Mr. Randall, as 
amended, was then agreed to — yeas 1 10, nays 45 
(not voting 134), as follow : 

Yeas — Messrs, Andekson, Ashe, Atkins, J. 

H. Baker, Banks, Bland, Blount, Boone, Brad- 

Bright, W. R. Brown, Buckner, H. 



Clark, jr.. Conger, Cowan, Crounse, Culberson, 
Cutler, yoseph J. Davis, De Boll, Denison, Dib- 
rell, Douglas, Dnnnell, Durham, Ellis, Evtms, 
Faifliner, Felton, Forney, Franklin, Goodin, 
Gunter, A. H. Hamilton. R. Hamilton, H. R. 
Harris, y. T. Harris, Hatcher, Haymond. Hen- 
derson, Hereford, G. W. Hevritl. Holman, 
Hooker, House, Hunter, Hunton. yenks, T. L. 
yones, Kimball, Knoll, Lamar, F. Landers, 
Leavenworth, B. B. Lewis, Lord, Luttrell, 
Lynde, L. A. Mack^, Magoon, Maisk, J. W. 
McDill, McFarland. McMaKon. Metcalfe, MUli- 
ken. Mills, Neal, Odea, Randall,- D. Rea. Rea- 
gan, y. B. Reilly, A. V. Rice, Riddle, W. M. 
Robbins, M. S. Robinson, Sampson, Saiiage, 
Scales, Sheakley, W. E. Smith, Southard, 
Sparks, Spencer, Springer, Stevenson, Teese, 
Terry, Tufts. Waddell, Walsh, E. Wells, Whit- 
ing, Wigginton, G. Willard, A. S. Williams, y. 
N. Williams, W. B. Williams, J. Wilson, Wood- 
worth, Yeates, C. Young — no. 
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Nays— Messrs. C, H. AdaniH, Atmwortk, W. 
H'. Balfer, Blackburn, CandUr, Caswell, Davy, 
Eames, Foster, Frost, Frye, Sancock, Harden- 
hcrgh, B. W. Harris, Hfendee, Hubbell, F. 
yoil^s, Joyce, Lynch, Margaa, Norton, Oliver, 
Packer. Fayae, W. A. Phillips, Pierce, Piper, 
T. C. PlaR, A. POTTEB, Kaineyi J. SMins, 
Schleicier, Seelye, R. Smalls, A. H. Smith, 
Strait, Tariox, C. P. Thcmpon, Walilron, A. S. 
Wallace, J. W, Wallace, IVarrm, J. D. White, 
A. Williams, WUshire—^%. 
In Senate. 

June Z9— The bill, with amendments, was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

July 1 — The Committee reported the amend- 
ments, with a recommendation that they be non- 
concurred in, and a Committee of Conference 
appointed ;. which was agreed to, without a divis- 
ion. Messrs. Sherman, Boutwell and Bogy 
were appointed conferees. 

July d — The HouSB agreed to the conference, 
and Messrs. Payne, Randall and F. Landers 
were appointed conferees. 

Iteport of the Conference. 
In House. 
July 1 3— The Committee of Conference made 
this report, unanimoi ..-.«. 

The 



fl to Mr. F. Lan- 



conference, have agreed to recommend, and do 
recommend to their respective Houses, as fol- 

That the House recede from its disagreement 
to the first amendment of the Senate to said joint 
resolution, and agree thereto, amended as fol- 

In line 4 strike out the word " now" and in- 

And the Senate agree to the same. 

That the Senate recede from its disagreement 
to the amendment of the House' to the second 
amendment of the Senate to said joint resolution, . 
and agree to a substitute for said House amend- 
ment, as follows ! 

Add to the second amendment of the Senate 
the following : 

Sec, 3. That in addition to the amount of sub- 
adiary silver coin authorized by law to be issued 
in redemption of the fractional currency, it shall 
be lawful to manufactnre at the several mints and 
issue through (he Treasury and its several offices 
such coin to an amomit that, including the amount 
of subsidiary silver coin and of fractional currency 
outstanding, shall in the i^eregate not exceed at 
any time fifty millions of dollar;. 

Sec 4. That the silver bullion required for the 
purposes of this act siiall be purchased from time 
totime, at market rate, by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, with any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated ; but no purchase of buil- 
ion.shail be made under this act when the mar- 
ket rate for the same shall be such as will not 
admit of the coinage and issue; as herein provided, 
without loss to the Treasury ; and any gain or 
sei^iorage arising from this coinage shall be ac- 



counted for and paid into the Treasury, as pro- 
vided midei; existing laws relative to the subsid- 
iary coiui^e ! Providedi That the amount of 
money at any one time invested in such silver 
bullion, exclusive of such resulting coin, shall 

« exceed two hundred thousand dollars. 

And the House agree to the same. 

Which was agreed to — yeas lag, nays 76 (not 
voting 8s). as f<3loW : 

Veas— Messrs. C. H. Adams, Bag6y, G. A. 
Bagley, y. H. BagUy,jr., Ballon, BANKS, Ba»- 
ning, Beebe, S. N. Bell, Blair, BHss, Bradley, 
W. R, Brown, Buckner, H. C. Bnrchard, S. D. 
Barchard, Burleigh, Candler, Cannon, Caswell, 
Caulfield, Cochrane, Collins, Conger, Cook, Cox, 
Crapo, Crounse, Cutler, Danford. Darrali, Davy, 
Durand, Eames, Ellis, £fy, C. Freeman, Frye, 
Garfield. Game, Gibson, Haneock, Hardenbergh, 

B. W. Harris, C. H. Harrison, Cartridge, Hay- 
mond. Hays, Menile, A. S. Hevntt, Hill, G. F. 
Hoar, Hoskins, Hubbell, H«rd, Hurlbut, Jenks, 

F. Jones, Kasson, Kehr, Kimball, Lamar, G. M. 
Landers, Lapham, W. Lawrence, Leavenworth, 
Le Moyne, Lyndetyiagpon, (J/aw^, MacDougall, 
J. W. McDill, Meade, Milliken, Mil/s, Monroe, 
Muleiler, Nash, Norton, Oliver, O'Neill, Packer, 
Page, Payne, y. Phelps, Pierce, Pifier, Plaisted, 
A. Potter, Powell, Pratt, Rainey, Randall, J. 
ReUly, y. Robbins, M. Ross, Rusk, Sampson, 
SchUicher, Singleton, Sinnickson, R. Smalls, A. 
H. Smith, Strait, Tarbox, Teese, P. F. Thomas, 

C. P. Thompson, Thornburgh, M. I. Townsend, 
W. Townsend. Jiicker, Tuffs, 7\tmey, WaddeU, 
Wait, Waldton, C. C. B. Walter, A. S. Wallace, 
I, W. Wallace, E. Wells, Whiiehouse, Whiting, 
Wiie, A. Williams, A. S. Williams, y. Wil- 
liams, y. jV. WiUiams, WiUis—\2<^. 

Nays — Messrs. y4Jnjiiwrti,.ABDEBSOH, Ashe, 
Atkins, y. H, Baker, Blackburn, Bland, Boone, 
Bradford, Bright, y. Y. Br<mm, Cabell, y. H. 
Caldwell, W. P. Caldwell, CAMPBELL, Cason, 
Gate, y-. B. Clark, Jr., Clymer, Coivan, Culber- 
son, Joseph y. Dovts, De Boll, Dibrell, Dobbins, 
Douglas, Dunnell, Eden, Egbert, Evans, Einley, 
Forney, Fort, Glover, Goodin, Gunter, y. T. 
Harris, Harttell, Hatcher, Henderson, Helman, 
Hopkins, House, Hunter, Kelley, F. Landers, 
Lane, E. W. M. Mackey, L. A. Mackey, McFar- 
land, Morgan, New, W, A. Phillips, Poppleton, 

D. Rea, Reagan, y. B. Reilfy, H. ¥. Riddle, 
M. S. Robinson, Savage, Slemans, Sparks, Spen- 
cer, Springer, Stevenson, Stone, Terry, Throck- 
morton, Van Vorhes, y. Z. Vance, R. B. Vance, 

G. C. Walker. G. Willard, y. D. Williams, B. 
Wilson, Woodbum — 76. 

In Senate, 
July 14 — -The report was adopted without di- 



Bill for tlic Issue of Subsidiary Coin. 

In House, 

1876, June 10— Mr. Cox, from the Comniit- 
;e on Banking and Currency, repotted the fol- 
Dwing (H, R.3398) : 

That, m addition to the amount of subsidiary 
oin authorized by law to be issued in redemp- 
Lon of the fractional currency, it shall be lawful 
o manufacture at the several mints, and issue 
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through fhe Treasury and its several offices, such 
coin to the amoutit of twenty millions of dollars. 
Sec. 2. That the silver bullion required for 
this purpose shall be purchased from time to 
time, at market rate, by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, with any money in. the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated ; and the resulting coin 
may be issued in the ordinary disbursements of 
the Treasury or in exchange for legal-tender 
notes si ))ar ; but no purchase of bulUon shall be 
made under this act when the niarhet rate for 
the Siime shall be such as will not admit of the 
coinage and issue mr exchange as herein provi- 
ded without loss to fhe Treasury, and any gain 
or seigniorage arising from this coinage shall be 
accounted for and paid into the Treasury as pro- 
vided under existing laws relative to the subsidi- 
ary coinage 1 Provided, That the amount of 
money at any one time invested in such silver 
bullioh, exclusive of such resulting coin, shall 
not exceed one million dolhu:s. 

Sec. 3. That the trade-dollar shall not here- 
after be a legal-tender; and the Secretary of the 
Treasury is hereby authorized to limit, from time 
Co time, the coinage thereof to such an amount 
as he may deem sufficient to meet the export de- 
mand for the same. 

Mr. Washincton Townsend moved to sub- 
Mr. Reagan moved to strike out, in line four 
of Sec. 2, of printed bill, the words "or in ex- 
change for legal-tender notes at par," and after 
the words " coinage and issue," the words "or 
exchange." 

The amendment of Mr. Townsend was not 
agreed to. 

The amendment of Mr. Reagan was then 
agreed to — ayes 64, noes not counted. 

The bill was then passed, without a division. 

In Senate, 
1S76, June 27— This bill came up in order, 
the question being on the amendment reported by 
the Committee on Finance, to strike out lie wholi 
of the House bill, after the enacting clause, an( 
insert as follows : 

That there shall be coined at the mints of the 
United States a silver dollar of the weight of 
4IZ.8 gr^ns troy of standard silver, the emblems, 
devices, and inscriptions of which shall conform 
to those prescribed by law for the gold and silver 
coins of the United States, with such modifica- 
tions thereof as may be necessary to render the 
said dollar readily distinguishable from the trade- 
dollar; and in the coinage and delivery thereof 
the same deviations from standard weight and 
fineness shall be allowed as are prescribed by lai 
for the trade-dollar; and the said dollar herein 
authorized shall be a legal tender at its nominal 
value for any amount not exceeding J20 in any 
one payment, except for customs, duties and in- 
terest on the public debt, and shall be receivable 
in payment of all dues to the United States e 
cept duties on imports. 

Sec. 2. That the Secretary of the Treasury 
hereby authorized to exchange the silver dolia 
herein authorized, and also the subsidiary coi: 
of the United States, for an equal amount ( 
^United States notes, which shall be retired and 
canceled and not be again replaced by other 



, And aft United Slates notes redeemed 
under this act shall be held to be a part of the 
sinking fund provided for by existing law, the in- 
' 3-est to be computed thereon as in the case of 
onds redeemed under the acts relating to the 

Sec. 3. That the silver bullion required for 
this purpose shall be purchased from time to time 
at market rate by the Secretary of the Treasury 
with any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated ; but no purchase of bullion shall be 
made under this act when the market rale for the 

shall be such as will not admit of the coin- 

nd issne as herein provided without loss to 
the Treasuiy ; and any gain or seigniorage arising 
from this coinage shall be accounted for and paid 
■ the Treasury, as provided under existing 

relative to the subsidiary coinage : Provided, 
That the amount of money at any one time in- 

d in such silver bullion, exclusive of such 
residting coin, shall not exceed Si,oao,ooo. 

Src. 4. That the trade-dollar shall not hereafter 
be a l^jal tender, and the Secretary of the Treasury 
"s hereby authorized to Hniit, from time to time, the 
:oitu^e thereof to such an amount as he may 
deem sufficient to meet the export demand for the 

June 28— Mr, Bogv moved to amend hy strik- 
g out in the iirst section the words "not ex- 
ceeding S20;" on which the vote was — yeas 18, 



nays 14, 



s follow 



Yeas— Messrs. Bogy, Capertaa, Clayton, Cock- 
rdl, Couover, Ferry of Michigan, Hitchcock, 
In^ls, Jones of Nevada, Key, McCreery, Nor- 
luood. Paddock, Patterson, Spencer, Wkyte, Win- 
dom, WUhers—l%. 

Nays — Messrs. Booth, Christiancy, Cragin, 
Eaton, Goldthisaite, Hamilton of Texas, Ham- 
lin, Howe, Lt^an, Maxey, Mitchell, Morrill of 
Vermont, Oglesby, Sherman — 14. 

There being no quorum, the Senate adjourned, 
and June 29 the bill, with the amendment, was 
recommitted to the Committee on Finance, and 
was not reported back. 

HesolnMon for Issue of Silver Coin. 

In Hodse. 

MAy i5^Mr. Payne moved to suspend the 
rules and pass the following joint resolution i 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Jfepre- 
sexialives, &'e,. That the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, under such limitations and regulations as 
will best secure a just and fair distribution of the 
same through the country, may issue the silver 
coin now in the Treasury to an amount not ex. 
ceeding jilo,oco,ooo in exchange for an equal 
amount of legal tender notes ; and the notes so 
received in exchange shall be kept as a special 
fund, separate and apart from all other money in 
the Treasury, and be re-issued only upon the re- 
tirement and destruction of a like som of frac- 
tional currency received at the Treasury in pay- 
ment of dues to the United States ; and said frac- 
tional currency, when so substituted, shall be 
destroyed and held as part of the sinking fund, 
as provided in the act approved April 17, 1876, 

Which was disagreed to — yeas 135, nays 73 
(not voting Sz), as follow: 

Yeas— Messrs, C. H. Adams, £agfy, /. ff. 
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■Bagliy, Jr., Eallou, Banks, Banning, Beeie, S. 
N. Bell, Blair, Bradley, W. R. Brown, BucMner, 
H. C. Burehard, S. D. Burchard, Burleigh, 
Candler, Cannon, Caswell, Coalfield, Clymer, 
Coehraae, Conger, Cowan, Crapo, Culler, Dan- 
ford, Davy, Denison, Durand, Ellis, Felton, 
Foster, C. Freeman, Frost, Gaifidd, Cause, 
Goode, E. Hale, K. Hamilton, Hancock, Harden- 
birgh, B. W. Harris, Hartridge, Haymond, 
Hendee, Henkle, A. S. Hewitt, G. W. Hewitt, 
HiU, G. F. Hoar, Hoskins, Jenks, Joyce, Kehr, 
Ketchum, G. M. Landers, Lapham, Leaven- 
worth, LeMiynt, Levy, B. B. Lewis, Lord, 
Lynch, Lynde, E. W. M. Mackey, L, A, 
Maeim, Malsk, MacDougail, McCraiy, J. W. 
McDill, Metcalfe, Miller, MiUs, Money, Monroe, 
Morey, Morrison, Mutchler, Norton, ffBrien, 
OdeU, O'Ntall, Page, E. Y. Parsons, Payne, 
J. F. PhiUp, Pifer, Plaisted, A. Potter, 
Powell, Pratt, Rainey, Handall, Reason, y. 
Riilly, y. Robbins, M. Ross, Rusk, Sampson, 
Scales, Schleicher, y. G. Schsemaker, R, Smalls, 
A. H. Smith, Strait, Stowell, Tarbox, Teese, 

C. F. Thompson, Throckmorton, W. Townaend, 
Tufts, Van Vorbes, Waddell, Wait, C. C. B. 
Walker. A. S. Wallace, J. W. Wallace, Ward, 
Warren, E. Wells, G. W. Wells, Wheeler, 
J. D. White, WiggiHton, G. Willard, A. S. Wil- 
liams, C. G. Williams, y. N. Williams, W. B. 
Williams, Wtllis, J. Wilson, A. Wood, jr., 
Woodburn, C. Young^l-i^. 

Navs — Messrs. Ainswarth, Anderson, At- 
kins, J. H. Baker, Bland, Blount, Boone, 
Bright, % ¥. Brown, Cabell, y. H. Caldwell, 

W. F. Oddmell, Campbell, Cason, Cate, Cook, 
Culberson, yoseph y. Davis, De Bolt, DUrell, 
Dobbins, £)oi(glas, Dunnell, Durhaai, Eden, 
Egbert, Evans, Faulkner, Finley, Franklin, 
Fuller, Glover, Gttnter, A. H. Hamilton, H. R. 
Harris, y. T. Harris, Hartsell, Hatcher, Hal- 
man. Hooker, Hopkats, House, Hunter, Hyman, 

T. L. yones, F. Landers, McMakan, MilUken, 
Morgan, W. A. Phillips, Poppletgn, D. Rea, 
A. V. Rue, RiddU, W. M. Robbins, Sheakley, 

W. E. Smith, Southard, i^ris, i^ringer, Slone, 

Terry, Tucker, Tumey, y. L. Vanre,R. B. 

Vance, G. C. Walker, Walsh, Whitlhome. y. 

D. William, Wilskire, F. Wood, yeafcj— 73. 

Totes on the Bepeal of tlie ReBnmption Act 
of 18J5. 
In House. 

1 876, January 1 7 — Mr. Holman moved a 
pension of the rules to enable him to submit the 
following resolution ; 

Resohied, That it is unwise and inespedient 
this time that a specific and arbitrary period 
should be prescribed by law at which legal- 
tender notes of the United States should be paid 
by the Secretary of the Treasury in coin ; and 
therefore the act entitled "An act to provide for 
the resumption of specie payment," approved 
January 14, 1875, ought to be repealed; and the 
Committee on Banking and Cucrency is instructed 
at as early a period as may be practicable ( 
port to the House a bill for that purpose. 

The motion was disagreed to — yeas 1 1 2, nays 
158 (not voting 20), two-thirds being required, 
as follow : 



Yeas— Messrs, Ainswortk, Anderson, Ashe, 
AtMns, y. H. Bagley, jr., Blackburn, Bland, 
Blount, Boone, Bradford, Bright, y. V. Brown, 
Buckner, Cabell, J. H. Caldwell, W. P. Cald- 
■weU, Campbell, Cason, Cate, y. B. aarke, J. B. 
Clark, jr., Clymer, Cochrane, Collins, Cook, 
Cowan, yoseph y. Dovis, DeBoU, Dibrell, Dob- 
bins, Douglas, Durham, Eden, Egbert, Evans_ 
Faulkner, Felton, Forney, Franklin, Fuller, 
Cause, Glover, Goode, Goodin, Cunter, A. H. 
Hamilton, H. R. Harris, y T. Harris, C. H. 
Harrison, Hartridge, Hartsell, Haicher, Hay- 
mond, Hereford, G. W. Hewitt, Hill, Holman, 
Hopkins, House, Hunton, Jenks, T. L, yones, 
Kelley, Knott, F. Landers, B. B. Lewis, L. A. 
Mackey, McFarland, McMakon, MUHken, Mor- 
gan, Neal, New, Oliver, y. Phelps, y. F. Philips, 
W. A. Phillips, Pifier, Poppleton, D. Rea, y. 
Reilly, A. V. RUe, Riddle, W. M, Robbins, C. 
B. Roberts, M, S. Robinson, Savage, M. Sayler, 
Scales, Sheakley, Slemons, W. E. Smith, South, 
ard. Sparks, Springer, Stenger, Stevenson, Stone, 



Bagley, J, H, Baker, W. H, Baker,Bairou, Banks, 
Bass, Beeie, S. M. Bell, Blaine, Blair, Bliss, 
Bradley, W. R. Brown, H. C. Burchard, S. D. 
Burchard, Burlejgh, Candler, Cannon, Caswell, 
Cautfield, Chapin, Chittenden, Conger, Cox, 
Crapo, Crounse, Cutler, Danford, Darrall, Davy, 
Denison, Dunnell, Durand, Eames, Ellis, Ely, 
Farwell, Fort, Foster, C. Freeman, Frost, Frye, 
Garfield, Gibson, E. Hale, R. Hamilton, Han- 
cock, Haralson, Hardenbergh, B. W. Harris, 
Hathorn, Hendee, Henderson, Henkle, A. S. 
Hewitt, G. F, Hoar, H(^e, Hooker, Hoskins, 
Hubbell, Hunter, Hurd, Hyman, F. yones, Joyce, 
Kasson, Kehr, Ketchum, King, Lamar, G. M. 
Landers, Lane, Lapham, W. Lawrence, Leaven- 
worth, Levy, LuUrell, Lynch, Magoon, Maish, 
MacDougall, McCrary, J. W. McDill, Meade, 
Metcalfe, Miller, MUh, Money, Monroe, Mor- 
rison, Mutchler, Norton, O'Brien, OdeU, O'NeiU, 
Packer, Page, E. Y. Parsons, Payne, Pierce,. 
Plaisted, T. C. Piatt, A. Potter, Powell, Pratt, 
Rainey, Randall, Reagan, y. Robbins, M. Ross, 
S. Ross, Rnsk, Sampson, Schleicher, SeeSye, 
Singleton, Sinnickson, R. Smalls, A. H. Smith, 
Starkweather, Strait, Stowell, Tarbox, C. P. 
Thompson, P. F. Thomas, Thomburgh, Throck- 
morton, M. I. Townsend, W. Townsend, Tuils, 
Van Vorhes, Waldron, C. C. B. Walker, A. S. 
Wallace, J. W. Wallace, WiJts, Walsh, Ward, 
Warren, E. Wells, G. W. Wells, Wheeler, J, D. 
While, Whitehcuse, Whitbg, Wigginton, Wike, 
G. Willard, A. S. Williams, C. G. Williams, y. 
Williams, W, B. Williams, J. Wilson, A. Wood, 
jt.,F. ;riw^, Woodburn— 158. 

1876, February 7 — Mr. Kasson moved to sus- 
pend the rules so as to allow the House to vote upon 
and agree to the following resolutions separately t 

Resolved, That the constitutional authority of 
Congress to " coin money, regulate the value 
thereof and of foreign coin does not inchide the 
authority to issue the paper of the Government as 
money ; and in the judgment of this House the 
Constitution nowhere confers upon Congress the 
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power to issue in time of peace the promises or 
obligations of the Government as a legal tender 
in payment of debts. 

Resolved, That any legislation touching the 
legal-tender currency of the Government should 
keep steadily in view the resumption of specie 
payments, and should tend to enhance the value 
of liiat currency for the resumption of which the 
faith of the United States has been pledged to its 

Which was disagreed to — yeas 97, nays 146 
(not voting 46), as follow ; 

Yeas— Messrs. C. H. Adams, Bagiy, G. A. Bag- 
ley,). H. Baker, W. H. Baker, Ballon, S. N. Bill, 
Blaine, Blair, Bradley, H. C. Burchard, Burleigh, 
Cannou, Chittenden, Conger, Crapo, Darrall, 
Davy, Denison, Dunnell, Sarand, Eames, Far- 
well, Fort, Foster, Frost, Frye, Garfield, E. Hale, 
£. Hamilton, Haralson, Hardenbergh, B. W. 
Harris, Hathom, Hendee, Henderson, 0, F. 
Hoar, H(^e, Hoskins, Hubbell, Hurlbut, Joyce, 
Kasson, Kehr, Ketchum, Kimball, Lapham, 
W. Lawrence, Leavenworth, Lntttell, Lynch, 
Mi^oon, MacDougall, McCrary, J. W. McDill, 
Miller, Monroe, Nash, Norton, Oliver, O'Neill, 
Packer, Page, Kerce, Plaisted, T. C. Platl, A. 
Potter, PmaeU, Pratt, Rainey, S. Ross, Rusk, 
Sampson, Seelye, Sinnickson, A. H. Smith, Strait, 
Stowell, 7i«f,Thornburgh,M. I.Townsend, W. 
Townsend, Tufts, Van Vorhes, Waldron, A. S. 
Wallace, J. W. Wallace, Walls, Wheeler, J. D. 
White. Whiting, G. Willard, C. G. Williams, 
WiUk, J. Wilson, A. Wood, jr., Woodburn — 97. 

Navs — .Messrs, Ainsjaorth, Anderson, Asht, 
Alldns, BanniMg, Bamttm, Beehe, Blachham, 
Bland, Blmmt, Boane, Bradford, Bright, J. V. 
Brevm, Buclmer, S. D. Burchard, f. H. 
Caldwell, W. P. Caldwell, CAMPBELL, Candler, 
Cason, Cote, Caulfield, J. B. aarke,J. B. Clark, 
jr., Clymtr, Cochrane, Collins, Cowan, Cox, 
Crounse, Culdersoti, Cutler, DeBolt, Ditrell, 
Douglas, Durham, Eden, Evans, Faulkner, 
Filton, Forney, Franklin, Fuller, Cause, Glover, 
Goode, Goodin, Gunler, A. H. Handltoti, Han- 
cock, H. S. Harris, C. H. Harrison, Harlnell, 
Hatcher, Haymond, Hereford, A. S. Hewitt, G. 
iV. HewUt, Hill, Holman, Hooker, ■ Hopkins, 
House, Hunter, Huntan, Hyman, T. L. yones, 
Kelley, Knott, F. Landers, Levy, B. B, Lewis, 
Lord, Lynde, L. A. Mackey, Maish, MeFarland, 
McMahon, Metcalfe, Milliken, Mills, Money, 
Morgan, Morrison, Malchlsr, Nsal, Neio, 
CPBritn, E. Y. Parsons. P^nc, J. Phelps, J. 
F. Philip, W. A. Phillips, Piper, PofpUton, 
FatidaU, D. Rea, Reagan, j. ReiUy, A. V. Rice, 
Riddle, y. RMins, W. M. RobUns, M. S. 
Robinson, M. Ross, Savage, M. Sayler, Scales, 
Skeakley, Singleton, Siemens, W. E. Smith, 
Southard, Sparks, Springer, Stenger, Steifenson, 
Swann, Tarbax, Terry, C. P. Thompson, P. F. 
Thomas, Throckmorton, litcier, Tumey, y. L. 
Vance, R.B. Vance, WaddeU, C. C. B. Walker, 



y N. Williams, Wllshire, B. Wilson, F. Wood, 
Woodworth, Yeates, C. Young — 146. 

February 14 — Mr. Eitgene Hale moved that 
the rules be suspended, and the House agree to 
the following preamble and resolutions: 

Whereas the currency now in use among the 



Ijeople of the United States consists of the na- 
tional bank notes and the greenbacks, the latter 
being a debt of th G nm nt w'dely dis- 
tributed among the p pi and th f mer being 
redeemable in the gr nbn k d bi t to like 
fluctuation with it; nd h eas th United 
States Treasury has thu far f 1 d t meet its 
obligations and to redeem ts n tes th reby de- 
preciating the value f th p pi m ney and 
keeping it atalai^e d unt wb h d preciation 
varies from day to day. Cans ng risk and uncer- 
tainty in business affairs, Co the great prejudice 
of all legitimate industry and enterprise ; and 
whereas Congress by its en-TClments, and both the 
political parties by resolutions adopled in their 
several national conventions, stand committed to 
the early resumption of specie payments ; There- 
of it resolved by the Ho«se of Representatives 
in Congress assembled. That prompt measnrea 
should be taken 1^ sudi legislation as is needed 
to render effective the policy to a resumption of 
specie payments, by placing in the hani^ of the 
Secretary of the Treasury all necessary powers to 
carry out said objects, to the end that a sound 
and stable currency may be provided for the 

Which was dis^reed to — yeas 85, nays 139 
(not voting 65), as follows: 

Yeas— Messrs. C, H. Adams, Bagby, G, A. 
Bagley, W. H. Baker, Ballon, Bass, S. N. Bell, 
Blaine, Blair, Bliss, Bradley, H. C, Burchard, 
Burleigh, Chittenden, Conger, Crapo, Crounse, 
Darrall, Davy, Denison, Dunneil, Durand, 
Eames, Farweil, C. Freeman, Frost, Frye, Gar- 
field, E. Hale, Haralson, B. W. Harris, Hendee, 
Hoskins, Hubbell, Joyce, Kasson, Kehr, 
Ketchnra, Kimball, Lapham, W. Lawrence, 
Leavenworth, Lynch, McDougall, McCraty,J. W, 
McDill, Miller, Monroe, Na^, Norton, Packer, 
Page, Kerce, T. C. Plait, A. Potter, Powell, 
Pratt, Kidney, Rusk, Sampson, Seelye, Sinnickson, 
R. Smalls, Str^t, Stowell, Tarbox, Thomburgh, 
M. I. Townsend, W. Townsend, Tufts, Van 
Vorhes, Waldron, A. S. Wallace, Wheeler, J. D. 
White, Whiting, G. Willard, A. Williams, A. S. 
Williams, C. G. Williams, W. B. Williams, 
Willis, J. WUson, A. Wood, jr., Woodburn— 85. 

Nays — Messis. Ainsworth, Ashe, J. H. Baker, 
Bamum, Beebe, Blackburn, Bland, Blount, 
Booae,- Bradford, Bright, y. Y. Brown, Buck- 
ner, S. D. Burchard. CabeU, y. H. Caldwell. 
W. P. Caldwell Campbell, Candler, Cason, 
Cate, Caulfield, y. B. Clarke, y. B. Clark, jr., 
Collins, Cook, Cowan, Cox, Culberson, Cutler, 
yoseph y. Davis, DeBolt, DibreU, Douglas, 
Durham, Eden, Egbert, Ellis, Evans, Felton, 
Forney, Fort, Franklin, Fuller^ Cause, Glover, 
Goode, Goodin, Gunter, Hancock, Hardenbergh, 
H. R. Harris, y. T. Harris, C. H. Han-ison, 
Hartridgt, HartteU, Haymond, Henkle, Hereford, 
A. S. HewiU, G. W. Hewitt, Hill, Holman, 
Hooker, Hopkins, House, Hunter, Huntan, Hurd, 
Hyman, F. yones, T. L. yones, Kelley, Knott, 
Lamar, F. Landers, G. M. Landers, Lynde, 
L. A. Machey, McFarland, McMahon, Meade, 
Metcalfe, Milliken, Money, Morgan, Morrison, 
Malchler, Neal, New, O'Brien, Oliver, E. Y. 
Parsons, Payne, y. Phelps, y. F. PhiHps, W.A. 
Phillips, Piper, Poppteton, Randall, D. Rea, 
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Rtagan, 7. Seilly, y. B. Sdlly, A. V. Rice, 
Riddle, J. Robbim, IV. M. Rnbbias, M. S. 
Robinson, M. Ross, Savagt, M. Sayler, Scales, 
SchlHcker, Slemoas, W. E. Smith, Southard, 
Sparks, Springer, Stenger, Stone, Terry, C. P. 
Thompson, TXrocktnortoa, Tucker, y.L. Vance, 
R. B. Vance, WaddeU, G. C. Walker, J. W. 
Wallace, Walsh, Warren, Wike, J. D. Wil- 
liams, y. N. WUHams, Wilshire, B. Wilson, 
Wood worth, lia&J— 139. 

1S76, March 20 — Mr. Atkins offered the fol- 
lowing bill: 

Be it enacted, etc.. That all of the provisions 
of the act entitled "An act to provide for the re- 
sumption of specie payment," approved January 
14, 1875, which authorize the Secretary of the 
Treasury to redeem or cancel United Slates notes 
and to sell United States bonds for the accom- 
plishment of that purpose be, and the same are 
hereby, repealed. 

And moved that the rules be suspended and 
the bill passed. 

Which was disagreed to— yeas 110, nays 108 
(not voting 71), as follow: 

Vbas— Messrs. Ainsvorth, Anderson, Ashe, 
Atkins,}. H. Baker, Banning, Blackburn, Bland, 
Blaunl, Boone, Bradford, Bright, y. ¥. Brown, 
S. D. Burchard, CabeU, y. H. Caldwell, W. P. 
Caldwell, Campbell, Cannon, Cote, Cavlfield, 
y. B. aarke, y. B. Clark,jr., Clymer, Cochrane, 
Cook, Cowan, DeBolt, Dibrett, Douglas, Dur- 
ham, Eden, Egbert, Ellis, Evans, Faulkner, 
Forney, Fort, J^anklin, Fuller, Goode, Goodin, 
Canter, A. H. Hamilton, H. R. Harris, y. T. 
Harris, C. H. Harrison, Hartridge, Hartzell, 
Haymond, Hays, Hereford, G. W. Hewitt, Hol- 
man, Hopkins, House, Hunter, Hunton, Hurd, 
Hyman, Jenks, T. L. yones, Kelley, Knott, F. 
Landers, B. B. Lewis, Lynde, McFarland, 
McMahan, MUUken, Morgan, Neal, Mew, Oliver, 
r. Phelps, y. F. Philips.'W. A. Phillips, ^,5!//,^- 
ton, D. Rea, y. Reilly, J. B. Reilly, A. V. Rice, 
Riddle, W. M. Rabbins, M. S. Robinson, Savage, 
M. Sayler, Scales, Sheailey, W. £. Smith, South- 
ard, Sparks, Springer, Stevenson, Stone, Terry, 
Tucker, Van Vorhes, y. L. Vance, S.B. Vance, 
WaddeU, G. C. Walker, J. W. Wallace, £. 
Wells, Whitthome, y. D. Williams, y. jV. Wil- 
liams, V/oodv/orth, Veates, C. Young — no. 

Nays — Messrs. Bagby, G. A. Bagley, y. H. 
Bagley.jr., W. H. Baker, Ballon, Banks, Bar- 
num, Bass, Beebe, Blaine, Blair, Bliss, Bradley, 
W. R. Brown, H. C. Burchard, Casweil, Chitten- 
den, Conger, Cox, Crapo, Cutler, Denison, Dun- 
nell, Durand, Eames, Ely, Farwell, Foster, C. 
Freeman, Frost, Frye, Garfield, E. Hale, R. 
Hamilton, Hancock, Hardenbergh, Halhorn, 
Hendee, HenkU, A. S. Hewitt, G. F. Hoar, 
Hoge, Hooker, Hubbell, Hurlbut, Joyce, Kehr, 
Kimball, G. M. Landers, Laphara, Leavenworth, 
Luttrell, Lynch, Maish, McCrary, J. W. McDill, 
Metcalfe, Miller, Money, Monroe, Morrison, 
Nash, Norton, O'Brien, Page, Payne, Pierce, 
P^er, Plaisfed, A. Potter, PoweU, Pratt, Ran- 
dall, Reagan, y. Sobbins, Sampson, Schleicher, 
J. G. Schumaker, Seelye, Singleton, R. Smalis, 
A. H. Smith, Strait, Stenger, Stowell, Tarbex, C. 
P. Thompson, Thomburgh, Throckmorton, W. 
Townsend, Tufls, C. C. B. Walker, A. S. Wal- 
kce. Ward, Warren, Wheeler, Whitehause, 



Whiting, Wike, G. Willard, A. Williams, A. S. 
Williams, C. G. Williams, 7, Williams, W. B. 
Williams, Willis, }. Wilson, A. Woo^, jr.— 



Democratio Caucus B[U on tbe MoDCy 
QnestiDn. 

March 27 — Mr. Payne moved that the rules 
be suspended so to allow him to introduce, and 
the House to pass, the following bill to provide 
for the gradual resumption of specie payments ; 

A BiLi. to provide for the gradual resumption 
of specie payments. 

Be it enacted, etc.. That it shall be the duty 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, during each and 
every year from and after July I, 1876, and un- 
til the legal tender notes of the United States 
shall have appreciated to par value with gold 
and shall be convertible into coin, to cause to be 
set aside and retained in coin an amount equal 
to three per centum of such legal tender notes 
outstanding ; and from the date of such converti- 
bility as aforesaid, the amount of coin set aside 
and retained, as aforesaid, shall be held as a re- 
sumption fund in respect to said legal tender 
notes, and shall at no time be less than thirty 
per centum of such outstanding legal tender 
notes ; Provided, hoToeT/ir, that the coin so set 
aside and retained as above provided shall be 
counted as a part of the sinking fund for the pur- 
chase or payment of the public debt, as required 
by section 3,694 of the revised statutes. 

Sec. 2. That it shall be the duty of each na- 
tional bankinz association during each and every 
year from and after July I, 1876, and until thn 
full and complete resumption of the payment iii 
specie of its circulating notes, to set aside and 
retain from the coin receivable as interest on the 
bonds deposited with the Treasurer of United 
States as security for its circulation an amount 
equal to three per centum of its drculating notes 
issued to such association' and not surreudei;ed ; 
and from the date of its resumption of specie 
payments as aforesaid, the amount of coin to he 
held and maintained as a resumption fund shall 
at no time be less than thWy per centum of 
its outstanding circulation ; Provided, however. 
That the coin by this section directed to be set 
aside and retained shall be counted as a part of 
ths lawful money reserve which said associations 
are byexisting laws required to maintain. 

Sec. 3. That so much of section three of an 
act entitled " an act to provide for the resump- 
tion of specie payments" approved January 14, 
1S75, as requires the Secretary of the Treasury 
to redeem legal tender notes to the amount of 
eighty per centum of the sura of national tiank 
notes issued to any banking association increas- 
ing its capital or circulation, or to any associa- 
tion newly organized as provided in said section, 
and also so much of said section three as relates 
to or provides for the redemption in coin of the 
United Slates legal-tender notes on and after 
January 1, 1879, and all other provisions of law 
mconsistent with this act, are hereby repealed. 

Mr. HoLMAN asked if it was in order to divide 
the several propositions embraced in the bill, so 
as to have a separate vote on the last section. 

The Speaker said ; It is not. 
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Others made the same request. But Mr. Payne 
refused to yield for any purpose, 

The- vote was then taken on the motion ; and 
it was disagreed to, (two-thinJs being required) 
— yeas 8l, nays 157 [not voting 51), as follow! 

Yeas— Messrs. Ashe, Bagby, y. H. B(^ley,Jr., 
Barnum. S. N. Bell, Blount, Bradford, y. K 
Brovan, CaieU, J. H. CaldweU, Cau^M, Chafin, 
Clymer, Cochrane, Collins, Cook, Cox, Culberson, 
Culler, DeBolt, Douglas, Durham, FettoH, For- 
ney, Gibson, Goode, Gunter, Hancock, Harden- 
bergh, H. R. Harris, C. H. Harrison, Hartridge, 
Hcnkle. G. W. Hewitt, Hooker, Hopkins, Hunton, 
Hurd, KkoU, G. M. Landers, Lam, Levy, Lut- 
trell, Lynde, Maish, Meade, Metc^fi, Milliken, 
Money, Morrison, Maickbr, E. Y. Parsons, 
Payne, % Phelps, Piper, FcwsU, Randall, Rea- 
gan, W. M. Robbins, C. B. Roberts, M. Ross, 
Schleicher, Singleton, Slemons, W. E. Siaith, 
Stenger, Saiann, Terry, P. F. Thomas, Throck- 
morton, Tucker, Tarney, R. B. Vance, Walsh, 
Wigginton, Wike,A. S. Williams, J. Umiams, 
y. N. Wiaiams, Yeates, C. Young— &l. 

Nays — Messrs. C. H. Adams, Anbehsoh, 
Atkins, G. A. Bagley, J. H. Baker, W. H. 
Baker, Ballou, BANKS, Beebe, Blackburn, Blair, 
Boone, Bradl^-, Bright, W. R. Brown, H. C. 
Bufchard, Burleigh, W. P. Caldwell, Campbeij, 
Cannon, Cason, Caswell, Cats, Chittenden, y. B. 
Clarke, y. B. Clark, Jr., Conger, Crapo, Crounse, 
Danford, TosepA y. Davis, Denison, Dibrell, 
Dobbins, Bunnell, Durand, Eames, Eden, Eg- 
bert, Ely, Evans, Farwell, Faulkner, Fort, Foster, 
Ffcaiklin, Fuller, Garfield, Glover, Goodin, E. 
Hale, A. H. HamiUon, R. Hamilton, Hartnell, 
Hathom, Haymond, Hendee, Henderson, Here- 
ford, A, S. Hewitt, G. F. Hoar, Holman, Hos- 
kins, Hubbell, Hnnter, Hurlbut, Hynmn, T. L. 
yones, Joyce, Kasson, Kehr, Kelley, Kimball, 
King, F. Landers, Lapham, Leavenworth, Lynch, 
Magoon, McCrary, McFarland, McMahon, Mil- 
ler, Monroe, Morey, Morgan, Nash, Neal, New, 
Norton, O'Brien, Oliver, O'Neill, Packer, Page, 
y. F. Philips, W. A. Phillips, Pierce, Plaisted, 
T. C. Piatt, Poppletm, A. PoTTBR, y. Rally, 
A. V. Rice, Riddle, y. Robbins, M. S. Robinson, 
S. Ross, Rusk, Sampson, Savage, M. Sayler, 
Scales, Seelye, Skeakley, ^nnickson, R. Smalls, 
A. H. Smith, Southard, ^rks. Springer, Strait, 
Stevenson, Stone, Stowell, Tarbox, Teese, C. P. 
Thompson, Thombui^h, M. I. Townsend, W. 
Townsend, Tufts, Van Vorhes, y. L. Vance, 
Waddell, Waldron, A. S. Wallace, J. W. Wal- 
lace, WaUing, Walls, Ward, Warren, G. W. 
Wells, Wheeler, J. D. White, Whiting, Whit- 
Ih^ne, G.Willard, A. Williams, C. G. Williams, 
y. D. Williams, W. B. Williams, Willis, J. 
Wilson, A. Wood, jr., Woodbuin, Woodworth — 

[This bill is understood to have been adopted, 
i I! a caucus of Democratic Representatives, March 
'5i 1876, by a vote of 69 to 46, and ordered pre- 
sented to the House, "as the best practicable 
compromise of differing opinions on the financial 

May I — Mr. Holman moved that the rules be 
suspended so as to enable him to introduce, and 
the House to pass, a bill to repeal so much of 
the act entitled "An act to provide for the re- 
sumption of specie payments," approved January 



I4i '875. as authoriies the Secretary of th 
Treasury to redeem and cancel United State 
notes and to issue and sell United States bond 
for the accomplishment of that purpose. 

Which was disagreed to, (two-thirds not havin 
voted in the affirmative,) yeas 1 1 5, nays 1 1 1 (nc 
voting &(), as follow ; 

Yeas — ^Messrs, Ainsworth, Anderson, Ai 
kins, J. H. Baker, Banning, Slackbum, Blano 
Blount, Bradford, y. Y. Broum, Buckner, ^ 
D. Burchard, Cabell, y. H. Caldwell, W. I 
CaldweU, Caimon, Cason, Gate, Caulfield, y. E 
Clark, jr., Clymer, Cochrane, Collins, Cook 
Cowan, Culberson, Joseph y. Davis, De Boh 
Dibrell, Douglas, Durham, Eden, Ellis, Evans 
FoHlkner, Felton, Finley, Forney, Fort, Frank 
lin. Fuller, Glover, Goode, Goodin, A. H. Ham 
ilton, H. R. Harris, y. T. Harris, C. H. Har 
riso/i, Hartridge, Hartzell, Hatcher, Haymond 
Hereford, Hill, Holman, Hopkins, House, Hun 
'iunton, Kelley, F. Landers, W. Lawrence 
McFarland, McMahon, Milliken, Morgan, Neal 
New, Packer, E. Y. Parsons, Payne, Phelps, y 
F. Philips, W. A. Phillips, Fi^pleton, Randall, D 
Rea, Reagan, y. Reilly, y.£. Reilly,A. V.Rice 
Riddle, y. Robbins, W. M. Robbins, C. B. Rob 
erls, M. S. Robinson, Savage, M. Sayler, Scales 
Skeakley, Slemons, W. E. Smith, Southard 
Sparks, Springer, Stenger, Stevenson, Stone 
Terry, Tucker, Tumg', y. L. Vance, R. B 
Vance, G. C. Walker, J. W. Wallace, Walling 
Walsh, E. Wells, Whttthome, y. D. WiUiams 
y. N. Williams, Wilshire, Woodworth, Yeates 
C. Young— ws,. 

NAys— Messrs. C. H. Adams, G. A. Bagley 
y. H. Bagley, jr., BANKS, Barnum, Beebe, S. 
N. Bell, Blaine, Blair, Bradley, H. C. Burchard, 
Burleigh, Candler, Chapin, Qiittenden, Conger, 
Crapo, Crounse, Culler, Danford, Davy, Denjson. 
Bunnell, Eames, Ely, Farwell, Foster, F^ost, 
Frye, GarSeld, Gibson, E. Hale, R. Hamilton, 
Haralson, Hardenbergh, Hendee, Henderson, 
Henkle, G. W. Hewitt, Hi^, Hoskins, Huhbel!, 
Joyce, Kehr, Ketchum, Kimball, Lamar, G. M. 
Landers, Lane, Leavenworth, Levy, Lultrell, 
Lynch, Maish, MacDougall, McCrary, J. W. 
McDill, Metcalfe, Miller, Monroe, Morrison, 
Mvtchler, Norton, O Brim, O'Neill, P^e, 
Pierce, Piper, Plaisted, T. C Piatt, A. Potter, 



R. Smalls, A. H. Smith, Stowell, Tarbox, C. F. 
Thompson, Thomburgh, Throckmorton, M. I. 
Townsend, W. Townsend, Tnfis, Wait, Waldron, 
A. S. Wallace, Warren, Wells, Wheeler, J. D. 
White, W&itehouse, Whiting, Wigginton, G. 
Willard, A. WiUiams, A. S. Williams, C. G. 
Williams, y Williams, W. B. Williams, J. Wil- 
son, A. Wood, jr., F. Wood, Woodhum— 1 10. 

Cbang^ of Snle to fhcJIitnte a report from 
the Committee on Bankiog and Cur- 

1876, June 6— Mr. RANDAI.L, from the Com- 
mittee on Rules, reported the foEowing as an 
addition to rule 74, relating to reports from the 
Committee on Banking and Currency : 

And on any question referred to them by the 
House in relation to the currency, the said com 
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nay during the present s 






Which was agreed to — yeas 115, nays 97 ; 
Yeas — Messrs. Ainsworlh, Anderson, Ashe, 
Atkins, Banmng, Blcukhurn, Blettd, Blozatt, 
B^one,Bradfi/rd, Bright, y. Y. Br!fwn,B-uckner, 
CabeU, y. H. CaldwiU. W. P. CaldwiU, Camp- 
bell, Cate, Cau^eld, Chittenden, y. B. Clarke, 
y. B. Clark, jr., Clymer, Cochrane, Collins, 
Cook, Cutler, yoseph J. Davis, DeBell, Dibrell, 
Douglas, ihirha'i, Eden, Ms^eri, Filton, 
Finhy, Fortiey, Franklin, Fuller, Glavtr, Good- 
in, Cunler, A. H. Hamillon, R. Hamilton, y. T. 
Harris, C. If. Harrison, Harlridge, HariseU, 
Haymond, Heakle, Hereford, A. S. Hamtt, G. 
SV. Hevdlt, Hill, Hopkins, House, Hunlon, 
Hurd, yeaks, T. L. yones, Knott, F. Landers, 
G. M. Landers, Le Moym, Levy, B. B. Lewis, 
Maish, McFarland, Meade, Metcalfe, MilliHen, 
Mills, Money, Morgan, MutchUr, Neal, Odell, 
E. y. Parsons, % F. Philips Piper, Poppleton, 
RandaU, D. Rea, Seagan, y. Reilly, A. V. RUe, 
£iddls,y.Robbms,C.B.Roherts,M.Ross,Smiage, 
Scales, Sheakley, Singleton, W. E. Smith, South- 
ard, Sparks, Springer, Stenger, Stone, Skaann, 
Teese,P.F. Thomas, Thri>ckmorten,E.B. Vance, 
G. C. Walker, Walling, ll'alsh, E. Wells, 
WhUlhorne, Wigginton, j. D. Williams, y. N. 
Williams, F. Wood, K'ofci— 115. 

Nays — Messrs. C. H. Adams, Sagiy, G. A, 
Eagley, 7- ff- Bagley, jr., J. H. Baiter, W. H. 
Baker, Ballou, Beebe, S. N. Bell. Blaine, Blaii, 
Bradley, W. R. Brown, H. C. Burehard, Barleigh, 
Candler, Cason, Caswell, Chapin, Crapo, 
Crounse, Danford, Davy, Denlson, Bunnell, 
Durand, Eames, Ftye, Garfield, E. Hale, 
Hardenbergh, B. W. Harris, Hendee, Henderson, 
Hoge, Hodiins, Hunter, Hurlbut, Joyce, Kasson, 
Kshr, Kelley, Ketchum, Kimball, King, W. Law- 
rence, ^.eavenworth. Lynch, E. W. M. Mackey, 
Magoon, MacDougall, McCrary, J. W. McDill, 
Miller, Monrc«, Nash, Norton, &Brien, Oliver, 
O'Neill, Packer, Page, W. A. Phillips, Pierce, 
Piatt, A. Potter, Powell, Pratt, Rainey, M. S. 
Robinson, Sampson, Schleicher, Seelye, Sirinick- 
son, R. Smalls, A. H. Smith, Strait, Tarbox, 
Thornbui^h, M. I. Townsend, W. Townsend, 
Tufts, Van Vorhes, WaJdron, C. C. B. Walker, 
A. S. Wallace, Ward, Warren, Whiting, G, 
Willard, A, Williams, C. G. Williams, W. B. 
Williams, Willis, J. Wilson, A. Wood, jr„ 
Wood worth — 97 . 

June 26 — Mr. Neal offered tUis bill; 

A bill to repeal the act entitled "An a 
provide (or the resumption of specie payments," 
approved January 14, 1875. 

Pe il enacted, etc.. That the act entitled "An 
act to provide for the resumption of specie pay- 
ments," aporii-.eii January 14, 1S75, be, and the 
same is nereby, repealed. 

And demanded the previous question on 
passage, which was not seconded — ayes 77, nc 

Mr. Kasson rose to debate it, and it went 
over, under the rule, 

July 10 — Mr, HoLMAN moved to snsp^d the 
■s, and pass this resolution : 
Resohted, That the Committee on Banking and 
Currency be, and they are hereby, instructed 
report to the House Uie following bill, and that 



me be made the special order tor Thursday 
ifter the morning hoar, and be open for con- 
sideration and amendment, to wit : 
A bill relating to the currency. 
Be it enacted, etc.. That so much of the act 
entitled "An act to provide for the resumption 
of specie payments," approved January 14, 1875, 
as authoiized the Secretary of the Treasury to 
redeem in coin United States notes be, and the 
me is hereby, repealed. 

Which was disagreed to — yeas 10;, nays 96 
ot voting 86), two-thirds heitig necessary, as 
follow I 

Yeas — Messrs. Ainsworth, Anderson, Ashe, 
Atkins, J. H. Baker, Banning, Bland, Blount, 
Boone, Bradford, Bright, % Y. Broom, Bud- 
ner, S. D. Burchard, Cabell, y. H. Caldwell, 
". Calduiell, Campbell, Oinnon, Cason, 
Caulfield, y. B. Clark, jr., Gymer, Coch- 
,..,«, Cook, CBtuan, Culberson, yosipk y. Davis, 
DihreU, Dobbins, Douglas, Eden, Ellis, Evans, 
Faulkner, Felton, Finley, Fuller, Cause, Gaodtn, 
Gunter, y. T. Harris, C. H. Harrison, Hart- 
ridge, Hartiell, Hatcher, Haymond, Hays, Henkle, 
Hereford, Hill, Holman, House, Hubbell, Hun- 
ter, Hunlon, yenks, Kelley, Knott, F. Landers, 
Lane, B. B. Lewis, Lynde, L. A. Mackey, 
McFarland, MUliken, Morgan, New, y. Phelps, 
y. F. PMlips, PoppleioH, Randall, D. Rea, y. 
Reilly, y. B. ReiUy, A. V. Rice, Riddle, C. B. 
Roberts, M. S. Robinson, Savage, Scales,'Single- 
ton, Slemons, W. E. Smith, Southard, Sparks, 
Spencer, Springer, Stevenson, Stone, Terry, 
Tumey, y. L. Vance, R. B. Vance, J.Vl. Wal- 
lace, Walling. Walsh, E. Wells, Wigginton, 
y. D. WUliams, J. N. Williams, B. Wilson, 
Yeates, C. Young— 10$. 
Nays — Messrs. C. H. AdanM, Baghy, G. . 



H. C. Burchard, Burleigh, Candler, Caswell, 
Conger, Crapo, Crotinse, Cutler, Davy, Bunnell, 
Durand, Eames, Ely, Foster, C. Freeman, Fros^ 
Garfield, E. Hale, R. Hamilton, Hancock, Har- 
denbergh, B. W. Harris, Henderson, A. S. 
Hewitt, G. F. Hoar, Hoskins, Hurd, Hurlbut, 
Kasson, Kehr, Ketchum, Kimball, G. M. Lan- 
ders, Lapham, Le Mayne, Levy, Luttrell, E, W, 
M. Mackey, Magoon, Maish, MacDougall, J. 
W. McDill, Meade, Miller, Monroe, Morrison, 
Mutchler, Norton, O'Brien, O'Neill, Page, 
Yietce, Piper, T. C. Piatt, A. POTTER, Powell, 
y. Raibins, M. Ross, Rusk, Sampson, Schleicher, 
Seelye, Sinniekson, R. Smalls, A. H. Smith, 
Strait, Stowell, Tarbox, C. P. Thompson, Thorn- 
burgh, M. I. Townsend, W. Townsend, Tufts, 
Wait, Waldron, A. S. Wallace, Ward, G. W. 
Wells, Whiting, Wike, G. Willard, y. Williams, 
W. B, Williams, Willis, Woodburn— 96. 

July 17 — Mr. Springer moved to suspend the 
rules and pass a resolution instructing the Com- 
mittee on Banking and Currency to report to- 
morrow a bill to repeal the act for the resumption 
of specie payments, io be open for amendment; 
which was disagreed to — yeas 102, nays 92 (not 
voting 92), two- thirds being necessary. 

In House. 
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Resohied, That the Committee on Banking and 
Currency be, and they are hereby instructed to 
report to the House immediately after the read- 
ing of the journal to-morrow a bill to repeal the 
resumption day clause of the act entitled "An act 
to provide for the resumption of specie payment," 
approved January 14, 1S75. 

Pending which, a motion to adjourn was agreed 
ia—ytKs, 100, nays 90 (not voting 96). 

Coinage of Silver Dollars. 

In Housk. 

1876, July 24 — Mr. KelI-EY moved to suspend 
the rules and pass this bill ; , 

A Bill to provide for the coining of the standard 

silver dollar of the United States, and for re- 
storing its legal tender character. 

Whereas by the omission to name the legal 
tender silver dollar in the enumeration of the sil- 
ver coins of the United States in the act of Feb- 
ruary 12, 1873, the authority to coin said dollar 
was withheld ; Therefore, 

Be it enacttd, etc.. That there shall be, from 
time to time, struck and coined, at the several 
mints of the United States, silver dollars of the 
weight of 4izJ^ grains, as provided for in the act 
of January 18, 1837, upon which shall be the 
devices and l^ends provided by said act ; and 
that the said dollar shall be a legal lender of pay- 
ment for any sums whatever. 

Which was disagreed to — yeas 119, nays 66 
(not voting 99) — two-thirds being required — as 
follow : 

Ybas-— Messrs. .^(Hjwwii'iiANDER.soKj^j'Aini', 
J. H. Baker, Bland, Boone, Bradford, Bradley, 
Bright, y. Y. Brown, W. R. Brown, Buckner, 
H, C. Burchard, S. D. Burchard, Cabell, J. H. 
Oildwetl, W. P. Caldwell, Campbell, Candler, 
Cannon, Cason, Cate, Caulfield, J. B. Clarke, 
y B. Clark, jr., Clymer, Cochrane, Conger, 
Cook, Joseph y. Dams, De Bolt, DUrell, Dob- 
bins, Douglas, Bunnell, Durham, Eden' Egbert, 
Evans, Fellon, FinUy, Forney, Fort, Franklin, 
Goods, Goadin, Gunter, A. H. Hamilton, Hart- 
nell. Hays, Hereford, Hill, Holman, Hopkins, 
House, Hunter, Hurlbnt, T. L. yones, Kellty, 
Knott, F. Landers, Lane, Levy, Lttllrell, Lynde, 
L. A. Mackey, J. W. McDill, McFarland, 
McMahon, MiUiken, Mills, Neal. New. Page, 
y. Phelps, W, A. Phillips, Piper, Purman, Ran- 
dall, D. Sea, Reagan, % ReUly, J. B. Reilly, 
A, V. Rice, Riddle, W. M. RobHns, M. S. Rob- 
inson, Rusk, Sampson, Savage, Scales, Sheakley, 
Singleton, Siemens, W. E. Smith, Springer, 
Stevenson, Stone, Terry, Thomburgh, Tufts, 
TSim^ji, VanVorhes, y.i. Vanee,R.B. Vance, 
Waddell, E. mils, J. D. White, Whiting, IVhil- 
ihorne, Wiggintoa, G. Willard, C. G. Williams, 
y.D WilRams.y.N. miliams,yf. B.'Wimams, 
J. Wilson, Woodburn, Woodworth— 1 19, 

Nays— Messrs. C. H. Adams, G. A. Bagley, 
W , H. Baker, Ballou, S. N. Bell, Burleigh, Cas- 
well, Chittenden, Crapo, Cutler, Danford, Dar- 
rall, Davy, Durand, t3.mei,Ely, Frye, Garfield, 
GidsoH, E. Hale, Hancock, Hardenbergh, B. W. 
Harris, Hendee, Hoskins, Habbell, F. yones, 
Kehr, Kimball, Lamar, Leavenworth, Lynch, 
Magoon, MacDougaO, Meade, Metcalfe, Miller, 
Monroe, MuUhler, Norton, O'NelU, Packer, 



Payne, Pierce, Plaisted, A. POTTER, Rainey, y. 
RoMins, Schleicher, Seelye, Sinnickson, R. 
Smalls, Stowell, Tarbox, Teese, C. P. Thomp- 
son, M. I. Townsend, W. Townsend, Tucker, 
Wail, C. C. B. iValker, Ward, Warren, G. W. 
Wells, mie, A. S. miHams, y. Williams, 
Willis— ti. 

Amendment of Funding Ad. 

[For text of the Funding Act of July 14, 1870, 
and the votes on its' passage, and in intermedi- 
ate stages, see McPheison's History of Recon- 
struction, pp. 597-604.] 

In Senate. 

1876, February 25 — Mr. Sherman moved to 

proceed to consider the bill (S. 478) amendatory 

of the Funding Acts of July 14, 1870, and Janu- 






is follov 



Be it enacted, etc.. That the ads to authorize 
the refunding of the national debt, approved 
July fourteenth, eighteen hundred and seventy, 
and January twentieth, eighteen hundred and 
seventy-one, be so amended that the amount o< 
bearing four and one-half per centum in- 

, authorized to be issued, be increased to five 

Tiundred millions of dollars; and that they be 
payable at the pleasure of the United States after 
thirty years from the date of their issue, instead 
of after fifteen years. 

Sec. 2, That this act shall not be construed to 
authorize any increase of the total amount of 
bonds provided for by the acts to which this act 
is an amendment, nor to authorize any increase 
whatever of the bonded debt of the United 
Slates ; and all provisions of the acts to which 
this act is amendatory not inconsistent with the 

force and effect. 

[The changes proposed are to make the 4^ 
per cent, bonds provided for in 1870 payable in 
thirty years, instead of fifteen, and to increase the 
amount of them from three hundred million dol- 
lars to five hundred million dollars.] 
In Senate. 

1876, February 25 — Mr. McDonald moved 
to amend by striking out, in line six, section one, 
of printed bill, the words "that the amoimt of 
bonds bearing four and one-half per centum in- 
terest, authorized to be issued, be increased to 
five hundred millions of dollars; and that they 
be payable at the pleasure of the United States 
after thirty years from the date of their issue, in- 
stead of after fifteen years." 

And inserting in lieu thereof the following; 

That the bonds now authorized to be issued, 
bearing four and one-half per cent, interest, be 
made payable at the pleasure of the United Slates 
after thirty years from date of their issue instead 
of after fifteen years. 

Which was disagreed to — yeas 14, nays 43, rj 
follow : 

Yeas — Messrs, Booth, Cockrelt, Davis, Goi- 
don, McCreery, McDonald, Maxey, Merrimon, 
Norwood, Randolph, Robertson, Saulsbury, 
Thurman, Wallace— 1/^. 

Nays— Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Boutwell, 
Bruce, Cameron of Pennsylvania, Cameron of 
Wisconsin, Capertm, Christiancy, Clayton, Conk- 
ling, Dawes, Dorsey, Eaton, Edmunds, English, 
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Feny, FVelinghuysen, Hamilton, Hamlin, Har- 
vej, Howe, Ingidls, yehastott, joias of Florida, 
Keify, Keraan, Key, Logan, McMillan, Mitchell, 
Morril! of Maine, Morrill of Vemiont, Morton, 
Oglesby, Sai^enC, Shennitn, Spencer, Wadleigh, 
West, Whyte, Windom, WUhers, Wrighl— 43. 

The bill then passed — yeas 51, nays 5 (Messrs. 
Cockrell, Ealoa, McCreery, McDonald, Robert- 

In House. 

Referred, February 29, to Ways and Means, 
and not reported by that CommiHee. 

Silver Cofnage Bill. 

In House. 

1S76, July 19 — Mr. Blano reported from the 
Committee on Mines and Mining, the following 
bill (H. R. 3635): 
A bill to utilize the product of gold and silver 
mines, and tor other purposes. 
Be it enatled, Sj'c, That coin notes of the de- 
nomination of S50, and multiples thereof up to 
flto,ooo, may, in the mode hereinafter provided, 
be paid by the several mints and assay offices at 
San Francisco, Carson City, Philadelphia, and 
New Yoclt, for the net valoe of gold and silver 
bullion deposited thereat ; and of the bullion thus 
received nai less than 75 per cent, in coin or fine 
bars shall at all times be kept on hand for redemp- 
tion of the coin notes, gold for gold, and' silver 
for silver. The gold deposited shall be computed 
at its coining value, and silver at the rate of 412.8 
grains standard silver to the dollar, less the lawful 
mint charges, and such charge for transportation 
from the several assay oftices to the mints for 
coinage, and from the latter to the assistant treas- 
uries respectively at which the coin notes shall 
be payable ; and (here shall be coined at the 
mints of the United States the silver dollar here- 
inbefore mentioned. 



Sec. 2. That for bullion deposited at the mints 
of San Francisco and Carson, the coin notes is- 
sued shall be redeemable on demand at the assis- 
tant treasury at San Francisco ; and for bullion 
deposited at the Philadelphia mint and assay of- 
fice at New York, the notes shall be redeemed at 
the assistant treasury. 

Sec, 3. That the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall, from time to time, cause coin and fine mint- 
bars (stamped) to be transferred from the mint to 
the assistant treasuries at San Francisco and New 
York in such amounts as may be necessary for 
the redemption of the coin notes, 

Sec. 4, That the coin notes issued under the 
provisions of this act shall be receivable without 
limit for all dues to the United States ; and the 
coin mentioned in this act shall be a legal tender 
for all debts, pubhc and private, not specified to 
be paid in gold coin. 

Sec. 5. That the gold coin notes issued under 
this act shall be redeemed, on presentation, in 
gold coin or fine bars, and silver in silver dollars 
or fine bars. 

Sec. fi. That the coin notes authorized by this 
act to be issued shall be prepared under the direc- 
tion of the Secretary of the Treasury, and shall 
be transleired to the mints and assay ofSces 
named in this act as a part of the bullion fund, 
and from which fund deposits shall be paid for 
in coin or coin notes at the option of the depositor. 

Sec. 7. That the fine gold an4 silver bars by 
this act authorized to be issued shall bear the 
mint stamp of fineness, weight, and value, and 
the value of the gold bars shall be computed ac- 
cording to their coining rate, and the s&ver bars 
at their coining value in dollars. 

Sec. 8, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall prescribe the necessary regulations for car- 
rying into effect the provisions of this act. 

A direct vote npon it has not been reached up 
to the time this page was stereotyped. 



XVIII. 

GENERAl POLITICAL VOTES, FORTY-EOURTH COSGRESS. 

Supplement to the Present Statutes In 

Aid and Defense of the Coiistitutloual „ ,= 1 ' l ,1 ■ - 

„ , , r r .. officer respectively shall give 

EikMs of tltizeus. (he United States the same and equal oppor- 

tunity to perform such prereqiiisite and (0 be- 
come qualified to vote, without distinction of 
race, color, or previous condition of servitude; 
and if any such person or officer shall refuse or 
knowingly omit to execute and give full effect 
to the foregoing provisions of this section, on ac- 
lional rights of count of the race, color, or previous conditio! 

servitude of the applicant or person seeking :o 
perform such prerequisite or quaUfication for vot- 
ing, he shall, for every such offense, forfeit and 
pay the sum of five hundred dollars to the person 
aggrieved thereby, to be recovered by an action 
on the case, with full cost, and such allowance 
for counsel-fees as the court shall deem Just; 
and shall, also, for every such offense, be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall, on conviction 
thereof, be fined not less than five hundred doL 



Be it tnacted, &'c.. That if, by or under the 
authority of the constitution or laws of the United 
States, or of any State, or the iavre of ajiy Ter- 
ritory, any act is or shall be required to be done 
as a prerequisite or qualification for voting, and 
by such constitution or laws any persons or offi- 
cers shall be charged with the performance of 
duties in furnishing to citiiens an opportunity to 
perform such prerequisite, or to become qualified 
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lars or be imprisoned not less than one month 
and not more than one year, ot both, at tlie dis- 
cretion of the court. 

Sec. 3. That if any person or officer of the 
United States, or officer of any State, or any per- 
son exereising power or authority under the 
United States or any State, shall deny or abridge 
to any citizen of the United States, entitled by 
the laws of such State, or by the Constitution or 
laws of tlie United States, to vote at any election, 
the right and opportunity so to vote at such elec- 
ticn 1^ reason of his race, color, or previous con- 
dition of servitude, or shall for said cause fail to 
allow and furnish such citizen, so entitled to vote 
as aforesaid, a full, fair, impartial and equal 
opportunity, under the laws, with all othef citi- 
zens eniiUed to vote at any such election, to exer- 
cise his right of voting, every person and officer 
so offending shall be deemed guilty of a misde- 
meanor, and shall, on conviction thereof, be pun- 
ished by a fine not exceeding one thous 
dollars, and be imprisoned not exceeding 

Sec. 3- That whenever W or under the 
thority of the constitution ot laws of any Statf 
Ihe laws of any Territory, or the laws of the 
United States, any act is or shall be required 
be done by any citizen as a pre-iequisite to qualify 
or entitle him to vote, the offer of any such citi- 
zen to perform the act required to be done as 
aforesaid shall^if it fail to be carried into execu- 
tion by reason of the wrongful act or omission of 
the peison or officer charged with the duty of 
receiving or permitting such performance or of- 
fer to perform br acting thereon, proceeding from 
the race, color, *^r previous condition of servitude 
of such citisen,'be deemed and held as a per- 
formance in law of such act, and of the dne per- 
formance by such person or officer of his duty in 
the premises ; and the person so offering and 
failing as aforesaid, and being otherwise qualified, 
shall be entitled to vote in the same manner and 
to the same extent as if he had in fact performed 
such act, and as if such person or officer had done 
his duty in the premises ; and any judge, inspec- 
tor, or other officer of election, whose duly it is, 
or shall be, to receive, count, certily, register, re- 
port, or give effect to the lawful vote ot any citi- 
zen, who shall wrongfully refuse or omit to receive, 
count, certify, register, report, or give effect to 
the lawful vote of any citizen, who shall wrong- 
fully refuse or omit to receive, count, certify, 
raster, report, or give effect to the vote of such 
citizen, so having offered and failed to perform 
as aforesaid, upon the presentation by him of his 
affidavit stating that he had a right to qualify " ' 
a voter, and such offer, and the time and pla 
thereof, and the name of the officer or pers' 
whose duty it was to act thereon, and that he w 
wrongful^ prevented by such officer or person 
from performing such act by reason of his race, 
color, or previous condition of servitude, shall, 
for every such offense, forfeit and pay the sum of 
iivfe hundred dollars to the person aggrieved 
thereby, to be recovered by an action on the case, 
with full costs, and such allowance for counsel- 
fees as the court shall deem just ; and sliall also, 
for every such offense, be deemed guilty of a mis- 
demeanor, and shall, on conviction thereof, be 
lined not less than five hundred dollars, or he 



mprisoned not less than one month and not more 

ban one year, or both, in the discretion of the 

:ourt. And if any person so making and pre- 

sendng such affidavit shall willfully and contrary 

to his oath in that behalf state or subscribe any 

material matter which he does not believe to be true, 

he shall be deemed guilty of perjury and shall on 

"nviction be liable to the penalty provided in 

:tion 5392 of the statutes of the United Slates- 

Sec, 4. That if any person, by force, bribery, 

reats, or intimidation, or other unlaH-ful 

;ans, shall hinder, delay, prevent, or olatruct, 

shall combine and confederate with others to 

hinder, delay, prevent, or obstruct, any citizen 

from doing any act required by law to be done to 

qualify him to vote, or from voting at any elec- 

n as aforesaid, on account of the race, color, 

previous condition of servitude of such citi- 

n, such person shall, for every such offense, 

forfeit and pay the sum of five hundred dollars 

to the person aggrieved thereby, to be recovered 

by an acdon on the case, witji full cost, and 

such allowance for counsel-fees as the court 

shall deem just; and shall also, for every such 

offense, be guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall, 

on cojiviction thereof, be lined not less than five^ 

hundred dollars, or be imprisoned not less than 

one month and not more than one year, or both, 

at the discretion of the court. 

Sec. 5. That if any person shall prevent, hin- 
der, control, or intimidate, oc shall attempt to 
prevent, hinder, control, or intimidate, any per- 
son having the right of suffrage from exercising, 
or in exerci^ng, the right of suffrage, on account 
of the race, color, or previous condition of servi- 
tude of such person, by means of bribery, force, 
or intimidation, or by threats of depriving any 
such person of employment or occupation, or of 
ejecting such person from any house, lands, or 
other property, or by threats of refusing to renew 
leases or contracts for labor, or by threats of vio- 
lence to himself or family, every SHch person so 
offending shall be deemed gnilty of a misde- 
meanor, and shali, on conviction thereof, be fined 
not less than five hundred dollars, or be impris- 
oned not less than one month and noj more than 
one year, or both, at the discretion of the court. 
Fending its consideration, 
Mr. Thurman moved to strike from the sec- 
ond section, in die first line, the words " person 

Which was disagreed to — yeas 14, nays 25 ; 

Yeas — Messrs. Caperton, Cockrell, Eaton, 

Goldtkwaite, Johnston, Kelly, McCreery,Maxty, 

Merrimon, Notwood, Ransom, Thurman, Whyte, 

WUhers—\4r 

Nays— Messrs. Alcorn, Allison, Anthony, 
Booth, Conlding, Dawes, Dorsey, Edmunds, 
Ferry of Michigan, Frelinghuysen, Hamilton, 
Hamlin, Harvey, Howe, Ingails, I.ogan, Mitchell, 
Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Vermont, Oglesby, 
Paddock, Robertson, Sargent, Sherman, Wad- 
Mr. Whyte moved to strike out the word 
"fail" in the ninth line of printed bill, and in- 
sert in lieu thereof the word " refuse," which 
was disagreed to — yeas 15, nays 26. The affirm- 
ative was the same as on last vole, with Mr. Key 
additional. The negative was the same also, 
except that Messrs. Bruce, Cragin and Hitch- 
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COCK were additional, and Messrs, Paddock and 
WADX*:tGH did not vote. 

Mr. Ckbistiancy moved to amend by striking 
out all after the word " any" in the first line of 
the second section down to the end of the third 
line, as follows; 

" Person or officer of the United States, or offi- 
cer of any State, or any person exercising power 
or authority imder the United States or any 
State." 

And in lieu of them to insert ; 

" Officer of the United States, or officer of any 
State, or any person exercising power or author- 
ity under the United States or any State, or pre- 
tending to be such ofilicet:, or assuming to exer- 
cise such authority." 

Which was disagreed lo — yeas l6, nays 26 : 

Yeas— Messrs. Ci^trtiin, Christiancy, Cock- 
reU, Eaton, Geldthwaite, jfaAnston, Kelly, Key, 
McCreery, Maxey, Memmott, Paddock, Ran- 
som, Thurman, Whyte, Wiiiers—l6. 

Nays — Messrs. Alcorn, Allison, Anthony, 
Booth, Bruce, Conkliog, CrMin, Dawes, Dor- 
sey, Edmunds, Ferry of Michigan, Frelioghny- 
sen, Hamilton, Hamlin, Harvey, Hitchcodi, 
Howe, Ingalls, Logan, Mitchell, Morrill of 
Maine, Morrill of Vermont, Oglesby, Robertson, 
Sargent, Sherman — 26. 

On agreeing 10 the third section of the bill, 
the yeas and nays were called, and were— yeas 
21, nays 16; 

Yeas — Messrs. Alcorn, Anthony, Bruce, Clay- 
ton, Conkling, Conover, Cragin, Dawes, Ed- 
munds, Ferry of Michigan, Freiinghuysen, Ham- 
ilton, Hitchcock, Howe, Ingalls, Morrill of Ver- 
mont, (^lesby. Paddock, Robertson, Sai^nt, 
Wadleigh— 21. 

Nays — Messrs. Bogy, Booth, Caperlon, Cock- 
rell, Eaton, Goldtkaiaitei Johnsto-a, Key, Mc- 
Creery, Maxey, Merrimon, Norwood, Jiansom, 
Thurman, Wkyte, Withers— \(>. 

The bill was then passed — yeas 25, nays 13 ; 

Yeas — Messrs. Alcorn, AUiaon, Anthony, 
Booth, Btuce, Clayton, Conkling, Conover. 
Cragin, Dawes, Edmunds, Ferry of Michigan, 
FreUnghuysen, Hamilton, Hitchcock, Howe, In- 
galls, Lf^an, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Ver- 
mont, Oglesby, Paddock, Robertson, Sai^ent, 
Wadleigh — 25. 

Nays — Messrs. Capertan, Cockrell, Eaton, 
Geldlkaaite, Johnston, Key, MeCreery, Maxey, 
Merrimou, Bansom, Thurman, Whyte, Withers 
—13. 

In HotrsE, 



Froposud Beppal of Act for Ites'^tration of 
Voters and Appointment of Supeirisors 
of Election. 

In House. 

1876, June 23 — Pending the Sundry Civil Ap- 
propriation bil!, a sepamte vote was had on the 
following provision in the bill, as reported by 
the Committee on Appropriations : 

Provided, Tiiat ail of ihe provisions of title 
26 of Jhe Revised Statutes of the United States 
in relation to the registration of voters and the 
^jpointment of supervisors of elections, and dep- 



uty and special deputy marshals, and touching 
the supervision of elections, are hereby repealed. 

Mr. Kasson moved to sbike it from the bill, 
which was disagreed to — yeas 57, nays 93 (not 
voting 140) ; 

Yeas— Messrs. C. H. Adams, J. H. Baker, 
Ballon, Banks, Blair, W. R. Brown, Cannon, 
Caswell, Conger, Cronnse, Davy, Denison, Dob- 
bins, Dunnell, Eames, Fort, Foster, Frost, Coodin, 
Hendee, Henderson, Hunter, Hurlbnt, Hyoian, 
Kasson, Kehr, KunbaU, Leavenworth, Lynch, 
McCrary, McDill, Miller, Norton, Oliver, O'Neill, 
Packer, Page, Pierce, Plajsted, A. Pottbr, 
Rainey, M.S. Robinson, Rusk, Sampson, Seelye, 
R. Smalls, Strait, Thornbargh, W. Townsend, 
Tufts, J. D. White, Whiting, Wilkrd, A. Wil- 
liams, W. B. Williams, J. Wilson, Woodbarn 

Nays — Messrs. Ainsworth, Anderson, At 
hins, Satining, Blackburn, Bland, Blount, 
Boone, Bradford, Bright, Buekner, Cabell, f. 
H.Caldwell, W. P. Caldwell, Candler, Ccatlfield, 
y.B. Clarki, y. B. Clark,jr., Cook, Cowan, Cul- 
berson, Culler, Joseph J. Dams, De Bolt, Di- 
brell, Durham, Ellis, Forney, Franklin, Fuller, 
Coode, Gunler, A. H. Hamilton, S. Hamilton, 
Hancock, C. H. Harrison, Hartridge, HartzeB, 
G. W. Meiaiit, Salman, Hooker, Hopkins, House, 
Hunton, Jenks, F. Jones, T. i. Jones, B. B. 
Leisis, Lord', Luttrell, Eynde, Maish, McFar- 
land, Meade, Metcalfe, MilHken, Mills, Neal, 
Payne, J. F. PhiHps, Handall, D. Sea, Reagan, 
J. SeiUy, A. V. Rict, Riddle, W. M. RoikHS, 
Sanage, SayUr, Scales, Schleicher, J. G. Sciu- 
maker, Sheakley, Singleton, W. M. Smith, 
Sparks, Springer, Stevenson, Tariox, Terry, 
P. F. Thomas, C. P. Thompson, Throckmorton, 
Tumey, R. B. Vance, C. C. B. Walker, Walling, 
Walsh, E. Wells, Wike, A. WUliams, J. k. 
Williams, Wilshire—^'i' 

In Senate. 

1876, June 30— The motion to strike the above 
from the bill was agreed to — yeas z6, nays 1 1 , 
as follow : 

Yeas — Messrs. Allison, Booth, Boutwell, 
Bruce, Cameron of Pennsylvania, Clayton, Conk- 
ling, Conover, Cragin, Dorsey, Edmunds, I^erry of 
Michigan, Freiinghuysen, Hamlin,, Harvey, 
Hitchcock, Howe, Ingalls, Logan, McMillan, 
Morrill of Vermont, Paddock, Sargent, Sherman, 
Wadleigh, West-— 26. 

Nays — Messrs. Bayard, Bogy, Caperton, 
Cockrell, Goldthwaite, Gordon, Key, MeCreery, 
Maxey, Randolph, Withers — 11. 

In Committee of Conference, the House con- 
ferees, under uistructions from a Democratic 
caucus, receded from the amendment, and the 
proviso was stricken out, 

CoMribntionB to Election Funds. 

r876, March 21 — Mr. Caulfibld, from the 
Committee on the Judiciary, reported back, with 
an amendment, the bill (H. R. 876) : 

Be it enacted, etc.. That from and after the 
passage of this act it shall not be lawful for any 
person or persons in the employment of the 
United States to demand from any other person 
so employed any money or other valuables to be 
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used as an ekction-fdnd or to defray the ex- 
penses of an election in any Stale, county, or 
national election in the United States. 

Sec 2. That it shall not be lawful for my 
ptrson or persons employed in the service of the 
United States, in any manner whalever, to con- 
tribute any money or other valuable thing to be 
used as an election-fund or to aid in the expenses 
of any election or canvass for an election in any 
State, counO', or district in the United States. 

Sec. 3. That any person violating the provisions 
of either of the preceding secdons shall, upon 
conviction, be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and shall be fined not exceeding Sl,ooo and im- 
prisoned not exceeding one year, at the discretion 
of the judge trying the cause. 

Sec. 4. That the judges of the district and ck- 
cuit courts shall give this act in charge to grand 

[The amendment reported by the committee 
was as follows; In secrion i, line 5, after the 
word " demand," insert the words " or solicit ;" 
so that it will read " it shall not be lawful for any 
person or persons in the employment of the 
United States to demand or solicit from any 
other person soemployed," &c.] 

Mr. J. Y. Brown, from the Committee on 
Reform in the Civil Service, moved an amend- 
ment in the nature of a substitute, as follows : 

That no officer or employ^ of the Government 
shall require or request, give to or receive from, 
any other officer or employ* of the same or other 
person, directly or indirectly, any money, pro- 
perty, or other thing of value, foe political pur- 
poses ; and any sach officer or employ* who shall 
offend against the provisions of the act shall at 
once be dismissed from the service of the United 
States, and also be deemed guilty of a high 
demeanor, and on conviction thereof fined 
less than five hundred nor more than three thous- 
and doUais, and imprisoned ncrt more thar 
year, at the discretion of the judge trying the 

Sec. 2. That the district courts of the United 
States shall have jurisdiction of the ofienses cre- 
ated by this act. 

Sec. 3. That the judges of the district and dr. 
cuit courts ^11 give this act hi charge to the 

Mr. G. F. Hoar moved to add the following 
words, at the end of the second section of the bill : 

Providtd, Nothing herem- shall be construed 
to prevent voluntary contributions for the purpose 
of circulating documents or procuring public ad- 
dresses for the purpose of giving information on 
questions of public interest. 

Mr. GOODE offered the following amendment : 

After section 3 in the bill, and after section I 
in the substitute, add the following : 

Sec 2. That if any person, with a view to the 
election to or obtaining votes for the office of 
President, Vice-President, or the post of Senator, 
Representative, or Delegate in the Congress of 
the United States, or to the appointment to any 
office or post of honor or emolument under the 
Government of the United States, of himself or 
any other person, shall use force or duress, by 
menace or violence to life, limb, property, or lib- 
erty, or ^all commit bribery, or use money, pro- 
perty, or other thing of value to influence any 
elector, voter, officer, or other person in or in re- 



spect to any election or appointment to aiiy*such 
office or post, he shall, upon conviction thereof, 
be lined not less than ^500 nor more than ;f 3,000, 
be imprisoned not more than one year, at the 
discretion of the judge trying the case. 

of other amendments was given, as 
follow ; 

By Mr. Reagan — 

Amend section i of the substitute by striking 

it of the first line of said seclion the words " of 
the Government," and by inserting in ..ti there- 
of the following : 

Or other person, intending thereby to corruptly 
influence the election of any Senator or Repre- 
sentative in Congress or the election or appoint- 
ment of any other officer of the United States. 

By Mr. G. W. Hewitt— 

Suction i. That it shall be unlawful tor any 
person to solicit of any officer or employ* of the 
Government of the United States any contribution 
of money or other thing of value with intent to 
aid in securing the election of any person to any 
State or Federal office whatever. 

Sec. 2. That from and alter the passage of this 
act it shall be unlawful for any officer of the 
United States, postmaster, clerk, or employ* of 
the same to give, directly or indirectly, any money 
or thing of value to any poUtica! oreaniiation or 
person with intent to assist or forward the interest 
of any political party or the election of any parti- 
cular person or persons to any office. State or 
Federal. 

Sec. 3. That any person violating the provi- 
sions of the foregoing sections of this act shall ba 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and, apon conviction 
before a court of competent jurisdiction, shall be 
lined not less than jll,ooo and imprisoned for a 
period not less than six months, and shall be re- 
moved from office upon such conviction being 
certified by the clerk of the court before whii^ 
such conviction was had to the appointing power, 

March 22— Mr. Blaine moved the following 
amendment to the text of the original bill, and a 
similar amendment to the text of the substitute ; 

Amend section 2, line 2, by inserting after the 
words " United States" the following words : 

Or any Senator, Representative, or Delegate in 

And at the close of section add : 

And the contribution of money or other valuable 
thing as herein prohibited by any Senator or 
Representative or Delegate in Congress, while 
he was a candidate for such position, shall subject 
the offender to the penalties herein prescribed. 

Mr. Washington Townsend moved to add 
this proviso to the first section of the bill, and the 
substitute : 

From and after the passage of this act It shall 
not be lawful for any person or persons in the 
employment of the United States to demand from 
any other person so employed any money or other 
valuables to be used as an election-fund or to de- 
fray the expenses of an election in any Stale, 
county, or national election in the United States, 

Mr. Reagan gave notice of an amendment to 
insert the following in lieu of section t of the 
sabstitnte offered ^ the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Brown] ! 

That from and after the passage of this act it 
shall be unlawful for any officer of the United 
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States, postmaster, clerk, employe, Senator or 
Representative in Congress, or other person, to 
give, directly or indirectly, any money or any 
thing of value to any person or persons, or politi- 
cal party, or other organization or association, for 
the purpose or with the intent to assist or forward 
the interests of any person ot persons, or political 
organization or party, in any election for any ofii- 
cer of the United States. And it shall be unlaw- 
ful (or any officer of the United States, postmaster, 
deik, or employs. Senator or Repteseiktative in 
Congress, or other person or persons, to soiidt, 
ask, receive, or accept any gift or donation of any 
money or other valuable thing for the purpose or 
with file intent that the same shall be used to as- 
sist in or influence the election of any officer of 
the United States. And such officer, postmaster, 
clerk. Senator or Representative in Ojngress, or 
other person shall, on conviction of a violation of 
this act, by any court of the United States having 
jurisdiction of such offense, be fined in any sum 
not exceeding S500, and shall be imprisoned for 
any lime not exceeding six months. And any 
such officer of the United States, postmaster, 
clerk, employ^, or Senator or Representative in 
Congress, shall, on conviction of a violation of 
the provisions of this act, be dismissed from such 
office or position of postmaster, clerk, employ^, 
or Senator or Representative in Congress. 

The amendment to the bill, reported by the 
Committee on the Judiciary, was then agreed 
to. 



The 



The 



imendment offered by Mr. W. To' 
agreed to. 

amendment offered I)y Mr. Bl.AINE was 
agreed to— yeas 129, nays 87, (not voting 72,) as 
follow: 

Yeas — Messrs. Anrehson, G. A. Eagley, y. 
H. Baghy, jr., J. H. Baker, W. H. Baker, 
Ballon, Sanks, Bamata, Bass, Betbs, Blaine, 
Blair,Bradiey, H. C. Eurchard, CasweU, Chitten- 
den, Clymer, Conger, Cox, Crapo, Crounse, CiU- 
Ur, Denison, Dunnell, Durham, Eames, EUtt, 
Ely, Evans, Farwell, Faulkner, Fort, Foster, 
Frost, Frye, FiUUr, Garfield. GoBdin, E. Hale, 
A. H. Hamilton, R. Hamillon, Hatdeniergh, 
Hartzell, Hathorn, Hayiruntd, Hendee, Hen- 
derson, G. F. Hoar, Holman, Hopkins, Hub- 
bell, Hunter, Harlbut, Hyman, Joyce, Kehr, 
Kelley, KimbaU, G. M. Landers, Leavenworth, 
Lynch, Magoon, McCrary, J. W. McDill, Mon- 
roe, Morey, Morgan, Na^, Nial, New, Norton, 
QBritn, Oliver, O'Neill, Packer, Page, Payni, 
y. Phelps, W. A. Phillips, Kerce, Piper, Plais- 
ted, A. Potter, Pratt, D. Rea, y. Reilly, y. B. 
RHlly, Riddle, M. S. Robinson, S. Ross, Rusk, 
Sampson, Savi^e, Seelye, Sinnickson, R. Smalls, 

A. H. Smith, Springer, Strait, Stevenson, Stone, 
Stowell, Tarbox, Teese, Tkomburgk, M. I. 
Tovmsend, W. Townsend, Tufts, Tumey, Van 
Vorlies, C. C. B. Walker, A. S, Wallace, T. W- 
Wallace, Wabk, G. W. Wells, Wheeler, J. D. 
White, Whidng, G. Willard, A.Williams, A. S. 
WiOiams, C. G. Williams, J. D. WiUiams, W. 

B. Williams, WilsAire, J. WUson, A. Wood, jr., 
Woodbum, Wood worth — 129. 

Nays — Messrs, Aimworih, Ashe, Altins, 
Bagby, Blackburn, Bliss, Blount, Boone, Brad- 
ford, Bright, y. Y. Brown, Cabell, y. H. Cald- 
well, W. P. CaldiaeU, Gate, Caulpld, y. B. 



Clarke, y.B. Clark, jr.. Cook, Cowan, Culberson, 
yoseph y. Davis, De Bolt, Dibrell, Douglas, 
Eden, Felton, Forney, Franklin, Glover, Goode, 
Hunter, Hancock, H. S. Harris, y T. Harris, 

C. H. Harrison, Hartridge, Hereford, A. S. 
Hewitt, G. W. Hewitt, Hill, Hooker, House, 
Himton, Hurd, yeaks, T. L. yones, B. B. 
Lewis, Luttrell, Lynde, McFarland, Metcalfe, 
Mirnien. Morrison, Mutchler, E. Y, Parsims, 
y. F. Philips, Po^leton, Reagan, A. V. Rice, 
y. jRobitns, W, M. Sobbins, C. B, Roberts, M. 
Ross, M.Sayler, Scales, Singleton, Siemens, tV. 
E. Smith, Southard, Sparks, Terry, C. P. 
Thompon, Tkrockmorten, Tucker, J. L. Vance, 
R. B. Vance, iVaddeU, G. C. Walker, Warren. 
£. Wells, Whitehouse, Whitthome, Wike, y. 
Williams, y. N. miliams, Yeates—Sj. 

The amendment offered by Mr. G. F. Hoar 
was dis^reed to— yeas 93, nays I19 (not voting 
77), as follow : 

Yeas— Messrs, G. A. Bagley, J, H. Baker, W. 
H. Baker, Ballou, Bass, Blackburn, Blaine, Blair, 
Bradley, H, C, Barchard, W. P. Caldwell, Can- 
non, CisweU, Conger, Crapo, Crounse, Denison, 
Dunnell, Eames, Evans, Farwell, Fort, Foster, 
Fiost, Frye, (JiWi'w, E.Hale, Hathorn,.floyffii>Brf, 
Hays, Hendee, Henderson, G. F. Hoar, Hubbell, 
Hnnter, Hurd, Hurlbut, Hyman, Joyce, Kehr, 
Kelley, Kimball, Leavenworth, Lynch, Magoon, 
McCmry, J. W. McDill, Monroe, Morey, Nash, 
New, Norton, Oliver, O'Neill, Packer, Page, 
y. Phelps, y. F. Philips, W, A, PhUlips, Merce, 
Plaisted, Pratt, y. B. Reilly, M, S, Robinson, 
S. Ross, Rusk, Sampson, Seelye, Sinnickson, 
R. Smalls, A. H. Smith, W. E. Smith, Strait, 
Stowell, Thomburgh, M, I. Townsend, W. Town- 
send, Tufts, Van Vorbes, A, S, Wallace, J. W. 
Wallace, G. W. Wells, Wheeler, J. D. White, 
Whiting, A, Williams, C, G. Williams, y. D. 
Williams, W. B. WiUiajus, J, Wilson, A. Wood, 
jr,, Woodbutn, Woodworth — 93. 

Nays — Messrs, Ainsworth, Andekson, Ashe, 
Atkins, Bagby, BANKS, Bamum, Beebe, Blount, 
Boone, Bradford, Bright, J. Y. Brovm, Cabell, 
Campbell, Cate, Chittenden, y. B. Clarke, y. B. 
Clark, jr., Clymer, Cook, Cowan, Culberson, 
Cutler, yoseph y. Dams, DeBolt, Dibrell, Dou- 
glas, Durand, Durham, Eden, Ellis, Ely, 
Faulkner, Felton, Forney, Franilin, Fitller, 
Glover, Coode, Gunter, A. H. HataUion, R. 
Hamilton, Hancock, Hardenbergh, H. R. Harris, 
y. T. Harris, C. H. Harrison, Hartridge, Hart- 
sell, A. S. Hewitt, G. W. Hewitt, Hill, Holman, 
Hooker, Hopkins, House, Hunton, yenks, T. L. 
yones, F.' Landers, G. M. Landers, B. B. Lewis, 
Lultrell, McMahon, Metcalfe, Milliken, Money, 
Morgan, Morrison, Mutchler, Neal, O'Brien, E. 
y. Parsons, Payne, Piper, Poppleton, A. PoTTER, 

D. Rea, Reagan, 7. Reilly, A. V. Rice, Riddle, y. 
Bobbins, W. M. Robbins, C. B. Roberts, M. Ross, 
Savage, M. Sayler, Scales, SlemoiK, Southard, 
Sparks, Springer, Stone, Tarbox, Teese, Terry, 
C. P. Thompson, P. F. Thomas, Throckmorton, 
Tucker, Tumey, y. L. Vance, R. B. Vance, 
Waddca, G. C. Walker, Walsh, Warren, E. 
Wells, Whitehouse, Wike, G. Willard, A. S. Wil- 
liams, y. Williams, y. N. Williams, Willis, 
Yeates — 1 19. 

The amendment to the bill offered by Mr, 
GooDE was then agreed to. 
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Mr. W. Towhsehd's amendment to section 
one of the substitute was then disagreed to. 

The amendment to the substitute offered, by 
Mr. Blaine: 

Add to the first section the Following: 

And the contribution of any money or valaable 
thing, as herein prohibited, by any Senator, Rep- 
resentative, m Delegate in Congress, while he 
was a candidate for such position, shall be 
deemed a misdemeanor, and the offender on con- 
viction shall be fined not less than S500 nor more 
than 83,000, and imprisoned not more than one 
year, at the discretion of the judge trying the 

Was then disagreed to — yeas 103, nays 108 
(not voting 79), as follow: 

Veas — Messrs. G. A. Bagley, J. H. Baker, 
W. H, Baker, Ballou, BANKS, Bass, Blune, Blair, 
Bradley, H. C. Burchard, Cannon, Caswell, Chit- 
tenden, Ciyntf, Conger, Crapo, Denison, Bun- 
nell, Durham, Eames, Evans, Farwell, Fort, 
Foster, Frost, Ftye, Garfield, E. Hale, A. H. 
HamUtoH, R. Hamilton, Hathorn, Haymottd, 
Hays, Hendee, Henderson, G. F. Hoar, Hslman, 
Hubbell, Hunter, Htirlbut, Hyman, Joyce, Kthr, 
Kelley, Kimbalt, Leavenwoidi, Lynch, Magoon, 
McCraiy, J. W. McDill, Monroe, Morey, Mor- 
ean, Nash, Neal, New, Norton, O'Brien, Oliver, 
O'NeQl, Packer, Page, y. Pkelp, W. A. Phil- 
lips, Kerce, Plaisted, A, Potter, Pratt, Riddle, 
M. S. Robinson, S. Ross, Rusk,Sampson, Savagi, 
Seelye, Sinnickson, R. Smalls, A. H, Smith, 
Strait, Stevenson, Stone, Stowell, Teese, Thorn- 
burgh, M. I. Townaend, W. Townsend, Tufts, 
Van Vothes, A. S. Wallace, J. W. Wallace, G. 
W. WelU, Wheeler, J. D. White, Whiting, G. 
Willard, A. WilUams, C. G. Williams, 7. D. 
WiUiams, W. B. Williams, J. Wilson, A. Wood, 
jr.. Wood worth — 102. 

Nays — Messrs. AimwoHh, Anderson, Ashe, 
Atkins, Bagiy, J. H. Bagley, jr.. Banning; 
Bamum, Beebe, Blackbatn, Bliss, Blount, 
Boone, Bradford, Bright, % Y. Broom, Cabill, 
y. H. Caldwell, W. P. Caldwell, Cole, Coalfield, 
y.B. Clarke, y. B. aark,Jr.. Cook, Cox, Culber- 
ton. Cutler, Joseph y. Davis, DeBoU, DibreU, 
Douglas, Daraad, Eden, Ellis, Ely, Felton, 
Forney, Franklin, Glover, Geode, Geodin, Gua- 
ter, Haneoek, H. R. Harris, y. T. Harris, C. H. 
Harrison, Hartridge, HariteU, Henkle, Hereford, 
A. S. Hewitt, G. W. Hewitt, Hill, Hooker, 
House, Htmtofi, Hard, yenks, T. L. Jones, G. 
M, Landers, Luitrell, Lynde, McMakon, Met- 
calfe, MUliken, Mmey, Morrison, Mutehler, E. 
¥. Parsons, Payne, 7. F. PkUips, Po^Uton, D. 
Rea, Reagan, J. Retlly, % B. Reilly, A. V. Rice, 
y. RpSSins, m M. Robbins, C. B. Roberts, M. 
Ross, M. Sayler, Scales, Schleicher, Singleton, 
Slemons, W. E. Smith, Southard, Sparks, 
Springer, TarboX, Terry, C. P. Thompson, P. F. 
Thomas, Throckmorton, TUcier, Tamey, y. L. 
Vance, R. B. Vance, WaddeU, G. C. Walker, 
E. Welh, WhUehoase, Wike, y. WiUiams, J. 
N. WiUiams, WiUis, Kai«— loS, 

The amendment offered by Mr. G. F. Hoar 
to the substitute was then disagreed to. 

The motion of Mr. Goode to amend the sub- 
stitute offered by Mr. J. Y. Brown, by inserting 
ss section two of the substitute, the following ; 
That if any person, with a view to the election 



for the offtce of President, 
Vice-President, or the post of Senator, Repre- 



Delegate 11 
United States, 01 to the appointment to any office 

;nt of the United States of himself or any other 
person, shall use force or duress, by menace or 
violence to life, limb, property, or liberty, or 
shall commit bribery, or use money, property, or 
thing of value to influence any elector, 
voter, officer, or other person, in or in respect to 
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■t the dis- 



of the judge trying the ci 

Was then agreed to— yeas 2ii, nays 3 (Messrs. 
Bradford, Lynde and Walsh'], not voting 75. 

Mr. AiNswoRTH moved to fable the bill ; 
which was disagreed to. 

Mr. Rbagan^s motion to amend was then disa- 
greed to — on a count, ayes 35, noes not counted. 

The substitute offered by Mr. J. Y, Brown, as 
amended by the adoption of the amendment 
offered by Mr. GooDE, was then agreed to, and 
the bill passed — yeas 175, nays 8 : Messrs. .^iwi- 
■aiorth, W. P. Caldwell, Hancock, Hyman, Mo- 
Crary, C, B. Roberts, Slemons, Wigginton. 

The title was amended so as to read as fol- 
lows ! '' A bill to prevent the solicitation, contri- 
bution, or acceptance by any officer or employ^ 
of the Government, of money, property, or other 
thing of value for political purposes, and for other 
purposes." 

In Senate. 

No action was taken. 

Bepealin^ Homestead Law as to Certain 

States. 
In Senate. 
1876, February 15— This bill ( S. 2) passed; 
A Bill to repeat section two thousand three hun- 
dred and ihtee of the Revised Statutes of the 
United States, making restrictions in the dispo- 
sition of the public lands in the States of Ala- 
bama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas and 
Fkirida, and for oier purposes. 
Be it enacted, etc., TTiat section 2303 of the 
Revised Statutes of the Uruted States, confining 
the disposal of the public lands in the States of 
Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas and 
Florida to the provisions of the homestead law, 
be, and the same is hereby, repealed : Provided, 
liiat the repeal of said, section shall not have the 
effect to impair the right, complete or inchoate, 
of any homestead settler, and no land occupied 
by such settler at the time this act shall take 
effect shall be subject to entry, pre-emption or 
sale: And provided. That the public lands af- 
fected by this act shall be offered at public sale, 
as soon as practicable, from time to time, and ac- 
cording to the provisions of existing law, and 
shall not be subject to private entry until they are 

Yeas 41, nays 17, as follow : 

Yeas — Messrs. Alcom, Bayard, Bogy, Booth, 
Caperton, Clayton, Cockrell, Cooper, Davis, Den- 
nis, Dorsey, English, Ferry, Goldthwaite, Har- 
vey, Hitchcock, Howe, yokfiston, yones of 
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Florida, KeUy, Kemaa, Key, McCreery, Mc- 
Donald, McMillan, Maxey, Mertimen, Morton, 
Nofwood, Paddock, Ransom, Robertson, Sauls- 
htiry, Sherman, Spencer, SleveHsou, Wadleigh, 
Wallace, West, Whyte, Windom— 41. 

Nays — Messrs, Allison, Anthony, Boutwell, 
Cameron of Pennsylvania, Cameron of Wiscon- 
sin, Christismcy, Dawes, Frelinghuysen, Hamil- 
ton, Hamlin, Ingalls, Jones of Nevada, Morrill 
of Maine, Monill of Vermont, C^lesby, Sargent, 
Wright— 17. 

In House. 

1876, June 7 — It was passed finally — yeas 108, 
irays 97 (not voting 83), as follow ; 

Veas — Messrs. Atktns, Bagby, J. M. Sagley, 
jr., Beibe, S. N. Bell, Blackhum, Bla^id, Boone, 
Bradford, J. Y. Broom, Bucktter, S. I>. Burch- 
ard, Cabell, J. H. Caldwell, W. P. Caldwell, 



Davis, De Ball, Dibrell, Douglas, Eden, Egbert, 
Felton, fialey, Ferney, Franklin, Game, Goode, 
GtiHler, A. M. Hamilton, R. Hamilton, Har- 
denbergh, C. H. Harrison, Hartridqe, A. S. 
Hewitt, G. W. Hewitt, Hill, Hc^e, Hooker, 
Hophim, Housl. Hurd, ^enii, T. L. >»«, 
Lamar, G. M. Landers, Levy, B. B. Lewis, 
Lord, McFarland, Meade, Metcalfe, Milliken, 
Mills, Money, Morgan, O'Brien, Odell, E. V. 
Parsons, J. Phelps, J. F. Philips, D. Rea, 
Reagan, J. Eeilly, Riddle, y. Robbins, C. 3. 
Roberts, M. Ross, Scales, Schleicher, y. G. 
Schumaker, Shtakley, Singleton, Slemom, W. 
E. Smith, Southard, Sparks, Springer, Stenger, 
Stone, Smann, Teese, Terry, P. F. Thomas, C. 
P. Thompson, Throckmorton, Tucker, R. B. 
Vance, C. C. B. Walker, G. C. Walker, Wall- 
ing, Walsh, E. Wells, Whitthome, Wiki, y. 
Williams, y. D. WiUiams, y. N. Williams, 
Willis, F. Wood, Yeates—iot. 

Nays — Messrs. C, H. Adams, Ain^worth, An- 
DBRSON, G. A. Bagley, W, H. Baker, Ballon, 
Blair, Bradlqr, W. R. Brown, H. C, Burchard, 
Burleigh, CAMPBELL, Cannon, Cason, Caswell, 
Chittenden, Clymer, Collins, Crapo, Crounse, Cut- 
ler, Danford, Davy, Denison, Dobbins, Dunnell, 
Durand, Eames, Evans, Foster, Garfield, Goodin, 
E. Hale, B. W. Harris, Hartiell, Hathorn, Hay- 
mond, Hendee, Henderson, G. F. Hoar, Holman, 
Hunter, Hurlbut, Joyce, Kasson, Kelley, Ketch- 
nm, Kimball, F. Landers, Lapham, Leaven- 
Worth, Le Moyne, Lynch, E. W. M, Maokey, 
L. A. M»ck^, McCrary, J. W. McDill, Miller, 
Monroe, Nash, Neal, Norton, Oliver, O'Neill, 
Packer, Page, Pierce, Piper, T. C. Piatt, A. Pot- 
ter, Pratt, Rainey, Randall, M. S. Robinson, 
Sampson, Savage, Seelye, Sinnickson, R. Smalls, 
A. H. Smith, Strait, Tarbox, Thomburgh, W. 
Townsend, Van Vorhes, Waldron, A. S. Wal- 
lace, J. W. Wallace, G. W. Wells, Whilehouse, 
Whiting, G. Willard, A. Williams, C. G. Wil- 
liams, J. Wilson, A. Wood, C. Yotcng—g-j. 

Bill Fixing the Salary «f the President 

rf the United States. 

In Senate. 

i8j6, February z8 — Mr. Wright, from the 

Committee on Civil Service ajid Retrenchment, 

reported the bill as follows : 



it enacted, etc.. That from and after the 
fourth day of March, eighteen hundred and sev- 
enty-seven, the salary of the President of the 
United States shall be twenty-five thousand dol- 
lars per annum ; and that all acts and parts of 
acts mconsistent herewith be, and the same are 
hereby, repealed. 

March 15— The SENATE passed the bill — yeas 
2fr, nays 20, .as follow : 

Yeas —Messrs. Allison, Bogy, ' Christiancy, 
Qayton, Cockrell, Conltling, Dawes, Feny, 
Goldthiaaite, Hamilton, Harvey, Hitchcock, 
Keman, Key, Logan, McCreery, McDonald, 
Maxey, Monill of Vermont, Morton, Patterson, 
Stevenson, Tkurmcm, Wallace, Whyte, Wright 

"26. 
Nays — Messrs, Bayard, Boutwell, Cooper, 
Davis, Dorsey, Frelinghuysen, Hamlin, Howe, 
Ingatls, yones of Florida, Jones of Nevada, Mc- 
Millan, Mitchell, Paddock, Robertson, Sargent, 
Sharon, Spencer, Windom, Withers- — 20. 

-"76, April 3— The motion to reconsider the 
oassing the bill, was disagreed lo — yeas 24, 
nays 31 : 

Yeas — Messrs. Anthony, Bayard, Booth, 
Boutwell, Cameron of Pennsylvania, Christiancy, 
Cooper, Cragin, Dorsey, Edmunds, Frelinghuy- 
sen, Hamlin, Ingalls, yones of Florida, Jones of 
Nevada, McMillan, Mitchell, Morrill of Maine, 
Paddock, Sargent, Sharon, Spencer, Wadleigh, 
Windom— 24. j 

Nays — Messrs. Bogy, Bruce, Caperton, Clay- 
ton, Cockrell, Davis, Dawes, Ferry, Goldthiaaite, 
Gordon, Hamilton, Harvey, Kelly, Keman, Key, 
Lt^an, McCreery, McDonald, Maxey, Merrimon, 
Morrill of Vermont, Morton, Norwood, Oglesby, 
Sherman, Stevenson, Thurman, Wallace, Whyte, 
Wil&ers, Wright— .31. 

In House. 
April 6— Mr, Holman reported the bill from 
the Committee on Appropriations; and it passed 
without a division. 

[For President's Grant's objections to the bill, 
see page 148,] 

May 25 — Mr. Wright, from the Committee, 
reported back the bill, and recommended its pas- 
sage, notwithstanding the objections of the Presi- 
dent. But no vote was reached. 
In Senatbu 
Jnne 3— Pending the Legislative Appropria- 
tion bill (the House having appropriated for the 
salary of the PRESIDENT at the rate of 850,000 
up to, March 4, 1877, and $25,000 after that date, 
and provided that after March 4, 1877, "the sal- 
ary of the President of the United States shall be 
$z5,0t» per annum") — 

The Committee on Appropriation of the SEN- 
ATE reported an amendment striking out tht 
above and inserting the words " in eompensatio 1 
of the President of the United States, 850,000." 
On agreeing to the amaidment, the yeas were 
31, and the nays 11, as follow; 

Yeas — Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Bayard, 
Booth, Boutwell, Christiancy, Clayton, Cooper, 
Cragin, Davis, Edmunds, Frelinghuysen, Ham- 
lin, Howe, ydhnston, Logan, McMillan, Mitch- 
ell, Morrill of Maine, Monill of Vermont, Mor- 
ton, Normaod, Paddock, Patterson, Ransom, 
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Robertson, Sargent, Sherman, Spencer, 'Win- 
dom, fvm«-s—3u 

Nays — Messrs, Bogy, Cockrell, Eaton, Gold- 
th-waite, Hitchcock, Kdly, Key, McCreery, 
Maxey, Stevenson, Tkurtiian-^\\. 

CItH Seirice Appoinfmeufs* 

In Senate. 

1876, June 5 — Pending the Legislative Appro- 
priation bill, 

Mr. Clayton ff d f m th & mm tt e on 
avil Service, th f 11 ng am nda to be 

added to section 3 

That the app tm t n all ih E utive 
Departments of tl Go emment hall b o.ac- 
tanged as to b q ally d st b t d b tw n the 
several States f th Un t d States T rr t ries, 
and (he Distri t f C lumb a d ng t popu- 
lation ; and the principle of equal distribution of 
appointments aa above provided for shall apply 
in making reductions of force in said Depart- 

Mr. Edmunds moved to amend the amend- 
ment by adding to it the words : 

And ail such appointments shall be made upon 
a careful and impartial examination of the candi- 
date therefor by a board composed of not less 
than five persons, to be appointed by the Presi- 
dent, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate ; and the most capable and worthy of the 
competitors so examined shall be selected for 
such appointments. 

Mr. Morrill of Maine moved lo lay on the 
table the amendment offered by Mr. Clayton ; 
which was disagreed to — yeas 13, nays 22. 

June 7 — The amendment of Mr, Edmunds 
was rejected — yeas 1 1, nays 28 ; 

Yeas — Messrs, Allison, Anthony, Christiancy, 
Conkliiig, Cragin, Edmunds, Ferry of Michigan, 
Hamlin, KsUy, Morrill of Vermont, Wadleigh — 



Ion, Clayton, Ceoper, Dennis, Eaton, Hamil . 
Howe, Jehttslon, yones of Florida, Jones of Ne- 
vada, Key, McCrtery, Maxey, Merrimon, Mitch- 
ell, Morrill of Maine, Norwood, Paddock, Rob- 
ratson, Saidsbury, Sherman, ^evenson, Wkyte, 
Windoro, Wright— 28. 

Mr. ChristiahcY moved to amend the amend- 
ment o( Mr. Clayton, by adding to it these 

Provided, That the District of Columbia shall 
be entitled 1:0 three times the number of appoint- 
ments to which it would be entitled on the basis 
of population. 

Which was rejected. 

Mr. Edmunds moved to add the follovring 
proviso to the amendment : 

Provided, That the foregoing provision shall 
be subject to the provisions of section 1754 of the 
Revised Statutes of the United States. 

[That section is as follows : Persons honora- 
bly discharged from the military or naval servi 
by reason of disability resulting from wounds 
sickness incurred in the line of duty shall be pre- 
ferred for appointments to civil offices, provided 
they are found to possess Ihe business capacity 
necessary for the proper discharge of the duties 
of such offices.] 

Which was agreed to — yeas 37, nays 3 : 



Yeas — Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Bamuit!, 
Bogy, Bruce, Bumside, Caperlon, Christiancy, 
Clayton, Cockrell, Conkling, Cooper, Cragin, Ed- 
munds, Ferry of Michigan, Hamilton, Hamlin, 
Hitchcock, Howe, Ingalls, Jones of Florida, 
7 of Nevada, Kelly, Key, Maxey, Mitchell, 
Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Vermont, Paddock, 
Robertson, Sherman, Stevenson, Wadleigh, 
SVhyte, Windom, Withers, Wright— 37. 

Nays-— Messrs, McCreery, Merrimon, Sauls- 
iury—^. 

The amendment offered by Mr. Clayton, as 
nended, was then rejected — yeas 22, nays 23 : 
Yeas— Messrs. Allison, Barnum, Bogy, Bruce, 
Caferton, Qayton, Cockrell, Dorsey, Ferry of 
Michigan, Gordon, Hitchcock, Ingalls, Jones of 
Nevada, Kelly, Key, McCreery, Maxey Mit- 
chell, Paddock, Robertson, Stevenson, Wright 

Nays — Messrs, Anthony, Booth, Cameron of 
Pennsylvania, Christiancy, Conkling, Cooper, 
Dennis, Eaten, Edmunds, Goldlhwaile, Uamil- 
in, Hamlin, Howe, Johnston, Merrimon, Mor- 
rill of Maine, Morrifl of Vermont, Norwood, Sar- 
gent, Sankbury, Sherman, Windom, Witkers 

■n- 

Mr. Clayton then moved the following, to 
me in at the end of the third section 1 
Provided, That, in making any reduction of 
force in any of the Executive Departments, the 
head of sudi Department shall retain those per- 
who may be qualified who have been honor- 
ably discharged from the military or nava! ser- 
of the United States, and the widows and 
orphans of deceased soldiers and sailors. 
Which was agreed to — yeas 43, nays O i 
Yras — Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Bamum, 
Bogy, Booth, Bruce, Cameron of Pennsylvania, 
Caperlon, Christiancy, Oayton, Cockrell, Conk- 
ling, Cooper, Dennis, Doi^ey, Edmunds, Ferry of 
Michigan, Gotdthmaite, Hamilton, Hamlin, Hitch- 
cock, Howe, Ingalls, Jones of Nevada, Kelly, 
Key, McCreery, Maxey, Merrimon, Mitchell, 
Morrill of Vermont, Mqrton, Ner-urood, Paddock, 
Ransom, Robertson, Sai^ent, Sherman, Stevenson, 
Wkyte, Windom, Witkers, Wright— 43. 
Nays — 0, 

At a later stage in the progress of the bill, Mr, 
Clayton renewed his amendment first offered, 

Mr. Edmunds renewed his amendment. 

On motion of Mr. Morrill of Maine, the 
amendment was laid on the table — yeas 21, nays 
18: 

Yeas — Messrs. Anthony, Booth Ch t cy 
Cragin, Eaton, FJimunds, Gordo H It 
Hamlin, Johnston, Jonea' of Nevad M mil f 
Maine, Morrill of Vermont, None rf 6 g t 
Sanlsbttry, Sherman, Stevenson, WAj ( W 1 m 
Witkers— 21. 

Nays— Messrs, Allison, Camero f P n yl 
vania, Clayton, Cockrell, Cooper, Dor= y i ny 
ofShganGi^AMj Hh kigll 
Kelly M C y Maxe} M rr m n P ddock 
Wes Wngh— 8 

[F pviua tinnClSetv 
McPh on Hand Book of P 1 tics for 1874, 
PP- 3 9 S S 9 43 and 221 ; and 
HanJBook fPl f 872 pp. zi, 27, 40, 
42, 64 65 — 69 ] 
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On admitting New Mexico as a State. 
In Senate. 

1876, March 10— The bill passed finally— 
yeas 35, nays 15 ; 

Ykas — Messrs. Bngy, Booth, Britce, Came- 
ron of Wisconan, Christiancy, Conover, Cooper, 
Davis, Dennis, Dorsey, Ferry, Goldtkaiaile, 
Hamilton, Hamlin, Harvey, Hitchcock, Howe, 
Ingalls, JcHies of Nevada, Kelley, Kiman, Lo- 
gan, McMillan, Maxey, Mitchell, Paddock, 
Sonsom, Robertson, Sai^nt, Sharon, Sberman, 
West, Windora, Withers, Wright— 35. 

Nays — Messrs. Allison, Bayard, Eaten, Ed- 
munds, Frelinghuysen, Key, McCreery, McDon- 
ald, Morrill of Vermont, Norwood, Randolph, 
Saidsbury, Stevenson, Wallace — 1$. 

In House. 

No vote was reached. 

[For votes on this subject, in Forty-third Con 
gress, 3ee McPherson's Hand-Book of Politics 
rorl874,p. 220.] 

E«lativo to tb« Paeiflc Railroad Com- 
panies. 

In House. 

1876, July 7— The bill fH. R. 3672), reported 
from the Committee on me Judiciary, by Hon. 
W. Lawrence, was brought to a vote, and was 
passed — yeas 159, nays 9 (not voting 121), as 
follow ! 

Yeas-— Messrs. Ainsiuorth, Anderson, Ashe, 
Atkins, J. H, Baglsy, jr., J. H. Baker, Ban- 
ning, S. N. Bell, Blaekbum, Blount, Boone, 
Bradford, Bradley, Bright, Buckntr, H- C, 
Burchard, S. D. Burehard, Burleigh, Cabell, y. 
H. CaldTiieli, W. P. Caldwell, CAMPBELL, Cand- 
ler, Cannon. Ca-uJfield, J. B. Uarke, J. B. 
Clark, jr., Cfymer, Cochrane, Conger, Cook, Cox, 
Crounse, Culderson, Cutler, yosepk jf. i)avis, 
Davy, IHbrell, Dobbins, Douglas, Bunnell, Du- 
rand, Eames, Egbert, ElUs, Evans, Felton, /t»- 
ley, Forney, Fort. Goode, Goodin, Hancock, 
Hardenbergh, H. R. Harris, J. T. Harris, C. 
H. Harrison, Hartsxll, Hatcher, Haymond, Hen- 
dee, Hereford, Holman, Hookir, Hopkins, 
Home, Hunter, Huaton, T. L. jfones, Kelley, 
Ketcbura, F. Landers, W. Lawrence, Leaven- 
worth, Levy, B. B. Lewis, Lnltrell, L. A. 



gan, Morrison, Mutchler, New, Norton, Oliver, 
O'Neill, Packet, Page, Payne, y. F. FMHps, 
Fiper, PMsted, Poppleton, A. Pottek. Paaell, 
Randall, D. Eea, Reagan, 7. ReiUy, J. B. 
ReUly, A. V. Rice, Riddle, J. Bobbins, (f. M. 
Robbins, M. S, Robinson, M. Ross, S. Ross, 
Rusk, Sampson, Scales, Schleicher, Singleton, 
Sinnickson, Siemens, R. Smalls, A. H. Smith, 
Southard, Sparks, Spencer, ^ringer. Strait, 
Stevenson, Stone, Tarbox, Terry, C. P. Thomp- 
son, Thomburgh, M. L.Townsend,W. Townsend, 
liic&er, Tufls, Tumiy, Van Vothes, y. L. 
Vance, R. B. Vance, G. C. Walker, A. S. Wal- 
lace, Walling, Walsh, fVarrcn, E. Wells, J. D. 
White, Whiting, Wike, G. Willard, J. WUHams, 
y. D. Williams, y. M. Williams, W. B. Wil- 
hams, 5, m7iD«, J. Wilson, Fmto— 159. 



Nays — Messrs- Bagiy, B. W. Harris, Hiird, 
Lamar, Le Moyne, MacDoagall, Meads, Pierce, 
G. W. Wells— 9. 

The principal section of the bill is the fourth, 
which is as follows : 

Sec. 4. That it shall be the duty of the several 
railroad companies to which bonds were issued 
under any of the several acts of which this act is 
amendatoiy, to provide a sinking fund for the 
payment, according to law, of the interest and 
principal of such bonds, and for re-imbursing the 
United States for such sums as have been, and 
may from time to lime be, advanced and paid by 
the United States upon such bonds and interest, 
and which may not be re-imbursed from compen- 
sation for services as now [B:ovided by law, and 
from 5 per cent, of net earnings. And for the 
purpose of providing such sinking fund Said com- 
panies shall severalh" be required to pay into the 
Treasury of the United States, in addition to the 
said compensation for services and 5 per cent, of 
net earnings, the following annnal installments, 
to wit ; TTie Union Pacific Railroad Company 
shall, during the period of ten years from and 
after the 1st day of July, 1876, pay annually into 
the Treasury of the United States the sum of 
5750,000, to be paid one-half on July I and the 
other half on January I in each of said years. 
And during each and every year, commencing 
with the expiration of said period of ten years, 
the said Union Pacific Railroad Company shall 
pay into the Treasury of the United States 
Sl,ooo,ooo, until the whole amount of bonds is- 
sued to said company, together with interest, shall 
have been fully paid, one-half of each annual in- 
stallment to be paid on the 1st of July, and the 
other half on the 1st of January. And the said 
Central Pacific Railroad Company, on its own 
account and oD acconnt of the Western Pacific 
Railroad Company, shall, during the period of 
ten years from and after the 1st day of July, 1876, 
pay annually into the Treasury of the United 
States the sum of 8568,210, to be paid one-half 
on July I and the other half on January i in each 
of said years. And during each and every year, 
commencing with the expiration of said period of 
ten years, the said Central Pacific Railroad Com-, 
pany shall pay into the Treasury oF the United 
States the sum of 8760,330, until the whole 
amount of bonds issued tos^d company, ti^ethcr 
with interest, shall have been paid, one-half of 
each annual installment to be paid on the ist day 
of July and the other half on the ist day of Janu- 
ary ! Provided, That the sums paid into the sink- 
ing fund under (his act shall apply first to the ex- 
tinguishment of interest, and the balance to.the 
principal of the aforesaid bonds. And there 
shall be paid into the Treasury on account of said 
sinking fund, annually, one-half on the 1 st day 
of July and the other half on the 1st day of Janu- 
ary in each year, by the Kansas Pacific Railway 
Company,g87,327; by the Central Branch Union 
Pacific Railroad Company, 822,296'; and by the 
Sioux City and Pacific Railroad Company, 820,- 
723, until the bonds issued to said companies re- 
spectively, and the interest thereon, shall be fully 
paid. And said several companies shall owe 
and be indebted to the United States in the 
several sums required to be by them. respectively 
paid as aforesaid. And any company may pay 
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the United Stales, to be allowed at par. 

The total sum required to be paid by any com- 
pany in any one year by virtue of this act, and 
including said 5 per cent, of net earnings, and 
said compensation for services as now requited 
by kw, shall not exceed the several sums follow- 
ing, to wit: By the Central Pacific Railroad 
Company, on its own account, (14,869,484, and 
on account of the Western Pacific Railroad Com- 
pany, 8133,588 ; the Union Paciiic Railroad 
Company, J 1,989,462; the Kansas Pacific Rail- 
way Company, 5489,034; the Central Branch 
Union Pacific Railroad Company, 5124,856; 
and the Sioux City and Pacific Railroad Com- 
pany, 5116,050. 

In Senate. 



s taken to date of closing this 



No a 
page. 

On Bepealing ttie Bankruptc)' Act. 

1876, Febtnary 8 — Mr. Lynde, from the 
Committee on the Judiciary, reported a bill {H. 
R. 390], to repeal the act entitled "An act to 
establish a uniform system of bankruptcy through- 
out the United States," approved March 21, 
1867, and all laws and parts of laws amendatory 

It provides that the act entitled "An act to es- 
tablish a uniform system of bankruptcy fhrongh- 
out the United States," approved March 2, 1867, 
and fd! other laws and parts of laws amendatory 
ofsaidactand supplemental thereunto, and all 
amendments thereto, be, and the same hereby 
are, repealed. 

The second section provides that all suits and 
proceedings now pending in the courts of the 
United States wherein an adjudication in bank- 
ruptcy has been made shall be proceeded with 
and governed by the provisions of CKisting laws, 
which are hereby continued in force only for the 
purpose of closing up suits and proceedings 
pending. 

The thu-d section provides that this act shall 
take effect from and after the 1st day of January, 



— yeas J87, nays 59 (not 



1877- 

Which 
voting 44), as follow : 

Yeas — Messrs, C. H. Adams, Ainswcirlh,An- 
DERSON, Ashe, Atkim, Bagby, G. A. Bagley, J. 
H. Bagley, jr., J. H. Baker, W. H. Baker, Ban- 
ning, Bass, Beebe, S. JV. Bell, Blackburn, Bland, 
Boone, Bradford, Bradley, J«^:4(, J. Y. Broitm, 
W. R. Brown, Buckner, H. C. Burchard, 5. B. 
Burckard, Burleigh, j. H. CalduieU, W. P. 
CaMwell,CKlASYls,l.l., Candler, Cannon, Cason, 
Caswell, Cate, Caulfield, Chittenden, J. B. 
Clarke, y. B. Clark, jr., aymtr, Collins, Con- 
ger. Cowan, Cox, (>apo, Qounse, Culierson, 
Cutler, Darrall, Davy, DeBolt, Denison, Dibrell, 
Douglas, Durand, Durham, Eden, Egitrt, El- 
lis, Evans, Farwell, Faulkner, Forney, Fort, 
Fostei:, Franklin, Frost, Fuller, Glover, Goodin, 
A. If. fiamilton, Hancock, Haralson, Harden- 
hergh, B. W. Harris, y. T. Harris, C. H. Har- 
rison, Hartridge, Hartzell, Hatcher, Haymond, 
Henkle, Hereford, G. F. Hoar, Holman. Hooker, 
Hopkins, Hoskins, House, Hunter, Hyman, T. 



L. yonss, Joyce, A;4f, Kimball, A'Hrj«, F. Zan- 
ders, Lapham, W. Lawrence, S. B. Lewis, Lut- 
trell. Lynch, Lynde, L. A. Mackey, Magoon, 
Maish, McCraxy, J. W. McDill, McFarland, 
McMakon, Meade, Metcalfe, Miller, MUUhen, 
Mills, Mpney, Monroe, Morgan, Morrison, 
JVca/, Aiw, Norton, Packer, Page, E. Y. Par~ 
sons, Fayne, y. Fkelps, J. F. Philip, W. A. 
Phillips, Piper, Popfleton, A. Potter, Powell, 
Rainey, Randall, D. Rea, Reagan, J.RciUy, y. 
B. Reilly, A. V. Rice, Riddle, M. S. Robinson, 
Sampson, Savage, Scales, Schleicher, y. G. Schu- 
maker, Seelye, Sheakley, Singleton, Sinnickson, 
R. Smalls, A. H. Smith, Southard, Sparks, 
Springer, Strait, Stenger, Stevenson, Tarbox, 
Terry, C. P. Thompson, P. F. Thomas, Thorn- 
burgh, Throckmarton, M. I. Townsend, Tucker, 
Tufts, Tumey, Waddell, Waldron, A. S. Wallace, 
Walsh, E. (fi/A, Wheeler, J, D.White, Wiie,G. 
Willard, A. S. Williams, C. G. Williams, y. D. 
Williams, y. N. Williams, Willis, B. Wilson, 
J. Wilson, A. Wood, ir.,Woodbum, C. Young— 
-87. 

Nays — Messrs. Ballou, Banks, Blaine, Bldr, 
^/oa«(,Cii(ii,Dunnell,Eanies,J=l'Aii«,C. Freeman, 
Frye, Garfield, Cause, Gunter, R. Hamilton, H. 
R. Harris, Hathom, Hendee, Henderson, A. 
S. Hewitt, G. W. Hewitt; Hubbell, Hunton, 
Hurd, Hurlbut, Kasson, Kelley, Ketchum, King , 
Lamar, Leavenworth, MacDougall, Oliver, 
O'Neill, Pierce, Plaisted, T. C. Piatt, Purman, 
y. RobMns, W. M. Roiiins, Slemom, W. E. 
Smith, Stowell, Teese, "W. Townsend, Van Voc- 
hes, 7. L. Vance, R. B. Vance, T. W. Wallace, 
Walling, E. Ward, Warren, Whitekottse, Whit- 
ing, A. Williams, W. B. Williams, F. Wood, 

Veofej_5g. 

In Senate, 

June 20 — Reported from Committee on Judi- 
iary, and recommended to be postponed till next 



The Ceiit«i)iiial Appt-opriatiou. 

In House. 

1876. January fr— Mr. HoPKiNS, from the 
Committee on the (Centennial Celebration, re- 
ported the following bill : 

Whereas by the act of Congress entitled "An 
act to provide for the celebrating of the one- 
hundredth anniversaiT of American indepen- 
dence by holding an international exhibition of 
arts, manufaomre, and products of the soil and 
mine, in the city of Philadelphia, and State of 
Pennsylvania, in the year 1876," approved 
March 3, 1875, provision was made for the cele- 
bration of the centennial anniversary of the Dec- 
laration of American Independence by " an ex- 
hibition of American and foreign arts, products, 
and manufactures," to be "hdd imder the aus- 
pices of the Government of the United States, 
m the city of Philadelphia, in the year 1876; and 

Whereas by the act of Congress entitled "An 
act relative to the Centennial International Ex- 
hibition to be held in the city of Philadelphia, 
State of Pennsylvania, in the year 1876," ap- 
proved June 1, 1872, the Centennial Board rf' 
Pinance was incorporated, with authority to raise 
the capital necessary to carry into effect the pro- 
visions of the said act of March 3, 1871; and 
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Whereas ihe President of the Unjted States, in 
compliance witji a jpint resolution of Congress 
approved June 5, 1874, did "extend, in the 
name of the United States, a respectful and cor- 
dial invitation 10 the governments of other na- 
tions to be represented and lake part in the in- 
ternational exposition to be held at Philadelphia, 
under the auspices of the Government of th^ 
United States," and as the governments so in- 
vited, to the number of thirty-eight, have sp 
accepted such iovitation, aod many of them are 
malting extensive preparations to embrace the 
courjesy so extended to them, thereby rendering 
proper arrangenjents for the coming ceremonies 
on the part of the Government of the United 
Slates a niatter of honor and good faithj and 

Whereas the preparations designed by the 
United States Centennial Commission, and in 
.part executed by the Centennial Board of Fi- 
nance, are in accordance with the spirit of the 
acts of Congress relating thereto, and are on a 
Seale creditable to the Government and people 
of Ihe United States; Therefore, 

£t it enacted, etc.. That the sum of one mil- 
lion five hundred thousand dollars, to complete 
the Centeimial buildings and other preparations, 
be, and the same is hereby, appropriated out of 
any moneys in the United States Treasurj- not 
otherwise appropriated, which shall be paid on 
the drafts of the president and treasurer of the 
Centennial Board of Finance, one-third imme- 
diately after the passage of this act, and the re- 
mainder in four equal monthly payments ; Pro- 
vided, That in the distribution of any moneys 
that may remain in the treasury of the Centen- 
,nial Board of Unance after the payment of its 
debts, as provided for by the tenth section of the 
act of Congress, approved June I, 1872, incorpo- 
rating said Centennial Board of jFinance, the ap- 
propriation hereinbefore made shall share equally 
with the holders of the said Centennial stock, 
and a like percentage thereon be paid into the 
United States Treasury as may be paid to the 
holders of ihe said stock : Prsvided, also. That 
the Government of the United States shall not, 
undrf any circurnstances, be liable for any debt 
or obligation of the United States Centennial 
Commission or the Centennial Board of finance, 
.01 any payment in addition to the foregoing sum.. 

January 25-^-4iIr. Spkingbil moved to amend 
by striking from the Mil the words, in the fii '' 
proviso, beginning with " share equally with 
etc., and ending with the word "stock" at tl 
end of the proviso, and inserting these words 
(heir place: "be paid in full into the Treasury 
of the United States before any dividend or per- 
centage of the profits shall be paid to the holders 
of said stock." 

Which was agreed to. 

Mr. Kjvssok moved to add this, as a second 



proved by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
safe-keeping and faithful disbursement of the 
sum hereby appropriated, 



Which was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was then passed finally — 
yeas 145, nays 130 (not voting 15), as follow ; 

Yeas— Messrs. C. H. Adams, G. A. Bagley, 
W. H.Baker, Ballou, Banks, i'aKBWi^-, Bamum, 
Bass, Bl^e, Blair, Bliss, Bradley, W. R. Brown, 
Burleigh, C^son, Caswell, Chapin, Chittenden, 
Clyltttr, Crapo, Crounse, Cutler, Danford, Dar- 
rall, Davy, Denison, Dobbins, Dunnell, Eames, 
Egbert, Ellis, Farwell, Forney, Foster, C. Free- 
man, Frost, Frye, Garfield, Gause, Gibson, E- 
Hale, Hancock, Haralson, Hardeuhergh, B. W. 
Harris, C. H. Harrison, Hathom, A. S. Hewitt, 
mil, G. F. Hoar, Hopkins, Hidibell, Hunter, 
Hurlbut, Hyman, yen%s, T. L. Jones, Kasson, 
Keliey, Ketchum, King, Lamar, G. M. Landers, 
Lane, Lapham, Leavenworth, Levy, Luttrett, 
E. W. M. Mackey, L. A. Mackey, Magoon, Maisk, 
MacDougall, McCrary, J. W. McDill, Meade, 
Miller, Monty, Monroe, Morey, Morgan, Muich- 
ler, Nash, Norton, O'Brien, Oliver, O'NeQl, 
Page, W. A. Phillips, Pierce, I^per, Plaisted, 
T. C. Piatt, Fowell, Pratt, Purman, Rdney, 
Randall, Reagan, y. ReiUy, y. Robbins, W. M. 
Sobdins, C. B. Roberts, M. Ross, S. Ross, Samp- 
son, Sehleicher, y. G. Schumaker, Seelye, Sin- 
nickson, Sitiaons, R. Smalls, A. H, Smith, Strait, 
Stowell, Swann, Tariox, Teese, C. F. Tiompsen, 
Throctmorton, M. I. Townsend, W. Townsend, 
Van Vorhes, Wdddell, A, S. Wallace, J. W. 
Walkce, Walla, £. fVifrd, Warren, B.Wells, 0. 
W. WeJIs, Wheeler, iVhite&ouse, Whiting, Wig- 
ginton, A. Williams, A. S. WilHams, C. G, Wil- 
liams, Wihhire, A. Wood, jr., F. Wood, Wood- 
burn, Woodwotth, C- yotmg~-\^^. 

Nays — Messrs. Ainsworth, Anderson, Ashe, 
Atkins, Bagby, J. H. Bagley, jr., J. H. Baker, 
Beeii, S. N. Bell, Blackburn, Bland, Blount, 
Boone, Bradford, Bright, J. V. Brown, Buck- 
ner, H. C. Burchatd, S. D. Burchard, Cabell, J. 
H. Caldwell, W. P. CaldweU, Campbell, Cand- 
ler. Cannon, Caii, CajUfield, y. B. Clarki, J. 
B. Clark,jr., Cochrane, Collins, Conger, Cook, 
Covian, Cox, Culberson, yosefk J. Davis, De 
Bolt, Dibrell, Douglas, Duriam, Eden, Evans, 
Faplkner, Feltau, Fort, Franklin, Fuller. Glover, 
Goode, Goodin, Gttnter, A. H. Lfaniillon, H. R. 
Harris, 7. T. Harris, Hartridge, Harisell, 
Hatcher, Haymond, Hendee, Henderson, Henkle, 
Hereford, G. W. Hewitt, Hohnan, Hooker, Hos- 
kbs. House, Hunton, Hurd, F. Jones, Joyce, 
Kekr, Kimball, Knott, F. Landers, B. B. Lewis, 
Lord, Lynde, McFarland, McMahon, Metcalfe, 
Milliken, Mills, Morrison, Neal, New, J. 
FhelJ>s,y. F. Philip's, Foppleton, A. Potter, D. 
Rea, A. V. Rice, Riddle, M. S. Robinson, Rusk, 
Savage, M. Sayler, Scales, Sheakley, Singleton, 
W. E. Smith, Southard, Sparks, Springer, Sien- 
ger, Stevenson, Stone, Terry, P. F. Thetnas, 
Thomburgh, tucker, Talts.Tumey, J L. Vanee, 
R. B. Vance, Waldron, G. C. Walker, Walling, 
Walsh, Whitthome, Wike, G. Willard, J. Wil- 
liams, J. D. (ffffiamj.W.B, WiUiams, WUHs, 
B. Wilson, J. Wilson, Yeates — 130. 

In Senate, 

February 9 — Mr. McCkeery moved to amend 
by striking out the preamble, and all after the 
enacting daiise, and inserting the following : 
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That it be tecommetided to th p pi f th 
United States to assemble on th 4 h f J ly 
next, in such numbers and m as m y b 

convenient, in their respective t t wi 1 
lages, neighborhoods, or where th y m ) b 
publicly to testify their joy at th h d dh 

return of that auspicious day by t bl 1 
orations, and discourses, or by p bl pny d 

such religiotis exercises and ce m as m y 

be appropriate to the occasion ad ti d 1^ 
their own consciences: 

Which was disagreed to — yeas nay 45 
follow 1 

Yeas— Messrs. Alcorn, Cooper E t G Id 
thaaile, Keman, Kiy, Met y Stev im 
TAurman, Wadleigh, IVhyte, W- tier -— 

Nays— Messrs. Allison, A th y B y d 
Booth, Boutwell, Bruce, Came f P yl 
nia, Cameron of Wisconsin, C f rtan, CI yt , 
Conkliiig, Conover, Cragin, Dawes, Dennis, Dor- 
sey, Edmunds, English, Ferry of Michigan, Fre- 
linghuysen, Hamlin, Harvey, Hitchcock, Ingalls, 
Jones of Florida^ Jones of Nevada, McDonald, 
McMillan, Maxey, Mitchell, Morrill of Maine, 
Morrill of Vermont, Morton, C^lesby, Paddock, 
Patterson, Randolph, Ransom, Robertson, Sar- 
gent, Spencer, Wallace, West, Windom, Wright 
—45- 

February il-^The bill passed finally — yeas 41, 
nays, 15, as follow; 

Yeas — Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Bayard, 
Boutwell, Cameron of Pennsylvania, Cafirton, 
Clayton, Conkling, Conover, Cragin, Dawes, 
Dennis, Dorsey, Edmunds, Ferry of Michigan, 
Frelinghuysen, Hamlin, Hatvey, Hitchcock, In- 
galls, ycnts of Florida, Jones of Nevada, Ktlly, 
Logan, McDonald, McMillan, jWajro', Mitchell, 
Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Vermont, Morton, 
C^lesby, Paddock, Patterson,^OHa'«/^A,^3«j-DOi, 
Robertson, Sargent, Spencer, Wallace, Windom 
—41. 

Nays — Messrs. Alcom, Cooper, Eaton, Gold- 
ihwaiti, Hmnilton, Howe, Ksrnan, Key, Mc- 
Creery, Merritnon, Stevenson, Thttrman, Wad- 
leigh, Whyte, Wmers—\S. 

The preamble was agreed to — yeas 37, naya 16. 



February 16, 1876.] 

Commiaaion on the AlcohDl[c-l!c|nor 
Traffic. 

In Senate. 

1876, January 25 — The bill (S. 124) to pro- 
vide a commission on thesubjectof the alcoholic- 
li(|uor traffic, as follows 1 

Be it enacted, etc.. That for the purpose of ob- 
taining information which may serve as a guide to 
the system of legislation best fitted for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, the several Territories of the 
United States, and other places sulqect to the 
legislation of Congress in reference lo the ques- 
tion of revenue from the manufacture and sale of 
alcoholic and fermented liquors, and the effect of 
the use of surh liquors upon the morals and wel- 
fare of the people of such District, Territories, 
■ and places, fliere shall be appointed by the Presi- 
dent, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, a commission of five persons, neither of 
whom shall be the holder of any office of profit or 



trust in the General or a State Government, and 
all of whom shall not be advocates of jirohilntoiy 
legislation or total abstinence in relation to alco- 
holic or fermented liquors. The said commis- 
sioners shall be selected solely with reference to 
personal fitness and capacity for an honest, ira- 
pardal, and thorough investigation, and shall hold 
office until their duties shall be accomplished, but 
lot to exceed one year. It shall be their duty to 
nvestigate the alcoholic and fermented liquor 
tratiBc and manufacture, having special reference 
to revenue and taxation, distinguishing as far as 
possible, in the conclusions they arrive at, be- 
een the effects produced by the use of distilled 
spirituous liquors, and the use of fermented or 
malt liquors, in their economic, criminal, moral,^ 
and scientific aspects, in connection with pauper- 
ism, crime, social vice, the public health, and 
general welfare of the people ; and also inquire 
and take testimony as to the practical results of 
license and restrictive legislation for the preven- 
of intemperance in the several States, and 
the effei^ produced by such legislation upon the 
consumption of distilled or spirituous liquors and 
fermented or malt liquors ; also to ascertain 
whether the evils of drankenness have been in- 
creased or decreased, and whether public morals 
have been improved thereby. It shall also be the 
duty of said commissioners to gather information 
and lake testimony as to whether the evil of 
drunkenness exists to the same extent, or more 
so, in other civilized countries, and whether those 
foreign nations that are considered the most tem- 
perate in the ase of stimulants are so through pro- 
hibitory lavre ; and also to what degree prohibi- 
tory legislation has affected the consumption and 
manufacture of malt and spirituous liqvtors in this 
country. 

Sec. 2. That the said commissioners shall serve 
vidthout salary, shall be authorized to employ a 
secretary at a reasonable compensation, not to 
exceed %Z/XX> per annum, which, with the neces- 
sary expenses incidental to said investigation, in 
all not exceeding Sio,ooo, of both the secretary 
and commissioners, shall be paid out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
upon vouchers to be approved by the Fiffo Audi, 
tor of the Treasury. It shall be the further duty 
of said commissioners to report the result of their 
investigation and the expenses attending the same 
to the President, to be by him transmitted to 
Congress. 
Was agreed to — yeas 37, nays 20 ; 
Yeas— Messrs. Allison, Booth, Boutwell, 
Bruce, Cameron of Pennsylvania, Cameron of 
Wisconsin, Christiancy, Clayton, Conkling, Cono- 
ver, Cragin, Dawes, Dorsey, Ferry, Frelinghuy- 
sen, Hamilton, Hamlin, Harvey, Howe, Ingalls, 
Tones of Nevada, Lt^an, McMillan, Mitchell, 
Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Vermont, Morton, 
Oglesby, Paddock, Patterson, Sargent, Sherman, 
Spencer, West, Windom, Withers, Wright— 37. 
Nays — Messrs. Bayard, Bogy, Caperton, 
Cooper, Davis, Dennis, Eaton, English, Gcld- 
thwaite, Gordon, Johnston, Jones of Florida, 
Key, McCreery, McDonald, Maxey, Norwood, 
Ransom, Stevenson, Wallaoe — 20. 
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CountiDg of the Electoral Vot«. 

Foitfthird Congress — Second SesBlon. 

1875, February 6 — Mr, Morton, from the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections, reported 
the following bill (S. 1251), which was passed to 
a second reading ; 

In Senate. 

Be it ma<ted eU., That the two Houses of 
Congress shall assemble in the hall of the House 
of Representatives, at the hour of one o'clock, on 
the last day of January next succeeding the meet- 
ing of the electors of Rresident and Vice-President 
of the United States, and the President of the 
Senate shall be their presiding officer; one teller 
shall be appointed on the part of the Senate, and 
two on the part of the House of Representatives, 
to whom shall be handed, as they are opened by 
the President of the Senate, the certificates of the 
electoral votes; and said tellers, having read the 
same In the presence and hearing of the two 
Houses then assembled, shall make a list of the 
votes as they shall appear from the said certificates ; 
and the votes having been counted, the result of 
the same shall be delivered to the President of 
the Senate, who shall thereupon announce the 
state of the vote, and the names of the persons, 
if any, elected, which announcement shall be 
deemed a sufHcient declaration of the persons 
elected Presidentand Vice- President of the United 
States, and, together with a list of the votes, be 
entered on the journals of the two Houses. If, 
upon the reading of any such certificate by the 
tellers, any question shall arise in regard to 
counting the votes therein certified, the same 
having been stated by the presiding ofRcer, the 
Senate shall thereupon withdraw, and said ques- 
tion shall be submitted to the body for its decision ; 
and the Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
shall, in like manner, submit said question to the 
House of Representatives for its decision; and 
no electoral vote or votes from any State, to the 
counting of which objections have been made, 
shall be rejected except by the affirmative vote of 
the two Houses. When the two Houses have 
voted, they shall immediately re-assemble, and 
the presiding officer shall then announce the de- 
cision of the question submitted. And any other 
question pertinent to the object for which the two 
Houses are assembled may be submitted and de- 
termined in like manner. 

Sec. 3. That if more than one return shall be 
received by the President of the Senate from a 
State, purporting to be the certificates of electoral 
votes given at the last preceding, election for 
President and Vice-President in such State, all 
such returns shall be opened by him in the pres- 
ence of the Houses when assembled to count the 
votes ; and that return from such State shall be 
counted which the two Houses acting separately 
shall decide to be (he true and valid return. 

Sec 3. That when the two Houses separate lo 
decide upon an objection that may have been 
made to the counting of any electoral vote or 
votes from any State, or for the decision of any 
other question pertinent thereto, each Senator and 
Representative may speak to such objection or 
question ten minutes, and not oftener than once : 
Provided, That after such debate has lasted two 



hours, it shall be in the power of a majority of 
each House to direct that the main question shall 
be put without further debate. 

Sec. 4. At such joint meeting of the two Houses, 
seats , shall be provided as follows ; For the 
President of the Senate, the Speaker's chan; for 
the Speaker, immediately upon his left; the Sen- 
ators in the body of the hall upon the right of the 
presiding officer ; for the Representatives, in the 
body of the hall not provided for the Senators ; 
for the tellers. Secretary of the Senate, and Clerli 
of the House of Representatives, al the Clerk's 
desk ; for the other officers of the two Houses, in 
front of the Clerk's desk and upon each side of 
the Speaker's platform. Such joint meeting shall 
not be dissolved until the electoral votes are all 
counted and the result declared; and no recess 
shall be taken unless a question shall have arisen 
in regard to counting any such votes, in which 
case it shall be competent for either House, acting 
separately, in the manner hereinbefore provided, 
lo direct a recess not beyond the next day at the 
hour of ten o' clock in the forenoon. 

Feb. 25 — Mr. Thueman moved to strike out 



le teller, 



tellers. 



I ; which was agreed to. And also to inserl af- 
ter the clause " electoral votes" in the first section, 
the following : 

Which certificates shall be opened, presented, 
and acted upon in the alphabetical order of the 
names of the States, beginning yith the letter A. 

Which was agreed to. 

Also to strike out the last sentence of section 
one; which was agreed to. 

Also to strike out the words "or for the decis- 
ion of any other question pertinent thereto," 
in section three ; which was agreed to. 

Mr. Meerihon moved to strike out of section 
one, the words, " the two Houses of Congress," 
and insert, "the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives;" which was agreed to. Also to 
amend in section one, by inserting after the words 
"one o'clock," the letteis, " p. m. ;" which was 

Mr. WkIgHT moved to amend the bill in sec- 
tion two, after the word "return," where it first 
occurs, in the last clause, by inserting the word 
"only," and after the word "shall" inserting 
"eacii;" so as to read ; "And that return only from 
such State shall be counted which the two Houses, 
acting separately, shall each decide to be the 
true and valid return;" which was agreed to. 

Mr. Edmunds moved to amend by striking 
out all after the enacting clause and inserting the 
following : 

That within not more than ten and not less 
than three days next prior to the last Monday in 
January next following any election for President 
or Vice-President, the Senate shall appoint four 
Senators and the House of Representatives shall 
appoint four Members, and such eight persons 
shall constitute a Committee upon Elections of 
President and Vice-President. A majority of 
said committee shall be a quorum thereof, and 

■' of such majority shall be neces- 

ion thereof. Each member of 
shall, before he enters upon the 
dudes by this act imposed on such committee, 
take and subscribe the following oath: 

" I, , do solemnly swear that I 
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will faithiully and impartially perform all the 
duties imposed upon me by the act entitled 'An 
act to provide for and regulate Ihe counting of 
votes for President and Vice-President;' so help 
me God." 

And such oaths of Senators shall be filed in 
the archives of the Senate, and o! Members of 
the Jlouse of Representatives in the archives of 
the House. 

Sec. 2, That Congress shall be in session on 
the last Monday in January next after any election 
for President and Vite- President shall have oc- 
curred ; and the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives shall meet in the Hall of the House of 
Representatives, at one o'clock afternoon of that 
day, and from day to day, (Sundays excepted,) 
at the same hour, until the duties required hy this 
act shall have been performed; the President of 
the Senate shall preside, and whenever the Sen- 
ate shall withdraw, from time to time, the Speaker 
of the House shall resume his chair ; having so 
met, the President of the Senate shall, in the 
presence of Ihe Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives, open all the certificates and papers, pur- 
porting to be certificates of voies given at the last 
preceding election for President and for Vice- 
President, respectively, and which shall have 
come to his possession; and the votes shall then 
be counted in the manner and wi^ effect herein- 
after provided. 

Sec 3. That when the certificates of votes for 
President of the United States shall be opened by 
the President of the Senate, in the presence of the 
Senate and House of Representatives, as provided 
in the Constitution and by this act, me same 
shall, with the votes therein contained or stated, 
be then and there delivered to the committee 
provided for in section I of this act; which com- 
mittee shall forthwith proceed to examine the 
same, and shall count the votes which shall ap- 
pear to have been legally given and duly certified 
and returned. And said committee shall report 
in writing as soon as may be to said meeting their 
proceedings, the state of the votes, and what per- 
sons, if any, have been pnrsuant to law elected 
President and Vice-President respectively ; and 
if, on sudi report, any question shall be made by 
any Senator or Member of the House of Repre- 
SCTitativeS touching the legal validity of any vote 
or votes so delivered to said committee, or touch- 
ing any action of said committee, the Senate shall 
withdraw, and each House shall proceed to con- 
sider the question; and if the two Houses con-, 
cur in the decision thereof, their judgment shall 
stand, and the report of such committee shall be 
modified accordingly ; but if they do not So Con- 
cur, the report of such committee shall stand; 
and if such committee shall be equally divided 
in opinion, the vote in question shidl be counted 
unless both Houses concur in rejecting the same. 
And the persons so declared elected shall respec- 
tively be deemed entitled to exercise the functions 
of their offices. 

Sec 4. That section 142 of the Revised Stat- 
utes of the United States, and all provisions in- 
consistent with this act are hereby repealed. 

Which was disagreed to. 

Mr. Eaton moved the indefinite postponement 
of the bill, which was disagreed to — yeas 14, 
nays 31 (not voting 18), as foUow; 



Yeas — Messrs. Bayard, Carpenter, Conkling, 
CoopsT, Davis, Dennis, EtUon, Goldlkwaite, 
Hager, Kelly, McCreery, Merrimon, Ransom, 
Stockton — 14. 

Nays — Messrs. Boreman, Bontwell, Chandler, 
Clayton, Conover, Cragin, Dorsey, Edmunds, 
Ferry of Michigan, Flanagan, fVelin^uysen, 
Hamlin, Harvey, Hitchcock, Ingalls, Jones of 
Nevada, Logan, Mitchell, Monill of Vermont, 
Morton, Oglesby, Patterson, Pease, Salient, Scott, 
Spencer, Sprague, Stewart, Washburn, West, 
Windom^3i. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time, and passed— yeas 2S, nays 20 
(not voting 25), as follow : 

Yeas — -Messrs. Allison, Boreman, Boutwell, 
Chandler, Qayton, Conover, Cragin, Dorsey, 
Ferry of Michigan, Flanagan, Freiinghuysen, 
Hamilton of Texas, Harvey, Hitchcock, Logan, 
Mitchell, Morrill of Vermont, Morton, Oglesby, 
Patterson, Pease, Ramsey, Sargent, Sherman, 
Spencer, Washburn, West, Wright— 28. 

Nays — Messrs. Bayard, Bo^, Carpenter, 
Conkling, Cooper, Davis, JOettnts, Eaton, Ed- 
munds, Goldthwaite, Hager, Jones of Nevada, 
Kelly, Merrimen, Ransom, Saukhury, Sprague, 
Stewart, Stockton, Windotn — ao. 

In House. 
No action was taken. 

Forty-Fonrth Con^eBS — First Session. 

In Senate. 

187s, December 8 — Mr. Morton offered the 
same bill precisely, as is printed above; which 
was referred to the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections. 

1876, March 3 — It was reported without 

March 21 — The Senate being as in committee 
of the whole, Mr. Cooper moved to add to the 
second section these words: 

And if the two Houses do not agree as to 
which return shall be counted, then that vote 
shall be counted which the House of Representa- 
tives, voting by States in the manner provided by 
the Constitution when the election devolves upon 
the House, shall decide to be the true and valid 

Mr. Frelinghuvsen moved to strike out all 
after the word "agree" in the first line, and sub- 
stitute the following : 

The difference shall be immediately referred to 
the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, the pre- 
siding officer of the Senate, and the Speaker of 
the House, whose decision shall be final. If the 
Chief Justice is absent or unable to attend, the 
senior associate justice of the Supreme Court 
present in the Capitol or other place of meeting 
shall act in his place. 

Which was disagreed to — yeas 20, nays 29, as 
follow ; 

Yeas — Messrs^ Allison, Anthony, Bruce, Bum- 
side, Cameron of Pennsylvania, Conkling, Dawes, 
Ferry of Michigan, Freiinghuysen, Hamlin, 
Howe, Logan, McMillan, MorriU of Vermont, 
Morton, Paddock, Robertson, Sharon, West, 
Windom— -20. 

Nays — Messrs. Bayard, Bogy,, Booth, Bout- 
well, Chrisliancy, Cooper, Davis, £aton, GolS- 
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thaalie, Gordmt, Ingalls, yohmton, Jones of 
Fiorida, Kell^, Kernan, Key, McCreo'y, Mc- 
Donald, Maxey, Mernmon, Mitchell, Noneood, 
Rando^k, Sansam, Sauhbury, Slevenson, T&ar- 
maii, Whyte, Withers — ag. 

Mr. Johnston moved to strike out all after the 
word " and " in the first line, and substitute the 
following : 

If the Senate should vote for counting one 
certificate and the House of Representatives an- 
other, the joint meeting of the two Houses shall 
finally determine which shall be counted by 
States, the represeijtation from each State, in- 
cluding the Senators therelrom, having one vote, 
liut if the representation of any State shall be 
equally divided, its vote shall not be counted. 

Which was disagreed to — yeas ir, nays 39, as 
follow ; 

Yeas — Messrs. Allison, Bogy, Dm/is, John- 
ston, Kelly, McCreery, Ransom, Sargent, Sauls- 
iury, Tiarman, IVitkers — li. 

Navs— Messra. Booth, Boutwell, Bumside, 
Cameron of Pennsylvania, Cameron of Wisconsin, 
Christiancy, Cockrell, Conkling, Coeter, Dawes, 
Dennis, Eaten, Edmunds, Ferry of Michigan, 
Frelinghuysen, Gordon, Hainiiton, Hitchcock, 
Howe, Ingalls, Jo?ies of Florida, Key, Logan, 
Me Donald, McMillan, Maxey, Merrimon, 
Mitchell, Morton, Norwood, Oglesby, Paddock, 
Randolph, Robertson, Sharon, West, JVhyle, 
Windom, Wright — 39. 

The amendment of Mr. Cooper was then dis- 
agreed to — yeas 13, nays 35, as follow : 

Ybas — Messrs. Bogy, Caperton, Cooper, Davis, 
Gordon, yohmton, Kelly, McCreery, McDonald, 
Ransom, Sauhhtry, Thurman, Withers — 13. 

Nays— Messrs. Allison, Booth, Boutwell, 
Bumside, Cameron of Pennsylvania, Cameron 
of Wisconsin, Christiancy, Cockrell, Conkling, 
Dawes, Dennis, Ealon, Edmunds, Ferry of 
Michigan, Frelinghuysen, Hamilton, Hitchcock, 
Howe, Ingalls, Janes of Florida, Key, Logan, 
McMillan, Maxey, Merrimon, Mitchell, Morton, 
Oglesby, Paddock, Robertson, Sargent, Vfest, 
Whyte, Windom, Wright— 35. 

Mr. Maxey moved to amend the bill by add- 
ing to section two the words 1 

But if the two Houses fail to agree as to which 
of the returns shall be counted, then the Presi- 
dent of the Senate shall decide which is the true 
and valid return, and the same shall then be 
counted. 

Which was disagreed to — yeas 7, nays 38, as 
follow ! 

Yras — Messrs. Bogy, Cameron of Pennsyl- 
vania, Hamlin, Maxey, Robertson, Sargent, 
Withers— 1. 

Nays — Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Bayard, 
Booth, Boutwell, Burnside, Cameron of Wis- 
consin, Caperton, Christiancy, Conkling, Dawes, 
Dermis, Eaton, Edmunds, English, Ferry of 
Michigan, Frelinghuysen, Goldtiwaite, Gordon, 
Hamilton, Howe, Ingalls, Johnston, Janes of 
Florida, Jones of Nevada, Kelly, Key, McCreery, 
McDonald, Merrimon, Mitchell, Morrill of 
Maine, Morton, Norwood, Oglesby, Sharon, 
Whyte, Wright— 38. 

March 23 — Mr. Randolph moved to add 

Sec. — . To insure each Slate the count of the 
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electoral vote, except it shall be rejected as pro- 
vided for in section one of this act, it is declared 
the duty of each house of Coneress to record its 
vote by ayes and noes upon all questions as to 
which are the true and valid returns of a State ; 
and it shall be the duty of the presiding officer 
of each house to immediately forward to the other 
a true and detailed return of such vote. 

Sec — . Should it then appear that the two 
houses have failed to ^^ee as to which are the 
true and valid returns, they shall immediately re- 
assemble, and the President of the Senate shall 
announce those returns as valid which shall have 
received a majority of all the votes cast in both 
houses of Congress, considered as if in joint meet- 



ing aj 
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Should it occur that the aggregate 
vote of both houses be equally divided upon the 
question, then, and in that event only, the Presi- 
dent of the Senate shall give the casting vote. 

Which was disagreed to — yeas 12, nays 37, as 
follow : 

Yeas — Messrs. Bayard, Caperton, Cooper, 
Davis, Gordon, Johnston, McCreery, Randolph, 
Ransom, Salisbury, Thurman, Withers — 1 2. 

Nays — Messrs. Bogy, Boutwell, Burnside, 
Cameron of Wisconsin, Christiancy, Conkling, 
Cragin, Dawes, Dennis, Dorsey, Eaten, Ed- 
munds, Ferry of Michigan, Frelinghuysen, Gold- 
tAwaite, Hamlin, Howe, Jonesof Florida, Kelly, 
Key, Logan, McDonald, McMillan, Merrimon, 
Mitchell, Morrill of Maine, Morton, C^Iesby, 
Paddock, Patterson, Sargent, Spencer, Wadleigh, 
West, Whyte, Windom, Wright— 37. 

March 24 — Mr. BaYARd moved to add to sec- 
tion two these words ; 

And if the two houses do not agree as to which 
return shall be counted, then that vote shall be 
counted which the House of Representatives, 
voting by States in the manner provided by the 
Constitution when the election devolves upon the 
House, shall decide to be the true and valid 

Which was disagreed to — yeas 18, nays 34, as 
follow ! 

Yeas — Messrs. Bayard, Bogy, Caperton, Coop- 
er, Davis, Goldthteaile, Johnston, Kelly, Key, 
McCreery, McDonald, Maxey, Randolph, Ran- 
som, Saulsiury, Thurman, Wallace, Withers— 
18. 

Nays — Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Booth, 
Burnside, Cameron of Pennsylvania, Cameron of 
Wisconsin, Christiancy, Conkling, Dawes, Den- 
nis, Dorsey, Eaton, Edmunds, English, Ferry of 
Michigan, Frelinghuysen, Hamilton, Hamlin, 
Howe, Jones of Nevada, Logan, McMillan, Mer- 
rimon, Mitchell, Morrill of Maine, Morton, 
Oglesby, Paddock, Patterson, Sai^ent, Sherman, 
Whyte, Windom, Wright— 34. 

Mr. Weight moved to add, in section two, 
after the word " return," where it first occurs in 
the last clause of the section, the words ■' and 
that only;" which was agreed to. 

Other amendments by Mr. Buhnsidb and Mr. 
Whyte were offered, and rejected, without a 
record of yeas and nays, and they are not inserted. 

The bill, as amended on motion of Mr. 
WsiGHT, was than passed — yeas 32, nays 26, as 
follow ; 

Yeah — Messrs, Allison, Anthony, Booth, 
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;, Cameron of Pennsylvania, Cameron of 
Wisconsin, Christiancy, Dawes, Dotsey, Ferry, 
Frelinghuysen, Hamilton, Hamlin, Hilchcock, 
Ingalis, Jones of Nevada, Key, Logan, McMillan, 
Merrimou, Mitciiell, Morrill of Maine, Morion, 
Oglesby, Paddock, Patterson, Sa^^ent, Sherman, 
Spencer, Thurnuai, Windom, Wright — 32. 

Nays — Messrs. Bayard, Bogy, Caperten, Cock- 
rail, Conkling, Cooper, Davis, Dermis, Eaton, 
Edmunds, English, GoMthaiatie, Howe, yohn- 
stoH, Jones of Florida, Kelly, MeCreery, MeDon- 
ald, Maxey, Sandotpk, Ransom, Satdsbury, 
Stevenson, Wallace, Whyte, Withers— 2(>. 

Mk. Thdrman moved to reconsider this vote; 
which was postponed. 

April icj— TTie motion to reconsider was 
agreed to — yeas 31, nays 23, as follow ; 

Yeas — Messrs. Bayard, Bogy, Caperion, Cock- 
rell, Conkling, Cooper, Davis, Dawes, Dennis, 
Eaton, Edmunda, English, GoldtIm>aite, Gordon, 
Hamilton, Howe, Kelly, Keman. Key, MeCree- 
ry, Maxey, Merrimon, Norwood, Paddock, Ran- 
dolph, Ransom, Saulsbary, Stevenson, Thwman, 
Wallace, Withers— y.. 

Nays — Measis. Anthony, Booth, Bonlwell,' 
Bumside, Cameron of Pennsylvania, Cameron of 
Wisconsin, Clayton, Cragin, Ferry, Frelinghuy- 
sen, Hamlin, Harvey, IngoJls, Tones of Nevada, 
Logan, McMillan, Morrill of Maine, Moirill of 
Vermont, Morton, Oglesby, Robertson, Sai^ent, 
Windom— 23. 

Nothing further was done to the date of clos- 
ing this page. 

The Joint Rules. 

Ih Senate. 
1876, January 20 — This resolution was adopted: 
Resolved by the Senate {the House 0/ Represen- 
tatives concurring). That the joint rules of the 
Senate and House of Representatives in force at 
the close of the last session of Congress, except- 
ing the twenty-second joint rule, be, and the same 
are hereby, adopted as the joint roles of the two 
houses for the present session. 

[The twenty-second rule provides the mode for 
counting and declaring the electoral vote for 
President and Vice-President.] 

The GeneTQ Award. 



nappropriated moneys of the Geneva award." 

The important sections are these ; 

Section one directs the Commissioners to t 
ceive and examine claims mentioned below, and 
to enter judgment far the amounts allowed there- 
for in two classes. 

Section tw p des that the first class shall 
be for claim di e tly esulting from damage doni 
on the high as by C nf de ate cruisers during 
the late rebell on n lud ng essels and cargoes 
nttncked Cak n on th h gh seas or pursued 
tlidrefrom, 1 h h destr y d within four miles 
of the sho x pt a p ded for in section 
eleven of aid h pi f hundred and fifty- 
nine. Th d 1 h 11 be for claims for 
the payment f p m urn f war-risks, whether 
paid to corp it n g Is individuals, after 
the sailing f C nf d 



Sec. 3. That in examining claims in the sec- 
ond class, it shall be the duty of the court to de- 
duct any sum in any way received by or repaid 
to the claimant, diminishing the amount paid for 
any such premium, so that the actual loss of the 
claimant only shall be allowed. 

Sec. 5. That judgments entered in the first 
class shall be paid before judgments of the sec- 
ond class are paid. If the sum of money so un- 
ippropiiated shall be insufficient to pay the 
judgments of the fiist class, they shall be paid 
according to the proportions whidi they severally 
bear to the whole amount of such unappropriated 
sum. If such sum shall be sufhcient to pay the 
judgments of the first class, and not sufficient to 
pay the judgments of the second class, the latter 
iudgments shall be paid according to the propor- 
ions which they severally bear to the residue of 
such unapfH^riated sum. 

Mr. Khott moved this substitute for the hill r 
aacted, &=(., That so much of the 
tion of the said act i 
shall be admissable 0: 
■ in behalf of any it 



twelfths! 



signee or othei 
party insured, 
the satisfaction 
rebellion the s 



:des that 
allowed by the 
■ance company 

in the right of a person or 
. such claimant shall show to 
id court that during the late 
its or his losses in respect to 
xceeded the sum of its or his 
premiums or other gains upon or in respect to 
" ' war risks ; and in case of any such allow- 
the same shall not be greater than such ex- 
of loss," be, and the same is hereby re- 
pealed. 

""" 2. That any claimant excluded by the pro- 
hereby rep^ed shall have the like period 
of time within which to present, file, and prove 
his claim after the passage of this amend- 
as he could have had after the passage of 
the said act if not so excluded. And the time 
of the duration of the court created by the said 
t, and its powers, are hereby extended for 3 
period sufficient to enable it to hear and dispose 
of such additional claims and the claims already 
iferred to it; which period shall not exceed one 
year from the expiration of the time for filing 
claims under this section. 

Mr. WiLUAM Lawrence moved this substi- 
tute for the above ; 

That all bonds of the United States in which 
the money awarded to the United States by the 
tribunal of arbitration at Geneva has been in- 
vested, after paying all charges thereon and 
judgments as determined by the court of com- 
missioners of Alabama claims under existing law, 
shall be canceled by the Secretary of State, and 
ihe Secretaiy of the Treasury ; and all money, if 
any, arising from sidd award or from bonds in 
which it has been invested, shall be covered into 
the Treasury. 

Which was disagreed to — yeas 59, nays 109 (not 
voting izi). TheVEASwere Messrs. C.H.Adams, 
Ainsworth, Anderson, Atkins, Bagby, G. A. 
Bagley, 5. N. Bell, Blackburn, Bland, Buckner, 
H. C. Burchard, S. D. Burchard, Cabell, 7. ff. 
Caldwell, W. P. Caldwell, Cannon, Cason, j. 
B. Clark, jr., Cowan, Cvlbeison, Dibrell, Fel- 
ton, Goodin, Gunter, H. R. Harris, C. H. Har- 
rison, Hartiell, Hatcher, Haymond, Holman, F. 
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tandirs^ Lane, W. Lawrence, S. B. Lewis, 
Magoon, ■ McFarland, Mills, Money, MdrrUon, 
Ntw, J. Phetp, J. F. Philips, Popplitott, 
Reaga-a, S. Ross, A. H. Smith, Southard, 
Sparks, Sfiritiger, Sttvtmoti, Stone, Tarbox, 
Terry, Thornbui^h, Van Vorhes, Wdlliag, E. 
(Veils, mgginton, G, Willard. 

The proposed substitute of Mr. Knott 
then disagreed to — yeas 35, nays 151 (n " 
103) 



3j- 
The y: 



e Messrs. Ashe, Aliitis, Black- 
, Bloant, Boone, Buckner, % B. Clarke, 
Clymer, Cox, Joseph y. Davis, Douglas, 
Garfield, Hancock, Hardenbergh, Hathorn, 
Hubbell, T. L. Jones, Kehr, Knott, Lamar, 
Leavenworth, Milliken, Mills, Money, Pierce, 
T. C Piatt, Reagan, W. M. Roiiini, Scales, 
■Slemoits, Spencsr, R. B. Vance, Waldton, J. W, 
Wallace, milis—iS-- 

On a motion to tahle the, bill, the yeas were 96, 
nays 113 (not voting 80). 

The bill then passed — yeas 107, nays 96 (not 
voting 86), as follow; 

YbAS— Messrs. BagSy, J.B. Bagley,jr., T.H. 
Baker, Banning, S. N. BeU, Bradley, W. R. 
Brown, H. C. Burchard, 5. Z>. Burchard, Biu-- 
leigh, Campbell, Cason, Caswell, Cqulfield, 
Conger, Coaian, Crapo, Crouiise, Dobbins, Dun- 
nell, Eames, Ellis, Evans, Finley, Fort, C. Fos- 
ter, E. Hale, Haralson, B. W. Harris, C. H. 
Harrison, Haymond, Ilendee, Hereford, A. S. 
Hewitt, Hopkins, Hunter, Hunlon, Jenks, F. 
Jones, Joyce, Kasson, Kelley, Ketchum, Kim- 
ball, Lapham, Levy, Lord, Luttretl, Maish, Mac- 
Dougall, McCrary, J. W. McDill, Meade, Miller, 
Morgan, Norton, O'Brien, Oliver, O'Neill, 
Payne, J. Phelps, W. A. Phillips, Piper, Plaisted, 
P^pleton, A. POTTEIt, Pataell, Pratt, Randall, 
J>. Pea, J. Rally, J. B. ReiUy, A. V. Rice, Rid- 
dle, y. Robbins, M.S. Robinson, S. Ross, Rusk, 
Sam[)son, Schleicher, Seelye, Sinnickson, R, 
Smalls, Strait, Slenger, Slaienson, Stowell, C. P. 
Thompson, M. I. Townsend, W. Townsend, 
Tufts, Van Vorhfs, Wait, G. C. WiUker, A. S. 
Wallace, J. W. Wallace, Warren, G. W. Wells, 
J. D. White, Whiting, Wigginlon, Wikc, A. S. 
miliams, y. Williams, W. B. Williams, J. Wil- 

Nays — Messrs. C. H. Adams', Ainsviortk, An- 
DEESon; Ashe, Atkias, G. A. Bagley, W. H. 
Baiter, Blackburn, Bland, Blount, Boone, Brad- 
ford, Buckner, Cabell, J. H. Caldwell, W. P. 
CaidweU, CandUr, Cannon, J. B. Clarke, J. B. 
Clark,jr., Clymer, Cochrane, Cook, Culberson, 
Cutler, Davy, DUrell, Dimglas, Durand, Fcailk- 
ner,FeU»a, Forney, Fuller,QssiiA&,Gause, Gib- 
son, Goodin, Gunter, Hancock, Hardenbergh,- H. 
R. Harris, HartH^e, Hartsell, Hatcher, Hath- 
orn, Henderson, HUl, Holman, Hooker, Hubbell, 
T. L. Jones, Kehr, Knott, Lamar, F. Lan- 
ders, W. Lawrence, Leavenworth, B. B. Lewis, 
L. A. Mackey, McParland, MiUiken, Mills, 
Money, Morrison, JVew, Packer, y. F. Philips, 
Pierce, T. C. Piatt, Reagan, W. M. Robbins, 
M. Ross, Scales, Singleton, Slemons, A. H. 
Smith, W. E. Smith, Southard, Sparks, Spencer, 
^ringer. Stone, Tarbox, Terry, Thornbm^h, 
J. L. Vance, R. S. Vance, Waddcll, Waldron, 
WaUii^, E. IVells, G. Willard, J. N. Williams, 
Willis, B. Wilson, C. Young— ^t,. 



The Bill U promote the Efficiency of the 
Armj, Provide for its Gradual Budue- 
tiou, &e. 

In House. 

1876, June I— The House was brought to 
final action on the bill. 

[It reduces the cavalry regiments from ten 
to eight, infantry from sj to 20, abolishes the 
regimental organization of the artillery, consoli- 
dates into one the Quartermaster's and Subsis- 
tence Departments, reoi^^izes the Medical De- 
partment, limits second lieutenant appointments 
to graduates of West Point, and contains many 
provisions of minor importance. It also repeal 
sections eleven hundred and four and eleven 
hundred and eight of the Revised Statutes, pro- 
viding that the enlisted men of two regi- 
ments of cavalry, and of two regiments 
of infantry, shall be colored men. It also repeals 
sections eleven hundred and thirteen and. twelve 
hundred and eighteen of the Revised Statutes. 
The former refers to Military Academy cadets ; 
the latter is as follows: 

No person who has served in any capacity in 
the military, naval, or civil service of the so- 
called Confederate States, or of either of the 
States ill insurrection during the lale rebellion, 
shall be appointed to any position in the Anny 
of the United Stales.] 

Pending the bill, 

Mr. R. Smalls asked to have this amendment 
considered pending: 

Insert at line 19, section i, after the word "ser- 
vice," the following; 

Provided further. That hereafter in the enlist- 
ment of men in the Army, or the merging of en- 
listed men into other organizations, no distinction 
whatever shall be made on account of race or 
color. 

Objec 



lill: 

Be it enacted &'c.. That the President of the 
United States be requested and directed to ap- 
point a commission of seven officers of the Army 
of distinguished service and knowledge, who 
shall report through the President, as soon as 
pracficable, their opinions upon the beat method 
of reorganizmg the Army of the United States, 
and especially upon the best method of organizing 
)the staff departments with a view to economy and 
efficiency. 

Which was disagreed to — yeas 88, nays 113 
(not voting 87). 

The bill then passed — yeas 123, nays 82 (not 
voting 83), as follow : 

Yeas — Messrs. Ainsworth, Anderson, Ashe, 
Atkins, J. H- Bagley, jr., Banning, Becbe, 
Bland, Blount, Boone, Bradford, Bright, J- Y. 
Brown, Buckner, Cabell, J H. Caldwell, W. P. 
Caldwell, Candler, Cate, Caulfield, Chapin, J B. 
Clarke, y. B: Clark, Jr., Clymer, Cochrane, 
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Collins, Caller, DiBolt, DibreU, Douglas, Du- 
raHd, Durham, Eden, Ellis, -Sly, Ft/ten, fttUey, 
Forney, FranMin, Fiiiler, Gauss, Glover, Coode, 
GuTiitr, A H. HamUtan, K. HamiUoit, Hard- 
enbergh, C. H. Harrison, Harlridgi, Hartstll, 
Hatchir, Haymond, Hmkle, Hereford, G. W. 
Hewitt, HUl, Halmau, Home, Huntan, Hurd, 
yenks, F. Jones, T. L. Jones, Lamar, F. Lan- 
ders, Le Moyni, B. A. Lewis, Lord, Lynde, Mc- 
Farland, MiMakon, Metcalfe, MilHkeh, Money, 
Morrison, MulcAler, Ntal, O'Brien, Odea, E. V. 
Parsons, Payne, J. F. Fkmp, Piper, Pqppletcn, 
A. Potter, Fomell, RaadaU, D. Sea, J. Seilfy, 
A. r. Rice, Riddle, J. RohHns, M. Ross, Savage, 
M. Sayter, Scales, Sheakley, Singleton, Slemons, 
IV. E. Smitk.Souihard, .finger, Stenger, Tar- 
box, Teese, Terry, P. F. Thomas, C. P. TkompsoH, 
Tumey, R. £. Vance, Walling, Ward, E. Weils, 
Whitlhorne, Wiggittlon, Wike, J. Williams, J. 
D. Williams, J. M. Williams, Willis, F. Wood, 
Yeates, C. Young— 12^. 

Nays — Messrs. C. H. .Adams, G. A. Eagiey, 
J, H. Baker, W. H. Baker, Ballon, Banks, 
Blaine, Blair, Bradley, W. R, Brown, H. C. 
Burchard, Caswell, Crapo, Crounse, Culberson, 
Danford, Davy, Denison, Dobbins, Dunnell. 
Eames, Frye, Garfield, Haralson, B. W. Harris, 
Hathorn, Hays, Hendee, Henderson, Hunter, 
Hurlbot, Joyce, Kasson, KeAr^ Kelley, Ketchum, 
Kimball, King, W. Lawrence, I^venworth, 
Levy, Lynch, E. W, M. Mackey, Magoon, Mc- 
Dongall, McCrary, J. W. McDiU, Miller, Mills, 
Monroe, Morgan NaSh, Norton, O'Neill, Packer, 
Page, W. A. Phillips, Pierce, Plaisted, T. C. Piatt, 
Pratt, M. S. RobiiLson, Rusk, Sampson, Schleicher, 
Seelye, Sinnickson, R. Smalls, Spmcer, Throck- 
morton, M. I. Townsend, W. Townsend, Tufts, 
WaldroB, A. S. Wallace, G. W. Wells, J. D. 
White, Whiting, G. WiUard, A. W~illiams, C, G. 
Williams, W. B. Williams, Woodworth— 82, 

Tbe bill was not acted upon in the Senate. 

Trwips In (he States. 

In House. 

1875, July 19 — ^Peuding the joint resolutii 

{B.. R. 96) to provide for the protection of the 

Texas frontier, and the question being on concu 

ring in the followiiig proviso inserted in Commi 

, tee of the Whole : 



Provided, That no part of the troops provided 
for by this resolution shall be taken ^om any 
State or service where troops may now or here- 
after be stationed, if, in the juiigment of the 
President, the public service requires the continu- 
ation of troops in stich localities. 

The yeas were 80, nays 98 (not voting 108), as 
follow : 

Yeas — Messrs. Ainswerih, Anderson, J. H, 
Baker, W, H. Baker, Ballon, Banks, S. N. Bell, 
Blair, Bradley, W. R. Brown, H. C. Burchard, 
Burleigh, Cannon, Conger, Darrail, Davy, Dob- 
bins, Dunnell, Durand, Eames, Evans, Foster, 
Garfield, E. Hale, Hancock, Hardenbergh, Hen- 
dee, Hoge, Holman, Hoskins, Hunter, Kasson, 
Kelley, Kimball, W. Lawrence, Leavenworth, 
Le Moyne, M^oon, MacDougall, J, W. McDill, 
Miller, Monroe, Morgan, Nash, Norton, Oliver, 
O'Neill, Packer, Page, Payne, W. A, PhilUps, 
Plaisted, T. C. Piatt, A. Potter, Pratt, Rainey, 
J. Reilly, J. B. Reilly, Rusk, Sampson Savage, 
Sinnickson, R Smalls, A, H. Smith, Stevenson, 
Tarhox, Thornburgh, M. I. Townsend, W, 
Townsend, Tufls, Van Vorhes, Wait, C. C. B. 
Walker, A. S. Wallace, Willard, A. S. Wil- 
liams, C. G. Williams, J. D. Williams, W. B. 
Williams, WilUs—tci. 

NaVs— Messrs. Ashe, AlkiHs, Bagby, J. H. 
Bagley,jr., Banning, Blackburn, Bland, Boone, 
Bradford, Bright, J. y. Brown, Buctner, S. 

D. Burchard, Cabell, J. H. Caldwell, W. P. 
Caldwell, Candler, Cafe, Caulfield. J. B. Clarke, 
Clymer, Cochrane, ColHrts, Cook, Cox, Culberson, 
Cutler, Joseph J. Davis, DeBolt, DibreU, Doug- 
las, Eden, Ftlton, Finley, Forney, Fort, Gibson, 
Glover, Goodei Cunter, A. H. Hamilton, J. T. 
Harris, Hartridge, Barlzell, Hatcher, Henile, 
Hereford, A. S. Hewdtt, Hill, House, T. L. 
Jones, Kehr, Lamar, F. Landers, Lane, Levy, 
B. B. Lewis, Luttrell, L. A. Mackey, Maish, 
McFarland, Metcalfe, Milliketi, Mills, MutchUr, 
New, J. Phelps, Ptper, Randall, Reagan, A. V. 
Rice, Riddle, W. M. Robbins, M. Ross, Scales, 
Schleicher, Singleton. W. E. Smith, Southard, 
spencer. Springer, Stone, Terry, C. P. Thompson, 
P. F. Thomas, Throckmorton, Tucker, Tumey, 
J. L. Vance. R. S. Vance, Waddell, Warren, 

E. Wells. WMtehouse, Wigginton, J. miliams, 
J. N. Williams', C. Young-^'&. 
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The text of the "Wheeler Mjustmeut" 
of Atfairs In Louisiana.* 

New Orleans, March, 1875. 
Whereas, It is desirable to adjust the difficul- 
ties growing out of the general election in this 
State, in 1872, the action of the Returning Board 
in declaring and promulgating the results of the 
general election, in the month of November last, 
and the organization of the. House of Represen- 



tatives, on the 4th day of January last, such bA 
justment being deemed necessary io the re-estab- 
lishment of peace and order in this State. 

Now, therefore, the undersigned members of 
the Conservative painty, claiming to have been 
elected members of the House of Representatives, 
and that their certificates of election have been 
illegally withheld by the Returning Board, 
hereby severally agree to submit their claims to 
seats in the House of Representatives to the 
award and arbitrament of Geoige F. Hoar, Wil- 
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1 m A 'VMi 1 Wlliam P Frye, Charles 
Fat -WUmWlt Ph Ip Clarkson N. Pot- 
t and S m 1 S M rsh 11 ho are hereby 
aulh d t m n nd d t rmine the Same 
upon Ih q 1 es f h 1 ases ; and when 

snch awards shall be made, we hereby severally 
agree to abide by the same ; 

And such of us as may become members of 
rhe House of Representatives, under this arrange- 
ment, hereby severally agree to sustain by our 
influence and votes the joint resolution herein- 
aftet set forth. 

[Here follow the signatures of Ihe Democrats 
who claimed that their certificates of election as 
members of (he House of Eepreseatatives had 
been illegally withheld by the Returning Board.] 

And the undersigned claiming to luive been 
elected Senators from the Eighth and Twenty- 
Second Senatorial Districts, hereby agree to sub- 
mit Iheir claims lo the foregoing award and ar- 
uitciiment, and in all respects to abide the re- 
.sults of the same. 

[Here follow the signatures of the Democrats, 
*ho made a like claim as to seats in the Senate,! 

And the undersigned, holding certificates of 
election from the Retmning Board, hereby sev- 
erally agree that upon the coming in of the 
award of the foregomg arbibrators they will, when 
the same shall have been ratified by the report 
of the Committee on Elections and Qualifications 
of the body in session at the State House claim- 
ing to be the House of Representatives, attend 
the sitdng of the said House for the purpose of 
adopting said report, and if said report shall be 
adopted, and the memlwrs embraced in ihe fore- 
going report shall be seated, then the under- 
signed severally agree that immediately upon the 
aifoption of said report they will vote for the fol- 
lowing joint resolution : 

[Here follow the signatures of the Democratic 
lembers of the House of Representatives in re- 
«ition to whose seats there was no controversy.] 

Resolved, by the General Assembly of the Stale 
of Loaisiaita, That said Assembly, without 
approving the same, will not distuiii the present 
Slate Government claiming to have been elected 
in 1873, known as the Kell<^ Government, or 
seek to impeach the Governor for any past ofiicial 
acts, and that henceforth it will accord to ss' ' 
Governor all necessary and legitimate support 
maintaining the laws and advancbg the peace 
and prosperity of the people of this State ; and 
that Uie House of Representatives, as to its mem 
bers, as constituted under Ihe award of George F 
Hoar, W A Wheeler, W P Frye, Charles Fos 
ter, Samuel S MarshaU, Clarkson N Potter and 
William Walter Phelps, shall remain without 
change etcept by resignation or death of 
bers unbl a new general election, and that the 
Senate, as now organized, shall also remam un 
changed extcpt so far as that body shall make 
changes on conteats 

New York, Marih 13, 1875 
The undersigned haiing been requested 
examine the claims of the persons hereinafter 
named to seats m the Semte ind House of Rep 
ss of the Slite of Louisiana and hai mg 



examined the returns and the evidence relating 
lo such claims, are of opinion, and do hereby 
find, award and determine, that F. S, Goode is 
entitled to a seat in the Senate from the Twenty- 
second Senatorial District; and that J. B. Elant 
is not entitled to a seat in the Senate from the 
Eighth Sehatorial District; and that the follow- 
ing named persons are entitled to seats in the 
House of Representatives from the following 
named parishes respectively ; From the Parish of 
Assumption, R. R. Beasely, E. F. X. Diigas; 
from the Parish of Bienville, James Brice ; from 
the Parish of De Soto, J. S. Scales. Charles Schu- 
from the Parish of Jackson, E. Kidd; from 
Parish of Rapides, James Jeffries, R. C. 
Luckett, G. W. Stafford; from Ihe Parish of 
Terrebone, Edward McCollum, W. H. Keyesj 
from the Parish of Winn, Geoi^e A. Kelley. 
And that the following named persons are nid 
entitled to seats which they claim from the fol- 

owing named parishes respectively, but that the 
^lersons now holding seats from said parishes are 
entitled to retain the seats now held by them; 
from the Parish of Avoyelles, J. O. Quinn ; frOm 
the Parish of Iberie, W. F. Schwing ; from the 
Parishof Caddo, A. D. Land, T. R. Vanghan,J, 
J. Horan, We are of opinion that no person is 

mtitled to a seat from the Parish of Grant. 
In regard to most of the cases, the undersigned 

re unanimous; as to the others the decision is 
that of a majority. 

Gehrge F. Hoar, 
W. A. Wheeler, 
W. P. Feye, 
Charles Foster, 
Clarkson N. Potter, 
William Walter Phelps, 
Samuel S. Marshall, 

Illinois. 

In McPherson's Hand-Book of Politics for 
1874, pp. 200-202, the Railroad Act of May z, 
1873, IS given in full. It remains unchanged, 
except that section 8 thereof has been striSteo 
out, and this substituted for it, by act of March 
26, 1S74, in force July I, 1S74: 
Section 8. 

Schedules. — The Railroad and Warehouse 
Commissioners are hereby directed to make, fot 
each of the railroad corporations doing business 
In this State, as soon as practicable, a schedule 
of reasonable maximum rates of charges for the 
transportation of passengers and freights and cars 
on each of said railnxids , and said schedule 
shall, in all mils brought against any such rail 
road corporations, wherem is in any way m- 
volved the charges of any such railrotd corpora- 
tion for the transportation of any passenger or 
freight or cars or unjust disciiminiUion m relation 
thereto, be deemed and taken m all courts of 
this State as prima facie evidence that the rates 
therein fixed are reasonable mTtimum rates of 
charges for the transportation of passengers and 
freights and cars upon the railroads for which 
said schedules may have been respectively pr&- 

Said commissioners shall from time to time, 
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When any schedule shall have been made or 
revised, as aforesaid, it shall be the duty of said 
commissioners to cause publication (hereof to be 
made for three sutcessive weeks, in some public 
newspaper published in the city of Springfield, in 
this State. 

All such schedules, heretofore or hereafter 
made, purporting to be printed and published as 
aforesaid, shall be received and held in all such 
suits as prima facie. The schedules of sdd 
commissioners, without further proof than the 
production of the schedule desirfS to be used as 
evidence, with a certificate of the railroad and 
warehouse commissionera that the same is a true 
copy of a schedule prepared by them for the 
railroad company or corporation' therein named, 
and that the same has been published ss required 
by law, stating the name of the paper in which 
the same was published, together with the date 
of such publication. 

WlscouBin. 

On pages 202-205, "^ McPherson's Hand- 
Book of Politics for 1874, will be found in full a 
copy of the Railroad Law of 1874, popularly 
known as the " Potter Law." 

At the late session of the Legislature a new 
act was passed, popularly known as the " Vance 
Law," which repealed ten of the nineteen sec- 
tions of the " Potter Act," and substituted others 
in their stead. A comparison of the two acts 
will show the points of difference. The new act 
passed the Senate — yeas 20, nays 7 ; the Hotrea 
— yeas 56, nays 30; and was approved by Gov- 
ernor LtJDDlNGTON, February 24, 1876. 

Below is a digest of the various Railroad Laws 
(of 1874, 1875 and 1876), now in force in that 
State, as prepared and printed by the Raihoad 
Commissioner ; 

Section i . Within ten days after the passagi 
and publication of this act, the governor, by and 
with the consent of the senate, shall appoint a 
railroad commissioner, who shall hold his office 
for the term of two years from the fifteenth day 
of February, and until his successor is appointed 
-■' • ~ ■• eafter, th. 



and qualified. Every b 






governor, by and with the advice and consent of 
die senate, shall appoint a railroad commissioner, 
who shall hold his office for the term of two 
years, and until his successor shall be appointed 
and qualified. And the nomination of railroad 
commissioner shall hereafter be sent to the s 
by the governor during the month of January, 
immediately preceding the beginning of such 
commissioner's term of office. The governor 
shall have power to remove such commissi 
and appoint another to fill the vacancy, al 
time in his discredon. No person owning any 
bonds, stock or property in any raihoad company, 
or who is in the employment of, or in any way 
manner pecuniarily interested in any raihoad cc 
poration, shall be so awointed. 

Sec. 2. The railroad commissioner shall i 
quire into any neglect or violation of the laws of 
Ciis State by any railroad corporation doing busi- 
ness therein, or by the officers, agents, or employ- 
ees thereof, and shall also, from time to time, 
carefully examine and inspect the condition of 
each railroad in the Slate, and of its equipment. 



the manner of its conduct and management 
with relation to the public safety and convenience. 
He shall also examine and ascertain the peeimi- 
ary condition and the manner of financial man- 
igemenl of each and every railroad corporation 
loing business in this State. 

Sec. 3. To enable sMd commissioner to make 
the report and return required by section twelve 
(12), of the act of whidi this is amendatory, the 
president or managing officer of each railroad 
corporation in the State, shall annually make to 
the railroad commissioner, in the month of Oc o- 
ber, such returns and in the form he may pre- 
icribe, as will afford tlie information required for 
lis said official report. Such returns shall be 
verified by the oath of the officer making them, 
and any ridlroad corporation whose return shall 
not be made, as herein prescribed, within the 
month of October, shall be liable to a penalty of 
one hundred dollars (Sioo) for each and eveir 
day after the thirty-first day of October that such 
return shall be wilfully delayed or refused. 

Sec. 4. Said railroad commissioner shall, during 
the month of January in each year, ascertain and 
make return to the State Treasm-er, as hereinafter 
provided, ist. The actual cost of each railroad 
in this State up to and including the 31st day of 
the next preceding December, and 5 sach r^l- 
road shall be partly in and partly out of this State, 
then the actual cost of so much thereof as is iu 
this Slate. 2d. The total gross receipts resulting 
from the operation of every such railroad during 
the next preceding year ending on the 31st day 
of December, or that part of the same which is in 
this State. 3d. The total net earnings resulting 
from the operation of any such railroad during 
the next preceding year, ending on the 31st day 
of December, or that part of the same which is in 
this State. 4th. The total mterest-bearing in- 
debtedness of the company owning or operating 
such railroad, and the amount of interest paid by 
such company during the next preceding year 
ending on the 31st day of December, and if any 
part of such indebtedness has been incurred in 
consequence of the construction, maintenance, 
repair, removal, or operation of any part of such 
railroad which is not in this State, or for equip- 
ment for such part, such railroad commissioner 
shall ascertain and determine in such manner as 
he shall think just and eqnitable how much of 
its indebtedness is justly chargeable to that part 
of said railroad that is m this State, and how 
much interest shall have been paid by such com- 
pany during such year ending on the 31st day of 
the next preceding December, or [on] that part 
of such indebtedness which is justly chargeable 
to that part of said railroad that is in this State. 
The commissioner shall prescribe the form and 
manner in which all reports required from railroad 
companies under the provisions of this act shall 
be made, aud suitable blanks for that purpose, as 
by said commissioner directed, shall be provided 
by the Secretary of State. The record of said 
commissioner shall at all times be open to inspec- 
tion by the Governor, Secretary of State, Attorney- 
General, and Legislature. 

Sec. 5. Said railroad commissioner shall have 

Sower to administer oaths or affirmations, to send 
ir persons or papers under such regulations as he 
may prescribe, and shall at any and all times have 
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access to nay nnd al! books and papers in an; 
railroad office, kept for and used in any railroad 
office, by any railroad company in this State. 

Sec. 6. Swd railroad commissioner, in making 
any examination as contemplated in this act, for 
tbe purpose of obtaining information pursuant to 
this act, shall have power to issue subpoenas ^ 
the attendance of witnesses by such rules as he 
may prescribe. In case any person shall will- 
fully fail or refuse to obey such subpcena, it shall 
be die duty of the Orcuit Court of any county, 
upon the application of the said commissioner, to 
issue an attachment for such witness and compel 
such witness to attend before the commissioner 
and give his testimony upon such matters as shall 
be lawfully required by such commissioner, and 
ssud court shall have power to punish for con- 
tempt as in other cases of refusal to obey the pro- 
cess and order of snch Court. 

Sec. 7- Any person who shall willfully neglect 
or refuse to obey the process of sobpcena issued 
by said commissioner, and appear and testify as 
therein required, shall be deemed guilty of a mis- 
demeanor, and shall be liable to arraignment and 
trial in any Conrt of eoni|«tent jurisdiction, and 
on conviction thereof shall be punished for such 
ofiense by Gne not less than fifty dollars nor more 
than five hundred dollars, or by imprisonment of 
not more than thirty days, or both, in the dis- 
cretion of the Court before which such conviction 
shall be had. 

Sec. 8. No railroad corporation shall charge, 
e from any person, company. 






ion for the tr 



property, a greater sum than it shall at the 
time charge, demand, or receive from any other 
person or corporation for a like service from the 

charge or receive a larger sum per car-load, from 
one person, than any other, shipping from the 
same place ; but this last provision shall not ap- 
ply to shipments from connecting points. 

Sec. 9- No ndlroad corporation shall chaise, 
demand, or receive from any person, company, or 
corporation, an unreasonable price for the trans- 
portation of persons or property, or for the hand- 
ling or storing of any freight, or for the use of its 
cars, or for any privilege or service afforded by it 
in the transaction of its business as a railroad cor- 

Sec. io. It shall be the duty of any railroad 
corporation, when within their power so to do, 
and upon reasonable notice, to furnish suitable 



kinds of freight, and to receive and transport 
such freight with all reasonable dispatch, and to 
provide and keep suitable facilities for the receiv- 
ing and handling the same at any depot on the 
line of its road. 

Sec. II. Any railroad corporation who shall 
violate any of the provisions of this act as to ex- 
tortion or unjust discrimination, or the provisions 
hereof establishing rates, shall forfeit for each 
and every offense to the company, person, or cor- 
poration aggrieved thereby, three times the actual 
damage sustained, together with the costs of suit, 
to be recovered in a civil action therefor, and all 
prosecutions shall be made at the expense of the 
State; and it shall be the duty of said railroad 



citizen of th St t t t g th t y 
railroad corporation has 1 d j f th p 

of this act, and pe fy g Ih I m 
plained of, to investig t h II g d It 
and if on such exam t h h II h d h 
compliunt well found d 
tion, report the facts t i 
thereupon it shall be th 
general lo prosecute d mpi i i m 
pense of the State f hb fi fthpaty 
ggrieved. 
Sec. 12. Norailro d p f h 11 1 

date the stock, property f h f h 
poralion with, or lea or pur has h w k 
franchises of, or in any way control any other 
railroad corporation owing or having underjls 
control a parallel or competing line; nor shall 
any officer of such railroad corporalion act as the 
officer of any other railroad corporation, owning 
or having the control of parallel or competing 
lines, and the question whether such railroads 
are parallel or coinpefing lines shall, when de- 
manded by the complainant, be decided by a jiiiy 
as in other civil issues ; provided, that the provis- 
ions of this section shall not apply to any con- 
tracts now existing, where one corporation hus 
become responsible for the liabilities of another, 
either by advances heretofore made or by the 
guarantee of bonds previous to the passage of this 
act; nor shall it apply to any railroad corporation 
which, prior to the passage of this act, shall have 
been authorized to purchase or hold slock in any 
other railroad corporation. 

Sec. 13. No president, director, officer, agent 
or employee of any railroad or transportation 
company, shall be interested directly or indi- 
rectly in the fimiishing of material or supplies to 
such company, or in the business of transpor- 
tation as a common carriw of freights or passen- 
gers, over the lines owned, leased, controlled, or 
operated by such company. 

Sec. 14. In the construction of this act, the 
phrase railroad shall be construed to include all 
railroads and railways operated by steam, and 
whether operated by the corporation owning 
them, or by other corporations, or otherwise. 
The phrase railroad corporation shall be con- 
strued to mean the corporation which constructs, 
maintains, or operates a railroad operated by 

Sec. 15. The Qiicago, Milwaukee and St. 
Paul Railway Company shall file with the ridl- 
road commissioner, before the day when this act 
shall take effect, the regular published schedule 
of their tariff rates for the transportation of per- 
sons and property, which was in force on their 
railroads on the 15th day of June, A. D. 1872, 
duly verified by the oath of uie general freight 
agent of said company thereto attached, and that 
company and the Western Union Railroad Com- 
pany, and the Chicago and Northwestern Rail- 
way Company, shall not demand, collect, or 
receive a greater compensation for the transpor- 
tation of persons and property than is fixed in 
such schedule for corresponding distances. This 
provision shall also apply to such lines of rail- 
roads as have been built and put into operation 
by either of said companies and operated under 
lease or otherwise, since the date above men- 
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tioneJ ; provided, that tiie Chicago, Milwaukee 
ajid SI. Paul Rdlway Company, and the Western 
Union Railroad Company, and the Chicago and 
Northwestern Railway Company, shall sell at all 
ticket station*, on ihdr respective lines, within 
this State, tickets for live hundred mites, which 
shall be transfecable ; also round-trip tickets, 
good fM first-dass passengers to and from any 
station within (his State, on their respective lines 
of road, at a uniform rate of three cents per 
mile ! and provided further, that no railroad cor- 
poration *shalt be compelled to accept less than 
five cents for the transportation of any passenger 
between any points. 

Sec, 1 5. All the powers, duties and privileges 
conferred on the board of railroad commissioners 
by the acts to which this act is amendatory, and 
not herein repealed, are hereby conferred on the 
r^lroad commissioner to be appointed under the 
provisions of this aet. 

Sec. 17. The commissioner shall have the 
right of passing, in the performance of his duties 
concerning railroads, on all ra^ways and railway 
Rains in (his State, free of charge. 

Sec. iS. Nothing cont^ned mthis act shall be 
taken as in any manner abridging or controlling 
the rates for freight charged by any railroad com- 

Sany in this State for carrying freight which comes 
•Ota beyond the bounda of he S a e and to 
be carried across or th ough the Sta but said 
railroad company shall pos e the same power 
and right to charge su h a s fo arty g such 
freight as they posses ed befo e he passage of 
this act. 

Sec. 19. All those ra Iroad ompin whose 
lines of road are now m omple e o are n process 
of construction, and to aid in the building of 
Which the general government has donated grants 
of land, and which are not exempted from taxa- 
tion on said lands for the next five years, are 
hereby exempted from the payment of the license 
fees required by law fot said five years. 

Sec. ao. Before entering upon the duties of 
his odice, said commissioner shall make and sub- 
scribe and fUe with the secretary of sti 
davit ill the following form : 'H do solemnly 
swear (or affirm) that I will support the 
tioo of the United States and the constil 
the State of Wisconsin, and that I will faithfully 
discharge the duties of railway commissi! 
cording to the best of my ability ; that I 
a stockhotder, officer, or employee of any ndlroad 
or freight company, or in any way interested 
thereini" aild shall enter into bonds, with secu- 
rity to be approved by the governor, in the sum 
of twenty thousand dollars, conditioned for the 
faithful perrormsnce of his duty as such commis- 

Sec. 21. The commissioner appointed under 
the provisions of this act shall receive for his ser- 
vices the sum of three thousand dollars per an- 
num, payable monthly, at the end of each month, 
and three dollars per day for traveling expenses, 
for each and every day actually traveled in the 
performance of the duties hereby required. He 
shall be furnished with all ofBce-furniture and 
stationery, and necessary books and maps, at the 
expense of the State ; and the said commissioner 
is hereby authorised and empowered to employ a 
derU at an annual salary of twelve hundred doU 



lals, payable at the end of each month. The of- 
fice of said commissioner shall be kept at Madi- 
'u, and all sums of money authorized to he paid 
by this act, out of the state treasury, shall be paid 
only on the order of the governor ; provided, ihat 
(he total sums of money to be expended by said 
ler for office-rent, furniture, and sta- 
iionery, shall in no case exceed the total sum of 
eight hundred dollars per annum. 

■Jec. 22. Sections one, two, three, four, five, 
, seven, eight, thirteen, and fourteen, of chap- 
273, of the laws of 1874, of which this is 
amendatory; chapter 341, of the laws of 1S74, 
entitled, "An act in relation to railroads ;" chap- 
334, of the laws of 1875, entitled, "An act to 
amend chapter 273, of the laws of 1874, entitled, 
' an act relating to railroad, express, and tele- 
graph companies in the State of Wisconsin,' " 
and the 6rat section of chapter 113, of the laws 
of 1875, are hereby repealed ; provided, that no- 
thing herein contained shall in any manner affect 
any litigation now pending in any of the courts 
of this State, or any court or courts of the United 
States. 

Female Attorney. 

In House. 
1876, June 20— A bill fH. R. 2622) provid- 
ing that every person shall be entitled to be ad- 
milted in every court of the United States to 
practice as an attorney and counselor at law and 
solicitor in chancery, who may be properly qual- 
ified according to law, without regard to sex, 
was reported back from the Judiciary Committee, 
with an adverse report. And the bill was ac- 
cordingly laid on the table. 

IVoman SuSVage. 

1876, February 23,— In the Massachusetts Sen- 
ate, the Committee on Woman Sufih^e reported 
this bill : 
An Act to secure to Women the right to Vote on 

Municipal Affairs in Cities and Tovras, and to 

hold Municipal Offices. 

Be it enacted ty the Senate and House of 
Sepresettlatives, in General Court assembled, 
and by the aitthorify of the same, as follows : 

Sec. I. Every woman who is a citizen of this 
Commonwealth, of twenty-one years of age and 
upwards, and has the educational qualifications 
required by the twentieth article of the amend- 
ments to the constitution (excepting paupers and 
persons Under guardianship), who shall have re- 
sided within this Commonwealth one year, and 
within the city or town in which she seeks a 
right to vote, six months preceding any meeting 
of citizens, either in wards or in general meeting 
for municipal purposes, and who shall have paid 
by herself, or her parents, or guardian, a state or 
county, city or town tax, which within two years 
netit preceding such meeting has been assessed 
upon her in any idty or town, shall have a right 
to vote at such town and dty meetings for town 
and city officers, and upon all questions concern- 
ing municipal affairs, and to hold any city or 
tovra office to which she may be elected or ap- 
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March 3 — The Ml was defeated — yeas II, 
nays rg. 

1876, June 20 — The Connecticut House of 
Eepreseiitatives, by a vote of one hundred and 
sin yeas to seventy nays, passed a bill providing 
that women who pay taxes on property worth 
five tiundred dollars, and which they own, shall 
have a right to vote at; local elections at any time 
within one year after they have paid their taxes. 

1876, Janaaiy 25— In Senate of the U. S., Mr. 
Sargent presented a petition of women, citizens 
of the United Sates, praying the establishment 
of a government in the District of Columbia 
which shall secure to women the right to vote; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

CoDstltntlonal Amendmeitts In Con- 
necticut. 

Ill addition to the record given (pp. 98, 99), 
the legislature which recenliy adjourned passed 
five proposed amendments to the Constitution of 
the State, which go over to the next legislature, 
and' will requite therein a two-thirds- majority, 
before being submitted to the people. Their titles 
are as follow : 

Amendment prohibiting special legislation on 
corporations, county seats, voting jSices, rail- 
roads, etc. 

Amendment prohibiting extra pay to public 
officers. 

Amendment limiting each town to one repre- 

Amendraent increasing the senatorial districts 
to 27 or 31. 

Amendment prohibiting use of money in 



B«sc1ndlng a Jt^olntioii of Censure. 
Foiif-IUrd Congress, Second Sesslon> 

1875, March 3— Mr. Scofield submitted this 
resolution, which was agreed to : 

Whereas the House of Representatives, on the 
30th day of April, 1862, adopted a resolution 
censuring Simon Cameron for certain irregular 
proceedings as Secretary of War in the matter of 
purchaang military supplies at the outbreak of 
the rebellion; and whereas on the z6th day of 
the ensuing month the then President of the 
United States, Abraham Lincoln, in a special 
message to Congress, assumed for the Executive 
Department of the Government the full responsi- 
bility of Ihe proceedings compiuned of, declaring 
in said message that he should be wanting equally 
in candor and in justice if he should leave the 
censure to rest exclnsively or chiefly on Mr. Cam- 
eron, and added that it was due to Mr. Cameron 
to say that, although he fully approved the pro- 
ceedings, they were not moved nor su^ested by 
him, and that not only the President but all the 
other heads of Departments were at least equally 
responsible with him for whatever error, wrong, 
or fault was committed in the premises ; there- 

Resohied, That this House, as an act of per- 
son^ justice to Mr. Cameron and as a correct' 
of its own records, hereby directs that said rt 
Intion be resdnded, and that "reacission" he 



teted on the margin of the Journal who'e said 
resoludon is recorded. 

[For copy of President Lincoln's Message, 
relcrred to, and resolution, see McPherson's Re- 
bellion, p. 333.] 

The Law (joTcrnlng Section of Keprcsen- 
ta tires in Congress. 

All the Representatives in Congress are now 
elected on the lirst Tuesday after the first Monday 
in November, except in the States of INDIANA, 
Maine, and Ohio, and for the alternate Con- 
gresses in Iowa. 

The law of the United Stales on the subject is 
as follows ; 

February 2, 1872, a law was passed establish- 
ing the Tuesday next after the first Monday in 
November, 1876, as the day for ttie election of 
Representatives a^id Delegates in the Forty-fifth 
Congress ; and the Tuesday next after the first 
Monday in November, in every second year there- 
after, for the election of succeeding Congresses. 

March 3, 1875, a law was passed modifying 
the above " so as not to apply to any State that 
has not yet changed its day of election, and whose 
Constitution must be amended in order to effect 
a change in the day of the election of State officers 
in said State." 

The proposed new Constitution of OHIO — in 
which the day of election was changed to Novem- 
ber—having been voted down August 18, 1S74, 
this section relieved that difScidty. Indiana 
and Maine were the only other States to which 
its terms applied. Connecticut has since March 
3, 187s, by Constitutional Amendment fixed its 
election for Slate officers on the same day in 
November, and New Hampshire did at the late 
session of the Legislature, The Constitution of 
Iowa is peculiar, ui providing that in Presidential 
years, members of Congress and State officers 
shall be elected on the day of the Presidential 
election, and on the alternate years, on the second 
Tuesday of October. Thus members of the 
Forty-fifth Congress will be chosen in that State 
in November, 1876; of Forty-sixth, in October, 
1878. 

By act of 28th February, 1871, ail votes for 
Representatives in Congress must t)e by written 
or printed ballot; and all votes allowed or re- 
ceived contrary to this section shall be of no 



Rhode Island. 

The proposed amendments printed on page 
115 were ratified by the late General Assembly, 
June 14, 1876, the first-named in the Senate \e} 
a vote of 28 to o, and in the House 46 to 21. 
The second-named was ratified in the Senate 27 
to I, and in the House 51 to r6. The last-named 
was ratified in the Senate, yeas 28, nays o, andin 
the House, yeas 66, nayso. These amendments 
ate to be voted on, November 7, 1876, and if ap- 
proved by three-fifths of the electors voting, will 
become a part of the Constitution. 

Changes in List of Congressmen. 

Knee pages 138-140 have been stereotyped, 
the following chaigea have taken place : 
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In House— Wintbrop W, Ketchum, of Penn- 
sylvania, .esigned July 19, 1876, to accept the 
Judgeship of the United States for the Western 
District of that State. 

Edmund W. M. Mackey was unseated, July 
19, 1B76, by a vote of the House — the seat being 
declared vacant. 

John Goode, July 28, 1876, was voted — yeas 
105, nays 99 — entitled to hold a seat as aRepre- 
sentative from Virginia, (he majority of the com- 
mittee on elections Iiaving reported that Hon. 
James H. Piatt, jr., was ddy elected. 

Josiah G. Abbott, of Massachusetls, qualified 
July 2S, 1876, in place of Mr. Frost, unseated 
July 14, by a vote of 102 to jg. 

President (imut's Mesaa^ Bespecting ttie 
ProvisloDS of tbe Snndry Civil Appro- 
yriaUon Act, July 81, 1876. 

To tht House of Represenlatkies : 

The act making appropriations for sundcy civil 
expenses of (he Government for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1877, is so defective in what it 
omits to provide for that I cannot announce its 
approval without at the same time pointing out 
what seem to be its defects. It mattes but inad- 
equate provision for the service at best, and in 
some instances fails to make any provision what- 

Notably among the first class is the reduc- 
tion in the ordinary annual appropriations for the 
revenue- cutter service, to the prejudice of the 

The same may be sdd of the Signal Service, 
as also the failure to provide for Sie increased 
expenses devolved upon (he mints and assay of- 
fices by recent l^istation, and thus tending to 
defeat the objects of that legislation. 

Of this class, also, ore public buildings, for the 
protection, preservation, and completion of which 
there is no adequate appropriation, while the sum 
of £100,000 only is appropriated for the repairs 
of the different navy-yards and stations and the 
preservation of the sam th d ary d 
tomary appropriatioi f wh h ar 1 1 ih 
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The provision fo th d ry ] 
penses is much less th tb es t 
for that important rv th t 
tures of the last fisc 1 y ar d th en □ 
mands of the current y 

The provision for th p f th urv y 

of public lands Is le th h If f h 1 

appropriation for th t i wh t 

derstiXHl to be its actual demands. 

Reduction in the expenditures for light-houses, 
beacons, and fog-stationa is also made in similar 
proportion. 

Of the class for which no appropriation is 
made, among the most noticeable, perhaps, is 
that portion of the general expenses of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, on behalf of^the United States, 
as appropriated in former years, and the judg- 
ments of the Court of Oaims. The failure to 
make a reasonable contribution to the expenses 
of the nation's capital is an apparent dereliction 
on the part of the United States, and rank injus- 



tice to the people here who bear the burdens; 
while to refuse or neglect to provide for the pay- 
ment of solemn judgments of its own courts is, 
apparently, to repudiate. Of a different charac- 
ter, but as prqiidicial to the Treasury, is the 
omission to make provision to enable the Secre- 
taiy of the Treasury to have the rebel archives 
and records of captured and abandoned property 
examined and information furnished theiefrora 
for the use of (he Government. 

Finally, without fiulher specification of detail, 
it may be said that the act which in its title pur- 
ports to make provision for a diverse and greatly 
extended civil service, unhappily appropriates an 
amount not more than 65 per cent, of its ordi- 
nary demands. 

The legislative department establishes and de- 
fines the service, and devolves upon the Execu- 
tive Departments the obligation of submitting 
annually the needful estimates of expenses of 
such service. Congress properly exacts implicit 
obedience to the requirements of the law in the 
administration of the public service, and rigid 
accounlabilily in the expenditures therefor. It 
is submitted that a corresponding responsibility 
and obligation rests upon it to maie the adequate 
appropriations to render possible such administra- 
tion, and tolerable such exaction. Anything 
short of an ample provision for a specified service 
is necessarily fraught with disaster to the public 
interests, and is a positive injustice to those 
charged with its execution. 

To appropriate and to execute are correspond- 
ing obhgations and duties, and the adequacy of 
the former is the necessary meastu^ of the effi- 
ciency of the execution. 

In this eighth month of the present session of 
Congress— nearly one month erf' the fiscal year to 
which this appropriation applies having passed — 
I do not feel warranted in vetoing an absolutely 
necessary appropriation bill ; but in signing it I 
deem it a duty to show where the responsibility 
beloi^ for whatever embarrassments may arise 
in the execution of the trust confided fo me. 

U. S. Grant. 

Executive Mansion, yufy 31, 1876. 

President Grant's Slessage relating to the 
Slaughter of American Cltfzeos at Ham- 
burg, Honih CaroUua, August 1, 1ST6> 

To the Senate of the United States : 

In response to the resolution of the Senate of 
July 20, 1 876, calling upon the President to com- 
municate to the Senate, if in his opinion not in- 
compatible with the public interest, any informa- 
tion in r^ard to tbe slaughter of American citi- 
zens at Hamburg, South Carolina, I have the 
honnt to submit the following inclosures, to wit : 

No. I. Letter of the 22d of July, 1876, from 
Governor D; H, Chamberlain, of South Carolina, 

No. 2. My reply thereto. 

No, 3. Report of Hon, William Stone, attor- 
ney-general of South Carolina. 

No. 4. Report of General H. W. Purvis, ad- 
jutant and inspector-general of South Carolina. 

No. 5 . Copy of evidence taken before a coro- 
ner's jury investigating facts relating to the Ham- 
burg 
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No. 6. Printed copy of slafement of M. C. But- 
ler, of South Carolina. 

No. 7. Printed letter from the same to the edi- 
tors of the Journal of Commerce. 

No. 8. Copy of letter from Governor Chamber- 
lain to Hon. T. J. Robertson. 

No. 9. An address to the American people by 
the colored citizens of Charleston, South Caro- 

No. 10. An address by a committee appointed 
at a convention of leading representatives of Co- 
lumbia, South Carolina. 

No. II. Copy of letter of July 15, 1876, from 
the district attorney of Mississippi to the Attorney- 
General of the United States. 

No. 12, Letter from same to same. 

No. 1 3. Copy of report of a grand jury lately 
in session in Oxford, Mississippi. 

These incliBures embrace all the information 
in my possession touching the late disgraceful 
and brutal slaughter of unoffending men at the 
town of Hamburg, South Carolina. My letter to 
Governor Chamberlain contains all the comments 
I wish to make on the subject. As allusion is 
made in that letter to the condition of other 
States, and particularly to Louisiana and Missis- 
sippi, 1 have added to the incSosures letters and 
testimony in regard to the lawless condition of a 
portion of the people of the latter State. 

In regard to Louisiana afWrs, murders and 
massacres of innocent men for opinion's sake, or 
on account of eoior, have been of too recent date 
and of too frequent occurrence to require recapit- 
ulation or testimony here. All ace familiar with 
their horrible details, the only wonder being that 
so many justify them or apologize for them. 

But recently a committee of the Senate of the 
United States visited the State of Mississippi to 
take testimony on the subject of frauds and vio- 
lence in elections. Their report has not yet been 
made public ; but I await its forthcoming with a 
feeling of confidence that it will fully sustain all 
that I have stated relating to fraud and violence 
in the Stale of Mississippi, 

U. S. Grant. 

Executive Mansion, July 31, 1876. 

The following is the President's letter to Gov. 
Chamberlain, referred to above: 

Executive Mansion, 
Washington, yufyi,6, i8;6. 

Dear Sir; I am in receipt of your letter of 
tlie 22d of July, and all the enclosures enumer- 
ated therein, giving an account of the late bar- 
barous massacre of innocent men at the town ot 
Hamburg, S. C. The views which you express 
as to the duty you owe to your oath of office and 

eluding their right to vote according to the dic- 
tates of their own consciences, and (he further 
duty of the Executive of the nation to give all 
needful aid, when properly called on to do so, to 
enable you to insure this inalienable right, I fully 

The scene at Hamburg, as cruel, blood- 
thirsty, wanton, unprovoked, and as uncalled for 
as it was, is only a repetition of the course thai 
has been pursued in other States within the 
last few years, notably in Mississippi and Louisi- 
ana, Mississippi is governed to-day by official; 
chosen through fraud and violence, such as would 
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scarcely be accredited to savages, much less to 
a civiuied and Christian people. How long 
these things are to continue, or what is to be the 
final remedy, the great Ruler of the Universe 
only knovre. But I have an abiding faith that 
the remedy will come, and come speedily, and I 
earnestly hope that it will come peacefully. 
There has never been a desire on the part of the 
North to humiliate the South; nothing is claimed 
for one Slate that is not freely accorded to all 
others, unless it may be (he right to kill negroes 
and Republicans without fear of punishment and 
ithout loss of caste or reputation. This has 
emed to be a privilege claimed by a few 
States. 

[gain, that I fully agree with you as to 
of your duties in the present emer- 
gency, and as to my duties. Go on, and let every 
Governor, where the same dangers threaten the 
peace of his State, go on in the conscientious dis- 
charge of his duties to the hamblest as well as 
the proudest citizen, and I will give every aid for 
which 1 can find law or constitutional power. A 
;nt that cannot give protection to the life, 
property, and all guaranteed civil rights (in this 

[try the greatest is an untrammeled ballot) to 

:itiien is, in so fiir, a failure, and every energy 
of the oppressed should be exerted (always within 
the law and by constitutional means) to regain 
lost privileges or protection. 

Too long denial of guaranteed rights is sure (o 
lead to revolution, bloody revolution, where suf- 
fering must fall upon the innocent as well as (he 
guilty. Expressing the hope that the better judg- 
ment and co-operation of the citizens of the State 
over which you have presided so ably may enable 
you to secure a fair trial, and punishment of all 
offenders without distinction of race, color, or 
previous condition of servitude, and without aid 
irom the Federal Government, but with the prom- 
ise of such aid. on the conditions named m the 
foregoing, I subscribe myself very respectfully 
yonr obedient servant, 

U. S, Grant. 
To the Hon. D. H. Chamberlain, Governor 
of South Carolina. 

[From the newspapers.] 
Chinese Immigration. — Official returns made 
to the Bureau of Statistics show that during the 
fiscal year ended June 30, 1876, there arrived in 
the United States 22,572 Chinese immigrants, of 
whom only 259 were females. Of this number 
31,262 arrived in San Franriseo, 915 in Oregon 
and 395 in Paget Sound. During the corres- 
ponding period of 1875 the total immigration to 
the United States from China was l5,437, of 
whom 382 were females. This shows an increase 
in 1876 over i8;s of 6,135. 

The State of CoLORADO,~The President, 
in accordance with the provisions of the act of 
Congress, approved March 3, 1875, issued a pro- 
clamation, August I, 1876, declaring and pro- 
claiming the fact ihat the fundamental conditions 
imposed by Congress on tlie State of Colorado to 
entitle that State to admission to the Union, have 
been ratilied and accepted, and that the admission 
of said State into the Union is now complete. 
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Pabllc Debt Statement, Julj 81, 1876. 

This ttilcmcnt is l^ken frum the newip-ipers; 

$ 9B4 KO 650 00 

(i 696 6i5 450 00 
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lichamount ^25,310,349 remained on de- 
August I, 1S75. The additional circuk- 
ssued since January 14, 1875, is SlS,47Si- 
965, of which amount So per cent, in legal ten- 

ing the amount of legil tender notes outstanding 
August 1,1876 S369619228 

ThefoUoning is a statement of the United 
States currency outstanding at that date 

:maDd.l01« _ (66,79s 5° 

LigaL Undo Dat«,ietieBof 1869^" 993 '63^,4^ ra 

L^sl teoder notes aorleE of 1874 6t E^ 554 00 

L^l lendscnoCei, sens of 1375 _ „ ;6 656,109 so 

One^eamotu 1^1863 m » » » 61 045 00 

'^o-yearnolaof iBI^ M _ 1885000 

WD-yearcouponnotetof tS£3 „ „„ 3480000 

ompound idL«rat notu ^ 3^8 620 oo 
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:eTtiticatea of daposEt as providoi by 
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$»,og9,439,344 95 
t ■.■38,033 93 



Bonds issued to the Pacific Railway Compa- 
nies, interest payable in lawful money — Principal 
outstanding, 864,623,512.00; interest accrued 
and not yet paid, 8323,117.56; interest paid by 
the United States, 832,080,218.42; interest re- 
paid by transportation of mails, etc., ^£6,909,- 
204.91 ; balance of interest paid by the United 
States, 825.171,013.51. 

—The 
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national bank notes and legal tender notes under 
the acts of June 20, 1874, and January 14, 1875, 
to August I, 1876. The amount of national bank 
circulation retired and surrendered from January 
14, 1875, to August I, 1876, is 839,697,990. 
The amount issued between the same dates is 
815.475,965, showing a decrease of national 
bank circulation of 824,222,025. The amount 
of legal tender notes deposited from June zo, 
1874 (including 83,813,675 on deposit at that 
date), to August 1, 1876, for the purpose of retir- 
ing national bank circulation, was 861,590,141. 



Constitntioual Amendment. 



1816, April a6.— Mr. Laphau proposed the follou; 
whenever any appropriation bill sha)l have passi 
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Gold Coin in the Treasnry. 

The following letter was presented to the 
House July 31, 1876 

Treasury Department, yuly 29 1876 

SlK I am in receipt of the retolutinn of the 
House of Representatives, dated the 24th instant, 
requesting me to report to the House witlnn one 
week from the passage of the resolution the 
amount of gold com and gold bullion, respect- 
ively, m the Treasury and actually owned by 
the Government with a full detailed statement 
of the amount of gold certificaies outstanding, 
gold interest due and unpaid, called b ands and 
all other obligations payable in gold on demand 
on that date, and in reply I have the honor to 
state that the available coin balance at the close 
of business on the 24th in 



ffir ,-58,^3 



Made up as follows : 



10,456,386 aj 
3 M6,«aj 51 



Leavlrw a balance in 

■.sss DfalUudiohliEalior 

Very respectfiJly, 



.7,378.™ 



M, MORRILL, .! 
sAaiir fire lemfort. House o/Represim 



^preve™hf™ris^ISeri°™d 
s objections to the ponlol.^ 

approved shall apply to tbe 
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XX. 

REPUBLICAN SATIONAL CONVENTION, : 



This body met in Cincvimati, Ohio, on the 
14th of June, in pursuance of the following call : 

TTie next Union Republican National Conven- 
tion far the nomination of candida.tes for Presi- 
dent and Vice.ftesident of the United States will 
be held in the city of Cincinnati, on Wednesday, 
the fo.urteenth day of June, 1876, at la o'clock 
noon, and will consist of delegates from each 
State equal to twice the number of its Senators 
and Representatives in Congress, and of two del- 
egates from each organized Territory and the 
District of Columbia. 

In calKng the conventions for the election of 
delegates, the committees of the several States 
are recommended to invite all Republican elec- 
tors, and all other voters, without regard to past 
political differences or previous party afGliations, 
who are opposed to reviving sectional issues, and 
de^Fe to promote friendly ieeling and permanent 
harmony throughout the country by maintaining 
and enfordng all the consdtutlonal rights of 
every citizen, including the full and free exercise 
of the right of sufirage without intimidation and 
without fraud ; who are in favor of the continued 

Erosecution and punishment of all official dis- 
onesty, and of an economical administration of 
the Government by honest, faithful, and capable 
officers ; who are in favor of malting such re- 
forms in government as experience may from 
time to time suggest ; who are opposed to im- 
pairing the credit of the nation by depreciating 
any of its obligations, and in favor of sustaining 
in every way the national fidth and financial 
honor ; who hold that the common-school system 
is the nursery of American liberty, ajid should be 
maintained absolutely free from sectarian control ; 
who believe that, for the promotion of these ends, 
the direction of (he Government should continue 
to be confided to those who adhere to the prin- 
ciples of 1776, and support them as incorporated 
in the Constitution and the laws ; and who are in 
favor of recognizing and strengthening the fun- 
damental principle of National Unity in this Cen- 
tennial Anniversary of the birth of the Republic. 
E. D. Morgan, Chairman, 
Wm, E. Chandler, Secretary, 
Republican National CommiHie. 

Washington, yanuary 13, 1876, 

At IZ o'clock it was called to order by Edwin 
P. Morgan, of New York, on whose motion, 
after some remarks, Theodoue M, Pomeroy, 
of New York, was elected temporary I^esident. 

On motion, committees were appointed, con- 
sisting of one from each State and Territory, 
elected by the delegations respectively, on Perma- 
nent Organization ; on Rules and Order of Busi- 
ness; on Credentials; and on Resolutions. 

After some time, during which speeches were 
made by John A. Logan, Joseph R. Hawley, 
Edward F. Noyes, Henry Highland Garnet, 
William A. Howard, and Frederick Doug- 
lass, the Committee on Permanent Oi^niiation, 
through Geo. B. Loring, of Massachusetts, re- 
14 



ported a list of officers, who were elected— Ed- 
ward McPkkrson, of Pennsylvania, being the 
permanent President. 

June IS — After some preliminary business, 
John Cessna, of Pennsylvania, from the Commit- 
tee on Rules and Order of Business, reported the 
following rules for the government of the Con- 



RULE I. Upon all subjects before the Con- 

ntion the States shall be called in alphabetical 
order, and next the Territories and the District 
of Columbia, 

Rule 2. Each State shall be entitled to double 
the number of its Senators and Representatives in 
Congress, according to the late apportionment, 
and each Territory and the District of Columbia 
shall be entitled to two votes. The votes of eUk 
delegation shall be reported by its chairman. 

Rule 3. The report of the Committee on Cre- 
dentials ^lall be disposed of before the report of 
the Committee on Platform and Resolutions is 
acted upon, and the report of the Committee of 
Platform and Resolutions shall be disposed of 
before the Convention proceeds to the nomina- 
tion of candidates for President and Vice-Presi- 
dent. 

Rule 4. In making the nominations for Presi- 
dent and Vice-President, in no case shall the Call- 
ing of the roll be dispensed with. When it shall 
appear that any candidate has received the 
majority of the votes cast, the President of the 
Convention shall announce the question to bei 
" Shall the nomination of the candidate be made 
unanimous?" but if no candidate shall have re- 
ceived a majority of the votes, the Chair shall 
direct the vote to be again taken, which shall be 
repeated until some candidate shall have received 
a majority of the votes cast ; and when any State 
has announced its vote it shall so stand until the 
ballot is announced, unless in case of numerical 

Rule 5. When a majority of the delegates of 
any two States shall demand that a vote be re- 
corded, the same shall be taken by States, Terri- 
tories and the District of Columbia ; the Secre- 
tary calling the roll of the States and Territories 
in the order he tat D t of 

Columbia. 

Rule 6. In Ih th atei 

the vote of eac an D trict 

of Columbia, 






e th 



the District of 
Chairman shal 



ed the 



ag 



Rule 7. W us 1 he 

demanded by ty g es rom 

any State, and the demand seconded by two or 
more States, and the call sustained by a majority 
of the Convention, the question will then be pro- 
ceeded with and disposed of according to the 
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rules of the House of RepresentatlveE 



n similar 



Rule 8. No member shall speak more than 
once upon the same question, nor longer than five 
minutes, unless by leave of the Convention; ex- 
cept that del^ates presenting the name of a can- 
didate shall be allowed ten minutes in presenting 
the name of such candidate. 

Rule g. The rules of the House of Rejiresen- 
tatives shall be the rules of this Convention, so 
ftit OS they are applicable, and not inconsistent 
with the foregoing rules. 

Rule lo. A Republican National Committee 
shall be appointed, toconsist of one member from 
eacli State, Territory and District represented in 
this Convention. The roll shail be called, and 
the delegation from each Slate, Territory and 
District 3iall name, through their chairman, a 
person to act as a member of such committee. 

Which were adopted. 

The Committee on Credentials then made re- 



of admitting the Haralson delegation from Ala- 
Itima; the minority, through Charles N. Har- 
ris, of Nevada, in favor of the Spencer del^a- 
tion. The minority report was rejected — yeas 
354, nays 375, and the majority report then adop- 
ted. The Bowen delegation from the District of 
Columbia were seated, and the Conover delega- 
tion from Florida. 

BesoIutionB. 

Joseph R. Hawlky, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee,* reported the following: 

When, in the economy of Providence, this land 
was to be purged of hiunan slavery, and when 
the strength of government of the people, by the 
people, and for the people, was to be demon- 
strated, the Republican party came into power. 
Its deeds have passed into history, and we look 
bacic to them with pride. Incited by their mem- 
ories to high aims for the good of our country and 
mankind, and looking to the future with unfalter- 
ing courage, hope and purpose, we, the repre- 
sentatives of the party in National Convention 
assembled, make the following declarations of 
principles ; 

I. The United States of America is a Nation, 
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._ ., R. C. McCor- 
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league. By the combined workings of the 
National and State Governments, under their re- 

ive constitutions, the rights of every citizen 

ecured, at home and abroad, and the com- 

welfare promoted. 

The Republican party has preserved these 
Governments to the hundredth anniversary of the 
birth, and they are now embodiments 
of the great truths spoken at its cradle— "that all 
men are created equal; that they are endowed 
by their Creator with certain inalienable rights, 
among which are fife, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness; that for the attainment of these ends 
Governments have been instituted among men, 
deriving their just powers from the consent of the 
governed." Until these truths are cheerfully 
obeyed, or, if need be, vigorously enforced, the 
ark of the Republican parly is unfinished. 

3. The permanent pacification of the Southern 
ction of the Union and the complete protection 

of all its citizens in the free enjoyment of all their 
rights, is p. duty to which the Republican party 
stands sadredly pledged. The power to provide 
for the enforcement of the principles embodied in 
the recent constitutional amendments, is vested 
by those amendments in the Congress of the 
United Slates, and we declare it to be the sol- 
m obligation of the legislative and executive 
departments of the Government to put into imme- 
diate and vigorous exercise all their constitutional 
powers for removing any just causes of discontent 
on the part of any class, and for securing lo 
every American citiien complete liberty and ex- 
act equality in the exercise of all civil, political 
and public rights. To this end we imperatively 
demand a Congress and a Chief Executive whose 
courage and fidelity to these duties shall not fal- 
ter until these results are placed beyond dispute 

4. In the first act of Congress signed by Presi- 
dent Grant, the National Government assumed 
to remove any doubts of its purpose to discharge 
all just obligations to the pubhc creditors, and 
" solemnly pledged its faith to make provision at 
the earliest pracdcable period for the redemption 
of the United States notes m coin." Commercial 
jjTOSperity, public morals and National credit de- 
mand that this promise be fulfilled by a continu- 
ous and steady pri^ess to specie payment. 

5. Under the Constitution the President and 
heads of departments ase to make nominations 
for office ; the Senate is to advise and consent to 
appointments, and the House of Representatives 
is to accuse and prosecute faithless officers. The 
best interest of the public service demands liiat 
these distinctions be respected ; that Senators and 
Representatives who ma^ be judges and accusers 
should not dictate appointments to oifice. The 
invariable rule in appointments should have refer- 
ence to Ihe honesty, fidelity and capacity of the 
appointees, giving lo Ihe party in power those 
places where harmony and vigor of adminstration 
require its policy to be represented, but permit- 
ting all others to be filled by persons selected with 
sole reference to the efficiency of the public ser- 
vice, and the right of all citizens to share in the 
honor of rendering faithful service to the coun- 
try. 
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hold all puMic officers to a rig^d responsibility, 
and engage that the prosecution and punishment 
of all who betray official trusts shall be swift. 



States is the bulwark of the American Republic, 
and with a view to its security and permanence 
we recommend an amendment to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States forbidding the applica- 
tion of any public funds or property for the bene- 
fit of any schools or institutions under sectarian 
control. 

8. The revenue necessary for current expendi- 
tures and the obligations of the public debt must 
be largely derived from duties upon importations, 
which, so far as possible, should be adjusted to 
promote the interests of American labor and ad. 
vance the prosperity of the whole country. 

g. We reaffirm our opposition to further grants 
of the public lands to corporations and monopo- 
lies, and demand that the National domain be 
devoted to free homes for the people. 

10. It is the imperative duly of the Government 
so to modify existing treaties with European Gov- 
ernments, that the same protection siudl be af- 
forded to the adopted American citizen that is 

Eiven to the tiative bom ; and that all necessary 
iws should be passed to protect emigrants in the 
absence of power in the States for ttat purpose. 

11. It is the immediate duty of Congress to 
fully investigate the effect of the immigration and 
"mportat' f M ng 1* j th moral 
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it and election of 
tendence of education, charities and other publi 
trusts. The honest demands of this cli^s of 
citizens for additional rights, privileges and im- 
munities ^ould be treated with respectful con- 
sideration. 

13, The Constitution confers upon Congress 
sovereign power over the Territories of the United 
States for their government, and in the exercise 
of this power it is the right and duty of Congress 
to prohibit and extirpate, in the Territories, that 
relic of barbarism— polygamy ; and we demand 
such legislation as shall secure this end and the 
supremacy of American institutions in all the 
Territories. 

14, The pledges which the Nation has given 
to her soldiers and sailors must be fulfilled, and 
a grateful people wilt always hold those who im- 
periled their lives for the country's preservation, 
in the kindest' remembrance. 

15, We sincerely deprecate all sectional feel- 
ing and tendencies. We therefore ^ote with 
deep solicitude that the Democratic party counts, 
as its chief hope of success, upon the electoral 
vote of a united South, secured through the efforts 
of those who were recently arrayed against the 
Nation ; and we invoke the earnest attention of 
the country to the grave truth that a success thus 
achieved would reopen sectional strife and impe- 
ril National honor and human rights. 



l5. We charge the Democratic party with be- 
ing the same in character and spirit as when it 
sympathized with treason ; with making its con- 
trol of the House of Representatives the tritroiph 
and opportunity of the Nation's recent foes; with 
reasserting and applauding in the National Capi- 
tol the sentimentsof unrepentant rebellion; with 
sending Union soldiers to the rear, and promot- 
ing Confederate soldiers to the front ; with delib- 
erately proposing to repudiate the plighted faith 
of the Government ; with being equally false and 
imbecile upon the overshadowing financial ques- 
tions; with thwarting the ends of justice by its 
partisan mismaui^ements and obstruction or in- 
vestigation; with proving itself, through the 
period of its ascendency in the Lower House of 
Congress, utterly incompetent to administer the 
Government ; and we warn the country against 
trusting a party thus alike unworthy, recreant and 
incapable. 

17. The National Administration merits com- 
mendation for its honorable work in the man- 
agement of domestic and foreign affairs, and 
IVesident Grant deserves the continued hearty 
gratitude of the American people for his patri- 
otism and his eminent services, in war and In 

18. We present as our candidates for President 
and Vice-President of the United States two dis- 
tinguished statesmen, of eminent ability and 
character, and conspicuously fitted for those high 
offices, and we confidently appeal to the Ameri- 
can people to intrust the administration of their 
public affeirs to Rutherford B. Hayes and Wil- 
ham A. Wheeler. 

[The last resolution was adopted after the 
nominations were made, on motion of Mr. SMITH, 
of New York.] 

Upon the reading of the resolutions, 

Edward L. Pierce, of Massachusetts, moved 
to strike out the eleventh resolution ; which, after 
debate, was disagreed to — yeas 215, nays 532. 

Edmund J. Davis, of Texas, moved to strike 
out the fourth resolution and substitute for it the 
following ; 

Resolved, That it is the duty of Congress to 
provide for carrying out the act known as the 
Resumption Act of Congress, to the end that the 
resumption of specie payments may not be longer 

Which, after a brief debate, was disi^reed to 

The resolutions were then adopted without a 



Nominations were then made for President of 
the United Slates : 

By CONNECTICDT— MARSHAL!. JEWELL. 

By Indiana — Oliver P. Morton, 
By Kentucky — Benjamin H. Bristow. 
By Maine— James G. Blaine. 
By New York — Roscoe Conk ling. 
By Ohio — Rutherford B. Hayes. 
By Pennsylvania — John F. Hartsanft. 
After the speeches in favor of these nominees, 
the Convenlion adjourned till to-morrow at lO 

June 16— Seven ballots were then taken with 
the following result '. 
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adopted this system. It has been essentially 
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Ellihu B. Wabhb^rh'^ ...113 3 i '■'■'■ 

Whole No. of votes 754 754 755 7S 4 755 755 75^ 

Necessary H> a choice 3733783^378 3^ 3^ 379 

On motion of Mr. Feve of Maine, Governor 
Haves was unanimously declared tie nominee 
of the Convention. 

Messrs. William A. Wheeler of New York, 
Stewart L. Woodford of New York, Mar- 
shall Jewell of Connecticut, Fkederick T. 
Frelinghuysen of New Jersey, and Joseph R. 
Hawley of Connecticut, were nominated for 
Vice-President; but before the roll-call was com- 
pleted, it being apparent that William A. 
Wheeler had received a majority of the votes 
cast, other candidates were by consent withdrawn, 
and he was unanimously declared the nominee 
of the Convention. 

After the transaction of some unimportant 
business, the Convention adjourned sine die. 

Note — On the second ballot for a candidate 
for President, four delegates from Pennsylvania 
rose to a question of privilege, and demanded 
that under the rules of the Convention they had 
the right to record their votes independently of a 
majority of the delegation. The Chair held, 
that under the Sixth Rule of the Convention, which 
was the paramount law on the subject, they had 
this tight. The ruling was appealed from, and 
after discussion, sustained, on a vote by States — 
yeas 395, nays 354. 

Got. Hayes's Letter of Acceptance. 

Columbus, O., yuly 8, 1876, 
To the Hons, Edward McPherson, Wm. A. 
Howard, Jos. H. Rainey, and others. Com- 
mittee of the National Republican Convention. 
Gentlemen ; In reply to your oifidal commu- 
nication of June 1 7, by which 1 am mformed of 
roy nomination for the office of President of the 
United States b^ the Republican National Con- 
vention at Cincinnati, I accept the nomination 
with gratitude, honing that, under Providence, I 
shall be able, if elected, to execute the duties of 
the high office as a trust for the benefit of all the 
people. I do not deem it necessary to enter 
upon any extended examination of the declara- 
tion of principles made by the Convention, The 
resolutions are in accord with my views, and I 
heartily concur in the principles fiiey annour 
In several of the resolutions, however, quest! 
are considered which are of such importance that 
I deem it proper to briefly express my convictions 
in regard to them. The tifih resolution adopted 
by the Convention is of paramoiin' interest. 
More than forty years ago a system of making 
appointments to <^ce grew up, based upon the 
maxun " to the victors belong the spoils." The 
old rule, the true rule, that honesty, edacity and 
fidelity constitute the only real qnialifica' ' " '" 
office, and that there is no other ciait 
place to the idea that party services we: 
chiefly considered. All parties in practi 
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independence of the separate departments of 
the Government. " It tends directly to extrava- 
gance and ofticial incapacity." It is a temp- 
tation to dishonesty; it hinders and impairs 
that careful supervision and strict accountability 
by which alone faithful and efficient public ser- 
vice can be secured; it obstructs the prompt 
removal and sm« punishment of the unworthy ; 
^ery way it degrades the civil service and 
character of the Government. It is felt, I 
confident, by a large majority of the mem- 
bers of Congress, to be an intolerable burden 
unwarrantable hindrance to the proper 
discharge of their legitimate duties. It ought to 
be abolished. The reform should be thorough, 
radical, and complete. We should return to the 
principles and practice of the founders of the 
Government — supplpng by l^islation, when 
needed, that which was formerly the established 
custom. They neither expected nor desired from 
the public officers any partisan service. They 
■ that public officers should give their whole 
; to the Government and to the people. 
They meant that the officer should be secure in 
his tenure as long as his personal character re- 
mained imtamished and the performance of his 
itisfactory. If elected, I shall conduct 
the administmtion of the Government upon these 
principles, and ail constitutional powers vested in 
the Executive will be einployed to establish this 
reform. The declaration of prindples by the 
Cincinnati Convention makes no announcement 
in favor of a single Presidential term. I do not 
assume lo add to that declaration, but believing 
that the restoration of the dvil service to the sys- 
tem established by Washington and followed by 
the early Presidents Can behest accomplished by 
an Executive who is under no temptation to use 
the patronage of his office to promote his own re- 
election, I desire to perform what I regard as a. 
duty in stating now my inflexible purpose, if 
elected, not to be a candidate for election to a 
second term. 

On the currency question I have frequently 
expressed my views in public, and I stand by my 
record on this subject. I regard all the laws of 
the United States relating to the payment of the 
public indebtedness, the legal tender notes in- 
cluded, as constituting a pledge and moral obli' 
gation of the Gtreemment, which must in good 
faith be kept. It is my conviction that the feel- 
ing of uncertainty inseparable from an inedepn- 
able paper currency, with its fluctuations of va.ue, 
is one of the great obstacles to a revival of confi- 
dence and business, and to a return of prosperity. 
That uncertainty can be ended in but one way — 
the resianpdon of specie payments. But the 
longer the instability of our money system is per- 
mitted to contuiue, the greater will be the injunr 
infficted upon our economical interests and aU 
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classes of society. If elected, I sliall approve 
every appropriate measure to accomplish the de- 
sired end; and shall oppose any step backward. 
The resolution with respect lo the public school 
system is one which should receive the hearty 
support of the American people. Agitation upon 
this subject is to be apprehended, until, by con- 
stitutiional amendment the schools are placed be- 
yond all danger of sectarian control or interfer- 
ence. The Republican par^ is pledged to se- 
cure such an amendment. 

The resolution of the Convention on thesubject 
of the permanent pacificadon of the country, and 
the complete protection of all its citizens in the 
free enjoyment of all their constitutional rights, 
is tunely and of great importance. The condition 
of the Southern States attracts the attention and 
commands the sympathy of the people of the 
whole Union. In their progressive recovery from, 
the effects of the war, theu' first necessity is an 
intelligent and honest administration of govern- 
ment which will protect all classes of citizens in 
their political and private rights. What the 
South most needs is "peace," andpeacedepends 
upon the supremacy of the law. There can be 
no enduring peace if the constitutional rights of 



merely upon sectional hues is always unfortunate 
and may be disastrous. The welfare of the South, 
alike with that of every other part of this country, 
depends upon the attractions it can offer to labor 
and immigration, and to capital. But laborers 
will not go, and capital will not be ven 
where the Constitution and the laws are ; 
defiance, and distraction, apprehension, and : 
take the place of peace-loving, and law-abiding 
social life. All parts of the Constitution art 
sacred and must be sacredly observed — the parti 
that are new no less than the parts that are old 
The moral and nationalprosperity of the Southern 
States can be most effectually advanced by a 
hearty and generous recognition of the rights of 
all, by all — a recognition without reserve or ei- 
ception. With such a recognition fully accorded 
it will be practicable to promote, by the influence 
of all legitimate agencies of the General Govern- 
ment, the efforts of the people of those States to 
obtain for themselves the blessings of honest and 
capable local government. If elected, I shall 
consider it not only my duty, but it will be m^ 
ardent desire to labor for the attainment of this 

Let me assure my countrymen of the Southern 
States that if I shall be chained with the duty of 
organizing an administration, it will be one which 
■will regard and cherish their truest interests — the 
iiiterests of the white and of the colored people 
both, and equally; and which will put forth its 
best eflbrts in behalf of a civil policy which will 
wipe out forever the distinction between North 
and South in our common country. With a civil 
service organized upon a system which will secure 
purity, experience, efficiency, and economy, a 
strict regard for the public welfare solely in ap 
pointments, and the speedy, thorough, and un- 
sparing prosecution and punishment of all public 
officers who betray official trusts ; with a sound 
currenty ; with education unsectarian and free to 
all; with simplicity and frugality in public and 



private affairs, and with a fraternal spirit of bar- 
my pervading the people of all sections 
i classes, we may reasonably hope that the sec- 
ond century of our existence as a nation will, by 
the blessing of God, be preeminent as an era of 
good feeling and a period of progress, prosperity, 
and happiness. Very respectfully, your fellow- 
■ * n, R. B. Hayes. 



Mr. Wheeler's Acceptance. 

Maloke, July 15, 1876. 

//an. Edward McPherson, and others, if ike 
Committss of the RepuUUaa National Con- 
vention: 
Gentlemen: — I received, on the 6th inst., 

your communication advising me that I had been 
' "ously nominated by the National Conven- 



tion of the Republican party, held a 
on the 14th ult., for the office of Vice-President 
of die United States ; and requesting my accept- 
ance of the same, and asking my attention to the 
summary of Republican doctrines contained in 
the platform adopted by the Convention. 

A nomination made with such unanimity im- 
plies a confidence on the part of the Convention 
which inspires my profound gratitude. It is ac- 
cepted with a sense of the responsibility which 
may follow. If elected, I shall endeavor to per- 
form the duties of the office in the fear of the 
Supreme Ruler, and in the interest of the whole 
country. 

To the summary of doctrines enimciated by 
the Convention I give my cordial assent. The 
Republican party has intrenched in the organic 
law of our land the doctrine that liberty is the 
supreme, unchangeable law for every foot of 
American soil. It is the mission. of that party to 
give full effetS to this principle l^ "securing to 
every American citizen complete liberty and ex- 
act equality in the exercise of all civil, political 
and public rights." This will be accomplished 
only when the American citizen, without regard 
to color, shall wear this panoply of citizenship as 
fully and as securely in Uie canebrakes of Louisi- 
ana as on the banks of the St. Lawrence. 

Upon the question of our Southern relations, 
my views were recently expressed as a member 
of the Committee of the United Stales House of 
Representatives upon Southern Affairs. Those 
views remain unchanged, and were thus ex- 

" We of the North delude ourselves in expect- 
ing that the masses of the South, so far behind in 
many of the attributes of enlightened improve- 
ment aad civilization, are, in the brief period of 
ten or fifteen years, to be transformed into our 
model Northern communities. That can rnty 
come through a long course of patient waiting, to 
which no one can now set certain bounds. Thele 
will be a good deal of unavoidable friction, which 
will call for forbearance, and which will have to 
be relieved by the temperate, fostering care of 
the government. One of the most potent, if not 
indispensable agencies in this direction, will be 
the devising of some system to aid in the educa- 
tion of the masses. The fact that there are whole 
counties in Louisiana in which there is not a soli- 
tary school-house, is full of su^estion. We com- 
pelled these people to remain in the Union, and 
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now duty and interest demand liiat we leave no 
just means untried to make them gogd, loyal cit- 
izens. How to diminish the fnctioli, how to 
stimulate the elevation of this portion of our 
country, are problems addressing themselves to 
our best and wisest statesitianship. The founda- 
tion for these eflbrts must be laid in satisfying the 
Southern people that they are to have equal, ex- 
act justice accorded to them. Give them, to the 
fullest extent, every blessing which the govern- 
ment confers upon the most favored — give them 
no just cause for complaint, and then hold them, 
by every necessary means, to an exact, rigid ob- 
servance of all their duties and obligations under 
the Constitution and its amendments to secure to 
all within their borders manhood and citizenship, 
will, every ri^t thereto belonging." 

Ttejust obligations to public creditors, created 
whet the government was in the throes of threat- 
ened dissolation, and as an indispensable condi- 
tion of its salvation — guaranteed W the lives and 
blood of thousands of its brave defenders — are to 
be kept with religious faith, as are all the pledges 
subsidiary thereto and confirmatory thereof. 

In my judgment the pledge of Congress of 
Janaary 14, 1875, for the redemption of the notes 
of the United Slates in coin is the plighted faith 
of the nation, and national honor, simple honesty, 
and justice to the people whose permanent wel- 
fare and prosperity are dependent upon true 
money, as the basis of their pecuniary transactions, 
all demand the scrupulous observance of this 
pledge, and it is the duty of Congress to supple- 
ment it with such l^islation as shall be neces- 
sary for its strict fulfillment. 

In our system of government intelligence must 
give safety and value to the ballot. Hence the 
common schools of the land should be preserved 
in all their vigor; while, in accordance with the 
spirit of the Constitution, they and all their en- 



dowments should be secured by every possible 
and proper guaranty against every form of sectar- 
ian iniluence or control. 

There should be the strictest economy in the 
expenditures of the govenunent consistent with 
its effective administration, and all unnecessary 
offices should be abolished. Offices should be 
conferred only upon the basis of high charai^er 
and particular fitness, and should be admuiis- 
tered only as public trusts, and not for private 
advantage. 

The foregoing are chief among the cardinal 
principles of the Republican party, and to carry 
them into full, practical effect, is the work it now 
has in hand. To the completion of its great 
mission we address onrselves in hope and confi- 
dence, cheered and stimulated by the recollection 
of its past achievements ; remembering that, 
under God, it is to that party we are indebted in 
this centennial year of our existence for a pre- 
served, unbroken Union; for the fact that there 
is no master or slave throughout our broad do- 
mains, and that emancipated millions look upon 
the ensign of the Republic as the symbol of the 
fulfilled declaration that all men are created free 
and equal, and the guaranty of their own 
equafity, under the law, with the most highly 
favored citizen of the land. 

To the intelligence and conscience of all who 
desire good government, good will, good money 
and universal prospraity, the Republican party, 
not unmindful of the imperfection and short-com- 
ings of human organiiations, yet with the honest 
purpose of its masses promptly to retrieve all 
errors and to summarily punish all offenders 
against the laws of the country, confidently sub- 
mits its claims for the continued support of the 
American people. 

Respectfully, 

William A, Wheeler. 



XXI. 

DEMOCKATIC NATIOSAl CONVESTIOff. 



Call for tbe Convention. 

The National Democratic Committee, to whom 
is delegated the power of fixing the time and 
place of holding the National Democratic Con- 
vention of 1876, have appointed Tuesday, the 
37th day of June next, noon, as the time, and 
(elected St. Louis as the place, of holding such 
Convention. Each State will be entitled to a 
representation equal to double the number of its 
Senators and Representatives in the Congress of 
the United States, and the Territory of Colorado, 
whose admission in July as a State will give it a 
vote in the next electoral college, is also invited 
to send delegates to the Convention, Democratic, 
Conservative and other citizens of the United 
Stales, irrespective of past political associations, 
desiring to coOperate with the Democratic party 



in its present efforts and objects, are cordially in- 
vited to join in sending delegates to the National 
Convention. Cooperation is desired from all per- 
sons who would change an administration that 
has suffered the public credit to become and re- 
main inferior to other and less-favored nations ; 
has permitted commerce to be taken away by for- 
eign powers ; has stifled trade by unjust, unequal 
and pernicious legislation; has imposed nnnsual 
taxation and rendered it most troublesome ; has 
changed growing prosperity to widespread suffer- 
ing and want; has squandered the public moneys 
recklessly and defiantly, and shamefully used the 
power that should have been swift to punish 
crime, to protect it. 

For these and other reasons the National 
Democratic party deem the public danger immi- 
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c<nmtiy the blessing of an economical, pure and 
ftee government, cordially invite the cooperation 
of their fellow-citizens in the effort to attain this 



Augustus Scheli, Chmrman. 

The Convention met as per the call, and Mr. 
ScHELL, after making some remarks, nominated 
Henry Watterson, of Kentucky, as temporary 
chairman, who was elected. 

The rules of the last National Democratic Con- 
vention were adopted. Committees on Creden- 
tials, Permanent Organization and on Resolutions 
were appointed. 

Adjourned till 5 o'clock, p. m. 
The Territories and the District of Columbia 
were given the right of representation as States, 
but not the right to vote. 

The Committee on Permanent Organization, 
through Mr, HannA, reported a list of officers, 
with Gen. John A. McClernand, of Illinois, as 
the permanent President, 

Adjourned till to-morrow at II o'clock. 
June aS^The convention met, listened to 
speeches from Col. Wm. P. Breckinridge, of 
Kentucky, Hon. B. Gratz Brown, of Missouri, 
Hon. Wm, a. Wallace, of Pennsylvania, Hon. 
James R, Doolittle, of Wisconsin, and others. 
At 2% o'clock the convention re-assembled, and 
the Committee on Resolutions made the follow- 
mg report through Mr. DoRSHBiMER, of New 
York: 

We, the delegates of the Democratic party of 
the United States in National Convention assem- 
bled, do hereby declare the administration of the 
Federal Government to be in urgent need of im- 
mediate reform; do hereby enjoin upon the 
nominees of this Convention, and of the Demo- 
cratic party in each Stale, a zealous effort and co- 
operation to this tnd; and do hereby appeal to 
our fellow-citizens of every former political con- 
nection to undertake with us this first and most 
pressing patriotic dnty. 

For the Democracy of the whole country, we 
do here re-affirm our faith in the permanence of 
th Fed al Union, our devotion to the Conslitu- 
t n f th United States, with its amendments 
Ti rsally accepted as a final settlement of the 
nt rs es that engendered civil war, and do 
h ec d our steadfast confidence in the per- 

p t ty f epublican self-government. 

In abs lute acquiescence in the will of the 
m ] ty — he vital principle of repubKcs ; in the 
p m cyof the civil over the military authority; 
n th t tal separation of Church and State, for 
th sak 1 ke of civil and religious freedom; 
th qual ty of all citizens before just laws of thf 
wn n ctment ; in the liberty of individiul co 
duct, unvexed by sumptuary laws; in the faithful 
education of the rising generation, that they may 



of States ; but now to be saved from 
irrupt centralism which, after inflicting upon 
States the rapacity of carpet-bag tyrannies, 
has honeycombed the offices of the Federal 
Government itself with incapacity, wasted and 
fraud ; infected Stales and municipalities with the 
contagion of misrule, and locked fast Ihe pros- 
perity of an industrious people in the paralysis of 

Reform is necessary to establish a sound cur- 
rency, restore the public credit, and maintain the 

iuounce the failure, for all these eleven 
years of peace, to make good the promise of the 
legal-tender notes, which are a changing standard 
0/ value in the hands of the people, and the non- 
payment of which is a disregard of the plighted 
faith of the nation. 

We denounce the improvidence which, in 
elev n p has ak n m h p o- 

ple n F d h rt n unes h v> h e 



noblest products of a hundred years of changeful 
history ; but while upholding the bond of our 
Union and great charter of these our rights, it 
behooves a free people to practice also that eternal 
vigilance which is the price of liberty. 

Reform is necessary to rebuild and establish 
in the hearts of the whole people, the Union, 
eleven years ago hap^ly rescued from the dangei 



h 



qu 



of p. 
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preparation for resumption, bi 

tructed resumption, by wasting 
and exhausting all our surplus income; and, 
while annually professing to intend a speedy re- 
turn to specie payments, has annually enacted 
fresh hindrances thereto. As such hindrance we 
denounce the resumption clause of the act of 
1S75 and we here demand its repeal. 

We demand a judicious STOlem of preparation 
by public economies, by official retrendimenls, 
and by wise finance, which shall enable the ns^ 
tion soon to assure the whole world of its perfect 
ability and its perfect readiness to meet any of 
its promises at the call of the creditor entitled to 
payment. 

We believe such a system, well devised, and, 
above all, intrusted to competent hands for exe- 
cution, creating at no time an artificial scarcity of 
ciurency, and at no time alarming the public 
mind into a withdrawal of that vaster machinery 
of credit by which ninety-five per cent, of all 
business transactions are perfoimed — a system 
open, public, and insplnng general confidence, 
would from the day of its adoption i>ring healing 
on its wings to all our harassed mdcstnes, set ia 
motion the wheels of commerce, manufactures, 
and the mechanic arts, restore employment to 
labor, and renew in all its natural sources the 
prosperity of the people. 

Reform is necessary in the sum and modes of 
Federal taxation, to the end that capital may 
be set free from distrust, and labor lightly bur- 

We denounce the present Tariff, levied upon 
nearly 4,000 articles, as a master-piece of injus- 
tice, inequality and false pretence. It yields a 
dwindling, not a yearly rising revenue. It has 
impoveri^ed rhany industries to subsidize a few. 
It prohibits imports that might purchase the pro- 
ducts of American labor. It has degraded Ameri- 
can commerce from ihe first to an inferior rank 
on the high seas. It has cut down the sales of 
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American manufactures at home and abroad and 
depleted the returns of American agriculture — an 
industry followed by half our people. It costs 
the people five times more than it produces to the 
Treasury, obatrncts the processes of production, 
and wastes the fruits of labor. It promotes fraud, 
fosters smu^ling, enriches dishonest oi&cials, 
and bankrupts honest merchants. We demand 
that all Custom House taxation shall be only foe 

Reform is necessary in the scale of public ex- 
pense — Federal, State, and Mnnicipal. Our Fed- 
eral taxation has swollen from sixty millions gold, 
in i860, to four hundred and fifty millions cur- 
rency, in 1870; our aggregate taxation from one 
hundred and hfly-four milUons gold, in 1S60, to 
seven hundred and thirty millions currency, in 
1870; or in one decade from less than five dol- 
lars per head to more than eighteen dollais per 
head. Since the peace, the people have paid to 
iheir tax gatherers more than thrice the sum of 
the national debt, and more than twice that sum 
for the Federal Government alone. We demand 
a rigorous frugality in every department, and from 
every officer of the government. 

Reform is necessary io put a stop to the profli- 
e of public lands, and their diversion 



roads alone, and out of more than thrice that ^- 
gregate has disposed of less than a sixth directly 
to tillers of the soil. 

Reform is necessary to correct the omissions of 
a Republican Congress, and the errors of our 
treaties and our diplomacy which have stripped 
our fellow citizens of foreign birth and kindred 
race recrossing the Atlantic, of the shield of 
American citizenship, and have exposed our 
brethren of the Padnc coast to the inclusions of 
a race not sprung from the same great parent 
stock, and in fact now by law denied citizenship 
through naturalization as being neither accus- 
tomed to the traditions of a progressive civiliza- 
tion nor exercised in Hberty under equal laws. 
We 3enounce the policy which thus discards the 
liherty-loving German and tolerates a revival of 
the coolie trade in Mongolian women imported 
fiir immoral purposes and Mongolian men held 
to perform servile labor contracts, and demand 
such modification oF the treaty with the Qiinese 
Empire or such legislation within constitutional 
limitations as shall prevent further importatii 
.T inimiKTation of the Mongolian race. 

Reform la necessajy and can never be effected 
but by making it the controlling issue of the elec- 
tions, and lifting it above the two false issues 
with which the office-holding class and the party 
in power seek to smother it ; 

1. The false issue with which they would ei 
kindle sectarian strife in respect to the publi 
schools, of which the establishment and support 
belong exclusively to the several States, and 
which the Democratic party has cherished from 
Iheir foundation, and is resolved to mai"'-'" 
without prejudice or preference for any class 
or creed, and without largesses from the treasuiy 

2. The false issue by which they seek to light 
anew the dying embers of sectional hate between 
kindred peoples once estranged, hut now le- 



indivisible republic and a 



nited In 
destiny. 

Reform is necessary in the Civil Service. Ex- 
perience proves that efficient, economical con- 
duct of the governmental business is not possible 
if its civil service be subject to change at every 
election, be a priie fought fw at the ballot-box, 
be a brief reward of party zeal, instead of posts 



ipensing of patronage should neither bf 
upon the time of all our public men, nor the Iil- 

falsified in the performance, attest that the party 
in power can work out no practical or salutary 

Reform is necessary even more in the higher 
grades of the public service. President, Vice- 
President, Judges, Senators, Representatives, Cab- 
inet officers, these and all others in authority are 
the people's servants. Their offices are not a pri- 

^e perquisite ; they are a public trnst. 

When the annals of this Republic show the 

^race and censure of a Vice-President; a late 
Speaker of the House of Representatives market- 
ing his rulings as a presiding officer ; three Sen- 
secrelly by their votes as law-mak- 
rmen of the leading committees of 
the late House of Representatives exposed in 
jobbery ; a late Secretary of the Treasury forcing 
balances in the public accounts; a late Attorney- 
General misappropriating public funds ; a Secre- 
tary of the Navy enriched or enriching friends by 
percentages levied off the profits of contractors 
with his department; an Ambassador to England 
censured in a dishonorable speculation; the 
President's private secretary barely escaping con- 
viction upon trial for guilly complicity in frauds 
upon the revenue; a Secretary of War im- 
peached for high crimei and misdemeanors — the 
demonstration is complete, that the first step in 
reform must be the people's choice of honest men 
from another parly, lest the disease of one politi- 
cal organization infect the body pohtic; and lest 
by midting no change of men or parties we get 
no change of measu d u ea m 

All these abuses, I gs d mes h p 
duct of sixteen years as d h R p b 

lican party, create es m 

fessed by Repiiblicai h m es b 
formers are voted dow b n and d 

placed from the Cab Th par mass 

honest voters is po\ ess es th 8 000 
office-holdeis, its lead rs and des 
Reform can only Ix, d b pe 
revolution. We dema b g m 

change of Administr h g part es 

that we may have a la g 

Hesohied, That th Co p es 

the Democratic par h U d is 

cordially indorse the h p H 

of Representatives in reducmg and curtailing the 
expenses of the Federal Government, in cutting 
down salaries, extravagant appropriations, and in 
abolishing useless offices and places not required 
by the public necessities, and we shall trust to 
the firmness of the Democratic members of the 
House that no committee of conference and no 
, misinterpretation of the rules will be allowed to 
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defeat these wholesome measures of economy 
demanded by tie country. 

Jiesolved, That the soldiers and sailors of the 
Republic and the widows and orphans of those 
who have fallen in battle have a just claim upon 
the care, protection, and gratitude of their fellow- 



By Delaware— Thoiv AS F Bayard 
By Indiana — Th mas A Hendricks 
By New Jersey Jom Parser 
By New York — Samuel J Tilden 
£y Oh u— William Allen 
By Pennsylvania — Winf eld b Hancock. 
After speech n ak ng and sec nd g these 
the Con ento ballotei ud with 



0, F. J. Marshall; Conutctitut, R. D. Hubbard 
Delaware, Geoi^ Gray ; Florida, John West- 
cottj Georgia, C. F. HoweJl ; lUitwis, John A. 
McClemand ; Indiana, D. W. Voorhees ; Iowa, 
H. H. Trimble; Kansas, Thomas L. Davis; 
Kentuck/, Aivin Duval; Louisiana, R. H. 
Mann; Maim, D. R. Hastings; Maryland, 
George Freaner; J/auofAai^j, Edward Avery ; 
Michigan, William L. Bancroft^ Minnesota, 
Daniel Bucks; J/iwMi!)^», A. M. Clayton ; Mis- 
souri, C. H. Hardin; Nebraska, George L. Em- 
len ; Nevada, A. C. Ellis ; New Hampshire, 
E. C. Barley ; Nejo Jersey, Joseph Gates ; New 
York, William Dorsbeimer ; North Carolina, 
Thomas L. Clingman; Ohio, Thomas Ewing; 
Oregon, M. V. Brown; Pennsylvania, Malcolm 
Hay i Shade Island, W. B. Beach ; South Caro- 
lina, Sam, McGowan; Tennessee, John C. 
Brown ; Texas, Ashbel Smith ; Vermont, James 
H. Williams; Virginia, John A. Meredith; 
West fitgiBio, JoMi J. Davis ; tPiseonsin, AXex.. 
Mitchell. 

The above is believed to be a correct copy of 
the Platform as adopted. For a time, some eon- 
fusion existed on this question, caused by the 
publication in the N. Y. ia«, of July 7, 1S76, 
[and probably other papers,) of a copy, purport- 
ing to be " official," but which was nodceably in- 
accurate and incomplete. — Editor.] 

Pending the report, 

Mr. Thomas Ewing, of Ohio, presented the 
following minority report : 

The undersigned members of the Committee 
recommend that the following clause in the reso- 
lutions repotted by the Committee be siricken 
OUt[ "As such hindrance we denounce the re- 
sumption clause of the act of 1S75, and we hert 
demand its tepeal." And .they recommend thai 
there be substituted for that clause the following : 
" The law for the resumption of specie payment! 
on the 1st of January, 1879, having been enacted 
by the Republican party without deliberation in 
Congress or discission before the people, and 
bding both ineffective to secure its objecls ant' 
highly injmious to the business of the country 
ojght to be forthwith repealed." 

T. Ewing, Ohio. 

D. W. Voorhees, Indiana. 
J. C. Brown, Tennessee. 
Malcolm Hay, Penn. 

H. H. Trimble, Iowa. 
J. J. Davis, West Virginia. 
T. L. Davis, Kansas. 

E. H. Hardin, Missouri. 
After debate, the Convention rejected the mi 

nority report — yeas 219, nays 550. 

The Platform, as reported, was then adopted- 
yeas 651, nays 83. 



■ this result 

;1J Tide 
Thomas A Hendr cks 
Winfield S Hancock 
Will an Allen 
Thomas F Bayard 
Joel Pariter 

' Thurma 



3d. 



mous a d the Convention ad ourned 1 11 to mor- 

June 9— Ho ThoMA A Hendr k f 
Ind ana h as nom nated by 

Mr Webber of M ch g ft d h eso- 

Jiesohied, That it be mm nd d ure 

National Democratic C n n h ise 

of the Democracy here C as mb d 

that the so-called two-thirda rule be abolished as 
unwise and unnecessary; and that the States be 
requested to instruct their delegates to (he Demo- 
cratic National Convention which is to be held iri 
1880 whether it is desirable to continue the two- 
thitds rale longer in force in the National Con- 
ventions, and that the National Committee insert 
such request in their call for the Convention. 

A division of the question was called, to end 
with the word "unnecessary." 

The first division was disagreed to, and the 
second agreed to. 

After transacting some routine business the 
Convention adjourned sine die. 

Oor> Tllden's Letter of Acceptance. 

Albany, July 31, 1876. 
Gentlemen : When I had the honor to re- 
ceive a personal delivery of your letter on behalf 
of the Democratic National Convention, held on 
(he 28th of June at St. Louis, advising me of my 
nomination as the candidate of the constituency 
represented by that body for the office of Presi- 
dent of the United States, I answered that, at my 
earliest convenience, and in conformity with 
usage, I would prepare and transmit to yon a 
formal acceptance. I now avail myself of the 
first interval in unavoidable occupations lo fulfill 
that engagement. The convention, before mak- 

principles, which, as a whole, seems tome a wise 
exposition of the necessities of our country, and 
of the reforms needed to bring back the Govern- 
ment to its true functions, to restore purity of- 
administration, and to renew the prosperity of the 
people- But some of these reformsare so urgent 
that they ciaim more than a passing approval. 
The necessity of a reform " in the scale of 
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public expense — Federal, State, and Municipal," 
— and " in the modes of Federal taxation," justi- 
fies all the prominence ^ven to it in the declara- 
tion of the St. Loub Convention. The present 
depression in all the business and industries of 
the people, which is depriving labor of its em- 

eoyment, and carrying want into so many homes, 
IS its prindpal ca.nse in excessive Governmental 
consumption. Under tlic illusions of a specious 
prosperity engendered by the false policies of the 
Federal Government a waste of capital has been 
going on ever since the peace of 1865, which 
could only end in universal disaster. The Fed- 
eral taxes of the last eleven years reach the 
gigantic sum of four thousand five hundred mil- 
lions. Local taxation has amounted to two- 
thirds as much more. The vast aggregate is not 
less than seven thousand five hundred millions. 
This enotmons taxation followed a civil conflict 
that had greatly impaired our aggregate wealth, 
and had made a prompt reduction of expenses 
indispensable. It was aggravated by most unsci- 
entific and ill-adjusted methods of taxation that 
increased the sacrifices of the people far beyond 
the receipts of the Treasury. It was aggravated, 
moreover, by a financial policy which tended to 
diminish the energy, skill and economy of pro- 
ducdon, and the frugality of private consump- 
tion, and induced miscalculation in business and 
an untemunerative use of capital and labor. 
Even in prosperous times, the daily wants of in- 
dustrious communities press closely upon their 
daily earnings. The margin of possible national 
savings is at best a small percentage of national 
earnings. Yet now for these eleven years, gov- 
ernmental consumption has been a larger portion 
of the national earnings than the whole people 
can possibly save even in prosperous times for all 
new investments. The consequences of these 
errors are now a present public calamity. But 
they were never doubtful, never invisible. They 
were necessary and inevitable, and were foreseen 
and depicted when the waves of that fictitious 
prosperity ran highest. In a speech made by 
me on the 24th of September, i858, it was said 
of these taxes 1 

"They bear heavily upon every man's income, 
upon every industry and every business in the 
country, and year % year they are destined to 
press still more heavily, unless we arrest the sys- 
tem that gives rise to them. It was compara- 
tively easy when values were doubling under re- 
peated issues of legal tender papei' money, to pay 
out of the froth of our growing and apparent 
wealth these taxes, but when values recede and 
sink toward their natural scale, the tax-gatherer 
takes from us not only our income, not only our 
profits, but also a portion of our capital. * * « 
I do not wish to exaggerate or alarm ; I simply 
say that we cannot afford the costly and ruinous 
policy of the Radical majority of Congress. We 
cannot afford that policy toward the South. We 
cannot afford the magnificent and oppressive ceo- 
ttalism into which our Government is being con- 
verted. We cannot afford the present magnifi- 

To the Secretary of the Treasury I said, early 
in 1865: 

" Tliere is no royal road for a government 
more than for an individual or a corporation. 



What you want to do now is to cut down yoU( 
expenses and live within your income. 1 would 
give all the legerdemain of finance and financier- 
ing — I would give the whole of it for the old, 
homely maxim, 'Live within your income.' " 

This reform will be resisted at every step, but 
it must be pressed persistently. We see to-day 
the immediate representatives of the people in 
one branch of Congress, while struggling to re- 
duce ejipenditnres, compelled to confront the 
menace 6f the Senate and the Executive that un- 
less the objectionable appropriations be consented 
to, the operations of the Government thereunder 
shall suffer detriment or cease. In my judgment 
an amendment of the Constitution ought to be 
devLsed separating into distinct bills the appro- 
priations for the various departments of the pub- 
lic service, and excluding from each bill all ap- 
propriations for other objects and all independent 
legislation. In that way alone can the revisory 
power of each of the two houses and of the Ex- 
ecutive be [deserved and exempted from the 
moral duress which often compels assent to ob- 
jectionable appropriations rather than stop the 
wheels of Government. 

L accessory cause enhancing the distress in 
ess is to be found in the systematic and in- 
supportable misgovemmeot imposed upon the 
Slates of the South. Besides the ordinary efFe;ct3 
of ignorant and dishonest administration, it has 
inflicted upon them enormous issues of fraudu- 
lent bonds, the scanty avails of which were 
wasted or stolen, and the existence of which is 
a public discredit, tending to bankruptcy or repu- 
diation. Taxes, generally oppressive, in some 
instances have confiscated the entire income of 
property and totally destroyed its marketable 
value. It is impossible that these evils should 
not re-act upon the prosperity of the whole coun- 
try. The nobler motives of hnmanity concuf 
with the material interests of all iu requiring that 
every obstacle be removed, to a complete and 
durable reconciliation between kindred popula- 
tions once unnaturally estranged, on the basis 
recognized by the St. Louis platform, of the 
" Constitution of the United Stales, with its 
amendments universally accepted as a final set- 
tlement of the controversies which engendered 
civil war." But, in aid of a result so beneficent, 
the nuiral influence of every good citizen, as well 
as every governmental authorily, ought to be 
exerted, not alone to maintain their just equality 
before the law, but likewise to establish a cordial 
fraternity and good will among citizens, whatever 
their race or color, who are now united in the one 
destiny of a common self-government. If the 
duty shall be assigned to me, I should not fail to 
exercise the powers with which the laws and the 
Constitution of our country clothe its Chief Mag- 
istrate, to protect all its citizens, whatever their 
former condition, in every political and personal 
right. 

" Reform is necessary," declares the St. Louis 
Convention, " to establish a sound currency, re- 
store the public credit and maintain the national 
honor ; and it goes on to " demand a judicious 
system of preparation by public economies, by 
official retrenchments, and by wise finance, which 
shall enable the nation soon to assure the whole 
world of its perfect ability and its perfect readi- 
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ness to meet any of its promises at the call of the 
creditor entitled to pa/men£." The object de- 
manded by the Convention is a resumption of 
specie payments on the legal-tender notes of the 
United States. That would not only "restore 
lie public credit" and " maintain the national 
honor," bttl it would " establish a sound curren- 
cy" for the people. The methods by which this 
object is to be pursued, and the means by which 
it-is to be attained, are disclosed by what the 
Convention demanded for the future, ajid by 
what it denounced in the past- 
Resumption of specie payments by the Govern- 
ment of the United States on its legal-tehder 
notes would establish specie payments by all the 
banks on all their notes. The official statement, 
made on the 12th of May, shows that the 
amount of the bank notes was three hundred mil- 
lions, less twenty millions held by themselves. 
Against these two hundred and eighty millions 
of notes the banks held one hundred and forty- 
one millions of legal-tender notes, or alittlemore 
than fifty per cent, of their amount But they 
also held on deposit in the Federal Treasury, as 
security for these notes, bonds of the United 
States worth in gold about three hundred and 
sixty millions, available and current in all the 
fofeign money markets. In resuming, the banks, 
even if it were possible for all their notes to be 
presented for payment, would have five hundred 
millions of specie funds to pay two hundred and 
eighty millions of notes, without contracting their 
loans to their customers, or calling on any pri- 
vate debtor for payment. Suspended hanlM un- 
dertaking to resume have usually been obliged to 
collect from needy bmTowers the means to re- 
deem excessive issues and to provide reserves. 
A vague idea of distress is, therefore, often asso- 
ciated with the process of resumption. But the 
conditions which caused distress in those former 
instances do not now exist. The Government 
has only to make good its own promises, and the 
banks can take care of themselves without dis- 
tressing anybody- The Government is, there- 
fore, the sole delinquent. 

The amount of the legal-tender notes of the 
United States now outstanding is less than three 
hundred and seventy millions of dollars, besides 
thirty-four millions of dollars of fractional cur- 
rency. How shall the Government make these 
notes at all times as good as specie ? It has to 

Erovide, in reference to the mass which would be 
ept in use by the wants of business, a central 
reservoir of coin, adequate to the adjustment of 
the temporary fluctuations of international bal- 
ances, and as a guaranty against transient drains 
artificially created by panic or by speculation- 
It has also to provide for the payment in coin of 
such fractional currency as may be presented for 
redemption, and such inconsiderable portions of 
the legal tenders as individuals may from time 
to time desire to convert for special use, or in 
order to lay by in coin their little stares of money. 
To make the coin now in the Treasury available 
for the objects of Ibis reserve, to gradoally 
strengthen and enlarge that reserve, and to pre- 
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a work of dif- 
ficulty. If wisely planned and discreetly pur- 
sued, it ought not to cost any sacrifice to the 



business of the country. It should tend, on the 
contrary, to a revival of hope and confidence. 
The coin in the Treasury on the 30th of June, 
including what is held ag^nst coin certificates, 
amounted to nearly seventy-four millions. The 
current of precious metals which has flowed out 
of our country for the eleven years from July I, 
1865, to June 30, T 876, averaging nearly seventy- 
six millions a year, was eight hundred and thirty- 
two millions in the whole period, of which six 
hundred and seventeen millions were the product 
of our own mines. To amass the requisite quan- 
tity, by intercepting from the current flowing out 
of the country, and by acquiring from the stocks 
which exist abroad without disturbing the equi- 
librium of foreign money markets, is a result to 
be easily worked out by practical knowledge and 
judgment. With respect to whatever sur^us of 
legal-tenders the wants of business may fail to 
keep in use, and which, in order to save interest, 
will be returned for redemption, they can either 
be paid or they can be funded. Whether th^ 
continue as currency, or be absorbed into the vast 
mass of securities held as investments, is merely 
a question of the rate of interest they draw. 
Even if they were to remain in their present form, 
and the Government were to agree to pay on 
them a rate of interest making them desirable as 
investments, they would cease to circulate and 
take their place with Government, Slate, Muni- 
cipal, and other corporate and private bonds, of 
which thousands of millions exist among us. In 
the perfect ease with which they can be changed 
from currency into investments lies the only 
danger to be guarded against in the adoption of 
general measures intended to remove a clearly 
ascertained surplus ; that is, the withdrawal of 
any which are not a permanent excess beyond the 
wants of business. Even more mischievous would 
be any measure which alfects (he public imagi- 
nation with the fear of an apprehended scareity. 
In a community where credit is so much used, 
fluctuations of values and vicissitudes in business 
are largely caused by the temporary beliefs of 
men even before those beliefs can conform to 
ascertained realities. 

The amount of the necessary currency at a 
given ^me cannot be determined arbitrarily, and 
should not be assumed on conjecture. That 
amount is subject to both permanent and tempor- 
ary changes. Anenlat^ementofit, wMchseemed 
to be durable, happened at the beginning of the 
civil war by a substituted use of currency in place 
of individual credits. It varies with certain states 
of business. It fluctuates, with considerable 
regularity, at different seasons of the year. In 
the autumn, for instance, when buyers of grain 
and other agricultural products beg^n their opera- 
tions, they usually need to borrow capital or cir- 
culating credits by which to make their purchases, 
and want these funds rin currency capable of be- 
ing distributed in small sums among numerous 
sellers. The additional need of currency at such 
times is five or more per cent, of the whole vol- 
ume, and, if a surplus beyond what is required 
for ordinary use does not happen to have been oni 
hand at the money centres, a scareity of currency 
ensues, and also a stringency in the loan market. 
It was in reference to such experiences that, in a 
discussion of this subject in my annual Message 
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to the New-York Legislature of Januarys, 1875, 
the suggestion was made that : 

" The Federal Government is bound to redeem 
every portion of its issues which the public do 
not wish to use. Having nssumed to monopoliie 
the supply of currency and enacted exclusions 
against everybody else, it is bound to furnish all 
which the wants of business require," * *■ « 
" The system should passively allow the volume 
of circulating credits to ebb and flow, according 
to the ever-chaining wants of business. It should 
imitate, as closely as passible, the natural laws of 
trade, which it has superseded by artificial con- 
trivances." And in a similar discussion in my 
Message of January 4, 1876, it was said that re- 
sumption should be effected " by such measures 
as would keep the aggregate amount of the cur- 
rency self-adjusdng during all the process, with- 
out creating, at any time, an artificial scarcity, and 
without exdting the public imagination with 
alarms which impair confidence, contract the 
whole lai^e machinery of credit, and disturb the 
natural operations of business." 

*' Public economies, official retrenchments, and 
wise finance" are the me^js which the St. Louis 
Convention indicates as provision for reserves and 
redemptions. The best resource is a reduction 
of the expenses of the Government below its in- 
come; for that imposes no new charge on the 
people. If, however, the improvidence and 
waste which have conducted us to a period of fall- 
ing revenues, oblige us to supplement the results 
of economies and retrenchments by some resort 
to loans, we should not hesitate. The Govern- 
ment ought not to speculate on its own dishonor, 
in order to save interest on its broken promises, 
which it still compels private dealers to accept at 
a fictidous par. The highest national honor is 
not only right, but would prove profitable. Of 
the public debt nine hundred and eighty-five 
millions iiear interest at six per cent, in gold 
seven hundred and twelve millions at five per 
cent, in gold. The average interest is 5.58 per 
cent. A financial policy which should secure 
the highest credit, wisely availed of, ought gra- 
dually to obtain a reduction of one per cent, in 
the interest on most of the loans. A saving of 
one per cenL on the avera^ would be seventeen 
millicBis a year in gold. That saying regularly 
invested at four and a half per cent, would, in 
less than thirty-eight years, extinguish the princi- 
pal. The whole seventeen hundred millions of 
funded debt might be paid by this saving alone, 
without cost to the people. 

The proper time for resumption is the time 
when wise preparations shall have ripened into 
a perfect ability to accomplish the object with a 
certsdnly and ease that will inspire confidence 
and encourage the reviving of business. The 
earliest time in which such a result can be brought 
about is the best. Even'when the preparations 
shall have been matured, the exact date would 
have to be chosen with rrfecence to the then ex- 
isting state of trade and credit operations in our 
own country, the course of foreign commerce, 
and the condition of the eitcbanges with other 
nations. The specific measures and the actual 
date are matters of detail having reference to 
ever-changing conditions. They belong to the 
domain of practical administrative statesmanship. 



The captain of a steamer about starling from New 
York to Liverpool does not assemble a council 
over his ocean chart and fix an angle by which 
to lash the rudder for the whole voyage. A hu- 
man intelligence must be at the helm to discern 
the shifting forces of the waters and the winds. 
A human hand must be on the helm to feel the 
ements day by day, and guide to a mastery 

Such preparations are everything. Without 
them, a legislative command fixing a day, an 
official promise fixing a day, are shams. They 
! worse — they are a snare and a delusion to all 
10 trust them. They destroy all confidence 
long thoughtful men whose judgment will at 
last sway public opinion. An attempt to act on 
such a command or such a promise, without pre- 
paration, would end in a new suspension. It 
would be a fresh calamity, prolific of confusion, 
distrust, and distress. 

The act of Congress of the 14th of January, 
1875, enacted that, on and after the 1st of Janu- 
ary, 1S79, the Secretary of the Treasury shall re- 
deem in coin the legal-tender notes of the United 
States on presentation at (he office of the Assistant 
Treasurer in the City of New- York. It author- 
ized the Secretary " to prepare and provide for" 
such resumption of specie payments by the use of 
any surplus revenues not otherwise appropriated ; 
and by issuing, in his discretion, certain classes 
of bonds. More than one and a half of the four 
years have passed. Congress and the President 
have continued ever since to unite in acts which 
have leg^lated out of existence every possible 
surplus >appli cable to this purpose. The coin in 
the Treasury claimed to belong to the Govern- 
ment had, on the 30th of June, fallen to less than 
forty-five millions of dollars, as against fifty-nine 
millions on the 1st of January, 1875, and the 
availability of a part of that sum is said to be 
questionable. The revenues are falling faster 
than appropriations and expenditures are reduced, 
leaving the Treasury with diminishing resources. 
The Secretary has done nothing under his power 
to issue bonds. The legislative command, the 
official promise fixing a day for resumption, have 
thus far been barren. No practical preparations 
toward resumption have been made, lliere has 
been no progress. There have been steps back- 
ward. There is no necromancy m the operations 
of government. The homely maxims of every- 
day life are the best standards of its conduct. A 
debtor who should promise to pay a loan out of 
surplus income, yet be seen every day spending all 
he could lay his hands on in riotous living would 
lose all character for honesty and veracity. His 
offer of a new promise or his profession as to the 
value of the old promise would alike provoke 
derision. 

The St. Louis platform denounces the failure 
for eleven years to make good the promise of the 
legal tender notes. Itdenounces the oroissionto 
accumulate " any reserve for then; redemption." 
It denounces the conduct "which, during eleven 
years of peace, has made no advances toward re- 
sumption, no preparation for resumption, but in- 
stead has obstructed resumption by wasting our 
resoiUT:es and exhausting all our surplus income; 
and, while professing to intend a speedy return 
to specie payments, has annually enacted fresh 
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hindrances thereto." And having first denounced 
the barrenness of the promise of a day of resump- 
tion, it next denounces thai barren promise as "a 
hindrance" to resumption. It then demands its 
repeal and also demands the establishment of " a 
judicious system of preparation," for resumption. 
It cannot be doubed that the substitution of "a 
system of preparation" without the promise of a 
day foe the worthless promise of a day without 
"a system of preparation" would be (he gain of 
the snlstance of resumption in exciiange for its 
shadow. Not is the denunciation unmerited of 
that improvidence which, in the eleven years 
since the peace, has consumed four thousand five 
hundred millions of dollars, and yet could not 
afford to give the people a sound and stable cur- 
rency. Two and a half per cent, on the expendi- 
tures of these eleven years, or even less, would 
have provided all the additional coin needful to 

The distress now felt by the people in all then' 
business and industries, though it has its principal 
cause in the enormous waste of capita! occasioned 
by the false policies of our Government, lias been 
greatly a^ravated by the mismanagement of the 
curreticy. Uncertainty is the prolific parent of 
mischiefs in all business. Never were its evils 
more felt than now. Men do nothing because 
(hey are unable to make any calculations on 
which they can safely rely. They undertake 
nothing because they fear a loss in everything 
they would attempt. They stop and wait. The 
merchant dares not buy for the future consump- 
tion of his customers, The manufacturer dares 
not make fabrics which may not refund his out- 
lay. He shuts his factory and discharges his 
workmen. Capitalists cannot lend on security 
they consider safe, and their funds lie almost 
wiUiout interest. Men of enterprise who have 
credit, or securities to pledge, wil! not borrow. 
Consumptio 
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creating at no time an artificial scarcity of cur- 
rency, and at no time alarming the puUic mind 
ito a withdrawal of that vaster machinery of 
■edit by which ninety-five per cent, of all basi- 
Ess transactions are performed — a system open, 
public, and inspiring general confidence would, 
from the day of its adoption, bring healing on its 
wings to all our harassed indiistries,set in motion 
the wheels of commerce, manufactures, and the 
mechanic arts, restore employment to labor, and 
renew in all its natural sources the jprosperity of 
the people." The Government if the United 
States, in my opinion, can advance to a resump- 
tion of specie payments on its legal tender notes 
by gradual and safe processes tending to relieve 
the present business distress. If chained by the 
people with the administration of the Executive 
office, I should deem it a duty so to exercise the 
powers with which it has been or may be in- 
vested by Congress as best and soonest to conduct 
the country to that beneficent result. 

The Convention justly affirms that reform is 
necessary in the civil service, necessary to its 
purification, necessary to its economy and its ef- 
ficiency, necessary in order that the ordinary em- 
ploymenl of the public business may not be " a 
prize fought for at the ballot-box, a brief re- 
ward of party zeal instead of posts of honor as- 
signed for proved competency, and held for 
fidelity in the public employ." The Convention 
wisely added that " Reform is necessary even 
more in the highest grades of the public service. 
Preddent, Vice-President, Judges, Senators, Rep- 
resentatives, Cabinet officers, these and all others 
in authority are the people's servants. Their of- 
fices are nor a private perquisite , they are a pub- 
lic trust." Two evils infest theofficiai service of 
the Federal Government. One is the prevalent 
and demoralizing notion that the public service 
exists not for fe business and benefit of the 
whole people, but for the interest of the office- 
holders, who are in truth but the servants of the 
people. Under the influence of this pernicious 
error public employments have been multiplied ; 
the numbers of those gathered mto the ranks 
of office-holders have been steadily increased 
beyond any possible requirement of the public 
business, while inefGclency, peculation, fraud, 
and malversation of the public funds, from the 
high places of power to the lowest, have over- 
spread the whole service like a leprosy. The 
other evil is the organization of the official class 
into a body of political mercenaries, governing the 
caucuses and dictating the nominations of their 
own party, and attempting to carry the elections 
of the people by undue influence and by immense 
corruption funds systematically collected from 
the salaries or fees of office-holders. The official 
class in other countries, sometimes by its own 
weight, and sometimes in alliance with the 
army, has been able to rule the unorganized 
masses even under universal suffirage. Here, It 
has already grown into a gigantic power, capa- 
ble of stifling the inspirations of a sound public 
opinion, and of resisting an easy change of ad- 
ministration, until misgovernment becomes intol- 
erable and public spirit has been stung to the 
pitch of a civic revolution. The first step in re- 
form is the elevation of the standard by which 
the appointing power selects agents to execute 
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ofHcial trusts. Next in importance is n conscien- 
tious fidelity in the exercise of tlie autliotity to 
liold to account and displace untrustworthy' or 
incapable subordinates. The public interest in 
an honest, skillfiil performance of ofHcial trust 
roust not be sacrificed to the usufruct of the in- 
cumbents. After these immediate steps, which 
will insure the eithibition of better examples, we 
may wisely go on to the abolition of unnecessaty 
offices, and finally to the patient, careful organi- 
zation of a better civil-service system, under the 
tests, wherever practicable, of proved competency 
and fidelity. While much may be accomplished 
by these methods, it might encourage delusive 
espectadons if I withheld here the expression of 
my conviction that no reform of the civil service 
in this country will be complete and permanent 
until its Chief Magistrate is constitutionally dis- 
qualified for re-election, experience having re- 
peatedly exposed the futility of self-imposed re- 
strictions by candidates or incumbents. Through 
this solemnity only can he be efiectually delivered 
from his greatest temptation to misuse the power 
and patronage with which the Executive is ne- 
cessarily charged. 

Educated in the belief that it is the first duty 
of a citizen of the Republic to take his fair allot- 
ment of care and trouble in public affairs, I have, 
for forty years, as a private citizen, fulfilled that 
duty. Though occupied in an unusual degree 
during all thai period with the concerns of Gov- 
ernment, I have never acquired the habit of offi- 
cial life. When, a year and a half ago, I entered 
upon my present trust, it was in order to consum- 
mate reforms to which I had already devoted 
several of the liest years of my life. Knowing 
as I do, therefore, from fresh experience, how 
great th^ difference is between gliding through an 
official routine and' working out a reform of sys- 
tems and pohcies, it is impossible for me to con- 
template what needs to be done in the Federal 
Administration without an anxious sense of the 
difficulties of the undertaking. If summoned by 
the sulTrages of my countrymen to attempt this 
wort, I shall endeavor, with God's help, to be 
the efficient instrument of their will. 

Samuel J. Tilden. 

To Gen. John A. McClernand, ChauTnan; Gen. 
W. B. Franklin, Hon. J. G. Abbott, Hon. H. 
J. Spannhorst, Hon. H.J. Redfield, Hon. F. 
S. Lyon, and others. Committee, &c. 

Got. Hendricks' Letter of Acceptance. 

Indianapolis, July 24, 1S76. 
Gentlemen 1 I have the honor to acknowl- 
edge the receipt of your communication, in which 
you have formally notified me of my nornination 
by the National Democratic Convention, at St. 
l!ouis, as their candidate for the office of Vice- 
President of (he United States. It is a nomina- 
tion which 1 had neither expected nor desired ; 
and yet 1 recognize and appreciate the high honor 
done me by the Convention. The choice of such 
a body, pronoimced with such unusual 






panied with 



<o generous an expression 



n and confidence ought to outweigh all 
merely personal desires and preferences of my 
own. It is with this feeling, and I trust also from 
B deep sense of public duty, that I now accept 



the nomination, and shall abide the judgment of 
my countrymen. 

It would have been impossible for me to ac- 
cept the nomination if I could not heartily in- 
dorse the platform of the Convention. I am grat- 
ified, therefore, to be able unequivocally to de- 
clare that I agree in the principles, approve the 
policies, and sympathize with the purposes enun- 
ciated in that platform. 

The institutions of our country have been 
sorely tried by the exigencies of civil war, and, 
since the peace, by a selfish and corrupt manage - 
ment of public affairs, which has shamed us be- 
fore civilized mankind. By unwise and partial 
legislation every industry and interest of the 
people have been made to suffer, and in the 
executive departments of the Government dis- 
honesty, rapacity and venality have debauched 
the pubhc service. Men known to be unworthy 
have been promoted, while others have been de- 
graded for fidelity to official duty. Public office 
has been made the means of private profit, and 
the country has been offended to see a class of 
men who tioast the friendship of the sworn pro- 
tedors of the State amassing fortunes by defraud- 
ing the public treasury and by corrupting the 
servants of the people. In such a crisis of the 
history of the country I rejoice that the Conven- 
tion at St. Louis has so nobly raised the standard 
of reform. Nothing can be well with us or with 
our af&irs until the public conscience, shociced 
by the enormous evils and abuses which prevail, 
shall have demanded and compelled an unspar- 
ing reformation of our National Administration, 
"in its head and in its members." In such a 
reformation the removal of a single officer, even 
the President, is comparatively a trifling matter, 
if the system which he represents, and which has 
fostered him as he has fostered it, is suffered to 
remain. The President alone must not be made 
the scap^oat for the enormities of the system 
which infects the public service, and threatens 
the destruction of our institutions. In some re- 
spects 1 hold that the present Executive has been 
the vicdm rather than the author of that vicious 
system. Congressional and party leaders have 
been stronger than the President. No one man 
could have created it, and the removal of no one 
man can amend it. It is thoroughly corrupt, and 
must be swept remorselessly away by the selec- 
tion of a Government composed of elements en- 
tirely new, and pledged to radical reform. 

The first work of reform must evidently be the 
restoration of the normal operation of me Con- 
stitution of the United States, with all its amend- 
ments. The necessities of war cannot be pleaded 
in time of peace ; the right of local self-govern- 
ment Bs guaranteed by the Constitution of the 
Union must be everywhere restored, and the cen- 
tralized (almost personal) imperialism which has 
been practiced must be done away or the first 
principles of the Republic will be lost. 

Our financial system of expedients must be re- 
formed. Gold and silver are the real standard 
of values, and our national currency will not be 
a perfect medium of exchange until it shall be 
convertible at the pleasure of the holder. As I 
have heretofore said, no one desires a return to 
specie payments more earnestly than I do ; but I 
do not believe that it will or can be reached in 



..A_,oogle 



DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION. 



harmony with the interests of the people by arti- 
iicial meoiiures for the contraction of the currency, 
any more than X believe that wealth or permanent 
prosperity can be created by an inflation of the 
cncrency. The laws of finance can not be disre- 
garded with impunity. The financial policy of 
the Government, if indeed, it deserves the name 
of policy at all, has been in disregard of those 
laws, and therefore Iias disturbed commercial and 
business confidence, as well as hindered a return 
to sjiede payments. One feature of that policy 
was the resumption clause of the act of 1875, 
which has emlarrassed the country by the antici- 
pation of a compulsory resumption for which no 
preparation lias been made, and without any as- 
surance tliat it would be practicable. The repeal 
of that clause is necessary that the natural opera- 
tion of financial laws may be restored, that the 
business of the country may be relieved from its 
disturbing and depressing influence, and that a 
return to specie payments may be facihtated by 
the substitution of wiser and more prudent legis- 
lation which shall mainly rety on a judicious sys- 
tem of public economies and olScial retrench' 
ments, and above all on the promotion of pros- 
perity in all the industries of the people. 

I do not understand the repeal of the resump- 
tion clause of the act of 1875 to be a backward 
step in oar return to specie payments, but the re- 
i^very of a false step ; and, although the repeal 
may, for a time, be prevented, yet the determina- 
tion of the Democratic party on this subject has 
now been distinctly declared. There should be 
no hindrances put in the way of the return to 
specie payments. " As such a hindrance," says 
the platform of the St. Louis Convention, "we 
denounce the resumption clause of the act of 
1875, and demand its repeal." 

I dioroughly believe that by public economy, 
by official retrenchments, and by wise finance en- 
abling us to accumulate the precious metals, re- 
sumption, at an early period, is possible without 
producing an " artificial scarcity of currency," or 
disturbing pubhc or commercial credit ; and that 
these reforms, together with (he restoration of 
pure government, will restore general confidence, 
encourage tbe useful investment of capital, fur- 
nish employment tolabor,andrelieve the country 
from the " paralysis of hard times," 

With the industries of the people there have 
been frequent interferences. Our platform truly 
says that many industries have been impoverished 
to subsidize a few. Our commerce has been de- 
graded to an inferior position on the high seasj 
manufactures have been diminished; agriculture 
has been embarrassed, and the distress of the m- 
dustrial classes demands that these things shall 
be reformed. 

The burdens of the people must also be light- 
ened by a great change in our system of pubHc 
expenses. The profflgate expenditures which 
increased taxation from SS per capita in i860, to 
P18 in 1870, te!is its own story of our need of 
fiscal reform. 

Our treaties with foreign powers should Also 
be revised and amended, in so far as they leave 
citizens of foreign birth in any particular les^ se- 
cure in any country on earth than they would be 
if they had been bom upon our own soil) and 
the iniquitous coolie system wliich, through the 



agency of wealthy companies, imports CHiinese 
bondmen, and establishes a species of slavery, 
and interferes with the just rewards of labor on 
our Pacific coast should be utterly abolished. 

In the reform of our civil service I most heart- 
ily indoise that section of the platform which de- 
clares that the civil service ought not to be 
subject to change at every election," and that 
. ought not to lie made "the brief reward -of 
parly zeal, but ought to be awarded for proved 
competency and held for fidelity in the public 
employ." I hope never again to see the cruel 
and remorseless proscription for political opinions 
which has disgraced the Administration of the 
eight years. Bad as the civil service now is, 
ill know, it has some men of tried integri^ 
and proved ability. Such men, and such mea 
only, should he, retained in olhcei but no man 
should be retained, on any consideration, who 
has prostituted his office to the purposes of parti- 
san intimidation or compulsion, or who has fur- 
nished money to corrupt the elections. This is 
done, and has been done in almost every county 
of the land. It is a blight upon the morals of 
the counti^i and ought to be reformed. 

Of sectional contentions, and in respect to our 
common schools, I have ' only this to say 1 That 
in my judgment, the man or party that would in- 
volve our schools in political or sectarian contro- 
versy is an enemy to the schools. The common 
schools are safer under the protecting care of all 
the people than under the control of any party or 
sect. They must be neither sectarian nor parti- 
san, and there must be neither division nor mis- 
appropriation of the funds for their support. 
Likewise I regard the man who would arouse ot 
foster sectional animosities and antagonisms 
among his countrymen as a dangerous enemy to 
his country. All the people must be made to 
feel and know that once more there is established 
a purpose and policy under which all citizens of 
every condition, race, and color, will be secure 
in the enjoyment of whatever rights the Consti- 
tution and laws declare or recognize ; and that 
in controversies that may arise the Government 
is not a partisan, but within its constitutional au- 
thority the just and powerful guardian of the 
rights and safety of all. The strife between the 
sections and between races will cease as soon as 
the power for evil is taken away from a party that 
makes political gain out of scenes of violence and 
bloodshed, and the constitutional authority is 
placed in the hands of men whose political wel- 
fare requires that peace and good order shall be 
preserved everywhere. 

It will be seen, gentlemen, that I am in entire 
accord with the platform of the Convention by 
which I have been nominated as a candidate for 
the office of Vice-President of the United States. 
Permit roe, in conclusion, to express my satisfac- 
tion at being associated with a candidate for the 
Presidency who is first among his equals as a 
representative of the spirit and of the achieve- 
ments of reform. In his official career as the 
Executive of the great State of New York, he 
has, in a comparatively short period, reformed 
the public service and reduced the public burdens, 
so as to have earned at once the gratitude of his 
State and the admiration of the country. The 
people know him to be thoroughly in earnest; 
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he has shown himself to be possessed of powers 
and qitalLlles which fit him, in an eminent degree, 
for the great work of reformation which this 
country now needs; and if he shall be chosen by 
the people to the high office of President of the 
United States, I believe that the day of his inau- 
guration will be the beginning of a new era of 



peace, purity, and prosperity in all departments 
of our Covemment. I am, gentlemen, your obe- 

Thomas a. Hendricks, 
To Hon. John A. McClernand, Chairman, and 
others of the Committee of the National Dem- 
ocratic Convention. 



XXII. 

"aKEENBACK" AND PROHIBITION CONVENTIOSS. 



" QreeoMck" National Platform. 

The Independent ("Greenback"! National 
Convention met at Indianapolis, Indiana, on the 
iSth day of May, and nominated Mr. Peter 
Cooper, of New York city, for President, and 
Hon. Newton Booth, of California, for Vice- 
President. 

The Platform adopted is aa follows i 

The Independent party is called into existence 
by the necessities of the people, whose indusfries 
are prostrated, whose labor is deprived of its just 
reward by a ruinous policy which the Republican 
and Democratic parties refuse to change, and in 
view of the failure of these [larties to furnish re- 
lief to the depressed industries of the country, 
thereby disappointing the just hopes and expec- 
tations of the suffering people, we declare our 
principles and invite all independent and patriotic 
men to join our ranks In this movement for 
financial reform and industrial emancipation ; 

Mr-sl. We demand the immediate and uncon- 
ditional repeal of the specie resumption act of 
January 14, 1875, and the rescae of our industries 
from ruin and chsaster resulting from its enforce- 
ment ; and we call upon all patriotic men to or- 
ganize in every Congressional District of the 
country with a view of elecluig representatives to 
Congress who will carry out the wishes of the 
people in this regard and stop the present suici- 
dal and destructive policy of contraction. 

Stcond. We believe that a United States note 
issued directly by the Government and convertible 
on demand into United States obligations, bearing 
B rate of interest not exceeding one cent a day on 
each one hundred dollars, and exchangeable for 
United States notes at par, will afford the best cit- 
culatingmedium ever devised. Such United States 
notes should be full legal-tenders for all purposes 
except for the payment of such obligations as art 
hy existing contracts especially made payable in 
coin, and we hold that it is the duty of the Gov- 
ernment to provide such drculating medium, and 
insist, in the langu^e of Thomas Jefferson, that 
" bank paper must be suppressed and the circula- 
tion restored to the nation, to whom it belongs," 
Third. It is the paramount duty of the Govern- 
ment, in all its legislation to keep in view the 
full development of all legitimate business, a^i- 
cultural, mining, manufacturing and commercial, 
Fourth, We most earnestly protest against any 
further issue of gold bonds for sale in foreign 
markets, by which we would be made for a long 



period "hewers of wood and drawers of water" 
to foreigners, especially as the American people 
would gladly and promptly take at par all bonds 
the Government may need to sell, provided they 
e made payable at the option of the holder- and 
aring interest at 3 65 per cent, per annum, or 

Fifth. We further protest agtdnst the sale of 
Government bonds for the purpose of purchasing 
■ tb be used as a substitute for our more con- 

nt and less fluctuating fractional currency, 

which, although well calculated to enrich owners 
of silver mines, yet in operation it will still further 
oppress in taxation an already over-burdened 

A 'subsequent resolution against railroad sub- 
sidies was adopted. 

Peter Cooper's Acceptaace. 

TAt Hon. Moses W. Field, Chairman, and the 
Hon. Thomas J. Dueant, Secretary, National 
Executive Committee, Independent party. 
Gentlemen ; Your formal official notification 
of the unanimous nomination tendered by the 
National Convention of the Independent party at 
Indianapolis on the r7th bst., to me for the high 
office of President of the United States, and to 
(he Hon. Newton Booth, of California, for Vice- 
R-esident, is before me, tc^ether with an authenti- 
cated copy of the admirable platform which the 
Convention adopted. While I most heartily 
thank the Convention through you for the great 
honor they have thus conferred upon me, kindly 
permit me to say that there is a bare possibility — 
if wise counsels prevail — that the sorely needed 
relief from the blighting effects of past unwise 
legislation relative to finance which the people so 
earnestly seek, may yet be had through either the 
Republican or Democratic party, both of them 
meeting in National Convention at an early date. 
It is unnecessary for me to assure you that while 
I have no aspiration for the position of Chief 
Magistrate of this great Republic, I will most 
cheerfully do what I can to forward the best in. 
terests of my country. 1 therefore accept your 
nomination conditionally, expressing the earnest 
hope that the Independent party may yet attain 
its exalted aims, while permitting me to step 
aside and remain in that quiet whidi is most con- 
genial to my nature and time of life. Most re- 
spectfully, your obedient servant, 

Peter Cooper. 
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Mr. Booth declined the nomination for Vice- 
President, and Hon. Samuel F. Gary, of Oliio, 
has been sutetitated for him by the National 
Executive Council of that party. 

Proliibition National CoiiTentlon. 

This body met at Cleveland, Ohio, on the lyih 
of May, and nominated Rev. Green Clay 
Smith, of Kentucky, for President, and G. T. 
Stewart, of Ohio, for Vice-President. 
The Platform adopted is as followE i 
The I^ohibition Reform party of the United 
States, organized in the name of the people, to 
revive, enfqftce and perpetuate in the Govern- 
ment the doctrines of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, submit in this Centennial year of the Re- 
public for the sufTrages of all good citizens the 
following platform of national lefomis and mea- 

Ftrsi— The legal prohibition in the District of 
Columbia, the Territories, and in every other 
place subject to the laws of Congress, of the im- 
portation, exportation, manufacture and trafUc of 
all alcoholic beverages, as high crimes against 
society ; an amendment of the national Constitu- 
tion to render these prohibifoty measures univer- 
sal and permanent; and the adoption of treaty 
stipulations with foreign powers to prevent the 
imporSalion and exportation of all alcoholic bev- 

Stitrnit—T^e abolition of class legislation and 
of special privileges in the Government, and the 
adoption of equal suffrage and eligibility to ofKce 
without distinction of race, religious creed, pro- 

Third — The appropriation of the public lands 
in limited quantities to actual settlers only; the 
reduction of the rates of inland and ocean post- 
age ; of telegraphic communication ; of railroad 
and water transportation and travel to the lowest 
practical point by force of laws, wisely and justly 
framed, with reference not only to the interests 
of capital employed, but to the higher claims of 
the genenJ good. 

Fourth — The suppression, by laws, of lotteries 
and gambling in gold, stocks, produce and every 
form of money and property, and the penal inhi- 
bition of the use of the public m^Is for advertis- 
ing schemes of gambling and lotteries, 

Fifth—The abolition of those foul enormities, 
polygamy and the social evil, and the protection 
of purity, peace and happiness of homes byample 
and efiicient legislation. 

Sixlh—The national observance of the Chris- 
tian Sabbath, established by laws prohibiting or- 
dinary labor and business in all. departments of 
15 



public service and private employments, (works 
of necessity, charity and religion excepted,) On 
thai day. 

Seven/A — The estabhshraent by mandatory pro- 
visions in National and State constitutions, and by 
all necessary legislation, of a system of free pub- 
lic schools for the uniyersal and forced education 
of all the youth of the land. 

Eighth—The free use of the Bible, not as a 
ground of religious creeds, but as a text-book of 
purest morality, the best liberty and the noblest 
literature, in our public schools, that our children 
may grow up in its light and that its spirit and 
principles may pervade our nation. 

Ninth— -Tilt separation of the Government in 
all its departments and institution, including the 
public schools and all funds for their mainte- 
nance, from the control of every religious sect or 
other association, and the protection alike of all 
sects by equal laws, with entire freedom of re- 
ligious faith and worship. 

7iH(A— The introduction into all treaties here- 
after negotiated with foreign governments, of a 
provision for the amicable setllement of inter- 
national. difBculties by arbitration. 

Eltventh — The abolition of all barbarous 
modes and instruments of punishment. The 
recognition of the laws of God and the claims of 



Twelfth— Th^ abolition of executive and legis- 
lative patronage, and the election of President, 
Vice-ftesident, United States Senators, and of all 
civil officers, so far as practicable, by the direct 
vote of the people. 

Thirteenth~-'Tn& practice of a friendly and 
liberal policy to immigrants from ail nations, the 
guaranty to them of ample protection, and of 
equal rights and privileges. 

Fourteenth — The separation of the money of 
Government from all lanUing institutions. The 
National Government only should exercise the 
high prerogative of issuing paper money, and that 
should be subject to prompt redemption on de- 
mand, in gold and silver, the only equal standards 
of value rect^nized by the civilized world. 

Fifteenth — The reduction of the salaries of 
public ofHeers in a just ratio with the decline of 
wages and market prices, the abolition of sine- 
cures, unnecessary offices and official fees and 
perquisites; the practice of strict economy in 
government expenses, and a free and thorough 
investigation into any and all all^^ abases of 
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1875. 

HEW TORE. 

RepnbUcan, Sept. d, ISTS. 

"The Republicans of New York, fsiithful lo 
justice and lilierly, to the supremacy of the Con- 
stitution, to the national unity and the just rights 
of the States, make the following declaration of 
principles; 

"I. The national government should remain 
in the hands of those who sustain the guaranties 
of the amended Constitution, and in pursuance 
of the past action of the Republican party and its 
good results, the welfare of the country requires 
a just, generous and forbearing national policy in 
the southern States, a firm refusal to use military 
power, except for purposes clearly defined in the 
Constitution, and the local enforcement of na- 
tional authority by those only who are in sympathy 
with such a policy and will heartily support it. 

"2, We demand honesty, economy, and effi- 
ciency in every branch of the State and National 
admiuistrations,prompt investigation of all charges 
of wrong-doing, and summary expoaiure, prosecu- 
tion and punishment of wrong-doers. We there- 
fore heartily commend the action of all officers, 
whether of the State or National government, in 
their honest efforts for the correction of public 
abuses. We pledge to them our constant and 
faithful support, and we charge every nominee 
of this convention to co-operate in every honor- 
able way to secore pure government and to bring 
offenders to justice. 

"3. The people should nominate for the legis- 
lature only men who are pledged by their known 
character to provide and sustain measures calcu- 
lated to rescue and preserve the State from every 
form of corruption and mal-administration. 

" 4, The guilty offenders in the management 
of the canals should be brought to speedy punish- 
ment, and the Executive, under the powers al- 
ready conferred upon him, should suspend all 
officers who have violated the law. 

" 5. The Republican party has proved itself 
from the beginning the party of practical reform 
and sound economy. In the affairs of this State 
it has, within the last four years, provided for the 
payment of $ ooo ooo f th public debt, and 
practically ng h d th g neral State Indebt- 
edness, and by his ti n hia made it certain 
that the tax f th n year will be reduced 
about S;s,000 000 

" 6. Furth fl f h currency, under 

any pretence wh w Id be a public calam- 

ity. The n f h nes industry and the 

common w 1 ar d ma d h speediest possible 
return io specie payments. 

" 7. The whole subject of taxation ought to 
lie carefully and wisely reviewed, to the end that 
its burdens should bear equally upon all. 

"8, Recc^iaing as conclusive the President's 
public declaration that he is not a candidate for 
renomination, and with the sincerest gratitude 



third term. 

" 9. The free public school is the bulwark of 
the American republic ; we therefore demand tht 
unqualified maintenance of the public school sys- 
tem, and its support by equal taxadon. We are 
ipposed to all sectarian appropriations 



denounce 



n institutions any project for ; 



e against liberty and republi- 



ool fund of Ihe 



" 10. The national administration, by its stead- 
fast fidelity to the principles of commercial 
honor, by its opposition to unsound financial pro- 
jects, by its calm avoidance of collisions with 
foreign powers, by its reliance on justice and rea- 
son, rather than force, in the settlement of dis- 
putes, by its firm vindication of the national dig- 
nity and authority, by rigidly executing the laws, 
correcting abuses, punishing offenders and enforc- 
ing retrenchment without boastful, ostentatious 
pretension, deserves the gratitude of the Ameri- 
can people, and adds lustre to the services in the 
war of the distinguished soldier and patriot who 
stands at its head." 

Democratic, September 16, 1875. 

The Democratic party of New York renew 
their pledge of fidelity to the principles adopted 
and affirmed unanimously by the delegates repre- 
senting the Democrats of all the United States 
together assembled in their latest National Con- 
ventioti, and since reapproved and indorsed by 
Democratic majorities in fifteen States, compris- 
ing more than half the total population of the 

IFrom the National Democratic Platform, Bai- 
timore, July Io, 1872.] 

SeviHih — The public credit must be sacredly 
maintained, and we denounce repudiation in 
every form and guise. 

Eighth — A speedy return to specie payment is 
demanded alike by the highest considerations of 
commercial morality and honest government. 

To these authentic declarations of Democratic 
principle and policy the time gives proof. The 
present depression of business is caused by the 
reaction from the unhealthy stimulus of an exces- 
sive, depreciated and irredeemable currency; l^ 
enormous and ill-adjusted municipal, state and 
federal taxation, and by extravagance, waste and 
peculation in the administration of public affairs. 
The remedy for this evil is not to be found in the 
renewal of any of the causes. In face of ihe fact 
that the existing volume of currency is greater 
than can be absorbed by business ; in face of the 
fact thai the recent fall of prices has followed re- 
peated inflations, any attempt to increase the cur- 
rency would be worse than ineffectual to revive 
prosperity, for it would interrupt the healing pro- 
cesses of industry ; it would be worse than futile 
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to restore confidence, for it would create distrust 
and new uncertainties in business, paralyie tlie 
beginnings of enterprise, rob labor of lis too scanty 
employment, and while stifling the progress ol 
legislative reforms, would inflict lasting dishonor 
upon the credit, the intelligence and the charac- 
ter of the country. 

IFritm tke_ New York Democratic Platform, 
Syracuse, September l6, 1874.] 

^;Vj#_Gold and silver the only legal tender : 
no currency inconvertible with coiiu 

Second — Steady steps toward Specie Payments ; 
no step backward. 

735 !)rf— Honest payment of the public debt in 
coin : sacred preservation of the public faith. 

Fourth — Revenue reform : Federal taxation 
for revenue only : no govepiment partnership with 
protected monopolies. 

pifl!, — Home Rule ; to limit and localize most 
jealously the few powers intrusted to public ser- 
vants — municipal, state and federal : no centrali- 

Sixtk — Equal and exact justice to all men ; no 
partial legislation ; no partial taxation. 

Seventh — A free press : no gag laws. 

Eightk—Yta^ men : a nnifoim excise law : no 
sumptuary laws. 

A%u'i---OfBcial accountability enforced by bet- 
ter civil and criminal remedies ; no private use 
of public funds by public officers. 

TeKth — Corporations chartered by the State 
always supervisable by the Slate in the inl 
of the people. 

Eleventh — The party in power responsible for 
all legislation while In power. 

Twelfth — The Presidency a public trust, not a 
private perquisite : no third terra. 

Thirteenth — Economy in the public expense, 
that labor nmy be lighdy burdened. 

The Democrats of New York, in convention 
assembled, pledge themselves, their nominees and 
their representatives in Senate and Assembly, to 
follow where an honest and fearless chief magis- 
trate has dared to lead in reforming the adminis- 
tration of our great canals, so lung" despoiled In 
their construction, maintenance, repairs and rev- 
enues ; to carry on with unwavering purpose and 
fidelity wise measures to increase the efficiency 
of all departments of the public works and 
vice, and to persist in reducing our State ta , 
which the burdens have already been lightened 
by the retrenchments and reforms of a single 
year to the amount of nearly J3,trao,ooo1 And 
apon this paramount, immediate and practical h 
sue of administrative reform we cordially invil 
the co-operation of every true Democrat, every 
Liberal Republican, and all our fellow-citizens 
of whatever name who are willing in the coming 
State elections to unite with us in supportii 
form candidates upon a reform platform. 

OHIO. 
Sepa&Ucan, June 2, 1875. 

The Republicans of Ohio in Coiiventic 
sembled, reaffirming the cardinal principles of 
their organization, which have become receiv 
maxims of policy, Kate and National, declare 
specific points the series of sentiments following : 



:. The States are one as a Nation, and all 
sens are equal under the laws, and entitled to 
their fullest protection. 

2. That a policy of finance should be steadily 
pursued which, without annecessaty shock to 
business or trade, will ultimately equalize the 
purchasing capacity of the coin and paper dollar, 

3. We are in favor of a tariff for revenue, with 
incidental protection to American industry. 

4. We stand by free education, our public 
school system, the taitation of all for its support, 
and no divisi(m of the school fund. 

5. Under our Republican system of Govern- 
ment, there should be no connection direct or in- 
direct, between Church and State, and we op- 
pose all legislation in the interest of any particular 
sect. Upon this subject we should not fail to 
profit by the experience of foreign Governments, 
where the efforts of the Church to control the 
State constitute an evil of great magnitude, and 
endangers the power and prosperity of the people. 

6. We demand such a revision of the patent 
laws as vrill relieve industry from the oppression 
of monopolies in administration. 

7. A grateful people can never cease to re- 
member the services of our soldiers and sailors, 
and it is due to them that liberality and generosity 
should obtain in the adjustment of pay and 
bounties. 

8. That we demand that the public domain 
shall be scrupulously reserved for occupancy by 
actual settlers. 

9. The determination of the Government to 
collect the revenue and prevent and punish frauds 
has our unqualified approval. 

10. That the power of municipal corporations 
(0 create debts should be restricted, and local and 
other expenditures should be so reduced as to 

11. The observance of Washington's example 
in retiring at the close of a second Presidential 
term will be in the future, as it has been in the 
past, regarded as a fundamental rule in the un- 
written law of the Republic. 

12. The distinguished success of his adminis- 
tration, which to the fame of the patriot and sol- 
dier has added that of the capable and judicious 
statesman, entitles President Grant to the grati- 
tude of his countrymen. 

Democratic, June 17, 1875. 

The Democratic party of Ohio, in State Con- 
vention assembled, proclaim the following propo- 
sitions of political faith and action ; 

I. A sacred adherence to the principles of 
government declared and put in practical ope- 
ration by the fathers of the Republic. 

I. Opposition to aggressions by either depart- 
ment of the Government upon the functions of 
the other, and to the exercise by Federal authori- 
ties of any of the powers reserved by the Con- 
stitution to the States respectively, or to the 
people. 

3. The protection of the Government to all 
citizens, without regard to race, color, or previous 
condition of servitude. 

4. The President's services should be limited 
to one term, at a salary of ^35,000 a year, 

5. Retrenchment and reform in every depart- 
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meot of the Government — Federal, State and 

6. No grants of land or money by the Govern- 
ment, or use of its credit to railroad, steamship or 
other companies. 

7. The preservation of the remnant of the pub- 
lic lands for the benelit of the citizens of the 
United States and foreign emigrants who have 
declared their intention to become such, who will 
occupy and cultivate the same. 

8. That the contraction of the currency hereto- 
fore made by the Republican party, and the 
further contraction proposed by it, with a view to 
the forced resumption to specie payment, has 
already brought disaster to the business of the 
country, and threatens general bankruptcy. We 
demand that this policy be abandoned and that 
the volume of currency be made and kept equal 
to the wants of trade, leaving the restoration of 
1 g 1 1 ders to par, gold, to be brought about by 
J. ml g the industries of the people and not 1^ 
d t y g them. 

9 Th the policy already initiated by the Re- 
p bl n party of abolishing legal-tenders and 
g g N tional banks the power to furnish all 
til rr cy will increase the power of an 

1 dy d ngerous monopoly and the enormous 

b d n w oppressing the people without any 

esp ding advant^e, and that we oppose the 

pol y d demand diat all the National hank 

IT 1 t n be promptly and permanently retired, 
and 1 g 1 tenders be issued in their place. 

10. That the pubUc interest demands the Gov- 
emment should cease to discredit its own cur- 
rency, and should make its legal tenders receiv- 
able for all public dues, except where respect for 
the obligations of contracts requires payment in 
coin; and that we favor the payment of at least 
one-half of the customs in legal tenders. 

ri. The extinction of the present National 
banks, and the establishment in their stead of a 
system of free banks of discount and deposit, un- 
der such regulations as the States may respect- 
ively prescribe; and no paper currency except 
such as may be issued directly by and upon the 
faith of the General Government. 

13. A tariff for the sole purpose of revenue. 
!3. We favor the complete separation of 

Church and State; religious independence and 
absolute freedom of opinion ; equal and exact 
justice to all religious societies, and purely secu- 
lar education at the expense of taxpayers, without 
division among or control by any sect, directly or 
indirectly, of any portion of the Public School 
Fund. In view of the admirable provisions of 
our State Constitution upon these subjects, which 
are due to the energy and wisdom of the Demo- 
cratic party, we denounce the Republican plat- 
form as an insult to the intelligence of the peo- 
ple of Ohio, and a base appeal to sectarian pre- 

14. That we are opposed to the passage of 
what are called Sumptuary Laws, or any inter- 
ference with social habits or customs not in them- 
selves criminal ; and we reprobate any espionage 
by one class of citizens upon another under any 
pretense whatever. With this declaration of 
principles and policy, we arraign the leaders of 
the Republican party for their extravagant ex- 
penditure and profligate waste of the people's 



money ; for their oppressive, unjust, and defective 
system of finance and taxation ; for their contin- 
ued tyranny and cruelty to the Southern States 
of the Union ; for squandering the public lands ; 
for the continuance of incompetent and corrupt 
home and alffoad ; and for then' 
general mismanagement of the Government; and 
■dially invite all men, without regard to 
past party associations, to coSperate with us in 
:pelliugthem from office, and in securing such 
' ' ' .tration of public affairs as characterized 
md better days of the Republic. 



PEraSYLVANIA. 

Bepubliean, Blay 2ti, 1875. 

The Republicans of- Pennsylvania, affirming 
their continued adhesion to the party whose per- 
petuation is rendered nec;essary % the causes 
which called it into existence, make declaration 
of the fundamental principles of their political 
faith as foliows : 

—The equality of all men before the law, 
equal justice to all, and special favors to none. 

2.— The harmony of the National and State 
governments ; both are parts of one system, alike 
necessary for the common prosperity, peace and 

curity. 

3.— The unity of the na^on ; we are one peo- 
ple ; the Constitution of the United States forms 
ovemment, not a league. 
j._A faithful execution of th 
nomic^ administration of the gov m eg 

rity in office, honesty in all branc es th 
service, and a rigid accoimtabilit p ffi 

5 . — Protection to home industry d h m 
market for home products. 

6,— The right of the laborer to p d 

encouragement, and the promoti h rm 

between labor and capital. 

7. — Cheap transportation, and h 
ment of closer intercourse betwe 
the country. 

8.—- Free banking, a safe and u m 
currency adjusted to the growing Is h 

business interests of the country, re 

duction of the national debt. 

g. — The public domain, being the heritage of 
the people, should be preserved for actual settlers 
exclusively. 

10. — The equalization of the bounces of sol- 
diers, and a speedy settlement of all just claims 
arising out of the late war. 

II. — Honest men in office, men with brains 
enough to know dishonesty when they see it, and 
courage enough to fight it when they find it. 

Rtsohied, That we declare a firm, unqualified 
adherence to the unwritten law of the repubhc, 
which wisely and under the sanction of the most 
venerable examples, limits the Presidential ser- 
vice of . any citizen to two terms ; and we, the 
Republicans of Pennsylvania, in recognition of 
this law, are unalterably opposed to the elec- 
tion lo the Presidency of any person for a third 

• See President Grant's reply ts this rciolution, page 
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Democratic, Septembei- 8, 1875. 

Resolved, i. That we hereby declare 



imfal 



lering devotion to ihe fundameDtal principles of 
democratic government as enunciated by Thomas 
Jefferson in his first inaugural address, to wit : 
Equal and enact justice to oilmen, of whatsoever 
state or persuasion, religious or political ; the 
support of the Stale governments in all their 
rights iis the most ci>nipel:ent administration for 
our domestic concerns, and the surest bulwarks 
against anti-republican tendencies ; the supremacy 
of the civil over military authority ; economy m 
the public enpense, that labor may be lightly bur- 
dened; the honest payment of our j ust debts and 
the sacred preservation of the public faith ; free- 
dom of religion, freedom of the press, freedom 
of person under the protection of the great writ of 
habeas corpus, and trial by juries impartially se- 
lected. 

2. That tlie widespread depression and suffer- 
ing which affect every business and employment 
that is capable of being touched by legislation 
show beyond adouU the ignorance, insuffidency, 
and wickedness of the leaders of the party Chat 
has ruled the State and nation for a period of 
years, and calls for their immediate and perma- 
nent removal from the places which they fiave so 
long dishonored and disgraced. 

3. That the contraction of the money currency 
and circulating medium heretofore made by the 
Republican party, and the further coniraclion 
proposed by it with a view to the forced resump- 
tion of specie payments, has already brought dis- 
aster to the business of the country and threatens 

rerid bankruptcy. We demand that this policy 
abandoned, and that the volume of money he 
made and kept equal to Che wants of trade, leav- 
ing (he resCoration of legal lenders to par in gold 
to be brought about by promoting the industries 
of Che people, and noC by destroying them. 

4. That the policy already initiated by the Re- 
publicaji party of abolishing legal tenders and 
giving the national banks the power Co furnish all 
ttie currency will increase the power of an 
already dangerous monopoly and the enormous 
burden now oppressing the people without com- 
pensating advantage, and that all the national 
bank circulation be promptly and permanently re- 
tired and full legal tenders be issued in their 

5. That the public interest demands that the 
Government should 



and should make i 



able for all public dues, e 
the obligations of contrac 



:ept where respect fo' 
requires payment ii 



6. Demands the extinclion of the present na- 
tional banks, and the establishment in their stead 
of a system of free banks of discounC and deposit, 
under such regulations as the States respectively 
may prescribe, and no paper money except such 
as may be issued directly and upon the faith of 
the Federal Government, affording practically a 
currency based on Che gold and silver and other 
property of the whole people of the country. 

7. That with this declaration of principles and 
policy, we arraign the leaders of the Republican 
party for their extravagant expenditures and 
profligate waste of the people's money; for their 



ionate increase of the salaries of our public 
officers; for their oppressive, unjust and defective 
system of taxes, finance and currency; for their 
continuance of incompetent and corrupt men in 
office, and for their general mismanagement of 
both the State and F&eral Governments, and we 
cordially invite Che Liberal Republicans and 
other men, without regard to past party associ- 
ations, to coSperate with us in expelling them 
from power, and establishing such an adminis- 
Imtion of our public affairs as characterized the 
purer and better days of the Republic. 

IHDIAHA. 

Eepnblican, February 22, I8JG. 

The following is an abstract of the Platform : 

First. After recounting Che record of the Re- 
publican party iC declares that they will remain 
faithful to if. 

Second. Denybg the rbht of any State to in- 
terfere in the execution of Che naCional laws. 

Third. Declaring that the United Slates is a 
nation, and not a mere confederation of States. 

Fourth. Holding Che National and State Gov- 
ernments to be entirely independent of each other 
within their own proper spheres. 

Fifth, Expressing a willingness to restore en- 
tirely Che amicable relations between the people 
of the North and South who engaged in the re- 
bellioli, and with Chat view are ready to forgive 
and grant amnesty (0 those who sincerely desire 
it, buC not to Chose who are still unrepentant ; and 
at the same time declaring that the war for Che 
Union was right and rebellion wrong, and that 
thus it should forever stand in history. 

Sixth. That while Chey have no wish Co dis- 
franchise any who fonghC for the Confederacy, it 
is a flagrant insult when faithful Union soldiers, 
who risked their lives for Che nation and are hon- 
estly discharging the duties of their offices, are 
removed to make place for those who fought 
^^nst the countiy, and it deserves Che rebuke 
and condemnaCion of the whole country and 
every loya! soldier. 

Seventh. In conducting the civil service, offi- 
cers shold be selected because of their qualifica- 
it^ity and moral character, and Che pat- 
of the government should be so disposed 
111 iiic matter of faithfulness and economy that it 
shall not be brought in conflict with the freedom 

Eighth. The equality of all is maintained, that 
equal justice should be done Co all and especial 
privileges conferred on none. 

M'nth. PerfecC religious freedom and freedom 
of conscience is insisted upon ; Che union of 
Church and State is opposed, and it is declared 
ineompaCible with American citiienship to pay 
allegiance to any foreign power, civil or ecclesi- 
astical. 

Tenth. The duty of the government is to so 
regulate its revenue system as to give all needful 
encouragement to our agricultural, mechanical. 



ir and capital and just 
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Eleventh. Taiea should give ihe greatest pos- 
Mble exemption to necessities, and be placed more 
heavily upon the luxuries and wailth of the 

Tuisifih. The government's duty in furnishing 
currency is to ao regulate it as to provide for its 
ultimate redemption in gold and silver; thai any 
attempt to hasten this period more rapidly than 
brought about by laws of trade and commerce is 
inexpedient; therefore so much of the so-called 
resumption act as fines the time for resuming 
■specie payments should be repealed, and then the 
currency should remain nndislurbed, neither con- 
tracted not expanded, so that the financial troubles 
of the country will be cured by the natural laws 
of trade, and by persevering in that course of 
policy which Repubiicans have constantly midn- 
tai tied of steadily looking to the ultimate resump 
tion oi specie payments. 

Thirteenth. The greenback currency was cre- 
ated by the Republican party as a war measure ; 
(he Democracy avowed the measure was uncon- 
stitutional, and that the notes would become 
worthless ; therefore, if the Democracy were sin- 
cere, one of its objects in now seeking to obtain 
control of the government must be to destroy this 
currency along with that furnished the national 
banks, so that the country may be compelled to re- 
turn to the system which existed under Buchanan. 
Fourleenth. When the Republicans came into 
power in 1861, the expenditures of the country 
were greater than its receipts; commerce and 
trade were deranged by maladministration; the 
credit of the United States below par. Now, 
notwithstanding the 6nancia[ embarrassments and 
the pgantic war, the credit of the nation is above 
par and its bonds sought after in all the great 
money markets of the world. 

Fifteenth. Irrevocable opposition is declared 
to the payment of any part of the rebel debt, or 
for emancipated slaves, or for the properly of 
rebels destroyed in the war. 

Sixteenth. The strictest economy consistent 
with public safely in National and State affairs is 
demanded. 

Seventeenth. Favoringandencouragingschools 
and the means of education necessary for extend- 
ing the prindples of civil and religious liberty; 
regarding all opponents of the common school 
system as assailing the fundamental principle of 
free government ; demanding faithful adminis- 
tration of school laws, so thatschools may become 
what they were designed to he, the schools of 
thepeople. 

The Eighteenth and Nineteenth thank the 
soldiers and sailois of Indiana during the Rebel- 
lion, declaring that the honor of the nation is 
pledged to provide bounties and pensions for 
them, and take care of widows and orphans of 
those who IcBt their lives. 

Twentieth. Praising Grant's administration, 
and commending his example of removing his 
own appointees when found unfaithful, and caus- 
ing them to be so prosecuted that " none guilty 



DemocraUo, April 19, 1S76. 

The following are the principal planks in the 
platform adopted ; 



We believe in our ancient doctrine that gold 
and silver are the true and the safe basis for Ihe 
currency, and we are in favor of measures and 
policies that will produce uniformity in value in 
the coin and paper money of the country without 
destroying or embarrassing the business interests 
of the people. 

We oppose Ihe contraction of the volume of 

I paper currency, and declare in favor of the 
adoption of measures looking to the gradual re- 
'"■ement of the circulation of the national banks 

id the substitution therefor of circulating notes 
issued by authority of the Government. 

We recognise with patriotic satisfaction the 

ist recuperative energies with which our coun- 
try is endowed, and we obsCTve tiat, in spite of 
the interference with the laws of commerce which 
has been practiced, our currency has improved in 
proportion as our wealth has increased, and the 
sense of national and local security has been con- 
firmed. We are therefore of the opinion that a 
national return to specie payments will be pro- 
moted by the increase of notional wealth and 
industries, by the assurance of hartnony at home 
and peace abroad, and by strengthening onr pub- 
lic credit under a wise and economical admmis. 
tmtion of our national afiairs. 

The legal tender notes constitute a safe cur- 
rency, and one especially valuable to the debtor 
classes, because of its legal tender quality, and 
demand the repeal of the legislation enacted 
by the Republican party, providing for its with- 
drawal from circulation, and the substitution 
therefor of national bank paper, 

le act of Congress for the resumption of 
specie payments on the 1st of January, 1879, was 
a party measure devised in secret caucus for 
party ends, and forced through the House of 
Representatives without the allowance of amend- 
ment or debate, under parly discipHne. It para- 
lyzes industry, creates distrust of die future, turns 
'.he laborer and producer out of employment, is a 
standing threat upon business men, and should at 
ance be repealed, without any condition what- 



KEW TOEK, 
Bepnblican, March 22, ISJfi. 

The Republicans of New York, in this centen- 
nial of the nation, reaffirm the sacred truths and 
principles of their fathers, and make the foUow- 

First., We are for the unity of the nation and 
the just rights of the States ; for the full recondli- 
ation and enduring harmony of all sections ; for 
the inviolate preservation of the results of the 
war and (he con^ltutional rights of every citizen ; 
for grateful recognition of the brave: soldiers of 
the Republic; lor thorough retrenchment and 
reform; for the unsparing pursuit, exposure and 
punishment of public frauds and official dishon- 
esty; for the elevation of the public service, and 
pure and efficient government; for maintaining 
untarnished the National credit and honor ; fOT a 
sound currency of Coin, or paper convertible into 
coin, and for common schools absolutely free 

Second. We charge the Democratic party 
with being the same in character and spirit as 
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.when it sympathiied with treason ; with making 
its control of the House of Representatives the 
triumph and opportunity of the nation's cecent 
foes; with reasserting and applauding, in the 
National Capital, the sentiments of unrepentant 
rebellion; with send'ng Union soldiers to the 
rear and promoting Confederate soldiers to the 
front; with deliberately proposing to repudiate 
the plighted faith of the Governniei«; with be- 
ing equally false and imbecile upon the over- 
shadowing financial qnestiotts ; . with thwarting 
the ends of justice by i£ partisan mismanagement 
and obstruction of investigation (hrongb the (our 
months of its ascendency in the lower House of 
Congress ; with proving itself utterly incompe- 
tent to administer the Government ; and we warn 
the couHtry against trusting a party alike un- 

, worthy, recreant, and incapable. 

Third. Without regard to past differences, we 
cordially invite. all who believe that the direction 
of the Government should not pass into the hands 
that sought to destroy it, and who seek pure 
and economical government by hone^ and capa- , 
ble ofticers, to unite with us in fraternal and mu- 
tually considerate co^eralion for the promotion 
of these ends. 

Feurih. We emphatically condemn the dis- 
honesty and treachery of every official who is 
faithless to his trust, and approve the injunction 
to let no guilty man, however high, escape. We 
believe the virtue of the people, which saved the 
nation through the storm of war, will preserve it 
irom the dangers of corruption. We commend 
the good work of the National Administration in 
protecting the public treasury and punishing 

, public offenders, and in laying down his trust at 
the close of the period for which he lias been 
chosen. President Grant will carry with him the 
lasting gratitude of the American people for his 
patriotic services in war and peace. 

Democratic, April 83, 1S7«. 

The Democraticparty of New York renew their 
fidelity to the principles set forth in their platform 
adopted in 1874 and 1S75, thrice approved at 

ithe ballot boxes of the Empire State, well vindi- 

,cated in the illustrious administration of Governor 
Samuel J. Tilden, and commended anew lo their 

:fatth and adoption by the endorsement of an in- 
creasing majori^ of their fellow Democrats of 
sister States throughout the Union. The Demo- 
cratic party of New .York re-adopt also their reso- 
Intion adopted in the State conventions of 1864, 

,l868and 1S72, to wit; 

Resolved, That the delegateii to the Demo- 
cratic National Convention to be appointed are 

ihereby instructed to fenter that Convention as a 
jinit, in accordance with the will of a majority of 

ithe members thereof, and in case any of its mem- 

,bers shall be appointed a deleg^ diereof by 
another organization, and should not forthwith, in 
.writing, decline such appointment, his seat shall 
be regarded as vacated, and the delegation shall 
proceed to fill the same, and they are hereby also 
.empowered to supply all vacancies by death, ab- 

■sence, resignation or olhecmise. The Democratic 
party of New York, while committing to their 
delegates the duty of joining' with the delegates 
of their fellow Democrats of all the States in the 
IS deliberations, of the National Conven- 



tion, declare their settled principles ! The frugal 
expenditure and the administrative purity of the 
founders of the Republic as the first and most 
imperious necensifj' of the times, the commanding 
issue now before the people of the Union. 



First. Unconditional repeal of the Republican 
forced Resumption act. 

Second. The substitution of legal tenders for 
National bank notes. 

Third. Legal tenders to be receivable for all 
debts, public and private, and all taxes and cus- 

Fourib. No forced inflation, no forced contrac- 
tion, but a circulation equal to the wants of trade 
and industry, to be r^ulated in volume and 
gradually equalized with gold by appropriate 
legislation. 

Fifih. Legislation for the development of the 
resources and wealth of the country by the 
people to the exclusion of monopolies. 

Sixth. A faithful comphance with the nation's 
just obligations. 

Seventh. No centralization. Local self-gov- 

Eighth. We denounce the present corruption 
in the af&irs of the Federal Government, and de- 
mand searching investigation and prompt punish- 
ment of the guilty, independent of party and 
irrespective of persons. 

Ninth. We oppose the reelection of every 
Congressman, Senator or Assemblyman who has 
opposed, directly or indirectly, the repeal of the 
iniquitous Resumption act. 

OHIO. 

Bepublican, March 2», 18;6. 

The Republicans of Ohio renew their alle- 
giance to the Republican patty and reafiirm its 
principles of free government as declared and de- 
fined by the grand men of 1776, and endeared to 
the people of our times by die sacrifices of war 
and the blessings of an assured union of the 
States, based upon universal liberty. 

Second. The citizens of the several States 
the Union are also citizens of the nation, and a 
equal in the Constitution and laws in all rights 
citizenship, and are entitled to full and equal pro- 
■ tection in- their exercise. 

Third. We favor an honest and economi 
administration of the Government, and favor 
trenchment and reform in the public servi 
Personal integrity and fidelity should be required 
of all officials, and when found to be dishonored 
and corrupt they should be prosecuted and pun- 
ished ; and we cordially commend the vigorous 
prosecution of public offenders by the present 
National Administration. 

Fourth. The national creditond honormust be 
sacredly mai ntaiiied. 

Fifth, We recognize gold as the true standard 
value, and the only steady and safe basis for a 
circulating medium, and declare that that policy 
of finance should be steadily pursued which, with 
out unnecessary injury to business or trade, will 
ultimately equ^ize the value of the coin and pa- 
per dollar. 



rfbjGoogle 



HAND-BOOK OF POLITICS. 



Sixth, We favor a tariff of revenue, witli inci- 
dental proteMion to American industry. 

Seventh. We stand by our system of free com- 
mon scliools, supported by. general taxation. 
There must be no division of the school fund and 
no sectarian interference with the schools. 

Eighth. To the soldiers and sailors who fought 
f( ; the Union the nation, owes a debt of gratitude, 
aLi they and the widows and orphans of those 
who have fallen are justly entitled to liberal boun- 
ties and pensions. 

Ninth. The Ihanlts of the people are due to 
President Grant for his faithful adherence to Re- 
publican principles, and we assure him of the 
gratitude of the country for the distinguished ser- 
vice he has rendered as a soldier and civilian, 
DenuHjraUc, May 17tli, 1816. 
Seealvfd, That recognizing the duty of the 
Democratic party as the time-honored champion 
of the rights of the many against the aggressions 
of the few, to express its purposes on the pending 
currentqr conflict without reserve or equivocation, 
we decare that we shall urge against all opposi- 
tion, come from what quarter it may, measures to 
effect the following objects : 

First, The immediate and unconditional re- 
peal of the Republican Resumption law. 

Second. The defeat of all schemes for resnmp- 
lioii which involve either contraction of the cur- 
rency, perpetuation of bank issues, or increase of 
flie interest burden of the debt. 

Third, The gradual but eaily substitution of 
legal tenders for national bank notes. 

Fourth, The issue by the general Government 
alone of all the drculating medium whether 
paper or metallic. 

Fifth, No forced inflation, no forced contrac- 
tion, but sound currency, equal to the wants of 
trade and industry, to be regulated in volume, 
and gradually equalized with gold by means of 
appropriate legislation, such as making it receiv- 
able for customs and interconvertible at the pleas- 
ure of the bolder with a bond bearing an interest 
. not to exceed 3,65 per cent., payable in gold, so 
that the volume of currency shall not be deter- 
mined by the pleasure or caprice of either Con- 
gress or the banks. 

Sixth, A graduated income tax to meet at least 
the premium on gold needed to pay i 
the public debt. 

Seventh. That public policy and sen 
mon justice require thai silver issued by the Gov- 
ernment should be a legal tender in payment of 
all debts, public or private, and that we demand 
the unconditional repeal of the so-called silver 
act, so far as the same limits the amount for 
which said silver coinage shall be a legal tender. 
Eighth. That we are in favor of a tariff for re- 
venue only, and we denounce the Republican 
scheme of resumption as intended, and operat- 
ing through a large increase of bonded debt, a 
sudden and enormous contraction of the curren- 
cy, to double the burdens of taxation, rob debtors 
trf their properly, paralyze productive and com- 
mercial industries, cast laborers out of employ- 
ment and fill the land with want and misery for 
the wicked purpose of doubling the values of 
money securities and subjugating the mass of the 
people to the imperious sway of a money oligarchy. 
These were adopted fay a vote of 386 to 266, 



the 

Jiesolved, That we favor a return to specie 
payments when the same can be done without 
seriously disturbing the business of the country, 
and to that end and in order that the debtor class 

ly not be further embarrassed, we demand the 
repeal of the resumption act of 1875, and oppose 
any measure pf legislation which shall arbitrarily 
fix a day for such resumption. 

2. That the charters of the national banks 
Lght not to be renewed, and each of the said 

banks should be wound up at the expiration of 
for which it is chartered, and in lieu of 
circulating notes. Treasury notes of the United 
States, convertible into coin on demand, and re- 
ceivable for all debts or taxes due to the United 
States, should be issued to the extent required by 
e necessities of the Government. 

3. That we favor a tariff for revenue only, 

PESNSTftVAHU. 

Republican, March %% 1876. 

Eisolved, That we hereby reaffirm the plat- 
form adopted by the Republican State Convention 

Lancaster in 1875, and in view of recent events 

Washington, we emphatically endorse that part 
of it which demands honest men in ofBce, men 
with brains enough to know dishonesty when 
they see it, and coarage enough to fight it wher- 
ever they find it. The Republican party is com- 
mitted by its origin, its traditions, its history and 
its duties, to an intrepid and honest administra- 
tion of public affairs; and whenever, in National, 
State or municipal life, maladministration has ex- 
isted or does exist, we demand that it be exposed, 
corrected, and the guilty punished, and to this 
end we pledge the full measure of our support as 
citizens and as voters, 

Sesobied, That the Republicans of Pennsylva- 
nia, having nothing in their past history which they 
witii to blot out, or to apologize for, or would 
have the nation forget, arridgn the Democratic 
leaders in Congress and their abettors for the 
preference shown to the deadly principles, and 
for the subserviency shown to the defiant leaders, 
of the late Confederacy now dominating them; 
for their removal from office of Union soldiers 
and appointment of Confederate sold rs f th 
repeated indication of their purpo nly n 
trolled by fear, to open the Treasury f th nat n 
to alarming and tmjust pecuniary d m nds f m 
the insurrectionary States; for th pers nt 
effort to force amnesty upon men too p d 
unrepentant to ask it, or loo guilty des rv 
and for the combined recklessness d ward 
ice of their course on financial questions — a 
recklessness which mischievously holds out 
a threat to overthrow existing laws, and a 
cowardice or incapacity to originate a substitute 
for them — all of which expose the Democratic 
party as without national instinct, or an unsec- 
tional impulse, or an affirmative policy, and as 
unfit to be trusted by the country which, when 
last under their control, they madly hurried into 
the vortex of civil war, 

XesBkied, That recent events in the late slave 
States clearly expose a purpose on the part of the 
Democratic patty to seize ttieiH all and wield 
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them as a unit in the next Presidential election, 
and to this end l>rutal and bloody conspiracies 
ha\e been made to coerce voters, and base Leg- 
islative conspiracies are at this moment in opera- 
tion in order that an unprincipled and fraudulent 
majority may deprive properly chosen officers of 
their rights, and as ag^nst Ihese outrages we 
take an appeal to the people of the nation. 

Resohled, That the common safety demands 
that our pubUo schools shall not only be free to 
all, but shal! be preserved from all special or 
partial control. All attempts to divide the school 
fund for any purpose whatever, or to divert any 
portion of it into a channel not under popular 
control, is to be ii-owned upon and resisted vrith 
unyielding firmness. The recent defeat in the 
Democratic Legislature of Maryland of a consti- 
tutional amendment to secnre the common school 
fund of thai Stale against division reveals at once 
a grave danger and its source, and, with other 
like facts, makes plain the duly of Congress to 
submit such an amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States as, when adopted, will effectu- 
ally defend the common school system from all 

Resolved, That the attempt of the Democratic 
House of Representatives at Washington, in the 
face of the depressed condition of American in- 
dustry, to inflict upon the nation a free-trade 
tariff, is an insult to the intelligence of the people 
and an evidence of the inability of the Demo- 
cratic party to meet the present wants of the 
country. The remedy for our suffering is in a 
highet.not a lower tariff. 

Democratic, March 82, 1870. 

The Democracy of Peimsylvania reasserts its 
devotion to all of the provisions of the Federal 
Constitution and to a perpetual union of the 
.States ; pledges itself to rigid fidelity to the pub- 
lic trust ; to a pure and economical administra- 
tion of the Federal, Slate and municipal govern- 
ments i to local self-government in every . 
to the honest payment of the public debt, 
the sound preservation of the public faith. They 
see with humiliation and alarm the evidences of 
bribery, fraud, and peculation in high places, the 
distress that prevails, and the wide-spread finan- 
■' ■ 'mpends over the people of the 



legislation, vicious financial policy, extravagance 
and corruption of the Republican party. They 
declare, first, that the Civil Service of the Gov- 
ernment has become corrupt, and is made the ob- 
ject of personal gain, and infidelity to public 
trust has become the rule and not the exception. 
We telieve that honesty, capacity and fidelity are 
the only tests of fitness for pubUo station, and 
that the wholesome penalties of the law should be 
osed with rigor to enforce official accountability. 
Second. That the recent and repeated expos- 
ures of fmud and corruption in the administration 
of public af&trs call for a searching and thorough 
investigation of the conduct and condition of 
every branch of the public service, to the end that 
all corrupt practices may be brought to light, and 
that all who have abused and betrayed their piib- 



, whatever may be their station, may be 
exposed and punished : and we urge those in 
charge of this subject at Washington to a prompt, 
thorough and exhaustive examination of their 
respective fields of labor. 

T&ird. That retrenchment and economy are 
indispensable in the Federal, State, and munici- 
pal administration as an essential means towards 
lessening the burdens of the people ; and we 
commend the eliorts of the majority in the House 
of Representatives for the reduction of the ex- 
penditiu^s of the Federal Government to a just 
standard, and their determination to lessen the 
number of useless officials, 

F(mrlh. That general amnesty of all persons 
implicated in the late rebellion agunst the Gov- 
ernment of the United States who have not al- 
ready been relieved from disabilities by the action 
of Congress and of the President, would be aa 
allowable and proper exercise of Governmental 
power in the year of the Centennial celebration 
of American Independence, and that the recom- 
lendafion of sudi measure by President Grant 
I a public message, and its endorsement and pis- 
ige hy a Republican House of Representatives 
: a former session, constitute full proof that such 
measure is fit, judicious, and timely. 
Fi/lk. That we approve of those provisions of 
the State Constitution which protect not only the 
school funds but other public moneys from ap- 
propriation to sectarian uses, and that they fitly 
illustrate the doctrine of the separation of Church 
and State, which always has been a cardinal one 
with the Democratic party. 

Sixth. That the statute for the resumption of 
specie payments on (be 1st day of January, 1879, 
is impossible to execute. It is a deliberate pro- 
clamation that at that date the United States will 
go into bankruptcy. It paralyzes industry, cre- 
ates distrust of the future, turns the laborer and 
producer out of employment, is a standing threat 
upon the business men, and ought to be forth- 
with repealed. 

Seventh. That gold and silver are the only true 
basis for the currency of the Republic, and that 
Congress should lake such steps for the resumption 
of specie ■ payments as will most surely and 
speedily reach that result, without destroying the 
business interests of the people. 

Eighth. That the present depression of all our 
National industries, which checks the wholesome 
flow of capital through the channels of enterprise, 
and denies to honest labor a decent livelihood, is 
the direct, inevitable fruit of extravagance and of 
reckless and dishonest Republican tampering 
with the finances of the country ; and we de- 
nounce the authors of that legislation as officials 
who have unsettled the foundations alike of the 
State and of the home. We call upon the people 
to aid us to halt them in this fatal career, and ::> 
set their faces in the duection of pracdcal meas- 
ures which shall eventually enable the Treasury 
of the United States to keep its plighted faith 
with rich and poor alike. We .demand legis- 
lation through the power of the Federal Govern- 
ment whidi shall give us performances for 
promises, and restore solvency to the nation by 
restormg prosperity to the people. 
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XXIV. 

ADDENDA. 



Bill to B«peal the Besnmptjoa-daf Clanse 
of the Besnmption Act. 

In House:. 
August 5— Mr. Cox, from Committee qn Bank- 
ing and Currency, reported the following bill : 
A Bill to repeal the resumption-day clause in the 
resumption act of 1875 : 
Be it enacted, ttc. That the. resumption-day 
clause in section 3 of. an act entitled " An act to 
provide for the resumption of specie payments," 
approved January 14, 1S75, which clause is in 
the words following, to wit : 

. "On and after the, 1st day of January, 1879, 
the Secretary of the Treasury shall redeem in 
coin the United States legal-tender notes then 
outstanding on their presentation for redemption 
at the office of the assistant treasurer of the United 
States in the city of New York, in sums of not 
less than 550" — 

Be and ie same is hereby repealed, 
Mr. A. S. Hewitt offered the following as a 
substitute for the above ; 

A Bill to provide for a commission to consider 
the resumption of specie payments. 
Be it maited, etc.. That a commission is here- 
by aulhofized and constituted, to consist of three 
Senators, to be appointed by the Senate, three 
members of the House of Representatives, to he 
appointed by the Speaker, and three experts, to 
be selected by and associated with them, with 
authority to determine the time and place of 
meeting, and to take evidence; whose duty it 
shall be. to consider what measures are necessary 
and practicable in order to bring about the re- 
sumption of specie payments at the earliest pos- 
sible time, consistent with a dne regard to the 
interests of the country, and to report a bill em- 
bodying the results of their investigations on or 
before the 15th day of December, A. D. 1876. 

Which was disagreed to— yeas 92, nays 104 
'iarft, voting 89), as follow : 

Yeas— Messrs. Aidolt, C. H. Adams, Bag6y, 
G. A. Bagley, y. H. Bagley, jr., W. H. Baker, 
Ballou, .S. N. Bill, Blair, W. R. Brown, H. C. 
Burchard, Caswell, Chittenden, Conger, Crounse, 
Culler, Danford, Davy, Surand, Eames, Eh^, 
C. iFreeman, Frye, Glover, E. Hale, Hancoek, 
Hardeniergk, B. ,W. Harris, Henderson, A. S. 
Heviiit, G. F. Hoai, Hoge, Hooker, Hurd, 
Horlbut, Hyman, Joyce, , Kasson, Kehr, Kim- 
ball, Lamar, Lapham, W. Lawrence, Levy, 
Lord, Lynch, MacDougall, McCrsiy, Meade, 
Melealfe, Miller, Monroe, .^^iimtoB, Nash, Nor- 
ton, aSrien, Odell, O'Neill, Packer, Page, 
Pierce, Piper, T, C. Piatt, A, PoTTER, Powell, 
Pratt, Rainey, M. Soss, Rusk, Sampson, 
Sehleicker, Sinnickson, R. Smalls, A. H. Smith, 
Strait, Stowe'l, C. P. Thomfson, TTiornburgh, 
.W. Townsend, Tufts, Wait. C. C. B. IValiir, 
Ward, iVarrea. G. W. WeQs, J. D, White, 
Whiting, G. Willard, A. S. Williams, Willis, 
J. Wilson, Woodburn— 92. 



Nays — Messrs. Ainiwortk, Anderson, Af- 
ns. Banks, Bannittg, Bland, Boone, Brad- 
ford, Bright, J. Y. Brown, Cabell, J. H. Cald- 
vkU, W. p. Caldwell, Campbell, Cannon, 
Cason, Gate, Caulfield, J. B. Clarke, J. B. 
Clark, jr., Clymer, Cochrane, Collins, Cook, 
Cox, Dibrell, Douglas, Durham, Eden, Evans, 
\lkner, Felton, Finley, Forney, Fort, Frank- 
lin, Cause, Goode, Goodin, Gaitter, C H. Har- 
rison, Hartiill, Haymotid, Htnkle, Hereford, 
Holman, Hopkins, House, Hubbell, Hunton, T. 
L. Jones, F. Landers, Lane, B. B. Lewis, 
Lynde, L. A. Mackey, Maish, McFarland, Me- 
Mahon, Milliien, Mills, Morgan, Mutckler, 
Neal, New, Payne, J. Phelps, Poppteton, Kan- 
dall, D. Rea, Seagan, y. Feilly, A. V. Pice, 
Piddle, M. S. Robinson, Savage, Sheakley, 
Singleton, Slemoas, W. B. Smith, Southard, 
Springer, Slenger, Stevenson, Stone, Teeie, P. 
F. Thomas, Throckmorton, Tucker, Tumey, 
Van Vorhes, J. L. Vance, Waddell, G. C. 
Walker, Walsh, B. Wells, Wkilthorne, 7. D. 
Williams, J. N. Williams, WilsMre, B. Wil- 
son, Yeates, C. Young—lO^. 

The bill reported by Mr. Cox was then passed 
— yeas 106, nays 86 (not voting 93), as follow: 

Yeas — missis. Ainsworth, Anderson, Atkins, 
Banning, Bland, Boone, Bradford, Bright, J. 
y. Brown, Vi. R. Brown, Cabell. J. H. Cald- 
well, W.P. Co/iftwe//, Campbell, Cannon, Caaon, 
Cate, CauMetd, y. B. Clarke, y. B. Clark, jr., 
Clymer, Cochrane, Collins, Cook, Cox, Dibrell, 
Douglas, Durham, Eden, Evans, Faulkner, Fsl- 
ton, Finley, Forney, Fort, Franklin, Cause, 
Goode, Goodin, Gunter, C. H. Harrison, Hart- 
tell, Haymond, Henkle, Hereford, Holman, 
Hooktr, Hopkins, House, Hubbell, Hunton, 
Hard, T. L. Jones, F. Landers, Lane, W. 
Lawrence, B. 3. Lewis, Lynde, L. A. 
Mackey, Maish, McFarland, McMahon, Miili- 
ken. Mills, Morgan, Mutchler, Neal, Ifmu, 
Payne, y. Phelps, Poppleton, Randall, D. Pea, 
Reagan, y. Feilly, A. V. Pice, Piddle, M. S. 
Robinson, Savage, Sheakley, Singleton, Siemens, 
W. E. Smith, Southard, Springer, Slenger, Ste- 
venson, Stone, Tiese, P. F. Thomas, Throckmor- 
ton. Tucker, Turuey, Van Vorhes, y. L. Vance, 
Waddell, G. C. Walker, Walsh, E. Weils, 
Wkitthome, y. D. Williams, y. jVi Williams, 
Wilshire, B. Wilson, Yeates, C. Young— 106. 

Nays— Messrs. Abbott, C. H. Adams, Bagby, 
G. A. Bagley, y. H. Bagley, jr., W. H, Baker, 
Ballou, Banks, S. JV. Bell, Blair, H. C. Burch- 
ard, Caswell, Chittenden, Conger, Crounse, Cut- 
ler, Danford, Davy, Durand, Eames, Ely, C 
Freeman, Frye, GUson, E, Hale, Hancock, 
Hardenbergk, B, W. Harris, Henderson, A. S. 
Hewitt, G. F. Hoar, Hc^e, Hyman, Joyce, Kas- 
son, Kehr, Kimball, Lamar, Lapham, Levy, 
Lynch, MacDougall, McCrary, Meade, Metcalfe, 
Miller, Monroe, Morrison, Nash, Norton, 
O'Brien, Odell, O'Neill, Packer, Page, Pierce, 
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Pijier, T. C. Piatt, A.. Potter, Poviell, Pratt, 
Rainey, M. Ross, Ruak, Sampson, SeiUicher, 
Sinnickson, R, Smalls, A. H. Smith, Strait, 
Stowell, C. P. THuBi/icB, ThOrnbui^h, W. 
Tovrosend, Tufts, Wtut, C' C. B. Walker, Ward, 
iVarrm, G. W. Wells, J. D. White,' Whitiiig, 
A. S. WiUiaais, fVilHs, J. Wilsoii, Woodburn— 
8£ 

In Senate. 

Nu action was taken up to the time of closi ng 
tliis page. 

Same day— the House passed yeas 132, nays 
31— a joint resolution, for the appoiiitment of a 
commission of three Senators and three Repre- 
sentatives to investigate during the recess the 
whole subject, and report at the next session the 
results of it; which, slightly amended, was 
agreed to by the Senate, and betame a law. 

Affafra in Mississippi. 

In Senate, 

August 7 — The special committee, to investi- 
gate liow far the rights of the people of that State 
were violated at the election held in it in Novem- 
ber, 1875, made report, by a majority, and a 
minority. Both reports are elaborate. 

The majority, through Mr, Boutwei;.!., find 
that the stipulation made by Gen. J. Z. George 
with Gov. Ames, was systematically disregarded 
by the Democrats in the larger portion of the 
State! while the stipulation by Gov. Ames was 
fdthfully kept. The following is a summary of 
their conclusions as contained in the Associated 



^e find that the young men of 
the State, especially those who reached manhood 
during the war, or who have arrived at that con- 
dition since the war, constitute the nucleus and 
the main force of the dangerous element. As far 
as the testimony taken 1^ the committee throws 
sny light upon the subject, it tends, however, to 
eslabUsh the fact that the Democratic organiza- 
tions, both in the counties and in the State, en- 
couraged theyoiingmen in their course, accepted 
the political ^vantages of their conduct, and are 
in a large degree responsible for the cuminal 

2. There was a general disposition on, the part 
of white einployers to compel the laborers to vote 
the Democratic ticket. 

3. Democratic clubs were oi^anized in all 
parts of the State, and the able-bodied members 
were also organiied iuto military companies and 
furnished with the best arms that could be pro- 
cured in the country. The fact of their existence 
was no secret, although persons not in sympathy 
with the movement were excluded from member- 
ship. Indeed their object was more fully attained 
by public declarations of their organization in 
connection with the intention, everywhere ex- 
pressed, that it was their purpose to carry the 
election at all hazards. In many places these 
organizations possessed one or more pieces of 
artillery. These pieces of artillery were carried 
over the counties and discharged upon the roads 
in the neighborhood of Republican meeting, and 
at meetings held by the Democrats. For many 
weeks before the election members of this mili- 
liiry organiaalion traversed the various counties. 



menacing the voters and dischai^ing thdr guns 
hy night as well as by day. 

4, It amiears from the testimony that, for some 
tinie previous to the election, it was impossible, 
in a large number of the counties, to hold Repub- 
lican meetings. 

.5, The riots at Vicksburg on the 5tb of July, 
and at Clinton on the 4th of September, were the 
results of a special purpose on the part of the 
Democrats to break up the meetings of the Re- 
publicans, to destroy the leaHers and to inaugu- 
rate an era of terror, not only in those counties, 
but throughout the State, which would deter Re- 
publicans, arid particularly the negroes, from 
organizing or attending meetings, and especially 
deter them from the free exercise of the right to 
vote on the day Of the election. The results 
sought for were in a large dwree attained. 

6. Following the riot at Clinton, the country 
for the next two days was scoured by detach- 
ments from these Democratic military organiza- 
tions over a circuit of many miles, and a large 
number of unoffending persons was killed. The 
number has never been ascertained correctly, 
but it may be estimated fairly as between thhty 
and fifty. 

7. The committee find, from the, testimony of 
Captain Montgomery, supported by numerous 
facts staled by other witnesses, that the military 
oi^anization extended to most of the counties jn 
the State where the Republicans were in the ma- 
jority; that it embraced a proportion not much 
less than one-half of all the while voters, and 
that in the respective counties the men could be 
summoned by signals given by firing cannons or 
anvils, and that probably in less than a week the 
entire force of the State could be brought out 

9. The committee find that in several of the 
counties the Republican leaders were so over- 
awed and intimidated, both white and black, that 
they were compelled to withdraw from the can- 
vass those who had been nominated, and to sub- 
stitute others who were named by the Demo- 
cratic leaders, and Ihat finally they were com- 
pelled to vote for the' ticket so liominated, und^r 
threats that their lives would be taken if they did 

10. The committee find that the candidates in 
some instances were compelled, 1^ persecution qr 
through fear of bodily harm, to withdraw their 
names from the ticket and even to unite them- 
selves ostensibly with the Democratic parly. 

11. The committee fin4 that qn the day of the 
election, at several voting places armed nien 
assembled, some tiines not organized and in other 
cases organized ; that they controlled the elec- 
tiotis, intimidated Republican voters, and, in fine, 
deprived them of the opportunity to vote the Re- 
publican ticket. 

la. Tlie gravity of these revolutionary pro- 
ceedings is expressed in the single fact that the 
Chairman of the Republican State Committee, 
General Warner, owes the preservation of his life 
on the day of the election to the intervention of 
General Geoige, chairman of the Democratic 
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in coiiducling tie election and in counting the 

14. The evidence shows that the civil aulhoti- 
Ues have been unable to prevent the outrages set 
forth in this report, or to punish the offenders. 
Tliis is true not only of the Courts of the Slate, 
but also of the District Court of the United 
States, as appears from the report of the Grand 
Jury made at the term held in June last, when 
the evidence of the offences committed at the 
November election and during the canvass was 
laid before that body. 

15. The committee find that outrages of the 
nature set forth in this report were perpetrated in 
the counties of Alcoru, Amite, Chickasaw, Clai- 
borne, Clay, Copiah, De Soto, Grenada, Hinds, 
Holmes, Kemper, I^, Lowndes, Madison, Mar- 
shall, Monroe, Noxubee, Rankin, Scott, Warren, 
Washington and Yazoo, and that the Democratic 
victory in the State was due to the outrages so 
perpetrated. 

16. The committee find that if in die counties 
named there had been a free election, Republi- 
can candidates would have been chosen, and the 
character of the Legislature so changed that 
there would have been 66 Republicans to 50 
Democrats in the House, and 26 Republicans to 
1 1 Democrats in the Senate ; and that conse- 
quently the present Legislature of Mississippi is 
not a legal body, and its acts are not entitled to 
recognition by the political department of the 
Government of the United States, although the 
President may, in his discretion, recognise it as 
a government de facto for the preservation of the 
pmilic peace. 

17. Your committee find that the resignation 
of Governor Ames was effected by a body of 
men calling themselves the Legislature of the 
State of Mississippi, by measures unauthorized 
by law, and that he is of right the Governor of 
that State. 

18. The evidence shows further that the State 
of Mississippi is at present under the control of 
political organizations composed largely of armed 
men whose common purpose is to deprive the 
negroes of the free exercise of the right of suf- 
frage and to establish and maintain the snorem- 
a<y of the white-line Democracy, ii 



be invoked, am 

quire its exercise. The nation cannot witness, 
with indifference, the dominion of lawlessness 
and anarchy in a State, with their incident evils 
and a knowledge of the inevitable consequences. 
It owes a duty to the citizens of the United 
States residing in Mississippi, and this duty it 
must perform. It has guaranteed to the State trf 
Mississippi a republican fprm of government, and 
this guarantee must be made good. 

The measures necessary and possible in an ex- 
igency are tliree : 

1. Laws may be passed by Congress for the 
protection of the rights of citiiens in the respec- 
tive States. 

2. States in anarchy, or wherein the af&irs are 
controlled by bodies of armed men, should be 
denied representation in Congress. 



3, The conslitudonal guarantee of a republi- 
can form of government to every State will re. 
quire the United States, if these disorders in- 
crease or even continue and all milder measures 
shall prove ineffectual, to remand the State to a 



ial condition, and through a 
public education and kindred means of imprave- 
ment change the ideas of the inhabitants and 
reconstruct the government upon a republicau 

The minority (Messrs. Bayard and McDoN- 
AiD), after criticising President Grant's refer- 
ences to Mississippi, in bis Message on the Ham- 
burg (S. C.) massacre proceed to argue that 
when Governor Ames took his seat on the 1st 
day of January, 1874 — elected in the month of 
November previous — there was not an ofiicial in 
the State who was not a memlier of the Republi- 
can party. There was not a county official to be 
appointed by the Governor who was not in close 
affinity with him. In all the Republican coun- 
ties—and all were Republican in which negroes 
were in a majority — every official was a member 
of the same party. Thus the entire control of 
the State was in the hands of Governor Ames and 
his party associates. In alt these Republican 
strongholds, in which chaises of turbulence and 
misgovemment are alleged to have existed, it is 
noted that the entire local power was in Repub- 
lican hands. The minority then speak of the 
effects of the Republican sptem of misgovem- 
ment Hpon real estate property, and show at 
some length that Governor Ames prostituted his 
office and bargained with appointees, and speak 
of the State militia being organized preparatory 
to the campaign, and the officials being among 
the most notorious and unscrupulous partisans — 
black and white—of the State administradon, 
naany of them being unable to read. "This cre- 
ated great alarm among the white population, 
and violence, bloodshed and force, as the only 
arbiters of the election, were first su^ested in a 
time of a profound peace in the State of Missis- 
sippi, by Governor Ames and his political asso- 
ciates. The minority say to justify any legislation 
by Congress to enforce the Fifteenth Amend- 
ment, obstruction of the " right to vote," must be 
for the sole reason of race or color or previous 
condition, &c., and there is no power in Congress 
to interfere for any other cause whatever. There 
is not, from beginning to end of this testimony, a 
single case of obstruction of a voter because he 
was a colored man. A vast majority of the peo- 
ple of Mississippi have every element that con- 
stitutes a good American citizen, but they have 
been victims of a misrule which they sought m 
vain to avoid or remedy 

The reformation in the legislation and admin 
istration of Mississippi by the party m contiol 
since January, 1876, haa been important and 
marked with great benefits to the entire com 
munity. Tae minority make a few remarks upon 
the condition of Mississippi in June last caying no 
act of a turbulent or disorderly nature was wit- 
nessed by the committee, and no signs of enmity 
or incivility were exhibited, but on the contrary, 
courtesy and respect were on all hands extended 
to the committee. The poverty of the people 
was apparent in their garb, the appearance of 
their houses, and the marked absence of good 
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and comfortable vehicles. The only exhibition 
of pleasure -seeking witnessed was by the colored 
people, whose processions passed the committee- 
room, and whose holiday eicursions by railway 
started from the depot opposite. The only can- 
non sound was from their Republican ratification 
meeting, and theirs was the only music heard by 
us in Mississippi. The poverty of the colored 
people also was often painfully apparent in the 
groups of witnesses who clustered upon the long 
galleries, wretched in appearance and miserably 
clad, giving to the hotel the appearance of a 
county almshouse. Interference by Federal 
authority in State elections and internal aifairs 
has, since the close of the war, frequently taken 
place — never without deplorable and disastrous 
results ; and, on the other hand, applications of 
minorities, defeated by the popular vote, to be 
nevertheless installed in office, have never been 
denied by Federal authorities without such denial 
being followed by beneficent results. Such in- 
terference has always been followed {and very 
naturally) tiy local discontent and disorder, as in 
the case of Louisiana and Alabama, while Ten- 
nessee, Virginia, North Carolina, Georgia, Texas 
and Arl^nsas are living prooft, in their increased 
prosperity and tranquility, of the wisdom of non- 
mterference. 

Dates of Elections In 1876. 

Alabama : Will elect State officers on Monday, 
Aug, 7 ; Congressmen on Tuesday, Nov. 7. 

Arkansas; Will elect State officers on Mon- 
day, Sept. 4 ; Congressmen on Tuesday, Nov. 7. 

California: Will elect Congressmen on Tues- 
day, Nov. 7 ; State officers will next be chosen 
in September, 1879, 

Colorado : Will elect State officers and Con- 
gressman on Tuesday, Oct 10. 

Connecticut : Will elect State officers and 
Congressmen on Tuesday, Nov. 7. 

Delaware ; Will elect Congressman on Tues- 
day, Nov. 7. State officers will next be elected 
in November, 1878. 

Florida: Will elect State officers and Con- 
gressmen on Tuesday, Nov. 7. 

Georgia : Will elect Governor on Wednesday, 
Oct. 4; Congressmen on Tuesday, Nov. 7. 

Illinois : Will elect State officers and Con- 
gressmen on Tuesday, Nov. 7. 

Indiana: Will elect State officers and Con- 
gressmen on Tuesday, Oct. 10. 

Iowa : Will elect State officers and Congress- 



Congressmen in the Fifth District, 
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Nov. 7. State officers will next be cho; 
the first Monday in August, 1879. 

LouiSLlNA : Will elect State officers and Con- 
gressmen on Monday, Nov. 6. Five proposed 
amendments to the Constitution of the State will 
be voted upon at the same time. 

Maine: Willelect GovernorandCongressmen 
on Monday, Sept. ii. 

Maryland ; Will elect Congressmen on Tues- 
day, Nov. 7. State officers wfil next be chosen 
in November, 1879. 



Massachusetts : Will elect State officers and 
Congressmen on Tuesday, Nov. 7. 

Michigan : Will elect State officers and Con- 
gressmen on Tuesday, Nov. 7. Three proposed 
amendments to the Constitution of the State will 
be v<ried upon on the same day. 

Minnesota: Will elect Congressmen on Tues- 
day, Nov. 7. State officers will nest be chosen- 
in November, 1877. 

Mississippi: Will elect Congressmen on Tues- 
day, Nov. 7. State officers vrill next be chosen 
in November, 1877. 

Missouri : Will elect State officers and Con- 
gressmen on Tuesday, Nov. 7. 

Nebraska : Will elect State officers and Con- 
gressmen on Tuesday, Nov. 7. 

Nevada: Will elect Congressmen on Tues- 
day, Nov. 7. State officers will next be chosen 

November, 1878. 

New Hampshire: Will elect Governor and 
Congressmen on Tuesday, March 13, 1877. 

New Jersey: Will eleclCongressmenon Tues- 
day Nov. 7. State officers will next be elected 
in November, 1877. 

New York: Will elect State officers and Con- 
gressmen on Tuesday, Nov. 7. Two proposed 
amendments to the Constitution of the State will 
be voted upon on the same day. 

North Carolina; Will elect Stale officers 
and Congressmen on Tuesday, Nov. 7. Certain 
proposed amendments to the Consdtulioii of the 
Stale will be voted upon on the same day. 

Ohio; Will elect minor Stale officers and 
Congressmen on Tuesday, Oct. 10. The regu- 
lar election for Governor will next occur in Oc- 
tober, 1877. 

Oregon: Will elect Congressmen on Tuesday, 
Nov. 7. The next election of Governor will oc- 
cur in June, 1878, 

Pennsylvania; Will elect Congressmen on 
Tuesday, Nov. 7. State officers will next be 
chosen in November, 1878. 

Rhode Island; Will elect Congressmen on 
Tuesday Nov. 7. State officers on Wednesday, 
April 4, 1877. 

South Carolina; Will elect State officers 
and Congressmen on Tuesday, Nov. 7. 

Tennessee: Will elect Governor and Con- 
grossmen on Tuesday, Nov, 7, 

Texas : Will elect Congressn 

Nov. 7. Slate o"^ •■■■" 

Nov. 1877. 

Vermont; Will elect State officers and Con- 
gressmen on Tuesday, Sept. 5. 

Virginia; Will elect Con^^smen on Tues- 
day, Nov. 7. State officers will next be chosen 



in Nov 
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West ViRfiiNiA: Will elect State officers on 
Tuesday, Oct. 10; Congressmen, November 7. 

Wisconsin : Will elect Congressmen on Tues- 
day, Nov. 7. State officers wdl next be chosen 
in Nov., i%T].—N. Y. Times. 

Imports and Exports. 
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InotcMC of exports ('7^63,486 

The following fables mill present in a compact 
form the falling off in imports and the increase 
in our exports of 3 number of the leading articles 
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Wheat ._ 
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Timber, 


avwd^ 


eiid-:::::;::: 



53."5.i8: 



ElecUral College. 



Massachusetts. 
New Hampshi 

New Jersey „. , 

New York 35 

"■nnsyl. ^ 



Kansas 

Michigan i... 
Minnesota... 
Nebraska.... 

Ohio 

Wisconsin... 



California,,, 
Colorado.... 

Nevada 

Oregon , 



North Carolina.., 
South Carolina... 
Tennessee 



West Virginia 5 



BedDotion of Debt. 

United States debt, including accrued interest 
thereon, less cash in the Treasury : 

i3€a, March 1., --,,,. ...„.„. fs, 535,463 ,360 di 



Receipts and ExpenditnreB for the Fiscal 
Tear ending Jane 80, 1876. 
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CiviLand Mkcell8ne<HK |«6a5«,373 78 

War Depanment ,. 38,070,666 64 

Navy DEpartmen 'itSHr3°3 8a 

Indianj^ - .„ Af^" '^ 

#T^,a,fi,5=6 ao 

[The above statement couid not be oblained 

from the Treasury Department in time to place 

it in its proper position in the tables following, 

and is accordingly inserted here. — EDITOR.] 

President Grant's Message Asking: for 
Troops against fbe Indians, August 
11, 18T6. 

To the Smate and House ef Rspreseniali-uis : 

I transmit herewith a telegram of the 5th of 
August, inst., from Ijeut-Gen. Sheridan to Gen. 
Sherman, a letter of the nth of the present month 
from Gen. Sherman to the Secretary of War, and 
B letter from the latter of the same date to me, 
all setting forth the possible needs of the army in 
consequence of enisling hostilities. I would 
strongly lurge upon Congress the necessity for 
maJting some prevision for a contingency which 
may arise during the vacation for more troops in 
the Indian country than it is now possible to 
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send. It would seem to me to be much more 
economical and becter to authorize an increase of 
the present cavaliy force by 2,500 privates ; but 
if this is not deemed advisable, then that the 
President be authorized to call ont not exceeding 
fire raiments, I,OoO strong each, of volunteers 
to serve for a period not exceeding six months. 
Should this latter authority be given, I would not 
order out any volunteers nnless, in my opinion, 
based upon reports from the scene of war, I 
deemed it absolutely necessary, and then only the 
smallest number considered sufficient to meet the 
emergency. U. S. Grabt. 

Executive Mansion, August 11, 1876. 

The following is Gen, Sheridan's letter to Gen. 
S&erman : 

Chicago, Aug. S, 1876. 
To Gen. W. T. Sherman, Washington, D. C. : 

I have not yet been able to reinforce tbe garri- 
son at Red Cloud, at Spoiled TflJl, or at Standing 
Rock, to be strong enough to attempt to count 
the Indians, or to arrest and disarm those com- 
ing in. I beg of you to see the Mililajy Com- 
mittee of the House and ui^e on it the necessity 
of increasing the cavaliy regiments to loo to each 
company. Gen. Crook's total strength is 1,774; 
Term's 1,873; ^^l to S'''^ *'* ^"^'^^ *° *^^™ ^ 
have stripped every post from the line of Manitoba 
to Texas. We want more mounted men, 
have not exceeded the law in enlisting Indian 
scouts; in fact have not as many as the law allows 
us. The whole number in this division is only 
114, The Indians with Gen. Crook are not en- 
listed, or even paid. They are not worth paying. 
They aje with him only to gratify their desire for 
a fight and their thirst for revenge on the Sioux. 

P. H. Sheridan, Lieut.-General. 
The letter of Gen. Sherman to the Secretary 
of War indorses the recommendations of Gen, 
Sheridan, and the letter of the Secretary of War 
recommends the same to the President. 

Prot«cUoii of Bight of Suffrage. 

In House. 

August 10 — Mr. Lord asked unanimous con- 
sent to offer this preamble and resolution : 

Whereas the right of suffrage prescribed by the 
constitutions of the several States is subject to the 
fifteenth amendment of the Constitation of tbe 
United Slates, which is as follows : 

" Section i. The right of ciliiens of the Uni. 
ted States to vote shall not be denied or abridged 
by the United States or by any State on account 
of race, color, or previous condition of seiTitude, 

" Sec. 2. The Congress shall have power to 
enforce this article by approjiriate legislation." 

And whereas the exercise of the right of suf- 
frage so prescribed and regulated should be faith- 
fully maintaineit and ohsenred by the United 
States and the several States and the citizens 
thereof ; and whereas it is asserted that the exer- 
cise of the right of sufFrage is in some of the 
States, notwithstanding the efforts of all' good cit- 
izens to the contrary, resisted and controlled by 
frand, intimidation, and violence, so that in such 
cases the object of the amendment is defeated ; 
and whereas all cilizenSi wilhont distinction of 
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ce, or class,or color, are entitled to the protec- 

in conferred by such article : Therefore, 

Be it resolved by the' House of Representatives, 
That all attempts by force, fraud, terror, intimida- 
tion, or otherwise, to prevent the free exercise of 
the right of suf&age in any State, should meet 
with certain, condign, and efiectnal punishment, 
and Ihat in ajiy cflse which has heretofore oc- 
curred or that may hereafter occur \\\ which 
violence or murder has been oi' shall be com- 
mitted by one race or class upon the other, the 
prompt prosecution and punishment of tbe crimi- 
nal or criminals in any Court having jurisdiction 
is imperatively demanded, whether the crime be 
one punishable by fine or imprisonment or one 
demanding the penalty of death. 

Mr. Conger objected to the resolution, but on 
its being again read; withdrew his objection. 

Consent being pven, the resolution was of- 
fered ; and 

Mr. Lord demanded the previous question. 

Mr. Clymek moved its reference to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

The demand for the previous question taking 
precedence, there were 83 ayes, 53 noes— no 
quorum. By tellers, the vote was 79 ayes, 19 
noes — no quorum. A call of the House was or- 
dered — ayes 69, noes 46; and 173 members an^ 
swered to their names, more than a quorum. 
Further proceedings were then suspended. 

Tellers resumed their places on the question of 
seconding the demand for the previous ques- 
tion, when there were 90 ayes and 2 1 noes — not 
a quorum. Another call of the House was or- 
dered — ayes 85, noes 30— when 178 members 

On another vote, by tellers, the demand for the 
previous question was seconded — ayes 133, noes 

Mr. Clvmer asked a division of the vote on 
the preamble and the resolution. 

On adopting the resolution, the yeas were 174, 
nays 2 (not voting 109), as follow; 

Yeas — Messrs, Ainsworth, Andbrson, Ashe, 
Atiins, Bagijf, G. A. Bagiey, y. H. Bagley,jr., J. 
H. Baker, W,H, Baker, Ballon, Banks, Banning, 
Beebe, Blair, Boone, Bradford, Bradley Bright, 
W. R, Brown, H, C. Burchard, Burleigh, Cabell, 
y. H. Caldwell, Cannon, Caswell, Cate, J. B. 
Clarke, y. B. Clark, jr., Clymir, Cochrane, 
Conger, Cook, Cox, Crounse, Cailer, Danford, 
Darrall, yosepA y. Davis, Davy, Diirell, Du- 
rand, Durham, Eames, Eden, Egbert, Evans, 
Faulkner, Feltoa, Fitiley, Femey, Fort, Foster, 
Franklin, C. Freeman, Frye, Gaifield, Gause, 
Goodin, Gunter, E. Hale, A. II. Hamilton, Han- 
cock, Hardenbergh, B. W, Harris, y. T. Harris, 
Hartiell, Haymond, Henderson, Herefotd, G. 
IV. Hewitt, G. F, Hoar, Holman, Hooker, Hop- 
kins, House, Hunton, Hurd,'^-^i\ov>., Hyman, 
T. L. yones, Joyce, Xasson, Kehr, Kimball, 
King, F. Landers, Lane, Laphara, W. Law- 
rence, Levy, B. B. Levifs, Lord, Lultrell, 
Lynch, ijWe,Magoon, jWoti^,MacDougall,Mc- 
Crary, J. W, McDill. McFarland, McMakon, 
Metcalfe, Miller, Moilroe, Morgan, Morrison, 
Mutchler, Nash, New, Norton, Odell, Packer, 
Payne, Pierce, Piper, Poppleton, A, Potter, 
Pratt, Rainey, D. Rea, y. Reilly, y. B. Reilly, 
A. V. Rice, Riddle, y. Rabbins, IV. M. Sobbins, 
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C B. Roberts, M. S. Robinson, M. Ross, Rusk, 
Sampson, Savage, Scales, SchUichir, SheakUy, 
Singlslon, Sinnickson, Slemmi, A, H. Smith, 
IF. E. Smitk, Spetteer, Springer, Strait, Slenger, 
Slevsnsotc, Slone, Tarbox, Terry, P, F. Thomas, 
C. P. Thompsoa, Thomburgh, W. Townsend, 
Tufts, Turney.'Saii Vorlies, j. L. Vance, R. 
B. Vance, WaddeU, Wait. E. Wells, 'Whiting, 
WhUthome, Wigginton, G. Willard, A. S. Wil- 
liams, y. Williams, y. D. WUHams, y. N. 
mUiams, W. B. Williams, Willis, WUs&ire, 
J, Wilson, Yeates—■^^^. 

Nays — Messra. Bland, Reagan — 2. 

The preamble was Iheii agreed to — yeas 125, 
nays 31 (not voting 129), as follow : 

Yeas — Messrs. AinsTiiortk, Anderson, Ashe, 
Atkins, Bagby, J. H. Bagley, jr., W. H. 
Baker, Ballou, Banks, Banning, Blair, Boone, 
Bradley, W, R. Brown, H. C. Burchard, Bur- 
leigh, Cannon, Caswell, Cate, Conger, Crounse, 
Culler, Danford, yaseph y. Davis, Davy, Du- 
rand, Eames, Eden, Egbert, Evans, Finley, 
Fort, Foster, C. Freeman, Frye, Gariidd, Geod- 
in, Gunter, E. Hale, A. H. Hamilton, Haneock, 
Hardenbergh, B. W. Harris, HartziU, Hay- 
mond, Henderson, G. F. Hoar, Hooker, Hopkins, 
House, Hurlbut, Hyman, T. L. yems, Joyce, 
Kasson, Kekr, Kimball, King, F. Landers, Lane, 
Lapham, W. Lawrence, Lord, Luttrell, Lynch, 
Lynde, Magoon, Matsh, MacDougall,McCrary, J. 
W. McDill, McFarland, McMahan, Metcalfe, 
Miller, Moiiroe, Morgan, Nash, Nejo, Norton, 
Packer, Payne, Pierce, A. Potter, Pratt, Raaney, 
D.Rca, y.Reilly,y.B. Ra!ly,Riddle, y.Robbins, 
M. S. Robinson, Rusk, Sampson, Savage, Sin- 
gleton, Sinnickson, Siemens, A. H, Smith, W. 
£. Smith, Spencer, Springer, Strait, Stetiger, 
Stevenson, Stone, C. P. Thompson, Thomburgh, 
W. Townsend, Tufts, 7i(rWffK, VanVorhes, ^. 
B. Vance, Wait, J. D. White, Whiting, Whit- 
thome, Wigginlon, G. Wiilard, A. S. Williams, 
y. Williams, W. B. Williams, Willis.^. Wilson, 
Yeaies — 1 35. 

Nays — Messrs. Bland, Bradford, Bright, 
Cabell, y. H. Camwell, j. B. Clarke, Oymer, 
Cook, Dihrell, Durham, Fellon, Forney, Frank- 
lin, Hereford, G. W. Hewitt, Huitton, Hurd, 
B. B. Lewis, Mutehler, Piper, Fofpleton, Rea- 
gan, A. V.Rice,W.M. Robbins, Tarbox, Terry, 
P. F. Thomas, Throckmorton, J. L. Van, 
WaddeU, y. N. WilHams—ll. 

Public School Amendment.* 

In House. 
1876, August 4 — Mr. Lord, from the Judiciary 
Committee, reported the Constitutional Amend, 
ment offered by Mr. Blaine on the 14th of 
December, 1875, and referred to that commi ' 
[for which seepage 129], in these words; 



•August 8~Iii HousH, Mr, W. Lawrencs ptoposed 

CoDimltlec on the Judictary: 
Sbctioh 1. 1^0 'State shajl make an^ law respectii^ an 



:6. No Slate shall make any law re- 
specting an establishment of religion, or prohibit- 
ing the free exercise thereof; and no money 
ndsed by taxation in any State for the support of 
public schools, or derived from any public fund 
therefor, nor any public lands devoted thereto, 
shall ever be under ttie control of any religious 
■ or denomination i nor shall any money so 
;d, or lands so devoted be divided between 
religious seels or denominations. This article 
shall not vest, enlarge or diminish legislative 
power in Congress. 

[The last sentence was added by the Conimit- 
e, and the words " or denomination" where 
they first occur.] 
After a brief debate, Ihe resolution as reported 
as agreed to— yeas 180, nays 7, not voting 98, 
: follow : 

YEAS—Mesars, Abbott, C. H. Adams, Aim- 
■orth, Atkins, Bagby, f. H. Bagley,jr.,'W. H. 
Baker, Ballou, Banks, Banning, S. N. Bell, 
t, Bland, Boone, Bright, y. Y. Brown, W. 
R. Brown, H. C. Burchard, S. D. Burchard, 
Cabell, Cannon, Cason, Caswell, W. P. Caldwell, 
Cate, Caulfield, Chittenden, j. B. Clark, jr., 
Clymer, Cochrane, Conger, Cook, Cox, Crounse, 
Cutler, Danford, Darrall, yoseph y. Davis,Da.vj, 
Dibrell, Dobbins, Bunnell, Durand, Durham, 
Eames, Eden, Evans, Felton, Finley, Fort, Foster 
Franklin, C. Freeman, Frye, Garfield, Game, 
Goode, Goodin, Guater, E. Hale, A. H. tfamil- 
tm, Hancock, Hardenbergh, B. W. Harris, C. H. 
Harrison, Hartridge, ffartsell, ffaymoud, Hen- 
derson, Henkle, A. S. Hewitt, G. F. Koax Hol- 
man, Hopkins, Hunton, Hurd, Hyman, yenis, 
T. L. yones, Joyce, Kasson, Kehr, Lamar, F. 
Landers, Lane, Lapham, W. Lawrence, Leaven- 
worth, Levy, B. B. Lev/is, Lord, Lynch, Lynde, 
L. A. Maekey, Maish, MacDougall, McCrary, 
J. W. McDill, McFarland, McMahon, Metcalfe, 
Miller, MUliken, Mills, Monroe, Morgan, Mor- 
rison, Muichler Meal, Hew, O'Neill, Packer, 
Page, Payne, W. A. Phillips, Pierce, F^, 
Plaisted, T. C. Piatt, Foppleton, A. Potter, 
Fotoell, Pratt, Rainey, Randal, D. Rea, Reagan, 



Ross, Rusk, Sampson, Savage, Scales, Singleton, 
Sinnickson, Siemens, R. SmSls, A. H. Smith, W, 
E. Smith, Southard, Springer, Slenger, Steven- 
sen, Stone, Terry, P. F. Thomas, C.P.Thompson, 
Throckmorton, W. Townsettd, Tufts, Tumey, 
Van Vorhes, y. L. Vance; WaddeU, C. C. B. 
Walker, G. C. Walker, Walsh, Ward, Warren, 
E. »i/&, J. D.White, Whittheme,Wigginion,Q. 
Wiilard, A. S. Williams, y. Williams, y. D. 
Williams, y. H. WiSiams, Willis, B. Wilson, 
y. JWjun, Woodbum, Yeates — 180. 

Nays — Messrs. Blackburn, Bradford, y. H. 
Caldwell, y. B. Clarke, Forney, Knott, O'Brien 
— ?■ 

Not Voting — Messrs. Anderson, Ashe, G. 
A. Bagley, J. H. Baker, Bass, Beeie, BUss, 
Blount, Bradley, Buckner, Burleigh, Candler, 
Chapin, Cellim, Cowan, Crapo, Culberson, Dan- 
ford, De Bolt, Denison, Douglcu, Egbert, Ellis, 
Ely, Faulkner, Filler, Garfield, Gibson, Glover, 
R. Hamilton, Haralson, ff. R. Harris, y. T. 
Harris, Hatcher, Uathotn, Hays, Hen&ee, Here- 
ford, G. W. Hewitt, Hill, Hoge, Hooker, Hos- 
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Uns, ffnusi, Hubbell, Hanter, Hurlbat, F. yones, 
Kelley, Kimball, King, G. M. Landers, Le 
Moym, Luilrell, Magoon, Meade, Money, Mon- 
roe, Nash, Norton, Odell, Oliver, O'Neill, 
y. Phtlps, y. F. PkiUps, Purman, J. B. 
Reilly, S, Ross, M. Sayier, Schleicher, Schu- 
maker, Seelye, Shtsikley, Sparis, Spencer, Strait, 
Stowell, Saiantt, Tarbox, Tbornburgh, M. I. 
Townsend, 'i'-ucker, R. B. Vanes, Wait, Waldron, 
A. S. WaUace, J. W. Wallace, Walling, G. W. 
Wells, Wheeler, Wkiteheuse, Whiting, Wike, A. 
Williams, C. G. Williams, W. B. Williams, Wit- 
skirt, A. Wood, jr., F. Wood, Woodworth, C. 
Young—lli. 

Ik Senate. 

August 7— It was referred to the Committee 
on the judiciary, and the following which were 
offered as substitutes for it: 

By Mr. Sargent— Article 16. There shall be 
maintained in each State and Territory a system 
of free common schools ; but neither lie United 
States nor any State, or Territory, county, or muni- 
cipal corporation shall aid in the support of any 
school wherein tlie peculiar tenets of any reli- 
gious denomination ^lalt be taught. 

Section 2. The Congress shall have power 
to enforce by appropriate legislation the provis. 
ions of this article. 

By Mr. FREi.mGHUYSEN— No State shall 
make any law respecling an establishment of re- 
ligion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; and 
no public property and no money raised by tax- 
ation in any State, Territory, or District, or de- 
rived from public lands, or other public source, 
shall be appropriated to any school, educational, 
or. other institution that is under the control of 
any religious sect or denomination; and no such 
appropriation shall be made to any religious sect 
or denomination or to promote its interests; not 
shall any public mon^, land, or property be di- 
vided between religious sects or denominations. 

Section z. The Congress shall have power to 
enforce by appropriate legislation the provisi 
of this article. 

By Mr, Christiancy — No State shall make 
any law respecting the establishment of religion 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; 
sImII Congress nor any State raise by taxs 
donate, or appropriate any money or property for 
the support of any church or religious society, 
nor for the support or in aid of any theological 
school or seminary, or of any school or seminary 
teaching the peculiar religious doctrines, or subject 
in any respect to the control or direction of any 
churdi, religious society, sect, or denomination. 
And no special or denominational system of reli- 
gion or religious belief shall in any State or Ter- 
ritory or in the District of Columbia constitute 
any part of the course of study or instruction in 
any school or institution of learning supported 
wholly or in part by taxation, or by tiie donadon 
of any money or property by any State or by the 
United States. 

August 9 — Mr. Edmunds, from the Comi 
tee Qn the Judiciary, reported the joint resolution 
with an amendment in the nature of a substilutt 
asfoUows; 



241 

ise thereof; and no religious test shall ever 
be required as a qualification to any ofGce or pub- 
lic trust under any State. No public property 
' LO public revenue of, nor any loan of credit 
under the authority of the United States, or 
any State, Territory, District, or municipal corpo- 
ration, shall be appropriated to or made or used 
for the support of any school, educational or 
other institution under the control of any relig- 

M anti-religions sect, organiiation, or denom- 

>n, or wherein the particular creed or tenets 
of any religious or anti. religious sect, organiza- 
tion, or denomination shall be taught. And no 
such particular creed or tenets shall be read or 
taught in any school or institution supported in 
whole or in part by such revenue or loan of 
credit; and no such appropriation or loan of credit 
shall he made to any religious or anti -religious 

organization, or denomination, or to promote 

iterests or tenets. This article shall not be 

construed to prohibit the reading of the Bible in 

any school or institntion; and tt shall not have 

the effect tc impair rights of property already 

Sei:. 2. Congress shall have power, by appro- 
priate legislation, to provide for the prevention and 
pnnishment of violations of this article. 

August II — The subject was briefly debated, 
and the substitute of the committee was agreed 
to — yeas 37, nays 15, as follow: 

Yeas — Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Booth, 
Boutwell, Bumside, Cameron of Wisconsin, 
Christiancy, Conltling, Cragin, Edmunds, Ferry 
of Michigan, Frelin^nysen, Harvey, Hitchcock, 
Howe, Ingalls, Logan, McMillan, Mitchell, Mor- 
rill of Vermont, fleshy. Paddock, Patterson, 
Sargent, Spencer, Wadleigh, West— ^27. 

Nays— Messrs. Bogy, Cockrell, Cooper, Davis, 
Eaten, Gordon, KeHy, Kemati, Key, McCreery, 
Maxey, Normood, Randolph, Ransom, Stevenson 
—IS. 

August 14— The Senate voted on the pass- 
age of the joint resolution, as amended, when it 
was disagreed to— yeas 28, nays 16, as follow 
(two-thirds beiiig necessary) i 

Yeas — Messrs. Allison.Anthony, Booth, Bout- 
well, Bruce, Bumside, Cameron of Wisconsin, 
Christiancy, Clayton, Conkling, Cragin, Edmunds, 
Ferry of Michigan, Frelinghuysen, Harvey, Jones 
of Nevada; Logan, McMillan, Mitchell, Morrill, 
Morton, Oglesby, Paddock; Patterson, Sargent, 
Spencer, vfadleigh. West— 28. 

Nays — Messrs. Bogy, Cockrell, Cooper, Davis, 
Eaton, Gordon, ^oBiJ of Florida, Kelly, Kernan, 
Key, McCreery, McDonald, Maxey, Norwood, 
Randolph, Stevenson — 16. 

And the joint resolution failed. 

Frohlblting ConMbntions for FoliUcal 
Purposes. 

In the Committee of Conference on the legis- 
lative bill, the following section was inserted, as 
part of the conference report, which was agreed 
to, in each house, without a division : 

"Sec. — . That all executive officers or em- 
ployes of the United States not appointed by the 
President, with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, are prohibited from requesting, giving to, 
or receiving from any other ofticec or employ* of 
the Government any money or property or other 
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thing of value for political purposes; and any 
such officer or employi who shall offend against 

charged from the service of the United States ; 
and he shall aJso be deemed guilty of a misde- 
meanor, and, on conviction thereof, shall be 
fined in a sum not exceeding J500, 

FrevlonB Legislation on Gold and Silrer 
Coin, from lldi to 1873. 

The Act of April 2, 1792, entitled "An Act 

establishing a Mint and regulating the coins of the 
United States," enacts 

Sec. 9. That there shall be from time to time 
struck and coined at the said mint, coins of gold, 
silver, and copper, of the following denomina- 
tions, values and descriptions, viz. : EAGLES — 
each to be of the value of ten dollars or units, 
and to contain two hundred and forty-seven grains 
and four-eighths of a grain of pure, or two hun- 
dred and seventy grajiis of standard gold. HALF 
Eagles— -each to be of the value of five dollars, 
and to contain one himdred and twenty-three 
grains and six-eighths of a grain of pure, or one 
hundred and thirty-five grams of standard gold. 
Quarter Eagles — each to be of the value of 
two dollars and a half dollar, and to contain 
sixty-one grains and seven-eighths of a grain of 
pure, or sixty-seven grains and four-eighths of a 
grain of standard gold. Dollars or Units — 
each to be of the value of a Spanish milled dol- 
lar as the same is now current, and to contain 
and four 



three hundred and si 
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sixteenth parts of a grain of pure, or four hundred 
and sixteen grains of standard silver. Hai.F 
Dollars — each to be of half the value of the 
dollar or unit, and to contain one hundred and 
eighty-five grains and ten sixteenth parts of a 
grain of pure, or two hundred and eight giains 
of standard silver. Quarter Dollars — each 
to be of one-fourth the value of the dollar or unit, 
and to contain ninety-two grains and thirteei 
teenth parts of a grain of pure, or one hundred 
and fotir grains of standard silver. DlSMES — 
each to be of the value of one-tenth of a dollar 
or unit, and to contidn thirty-seven grains and 
two-sixteenth parts of a grain of pure, or forty- 
one grains and three-fifth parts of a grain of 
standard silver. Half Dismes — each to be of 
the value of one-twentieth of a dollar and to 
contain eighteen grains and nine sixteenth parts 
of a grain of pure, or twenty grains and four 
fifth parts of a grain of standard silver. 

Sec. 1 1 . That the proportional value of gold 
to silver in all coins which shall by law be cur- 
rent as money within the United States, shall be 
as fifteen to one, according to quantity in wc'-'-' 
of pure gold or pure silver; that is to say, every 
fiftetn pounds weight of pure silver shall be of 
eq-.iEiL value in ali payments, with one pound 
weight Crf f ure gold, and so in proportion as ti 
greater or less quantities of the respective m^ 

SEd. 12. That the standard for all gold 
of the United States shall be eleven parts fine 
to one part alloy ; and accordingly that eleven 
parts in twelve of the entire weight of each of 
the said coins shall consist of pure gold, and the 
remaining one-twelfth part of alloy ; and the said 
alloy shall be composed of silver and copper, in 



inch proportions, not exceeding one-half silver, 
IS shall be found convenient. 

Sec, 13. That the standard for all silver coins 
of the United States, shall be one thousand four 
hundred and eighty-five parts fine to one hundred 
and seventy-nine parts alloy ; and accordingly 
that one thousand four hundred and eighty-five 
parts in one thousand six hundred and sixty, 
four parts of the entire weight of each of the said 
coins shall consist of pure silver, and the remain- 
ing one hundred and seventy-nine parts of alloy ; 
which alloy shall be wholly of copper. 

The Act of February 9, 1793, entitled "An 
act r^ulaiing foreign coins, and for other pur- 
poses," enacts in its first secdon 

That from and after the first day of July next, 
foreign gold and silver coins shall pass current 
as money within the United States, and be a 
legal tender for the payment of all debts and de- 
mands, at the several and respective rates follow- 
ing, and not otherwise, viz: * * * 

* * * Spanish milled dollars, at the rate 
ofone hundred cents for each dollar, the actual 
weight whereof shall not be less than seventeen 
pennyweights and seven grains ; and in propor- 
tion for the parts of a dollar. * * » 

But no foreign coin that may have, or shall be 
issued subsequenttotbe first day of January, 1792, 
shall be a tender, as aforesaid, until sam^jes 
thereof shall have been found, by assay, at the 
mint of the United States, to be conformable to 
the respective standards required, and proclama- 
tion thereof shall have been made by the Prea- 
dent of the United States. 

The Act OF June 28, 1834, entitled "An act 
concerning the gold coins of the United States, 
and for other purposes," enacts 

That the gold coins of the United States shall 
contain the tallowing quantities of metal, that is 
to say ; each eagle shall contain two hundred and 
thirty-two grains of pure gold, and two hundred 
and fitly-eight grains of standard gold ; each half 
eagle one hundred and sixteen grdns of pure 
gold, and one hundred and twenty-nine grains of 
standard gold ; each quarter eagle shall contain 
fifty-eight grains of pure gold, and sixty-four and 
a half grains of standard gold ; every such eagle 
shall he of the value of ten dollars; every such 
half eagle shall tie of the value of five dollars ; 
and every such quarter eagle shall be of the value 
of two dollars and fifty cents ; and the said gold 
coins shall be receivable in all payments, when 
of full weight, according to their respective val- 
ues; and when of less than full weight, at less 
values, proportioned to their respective actual 
weights. 

Sec. 3. That all gold coins of the United 
States, minted anterior to the thirty-first day of 
Jtily next, shall be receivable in all payments at 
the rate of ninety-four and eight-tenths of a cent 
per pennyweight. 

The Act of January 18, 1837, entitled "An 
act supplementary to the act entitled ' An act es- 
tablishing a mint, and regulating the coins of the 
United States,' " enacts 

Sec. 8. That the standard for both gold and 
silver coins of the United States shall hereafter 
be such, that of one thousand parts by weight, 
nine hundred shall be of pure metal, and one 
hundred of alloy ; and the alloy of the silver coins 
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shall be of coppet ; and the alloy of the gold coins 
shall be of copper and silver, provided that the 
silver do not exceed one-half of the whole alloy. 
Sec. 9. That of the silver coins, the dollar shall 
be of the vreight of four hundred and twelve and 
one-half grains ; the half dollar of the weight of 
two hundred and six and one-fourth grains ; the 
quarter dollar of the weight of one hundred and 
three and one-eighth grains ; the dime, or tenth 
part of a dollar, of the weight of forty-one and a 
quarter grains; and the half dime, or twentieth 
part of a dollar, of the weight of twenty grains 
and five-eighths of a grain. And that dollars, 
half dollars, and quarter dollars, dimes, and half 
dimes, shall be legal tenders of payment, accord- 
ing to their nominal value, for any sums what- 

Sec. 10, That of the gold coins, theweight of 
the eagle shall be two hundred and fifty-eight 
grains -, that of the half eagle one hundred and 
iwenty-nine grains ; and that of the quarter eagle 
sixty-four and one-half grains. And that for all 
sums whatever, the eagle shall be a legal tender 
of payment for ten dollars ; the half eagle for five 
dollars ; and the quarter eagle for two and a 
half dollars. 

Sec. II. That the silver coins heretofore is- 
sued at the mint of the United States, and the 
gold coins issued since the thirty-first day of Juiy, 
1834, shall continue to be legal tenders of pay- 
ment for their nominal values, on the same terms 
as if they were of the coinage provided for by this 

TheAct of March 3, 1849, authorized a dou- 
ble eagle of gold, value of twenty dollars, or 
nnits, and a gold dollar, each to be for all sums 
whatever a legal tender to those amounts. 

The Act of March 3, 1851, authoriied the 
coinage of a three cent piece, to be a legal ten- 
der for all sums of thirty cents and under. 

The Act of February 21, 1853, entitled "An 
act amendatory of existing laws relative to the 
Half Dollar, Quarter DoDar, Dime, and Half 

That from and after the first day of June, 1 853, 
the weight of the half dollar, or piece of iifty 
cents, shall be one hundred and ninety-two 
grains, and the quarter dollar, dime, and half 
dime, shall be, respectively, one-half, one-fifth, 
and one-tenth of the weight of said half dollar. 

Sec. 3. That the silver coins issued in con- 
formity with the above section, shall be legal 
tenders in payment of debts for all sums not 
exceeding five dollars. 

The Act of February 21, 1857, entitled "An 
act rdatlng to Foreign Coins and to the Coinage 
of Cents at the Mint of the United States," enac- 

That the pieces, commonly known as the qua 
ter, eighth, and sixteenth of the Spanish pilli 
dollar, and of the Mexican dollar, shall be n 
eeivable at the Treasury of the United States and 
its several ofKces, and at the several post-offices 
and land-offices, at the rates of valuation follow- 
ing — that is to say, the fourth of a dollar, or piece 
of two reals, at twenty cents ; the eighth of a dol- 
lar, or piece of one real, at ten cents ; and the 
sixteenth of a dollar, or half real, at five cents 

Section second requires said coins to be 
coined. 

Sec. 3. That all former acts authorizing the 



currency of foreign gold or silver coins, and de- 
claring the same a legal tender in payment for 
debts, are hereby repealed. 

The Act of March 3, 1865, authorized the 
coinage of a three-cent piece, and to be a legal 
tender to the amount of sixty cents. 

The Act of May 16, 1866, authorized the 
coinage of a five-cent piece, and to be a legal 
lender to the amount of one dollar. 
The Act or February 12, 1873, entitled 
An act revising and amending the laws rela- 
ve to the Mints, Assay-offices and Coinage of 
the United Slates," enacts 

Sec. 13. That the standard for both gold and 
ver coins of the United States shall be such 
that of one thousand parts by weight, nine hun- 
dred shall be of pure metal and one hundred of 
alloy ; and the alloy of the silver coins shall be 
of copper, and the alloy of the gold coins shall be 
of copper, or of copper and silver ; but the silver in 
) case shall exceed one-tenth of the whole alloy. 
Sec. 14. That the gold coins of (he United 
States shall be a one-dollar piece, which, at the 
standard weight of twenty-five and eight-tenths 
grains, shall be the unit of value; a quarter- 
eagle, or two-and-a-half dollar piece ; a three- 
dollar piece ; a half-eagle, or five-dollar piece ; 
eagle, or ten -dollar piece; and a double- 
lie, or twenty-dollar piece. And the standard 
Ight of the gold dollar shall be twenty-five and 
eight-tenths grains; of the quarter-eagle, or two- 
and-a-half dollar piece, sixty-four and a half 
grains; of the three-dollat piece, seventy-seven 
and four-tenths grains ; of the half-eagle, or five- 
dollar piece, one hundred and twenty-nine 
grains ; of the eagle, or ten-dollar piece, two 
hundred and fifty-eight grains ; of the double- 
eagle, or twenty-dolhir-piece, five hundred and 
sixteen grains ; which coins shall be a legal 
tender in all payments at their nominal vdue 
when not below the standard weight and limit of 
tolerance provided in this act for the single 
piece, and, when reduced in weight, below said 
stani^rd and tolerance, shall be a legal tender at 
valuation in proportion to their actual weight; 
and any gold coin of the United Slates, if re- 
duced in weight by natural abrasion not more 
than one-half of one per centum below the stan- 
dard weight prescribed by law, after a circulation 
of twenty years, as shown by its date of coiiiage, 
and at a ratable proportion for any period less 
than twenty years, shall be received at their 
nominal value by the United States Treasury and 
its ofiices, under such regulations as the Secretary 
of the Treasury may prescribe for the protection 
of the Government against fraudulent abrasion or 
other practices ; and any gold coins in the Treas- 
ury of the United States reduced in weight below 
this limit of abrasion shall be recolned. 

Sec. 15. That the silver coins of the United 
States shall be a trade-dollar, a half-dollar, or 
fifty-cent piece, a quarter-dollar, or twenty-five 
cent piece, a dime, or ten-cent piece; and the 
weight of the trade-dollar shall be four hundred 
and twenty grains troy ; the weight of the half- 
dollar shall be twelve grammes and one-half of 
a gramme;* the quarter- dollarf and the dime J 
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shall be respectively one-half and one- fifth of the 
weight of said half-dollar ; and said coins shall 
be a legal tender at their nominal value for any 
amount not exceeding five dollars in any one 
payment. 

Sec. i6 makes a five-cent, a three-cent and a 
one-cent piece the minor coins, and a legal ten- 
der to the amount of twenty-five cents. 

Sec. 17. That no coins, either of gold, silver 
or minor coinage, shall hereafter be issued from 
the mint other than those of the denominations, 
standards and weights herein set forth. 

[In the Revised Statutes — sections 3511-3516, 
3507. 3584-3587. the various provisions above, 
supposed to have the force of law at the time of 
their enactment {December I, 1873), will be 
found re-enacted.] 

From the Reports of the Director of the Mini 
il appears that from the oi^nization of the Mint 
('793)1 to Jtiiie 30, 1873, the coinage was as fol- 

Double Eagles-..., 8646,727,980.00 

Saglea _ 55,514,000.00 

Half- Eagles 68,259,745.00 

Three Dollars r,i69,9i3X>o 

Quarter E^le 26,218,517.50 

Dollars 19,015,633.00 

Dollars $8,045,838.00 

Half-DoUars 99,845,235.50 

Quarter-Dollars 22,001,218.50 

Dimes 9,060,795.50 

Half- Dimes 4,906,946.90 

Three-Cents 1,281,850.20 

Five-Cents 85,276,140,00 

Three-Cent3_ 805,350.00 

Two-Cenls 912,020.00 

Cents 4,886,452.44 

Half-Cents 39,926.11 

Value of Gold 8816,905,878.50 

" Silver 145,141,884.60 

" Minor Coinage 11,919,888.55 

Total S973i9^7.fiSJ'^5 

Of gold coinage, $15,680,158.50 were prior to 
1835; and 8221,011,348 from 1835 to 1852, in- 
clusive; and 8580,011,000 from 1853 to 1873, in- 
clusive. 

Of silver coinage (less minor), S39.^90'°79-90 
vi-ere prior to 1835, 839,523,289 were from 1835 
to 1852, inclusive, and $69,929,000 from 1853 to 
1873, inclusive. 

During the fiscal year ending June 30, 1874, 
the coinage was as follows, under act of 1873 ; 

Gold 856,838,216.30 

Slver 5,983,601.30 

Minor Coinage 411,925.00 

Total 863.233-742-66 

During the fiscal year ending June 30, 1875,. 
the coinage was as follows : 

Gold ?33.5S3.965-oo 

Silver 10,070,368.00 

Miuor Coinage 230,375.00 

Total 843,854,708.00 



HAND-BOOS OF POLITICS. 



Act of Fehrnary 12th, 1873, EeTlsinganfl 
Ameoding tlie Lnns relatiye to the Mints 
and Assay Offices of the Unlt«d States. 
As general attention has recently been called 
to this law, I slate the facts attending its passage. 
In House. 
Second Session — Forty Second Congress. 

1872, February 9 — Mr. SAMUEL HooPER, of 
Massachusetls, by unanimous consent, reported 
from the Committee on Coinage, Weights and 
Measures, a bill (H. R. 1427), with above title, 
which was read a first and second lime, recom- 
mitted, and ordered printed. 

February 13 — Mr. Hooper reported the bilt 
from the committee. A question was raised by 
Mr. McNeely, whether the committee had 
authorized the reporting of the bill. After some 
discussion, the point appears to have been 
waived; and the second Tuesday of March was 
fixed for its consideration as a special order. 

Same day— Mr. HooPER moved that the bill 
reported by him be printed as it has been cor- 
rected ; which was agreed to. 

April 9 — The bill came up as the regular or- 
der, the quesdon being on ordering it to be en- 
grossed and read a third time. In the course 
of his speech on it, Mr. HOOPIK called attention 
to the 16th section "as reducing in weight (he 
silver dollar from 412^ to 384 grains, thus 
making it a subsidiary coin in harmony with the 
silver coins of less denomination, to secure its 
concurrent circulation with them." He staled 
" that Ihe silver dollar of 41 2% grains, by reason 
of its bullion or inlrinsic value, long since ceased 
lo be a coin of circulation, and is melted by 
' ■ of silverware;" and thai it " does 






:ial 



with any country," small stamped bars of the 
same standard supplying its place. The coinage 
of the half-dime is , to be discontinued, ils place 
being supplied by the copper-nickel five-cent 
piece. Seclion 17th is alluded to, and the eSerX 
of it stated lo be " lo discontinue the coinage of 
the one and two-cent bronze coins." 

Mr. Stoughton, of Michigan, a member of 
the committee, alluded to one feature of the bill 
in these words : " The value of silver depends, 
in a great measure, upon the fluctuations of the 
market, and the supply and demand. Gold is, 
practically, the standard of value among all civil- 
ized nations, and the time has come in this coun- 
try when the gold dollar should be distinctly de- 
clared to be Ihe coin representative of the money 

Messrs. Clarksoh N. Pottbk, William D. 
Kelu^y, Thompson W. McNeely, Fernando 
Wood, Aaron A. Sargent, Tames Brooks, 
and others participated in the debate. 

May 27 — Mr. Hooper called up the bill for 
the purpose of offering a substitute for it (H. R. 
2934) — one which has been very carefully pre- 
pared — and " which I have submitted to the differ 
ent gentlemen in this House, who hare taken a 
special interest in the bill. I find that it meets 
with universal approbation in the form in which 
I offer it." 

Mr. Hooper moved t6 suspend the rules, dis-. 
pense with the reading of the substitute, and pass 
it ; which was not agreed lo. 
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Mr. Hooper, then moved to suspend the rules, 
and pass it, on its being read. 

The Clerk began the reading, when questions 
as Jo particular features of the subsUtute were 
asked tiy Messrs. Wh. S. H01J.IAN, James A. 
Garfield, Clinton I« Merkiam, Michael 
C, Kerr, Jas. Brooks, Jas. R. McCormick, 
and answered by Mr. Hooper, when 

Mr. HolAiAN aslied for an explanation of the 
leading changes made in the existing laws, espe- 
eially in reference to coinage, as it would seem 
that all the small coinage of the cotmtry is in- 
tended to be recoined. 

Mr, HocPER replied that this bill " makes no 
changes in the existing law in that regard. It 
does not require the recoinageof the small coins." 
He stated, in reply to Mr, Merriam, that the 
Secretary of the Treasury not only approved the 
bill, but strongly urged its passage, as deemed 
important to correct irregularities in the Mint 
now which cannot be controlled by existing laws. 

After further remarks on comparatively unim- 
portant points, 

Mr.'McNEELV said: "As a. member of the 
Committee on Coin^e, Weights and Measures, 
having carefully examined every section and line 
of this bill, and generally well understanding the 
subject before us, I am satislied the bill ought to 

The motion of Mr. HooPEB was then agreed 
to — ayes no, noes 13, and the bill passed. 
In Senate. 
Second Session, Forty-Second Congress. 
May 28 — The hill was received from the 
House, and May 29, was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. No further action was taken that 

Third Session. 

1S72, December l6 — Mr. Sherman reported 
the bill from the Committee on Finance, with 
amendments. He stated that this bill in sub- 
stance had passed the Senate in the last session 
of the last Congress. 

1873, January 17 — It was taken up, and amend- 
ments reported, discussed, and passed without a 
division. 

January 21 — In House, (he Senate amend- 
ments were ordered printed. 

January 23 — The House non-concurred in the 
Senate amendments, and asked a commitlee of 
conference. 

January 27— The SENATE agreed to the con- 
ference, and appointed Messrs. John Sherman, 
JOHN Scott, and Thomas F. Bayard its con- 
srees. Messrs. Samuel Hooper, William L. 
Stoughton, and Thomtson W. McNeely were 
the House conferees. 

Fel>ruary 6 — The Senate adopted the report 
of the Committee of Conference ; and, February 
7, the House adopted it [ all its members signed 
It, except Mr. McNeely. 

The changes njade in the section respecting 
silver coins (the 15th section of the law), were 
these: 

In bill (H. E. 1427), being that introduced by 
Mr. Hooper, February 9, 1872, that section read 
as follows, being the 1 6th : 

That the silver coins of the United States shall 
be a dollar, a half-dollar, or fiftj-cent piece, a 



quarter-dollar, or twenty-five cent piece, and a 
dime, or fen-cent piece; and the weight of the 
dollar shall be three hundred and eighty-four 
grains ; the half-dollar, quarter-dollar, and the 
dime shall be, respectively, one-half, one-quaiter, 
and one-tenth of the weight of said dollar; which 
coins shall he a legal tender, at their denomina- 
tional value, for any aitiount not exceeding five 
dollars in any one payment. 

In the bill, reported by Mr. Hooper on the 
Ijth of February, 1872, Ibis section remained the 

In the bill (H. R. 2934), which Mr. Hoofer, 
May 37, 1872, offered as a substitute, and which 
passed the House, the section remained the same. 

One of the amendments proposed by the Com- 
mittee on Finance of the Senate and reported 
December 16, 1872, was to strike out that section 
and insert these words as a substitute for it : 

That the silver coins of the United Stales shall 
bea trade dollar, a half-dollar, or fifty-cent piece, 
a quarter-dollar, or twenty -five cent piece ; and 
the weight of the trade dollar shall be four hun- 
dred and twenty grains troy ; the weight of the 
half-dollar shall be twelve grains and one-half of 
a gram ; the quarter-dollar and the dime shall he, 
respectively, one-half and one-fifth of the weight 
of said half-dollar ; and said coins shall he a legal 
tender at their nominal value for any amount not 
exceeding five dollars in any one payment. 

The bill was considered In the Senate, as in 
Commiftee of the Whole, January 17, 1873, and 
this amendment was agreed to without debate, or 
a division.* Sundry other amendments were 
agreed to, in which the House non-concurred in 
gross. The report of the Committee of Confer- 
ence recommended, on this point, that the House 
should recede from its disagreement, with an 
amendment (verbal) to substitute the word "gram" 
for "grain" where it twice occurred. This re- 
port was adopted without division in either house. 
The fifteenth section of the original bill, relating 
to abraded gold coin, having been struck out, the 
silver section thus became the 15th of the law. 

•The original rtcotds in the Senate show that thii 
amendment was agreed to, thoufth the report of proceed- 
ings {ntiieCungrtisirma/ Glo^i^i Seas, ,43iJ Cong., part 

President tirsmVs B[es«ag« on the Elver 
and Harbor BUI, August li, 1876. 

To the House of Representaiivis : 

In affixing my signature to the river and harbor 
bill. No. 3822, I deem it my duly to announce 
to the House of Representatives my objections to 
some features of the bill, and the reason I sign it. 
If it was obligatory upon the Executive to expend 
all h m y pp prialed by Congress, I should 
r m h d harbor hill with my ohjec- 

ti hs nd g the great inconvenience to 

th p b ts esulting therefrom, and the 
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a mp rks. Without ennmerating, 

m pp p are made for works of pureK 

pn est, in no sense national. I 

ca g my sa ion to these, and will take 

care that dm-ing my term of office no public 
money shall be expended upon them. 

There is very great necessity for economy of 
expenditures at this lime, growing out of the loss 
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of revenue likely to arise from a deficiency of 
appropriations to insure a thorough collection of 
the same. The reduction of revenue districts, 
diminution of special agents, and total abolition 
of supervisors, may result in greaJ: falling off of 



.- and harbor appropriation further than to 

prolecl works already done and paid for. Under 
no circumstances will I allow expenditures upon 
works not clearly national. U. S. Grant. 

EXEctrrivE Mansion, August 14, 1876. 

President eraiif s Message on tbe Consular 
and Diplomatic Bill, Angast lo, 1876. 

Ts the House of Refiresentalivis : 

In announcing, as I do, that I have attached 
my signatm-e of official approval to the " Act 
making appropriations for the Consular and Dip- 
lomatic service of the government for the year 
ending June 30, 1877, and for other purposes," it 
is my duty to call attention to a provision in the 
act directing that notice be sent fo certain of the 
Diplomatic and Consular officers of the govern- 
ment " lo close their offices." 

In the literal sense of this direction, it would 
be an invasion of the Constitudonal prerogative 
imd duly of the executive. 

By the Constitution the President "shall have 
power liy and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, to make treaties, provided two-thirds of 
the Senators present consent, and he shall nomi- 
nate, and by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, shall appoint Ambassadors, other pub- 
lic Ministers and Consuls," etc. 

It is within the power of Congress to grant, or 
withhold, appropriation of money for the pay- 
ment of salaries and expenses of tile Foreign 
Representatives of the Government. 

In the early days oi (he government, a sum in 
gross was appropriated, leaving it to the Execu- 
tive to determine the grade of the officers, and 
the countries to which they should be sent. 

Latterly, (or many years, specific sums have 
been appropriated for designated missions or eni- 
ploymenls, and, as a rule, the omission by Con- 
gress lo make an appropriation for any specific 
post, lias heretofore been accepted as an indica- 
tion of a wish on the part of Congress, which the 



Executive Branch of the Government respected 
and complied with. 

In calling attention to the passage which 1 
have indicated, I assume that the intention of the 
provision is only to exercise the Constitutional 
pren^alive of Congress over the expenditures of 
the Government, and to fix a time at which tlie 
compensation of certain diplomatic and consular 
offices shall cease ; and not to invade the Con- 
stitutional rights of the Executive, which I should 
be compelled to I'esist, and my present object is 
not to discuss or dispute the wisdom of faiJing to 
appropriate for several offices, but to guard 
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placed on the language used, as implying a right 
in the legislative branch lo direct the closing or 
discontinuing of any of the diplomatic or consu- 
lar olfices of the government. 

U. S. Grant. 
Executive Mansion, 
Washington, Au^ 14, 1876. 

Henry Watterson, of Kentucky, elected to 
fill the vacancy in the House of Representatives 
caused by the death of Edward Y. Parsons, 
qualified August 14, 1S76. 



Statement 

Showing the purchase of bonds on account of the 
SinitingFundfromitsinstitutioninMay, 1869, 
to and including June 30, 1875 : 

Principal Redeemed. 

For the year ending June 30. liig J8^69i,™o ™ 

T^eaa, '870 =8,151,90000 

™«3°. ■37' =M36."5O0o 

lune 30, 187a 3'.6iB,450 =o 

fuiieso, ia;4 19,936,450 00 

[E76— Si" per cent. 
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Statement 

Of Appropriations made for fiscal year ending June 30, '76, at Second Session, Forty-third Congre! 



Hoiueof Re|»«h«i 



Fore^ IntercoAne.... 
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WiiDc\aibima...-J^.'^Z^^'S".t^,~y.y^'~<^^^^ ~ ■— <i9'3i390 i" 

L^lslativs, Eucudva and Judldiil Exinua — - _^..^ — iB.dsi.ijfi ji 

Public Frindng and raadiiiE„._._ » — - ~..~ 4i.^5,5or ^ 

Ufe Boat SWUcnu^ ~_..«....^» ...- 34'<s3a « 

Revenue Ciitter Ssrvtce.^-. ^ _ ~— _.«..■> i.o>7iSS3 40 



IndEdary 

ADKcHaDeauc. , 

Coesi Surrer 

U^t Udoib Ei 

Uaht HcHUet, fos EUbokIi en 

Public Laiuh ^ —_ 

ExpeiiBvs of tile coUecdoa of ki 
Capitoi Eaenr'-- 



Wbt DeDBmnent, Annoiiea and Anemia, and Signal Office — 1iiiu,id5 <b 

HliccUaiusoui O^ecti _ ^ _ i.T^.W^ '7 

Btdldiivsand Grnindsin and urouiul Waihragtno _ ». «••— 934t=5a do 

Navy Yardc and Suuiont : i,i;o,d» <» 



uiidli^a under chs TreaBuiy DepaitmeoC... 



noial ExpeiiBH Icr ^ecutive Depaitmeu 



KivenandHarbon.... 
Post-jffiqe" 
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ding June 30, '77, at First Session, Forty-fouflh Congre 



Ju^ 3a 1877 



' for prepaHng vouchers, etc...., 

Fees of ExaDuniiie SureeoDS... 

CompensatloD to Penaioa Agenti, e 
rorartificiBlliiiilM. 

S!5'J™'" 



By t1uactmaldi%appTopriatioii8£Jrfi>rti6cationi and Ibrotlier works of defeoce lor tbeyeai 
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lament ^sea-coatE fortlficationt and guu,,, »„»..-.. .,.-,... ...*. 16^.0^ w 

-t makine approptiationt to supply deGdencicB lor the fiscal year ending jirae 30, 1S76, and 



Department of State, being a transf^of account! inv^vlngno citpHnditiuro of 
money, from the Treasury and not included In tbe aggregate, $47,117.30. 
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War Deurtmsnt ,. _ ., „„_ — 309i444 U 

Interior Department. » »...» 1, - SOj364 » 

MJscdlaneoui.., -..,«- ....,.» ,-»...•..,. ...^ ,■•.■..»,..... „„.-.»*...••..,-.. 119,461 40 

Judicial » ....,-.,■» ».....,*...•.....». 7i,coo 00 
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Ibllawing ptvpotea, via, : 

TreasuiyDeparment _.... „ _._ (30,00000 

WarDeMTlment. - ,...- _.„„._ —,_»,.„._. 875,183 10 

Interior Qeparunent ,. _ 1,496 15 9o'S,6;9 35 

By the act malcina appropriations fiir ilie naval service Jbr the year ending June 30, 1877 : 

For pay of the Navy „,..: „ _ „„ „ Kl,;]o,oDa co 

Bureau of Navigation,....,.. .....,.„.......„...„- ,..„,..,.„-,. 904,600 co 

Bureau of Ordimuce „ : aa7,,oa 00 

Bureau of EquijunentK and Recruiting. ..,-.......„-...,.„ »»..„ .-.„.„».. 1,045,000 00 

Bureau of Yards and Docks «......«....■.«....„.. ............................ .. 513,973 do 

Bureau of Idedicine and Surgery. ........................................................ ........... 80,000 00 

Bureau of Provisions and Cloihln J. 990,™ 00 
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Of the Comptroller of the Currency, showing by States the amount of National Bank circulation 
issued, and the amount of Legal-tender Notes deposited in the U. S. Treasury to retire National 
BiUik circulation, from June ao, 1874, to July I, 1876. 
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Statement 

Of the Comptroller of the Currency, showing the Issue and Retirement of Nations! Bank Notes and 
Legal-tender Notes under the acts of June 20, 1874, and January 14, 1875, to July I, 1876. 



le from June m, 1873, to Jantiary .4, iSjJ.... 



" " outstanding January 14, 1S7S ^ «..._i.._.._i». — ._.i-»...._ 3SI,B6l,45 

•• " tedeemedandr«iredfromfantiaryi4,iSTS,toJtilyi,i876™.» foo,67ifl" 

" " surrendered between same dates » _ ». ,^— —«..■■. JiM 7,478 



Greenbacks on deposit In the Treasury June lo, 1874, to retire notes of insdveu atid Uquidatli^ Bsnki.. $3,31^,675 

Greenbaclis deposited from June 3o, 1874,10 July 1, iS;6, to retire MuiowilBtuikHota 50,543.633 

Totai dfmn?ifn 6a.qET.4oS 

Circulation redeenied by Tmsurr 



Balance of deposits July 1, iSt^.... 



ikNotes tiecdved from IheEngdTflrsfrani Juno 30,1074, 10 July 1, 1876, was 
ency liiucd durioe tbs »nw licriad vM tiiS(D5a,8t4. The amount oT new 

J s 400,730,569. ^s total amoDiit of nuttilBled au-KDcy nxxived during ths 

$106,473,100. The amount of cutrency In the vMilla o»Jnly i|i876,wu(89,Ekia,a(iw~^ T 



Note.— The amount of Nati 
JSi^n'^'Sed'^^theTa^tfcL" 
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